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COMMENTARY

TAKE COOPERATION
INTO THE SCHOOLS

Cooperation is a revolutionary movement which
seeks to bring about a pervasive social transformation
in our country, converting a profit-motivated com-
petitive order resting on hidden violence into a peace-
ful society based on liberty, equality, justiceand fra-
ternity. Education, to be effective, has to function
in the context of an educative society ; the social

* ideal of cooperation can serve its full purpose only
if its institutions are reared ina society that is edu-
cative cooperatively. The time to build this ideal in
the minds and hearts of citizens is when they are
young and are searching for ideals by which to live.

The knowledge of cooperation and its purpose
must therefore be included in the educational pro-
gramme. This, however, does not mean that we
must add one more subject to a curriculum that al-
ready lies in uneasy equilibrium. Whether we look at
it from the point of view of the childas a developing
person, or the nature of knowledge as a unity or the
wholeness of the learning process, the case is for an
integrated curriculum. In fact, as Mahatma Gandh;
envisaged, it is learning’s link with the life and work
of the community that gives it meaning and motiva-
tion. ‘Nor, may we forget the roleof the school asa
means not merely of adjusting the young to their
social environment but as an instrument for the
superior reconstruction of society, Cooperation, as
a part of the Social Studies sector of the curriculum
fits in naturally and meaningfully into the school
programme.

Aristotle remarked long ago that men acquire
virtues by practising them. Young people learn to
be good citizens by living in the classless society of
a good school community that is free from inequa-
lity, exploitation, and discrimination of all kinds,
The school cooperative tends to heighten the nature
of the school as such a society. A multi-purpose
school coop may through various committees run
such activities as the school shop, school canteen,
kitchen garden, poaltry, dairy, printing and book-
binding, basket making, model making and other
industrial sections, organize the mid-day meal and
perhaps run a servant-less hostel. Outside the
school, the society could arrange for the participa-
‘tion of pupils in clean-up campaigns, farm work and
village projects. The Cooperative Federation may
set up a Schools Unit to further the movement in
schools. The Education Department too has an
obligation to sponsor a creative activity of this kind,

It has been established by studies that instroc-
tion is not half so effective as experience and exam-
ple. In the past the Project Method was thought to
be a good expression of the activity principle. It was
the supreme merit of Gandhiji’s educational system
that he insisted on natural rather than make-believe
projects. No doubt much of learning has to be out
of second-hand narrative and vicarious experience,
But it is the reality of the direct learning situation
that makes knowledge meaningful and helps build
lasting attitudes and ideals. In fact it is in their in-
volvement in the real problems of conducting these
activities that these young social scientists should
turn to the study of theory and text-books to answer
to their ‘felt needs’, _

The cooperative climate in schools can be sus-
tained only by a body of teachers who have in their
training and education been made familiar with the
theory and practice of this great concept. - This in
turn points to the need for a nucleus of social scien-
tists among the country’s intelligentsia who have had
opportunities in universities and field research of
studying this sector of national development, Ex-
cept this high level reservoir be full the channels
may run dry in school campus and the country side,

‘Contrary To Pri

Competing for Capital 5
Paul Derrick

nciples Of

Cooperative Financing’

This Conference deplores the decision of the Government to grant loans
to farmers on the pledge of their rice coupons. This is contrary to the principles
of cooperative financing, viz. capitalisation of honesty and labour power and
not material security, runs a resolution to be tabled at the 3!st Annual Coop-
erative Conference of the Northern Division Cooperative Federation, to be
held at Veerasingham Mandapam on October 27th & 28th,

Another resolution calls up-
on the Minister of Agriculture
and Food to appoint to the
posts of Commissioner, De=
puty Commissioners and As-
sistant Commissioners in the
Department of Cooperative
Development, only those of-
ficers with long experience
and training in the Coopera~
tive field.

Two other resolutions urge
that the People’s Bank be
made a full-fledged coopera-
tive bank by offering the 50
per cent shares now held by
the Government to the Coop-
erative Movement, and that
the CWE Act be amended to
enable the Cooperative Move-
ment to own 50 per cent of
the shares and to have 50 per
cent representation in the
Board of Directors.

Another resolution calls up-
on the Minister of Agriculture
and Food to revise the Guar-
anteed Price Scheme for red
onijons in keeping with the in-
creased costs of production.

One resolution urges that
the Government distribute all
commodities only ‘through
cooperatives.

Resolutions submitted by the
NorthernProvince Fishermen’s
Cooperative Societies Union
condemn the action of the
Ceylon Fisheries Corporation
in allowing private traders to
export beche de mer though
the Union has the export mo-
nopoly and call upon the Go-
vernment to give the export
monopoly for shark fins to
cooperatives to save foreign
exchange.

A resolution submitted by
the Vali North MPCS Union
calls upon the CCD and RCS
to make available in Tamil
the ordinances, rules and by-
laws.

Other resolutions urge that

® Cooperation be included
as a subject in the school
curriculum

@ the Government exempt
cooperatives from the Busi-
ness Turn-over Tax

® the Government register
immediately the Northern
Consumers’ Union

® a Cooperative Land Mort-
gage Bank be set up in the
North

® a Cooperative super-mar-
ket be set up in Jaffna

® cooperatives in  Jaffna
make their own arranges=
ments to market red onions,
without depending on tHe
CWE

® an  Agricultural School,
similar to the one at Kup-

dasale, be set up in Vavu-
niya

® the Jaffna Cooperative
Training School provide a
training course in fisheries

@ fishéry cooperatives in
Mannar be re-activated by
giving them financial as.
sistance

There are also several re-
solutions which pinpoint prac-
tical problems faced by Coops
eratives in their day-to-day
working,

M—

The Northern Division Cooperative
Federation
ANNUAL COOPERATIVE CONFERENCE 1968

PROGRAMME

Sunday, 27th October, 1965

Miorning Session

v

Chairman: R, RAJARATNAM, Esq.,
(President, Northern Division Cooperative Federation)

9-30 a.m. Hoisting of the Cooperative Flag,
S. Subramaniam, Esq.

(President, Paranthan MPCS )

9-35 ,, Prayer.

940 ,, Cooperative Song.

9-50 ,, Welcome Address by Chairman,
10—11,, Opening Address by

Yuvaraj Udaybhan Sinhji e
(President, National Cooperative Union of India)
11—11-15 a.m. Address by Edmund Wijesuriva Esq., M.P.
(President, Cooperative Federation of Ceylon)
11-15—11-45 a.m. Address by W. Pathirana Esq., CAS
(CCD & RCS)
Address by Vernon Abeysekera Esq., CAS
(Govt. Agent, Jaffna)
12-15—12-30 p.m. Vote of Thanks.
12-30—2 p.m. Lunch Interval,

Afternoon Session
Chairman: S. Thanigasalam Egq.,
(Director of Education, Northern Region)
2—2-30 p.m, Address by Chairman,
2-30—4-30 p.m. Resolutions.
Monday, 28th October, 1968,

Morning Session

Chairman ; 8. C. Fernando Esq.,

(Former CCD & RCS and Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Home A ffairs)
9-30—9-35 a.m. Prayer.
9-35—10-20 a.m. Address by Chairman,
10-20—12 p.m. Resolutions,
12 p.m. Vote of Thanks.

NDCEF,
Jaffna, 15-10-68.

11-45—12-15 p.m.

(>

S. Candiah,
Honorary Secretary,
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W 1 Browser's Diary

Fact and Phantasy

The Silver Jubilee Number
of the Ceylon Communist
Party’s (Moscow) Tamil paper
(Gsem Swmeaf) ‘carries an
article written by Mr. L R.
Ariyaratnam, party commis-
sar in Jaffna, containing a
number of astounding state-
ments about the Youth Cong-
ress and the Boycott. The
Boycott, according 1o this
version, was planned by the
pro-British bourgeoisie among
the Tamils who were opposed
to adult suffrage and the in-
nocents of the Youth Congress
were beguiled into supporting
this sinister move;as a result
they were shunned by the pro-
gressive forces in the South,
who till then had been sym-
pathetic. Mr. Ariyaratnam
was a school-boy w%en these
things happene: and I wasin
the thick of things. The Boy-
cott proposal was taken up at
a meeting of the Youth Cong-
ress Committee and was nar-
rowly defeated. Later at the
open sessions, the Boycott
resolution was proposed as an
amendment to the Political
resolution by T.N. Subbiah
who had been a member of
the Congress from the day of
its inauguration and seconded
by me. The diabolical bour-
geoisie were nowhere near the
scene. Our original intention
was not to persuade candidates
to abstain from entering the
legislature, We wanted to
create public opinion against
the defects of the Domough-
more constitution and to press
the demand for Independence.
As for adult suffrage, although
all groups and individuals
who appeared before the Don-
oughmore Constitution—with
the exception of A. E. Goone-~
sinha and his Labour Unions
—opposed it, once it became
a fait accompli, mobody
thought it worthwhile to make
an issue of it. Our practical
objeciive was to prevent as
many voters as possible from
casting their votes. The pub-
lic response was enthusiastic.
While we younger folk were
busy trying to persuade the
voters to abstain from voting,
a few of the more progressive
candidates met in W. Durai-
samy’s bungalow and decided
it would be best if the candi-

dates themselves were prevail-

ed upon not to hand in no-
mination papers. 1 do mnot
know for certain who all the
participants were. 1 am sure
W. Duraisamy and K. Bala-
singham were there. Probab-
ly H. A. P, Sandrasagara and
S. Rajaratnam also were there.
Anyway, once these men de-
cided on boycotting the elec-
tions, they were of us and
threw themselves into the
campaign wholeheartedly. It
was decided to hold a confer-
ence of all candidates at the
Vaidhyeesvara Vidyalaya with
a view to persuading them not
to hand in nomination papers.
It was hard to get them to
come to the conference and
harder still to persuade these
‘pro-British bourgeoisie’ to
consent to our proposal. Mr.
Sivapathasundaram who pre-
sided had to throw the entire
weight of his personality and
prestige 10 wring consent from
some of these persons. Final-
ly they consented—some of
+hem most reluctantly, This
js an eye-witness account

which can be checked from
others who are yet alive and
holding high positions in the
community: Rt. Rev. Saba-
pathy Kulendran, Sepator S.
Nadesan, C. Subramaniam,
Principal emeritus of Skanda
Varodaya College, A.E. Tam-
ber, Principal emeritus of
Central College, former Senat-
ors P. Nagalingam and S. R.
Kanaganayagam.

