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THE CALL TO RENEWAL

“,  APRIL 13, 1969

This is spring time, the season of the earth’s renewal. For
us in Lanka, thisis the month and this the day when
the call 3o renewal comes to every son, and daughter of
this ancient land. It is a call to renew our unspoken pledge
to serve ouf country and our fellow citizens ; itis also a
call to respond to the ideals of moderpization so that this
country of ours catches up with the world of our time.

1. Lanka Matha callsto every citizen to say ¥o him-
self : “From Point Pedro to Dondra Head this
is my country; in every anciefit village and in
every modern city they are my people who live,
Qurs is a common composite heritage; and we
behold a common future”. _

2. Lianka Matha calls to every patriotic leader to
sive himself undivided to .ELanka undivided.
She summons them tounake the fation more of
a nation, one that increasingly seeks after unity
and freedom, distinctiveness and distinctiop.

3. Lanka Matha calls to every thinker and writer

to turn the nation’s two ancient languages to

new uses, to write of a land thatis perhapslove-

lier than all lands, bring out the legacy of a

civilization that is unique, and set down our

dreams for the years to come:

Lanka Matha calls to every reformer to vali-

aatly join in the struggle for human rightsand

‘the dignity of the human pérson and the setting

up of the institutions of a just society where

every man is invelved in the processes of deci-
sion-making and'is an equal candidate for every

___ position., g _

- 5.-Lanka Matha.calls to every - man of religian in
a race-ridden world, to embody in his own per-
son the ideal of werld humanity, and in an age
that tends to be coarse and  without values, to
serve as the conscience of mankind.

6. Lanka Matha calls to every man of scieuce and
every person of exceptional ability neither to
lay waste his powers, nor leave his €ountry just
for pecuniary.gain, but to add to his experience
here and abroad so that “be can lay his powers
at the feet of his country as his fairest offering’’.

7. Lanka Matha calls to those who plan for dev-
elopment so to plan ‘the great ascent’ from a
traditional to 2 modern society, that ere long,
Lanka can stand beside the nations of the world.

8. Lanka Matha calls to every worker soto change
his attitude towards life and work that he fills
each hour with sixty minutes of work done and
makes two blades of corn grow where one grew
before, remembering, that ‘‘he trespassesagainst
his duty who sleeps upon his watch as well as
he that goes over to the enemy”. '

9. Lanka Matha beckons to every public officer to
fulfil his obligation to serve all citizens equally,
~each in his own language, so as to make them
stand equal before the law, at the polls and at
every public counter. -3
10. The motherland lays the obligation on every
teacher at school and untiversity to assist every
child of Lanka to blossom into full flower so
that he in turn sheds lustre to the nation's
greatness.
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Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high ;

Where knowledge is free ;

Where the world has not been broken up into jragments by
narrow domestic walls ;

Where words come out from the depth of truth ;

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason has not lest its way into
the dreary desert sand of dead habit ;

Where the mind is led forward by Thee. into ever-widening
thought and action—

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country
awake. —RABINDRANATH TAGORE

- GODP BANKS ASSOGIA

TN REGISTERED

=

The Cooperative Banks’ Association of Ceylon
—formed by the teaming up of the seven Coop-
erative Banks in the Island—has been registered.

MAIN FUNCTION

The main function of
this Association will be te
guide and advise Cooper-
ative Banks. The Associ
ation will arrange semin-
ars and conferences
where commen problems
will . be - discussed and
thrashed out. 1t will also
arrange for the training
and education of Coop
Bank employees.

The Asscciation is also
expected to review the
basis of cooperative cre-
dit and suggest any modi-
fications that may be ne-
cessary to improve and
increase credit facilities,
especially in  the rural
areas.

It will arrange for pe-
riodical visits tc thewari-
ous CLooperative Banks,
sugdest ways of rectifying
any defects and advise

them on the most effici-

ent way of carrying on
business.

‘Manufacturers,importers
Making Unreasonable
Profits’

The Vali West MPCS Urion
has charged manufacturers
and importers of minor irriga-
tion pumps, with making un-
reasonable profits. It says that
the demand is so great that
it has had no alternative but
to buy pumps at exorbitant
prices to satisty the needs of
the farmers.

The Union also charges the
Government with aiding and
abetting the capitalists to ex-
ploit the ‘Govi Rajahs’ of the
island,

The Union has appealed to

the All-Ceylon Cooperative
Consumers Union to persuade
the Government 1o issue im-
port licences for more pumps,
as they are urgently required
for the food drive.

Post Of

General Manager

The Trincomalee MPCS
Union has a vacancy for a
General Manager. Those
interested can contact the
President, Trinco MPCS
Union, Inner Harbour
Road, Trincomalee, for
details.

