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COMMENTARY

THE LAIDLAW REPORT—1969

We had prefaced our Memorandum to” the Royal Commis-
sion on the Cooperative Movement in Ceylon with the enunci-
ation of the character and role of the Cooperative Movement
in the modern setting by Dr. M. Bonow, President of the Inter-
national Cooperative Alliance, which we would do well to repeat:

“Cooperation is at one and the same time a commercial enterprise
and a desmocratically contrelled popular movements It has thersfore to
meet a double requirement. Firstly, it must represent the highest econo-
mic efficiency in a competitive economic setting. But semndly, it must
also maintain its character of a democratically controlled self-help move-
ment for and by and through the pedple itself...... The policies pursued in
various national movements to achieve this may d1ffer but the aim of all
the practical measures to achieve co-ordination and integration: (should be)
exactly the same : to make the cooperative form of enterprise an' efficient
instrument to protect the economic and social interests of our members
and to influence the economic dewlopment in society as a whole in the
interest of the broad masses of citizens..

It is indeed gratifying to note that thc Laidlaw Commission
Report has in a large measure taken cognizance of the above
enunciation which is undoubtedly a unive:sa!ly_ accepted coop=
erative doctrine.

The Commission has rightly drawn our attention to the’

fact that there is no evidence in the whole history of coopera-
tion in the country that there has ever been any comprehensive,
long-range and sustained planning of cooperative development.
That the present Report, exhaustive and unequivocal as it is,
.—ﬁlis that gap in the conntry’s cooperative history goes without
saying.

Having closely reviewed the shortcomings and strength of
the movement in Ceylon, the Commissioners aver: “We are
not at all pessimisiic about the covperative movement in Ceylon,
even though we see serious fauits in it. Fundamentally there is
nothing wrong with it that cannot be put right”” That, we
should say, is going to be the main impact of the Report and
its strength as well.

We unreservedly and categorically pointed out in our Me-
morandum to the Commission thatin a developing country
like Ceylon, there should be planning for national development,
and one of oui majer recommendations-was that the coopera-
tive sector should be mcnrporated in the national plan, so that
it can play a more vital role in the ecouom:c and social life of
the nation.

In recommending. a National Cooperative Development
Council the Commission too has started from the assumption
that the whole cooperative system must be a major component
of natiopal economic development. To guote their very words :
“In a developing country with chronic problems of poverty,
shortfall in food production, unemployment and underemploy-
ment, lack of opportunity for youth, and low industrial pro=-

- ductivity coupled with great waste of manpower, cooperatives
must either gear themselves to massive ¢conomic development
or recede into the background’.

it is encouraging too that the Commission finds in the co-
operative movement of Ceylon some of the ingredients of heal-
thy development, in that it carries a goodly part of the econo-
mic load of the nation, it serves urban as well as rural people ;
in that cooperative business in Ceylon is Ceylonese business—
as the Report rightly points out, *“There is no better way, apart
from the public sector, of building Ceylonese ownership of
business in Czylon than makiog it cooperative™.

The Report while analysing the strong points of the coop-
erative movement in Ceylon does not fail to ses the weaker
side as well. It enumerates as some of the points of strength
of the movement the few societies of top quality, the tradition
of belief in the value of education, the high rate of literacy for

_a developing country, the social traditions that create a climaie
for a cooperative way of life. But at the same time it also sees
through fanatical dedication on the part of some cooperators,
one-man shows flourishing for a while, societies built on arti-
-ficial foundations of mere oratory (‘full of sound and fury but
signifying nothing') and government directives followed by
mechanistic compliance of departmental officers,

We are deliberately refraining from making any close ob-
servation on any of the recommendations embodied in the
report until the public and the cooperators in particular have
had the chance of reading through the voluminous report in its
entirety and until the full implications have been analysed and
felt. That however does not prevent us from congratulating
the Chairman of the Royal Commission, Dr. Alexander Fraser
Laidlaw and the other Commissioners including the Secretary,
on the great and arduous task which they have completed. The
nation as a whole shonld be grateful to them for the dedica-
tion, simplicity, sincerity and honest concern for national well-
being which they have brought to bear in the execution of this
onerous task That indeed is a lesson not only to the coopera-
tors in the country but to the entire nation as well.

For the present let us hope that they have laid the founda-
tion, as they themselves do not hesitate to claim, for a partici=
patory democracy based on Productivity, Efficiency and Social
Justice. Let us also hope that there will be no smashing of
‘window-panes in a rush for fresh air. Let us hope too that we
:shall earn our toil and inheritance anew,

————

Ceylon Tamils and

Ancient Ceylon
J. R, Sinpatamby

‘,— Mahatma Gandhi and India
{
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‘Cooperation Now The
Handmaid Of The State’

Reviewing the history of the Cooperative Movement in Ceylon of the past

60 years brings into focus one fact above all:

Government acting in the

earlier period as trustee and guardian, has ended up in firm control over

what was intended to be a voluntary movement......

...Cooperation has now

become the handmaid of the State and Cooperative societies are virtually
agencies directed to carry out government policy, observes the Report of the
Royal Commission on the Cooperative Movement in Ceylon.

The Report also points out
that there is no evidence that
there has ever been any com-
prehensive long-range and
sustained planning of coopera-
tive development in Ceylon.