The statement that the boy-
cott alienated progressive for-
ces in South Ceylon is simply
not true. Progressive Sinha-
lese like Colvin R. de Silva,
Philip Gunawardena, N. M.
Perera, S. A. Wickramasinghe
(a C. P. Veteran) continued to
take part in our sessions after
the Boycott. When N. M.
Perera and Philip Gunawardene
were released from jail, the
Youth Congress gave them
a reception in the Jafina Town
Hall. Perhaps the bestanswerto
Mr. Ariyaratnam’s naive phan-
tasies is the following from
Nationalism or Communalism 2,
a publication issued by the
Youth Congress in 1932, writ-
ten by V. Sittampalam, advo-
cate, then a member of the
Congress and later a leader of
the LSSP in Jaffna:—“Now
coming to the boycott, the
Youth Congress decided to
boycott the elections as a
means of protesting and creat-
ing public sentiment against
the Donoughmore Constitu-
tion, which was regarded by
the Youth Congress as falling
far short of the ideal for
which it stood. But surpris-
ingly others also joined the
boycott and it was a hundred
percent success as far as Jaffna
was concerned. This was ex-
pected to rally the other parts
of the country to effect a com-
plete boycott. But this did
not happen. This was largely
due to the suspicion of the
Sinhalese that the real reason
for many of the Tamils boy-
cotting might be the dissatis-
faction with the abolition of
communal representation and
partly due to the political
backwardness of the country.
Also the boycott was sudden,
and enough time was not
given for the whole country to
prepare for the boycott. Thus
in its immediate effects the
boycott was not much of a
success. But it did not fail to
have an effect in rousing the
country. One of its concrete
results was the formation of
Youth Leagues in South Cey-
lon which also preached the
slogan of boycott of the Coun-
cil and national independence.
The elements that formed
these Youth Leagues are now
organised in the Sama Samaja
Party. Thus the boycott,
though its beneficial effect
was spoilt by communal sus-
picions that were a heritage
from the Manning Constitu-
tion, did have a toning effect
on the politics of the country,
and also created a worthy
tradition for the Youth Con-
gress. Nevertheless it must be
said that the country ought
{0 have been politically more
educated, prepared and organ-
ised on a mass basis before
such direct action was attempt-
ed”.

1 want to add a footnote
to Sittampalam’s assessment.
Shortly after the Boycott an
All Ceylon Youth Congress
was inaugurated with head-
quarters in Colombo, in which

Letter to the &bditor

TIRUKONESAR KOVIL

Dear Sir,

In view of the publicity that
the Hindu Temple at Trinco-
malee, referred to by De Queroz
as the Rome of the gentiles of
the Orient, receives from time
to time, I think the following
article from Indiophilus, pub-
lished by the Government
Gazette about 140 years ago,
will interest your readers.
“Among the various monum-
ents of Hindu antiquity found
in Ceylon, and which induced
the late excellent and learned
Sir William Jones to express
an opinion that this Island
“was peopled time out o,
memory by the Hindu race”f
the Temple which stood at
Trincomalee is not tobe for-
gotten. It would bave remained
to the present day as a vener-
able relic, had not the misguid-
ed religious zeal of the Portu-
guese, razed it to the ground
in 1622 tosupply materials for
one of their fortifications.

Some time ago, through the
kindpess of a friend of mine,
[ was obligingly put in pos-
session of a small manuscript
poem composed in Tamil by
Kavi Raja Varothayen (a cele-
brated bard among tke ancient
inhabitants of Ceylon) which
though enveloped ina cloud
of fable, gives an account of
the origin and history ot this
sacred edifice; 1 was conse-
quently induced to translate it,
and have now the pleasure of
laying the same before the
public for their information.

“A king named Manu Niti
Kanda Solen who ruled over
the Country of Solamandalan
learning from the Kailasa Pur-
anam the Wonders of Tiru-
konathamalai and the magni-
ficent state of its inbabitants,
came over to the place; his
son Kulak'otu Maharajah who
followed him thither after-
wards raised the Temple, the
spire, the pavilion, and the
sacred cistern, in the year 512
of Kaly ug on Monday the
10th day of the month of
Vaikasi”,

““After having built the
Temple, the king finding that
muchdifficulty was experienced
in obtaining rice and other
things from Solamandalam for
the daily use of the Temple
he meditated on means to ob-
viate it, and accordingly
caused (to the extent of
2800 Amonams) to be conver-
ted to the Cultivation of
paddy, and a tank to be con-
verted in the vicinity for the
irrigation of the said lands,
both of which he consecrated
to Koneser Swami. He after-
wards proceeded to the village
of Marukoor, on the north, on
the 24th day of Panguni in
the year 516and brought from

the Jaffna Youth Congressplay-
ed a fruitful role. Among those
who participated at the in-
augural sessions held at the
Plaza Theatre, Wellawatta,
were Jawaharlal Nehru and
Kamaladevi Chattopadyaya.
Active roles in this organisa-
tion were played by Valentine
Perera, George Caldera, A. T.
G. Britto, Stanley de Zoysa,
Dr. T. Nallainathan, Mrs.
Nallainathan, Mrs, Caldera,
N. Kumarasingham, A. Path-

. manathan and (for a brief

while) N. M. Perera, Philip
Gunawardeneand Leslie Guna-
wardene.

S.H. P.

thence in & vessel to Tirukona-
thamalai seven families of the
Velala caste whom he settled
there, assigning to them the
Temple and the lands appert-
aining to the same,as & heredi-
tary possession. To these
seven families, were entrusted
the care of the Temple Trea-
sury, the regulation of the in-
come and expenditure, the
celebration of the festivals,and
the presentation of silk vest-
ments to the kings. As more
people were required for the
service of the Temple, the king
went to the village of Karaka-
doe and by compulsatory
means, brought from thence
on the 10th day of Vaikasi (of
the year aforesaid) twenty
more families, whom he like-
wise settled at the place, and
appointed for the robing of
the Lingam (Phallno) and to
the offering flowers at his
shrine, to sweeping and illu-
minating the Temple daily-
cleaning the sacrificial imple-
ments-performing libations of
water-husking the paddy, and
smearing the floor of the Tem-
ple with cow-dung, singing and
playing of musical instruments=
spreading cloth at animal sac-
rifices, hoisting and lowering
of the flagstaff on solemn days,
preparing essence of sander
wood, and purifying the orna-
ments of the Temple: These
people were also endowed
with lands for their subsistence
and five of them dignified with
the title of Panda-rattar.

As the frst seven families
who were settled there were
brought willingly from their
country they received the com=
mon name of Tanattar in con-
tra distinction to the twenty
families who settled after
them, who were called Varip-
pattar because they were im-
pressed, one out of every ten
men in their country™.

“The king contemplating
that there were none to judge
these Tanattar and Varippat-
tar in the event of any dissen-
sion among them, determined
to appoint a chief over them,
he accordingly proceeded to
Madurai and brought from
thence a nobleman of the
name of Taniunna Pupalen,
whom he invested with the
title of Wanniya, and ordained
him Governor of Tirukonatha-
malai, authorizing bim to pun-
jsh offences by fine, imprison=
ment in chains, or by death,
according to their extent, or
magnitude, strictly enjoining
him to keep his ibstitutions
inviolate, and to conduct the
affairs ot the Temple and cere-
monies thereof, without omis-
sion”.

*The king further ordered
that the citizens of Kattucolam
should render their services to
the Temple; that the citizens
of Nilaveli should preside over
the celebration of the festivals,
and supply the Temple with
gix Amonams of paddy, also
pay the tithes, taxes, and cus-
toms of their country tothe
Temple; that the citizens of
Cottiyaram should furnish the
Temple with betel, plantains,
sander wood, curdled millk,
clarified butter, 100 Amonams
of rice,and the seeds of Aman-
eka, Punnei, and Ulippe trees.
These latter mentioned seeds
should be delivered to the
citizens of Irativoe, to be
made into oil, and then again
delivered tor the Tottiyen of
Kovulimane who after enter-
ing the gquantity into the ac-

counts of the Temple, should
pour it into the reservoir,

where the same was to remain

for lighting lamps. There were
seven reservoirs built at the
south side of the Temple for
the reception of oil; they
were enclosed with walls
which were provided with
doors, and a person appointed
to overlook them, called Adi-
karee.”

“When the above orders
had been given the king next
proceeded to regulate the
affairs of (the interior apart=
ments of) the Temple. He
ordered the servants to illu-
minate it every day with 1000
lamps lighted with butter, and
1100 lamps lighted with oil,
to be placed both inside and

out ; and to sprinkle the ground .

with rose water impregnated
with musk, and sander wood;
he further ordered that they
should at stated periods make
oblations of rice mixed with
milk curds;—to Supermaniya
in 12 silver trays,and to the
rest of thedeities in 128 copper
trays. Desides these he direct-
ed oblations of several thous-
ands balls of rice to be made,
and a lamp with a thousand
camphor wicks to be’ burnt on
particuar occasions.”

After detailing the foregoing
particulars relative to the
foundation of the Temple, and
the institution of its ceremonies
Kavi Raja Varothayen pro-
céeded to relate the prophecies
delivered by the king with re-
ference to its future magaifi-
cence, and the revolutions
which it would underge by
foreign invasicos, but they are
so incongruous, and confound-
ed with fable, asis common
with Zinda productions, that
1 have omitted the whole of it,
and resame the translation as
follows:

“The king (one day) after
having performed ablution in
the sacred pool, and his obla-
tions and prayers, wearing
around his head a wreath of
Ottracha beads, painted his
forehead with the holy ashes,
went round the court of the
Temple, bolding in his hand a
nosegay of flowers, and tben
entered into the sanctum sanc-
torum. He remained there so
long that it raised the suspi-
cions of his courtiers, who
proceeding inside to look for
him, found that he had become
metamorphosed into a lotos
flowers at theshrine of the God,
upon which they made great
lamentations.

Thestory of the king's trans-

formation into a flower akin to-

what it related of the disap=
pearance of Romulus, and like
that prince, Kolakotu Maha-
rajah also became counted
among the Gods, and sacrifices
were accordingly made to him
by the inhabitants of Tiru=
konathamalai.

““Many years after this meta~
morphosis of Kolakotu Maha-
rajah, a certain king called
Gaja Bahu Maharajah made
a pilgrimage to Ticukonatha-
malai, and on his arrival find-
ing that the Pasupaler who
had hitherto ministered in the
Temple were dead, and none
had succeeded them, he was

plunged in grief; and invoked

the deity to repair the breach
which death had made in the
priesthood, While the king
was thus engaged in acts of
devotion, he

(Continued on page 7)

perceived twor

.




.socialist literature.