GUIDE, PHILOSOPHER,
FRIEND

In short, the Associa-
tion will serve as the
guide, philosopher and
friend of tie Coopérative
Banks. )

fhe "Association ex-
pects to get the assistance
of international .experts
to help it carry out iis
functions, A department
will be set up headed by
a person experienced both

in uck‘s

in Banking and Coopera-
tion. g9

The Jaffna Cooperative
Provincial Bank haselect-
ed the following dele-
gates to the Associativn ;
ivlessrs. R. Kajaratnzm
(President), T. K. Raja-
sekeram (Managing Dir-
ector) and V. Suuramani-

_am {Secretary)

A Special General
Meeting of the Assccia=
tion was held in Colombe
Yegeniiy.

Way ?

Fruit cultivators in Jajffna are going to be in luck’s way, if
the Northern Division Agricultural Producers’ Union succeeds in
securing recognition of its proposed fruit eanning indusiry.

Jaffna fruits—especially its
mangoes—are justly famed
throughont the country.” If
the Union’s request is granted,
Jafina fruits will be soon
reachinginternational markets.

The Union has written to
the Department of Industries
seeking recognition of its
canning project on an ap-
proved basis. Ifthe request
is granted, the Union will be
able to obtain facilities that

are ‘made  available by the
Department for industries ap-

Pproved by it.

The Union proposes to can
mangoes, tomatoes and pine-
apples, - Lime cordials, pal-

myra jelly and marmalades
will be some of the other items
the Union hopes to produce.

The Union mooted this can-

ning project nearly ten years
back.
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Progressive Countries Have No Use
For Prize Days

Prize Days have lost their
imporiance in most progres-
sive countries ; in some others
it has long sgince been aban-
doned as something iniquitouns
ag it engenders in the young a
spirit of wunhealthy rivalry.
This unequal competition
leaves the talented arrcgant
and the not-so-talented frus-
trated, observed the Principal
of the Nugegoda Tamil Maha
Vidyalayam at its Prize Giy=
ing held recently,

Complimenting his staff on
their good work, the Principal
said *“The complaint made
about teachera in this country
in the press and platform |
can boldly say does not apply
toour teachers whose devo-
tion to work is well-known to
all parents’.

The Principal pooh-poohed
complaints about indiscipline
in schools, Said he, “There is
the loud and continuous com-
plaint in the country of indis-
cipline in schools. We at
Nugegoda Tamil M.V. do not
experience this problem. We
are quite happy about the con-

,other

duct of our children who have
given usno cause for alarm.
Every generation from Biblical
times has complained of the
indiscipline of the young. It
generally meansthat the young
take a course different from
that of the elders. People
through the ages have always
wanted to initiate their young
in their own habits and pat=
teros, but even the elders
have rebelled in their own way.
It is the elders who have made
a mess of the world”.

He concluded by saying “If
we scratch ghe surface of poli-
tics we find economics. If we
are {0 progress we ought to
have sufficiency and to have
that we should have a
dynamic society—a society
where there are no taboos on
the basis of race, religion or
caste. The full man-power
has to be harnessed into ser-
vice. Butif we shout to the
group  No room for
you (when actually thers was
plenty of room) ag in the Mad
Hatters Tea Party in Alice in
Wonderlond, Ceylon will be
just a tribal waste-land and a
land of lotus-eaters”.
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THE ANGUILLA AFFAIR

American reaction to the
affair has ranged predictably
from the coolly correct of the
State Department to various
shades of the dramatic and
ribald in newspapers and
broadcasts.

“The people .of the little
island of Anguilla knuckle un-
der to raw power as the Bri-
tish invade what could have
been one of the world’s smal-
lest nation™,

I was like the old days of
empire, when the roar of the
lion or the sight of a frigate
was enough to bring rebels to
their knees befors the crown.

London looks siily. What
is left to it now is to do somie-
thing substantial to upgrade
the weliare and status of An-
guilia. . .. Britain’s embarrass-
ment should 'not become an
excuse for failing 10 do the
right thing by Anguilla. This
is what America saidin gen-
eral.

The reaction of the Freach
Press, as reported here on ths
Anguilla aifair has been on the
whole restrained. “The moss
common featare of its com-
ment had been surprise that
the proverbial Britich common
genss, not to meation sense.of
ridicule, ghould have been so
conspicuously  lacking in
Whitehall’s handling of the
affair.

Mogcow said that large pub-

lic demonstrations were taking

place on Anguilla to protest
against British occupation.
The demonstrators were de-
manding that the Britishitroops
go home to Rhodegia to fight
the racialists. The British
Government is commiiting a
crime against 6,000 strong An-
guilla and ig trying toin every
way justify its actions in pub-
lic eyes. The New China
MNews Agency said the armed
threat againstindependent An-
guiila once again laid bare the
ugly features of the rapidly de-
clining British imperialism
which was still putting upa
last-ditch struggle.

