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Newly appointed Deputy Inspectors General of Police (DIG)
refused to assume duties in war-torn areas of North-East,
citing health reasons.

In spite of reassurances given by the former Defence
Secretary General Cyril Ranatunge that letters would not
be tampered with recently, in a consignment of mall bags
reaching Jaffna, one bag was found fully packed with

C-1-D discovered that "Ghost cargo to Jaffna" was the
cause of acute shortage of essential food in the peninsula.
(see report inside)

LOSING THE WAR A
SHOOING AWAY PEACE!

"RIVAL GROUPS MUST
STOP BETRAYING THE
FREEDOM FIGHTERS"

Thondaman tells Expatriates.

MR S.Thondaman M.P. Minister of Tourism & Industrial Devel-
opment in the Sri Lankan Government was the Guest of Honour at
the International Festival of India, held in London. During his stay
he addressed a gathering of ex-patriot Tamils at the Conway Hall,
London, organised by the Tamil Information Cer -. U.K.

Excerpts from Questions and Answers;-

Q: What do you think should be done to stop the State-Sponsored hu-
man-rights violations in the Tamil areas of Sri Lanka?

A: There is a war situation in Sri Lanka. It is such that even the Presi-
dent of the country is not safe on the roads in the capital city. It is
therefore futile for anyone to speak of human rights or violations of
human rights. In a situation where self-protection or
self-preservation is the foremost priority do not speak of hu-

man-rights or fundamental rights.

The nonchalance with which the
Sri Lankan Government shoos
away all peace moves could give a
misleading impression “to the rest
of the world that the Dingri Banda
Wijetunga  administration in
Colombo is sitting on velvet”. The
truth is exactly opposite. Colombo
is perched on the top of a simmer-
ing volcano. It is no secret that the
Sri Lankan armed forces have been
steadily losing arms, men, army
camps and territory to the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam over
the past few years, The frequent
moeanings and wailings in the
Colombo Piess over the constant
r ilitary setbacks are themselves
proof of this, if proof is needed.
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremas-
inghe has gone on public record
with the frank admission that the
Government writ does not run in
most of the areas north of Vavu-
niya, In the East, despite years of
"ethnic cleansing" and State-spon-
sored Sinhala Colonisation, despite

Q: Cannot you Sir, take a lead to tackle the Tamil problem
of the North-East as you have done for the Up-Country
Tamils?

A: You must understand one thing clearly.
of the Up-Country Tamils and my first duty is to them.
They listen to me and they trust me. There is no com-
petition, amongst them for leadership nor is
in-fighting. As far as the Tamils of the North and Eas
are concerned, it will not be appropriate for me to speak

I am the leader

there

for them.

(Continued on page 3)

" Please do not
condone the
practice of
referring to the
so-called
Ethnic Problem.
Because there
really is no such
problem."

PRESIDENT BD WIJETUNGA

a formidable Army and Navy and
Air Force presence, the Govern-
ment is unable to maintain an
undisputed hold over territory.
The very metropolis of Colombo,
the seat of political power, has
been proved -unsafe for the most
powerful of politicians - Ranjan
Wijeyaratne, Lalith Athulathmu-
dali, President Premadasa. A
Navy Commander was killed in the
heart of Colombo and a much-
celebrated General, along with the
Jaffna military command was
wiped out in what was claimed as
Government-held turf. The seem-
ingly endless war itself is being
pursued by a Government notori-
ous for its dependence on foreign
aid. Unemployed Sinhalese youths
are no longer enamoured of enlist-
ing in the army. A guerilla leader
is administering a part of the is-
land, larger in extent than what
rulers of independent countries like
the Maldives and Singapore do.
Such being the unenvious and pa-
thetic situation in which the Sri
Lanka Government finds itself,
how does one explain its off-hand
rejection of attempts by well-
meaning Governments and interna-
tional organisations to bring about
a negotiated peace settlement?

The latest peace bid is a case in
point. An international group of
Nobel Prize winners has suggested
a 5-point Peace formula, recom-

(continued on page 2)
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*Truth and knowledge are an idle
gleam if they do not bring power to
change the world.”

Sri Aurobindo

Recognising that to change anything,
it is necessary to understand that
which we seek to change, the
TAMIL NATION is concerned not
omly with providing information, but
also with furthering an
understanding of the issues that
confront the Tamil national
movement. Recognising that, in the
end, we truly understand anything
only to the extent that we have not
been able to change it, the TAMIL
NATION is concerned with only
changing those material conditions
of existence which continue - to
oppress and discriminate against the
people of Tamil Eelam. The TAMIL
NATION is rooted in the growing
togertheness of the Tamil people and
it seeks to participate in the effort to
strengthen that togetherness. The
TAMIL NATION seeks to focus
attention on the unjust relationship
between nations without a state and
nations  that have achieved
statehood. And, the TAMIL
NATION . exists to debate and
campaign for the radical changes
necessary, both amongst the Tamil
people and outside, if the struggle of
the Tamil people for national self
determination is to be won.

Tamil Forum Limited, a company
registered in the United Kingdom, the
entirety of whose profits will go to a
charitable trust, established to help
Tamil refugees, to advance education
amongst Tamil people and to alleviate
poverty and hardship amongst them

The views expressed in this paper are
not necessarily those of the

publishers. TAMIL  NATION
welcomes reader responses in the
form of letters or  articles.