OCTOBER 15, 1968

S

4

THE COOPERATOR

3

'CULTURE AND VALUES IN ISRAEL

{ Continued from our last Issue)

The second level of institu-
tionalization in the cultural
sphere is the organization of
various scientific, literary and
artistic areas of culture and
creativeness developed in dif-
ferent ways regarding contents
and organization. In the hu-
manities and the social scien-
€es many enterprises - in the
field of Jewish studies and gen-
eral studies, literatnre, history,
philosophy and philology dev-
eloped through high school
teachers and freclance intellec-
tuals and through the Univer-
sity. There was a re-definition
and re-crystallization in the
new national tradition. Jewish
history and literature became
a point of general interest and
public endeavour, Literary
activity spread among wider
séctions of the population.
National, ideological and po-
pulist orientation were consci-
ously stressed through litera-
ture. This became institution-
al through state endeavours in
this ficld. The more socialist
settlements provided a special
subvariant of cultoral creati-
vity, many of them establish-
ing widespread literary, educa-
tional and publishing activi-
ties of their own. These trans-
lated progressive classics and
World li-
terature was translated

Folk music and dancesdev=
eloped; this was local, yet
universal. It catered more to
local clientele.

The pure, natural and medi-
cal sciences evinced the sharp-
-est universalistic and non-loca-
lized endeavour ; of course, in
many spheres of these sciences
from agriculture to medicine,

for the learning of history and
archaeology. The various
congresses of the learned na-
tional societies were attended
by hundreds and even thous-
ands of people attracted not
only by scientific curiosity but
above all by the search for
new links with their historic
past.

The problem of the attitude
of different parts of the popu-
lation to the religious tradi-
tion concern us here, Within
the field of fully internation=
alized orthodox religion, there
was but little innovation and
what there was frowned upon
by mosi of the official religious
leaders of the country.

Militant, Intolerant

The influence of the conser-
vative religious group is felt
most because it is they who
enjoy full religious legitima-
tion, The absence of legiti-
mized ‘Reform Judaism’ in
Israel makes the position
of the modernized religious
groups uncomfortable. In the
debate between tradition and
modernization, tradition is be-
coming increasingly militant
and iatolerant ; the potentially
radical innovative religious
groups and the religious Kib-
butzim movement, which form
the apex of the radical wing
bave lost much of their im-
portance in the last decade,

In Tsrael today, there is
growing attachment to religi-
ous traditions. Side by side
with the activity there also
develop more peripheral types
of cultural participation. In-
terest in sport is marked in
Israel. Sport has nation-wide
endeavour and organization.

by P. CHANDRASEGARAM
Dept. of Education, University of Ceyion

strong empbasis on choice of
problems, of local and region-
al interest, necessarily devel-
oped though such emphasis
was, on the whole, made with
the general, universal criterion
.af general scientific endeavour
in mind. Science became an
activity of the wider section of
the population too. The uni-
versalist orientation of the
scientific field was maintained
by continuously expanding re-
Iations with various institu-
tions abroad. Travel and con-
tacts in the form of scholar-
ships, visiting appointments
and consultant posts have in-
creased continuously since the
second world war and ties
with scientific institutions ab-
road have become intensified
and supplemented by a grow-
iog number of visitors to the
jnstitutions of higher learping
40 Israel,

The third level of institu-
tionalization in the cultural
sphere is the crystallization of
patterns of cultural participa-
tion, ‘consumption’ and tradi-
tions.

Many cultural activities spe-
cific to the Israeli scene have
been developed. Some of them
have developed from the more
central ,cultural traditions of
the saciety. For example, the
study of the ‘Talmud’ and the
oral tradition have recently,
become very popular not cnly
among the religious but alzo
among the other groups. Two
imporiant instances of such
study sessions are the “Gather-
ing for Oral Law’ and the
“Month of Special Learning’.

Many public activities were
-organized for Bible study and

Another tradition emerged
from the settlements and be-
came evident in widespread
folk activities, folk dancing
and music as in the interpreta-
tions of the main traditional
festivals such as the fruit pick-
ing or harvestceremonies. The
Asian Jews provide a facet of
special interestand importance
in this cultural mosaic.

The coming in of many im-
migrant groups with their dif-
ferent cultural traditions con-
stitute a crucial factor in the
growing pluralism of the Is-
raeli cultural sceme. This
emerging plurality of cultoral
patterns is seen in the multi-
plicity of dialects spoken in
different intonations and in
the patterns of cultural con-
sumption. It can also be seen
in the transformation of many
traditional patterns of social
organization,

The cultural pluralism is by
no means limited either to the
specific ‘Jewish ethnic’ ele-
ments in the traditions of the
different groups or to the pat-
terns of their daily life, for dif-
ferences in orientation towards
European culture and tradi-
tions are of equal importance.
Two major patterns of wider,
general cultural orientation,
the one Eastern and Central
European and the other ‘Eng-
lish speaking’ began to develop
in the state of Israel,

These weakened theLatin and
French cultural orientation.
The potential for their revival
increased somewhat after a
few from these groups came
into the country.

An aspect of the develop-
ment of cultural pluralism ia

Israel is the strong interweay-
ing of socialand cultural trans-
formation with political issues
and the consequent possibility
of their becoming not only an
important aspect of the poli-
tical process at all levels but
also a cultural and ethnic for-
ces of political organisations
and symbols.,

The overall picture of the
cultural scene in Israel shows
great recourse to very diverse
cultural activities. In the
spheres of cultural consump-
tion, the different internal and
external traditions conditioned
by respective countries of ori-
gin or different levels of edu-
cation played an important
part. Yet inspite of the diver-
sity of contents and levels, the
general picture indicates the
vitality of relatively high cul-
tural interest, crealivity and
participation,

The process of socialchange
is becoming more organised
and less full of tensions.

Varied Demands

The varied demands made
by the reading public and the
countries of origin of the
Jjournalists are strongly reflect-
ed in the Israeli newspapers.
There is the journalistic style
to criticise, guide and provoke
thought, These are the news
features of the English and
American type. There is also
toe near sensational report.

Almost all papers carry per-
manenst columns aimed at in-
creasing the readers’ familiari-
1y with the Hebrew language.

The press is deeply concern-
ed with the maintepance of its
weight as an educating and
guiding factor,

Through its continuous im-
migration, Israel provides stea-
dy market for foreign langu-
age papers though over the
years many readers change to
the Hebrew press, Nine out
of Israel’s twenty-four news-
papers are published in angu-
ages other than Hebrew. One
in Arabic, one in English, one
in French, two in German and
ooe cach in Hungarian, Polish,
Rumanian and Yiddish. He-
brew dailies are organs of the
numerous political parties in
Israel with only a minority of
the Hebrew dailies being pri-
vately owned and published.

The two established Hebrew
newspapers are Maariv and
Zediot Asharonot with a com-
bined circulation of over 130,-
000 which, considering that
the country’s population is
slightly more than two milli-
ons and that the combined
circulation of all twenty-four
papers does not exceed 250,000
can be considered as relatively
large. There are five papers
which are defined as ‘Worker’s
papers’. These are particular-
ly popular,

Five magazines now appear
in Israel for children between
the ages of six and sixteen
achieving a total circulation
of over 50,000. The number
of young readers in Israel is
proportionately higher than in
other culturally well-developed
countries.

In the scientific sphere in
Israel, the social function of
science was stressed: litera-
ture was expected to serve as
an expression of the value ori-
entation and realities The
State became a scientific and
literary creation and it vested
on itself the right to guide the
development of scientific and
literary activities. There was
also the populist ideological

orientation which expressed
the importance of cultural
activities as expression of folk
spirit.

In Israel today, there is div-
ersity of orientation ; yet there
is strong universalistic criteria
of cultural achievement, there
is totalistic ideological unity,
The industrial and scientific
Israeli State has given ample
support for higher education
and this by implication would
direct the development of [s-
raeli cultural life,

Israel’s collective identity
has been forged out of the
many orientations and atti-
tudes, although its exact boun-
daries are not yet fixed; but
some elements such as strong
local patriotism are easily dis-
cernible.

Most Israelis agree to the
importance of their Jewishness
as part of their identification
though this lacks precise defi-
nition. Among most, there is
a continuous awareness of the
fact that the meaning of being
an Israeli goes beyond mere
patriotism and refers to wider
values, traditions and orienta-
tions, however inarticulate or
undefinable these may be.

Striking Aspect

Whatever the exact defini-
tions of the Israeli self-identity
may be one of its most striking
aspects is that it no longer de-
fines Jewish identity in terms
of a minority group or culture.
Being a Jew in Israel does not
necessitate the definition of
one’s identity in relation to a
majority group or culture and
does not involve the problems,
uncertainties and anxieties
which have constituted part of
Jewish life and identity thr-
oughout the modern world.

It is perhaps in this aspect
of Israel’s self-identity that its
main novelty lies. It is this
fact that constitutes the start-
ing point for the Israelis’ ori-
entation to Jewish tradition
and of forging out his own
identity within it,

Every new generation and
every new group of immigrants
has contributed to the change

in Israel’s collective identity,
which mainly by shifting the
emphasis and selection of cul-
tursl creativity and tradition

showed a high extent of crea- -

tivity and adaptability. Israel
has escaped many of the pro-
blems and uncertainties con-
fronting the identity problem
of other new nations. Of
course Israel has to cope with
provincialism and of the ero-
sion of wider values and orien-
tations as well as with the
possibility of diluting a more
specific Zionist component by
ceasing to identify with Jewish
communities abroad,

This collective identity is
now conceived less in terms of
explicit ideology and rather
more in terms of continuously
shifting orientations and tradi-
tion. The pure ideology is
now only part of the overall
cultural scene, Directions to-
‘ward the values of collectivit
are growing today without the
mediation of full ideological
crystallization,

The adherence to these va-
lues and collective commit-
ments has shown great vitality
and persistence Within thig
context, the development of
an original Israeli ideological

conservatism is a great point

of strength.