Some of the major recom-
mendations made by the Com~
missioners are:

@ The setting up of a Na-
tional Cooperative Devel-
opment Council which will
be a valuable instrument of
deofficialisation, bringabout
the requisite coordination
between various government
departments impionging on
cooperative  development,

act as the agency for asses~ «

sing progress of coopera-
tives and framing plans for

their development and be!
channel for -

the principal
State aid to cooperatives.
It will be a body corporate
created by Act of Parlia-
ment. lis executive powers
will be vested in a Board of
Directors which may set up
a small executive committee.
The Board of Directors will
consist of not more than 20
persons, half of them official
and the other half non.-offi-
cial The Minister for Food
and Agriculture, it is sug-
gested, will be the Chair-
man of the Council. The
other official members would
include the ermanent Sec-
retary in the Ministries of
Agriculture, Finance, Plan-
ning, the Food Commis-
sioner, the Director of Agri-
culture, the Director of Ru-
ral Development and the
Director of Fisheries. The
other members will include
the Chairmen ofthe People’s
Bank and the CWE and
Presidents of various all-
island cooperative federa-
tions, There will also be
provision for inclusion of
outstanding academicians in
the fields of agriculture, eco-
nomics and cooperation.
The Report visualises an
organic connection between
the NCDC and the Coop-
erative Dept. The CCD
will be a member of the
Board of Directors and also
its chief executive officer.

® The establishment of 3
cooperative colleges to serve
as centres of training, ex-
tension work and special
educational services for the
whole island, to be located
at Polgolla, Jaffna and Galle.
These 3 colleges will have
equal status and will be ad-
ministered and managed by
the Cooperative Union of
Cevlon as one system. The
Jaffna Cooperative Training

School will become the [affna
Cooperative College. Train-
ing will be proyided for offi-
cials : and non-officials on
the same basis at all 3 col-
leges. But certain courses
will be mainly for govern-

ment officers and others for

employees. The medium of
instruction at Polgolla will
be Sinhalese with some
cousses in Tamil. At Jaffina
it will be in Tamil with some
courges {in Sinhalese if ne~
cessary. At Galle it will be
Sinhalese. All 3 colleges
will have residential facili-
ties. For general guidance
and expertise in the opera-
tion of these Colleges there
will be a National Board of
Trustees appointed with cer-
tain defined powers in rela-
tion to syllabus, courses,
staffing, budgeting and train-
ing policies, The Board will
consist of 6 trustees, 2 ap-
pointed | by the Cooperative
Union, 2 by the Govern-
ment and 2 coopted from
Universities or other educa-
tional institutions, The Di-
rector of Education and
Training of the Cooperative
Union will serve as its Se-
cretary. The Commission
considers it advisable to
geparate funds for training
from the general funds of
the Union. The 3 colleges
will undertake extension
work and the colleges at
Polgolla and Jaffna will in
addition provide corres-
pondence courses in coop-
eration.

® The present CWE to be re-

placed by 2 organisations—
one a consumer cooperative
federation (to be called the
Ceylon Consumer Coopera-
tive Federation) and the
other a State Import organi-
gation called the State Im-
port Corporation of Ceylon.
Both theseare to be set up
by Act of Perliament. The
CCCF will make a regular
contribution towards finan-
cing cooperative education
and training.

‘@ The People’s Bank should

be reorganised as the apex
credit and banking instiiu-
tion of the Cooperative
Movement but certain
changes will be necessary in
its control, structure and
administration, Frovision
should be made in the
People’s Bank Act to enable
cooperative societies to
purchase shares from the
Government (which now
holds 509, of the shares)
until two-thirds of the shares
are held by cooperatives.

@ Primary

There should also be provi-
gion made at the same time
for share-holding coopera-
tives to elect 4 of the &
Directors. Of the other 4
Directors, one should be the
CCD ex officio and the re-
maining three should be no-
minated by the Minister of
Finance. The Commission-
ers state that. after 5 years
by which time they expect
the Movement to have es-
tablished itself in a much
stronger position, the Board
of Directors should consist
of 9 Directors of whom co-
operatives will elect 6, pro-
vided by then they have
acquired two-thirds of the
shares and the Finance Mi-
nister will appoint 3. The
People’s Bank, the Com-
missioners recommend
should also accept the zes-
ponsibility not only for the
education of its own em-
ployees but also the support
of the general program of
education and training in
the Cooperative Movement.
The Bank should be authe-
rised to treat as an operative
eXpense an amount €qui-
valent to 10% ofits profits
in the previous year from
dealings with cooperatives,
and such amount should be
paid to the Cooperative Un-
ion of Ceylon to support
cooperative education.
While hoping that Coopera-
tive Banks will merge with
the People’s Bank when the
recommended changes are
made in the People’s Bank,
the Commissioners state
that they are reluctant to
recommend a compulsory
merger if the Cooperative
Banks are functioning satis-
factorily,

@ While the Cooperative De-

partment should be an
‘open’ rather than a *closed’
Dept, senior posts includ-
ing that of the CCD should
be filled only by officers
with considerable experience
in the movement.

societies should
be afiiliated directly to the
apex organisations withont
a middle tier between them.
There should be 9 apex
national organisations: the
Cooperative Union of Cey-
lon, the People’s Bapk and
7 business federations, 4 of
which will specialise in agri-
culture: the Northern Di-
vision Agricultural Produ-
cers Union, the Commis-
gioners suggest, can be
converted into a national
marketing federation for
(Continued on page 4)
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s I See It

Gandhiji's life can be sum-
med up as a quest for Truth.
He was constantly seeking to
clarify and purify his motives
and actions: therefore hostile
or unfavourzble judgements
would hard!y have upset him ;
instead they would h ve helped
him to remorselessly scrutinise
his intentions.

One need hardly worry at
this stage aboui those polis
tically coloured judge€ments
which denounced him as a
half-naked fakir or as a lackey
of imperialism, History has
dumped these assessments 1nto
its dustbin—where they rightly
belong.