Though one is npot sure
whether thece four nations
could ungualifiedly exonerate
themselves in their behaviour
and attitude towards other
nations and some of them to-
wards their colonies, the fact
remaings that they have thooght
it relevant to criticise Britain

" in regard to Anguilla.

Dr. Milton Obote, the Pre-
sident of Uganda, has suggest-
ed that British troops now in
Anguilla should afterwards go
to Rhodesia. In a cable to
ihe British Labour Party Dr.
Obote ¢ajd that in this way
the British Government will
exonerate ifseif from the accu-
sation that rebellicn by whites
is a simple disagreement of
no consequence.

In the opinion of your cor-
respondent, Britain as a whole
has been particularly ‘neutral’
and indifferent on the whole
issue. The ‘Progressives® of
this country, (of any variety)
have given expression of their
righteous  indignatian  on
every single issue of this na-
ture, whatever country is in~
volved in the issué. In this
instance Progressives have
failed. The quertion was de-
bated in the House of Com-
mons. George Brown madea
fairly forthright speech, where-
in he said, that Britain should
have rehearsed the invasion in
Rhodesia before it marched
into Anguilla. The official
front benches defended the
Government action. There

- REMEMBER MARCH 21,

Sharpville that day 'to peace-

. wag challenged.

were certain solitaty voices,
which questioned the morality
of the whole action. Was there
one kind of morality for the
White nation and another for
the Black nation, it was parried.

'The Apguilla affair is naked
and nnashamed. A 55 million

peopled nation, invading a
6,000 peopled nation

1960
It wonld be impossible to
commemorate every anniver-
sary of every one of map's
monumental injustices  and
mistakes, for even a daily al=
manac of them wotld not be

enough. !

Just nine uncommemorative
yearsago, sixtyseven men, wo-
men and children were shot
dead and 186 were wounded
in- 2 small rowaship._called
Sharpville, near the city of
Johannesburg. Some of a
erowd of 5,000 had .come 1o

fully show their opposition to
laws which'gave thes the sia-
tos of mules ;: others had eome
merely to watch and others to
receive so they ‘thoupht, an
address from the police.

Instead, and without warn-
ing or provocation or reason
the police fired 750 rounds
from sten guns and revolvers
at them. World conscience
It wag pro-
claimed that the world was on
the side of the afflicted.

The world’s memory it
seems, is no longer on their
gide. For they, the great ma-
jority of South Africans, are
not only: forgotten but pro=
foundly worse off than they

{

INEtional Prosperity.

were at the'time of world in= e
dignation. ;
Should Sharpville be not re- Excellent
membered everyday ? a5 . B
Sharpville is today the specs Instltutlon

tre of what will happen all
over the world unless we meet
this century’s greatest chal-
lenge: that of human differ-
ence.

Too much has happened
since Sharpville for usnot to
remember it, with its horrific
cameos of women fallen across
their children and another
gunned in grocer’s shop.

Of course, its perpeirators
are doing well. White South
Africans and their government
are entrenched in their pros-
peious prison with financial
support from Britain and Eur-
ope and the United States and
Japan: (the Japanese for busi-
negs reasons  are classified
“White” unlike the Chinese)
and that South Africa shall
remain for 4 jong time is as-
sured.

Since 1960, there have been
ni%ny other kinds of Sharp-
villes. The daily, predictable
deaths of African infants from
starvation and disesse, the
jailing and killing of oppon-
ents of Apartheid and the tor-
turing and banning and con-
finement of its inhabitants;
the wrecking cf families by
the deportation of wives and
children of urban workers ; the
bending of young minds, now
almost complete, with text-
boeks and teachers that lie,

Lawrence Gandar, Editor-
in:Chief of the Rand Daily
Mail, whose crime was to
publish a series of ariicles
about conditions in South
African Jails has been jailed.

‘Apartheid isa contradiction
of the human spirit, an im-

(Continued on page 4)

The Cooperative Commis-
sion has paid a tribute to the
Jaffna Cooperative Training
Scheol.

Their entry in the log book
runs as follows: “Greetings
and best wishes to the Princi-
pal, Stafi’ and students of this
excellent institution serving

cooperators of the Jaffna area
and otherTamil-speaking parts
of Ceylon.. We wish you suc-
cess in abundance in the great
work in which you are engag-
ed. Sgd. Chairman and other
members of the Royal Com-
sion onthe Cooperative Moves=
ment in Ceylon™.

Soviet Cooperators
in Ceylon

A Soviet Cooperative dele-
gation visited Cey.on recently.
¥t ecomprised Mr. Goodkov,
Deputy Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the Centrosoy-
us, Mr. Selivanoyv, Director of
Cooperative Foreign Trade
and Mr. Kondratov, Interpre=
ter.. They arrived on March
15th' from India and stayed
till the 20th as puests of the
Cooperative Federation.