In summary, it could be
said that the changing Israeli
cultural and collective identity
managed to absorb the new
tensions and  problems which
developed from the growing
technicalization and profes-
sionalization and inspite of
many problems and tensions
created, did not entirely aban-
don its commitments to cer-
tain values. Some of the col-
lective and ideological orienta-
tions even blessed with the
technical and professional as-
pect of the new collective im-
age. For example, the devel-
opment of scientific endeavour
and the widespread Israeli aid
programme in Africa and Asia
helped to some extent to
spread the collective pioneer-
ing image to technicians and
professionals, incorporating
these elements in the emerging
Israeli collective identity.
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The Revolutionary Situation Around The World

1 began my political career
as a Marxist and during my
work in the Indian national
rbvolution several questions
came before me which de-
immediate answer,
because those questions bad
relevance to the revolution
which we were trying to bring
about. And this wasa long
process, through which 1 had
to go; at many times a painful
process, as it is for any person
who tries to think afresh about
the foundations of his philoso-
phy or action-

1t was not only during the
three week fast that this
change came within me, but
it was a continuous process
beginning from the time that
news began to filter through
the Iron Curtain, as it was
called then, about Stalin’s
purges. And I gradually came
to the conclusion that no
socialism was possible withoot
democracy. This was for me
a sharp break with the Marx-
ism and Leninism that I had
learned as a student at the
University of Wisconsin at
Madison,

However, I do not wish to
relate a personal history, but

_ 1 refer to this particular aspect

of my own revolutionary life
because this has a great bear-
ing on what we are discussing,

As I see it, the essential
pature of the revolutionary
situation around us today and
the revolutions that took place
in History before our times,
was the expression in different
conditions and at different
times of the assertion of the
human spirit for freedom, for
joy, for gelf-realisation, I am
quite sure those of you who
are in the fields of the social
or physical sciences would con-
sider this phrase, ‘the human
spirit,” to be vague and un-
defined ; yet I know no better
phrase to express what is in
my mind, I think it is this
spirit, which is the essence of
all human beings, that is being
expressed today. The revolt
of the so-called lower castes of
the Hindu society is this
human spirit which you find
in South Africa, in Southern
Rhodesia, or in your own
ghettos here. I think it is the
same spirit which is working
in the hearts of the students
of Poland, Warsaw, or Czecho-
slovakia. This is sometbing
which is irrepressible, and if
it were not so 1 do not think
there would be hope for the
human family.

Revolutions that have taken
place, though they have been
the result of these urgings. of
the spirit of man, have come
to be controlled and given
shape and form of philosophies
which tended to neglect the
human spirit, which tended to
emphasize organization and
institutions. Revolutionary
leaders thought that they had
succeeded in bringing about
revolution because they had
succeeded in transforming the
institutions of their society:
political, economic and other
social institutions.

Past Revolutions Inadequate

1 would not deny that in
that sense there were revolu=
tions, but the very changes
that were brought about by
these revolutions proved to be
ipadequate in achieving and
realizing the real goals of the
revolution. Those goals,—
equality, liberty, fraternity,
brotherhood, stateless society,

or what have you, ‘from each
according to his capacity and
to each according to his needs’
—were some of the noblest
goals ever expressed in words.
All remain distant dreams. I
do not koow whether by the
methods that are being follow=
ed those goals will ever be
achieved.

In this modern age of
sciences if real modernity of
outlook were to be expressed
in this most modern of modern
civilizations, bow should it be
expressed? Should it be ex-
pressed in the racism of the
White people or the counter®
racism of the Black people?
1§ this country were really
modern as I understand the
word modern to be, should
there be this problem before
you, discrimination between
man apd man?

Nation State has Defeated
Revolations

We haveour Untouchability
and just as in your country,
laws have been passed expand-
ing civil rights beyond expecta-
tions of a generation past.
We also have a law, in fact
our constitution in India for-
bids the practice of Untouch-
ability. But we are not a
modern country. We don't
have your technology, vyour
cybernetics, and all the rest of
it. I'm not justifying what
we have. Again, don’t you
think that in this age of
science, the day of the nation-
state, which is one of the
greatest evils in human history,
should be considered by any

and yet we are not really
human: human as Marx un-
derstood it, or Gandhi under-
stood it and there is no differ-
ence, 1 think, or as Lenin
understood it. Differences are
all in the transitional periods.

. They all wanted to reach that

same goal where man would
be man and a free man, a bro-
ther to other human beings.

Double Revolution

What I wish to plead is
that you are going through &
very deep revolution, a revolu=-
tion inside the hearts and
minds of your young people.
One of the most uplifting ex-
periences that 1 have had in
recent years has been the ex-
perience of meeting with young
students at your university
centres, particularly those
centres where 1 had studied
forty or forty-five years ago.
A new spirit seems to move
them. It’s not only Vietnam
or the race question. [ think
something deeper is bappening
in their hearts. 1 think they
are questioning the values of
this civilization which is spar-
kling and so attractive to look
at. Inside I do not know how
sound or hollow it is. There-
fore, what 1 am saying is that
perhaps if these revolutions
had been brought about or if
the revolutions of the future
were to be brought about in
ways different from the ways
that have been followed <o far,
may be the outcome of those
revolutions would be different.

1 am reminded of what Ma-

be based on methods which
aim primarily to change buman
beings, change their values of
life, change their attitudes to-
wards life, their attitude to-
wards things, their attitudes
towards men, towards nature.

Goal Of Revolution World
Community

This war that American so-
ciety is waging against pature
is a horrifying thing. You
are philosophers, you are
scientists. 1 know you refer
to it in terms of pollution of
your atmosphere, or the death
of your lakes and so op, but I
think it is something more
than that. Man is partly
nature and partly culture, And
man cannot conceive of him-
celf as being at war with
nature. Asa part of mnature,
how can he be at war with
his mother? But this science
of living with nature, as a part
of nature,and yet developing
culture, I thiok, is yet to be
learned by us, the most civi-
lized among us.

A revolutionary at this age
and time of history where man
is aspiring to go tothe moon
or to Mars should have no
lesser ideal than to build a
world community of human
beings; a real human family.
This could be the only revolu-
tionary goal of today. And if
this is the goal then all the
questions of how aid is to be
distributed and percentages of
the GNP and what machinery
and all that, would lose the
present meanings and acquire
entirely new meanings.

by JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

rational human beingin this
modern society as a day that
has passed? I do not know
what purpose the pation-state
serves today; yet it is. this
nation-state which bas defeat-
ed all the revolutions that
have taken place.

On the banner of Commun-
ijsm was inscribed “workers of
the world unite.” Thbe pro-
letariat had no mother country
or father country. And yet
you bave national Commun-
ism arising practically in every
Communist state. And if
Vietnam, North and South,
were to be unpited tomorrow
under this extra-ordinarily
human person, Ho Chi Min_b,
1 think it would be agaln,
Vietpamese National Com-
munism. For those who are
afraid of the giant in the Nortb,
Vietnamese National Com-
munism might be a greater
guarantee against Chinese
Communism for Asian people
than American arms in Viet-
nam.

You might think I am being
irrelevant, but 1 want to point
out that there is no modern
outlook in all this. In one
respect man has gone in, so
far he really doesn’t know
where he is. May be heis
lost. Within, just beneath
our skins, we are just the mon=
keys of hundreds of thousands
of years ago, and we behave
like that at the slightest pro-
vocation. We are prepared
to murder each other, burn
down each other’s houses and
so on. Human beings living
in this age of great advance-
ment and enlightenment with
its Princeton University and
so many other universities,

hatma Gandhi used to say.
That whereas all other revolu-
tions had been what he called
single revolutions, revolutions
which brought about changes
in the outward forms in society,
his revolution would be a
double revolution; a human
revolution which would begin
in the minds of men and would
result in a social revolution ‘n
the institutions and outward
forms of society. From a
practical point of view, if we
were to be true revolutionaries,
seizure of power by us, acqu-
isition of power by us the re-
volutionaries should bave no
meaning whatever, and most
of the revolutions meant mere-
ly that. Something more per-
baps, but more of the same
kind,

Those of us who are revolu-
tionaries wish for the same
goals in our revolution, though
they might be enunciated in
different languages. DBut more
or less they are the same, be-
cause they come from within,
the quality of man, the brother-
hood of man,and so on, they
are not merely utopianslogans.

1 dorn’t think social sciences
or physical sciences would
have any meaning if they fail-
ed to go as near as possible to
these goals, even though these
goals might pot be achieved
completely: Our ideals must
be such that we never reach
them, We should always
strive to reach them, but never
actually arrive at our ideals.
They should be pitched so
high.

1f this be the desire of the
revolutionaries, it should be
realised that the revolutionary
method to be adopted should

Now the question is, friends,
how do we change human be-
ings? Who are we to change
human beings? Some of our
philosophers like Krishnamurti
wouid ask, who are we? Who
has given this right to us?
Well, we are brothers, and
that has given us the right. If
we eschew violence it is not
because of any moral impera-
tive, but it is because violence
cannot change human beings.
You can declare the brother-
hood of man in one breath and
begin to annihilate human be-
ings in the other. This can-
not be, and therefore we have
this right. We are always
striving and this is a part of
our striving, that we are trying
to change others.

Had Lepin and Gandhi Lived
Longer

1 do not know what would
have happened if Gandhi had
lived. 1 asked my [riend
Louis Fischer on our way this
afternoon from New York to
Princeton, did he not think
that the history of the Com-
munist movement, the inter-
national movement of Com-
munism, the history of Russia
and the history of the world,
would bhave been very different
bad not Lenin died at a com=
paratively young age of fifty-
four in 1924. And Louis said
yes. This is not the personal
determination of history. I'm
quite sure Professor Cyril
Black would have the same
view being =a distinguished
student of Russian history.
That is my reading of Russian
history. 1 consider it one of
the greatest calamities that
befell revolution when Lenin

died so soon after the success
of his revolation. 1 do not
admire the means that he fol=-
lowed, but they were not en-
tirely his means. They were
means dictated at that time
by the circamstances of history.
He utilized them. Nobody
knows what would have bap-
pened if Gandhi bad lived.
Many people wonder and ask
me questions, “How can Gan-
dhi's India do this, that or the

other? Where is Gandhi in
India ?"
Lenin lived nearly seven

years after the revolution but
Gandhi lived only seven
months aiter his revolution.
I’m quite sure and I’m quite
sure the biograpber of Gandhi,
Louis Fischer, would be sure
that Indian history would be
different. I den’t know about
world history since Gandhi
did not support internationmal
movements based on ideology
or iems. His only ism was the
search for truth and experi- -
mentation with truth. Why
did not India and Gandhi’s
followers follow in his footsteps
and make India in his image,
the image of- Gandhi's ideas?
The same question. could be
asked of Lenin's followers.
Different answers would have
to be given. It is not realized
that most of Gandhi's follow-
ers in India were followers not
by conviction, but because it
was expedient to follow him.
This was true of Jayaprakash
Narayan and this was true of
Nehru and this was true of
everybody who was in the
political movement.

There were few among the
political leaders of India who
had accepted truth and non-
violence, or truth and love, as
a philosophy of life, as a creed.
They accepted it as an expedi-
ency. And some of them asked,
as my friend Krishna Memon
asked, “I can understand non-
violence, but why truth 2"

India was a disarmed nation,
disarmed by the British rulers:
Gandhi’s genius lay in the fact
that he had placed in the hands
of a disarmed people, weapons
which they could wield and
which proved to be effective,
assisted by the forces of his-
tory, of course. Once inde-
pendence bad been won, the
political followers of Mahatma
Gandhi from Nehro down-
wards, turned their backs on
him. In that basic sense, they -
were not very insincere, be-
cause Gandhi knew, as Nehru's
biography would show, that
his followers had not accepted
thim fully. And this is the
reason why those who follow-
ed Gandhi failed to implement
Gandhi's idea of revolution.