I am thinking rather of the
evaluations made by people
like the late George Orwell
and, recently, by Malcolm
Muggeridge, which, however
wrong-headed we may think
them to be, helpus togeta
better all-round view of Gan-
dhiji’s life, work and achieve-
ments.

I read Orwell’s essay some
time back and, since I dont
have it with me just now, I
have to rely on a fanlty memo-
ry. Thongh fundamentally
symrathetic to Gandhiji’s poli-
tical stance vis-a-vis the Bri-
tish Empire, Orwell analysés
his personality in psycheo-ana-
Iytical terms, asfar as Ican
remember; this, someone might
remark, is the characteristic
disease of the sceptical intelli-
gentsia of the modern West
who—through a compulsive
obseggsion—must dissect the
personality, probing and pry-

ing for neuroses and com-

plexes. Orwell, if I remember
right, thinks of Gandhias being
fascinated by power, His ana-
lysis visualises the frail, old
figure seated on his prayer-
mat, thrilled with the thought
of being able to shake the
mighty British empire. 1 dont
know whether Gandhiji ever
read Orwell’s assessment; if
he had, his only reply might
have been his famous tooth-
less smile. _

“Orwell’s is obviously very
much a Western evaluation:
Gandhi’s spiritnal quest, and
the terms in which it was
couched, were much too alien
for him to understand or ac«
cept, so he had to ‘make’ him
in his own image.

Malcolm Muggeridge has a
gimlet eye which bores through
the facade: I remember, for
instance, his brilliant piece on
the late President Kennedy
(included in his collection
Tread Softly, For You Tread
On My Jokes). Recently he
returned to Indiaona personal
quest for Gandhi, which was
to form the subject of a pro-
gram for British television
audiences. His conclusion: “In
this centenary year, people all
over the world, and here par-
ticularly, are going to stand
up and proclaim their admira-

0

tion of, and loyaity to, Gan-
dhi’s principles.
lot of humbug really, because
what hag really happened is
that nothing remains of his
principles in practice in India.
The idea of wvillage units of
production is completely gone;
his ideas of asceticism and abs-
tinence have not taken hold of
people. They may wear khadi
and that sort of thing, butl
am sure most of them dont
really believe in Gandhi’s prin-
ciples”. He thinks Gandhi
has been completcly defeated
by history.

Muggeridge recalis 2 con-
versation he had witha villager

“who told him that Gandhi was

a man who believed in truth.
Muggeridge asked him “Do
you believe in truth?'? The
villager laughed heartily and
replied **No, I have to earn
my living, and in order toearn
my living I have fo indulge in
falsehood”. Muggeridge glos-
ses: *I think that man in a
simple sort of way was really
expressing the view of 99.9 per
cent of his fellow countrymen.
In other words, they complete«
ly disabuse themselves of the
idea that there’s any relation
between what Gandhi advo-
cated and actual conduct. . ..
I dont think Gandhi has any
impact on India today more
than a sort of pious obeisance
in his direction. 1 dont think
that any politician or peison
in authority would dream of
actually applying the principles
that he recommended”’,

Muggeridge confesses that
Gandhi’s vision of a society in
which people lived simply and
restrained their animal im-
pulses is one which he finds
enormously appealing. But he
adds *‘I dont think that it has
come to pass in India or per-
baps could have come to pass.
And I’m not at all sure that it
wasn’t, even with Gandhi, a
sort of fantasy—a very de-
lightful fantasy.

Despite the heroic efforts of
Vinoba Bhave and Marayan,
Muggeridge feels that in a
decade or so India will—if the
present process goes on—be
indistinguishable from any
Westernised,  Americanised
country. This, however de-
pressing, is substantially true
of Ceylon too—despite the
efforts of the Gandhians (the
genuine ones and the seif-pro-
claimed ones).

Nietzsche once remarked
that a Christian is one who
behaves like everybedy else.
Unfortunately, mutatis mu-
tandis, this is applicable to
some of Gandhiji’s followers
both in India and Ceylon. If
this sounds cynical, I can only
say that cynicism is idealism
in reverse, tempered by real-
ism. Which reminds me that,
originally, a cynic was one of
a Greek school of philosophers
who tavght that virtue is the
only good, and that its essence
lies in self-control and inde-
pendence.
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McKenzie was famous for
his valuable collection of an-
cient manuscripts particularly
of South India. Asiatic
Journal, 1822, Vol. 13, P322
gives reference to acopy of
Grammar in AncientT amil as
included in his collections,

Tamil Place Names

The Tamil world Malai for
mountain appearsin Ptolemy’s
Geography (100 A.D ). This
pame which had applied to
the central mountain region
of Ceylon by . Ptolemy nezarly
20 centuries ago' can still be
traced in this area. B.S.
Perera (Ceylon  Historical
Journal, Vol. 11, 1953, PP
241+250) says, “Tamil place
names are found mostly along
the sea coast and in Anuradha-
pura, Chilaw and Puttalam
Districts. Though there are
no native Tamils living along
the sea coast south of Colom-
bo, the Tamil origin of most
of the present inhabitants
there is seen from the fairly
large number of Tamil place
names. The ge names of these
people too attest to their
Tamil origin. The word Malai
meaning in Tamil a ““mountain
or a hill’” is found even in the
central parts of the island.
They are come across in litera-
ture produced many centuries
before the opening up of
plantations and show that the
Tamil element in the com-
position. of the Sinhalese is
far greater than is usually

On the subject of Archi-
tecture the following ¢bserva-
tions are of interest. It has
been pointed out (Monthly
Literary Register Vol. I1i,
1894, P260) **Similiarity bet-
ween 1000 pillarts of Lowa
Maha paya and temples of
Rameswaram, Madura, and
Seringham. Only one of its
kind in island coupled with
striking dissimilarity to gen-
eral character of Buddha tem-
ples afford ground to believe
that Lowa-Maha-Paya s
rather of Hindu origin than
Buddha origin.”