The Soviet delegates. visited
the. Agricultural = Producers’
Union, the Coconut Union,
the Industries Union, the Pol-
golla School. the Kandy MP
CS8 Union and the Palugama
CAPS Society. On the 19th
they met the Board of the Co-
operative Federation,

THE COOPERATOR

LONDON NEWSLETTER =

(Our London 'Cdﬂ‘éiﬁjond’ent)

The Co-operative Movement plays an
important’ role in Ceylon's economic
development. The People's Bankworks
together with the Co-operatives for

The largest network of branches in

together

Ceylom

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

Phone 3 2. T’gram : “Yarlonion,

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.

Agents fpr! Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C, Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

.Eastem Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd,

Ralliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitiva
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SALES O SERVICE O SPARES
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken
T’phone :—237, Batticalos

T'gram :—*‘Service” T"phone :—10, Nintavur

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery
b Jatfna District .
'eo-opc’eaﬁve Harbour Services

uuim‘ .

25, Front Street, JAFFNA.
® STEVEDORES AGENTS
- ® LANDING CONTRACTORS

® FORWARDING AGENTS

Telephone Mo, 590
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A Continued from our last issue)
When T was about to leave
him with the joy of having
paid my homage to the great
soul he gave me some sugar
candy that formed part of a
gift from some admirer and
bade me learn my lessons dili-
gently and be useful to my
country. When I recoliect
this meeting with Gandhiji
what stands out most clearly
in my memory is that smile of
* his and his lighter vein. From
that day I have alwaysthought
of him as the Smiling One.
it was my good fortune to
meet Gandhiji a secand time
now in Ceylon, From Mala-
ya I went to Ceylon and arm-
ed with fruits and flowers [
met him in Colombo. I of-
fered the froits and flowers
and made my prangms. He
was quick fto rscognise me.
He pever forgets people. He

*remembers people and with -

love”. Jocularly he asked:
“Grapes 1 koow, oranges |
know but. where are your
Malayan mangosteens and dor-
ians?” I assered him that were
ke to visit Malaya he would
have these fruits in plenty. He
then said, “Durians and map-
gosteens won’t tempt me. If

Ceylen can give me mors than

a lakh of rupees for my Khadi
Fund, I will visit Malaya if
you can assure me a.collection
of several lakhs in Malaya.”
He promised to visit Malaya
but he was not able to wisit
the country owing to his work
in India. 1 enrolled myself
ag a “Volunteer” of the Stu-

MAMATMA GA}

(once) said Gandhiji in Tamil
which was lost in the general
laughter. He then changed
his tone and said, *“it is going™’.
His face beamed with a smile.

At last the pair of bangles was

knocked down by the same
lady who offered it and Gand-
hiji langhed aloud joyfully.

. A girl of six, the daughter of

the lady came and received
the bangles.  As she received
the bangles the child garland-
ed him. He looked at the
child and said smilingly, “Tell
your. mother I want your
bangles.””

Jaffoa Sweetheart

When Gandhiji was in
Ceylon, I had the chance of
noting his delightful compan-
ionship with children. While
in Jaffpa, returning home
after eddressing a public mést-
ing, and alighting from the
car he held up the hand of a
little Tamil girl that had been
seated with him and with a
smile said to those of usstand-
ing around, “This iz my Jafing
sweethearf,™ He was so large
of heart that he found another
sweetheart at Chilaw. Gandhi-
jiand' party were conducted
to the platform on pavada.
Near the platform littls Miss

Niles presented Mrs, Kasturba-

Gandhi with a bouquet of
flowers and Gandhiji with a
garland, Taking off "the gar-
land he put it in turn on Miss
Nancy Corea, remarking,
“Take this garland my little
sweetheart.,” Gandhiji's love
for children is shown by an-

By S. DURAI

RAJA SINGAM

“dents Congress  during (he
three week tonr of Gundhiji
ip Ceylon. There were very
imany occasions when I could
see Gandhiji in lighter vein.
We volunteers performed such
duties as the controlling of

| the crowd, the posting of Ietiers
and other duties that were al-
lotted to us. 1 would like to
add here one further personal
instance of Gandhiji’'s hum-
our. Gandhiji often auctions
for the Khadi Fund the ad-
dresses and caskets that are
given to him at meetings. He
also requests those around
him at meetings to offer him
any ornaments they wish for
sale in aid of the Khadi Fund.
T was present at his address in
Cevlon to the Indians of Jaffoa
at the Vaidisvara Vidyyalayam
on 7th November 1927, when
he called for ornaments to be.
auctioned. [ offered the gold
ring I was wearing. It wasa
treasured ring for it belonged
10 my late father. Sjt. C.
Rajagopalachar acted as the
auctioneer and I bought this
game riong of mine for Rs. 85
but when Gandhiji was hand-
ing the ring back he laughed
and said, “Why not we auction
this ting again?”® Hearing
these words, [ offered the
ring again for auction