Gandhi had few followers
who were not in the field of
politics. In fact, very few
had heard of Vinoba Bhave
in those days. He certainly
was not a political leader., It
was this small band of Gand-
hi’s followers to whom truth
and wuon violence, truth and
the philosophy of love and the
method of love was something
more than an expedient. It
was something which was an
article of faith with them.
Under Vinoba Bhave's leader-
ship they have tried to follow
Gandhi, and they have follow-
ed Gandhi precisely in trying
to change Indian society by
changing men.

1 do not know if Mc Carthy
will succeed or Bobby Kennedy
will succeed or Nixon will suc~

(Continued on page 6)
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At the 23rd Congress of the
ICA in Viennait was proposed
that the indivisibility of coop-
erative reserves should be in-
corporated in the cooperative
statement of principles. To
many cooperators it is a mat-
ter of principle that the resi-
dual assets of a cooperative
socicty should not be distri-
buted to members in the event
of a winding up and that the
reserves of societies do not
belong to members. It is ar-
gued that it would be wrong to
allow one generation of coop-
erators to benefit from the
savings and sacrifices of an
earlier generation, that funds
saved by a society in its early
years should not be distributed
to the people who happen to
be members a few decades
later. It can also be argued
that the non-participation of
the members of a cooperative
in its reserves or its residual
assets reduces the danger of
members wishing to dissolve a
gociety in order to share in its
assets ; and such participation
in residual assets is forbidden
by law in some countries for
some kinds of cooperatives.

At the same time with some
kinds of cooperatives, such as
housing cooperatives, mem-
bers may feel strongly that in
the event of leaving they are
entitled to share in the growth
of the value of their society’s
assets during the period of
their membership. In moving
an amendment to the resolu-
tion on principles at the Vien-
na Congress Professor Lam-
bert drew a clear dlstinction
between *reserves’” in which
members should not be allow-
ed to participate and *‘provi-
sions”’—or “free reserves”—in
which it is legitimate for yhem
to participate.

Insofar as share capital is
easily withdrawable or repaya=
ble the existence of substan-
tial indivisible reserves on
which members have no claim
is a source of strength to a co-
operative, On the other hand
the members of a cooperative
may not be inclined to plough
back earnings it they do not
share in any way as individu-
als in the increase in asset
values resulting from the
ploughing back of earnings.
Some cooperatives issue “bo-
nus’’ shares or loan stock to
members in respect of earnings
ploughed back, that is they
pay some part of the dividend
on purchases or patronage re-
fund or bonus on wages in
ghares or in loan stock instead
of in cash. But it is important
that such bonus shares should
be issued in proportion to pur-
chases or sales or wages and
not, as in a company, in pro-
portion to shares already held.

In some countries “bonus”
shares are issued by companies
to their shareholders without
the shareholders having to pay
any tax on them, whereas the
issue of shares to workers in-
volves the payment of person-
altax by the worker and a
higher payment of corporation
1ax than would have been the
case if a cash bonus had been
paid on wages. It is important
that cooperatives should not
be discouraged by tax liability
from issuing bonus shares to
their members in respect of
ploughed back earnings, just
as it is important that cooper=
atives should not be discour-
aged by tax liability from rais-
ng capital by the issue of

- 8erves.

shares rather than by the issue
of debentures or loan stock.

Cooperatives could be en-
couraged to plough back earn-
ings if additions to their indi-
visible or statutory reserves
were exempt from corporation
tax on the ground that mem-
bers do not gain in any way
from the growth of such re-
In Britain the Milk
Marketing Board, a statutory
body with functions similar to
those of an agricultural mar-
keting cooperative, has nego-
tiated an agreement with the
tax authorities which enables
it to deduct allocations to in-
divisible reserves from its pro-
fits before they are assessed
for tax.

Cooperators need to ask
themselves to what extent
shares should be issued to
members in respect of plough-
ed back earnings and to what
extent undistributed profits
should be allocated to indivisi-
ble reserves. It may be that co-
operatives would tend to
plough back a significantly
larger proportion of earnings
if members believed they were
likely to share to some extent
in the increased value of assets
or if tax concessions were
made in respect of ploughed
back earnings allocated to in-
divisible reserves.

Savings by Members

The issuejof bonus shares to
members of a cooperative so-
ciety in respect of ploughed

emplovees rather than on be-
half of members. In the French
workers’ productive soc eties
many workers share in the re-
sidual earnings of the societies
for which they work without
becoming members, and per-
suading additional workers to
become members provided a
useful potential source of ca-
pital.

In Sweden a savings scheme
taking account of the fall in
the value of the money has
been in operation since 1952 ;
and isome cooperators argue
that the supply of capital avail-
able to cooperatives could be
significantly increased if mem-
bers could beassured that they
were entitled to withdraw mo-
ney of a value equivalent to
the savings they had invested
some years jbefore. In some
countries, such as France,
small credit and thrift coop-
eratives are organised in asso-
ciation with consumers, agri=
cultural, workers’ productive
and other cooperatives; and
they provide a useful source
capital for the cooperatives
with which they are associated.

In several countries such as
Switzerland and Holland, co-
operatives raise capital with-
out difficulty in the money
market by the issue of deben-
tures. The integration of na-
tional financial markets, as by
the enlargement of the Euro-
pean Economic Community,
would make it easier for coop-
eratives to raise capital in this

FOS

ciated with networks of coop-
erative credit societies and in-
terest rates may be subsidised
as in France. In Britain the
agricultural cooperatives have
been urging the governmentto
establish an agricultural coop-
erative finance corporation in
order to help finance the in-
creagsing turnover of agricul-
tural cooperatives since farm-
ers need most of their availa-
ble capital for farming opera-
tions. In America agricultural
cooperatives are very strong
partly because federal funds
have been made available to
banks for cooperatives.

In India a network of coop-
erative banks has access to
substantial public funds, But
in developing countries gener-
ally the problem is often not
only that of an adequate sup-
ply of capital for the forma-
tion of cooperatives, but also
managerial skill and experie
ence to ensure that such capi-
tal is used wisely,

In some countries, such as
Germany and Austria, there
has been substantial trade uni-
on investment in cooperative
banks. In others, such as Swe-
den and the USA, there has
been large scale trade union
investment in housing coop-
eratives. And in many coun-
tries, such as Sweden, Ger-
many, Britain and the USA,
cooperative insurance socie-
ties and cooperative credit so-
cieties are an important source
of investment funds,

by PAUL DERRICK

back earnings is something
very close to theinvestment by
members of their personal sav-
ings in the shares of their so-
ciety. In the one case saving
as well as investment is under-
taken by the society; in the
other saving is undertaken by
the members as individuals
who invest their savings in
their society.

In many consumers' coop-
eratives members commonly
allow the dividends on pur-
chases due tothem to be saved
for them by their society. This
kind of savings by a society
on behalf of its members may
be positively encouraged by its
rules so that the saving is not
completely voluntary. {n other
cases, as in Britain, shares may
be very easily withdrawable
and a substantial part of sav-
ings made by a society on be-
hailf of its members may be
invested in government or
other securities instead of in
the society itself.

Some cooperatives operate
special Savings Banks paying
something approaching the
market rate of interest, the
actual rate depending upon the
notice required for withdraw-
als. Many cooperatives issue
Cooperative Development
Bonds or similar securities in-
tended primarily for members
and repayable after a period of
years. If the period is five
years or so the interest may be
significantly higher than that
paid on deposits at savings
banks or on members accounts.
Sometimes a special bonus
may be paid after a period of
years. -

In some countries such as
Sweden, pension funds are an
important source of capital
for cooperatives and these re-
present saving on behalf of

kind of way. With adequate
guarantees from cooperatives
special companies could be
formed to raise capital for co-
operatives. Guarantees such
as the additional liability at-
taching to the share of some
cooperatives with limited liabi-
lity could help cooperatives to
raise loan capital more easily.

Legislation was passed in
Britain in 1967 to enable agri-
cultoral cooperatives to raise
debenture capital as a floating
charge against all assets in the
same way as a company. In
Germany a revolving credit
system for the raising of Joan
capital by cooperatives has
been developed with some suc-
cess. In general there is a
trend towards greater centrali-
sation in the raising of capital
just as there is a trend towards
greater centralisation in invest-
ment of capital. A large or-
ganisation can generally raise
capital more cheaply than a
smaller one and for this rea-
son closer financial coopera-
tion is being developed bet-
ween wholesale societies and
retail ones.

Institational Sources of Capital

In many countries coopera-
tives rely for animportant part
of their loanp capital on their
own cooperative banks and as
these are run in the interests
of borrowers the terms tend to
be better than those offered by
commercial banks. Very often
cooperative banks receive some
support from public funds, es-
pecially in the case of agricul-
tural banks. In Germany there
are several very strong coop-
erative banks, some catering
mainly for agricultural coop-
eratives and others mainly for
consumers’ cooperatives. Co-
operative banks may be asso-

. In some countries cooperas
tives form subsidiary compa-
nies to help them finance their
operations; and part of the
capital for such subsidiaries
may be put up by private com-
panies. For example the Scot-
tish Cooperative Wholesale
Society recently joined with
Associated British Foods to
build a pew flour mill which
will produce more flour than
Scottish cooperative societies
alone would be able to sell.
This permits full advantage to
be taken of the economies of
scale. Some of the subsidiaries
of Sweden’s KF are not wholly
owned ; and in Germany sub-
sidiary companies may be
formed for special purposes
such as acquiring properties
which are afterwards leased to
cooperatives. In France a spe-
cial society has been formed to
borrow long term3from public
sources in order to finance the
building of new stores.

In Germany agricultural co-
operatives may join with indi-
vidual farmers in financing an
agricultoral processing plant :
and the processing company
will pay a limited return on its
capital and distribute any sur-
plus earnings to members in
proportion to trade in the
same way as an agricultural
processing cooperative. In
France commercial and indus-
trial interests, which have
much greater resources than
agricultural cooperatives, have
been threatening to dominate
agricultural processing, The
French Government has re-
cently passed legislation autho-
rising the formation of Socie-
tes d’Interet Mixte Agricole to
which commercial interests
may contribute as much as 70
per cent of the share capital

CAPITAL

with agricultural cooperatives
holding the remaining 30 per
cent but with the right of vato

on certain important issues in
N

spite of their minority hold=
ing. By this device the French ,
Government hopes that agrie
cultural cooperatives will be
able to maintain a stake in
agricultural processing in spite
of their limited capital resour-
ces, The S.I.LM.A, distribute
their residual earnings in pro-
portion to goods supplied or
bought in the same. way as
agricultural cooperatives.