Captain Chapman haspoint-
ed out (Transactions RASCE,
Vol. 3, 1832, P472-474) in re-
fersnce to Lowa-Maha-Paya,
“Similarity exists between
these 1000 pillars and those
which form part of some of
the most important Hindu
temples onthe opposite coast,”

In reference to ancient archi-
tecture he states, “1It is re-
marked by Knox and admit-
ted by those whom I made
enquiries that patives of
Ceylon were formerly and are
at present utterly incapable of
exccuting such work as these
sculptures in granite. | was
informed, Hindus were em-
ployed and shown granite ex-
tremely well cut in progress
destined for a Bo tree on
which some Hindus had re-
cently been employed—

Found subsequently at Ra-
meswaram that the artis not
lost .. granite...still made. Met
..instances in Rameswaram

by J. R, Sinnatamby, B, Sc.

conceded. Ranmalaya, Kot-
male, and Gilimale are some
of the examples.”

It is also of interest to note
that Knox has mentioned in
his book on *“Ceylon” that
the natives referred to the
mountaing as “Malell.” Ad-
am’s Peak which is known to
the Tamils as Olipadam has
been described as such by
Ptolemy in his geography.
where it is referred to as Uli-
pada (Oulipada) This means
that the central mountain
range and Adam’s Peak have
been called from at least 100
A.D. to this day by the Tamil
pames Malai and Ulipadam
(Oulipadam).

The Hindu temple at Devi-
nuwara is described by Ptole-
my as ““Sacra Luna’ Sacred
to the Moon, This is a clear
indication of the existence of
a Hindu temple at Devinue
wara nearly 000 years ago.
This place is described by
Ptolemy as Dagana.

Weligama has also been as-
sociated with Hinduism from
very ancient times as can be
inferred from Paravi Sandesa
which says Weligama Putuna
was once a port of great ime
portance—teemed with Brah-
mans and Vaisyas decked with
gold (Hinduism in Ceylon—
Navaratnam, P108.)

Mahavalatenne Bandar has
pointed out (RASCB, Vol. 21,
1908-09, PI133), a certain
Thero sent to Ganita Lankara
Achariya a teacher of music
at Nagapatuna in Jambudwi-
pa and obtained a book on
music which the Thero trans-
lated into Sinhalese verse
called “Wadankusa Ratpa-
mala.,” He has also pointed
out “The Pada in this book

are almost all in the Tamil .

Language, with a mixture of
Telugy words and words of
other Indian dialects.”

and Madura ..several human
figures as well as horses form-
ed part of pedestals...recently
erected.”

Regarding arrivalsin Ceylon
of immigrants from South
India a few centuries ago and
minority castes the following
references are of interest,
C. 8. Navarztnam has pointed
out (History of Hinduism
Ceylon, Pi84) that Codrington
has expressed the view that
“The two most important
minority castes in >inhala
low country undoubtedly of
Tamil or at least South Indian
dsscent.”

-ws  CEVION TAMILS AND ANCIENT CEYION

Reference to the minority
castes above, the following
extracts from *“Sinbhale and
Patriots by Paul Pieris and
from memoirs of Duteh Go-
vernors, are of considerable
interest.
“Translation from a Malabar
writing—Sgd Vande Graff”—
The declaration of His Excel-
lency the Honourable William
Jacon Van de Graff Governor
of the Island of Ceylon......
"Be it known to the Head-
man of the weavers name
Joshua Amerian and William
Velayuden and all weavers
present at this place and the
weavers who shall come here-
after from Madorakary and
from other placss, ;
1st- That we have thought
proper to consider the
said weavers as chalias
and therefore we have
appeinted . to be chief of
the weavers

2nd- That the said weavers ..
be excused {rom every
public labour and also
paying the diffzrent taxes.

3rd- Thatif the weavers should
apply to us for any pieces
of ground at Chilaw . we
shall grant the said
grounds .. !

4th- weavsrs no need to pay
taxes for the grounds......

Sth- That weavers requested-
-..piece of land.. 1o plant
12000 coconuts... thecom-
pany to show kindness ..
give them . as a gift ...

Mudalivar Governor’s Gate”

From memoirs of Dutch
Governors, Instructions to
Dutch Command in Ceylon
from Dutch Governor General
India—(1655-1665).

“On account of land sadly
depopulated and ruined as we
have already stated, we have
decided, in the interests of
the company, to cultivate and
people these with company’s
bondsmen and slaves. By
this means abandoped and
deserted lands will become
our lawful property and we
will have supreme dominion
there. The lands lie principal-

ly in the five districts or Kor- -

ales beginning from Pitigalle
northward with Pasdun and
Wellalewiti Korale, as far as,
Anguruatote and Narigolle.