and again bought it for Rs.-

45, With his characteristic
smile he gave me the ring,
saying, ““Don’t you try your
luck another time ™ I still
wear the ring which reminds
me of his genial humour. The
auction went on and Gandhiji
was at his best. A pair of
gold bangles was then offered
by a lady in the gathering,
Came the bid. **Fifty Rupees™
said one., Gandhiji nodded
hishead with approval and a
gmile. “Rupees Hundred”,
the bid rose. *“Oru murai”

“other fncident: On his wa

from Kayts to Victoria Col-
lege, Chulipuram, Gandhiji
halted at the “Gurupogja
Madam™ in Chulipuram as
there was a large gathering of
people, especially women and
children from that village and
the adjoining ones. Here hs
was received with Poorana
Kumbam in a pandal decorat-
¢d for the occasion. When
hie was presented the camphor
flame tbat was offered to the
deity, he moved his hands and
transmitted the efficacy of the
prasad to his eyes, Little Miss
~inakshi Sundaram, a grand-
daughter of Saiva Murugesa-
pillai, presented a small purse
to the Mzhatma who, with a
gentle smile, embraced the
child and kissed her with tend-
er love and affection.

Ia the numerous speeches
that Gandbiji had to make
during  those busy days in
Ceylon he never failed to
strike an informal and inti-
mate note.

Whole-Hogger

At one meeting the Rev.
C.E.V, Nathanielsz said that
be would like to ask a question
that had been put to him by
someone that morning: Is
Mahatma Gandhi a Christian
or ishe a Hindu or does he
belicve in a half-way house?
Mahatwa Gandhi who ap-
peared highly amused ag the
question said: And I suppose
you Wwant mg. to answer
whether it is in the half-way
house I am in. 1 admire that
man certainly. I am myself
a whole-hogger and have been
considered by so many of my
friends and so many of my
critics as an intolerable whole-
hogger. So thereis no ques-
tion of a half-way house.

One of the men at one place

wished to know if Kasturba
was Gandhiji’s mother, and
an old European Jady who
walked along by their car had
the same impression. With
amused joy Gandhiji said,
“Yes, she is my mother.”” The
next morning at a public meet-
ing which she did not attend,
people missed her and in-
quired why “mother® had not
come, Gandhiji said, A
gentleman did last night mig-
take her for my mother, and
for me as for her itis mot a
pardonable mistake but a
welcome mistake. For years
past she has ceased to be my
wife by mutual consent. Now
nearly 40 vears ago, I become
an orphan and for pearly 30
years she has filled the place
of my mother, She has been
my mether, friend, nurse,
cook, boltleswasher and all
these things.”

Gandbhiji fels very happy at

the boundiess affection he had.

experienced whersver hie went.
What struck me most was his
ever joyful smile and the al-
mosy childlike simplicity of
Kasturba. 1 once watched
the devoted way Kasturba sat
by the fireside making chap-
patis with Kashiba Kantawala
and LakshimiRajagopalachar,
{later her daughter-in-law Mrs,
Devadas Gandhi) by her side.
Every act, every move of this
great woman was soothing to
the eyes. In one of his letters
from Jaffna to the Asghram
sisters, Gandhiji wrote that
‘“Kasturba may be said to be
on g holiday. There'is ' a
Gujerati couple here. The
Jady (Kashibai) belongs to a

el

THE GOLIATH COMPLEX

This may be, as the dema-
gogues are always assuring us,
the'age of the common man
but it’s decidedly not the age
of the small man,

The modern preference is all
for Goliaths. .In every sphere
Davids areatv a discount : giant
organisations are supposed to
be the natural order of things.
It is perhaps this Goliath com-
plex which is partly responsi-
ble for the clamour to set up
giant cooperative societies in
Ceyion. Underlying all the
reasons advanced in favour of
this reorganisation is, one sus-
pecis, the sheer fascination
with bigness for 1ts own sake.

One of the main arguments
of those who want integration
is that this is in keeping with
the trend in Western countries.
This only shows that though
we may have attained majority
as a nation, we have not yet
rooted out the colonial men-
tality : the inhibitions still
haunt us. ' :

Kipling is no longer fashio-
nable, still less so his notori-
ous dictum that the East and
West shall never meet. But—
as Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy
pointed cut—both parted ways,
culturally speaking, with the
Renaissance, ;

If to compete with the mo-
nopcly combines, the Coap-
erative Movement in the West
has had to borrow the techni-
ques and character of its op-
penents, that is no reason why
the developing countries—
where the situation is objec-
tively differeni—should nsces-
sarily do the same. As the
Tamil saying puis it, just be-

3

good family from Rajkos, and
her husband is the son. of the
well known Haragovind Kan-
tawalla of Baroda. He is a
District Judge here. Half of
my meals is supplied by Kashi-
bai. So Ba may be said to
be on a holiday.” (Bapu’s
letters to Ashram Sisters.
Edited by Kaka Kalelkar).

