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Illuminating a poetic continent for the tamil reader

Decolonization, apart from altering the political landscape of the
latter half of the twentieth century, had profound effects in the
cultural sphere too. Whole cultures, which had previously been
little noticed, became more visible, ironically, the language of the
former colonial masters contributed to this process of high profil-
ing. The role of English and French in making African poets known
internationally is a case in point.

Mr.S. Pathmanathan’s translation of poets from Africa has, in
my view, helped to light up a whole peetic continent . The selec-
tion is fairly representative. The translator may have had his own
reasons for giving a larger coverage to Nigeria and Senegal. All
the familiar names are here: Senghor, Diop, Okara, Okigbo,
Brew.Rubadiri,Clark and Soyinka and the not so familiar ones.
The poets represented here handle a variety of themes and their
tone ranges from the lyrical and the nostalgic to the ironic. An
intriguing discovery (for me, at least) was Jagjith Singh’s poem
“Portrait of An Asian as An East African.”

I'hope the translator will help the monolingual Tamil Reader by
providing a comprehensive over-view (both historical and criti-

cal) and notes about the chosen poets.

As an accomplished bilingual, Mr.Pathmanathan is particularly
suited to this task.

01.06.2001. A.J.Canagaratna
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“I insist that the poem is perfect only when it becomes a song:
words and music at once. It is time to arrest the decay of the modern
world and especially the decay of poetry. Poetry must find its way
back to its origins, to the time when it was sung and danced. As it

was in Greece as it is in still today in Black Africa™

sell@gulal o ater_das srflua wwvramss Qsriiis,
Clurgenngry, sorery gardugduw Lpdu Ursees 2L 0flé58
salloguie Asaiu_oripn. saleisar, Swleaaearsaie BESLD
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&SpSlTS aigs s _alomaGL eraiy Clurgenwudippgerny.

1.Ethiopiques, pp. 121,123
2. Langston Hughes, Introduction, Poems from Black Africa, p.14
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LIST OF POEMS TRANSLATED

1. Africa’s plea-R. T. Dempster

2. Loser of Everything - David Diop

3. Africa - David Diop

4. The vultures - David Diop

5. Suffer, poor Negro! - David Diop

6. Negro Tramp - David Diop

7. Exile - Mbella Sonne Dipoko

8. Martyr - David Diop

9. To a Black Dancer - David Diop

10. I'll pronounce your name - L.S.Senghor
11. Nuite De Sine - L.S. Senghor

12. In what tempestuous night - L.S. Senghor
13. Stanley meets Mutessa - David Rubadiri
14. A plea for mercy - Kwesi Brew

15. The scorner - Tchicaya u Tami’si

16. Easter Dawn - Kofi Awoonor

17. Viaticum - Birago Diop

18. Two poems from “Distances” - Christopher Okigbo
19. Come thunder - Christopher Okigbo

20. Rain - Mbella Sonne Dipoko
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21.
22,
23,
24,
25,
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31
32.
33
34.
35.
36.
37.

Olokun - John Pepper Clark

Apocalypse at birth - Frank Kobina Parkes
The weaver bird - Kofi Awoonor

The search - Kwesi Brew

The mystic drum - Gabriel Okara

To the anxious mother - Valente Malangatana
Wash er woman’s prayer - Oswald Mtshali
Come away . my love - Joseph Kariuki

Song of a common lover - Fiavien Rzmaivo
Fantasty under the moon - Emmanuel Boundezeki Dongala
The village well - Henry Barlow

The long wait - Joe de Graft

Return the bridewealth - Okot P’Bitek
Building the nation - Henry Barlow

Martin Luther King - Amin Kassam

African Prometheus - David Evans

Mandela - Ilva Mackay

38. Just a passer-by - Oswald Mtshali

39. All our lights were burning bright - Joe de Graft
40. Another Day - Hugh Lewin
41. A Poem of Vengeance - A.N.C. Kumalo
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42. City Johannesburg - Mongane Wally Serote
43. There was a girl - Dennis Brutus

44. 1 am the Tree - Dennis Brutus

45. Monangamba - Antonio Jacinto

46. Fulani Cattle - John Pepper Clark

47. Herdsboy’s Misery - R. Oler Opyaha

48. Night Rain - John Pepper Clark

49. Night song City - Dennis Brutus

50. Pleasant Laughter - Kwesi Brew

51. The Renegode - David Diop

52. Once upon a Time - Gabriel Okara

53. Telephone Conversation - Wole Soyinka
54, Paris in the Snow - L.S. Senghor

55. Potrait of an Asian as an East African - Jagjit Singh
56. Messages - Kofi Awoonor
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