Contributions should preferably be
brief and typed on one side of the
paper only.
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mending at the same time that a
United Nations representative be
invited to mediate in the negotiation
process. The Nobel Prize winners
come from four western countries -
the United States, Britain, Belgium
and the Netherlands. TAMIL NA-
TION has reservations as to whether
the 5-point plan is either workable or
acceptable on both sides of the ethnic
fence. From the Tamil point of
view, it could be a question of "too
little too late”. But certainly we do
not advocate a peremptory rejection
of any proposal that could promote
the idea of peace, in a war-torn
island which had sacrificed over a
100,000 lives, both Tamils and
Sinhalese, in deadly violence within
a period of 10 years. Peace has to be
given a chance at all times. But what
has been the Government's response?
A Colombo report says:-
"Government has ruled out quite
categorically any United Nations
involvement in the separatist war.
Presidential Secretary KHJ Wijedasa

has written to the International

Secretary of the World Council for
Global co-operation, which together
with four Nobel laureates has mooted
this as part of the peace plan. Mr
Wijedasa's letter makes the succinct
point that the current problem is not
ethnic, but one of terrorism. It
pointedly accuses the LTTE of the
murders of Prime Minister Rajiv
of India and President

Ranasinghe Premadasa of Sri
Lanka".

Presidential Secretary Wijedasa has
apparently much to learn. Firstly,
Rajiv Gandhi was not Prime Minis-
ter of India when he was killed.
Secondly, despite the deviousness
with which the Indian Central Bu-
reau of Investigations went about the
investigation of the Rajiv Gandhi
murder, and the whole dubious pro-
cess that followed, and the secrecy
surrounding it, some sort of judicial
trial is yet continuing in Madras
after a lapse of two years, and a
verdict has yet to emerge. It is not
for Wijedasa to pronounce a verdict.
Thirdly, on the question of the Pre-
madasa killing, even Wijedasa's own
boss, President Wijetunga has been
cautious enough not to make an open
accusation of the LTTE. Fourthly,
even if Wijedasa is allowed his con-
tention that the LTTE killed an ex-
Prime Minister of a neighbouring
country in that soil, what relevance
has that in solving .a problem in
Wijedasa's own country? In permit-
ting a petty bureaucrat to reply to
four distinguished Nobel laureates,
the Wijetunga Government has
blotted its own copybook.

One can understand the dilemma that
the Sri Lanka Government faces.
Any intervention by the United Na-
tions in any form would demolish
for all time the Government theory
that it was a domestic issue. On the

-other hand, the mere acceptance that

S—

it was an ethnic problem would mean
acceptance of the facts of history
over a period of 35 years. The
simple trick therefore would be
dangle the word "terrorism”,
"Terrorism" is a useful, profitable

and emotive word to dangle before a

Western world audience, calculated
to bring about an instant knee-jerk
reaction and sympathy.

But when Wijedasa makes "the
succinct point" that the current
problem is not "ethnic”, we totally
agree. That would be an inadequate
description. It is no longer an ethnic.
problem. It is a war between two
nations within the island of Ceylon:
one that defined its status as a
Sinhala Buddhist nation as early as
1947 with the passing of Sinhala as
the :sole official language,
formalising it in the Republican
Constitution of 1972 when Buddhism
was given a privileged position, and,
styling itself as Sri Lanka, thereby
doing away with the multl-ethmc,
multi-lingual, multi-religious basis
on which the island remained under
450 years of Western colonisati
the other is the secular Tamil Eelam

nation with all the prerequisites to

become one under the U.N. charter -
its own language, its predominant
religion, an ancient culture and its
own definable territory, but
struggling to be born. That Wijedasa
is the "current prob!em is to pm it
succinctly, and to put you wise.
VIEWPOINT

honour and courage".

"Iike all people, they (the blacks) have differing personalities, diverse financial
interests and varied aspirations. There are Negroes who will never fight for freedom.
There are Negroes who will seek profit for themselves alone, from the struggle.
There even are some Negroes who will co-operate with the oppressors. These facts
should distress no one. Every‘minority and every people has its share of :
opportunists, profiteers, freeloaders and escapists....No one can pretend that because
a people may be oppressed, every individual member is virtuous and worthy. The
real issue is- whether in the great mass the dominant characteristics are decency,
Martin Luther King

About 3 vyears ago the
government began to send Jaffna
essential food and other Twist,
goods to the Jaffna
consignment to meet the

acute shortage caused after
the Peninsula got sealed off

from the rest of the country.  until

Ghost Cargo to Jatftna

made to believe that the
man, like
was never satisfied
but always wanted more.
Tigers were also blamed for
hijacking stocks of essential
items meant for the people,
one day Air

millions of
Oliver

Tons of

Buddhi

Supplies of rice, flour, Commodaore ships to Jaffna never

sugar, kerosene, stationery Siriwardene checked in at reached the Colombo politicians on both sides,
and other items essential to  the place of Rehabilitation harbour, but have been there are several amongst
the community were which was responsible for diverted to a Pettah trader. those in uniform who love
thought to have been shipments to Jaffna. Auditors had reported that to ket:p th.? "Tal";'lll
restored but the shortage The place was thought to private suppliers were p"’b'e’T‘ gom?,db :er
had in fact continued. be the centre of massive being paid for full otherwise they could be t
People in the Country were corruption running into consignments while the P

rupees. The
matter was handed over to
the C.I.D. There were no
records of cargo that was
loaded on board
bound ships in Colombao.
coconut  oil
consigned to be taken to

Government Agent, Jaffna
complained of shortages.
According to investigations
so.far it is estimated that the
racket runs into hundreds of
millions of rupees. There
are no records of how
much was really loaded on
to the ships at any time and
the C.I1.D. have no hope of
tracking down the culprits.

It is common knowledge in
Colombo that apart from

Jaffna
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