(To be Continued)
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Mahatma Gandhi’s teach-
ings are applicable to a wide
range of people and situations.
He considered the individual
as the basic univ of all human
affairs. Therefore, the spiri-
tual, intellectual, moral and
physical welfare and develop-
ment of the individual, was his
primary pre-occupation. At
the same time, he evolved ef-

fective procedures for action -

by groups united by common
ideals and convictions, by large
masses of people suffering un-
der various kinds of disabili-
ties and finally by nations or-
ganised as political units in
States administered, controlled
and reguiated by Governments,

The one teaching which is
basic and fundamental 1o all
his other teachings is non-viol-
ence. It was his firm convic-
tion that the tendency towards
violence which isstilla power-
ful impulse in man is the resi-
due of his evoluiion through
animal ancestors, While it can-
not be ignored, the major ob~
jectives of human evolution is
to control, discipline and regu-
late this tendency. :

Further, thig has to be done
not by blind and unconscions
processes but through consci-
ous human will. Control of the
body by the mind and of both
by the spirit should be the ob-
jective of individuals, associa-
tions and nations, Necessarily
evolution will proceed at a
differens pace and level for
every human being,

Whazn several individuals
act as a body, all of them can-
not be expected te actat the
highest level of non-violence
but the appropriate level hag

non-violence as the basic con-
dition of the legal existence of
any kind of association or or-
ganisation in India. Art 19 (j)
(C) which gives to all citizens
the right to form associations
or unions is quaiified by the
right of the State ‘“to impose
reasonable restrictions in the
interests of public order or
morality™,

It is quite constituiional ro
have a basic statute stating
that no organisation or asso-
ciation will be legal if it seeks
to achieve any social or eco-
nomic objectives by violence
orifitis proved that it uses
violent methods for such pur-
poses. Such a restriction on
the right of association is ob-
viously in the interest of mor-
ality and public order. The
immediate justification for
such prohibition is the emerg-
ence of Naxalites and the use
bv some labour unions of
Gherao and other obviously
coercive methods,

Inis certzinly not enough
merely to prohibit by law all
associations which resort to
violence. There will be lawless
individuals and groups which
will resort to violence disre-
garding all legal prohibitions.
To seck to suppress them by
counter-violence of the police,
and where necessary, the Arm Vs
may appear to be the simplest
and most scasible course, I
am not suoggesting that these
organs of the State should nos
be used at all but too much
dependence upon counter-
violence by the State will be
indirectly playing into the
hands of the votaries of viol-
ence. None-cooperation with

EBy K. Santhanam

to be determined between the
absolute minimum of indivi-
dual abstention from use of
physical violence towards an-
other human being and the
complete mental and spiritual
non-violence devoid of all ha-
tred and ill-will which is the
mark of a fully developed
human being. This non-viol-
ence is thus a dynamic con-
ception.

During the Indian struggle
forfreedom, Gandhiji wasable
to demonstrate the working of
non-violence of hisconception
by individuals, groups and
masses. It is unfortunate that
in the India of today, many
forms of agitations and de-
monstrations should be ac-
companied by violence. If this
trend is not checked, freedom

of the individual and national -
. independence which have been

the priceless gifis of Gandhiji
to India may be lost.

Those who cherish the illn-
sion that a violeat revolution
can be staged in India on the
lines of the communist revo-
lutions of Russia and China
are deluding themselves, The
only alternative to a peaceful
and non-violent evolution is
utter chaos in which hundreds
of millions will die of famine
and civil strife.

Only a peaceful democratic
evolution can bring about the
social and economic transfor-
mation which we desire in
which poverty will be elimin-
ated and notions of superiority
based on birth, wealth or occu-
pation will be extinguished.

Not TInconsistent

I do not think itis incon-
sistent with Gandhian princi-
ples to use the democratic le-
gislative process to enforce

and non-violent resistance to
violence must be organised all
over the country among stud-
enis, workers and peasants,
Counter-violence by the police
and the army should be onlya
marginal safeguard for our
democracy.

Next to resistance to viol-
ence, the greatest need today
is efficiency. While in many
respects, Mahatma Gandhi
was conservative and even risk-
ed being called reactionary, he
was one of the most efficient
political leaders the world has
ever seen. He practised the
utmost  economy of time,
thought and effort. Punctua-
lity, quick decision and prompt
action were his outstanding
characteristics as a leader. He
insisted that complete and ac-
curate accounts of all sums
collected and spent for public
work should be maintained and
published. If only all Indian
leaders were as efficiens as
Gandhiji, was, our progress
would have been much greater
than it has been.

It is needless to say that
Gandhiji stood for complete
integrity in public as well ag
private life. He had really no
private life at all, Everything
he did was almost in public
View. One need not follow him
10 this extent, but the need for
purity and hooesty in private
as well as public life cannot
bs exaggerated, Though the
belief may be exaggerated, it
cannot be denied that it is
generally believed that our
public undertakings, politics
and elections are corroded by
corruption. Here again, ad-
ministrative and legislative
measures may be necessary and
useful, but they can help only
if the moral fibre of our people,

MAHATMA GANDHI AND

particularly those who occupy
responsible positions in public
life, is strengthened, Promises
of easy prosperity, extravagang
expenditure of borrowed and
created money, creation of a
large number of new Jjobs with-
out training the necessary per-
sonnel, have demoralised all
sections of the people,

Hard work, disinterested
service, simplicity of life and
subordination of material to
spiritual objectives are ths
Gandhian prescription for the
restoration of moral values
without which no real progress
i8 possible.

Lastly, Gandhiji believed in
decentralisation. He dreamed
of a federation of village and
town republics each of which

GANDHIJI ON COOP

The world today is moving
towards the ideal of collective
or cooperative effort in every
department of life. .. .1 firm-
ly believe too that we shall
not derive the full benefits of
agriculture until we take to
cooperative farming. Does it
not stand to reason that it is
far better for a hundred fami-
lies in a village to cultivate
their lands collectively and
divide the income therefrom
than to divide the land any-
how into a hundred portions ?
—£Harijan, Feb. 15, 1942, p. 39.