By forming subsidiary come
panies themselves or joining
with private companies to ach-
leve economies of scale, coop-
eratives in many countries have
been trying to solve problems
which have arisen from inade-
quate capital 1 resources.
primary need is for legislation,
and particularly tax legislation,
which will make it easier for
them to increase their share
capital in spite of the limited
return paid on that capital and
also for legislation which will
make iy easier for them to ac-

: cumulate capital out of earn-

ings and encourage them to
plough back earnings instead
of distributing them.

As far as loan capital goes
there are many possible sour-
ces ; but perhaps the most in-
teresting development during
the next few years will be the
further expansion cf the ope-
rations of the Internationa
Cooperative Bank in Basl
Agricultural cooperatives a
in urgent need of capital parti-
cularly in developing eoun-
tries; and capital could be
made available from interna-
tional agencies and other sour=
ces if only adequate guarantees
could be given that it would be
invested in economically viable
projects. If some new inter-
national cooperative organisa-
tion could ensure this, it could
contribute to a ; significant in-
crease in the rate of expansion
of the world cooperative move=
ment.

Cooperative Investment

The supply of an adequate
amount of loan capital to the =
cooperative movement de-
pends to a significant extent
upon the confidence of indivi-
duals and institutions that it
will be invested wisely and will
bring them a return compara-
ble to that obtainable by in-
vesting capital in other ways.
Cooperators may sometimes
find it difficult to think in
terms of investing capital in
such a way as to bring in the
highest possible rate of return
because of their consciousness
of the basic cooperative prin-
ciple that the return paid on
capital should be limited.

Yet in respect of any invest-
ment project the highest possi=
ble rate of return on capital
employed is simply another
name for efficiency, There are
other considerations to be
taken into account when pro-
jects are assessed and feasibili-
ty studies are made; but the
rate of return on capital em-
ployed in generally recognised
to be the most important. If
the eapital resources of a co-
operative society are so invest-
ed that the result will be great-
er efficiency the members of
the society will benefit not as
investors but rather through
lower prices or higher earn-
ings.

(Continued on page 7)
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Utilisation of Farmers’ Produce in
Jaffna District

( Continued from our last issue)
Green Plantains

Ash plantains and ‘Monthan’
wvarieties of plantains are gen-

“erally used only in the green

-

stage. These plantains can
be put into boiling water for
about three minutes and peeled
‘and sliced and dried in the

““gun. The dried chips can be

™
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-
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stored and pounded into flour
and used for local preparations
mixed with equal quantities of
rice flour, wheat flour or millet
flour.

Sweet Potatoes

Sweet potatoes should be
harvested without damaging
the tubers. They should be
exposed to the dry air in the
shade for about one week to
cure them. They are then
- buried in dry sand and stored
in this manner for about three
weeks. Sweet potatoes can
be scraped to remove the peel
and sliced and dried in the sun.
These slices can be pounded
into flour and mixed with an
equal quantity of rice flour or
wheat flour or milles flour and
used for local preparations.

Green-Gram and Cowpea

The mature dry seeds of
green-gram and cowpea are
best utilised by roasting them
in an open pan with constant
stirring until a nutty odour
develops without allowing the
material to get over-roasted.
_The roasted seeds are pounded
sntly in a wooden mortar
1 the husk is winnowed off.
¢ dehusked and split dhal

served in the following man-
ner. The seeds are soaked in
water for about three hours.
They are then sifted to remove
sand and stones. The water
is then drained off and the
gingelly seeds are spread out
on a mat and allowed to dry
for about half an hour. The
seeds are then, while still
moist, pounded in a wooden
mortar and the skins winnowed
off. The pounding is again
repeated and seeds winnowed
till all the husks are removed.
The dehusked seeds are then
dried thoroughly in thesun.
These cleaned seeds can be
stored for several months,
without any spoilage. One
pound of these seeds are
pounded in a mortar with one
pound of jaggery to make
gingelly balls which are pala-
table and nutritious. These
balls can be wrapped in oil
paper and stored for several
weeks without spoilage.

PALMYRAH PRODUCTS

The Palmyrah tree flourishes
in the Jaffna Peninsula and
provides many items of food
to the farmer. The chief items
are fruits, sweet toddy, jag-
gery, and yams. The proces-
sing and preservation of these
foods are as follows:—

Pinnattu

The ripe fruits are beaten
with a wooden mallet till soft
and then the skins are peeled
off. Then the pulp is extracted
by adding sufficient clean
water and squeezing it out.

by C. CHARAVANAPAVAN
Food Technologist

80 obtained can be stored and
eaten in the same way as lool
Dhal and Massocr Dhal. They
are palatable and nutritious.

_Brinjals, Bitter-Gourds and
Drumsticks

These vegetables can be pre-

served by drying during the

glut season. They are cul

into suitable strips and put

into a_ 2% salt solution and

- aftetwards dipped for three

o
|

\
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minutes in boiling water and
drained free of water and
dried on mats placed on plat-
forms in the sun. These dried
vegetables can be stored for
several months in air-tight
containers. They are soaked
in water to reconstitute them
and then cooked in the normal
way.
Tomatoes

Ripe Tomatoes are best pre-
served during the glut season
by cutting them into slices
and boiling them in a clay
vessel or aluminium vessel,
with sufficient water to cover
them. They are then mashed
into pulp and the skin and
seeds are separated by rubbing
the pulp through a sieve or
squeezing it though coarse
muslin cloth, This pulp is
then treated with a cut tea
spoon of citric acid and
brought to the boil and treated
with one cut tea spoon of
sodium beszoate and pat into
clean dry jars and sealed air
tight with a suitable lid. This
preserved pulp can be stored
for several months without
_gpoilage. It can be used asa
base for the manufacture of
tomato jam and tomato sauce.

Gingelly
Gingelly secds are best pre-

This pulp is mnext passed
through a sieve or sqeezed
through coarse muslin cloth
to eliminate the fibre. The
pulp is then spread on a mat
placed on a platform and it is
dried in the sun. The dried
cake is cut into small pieces
and placed in a pot or any
other suitable vessel. To this
is added a thick boiling sugar
syrup to cover it. The vessel
is closed with a lid to make it

air-tight and the product can

be preserved in this manner
for several months, It can be
eaten like a sweetmeat with
bread or any other local pre-
parations.

Jam

The pulp extracted as des-
cribed under °‘Pinnattu’ can
be converted into jam. To
one pound of the pulpis ad-
ded one pound of sugar and a
cut tea.spoon of citric acid.
This mixture is boiled in an
aluminium or clay vessel until
it becomes thick and viscous
with constant stirring. Any
scum formed should be re-
moved by skimming with a
spoon. The product is then
put into clean dry jam jars
and sealed air-tight with clean
lids.

Sweet Toddy and Jaggery

Sweet toddy should be col-
lected in clean, dry pots. A

(Continued from page 4)
ceed in persuading the Ameri-
can people to support them.
But this persuasion goes a
little turther. Democracy stops
here; they persuade you to

paste prepared with a tea
spoon of burnt lime powder
in water should be applied to
the inside bottom of the pot
and allowed to dry. The sweet
toddy collected in this manner
is first strained through muslin

cloth to remove any foreign -

matter. The clear sweet toddy
is separated from the sediment
at the bottom of the pot by
carefully decanting it into
another vessel. The clear
sweet toddy is brought to the
boil and allowed to cool, and
decanted again into another
vessel to remove the impuri-
ties precipitated at the bottom
of the vessel. This purified
sweet toddy is finally boiled
down in a clay vessel or alu-
minium vessel to form a thick
and viscous mass with constant
stirring. The heat is reduced
and the stirring is consinued
until the jaggery begins to
form a crust on the sides. At
this stage the mass is scooped
out and poured into moulds
and allowed to harden, Jaggery
prepared in this manner is
sweet and has a nice brown
colour and does not melt
during rainy weather. It can
be stored in clean air-tight
vessels.

(a) Palmyrah Yams are split
into two and then dried in the
sun. The dried yams are
pounded in a mortar or milled
into flour. This flour is passed
through a sieve to separate
the fibre. As this flour is
slightly bitter it is soaked in
water with an equal volume
of clear slaked lime water, and
left for about three hours.
The lime water leaches out the
bitter principle. Itis poured
out and the flour is washed
geveral times in changes of
fresh water until the taste of
lime is removed. The water
is drained off completely and
the flour is spread on a mat
and dried in the sun. This is
ground into a powder and
stored in the same way as any
other flour. This flour can be
used for making porridge and
also for making a thick
savoury soup called ‘Kool’.
It can also be mixed with an
equal quantity of rice flour or
millet flour or wheat flour and
used for making local break-
fast preparations.

(b) Palmyrah yams can be
boiled in water and then split
into two and dried in the sun.
This product keeps well and
is not attacked by insects. It
can be eaten by pounding with
jaggery and coconut scrapings
and rolling this mixture into
balls.

(c) Raw Palmyrah Yams
can be pounded into a pulp
in a wooden mortar and
squeezed through muslin cloth
in a vessel of water and the
starch is allowed to settle
down at the bottom of the
vessel. The water is then
poured out and the starch at
the bottom of the vessel is
removed and spread on a mat
and dried in the sun. This
starch is powdered and stored
in air-tight vessels. It is used
for invalids as a substitute for
arrow root flour.

put them in power and then
yoa leave it to those whom
you have established in power
to do the rest. Ope should
pot rely on the power of ths
state, on the power of legisla-

FIXED DEPOSITS

23% and 33 respectively.
and on Deposits
and 43% respectively.

(2

interest payable will be 43%.

PAWN BROKING

is allowed.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
On Deposits for 5 years and over
for 10 years and over the rates are 4%

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the rate of 3%, is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.
From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 47 for the month in which there
is a minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/- or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

SECURITY DEPOSITS
From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%.

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. [The rate
| of interest charged is 10% and Repayment by Instalments

Branches :
_}3ffna——f"aranthan—-@hunnakamﬂ?oint Pedec
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai— Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :

59, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA,

Phone 3 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD,
KILINOCHCHI

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials. :
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd,, Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.
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tion, of administration to brinz
about changes because the
changes can ooly be brought
about by buman changes,
human revolution.

I think thic has relevance
not only to India, but at the
present time to the cocial re-
volution in your own country,
particularly on the question of
poverty and the question of
race. 1 cannot conceive of
this revolution succeeding in
any meaningful way, any
human way except through
the method which Gandhi had
prescribed.

