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Sri Vallipura Alvar Swamy Kovil
Vallipuram, Puloly, Pt. Pedro

« The oldest temple in Jaffna, dedicated to Rama
and Krishna, were at Vailipuram and Punnalai respectively
and they are mentioned in the Kohila Sandessa 7, writes
Mudaliyar C. Rasanayagam. '

About four miles from Pt. Pedro on the road to
Chempian Pattu is the ancient Vallipuram Temple,
dedicated to' the worship of Maha Vishau, Situated
amidst a vast expanse of sand dunes, it little reminds
us of the area that was -once the capital city of the
Jaffna Kingdom.

The origin of this ancient Vishnu Sthalam is
legendary, alike all ancient temples. References can be
found in the Dakshana Kailasa Puranam and in the
Dakshana  Kailasa Manmiam under the caption
Vallipura Vaipavam. It would appear that the
locality was associated from hoary antiquity, with a
Vishnuvite environment. Thither came Lavalli Ammaiyar,
a pious lady. She had been afflicted with a nagathosham
curse and was therefore deprived of having any progeny.
She had been advised to seek this place, sacred to
Vishnu, and perform thapas beseeching Him for the
remission of her sins. She thus performed thapas daily

v
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with arms spread out facing the sea, in the hope
that one day Lord Vishnu would appear before her,
arising from the ocean (Vishny Loham),

It was a fishing village, and one day when the
fisherfolks cast their nets an unusually large fish was
landed in their boat which started jumping about here and
there and finally landed straight into the arms of Lavalli
Ammaiyar. As she fondled it, the fish assumed the shape of
an infant and to the amazement of everyone had all the
appearances of Lord Vishnu himself, The village folks
were overjoyed and congratulated themselves on this
visitation by the Lord. When the infant vanished an
old seer who was present gave to the people a Vishnu
Sakkaram, which they decided to install at the spot
and venerate it in commemoration of the event. To
this day a sakkaram is the chief object of veneration
at Vallippram and is to be found in the sanctum
moolasthanam of Vallipuram Alwar Swamy Kovil,

This city (puram) of Lavalli (valli) Ammaiyar is
soon to figure in history, as Singai Nagar.

The site figures i several early historical references
A. Mootootamby Pillay in his “Jaffna History” writes
(p. 13) that among those who were brought to settle
in Jaffna were some from the North of Thondai Nadu;
the place they settled down assumed the name of
Vadamar Achchi (now Vadamarachchi), meaning occupied
by the Northerners. That region where Vallia Thevan
was the Chief settler, became known as Vallipuram.
They were Telugu people and were Vaishnavaties. So
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a temple for the worship of Sri Vishnu got built at
Vallipuram. Mudaliyar Rasanayagam refers to it as the
oldest temple in Jaffna, dedicated to Sri Rama Bhagavan.

The arca becomes prominent in mediacval history
when the Kalinga Singai Ariyan, Who ruled from
1215-1240 A. C., as the first Ariya Chakravarti King of
Jaffna, built his capital there, Singai Nagar, as it
was mnamed, continued to be the capital city of the
Ariya Chakravarti Kings. Kulasekara Para Rajasckeram
(1240-1256), Kulottungo (1256-1279), Vikkrama (1279-
1302), Varothaya (1302-1325) and Martanee Perum
Alan (1325-1348) and so on until it was broken down
by Bhuvanega Bahu who preferred to build a new
capital at Nallur, during the years 1440-1467 A. C.

Vallipuram is one of the oldest temples in Jaffna.
In the sanctum is Vishnu’s Sakkaram, as mentioned
earlier and a venerated Sakkaram occupies the place of
the utsava moorthy or the deity that is taken out
in processions. In the adjoining shrine, facing south
of the moolasthanam is found Lord Vishnu Himself,
entrancingly divine. In the praharam is found the
Vinayaka shrine in the usual south west corner and
next to it is a Nagathambiran shrine; Nachchiar:
shrine is found at the north west corner, facing south
and Hanuman occupies the shrine where usually Vairavar
is located in Sivan Temples. The navagraham in the
usnal place completes the prahara shrines.

The temple attracts large crowds of worshippers
daily and on Sundays in particular. A very efficient
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management which took charge in 1976 deserves
the gratitude of every devotee for the systematic
arrangement of the function of this Devasthanam. Pujas
and other rituals are held sharp to time and every
thing moves in an orderly manner,

The atmosphere reminds one of the celebrated
temple at Tirupathy in South India. The annual festival
is usually held in August-September, culminating with
the ratham festival, a day before the theertham,
besides which there are several special festivals.

Pulavar Peethamparam (i1819) has composed a
garland of verses entitled Vallipuram Pathiham (Tamil)
later Sivasampoo Pulavar (1852-1910) also has offered
to the Lord a Pathiham of verses. The 1977 Kumba-
Abishega Malar published by the new Trustee Board
provides useful reading matter, :

EDITED & PUBLISHED BY
AZHKADALAN

Thiruppalli Eluchchi

Kerudan Vidu Thutho

Thirnvadip Pukaichchi

Konraippaththuy X

Singai Nagarp Pathikam

Vallipurath Thiravanthathi

Kurokkaddoth Thiruvanthathi o
Azhkadalan (History, of Vallipuram Temple)
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