The secret of successful co-
operative effort is that the
members must be honest and
know the great merit of coop-
eration and it must have a
definite progressive goal. Thus,
holding a certain sum of money
in cooperation for the sake of
making more money by charg-
ing exorbitant rates of interest
is 2 bad goal. But coopera-
tive farming or dairying is un-
doubtedly a good goal pro-

moting national interests.
Such instances can be mulii-
plied.

— Harijan,; Nov. 10, 1945,
‘Without character there is
no cooperation’ is a sound
maxim,
—Harijan, Feb. 2, 1947,
I value individual freedom
but you must not forget thas
man is essentially a social be-
ing. He has risen to his pre-
sent status by learning to ad-
just his individualism to the
requirements of social pro-
gress, Unrestricted individu-
alism is the law of the beast
of the jungle. We have learnt
to strike the mean between in-
dividual freedom and social
restraint. Willing submission
to social restraint for the sake
of the well being of the whole
society, enriches both the in-
dividual and the society of
which one is a member.
—Harijan, 27-5-39, p, 135.

Individual liberty and inter-
dependence are both essential
for life in society. Only a Ro-
binson Crusce can afford to
be all self-sufficient. When a
man has done all he can for
the satisfaction of his essential
requirements he will seek the
cooperation of his neighbours
for the rest, That will be true
cooperation.

—Harijan, March 3, 1946,

Man is as much self-depend-
ent as inter-dependent. When
dependence becomes necessary
in order to keep society in
good order it is no longer de-~
pendence, but becomes coop-
eration. There is sweetness
in cooperation; there is no
one weak or strong among
those who cooperate. Each is

will strive to be as self-suffici-
€nt as possible, while the State
Government will step in only
for purposes which are come
mon to several villages and
towns, and the Central Gov-
ernment only formatters com-
mon to the States. Now the
position hasg become topsy
turvy. Inthe name of plan-
ning, everywhere centralisation
and bureaucratisation is in-
creasing. In preventing con-
centration of wealth, concen-
tration of power is even more
dangerous. Above, all, con-
centration of wealth and power
in the ‘leviathan called the

- State is the greatest evil which

the people of India have to
face.
The Gandhian road to free-

equal to the other. There is
a feeling of helplessness in
depsndency. Members of a
family are as much self de-
pendent as inter-dependent,
Thereis no feeling of either
mine or thine. They are all
cooperators. So alsoc when
we take a society, a nation or
the whole of mankind as a
family, all men become coop-
erators.
— Ideology of the Charlcha,
December 12, 1945.
The social worker should
first make a systematic, de-
tailed inquiry on the spot as
to what occupations could be
undertaken in each village.
They should then proceed to
organize these occupations on
a cooperative basis.
—NMahatma Gandhi, the Last

—Phage, Vol. 1 (1956), p. 494,

Drops in isolation could
only fade away; drops in coop-
eration made the ocean.

—Harijan, Sept.. 7, 1947,

Man becomes great exactly
in the degree in which he works
for the welfare of his fellow-
men,

—Ethical Religion, p. 56.

Though articles may be
manufactured by villagers in
their cottages, they can be
pooled together and the profits
divided. The villagers may
work under supervision and
according to plan. The raw
material may be supplied from
the .common stock. If the
will to cooperative effort js
created, there is surely ample
opportunity for cooperation,
division of labour, saving of
time and efficiency of work.,

—Harijan, Nov. 16, 1934,
pp. 316-17,

It is a complate republic,
independent of its neighbours
for its vital wants, and yet
interdependent for many other
wants in which dependence s
a necessity. Thus every vyil-
lage’s first concern will “be to
grow its own food crops and
cotton for its cloth. It should
have a reserve for its cattle,
recreation and playground for
adults and children. Then if
there is more land available,
it will grow useful money
crops, thus excluding. . . , to-
bacco, opium and the like,
The village will maintain a
village theatre, school and
publichall. It will have its
own water works ensuring
clean supply. This can be done
through controlled wells and
tanks (reservoirs). Education
will be compulsory up to the
final basic course. As far as
possible, every activity will be
conducted on a cooperative
bagis,

— Harijan, July 26, 1942
L

dom, equality, dignity and
self-respect i through decen-
tralisation of both wealth and
power. ' In the Panchayat Raj
and the cooperative’ move-
ment, we have the beginnings
of such decentralisation, bug
both of them today are under
bureaucratic leading strings.
Ambiticus persons are trying
to convert them into convenij-
ent tools for their selfish ends,

To make these movements
self-governing and self-sup-
porting and enable them to
function honestly and effigi-
cutly is in .my view the most

.urgeni work that is needed to

provide a suitable climate for
nonviolent democratic evolu-
tion in accordafice with the
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi,

« » .. T'he cooperative move-
ment will be a blessing to In-
dia only to the extent that i is
a moral movemeni strictly
direcied by men fired with re-
ligious ferveur. . . - facility for
obtaining loans at fair rates
will not make immoral men
moral. . . . Too often we be-
lieve that material prosperity
means moral growth. It ig
necessary that a movement
which is fraught with so much
good %0 India shouid not de.
generate into ope for merely
advancing cheap loans. el
With this standard before us
we will not measure the suce-
cess of the movements by the
number of cooperative socie-
ties formed, but by the moral
condition of the cooperators,
The registrars will, in thag
event, ensure the moral growih
of exisiing societies before
mutiplying them, And the gov-
cinment will make their pro-
motion conditional, not upon
the number of societies they
have registered, byt the moral
success of the existing instiju-
tions. This will mean tracing
every pie (penny) lent to the
members. Those responsible
for the proper conduct of co-
operative societies will see to
it that the money advanced
does not find its way  into the
toddy-seller’s till or into the
pockets of the keepers of gam-
bling dens.

