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Pandithamani, Dr. S. Kanapathippillai -1899-1986

Pandithamani, Dr. S. Kanapathippillai, an eminent Tamil
scholar was born on 27-06-1899, at Madduvil, in the Thenmaradchi
Division of Jaffna District. His father, Sinnathamby hailed from
Madduvil and mother Valliammai from Thanankilappu, a village
on the border of Chavakachcheri. He had his early education at
Madduvil American Mission school. During his early school years
and after, he learned Tamil literature and grammar from local Tamil
scholars according to the guru-shisya tradition.

From 1917 to 1926, Kanapathippillaihad his higher education
at Sri La Sri Arumuga Navalar Kaviya Padasalai (Navalar Higher
Institute of Traditional Tamil Education) situated at Vannarpannai,
Jaffna. Here, he had the rare opportunity of learning Tamil Literary
works under scholars like Chunnakam Kumaraswamy Pulavar and
Navalar’s nephew Srimath T. Kailasapillai. His association with
Vidwasiromani Ponnambalapillai, a nephew of Navalar, during this
period, had created in him, an awareness in Literary criticism and
appreciation.

In 1926, Kanapathippillai  passed his Tamil Pandit
examination, conducted by the Mathurai Thamil Sangam with
distinction. Then he gained admission to Kopay Teachers’ Training
College where he obtained the Trained Teachers Certificate.

In 1929, he was appointed as Lecturer in Tamil at the
Thirunelvely Saiva Teachers’ Training College, conducted by the
Hindu Board of Education. He held this post for thirty years until his
retirement in 1959. He developed himself into a highly respected
Teacher, a powerful speaker and a versatile writer. His students,
numbering more than two thousand who passed out of the Saiva
Teachers’ College hailed Pandit Kanapathippillai as their guru and
followed his foot-steps in their all walks of life.

Pandit  Kanapathippillai's close association  with
P. Kailasapathi, the Vice -Principal of the teachers’ college, made
him a Researcher in Saiva Siddhantham.
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Pandit Kanapathippillai made a profound and lasting
impression on all lovers of Tamil literature, Saiva Religion and
Philosophy. He has established his reputation firmly as the most
effective exponent of the Navalar tradition in Sri Lanka and South
India. Navalar brought Hindu Renaissance during the last century.

Between 1935 and 1946, Pandit Kanapathippillai established
and conducted Kavya School at Thirunelvely where Tamil, Sanskirt
and Sinhala Languages were taught.

The Tamil Literary world and the “Thinakaran” News Paper
conferred on him the title “PANDITHAMANI” which literally means,
‘Gem among Pandits’ in 1951, in appreciation of his scholarship and
contributions, to Saiva Tamil Literary World.

Pandithamani was deeply interested in three branches of
knowledge namely, Saiva Religion and Philosophy; Culture and
Society and Literary appreciation and criticism. This reflected in his
speeches and writings. He had delivered a number of lectures at
many literary conferences and seminars and public meetings.

Pandithamani earned a wide reputation in Sri Lanka and
abroad as a prolific writer. He had written a number of essays on
Tamil Literature, Saiva Philosophy, Religion and Culture. He brought
to light the historical background of several Sri Lankan Tamil poets
who lived before him and their literary works. The Pandithamani
Book Publishing Society published nearly twenty five books
authored by Pandithamani. As a literary critic, Pandithamani was
bold and unequivocal.

In 1978, the University of Ceylon Conferred a Doctorate
of Literature on Pandithamani Kanapathippillai, confirming the
recognition, the Tamil Literary world granted him years ago.

In the words of Prof. S. Vithyananthan, “PanditKanapathippillai
has earned a wide reputation both in Sri Lanka and abroad as a
prolific writer, an inspiring teacher, an orator, literary critic, poet
and commentator..... Scores of Pandits and Tamil scholars in the
Island owe their success to his guidance and inspiration.
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Like SriLaSriArumugaNavalar, PandithamaniKanapathippillai,
the Ambassador of Jaffna culture and learning, has produced
a generation of scholars who pride themselves in belonging to
the school of Pandithamani. This correctly depicts the dynamic
personality of Pandithamani.

Pandithamani had been very closely associated with Literary,
Cultural and Educational Institutions like Oriental Languages
Development Society (Arya Dravida Bhashabiviruthi Sangam);
Saivaparipalana Sabai; Hindu Board of Education; Jaffna Arts
Centre (Kala Nilayam); Jaffna Youth Congress etc. and contributed
immensely for their growth and development. He remained a
confirmed bachelor throughout his eighty seven years of life and
passed away on 13-03-1986.
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