Last Look

My last lock of the Master
and disciple—Gandhiji and
Mahadev Desai-was at the

Jaffna Railway Station where

crowds of men, women and
children had come out, of the
villages and sought just to
touch the hem of his garment
or place their hands on hijs
feet when Gandhiji stood at
the carriage window: his palms
pressed in the familfar salute:
no one thought that one day
that was to be his final gesture
when the first bullet sirock
him. With my meoiher who
had come with -me to the rail-
way station edgsd between
me and the footboard" of the
train I shouted alongz with the
others: Gandhi-Ki-Jai. T lsft

him . little knowing that I.

would never see him ggain.
The parting was as sad as it
could be. The trinmph of
Gandhiji’s tour was nothing
but Ceylon’s homags to the
ideals of truth, nom-violcnce
and self-sacrifice.

Just before Mahatma Gand-
hi left Jaffna for India one of
the Joint Secretaries of the
Reception Committees ‘asked
him to leave a Message behind
for the people of Jaffna. Ma-
hatmaji had been kind enough

by Jay

cause someone jumps into a
well, that’s no reason for an-
other to follow suit,

When there are just a hand-
ful of societies or even one
society spanning the entire
nation, the result might be—
though even that is not certain
—greater business efficiency.
But I wonder whether, in the
process of streamlining, the
baby would not have
been thrown out as well.
Though the cooperatives would
continue to give limited inter-
est, if any, on share capital
and one member would €njoy
only one votey there wouldn’t
be very much essential differ-
ence between these giant coop-
eratives.and joint stock com-
panies. The likelihood isthat
members will lose interest
and be content merely to re-
ceive their dividends. Thiscan
be disastrous for a developing
couniry where lack of member
interest is already a besefling
problem.

The irony of it all is that
today some economists and
sociclogists in the West have
begun to realise the value of
the small autonomous unit.
Experiments have shown that
decentralisation leads to great-
er production because the
worker feels he is no longer a
cog in a machine: the sense
of alienation vanishes.

The following extract from
an address by Dr. E. F, Schu-
macher is illuminating ; “We
are told, even today, that gi-
gantic organigations are ines-
capably necessary, but where
they have in fact been created,
what happens? Take General
Motors. The gréat achieve-
ment of Mr. Sloan of General

IDHIN IN CEYLOM

to send a message from Talai
mananr under date 30-11-27>
the text of which was as
follows :—

“The message that I can
leave for Jaffna as for the
whole of Ceylon is:

Let it not be ‘out of sight
out of mind.” Let the descrip-
tions T have given you of the
starving millions daunt you
and keep you in touch with
them and so doing keep you
also simple living, pure, free
from drink and untouchability,
if not for your own sakes, at
least for theirs.”

A word of tribute raust be
paid to all those who made
Gandhiji's visit to Ceylon a

" grand success—Dr, E.V.Rat«

nam, Periasundaram, Soma-

sundaram, and Amarasckere

of Colombo, George de Silva

of Kaandy, Kumarasooriar,

Handy 'Perinpanayagam and

bis young friends of Jaffna.
piote - sk RS T s )

Unionn To Manufacture
Umbrellas

The Ambagamuwa Korale
Multipurpose Cooperative
Urien will soon be manufact-
uring umbrellas, The founda-

‘tion stone for the fastory at

Pavalamalai Watte, Giniga-
thena, was laid recently by
the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries, Mr. Philip Guna-
wardere.

[BTShe gt 2 0n 2]
Society Registered -

The new. multipurpose so-
ciety formed at Pampaimadu
was registered recently.

-~ Motors Wwas to siruciurize this

gigantic firm in such a manner
that it became in fact, a feder-
ation of firms, none of them
gigantic, And in my own
shop, the National Coal Board,
which is the biggest ‘firm’ in
Europe, we are doing some-
thing very similar. Strenuous
efforts arebeing made to gtruc-
turize it in such a way that,
while remaining one big orga.
nisation, it operates and feels
like a federation of what
we call *quasi-firms”, Instead
of a monolith, it becomes a
well co-ordinated assembly of
lively, semi-autonomous units,
each with its own drive and
sense of achievement. While
many pure theoreticians (who
one suspects may  not be very
closely in fouch with reality)
are engaging in the idolatry of
large size, in the actual world,
there is a tremendous push
and surge fo profit from the
convenience, humanity and
manageability of small size”,

How funny that coopera-
tives should (ry to ape the
huge monopolies just when
these have realised the folly
of their ways and are abandon.
ing them !