—Speeches and Writings of
Gandhi, p. 355. .

My notion of cooperation is
that the land would be held in
cooperation by the owners and
tilled and cultivated also in cos
operation. This would cause
a saving of labour, capital,
tools, etc. The owners would
work in cooperation and own
capital, tools, animals, seeds,
etc., in cooperation, Coopera-
tive farming of my conception
would change the face of the
land and banish pPoverty and
idleness from their midst, All
this is only possible if people
become friends of one another
and as one family,

— Harijan, March 3, 1047.

CONTRACT SIGNED

The Northern Prov VCE
Fishermen’s Cooperative 5o-
cietics Union hag entered into
a contract with Messrs. Conch
Shell Industries Ltd, of Easy
Pakistanto supply conch skells,
The contract was signed at the
Pakistan High Commissioner’s
Office in Colombo recently.

Under this contract the Unis
on will supply conch shells to
the value of nearly Rs. 13
lakhs before December 15th.
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THE STATE'S HANDMAID

(Continued from page 1)
subsidiary foodstuffs with
headquarters in Jaffna and
branches wherever neces-
sary.

@ A temporary Committee of
3 persons should be appoint-
ed immediately to approve
salary scales for cooperative
employees and carry out
ceriain other functions in
conneciion with employ-

_ment in the Movement.
There should be 2 perman-
ent Cooperative Employees
Service Board with a corres-

ponding Board at District
level toregulate and upgrade
the gonditions of employ-
ment in the Movement.

The Commissioners poind

out that their recommenda-

tions bave been made bearing

‘in mind that ideals must be

tempered by facts at hand and
with an awareness of what is
humanly attainable. Our ob-
jective, they state, throughout
has been to prepare a practical
document on which futore
planning and action can be
based.

_M

IGGER COLLECTIONS

The Marketing Department
Jaffna, collected a bigger
quantity of vegetables during
the period 1-4-69 to 30.6-69
than during the corresponding
period last year: this year the
collections toited up to 302,
082 1bs. as against 271,022 1bs.
last year.

The large increase in the
collection of vegetables. was
due to increased production,
fixing of floor prices for cer-
tain vegerables and a stream
lined field orgapisdtion,

Out_of the collection of
302,082 1bs. of vegetables,
104,725 1bs, of vegetables were

sent to the Poya Pola and the
balance was despatched to
Tripoli Market.

The organisation of mobile
van services in certain areas
has expanded the sale of vege-
tables. The collection of
eggs however, has not been
satisfactory, due to low pro-
duction.

The turnover in the depart-
mental shops has increased
during the quarter under re-
view : the total furnover at
these shops was Rs. 275,123
whereas during the correspond-
ing pericd last year it was
Rs. 263,160/-

FIXED DEPDSITS

23% and 3%% respectively.
and 43% respectively.

{nterest payable will be 437%.

{NVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Depaosits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the ratefof 31% is allowed on Savings De-~
posits from 1-7-69. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 47 for the month in which there
is 2 minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/- or over. -

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable om Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%.

PAWN BROKING

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches: The rate
of interest charged is 11% and Repayment by Instalments
is allowed. :

Branches :
]affna—?aranthsn—Chunnakam-—-Point Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
: —Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :

58, MAIN STREET. JAFFNA.

JAFFNA M.P.C.S, UNION LTD,

| Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for
CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Grocerles,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

Address1 '
74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

Retall Shop at1
15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.

Recurring Deposits

The members of the Moolai
East Coop Credit Socigty have
started a recurring deposits
scheme. ‘Every member who
deposits Re. 1/~ monthly will,
at the end of 81 months, get
Rs 100/-. They can aiso pay
Rs. 2/- 3/% 5/~ and 10/~ month-
ly, as some members are doing
and will be paid back propor-
tionately. Members who pay
Rs. 10/~ monthly will be en-
titled to Rs. 1000/- at the end
of 81 months.

If all societies operate such
a scheme, the members will be
benefited and the Moyement
will be tremendously strength-
ened. :

TR RO
FEDERATION URGED
TO FORM FISHERIES

SUB-COMMITTEE

The Northern Province Fish-
ermen’s Cooperative Socieiies
Union Ltd. has urged the Co-
operative Federation of
Ceylon to form a fisheries sub-
committee which may from
time to time discuss problems
relating.to fishery cooperatives
in the island to execute devel-
opment schemes and projects.

In its letter, the Union has
pointed out that fishery coop-
eratives face many problems
which have to be solved at
district level, national level
and international levels: these
problems will have to be care-
fully examined before steps
are taken to solve them.

1t adds that development of
fisheries through fishery co-
operatives is very desirous for
the ecomomic development of
Ceylon, and these coops have
a significant role to play in
the national development of
the country.

_ T
STORES SOCIETY
CELEBRATES
SILVER JUBILEE

The Vaddu West Coopera-
tive Stores Society recently
celebrated its silver jobilee.

This Society which was start-
ed in 1944 now has a member-
ship of 132 and a coupon
strength of 830, Though com-
paratively a small society it
has done well, thanks to the
untiring efforts of those at the
helm. As at 1-3-69, its share
capital was Rs, 1,910/1 , its
Reserve Fund totted up to
Rs. 3,525/70, the Common
Good Fund was Rs. 212/24
and the Building Fund Rs.
685/07. Besides this the Socie-
ty has a building of its own.

Speaking f§at the combined
25th apnual general meeting
and jubile¢ celebrations, Mr.
M. Ganapathipillai, Hony.
Treasurer NDCF, exhorted
them to forge ahead without
slackening pace.