The Human Revolution Of

Gramdan

Many people, would say
that this method may be a
noble method, 2 well meaning
method, a method which is
very slow. In India, to date
more land has been redistribut-
ed through Vinoba Bhave's
land gift movement than
through legislation, in spite of
Nehru and the Planning Com-
mission hammering at the idea
that there must be land re-
forms and they must be ade-
quate and so on, so forth,

In Gramdan wherethe whole
commupity is invelved in this
process of beginping towards
a new life, the first step is
community ownership, legal
ownership of land, sharing of
land, sharing of produce, shar-
ine of money incomes and
sharing of labour; a shared
community and a continuous
programme of sharing, and de-
cisions by consensus. Consen-
sus, sharing, and community
ownershipand the title of land
to be brought about by per-
suasion; those of you who
are acquainted with the condi-
tions in Indian society or Asian

society know how difficult this.g
is. And yet there are fifty}
thousand villages today ucder!
Gramdan., We have decided:
in my state to bring the whole
state or 75% of the villages of
that state, under Gramdan by
the 2nd of October, which is
Gandhi’s birthday, this year.

I think this is 2 much more
rapid pace of change than even
the most radical parties in India
bave brought about. I should
add that traditionally those
who are called radical are in
many ways really conservative
parties and 1 find the Com-
munist Party to be in some
respects conservative, including
the left Communist Party.
However, even where they
are in power, as they are in
Kerala state, the southern-
most state of India, I do not
think that they would dare
say to the people or dare to
bring forward legizlation which
abolishes the legal title or
transfers the legal title to land
from the landowner to the
village community. This just
cannot be done even though
they would like to doit be-
cause this is the essence of the
agrarian policy of Communism
and of the left socialist move-
ment also.

Bat this is all that has hap-
pened, the first step. People
have signed, expressed thelr
consent or their agreement
with these conditions on a
printed form of paper, that's
all. The rest of it is to fol-
low, but this in itself is a
great change, a great change in
their attitude.

(From an extempore sbeech at

Princeton during J.P's recent visit
to .S AL)

—Sarva Seva Sangh
News Letter
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.« (Continued from page 2)

Brahmin youths floating on
the surface of the ocean with
the Vedas in their hand. As
soon as be saw them, greatly
delighted, he rose from his
seat, advanced towards them,
into the sea, and seizing them
one by each hand brought
them to the shore, calling them
at the same time by the epi-
thet of Irupahei, (or the right
and left hand as he had held
them). He conferred on them
the priesthood of the 1'emple,
and gave directions to the
Wanniya, Tanattar and Vari=
pattar to respect and obey
them, and also to render their
services to them."

“Gaja Bahu Maharajah sent
for the five tribes of town-
servants (namely smiths, pot-
ters, barbers, washers, and

. parreas) from Solamandalam,
and fixed them at Tirukona-
thamalai, allotting to them
land and paddy fields for their
maintenance.”

“Afterwards he caused a
Tank to be built at Cottiarum
in the neighbourhood of the
river Mahavali-ganga, and
paddy lands to the extent of
63350 Amonams to be improved
and groves of punnei, Illipe,
Amanaka, and cocoa trees to
be planted thereabouts, he
also gave orders that one-tenth
part of their produce should
be appropriated for the service
of the Temple. This he per-
formed in order to expiate
a sin which consisted in his
having once entertained the
idea of pulling down the Saiva
place of worship, and of build-
ing ane of Buddha in its rocom.”

“Gaja Bahu Maharajah
afterwards called together the
citizens of the country and
baving charged them to pre-
serve the institutions of Kola-
kotu Maha-rajah inviolate, he
dignified the Irupahor Bra.
hmins with the title of the
Raja Guroos of sovereign
pontiffs and entrusting to them
all the jewels and treasure of
tbe Temple retorned to his
capital Anuradbapura, where
after reigning for a long period
he at length entered into the
bliss of Siva.”

What 1 have translated
above, though not literal, is
the substance of the account
contained in the manuscript,
and I humbly hope that it
may be of some use as a clue
to persons who may make
further researches into the
antiquities of Ceylon.”

The above references to the
Temple are confirmed by an
inscription I came across in
the village of Kankaveli in
Trincomalee district. A re-
ference to this was inade in the
Survey Department -‘News
Letter No: 14 of January 1949
by its editor Dr. R.L. Brohier,
Extract from his reference is
as follows :

“This monument was found
set up in the compound of a
Sivan Temple in the village
of Kankuveli about 4 miles
west of the 62nd mile stone on
the road from Trincomalee to
Batticaloa. It is of granite,
dregsed one foot square and
about 2% feet above ground
level. The ioscription, repro-
duced below, appears on two
of its sides. The third bears
the symbolic trident of the
Sivan deity, while the fourth
has not been used.

The inscription registers a
grant of one veli of land in the
village Kankuveli to the deity
Konainatan (the god of Tirik-
Konai-malai) by a certain van-

niar. It ends with the usunal
malediction, that *‘any person
who viclates the grant will
bring on himself the sin of
those who slaughter black
cows on the banks of the
Ganges.”

The conclusions drawn from
the inscription, which was, as
a matter of fact, passed over
as something of no importance,
are, first that the veli, a South
Indian surface measure, was
inuse in Ceylon during the
13th century. The unit of the
system was a Kuli or abont
144 feet square. A hundred
kalis representing one Ma, and
20 Mas a Veli. Secondly, that
the extent of land under this
grant was about 6% acres.
Thirdly, it discloses the deri-
vation of Trincomalee. It also
reminds us that “black cows”
are animals of greater sacred-
ness than those of other
colour.” :

This inscription was seen
by Dutch Governor Van San-
den in the year 1786, who has
made the following interesting
observation in his diary of
24-5-1786.

On the east side was figure
sculptured which the Malabars
say is the Weapon of the God
of War Waireven who had
authority over the sea and sea
coast, and, as it is in some
respects similar to Neptune's
Trident, it may serve as a
further proof of Appegyer and
M de Sommerat’s assertion
that the Greeks derived their
system of mythology from
India- And on the West and
South sides were inscriptions
in Malabar but the north was
vacant. My interpreter trans-
lated the inscription thus.

“The wannia of Trincomalee
and the seven headmen or the
Adipanars of the wvillage of
Cangoevelly (Kankaveli) have
dedicated this field and other
advantages to be derived from
that village to their God Kon-
yonaden, Whosoever intrudes
on this gift or takes any of
these advantages to himself
will grievously sin. This de-
dication was confirmed in
presence of two priests of the
Castes Tanam and Warralle-
pattoem.”

Nevill who published a jour-
nal, on oriental subjects,
called “Taprobanian,” had
also seen this inscription. He
has pointed out that the im-
portance of this inscription lies
in the fact that it confirms the
authenticity of the Trincomalee
Kalvettu,

There is another inscription
which refers to this Temple
and that is the inscription
which was found on the
Temple buildings by Constan-
tine de Sa, the Portuguese
Commander who destroyed
the temple. He senta copy
of the inscription about the
year 1627 AD to the king of
Portugal with a letter to the
following effect “when I went
there to make this Fort, I
found engraved on the Pagoda
amoeng many other inscriptions
one which ran thus:— “This
Pagoda has been built by—
Nevertheless ‘shall the time
come that a nation of the
Framgis will destroy it and
thereafter shall no king of the
Island of Ceylon rebuild it™.

This was found among the
Portuguese manuscripts at the
Hague by Mr. E. B. Reimers,
the Government Archivist,
The inscription can still be
seen at the entrance to Fort
Frederick.

Yours faithfully,
J. R, SINNATAMBY,

COMPETING

(Continued from page 5)

The higher the return on
capital employed which is
achieved by a cooperative so-
ciety, the more the members
will benefit either asconsumers
or as producers.

Calculating the rate of return
on any particular investment
project is a highly complicated
business and some methods of
investment appraisal are more
sophisticated than others. The
method known as Discounted
Cash Flow involves complicat-
ed calculations but takes the
time factor into account more
effectively than traditional me-
thods.

The Discounted Cash Flow
or DCF rate of return is the
highest rate of return that a
project can afford to pay, that
is, the highest rate of interest
at which money could be bor-
rowed to finance a project with
no profit and no loss at the
end of the period of years to
which estimates relate. If ca=
pital costs are more than the
estimated DCF rate of return
a project will not be worth
while even though it scems
superficially attractive. Coop-
erators should take kindly to
the DCF method of appraisal
for it treats capital as a cost
and hence is in line with coop-
erative principles.

With any cooperative invest-
ment project the difference
between the costgof capital on
the one hand and the DCF
1ate of return on the other is
of direct benefit to members.
In a consumers’ society it wiil
mean lower effective prices, in
a workers’ productive society
higher earnings and in an agri-
cultural marketing society big-
ger revenue from sales to mem-
bers,

In investment appraisal by
the DCF method capital is a
cost and the rate of return
over and above the cost of ca-
pital is a return to members in
lower prices or higher earn-
ings, But sound investment
appraisal depends not only on
sophisticated methods but also
on the accuracy of estimates
and on marketresearch. When
large sums are being invested
much will depend upon the
skill with which the project is
appraised as well as upon the
competence with which the so-
ciety is managed. When retail
cooperative societies invest in
new supermarkets it is highly
probable that they will need
not only capital from their
wholesale society but also
skilled assistance in assessing
whether the right site has been
chosen and whether the proba-
ble growth of the market is
such that there will be an ade-
quate DCF rate of return on
the investment,

Cooperative societies are
likely to find it easier to raise
loan capital in proportion as
they can convince those pro-
viding the capital that it will
be invested wisely, that sophis-
ticated methods of investment
appraisal will be used and that
the enterprise will be compe-
tently managed. Investment as
such does not necessarily mean
higher living standards. - Un-
wise investment ‘can mean
heavy losses and lower living
standards, and there may be
investment in projects of a
kind which a community is
quite incapable of supporting;
But apart from deciding whe-
ther a particular investment is
sound and will bring an ade-
quate DCF rate of return on
capital employed, cooperators
have to decide what kind of
investment they wish to make.