LOST it e

AGA Opened
Branch Office

Mr. N. Vetharania Seyon,
AGA Mannar, opened the
Branch Office of ths Northern
Province Fishermen’s: Coop-
erative Societies Union, at
Mannar by lighiing the tradi-
tional oil lamp and cutting the
tape.

Mr, V. Mahendrzn, ACCD
Mannar was one of the offi
cers instrumental in getting
this Branch office opened.
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More Loans Given Out This Time

The Jaffna Cooperative Pro-
vincial Bank gave out more
loans to farmers this time for
the cultivation of subsidiary
crops like onions, chillies and
potatoes.

During ’67/°68, the Bank
lent Rs. 2,609,457/~ for the
cultivation of subsidiary food
crops whereas this time it has
given out (as at15.3-69) Rs.
2,717,310/~ an increase of
over Rs. 1 Jakh.

Up And Down

Statistics show that there
was an increase this time in
the loans given for chilli and
potato cultivation, while there
has been a dropin the amount
given for onion cultivation.
In 67/68, Rs. 659,213/- and
Rs.215,153/= had been given
out respectively for chilli and
potatoc cultivation whereas
this time the amounis had
risen to Rs. 1,079,939/~ and
Rs. 339,747/ respectively. In
67/68, onion loans totted up
fo Rs. 1,735,091/- whereas this

SRR

time it .had dropped to Rs.
1,297,604/-.

During the Maha ’67/68
season, the Bank lent Rs.
3,379,009/-for paddy cultiva=

tion, of which Rs, 3,075,656/~

was recovered ; the percentage
due is 8.8. During the Yala
season, the Bank gave out
Rs. 62,245/- and recovered
Rs. 62,070)-, the percentage
due being .2. For Maha 68/69,
the Bank lent Rs. 2,605,401/-
of which Rs, 231,796/- has
been already recovered.
Optimistic

Bank officials are confident
that recoveries will be high
this time teo. They expect
to recover more than Rs. 4
lakhs within the next fort-
night or so. They proudly
point to the faet vhat during
the Maha.67/68 season, arcas
like Chankanai, Vali East,
Nelliady and Chavakacheheri
had repaid every cent. They
expect a repeat performance.

Union Wants Fishermen to be Helped

Build Houses’

The Northern Provioce
Fishermen’s Cooperative o=
cieties Union wanis fishermen
who have land to be helped
to build houses. :

This question was discussed
at a recent committee meeting
of the Union and it was de~
cided to ask the Goveérnment
to draw up a suitable ‘scheme.

. It was  also decided  to 1e-
quest the Jaffna Municipality
to reduce the tax levied en
chank and beche de mer.

The meeting also decided
to make representations to
the Government against allow=
ing private traders to export
beche de mer as it would
adversely affect the Union’s
export monopoly.

When the question of fish~
ing gear was discussed, Mr. I
Jayasooriya of the Fisheries
Corporation pointed out that
the Corporation was assessing

the needs of fishermen and
would work in clgse associa-
tion with the Cooperative De-
partmens to distribute fishing
gear.

1t was'also decided to urge
the Government to open up
more fishery roads in the
North and to take zaction
against Indian fishermen who
stole valuable nets.

Union Gets Lorry

The Puloly Multipurpose
Cooperative Societies Union
has been given a Benz Lorry
Chassis.

The Union had applied for
a lorry as far back as lanuary
1967.

FIXED DEPOSITS

and on Deposits

and 419, respectively.

interest! payable will be 447,.

PAWN BROKING

is allowed.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

. THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Depoaits for 3, 6 ét’_r. 125months i.':ll 13%,
24% and 339 respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
¥ e pi}l;r llliyyears and over the rates are 4%

SAVINGS DEPOSITS g

(1) Interest at the rate of 3%, )
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily. -

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4%/ for the month in which there
is a minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/~ or ovet.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

SECURITY REPOSITS :
From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 337;.

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The rate
of interest charged is 10% and Repayment by Instalments

Eranches :
jaffna——Pamnthan-—Chunnal:am—-—?aint Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai— Kayts

—Vali East (Averangal). '
Head Offce :
I 5, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA,

is allowed on Savings De-

Don’t Forget
the Ideal

Don’t forget the ideal for
which cooperative societies
were founded in Ceylon.

This was the advice given
by Mr. V. Mahendran, ACCD
Mannar, who spoke at the
Annual General Meeting of
the Erukkulampiddy Chank &
Beche de Mer Cooperative So-
ciety.