The following were elected
office-bearers ; Messrs, M. Ra-
malingam (President), M, San-
mugam(Vice-President) and K.

Krishnar (Treasurer). Messre.
E. Anantharajah, N. Indra-
kumar, A. Viswanathan and
A. Kandaswamy were elected
to the Committee.

(i ol vt
SOLE DISTRIBUTOR

The All-Ceylon Cooperative
Consumers Union will be the
sole distributor of Lakspray
for the entire island, while
MPCS Unions apd the Col-
ombo Consumers Cooperative
Society Ltd. (for Colombo
city) will be district wholesal-
ers.

‘A LOSS TO THE COMMUNITY’

Isscrutable are the ways of
Providence.
ise when 1 attended the Annual
General Meeting of the Puloly
MPCS Union about 3 weeks
ago tha: [ was meeting its
President Mr, Chelliah Manic-
kavasagar for the last “time.
His last request to me was o
belp in getting the CWE de-
pot at Point Pedro handed
over to his Union and I pro-
mised to do all I could.

With his death which came
as a rude shock 1o me, the
Northern Cooperative Move-
ment has lost a devoied coop-
erator and a valiant fighter for
the Movement. His death
has left a gap ip the Northern
Movement which iy is almost
impossible to fill.

Both as an official coopera=
tor and later on as an unoffi-
cial one, 1 came to know him
very intimately. He was a
man of undoubted integrity,
fearless, outspoken and im-
partial in his dealings. When-
ever criticisms were called for,
he spared neitber friend nor
foe: | myself have been at the
receiving’ end of his criticisms
and appreciated him all the
more for it. Not for him the
ways of the wily politician
who is prepared to compro=
mise his principles in order 1o
safegnard his position. He
had a clean and honourable
record in his public dealings,
which he was not prepared to
sacrifice for the sake of power.

1 must record here one or
two incidents which illustrate
his deep failth in cooperative
principles. When he was the
President of the Puloly South
Stores Society, the building
was gutted by fire. Nothing
daunted, he ordered that dis-
tribution of goods be carried
on under a tree, I suggested
that his society undertake
wholesale business; he readily
agreed despite the bitter oppo-

Little did [ real-"

sition of the private traders .
and this stores society became
the first in the area to under-
take 'cooperative wholesale
business,” The Puloly MPCS
Union of which he was Presi-
dent, was a model in the area
for equitable distribution of
goods and honest dealings,
When the Cooperator-the
official organ of the Northérn
Division Cooperative Federa-
tion-had to be temporarily
suspended following the death
of its revered President Mr. V.
Veerasingham, I went round
vigiting Unions and Societies
cinvassing support o recom-
mence publication of the
journal. Mr. Manickavasagar
had great foresight and realis=
ing the immense value of
a cooperative journal, he
straightaway agreed to give a
substantial sum as a donation.
Mr. Manickavasagar was
the eldest son of a very dis-
tinguished family, and illus-
trious in his own right. His
father was the late Mr. Mura-
gesar Chelliah, Town Overseer
and later Asst. PWD Engineer
at Apuradhapura, who was
famous for his philanthropy.
Mr. Manickavasagar, after
completing his education ‘at
Ananda College, served for
some time on the isaching
staff of Sacred Heart College,
Karaveddy. Later he accepted
the post of Registrar of Marri-
ages, Births and Desaths for
Vadamaradchy, which he held
for nearly 30 years. Healso
took to local government
politics and was the Chairman
of the Puloly VC for several
terms till his death. He was
an ardent religious and social
worker too He was the
Treasurer of the Board of
Management of the Vallipuram
temple for mors than two
decades. His death isa great
blow to the entire Tamil com-
munity. R. Rajaratnam

the services of :—

1. STORE-KEEPER:

(b) Qualifications :

WANTED

The Udupiddy V.C. Area ML.P.C.S. Union Ltd., requires

1. A Store-Keeper for its Textiles Section and
2. A Part-time Internal Auditor.

(a) Age—Between 26 and 35 years.
A pass in G.C.E. (Ordinary Level)

in six subjects at one and the same sitting with four Credits
including Credits in Arithmetic or Mathematics, Tamil and
any two subjects. Credits in Arithmetic or Mathematics,
Tamil and another subject should have been obtained in the
first sitting and the fourth may be in the second sitting. A
pass in a subject in G.C.E. (Advanced Level) will be con-
sidered as a Credit Pass in G.C.E. (Ordinary Level),

Those with a. knowledge of English or Sinhalese, at
least a Pass in the Ordinary Level of the Cooperative Em-

ployees Certificate and experience in the Textile trade will
be specially considered.

(c) Salary Scale: Rs. 150/~ - Rs. 250- plus allowances

Rs. 10/- x 10 payable at the
Union’s rates.
(d) Security : Cash e Rs. 1,500/-

Property . . Rs. 2,000/~

(¢) Period of Probation: One year,

1i. PART-TIME INTERNAL AUDITOR:

(a) Qualification : A retired Cooperative Inspector or
retired Accountant :

(b) \garking Days: Three days in a week following Poya

ay.

© Ren):uueratiun:
worked.

@ Applications for the above posts should be sent to the

Presiden: by Registered Post to reach him on or be-
fore 12 noon of ¥-10-69.

Daily pay of Rs. 12-50 per day

@ Address: President, Udupiddy V.C. Area M.P.C.S.
Union Ltd., Udupiddy, Valvettiturai,
P. Kanapathypillai,
President.

Printed by MNicholas James at 5t. Josepts's Catholic rress, & aic
Street, Jaffna and published by the Norther~ Division Co-nprerative
Federation Ltd.. No. 12 & 14, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffna. 1-10 1960
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