He went on to say that
when the Government wag-so
keen to develop tke fishing in-
dustry, it was the duty of
every cooperalive scciety to
gsee that its members benefited.
He added that the WNorthern
Province Fishermen’s Coop-
operative Societies Union, in
collaboration with the Fish-
eries Dept. & Cooperative
Dept. in Mannoay, was doing
its best to revive defunct fish-
ery sotieties.

Janab N .5. M, Candu also
spoke.

The following were eclecied
office-bearers: Janab M. Mo-
hamed Cassim (President},
Janeb P. Shahul Hameed
(Vice-President), Janab M.
Ahamed Sahit (Secrctary), Ja-
nab 8. Caseen (Assi. Secre-
tary) and Janab O. K. Ahamed
Jallaldeen (Treasurer).

SN

Fishing Industry
Should be Equally
Helped

1f- Ceylon’s economy isto
develop and the fishermen are
to progress, it is absolutely
essential that the fishing indus-
try is given the same Kind of
help as agriculture.

So said ‘Mr. S. Stanislaus,
President Northern Province
Fishermen’s Cooperative So-
cieties Union, speaking ata
Conference of fishery coop-
eratives in the Mannar Dis-
trict.

He went on to say that only
through Cooperation could
the fishermen free themselves
from the clutches of the rapa-
cious mudalalis.

The problems confronting
fishery cooperatives in the
District were exhaustively dis-
cussed and various resolutions
were passed.

Mr. N. Vetharanja Seyon,
AGA Mannar, and Janab N.
S. M. Candu also spoke.

Japab M. P. A. Jabbar pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

Nearly 7,000 Cwts.
Supplied in a Fortright

The Northern Division Agri-
cultural Producers Union
despatched nearly 7000 cwis.
of potatoes to the CWE, in
just over a fortnight.

During the period 28-2-69—
15-3-69, the Union despatched
6636 cwts. of spuds surrend-
ered to it under the GPS.

During the first quarter of

-this year, the Union supplied

120,000 ewts of red onionsto
the CWE. Compzred to the
supply for the corresponding
period last year, there has
been a shortfall of 30,000
cwis. Knowledgeable sources
state that this is due to diver-
sification of crops..

LONDON NEWSLETTER

(Continued from page 2)
poverishing act of self-concern,
aretreat from life. Intepra-
tion is meeting life and enter-
ing its siream’.

British Universities Lure
Fewer Foreign Students

A drop of one-fifth in the
number of overseas students
applying for places at British
Universities through the Uni-
versities Central Couyncil on
Admission Scheme is recorded
today.

The Council’s report for
1967 —6E poinis out that tui-
tion'fees for overseas students
were raised by most Univer-
sities from about £:0 a year
to £250 from September
1967.

But in the same period the
number of *home’ candidates
rose by 11.7 percent.

The general pattern of first
preferencesfor subjectsshowed
no -sigpificant changes—and
social, administrative and
business studies was the top
pref:el:rcd siibject among home
students.

Overail 28,6 percent of
students put social studiesas

their first choice and 21.9 per-
cent were accepted. In science
a total of 26,9 per cent were
accepted although oanly 19,2
percent had put it as first:
choice.

The Council reports that the
total number of applicants
rose by 8.7 percent in 1967—
68; those. who obtained a
place represented the com-
bined undergraduate intake
of two large universities,

The Chairman, Dr, Geoffrey
Templeman, in his foreword,
points.out that last year bet-
ween the time the application
forms were sent to Univergi=
ties and final decisions des«
paiched to candidates well
over 2,000,000 transactions
were comducted between Uni-
versities and candidates.

He comments : All this is
now rightly taken for granted.
But it is worth pointing out,
at a time whea Universities
are' subject to much public
criticism, that British ‘Uni-
versities alone among Univer-

. sities have contrived to deal

with what may properly be
described as the new problem
of the mass eniry in & way
which is generally regarded as
both just and efficient.

Address s :

Retail Shop at !

JAFFNA MP.C.S, UNIGN LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Esiablishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-focds, Groceries,
Gilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISITMENT

74}1_3, Hospital Road, Jafing,

13/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.

" EARN AN EASY
| RS, 150/ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Satees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Available tn lovely designs  and enchanting colours a1

dJaffna Co-operative Textile

Societies Union,
¥ 16, CLCCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,

Pillow Cases,

Services in Eravurpattu.

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S_ Union Ltd.,
Chenkaladi

We are :—Agenis of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd.
5» s Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.
s»» s+ People’s Baok in Pawn Broking,

Transpors Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and rétail dealess in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agriculiural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur.

. =

Printed by Nichblaa James at St. Josepk’s Catholic Press, Main

Street, }affna and published by the Northern Division Cosonerarive:
Fedesation Lid., No. 12 & 14, Kankesanthurai Road, Jafna.
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