{ To be Continued )
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G fie Local Scene

ENGLISH ONLY

The Jaffna Municipal Coun-
cil seems to be strictly follow-
ing an English Only policy.
At least that is what we are
forced to think after seeing
the Circular Notice it sent out
recently to electricity consum-
ers. The Notice which was
only in English informs con-
sumers that “in view of the
increasing cost of supplying
electricity, it has become ne-
cessary to effect slight increases
in electricity rates for lighting
and other purposes in the
Jaffna Municipal Area, with
effect from 1st November
1968”. It goes on to say “it
is realised that every slight in=
crease causes inconvenience to
the public. The Council has,
however, to see to the stabiligy
and development of eleciricity
facilities”, and appeals to citi-
zens to accept therates “which
have been adjusted to cause
the minimum inconvenience™,
Quite apart from the fact that
the unilateral decision has
been sprung on the people
without any form of prior con-
sultation, what puzzles one is
why this Notice was sent out
in English at all. Perhaps the
Municipality thinksthat Jaffna
is a little bit of England, I
understand that several people
have returned the Notice and
asked for a Tamil version.
Now the Municipality is pre-
paring a Tamil translation to
be sent out, which is what it
should have done in the first

Surveyed by RAJ

——————————

Elace. Now that the process
as been needlessly duplicated,
it’s nothing but fair to recover
the money from the people
who were responsible for send-
ing out the English Notice,

COPS AND THE PEOPLE

Everyone now admits that
administrators should deal
with the people in their langu-
age, This applies even more
to the Police Force. I believe
the L.G.P. recently stressed
that complaints should be tak-
en down in the language in
which they made: the import-
ance of this cannot be over-
estimated. This being 80, one
wonders why so many of the
Police Officers who are due to
be posted to Jaffna next year
are people without any know-
ledge of Tamil. Surely this
goes against the very funda-
mentals of modern adminis-
tration. Butit’s not too late
to do something about it,

EXTENSION SERVICES

The Jaffna Public Library
has resumed its monthly semi-
nar and lecture programme,
Recently Dr. D. T. Niles de-
livered an interesting talk on
the etymology of the English
Language, The Librarian has
also arranged for Bishop Ku-
lendran to give a talk on the
history of the Tamil Bible.
Several other speakers are
scheduled to deliver lectures,

Services in Erayurpattu.

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S. Union Ltd.,
Chenkaladi

We are :—Agents of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd.

» » Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

» » Peopie’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services,
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government,

Wholesale and retail dealers in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

both in Tamil and English.
!

Phone 28 Bravur.

SALES 0

T’phone :—257, Batticaloa
T’gram :—*“Service”

Eastern Province Agricultural
C00perative Union Lid,

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SERVICE o
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

SPARES

T’phone :—10, Nintavur

25, Front Street,

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery
- Jaffna District

eo-ape'caﬁve Harbour Services

Union L.

® STEVEDORES AGENTS
® LANDING CONTRACTORS
® FORWARDING AGENTS

JAFFNA,

Telephone No, 59¢
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OUR CHIEF GUEST

Yuvaraj Udaybhan Sinhji,
President of the National Co-
operative Union of India, who
will declare open the 3ist An-
nual Cooperative Conference
of the Northern Division Co-
operative Federation, was born
in 1910 in Gujarat State. He
graduated from Bombay Uni-

versity in 1932, having spe-

cialised in Agriculture,

Besides being President of
the National Cooperative Uni-
on of India, he is the Chair=
man of the All India Central
Land Development Banks Co-
operative Union, the Indian
Farmer Fertilizers Cooperative
Ltd., the Gujarat State Coop-
erative Land Development
Bank Ltd. and Director of the
Agricultural Refinamce Cor-
poration of India.

He has been connected with
the land reform movement in
Junagarh District and has been
the Chairman of the District
Board, Junagarh, for quite
some time. He has also been
associated with several educa-
tional, marketing and banking
institutions in the country, He
is specially interested in social
welfare and the development
of agriculture.

_#

IGNORANCE

Ignorance of the constitution
and the working of societies is
the cause for irregularities in
coop societies in this area, ob-
served Mr, S. V. Sabuiratnam,
President, Poonakari MPCS
Union, in the course of his
Presidential Address at the
Seminar held for MPCSS in
the Poonakari DRO’s area.

He went on to say thatit
was in this context that semin-
ars and training classes proved
very valuable: they enabled
members to familiarise them-
selves with and understand the
by-laws.

No organisation, he said, had
done more for the people of
that area than cooperatives.
People should be made to rea-
lise that they were economic-
ally better off because of the
multipurpose coops: if these
were closed, they would be in
a terrible plighs, being com-
pletely at the mercy of exploi-
ters. Members should realise
the benefits they had derived
through Cooperation and take
a keener interest in the welfare

THE CAUSE

of their societies. :

Mr. P.Selvaretnam, Admin-
istrative Secretary, NDCF,
stressed that the people could
achieve economic prosperity
only through coops. If mem-
bers knew their rights, powers
and the benefits they derived
by being members of coops,
they would vigorously partici-
pate in the activities of their
societies; that would help the
growth of societies. That was
why they were laying such
stress on member education.

Mr. V. Mylvaganam, HOI,
appealed to cultivators to
make full use of the credit fa-
cilities provided by the Gov-
ernment and bring more land
under cultivation. This way
they could improve their living
conditions. He advised them
to use improved methods of
cultivation so that they could
get maximum yield He warned
them against misusing loans.
They should repay the loans
on the due date. This would
be advantageous both to the
members and the society.

operative Training School.
Eligibility:—

dinary Level.

Fees:—(1) Admission
(2) Registration

given below:—

Jaffina. 8-10-1968.

Cooperative Employees Certificate—
Higher Level

4.1-1969—30-9-1969
The next C.E.C. Higher Level Training Course in the
Tamil Medium will commence on 4-1-69 at the Jaffna Co-

1. Those who have passed the Cooperative Employees
Certificate (Ordinary Level) and have three years of
continuous service in a Cooperative Society,

OR

2. Those with either the H.S.C. or the G.C.E. (Advanced
Level) who have secured a pass in Arithmetic or Com-
mercial Arithmetic or Book-Keeping at the G.C.E. Or-

3. Those who have passed the Cooperative Employees
Certificate (Ordinary Level) in the First Division will be
admitted if there are vacancies, even though their period
of service is less than three years.
No tuition fees will be charged.

| months of Practical Training and trainees will have to bear

travelling expenses in connection with it.

(3) Final Examination
Application forms may be obtained from the address

The Principal,

Jaffna Cooperative Training School,
111, Beach Road,
Jaffna.
Written requests for application forms should be accom-
panied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Closing Date of applications:—]5-12-1968.

Jaffna Cooperative Training School,

There will be 23—3

Rs., 2/-
Rs. 10/~
Rs. 15/-

K. Paramothayan,
Principal.

Give Them Only
to Coops

The Government should give
scarce commodities other than
rationed goods only to the Co-
operatives, not to Authorised
Dealers.

This was one of the resolu-
tions passed at the 10th An-
nual General Meeting of the
Udupiddy V.C. Area MPCS
Union.

Mr.V. Canagasabai, ACCD,
Jaffna East, appealed to the
Committee members to be
united, Praising the excellent
work done by the President
and the Committee, he pointed
out that splits in the Commit-
tee would hinder the progress
of the Union. Every Commit-
tee member, he stressed, should
take a keen interest in the af-
fairs of the Union. He ap-
pealed to affiliated societies to
give the fullest support to the
Union.

The Audit Report shows
that the Union has made a net
profit of Rs. 18,501/49 cts. in
1967.

Messrs. P. Kanapathipillai,
C. Vinayagamoorthy, A. Su-
bramaniam and §. Sivarasa
were chosen to fill the vacan-
cies in the Committee, The
following were elected office~
beaters: Messrs. P. Kana-
pathipillai—President(re-elect-
ed), R. R. Dharmaratnam—
Vice-President (re-elected) and
K. Manikam—Secretary.

A Principal
Function

One of the chief agricultural
functions of Cooperativesis to
supply agricultural requisites
such as agro-chemicals and fer-
tilisers. .. .. in the developed
countries too Agricultural Co-
operatives aredistinguished by
the role they play in this re-
gard, states a circular sent by
Mr. W. B. C. Senerat-Nanda-
deva, Actg. CCD & RCS, to
Presidents of MPCS Unious.

Pointing out the importance
of the role played by agro-
chemicals both in the preven-
tion and the cure of plant dis-
ease, and the need for the in-
creasing use of agro-chemicals
to achieve higher yields in
agriculture, the Commissioner
reminds the Presidents that
their Unions are multipurpose
ones and not merely Stores
Unions concerned with consu-
mer functions, however im-
portant they be,

He appeals to them to coop-
erate with the Govt. Agent in
the district programme for the
il}crcased use of agro-chemic-
als.

Highest So Far

The Jaffna District Coop-
erative Harbour Services Uni-
on has so far unloaded over
120,000jtons this year, the high-
est since the Union was found-
ed. This year it discharged
15 ships—7 at Jaffna and 8 at
Kankesanthurai,

During the KKS season,
which is almost over, the Uni-
on worked 8 ships (last time
it was 6) and unloaded 85,000

© tons.

During September this year,
the Union unloaded 1,000 tons
of gypsum for the Cement
Factory, brought by 7 sailing
boats from Tuticorin., By the
end of this month or early
next month, the Union expects
to unload 9,500 tons of gyp-
sum at Jaffna.

Consolidated Set Of

Instructions

_The Department of Coop-
erative Development has is-
sued a consolidated set of in-
structions for the guidance of
MPCS Unions and Retail Co=
operatives on the procedure to
be followed in the distribution
of foodstuffs and other com-
modities supplied by the CWE,
Government Departments and
Corporations.

The Circular, issued by the
Actg. CCD & RCS Mr. W. B,
C. Senarat-Nandadeva, states
that this consolidation has “be-
come the more necessary to
avoid the misinformed criti=
cism levelled against Coopera-
tive organisations, quite apart
from the need for coopera-
tives to follow a uniform pro-

Dr. Deter to

Dr. Wolfgang Deter, Fellow
of the Institute for Study of
Cooperatives, University of
Munster, West Germany, will
be arriving in Jaffna on Octo-
ber 17th, on a two-day visit.

Dr. Deter, who was born in
1935, studied Economics and
Business Administration at the
University of Hamburg, Tu-
bingen and Munster. Since
1966 he has been free-lance
Director of seminars for
French-speaking African co-
operative executives in Ger-
many. He has lecturedin two
seminars of the Friedrich-Eb~
ert Foundation for Coopera-
tives in Paraguay and made

cedure in the interest of the
public and the cooperatives
themselves”,

The Circular also states that
“both the MPCS Unions and
Retail Cooperatives should
bear in mind the need to safe-
guard the interests of their
own organisations in follow-
ing the general principles out-
lined herein or in carrying out
the specific directions regard=
ing issue made by the appro-
priate authority. Such instruc=
tions should not be mechanic-
ally followed where it would
undoubtedly lead to financial
loss. On the other hand, no
deviation should be made
from such directions without
the approval of such authori-
ty”.

AT

Visit Jaffna

study trips to the Philippines
for research in local coopera-
tives., He has also translated
specialised literature,

During his stay in Jaffna,
Dr. Deter will lecture on The
State and the Cooperative Sys-
femat the Veerasingham Man-
dapam on 17-10-68 at 5-30
p.m. He will also visit the
NDAPC Union, the Jaffna
Cooperative Training School,
the Jaffna Cooperative Provin-
cial Bank, the Mooldi Coop=~
erative Hospital, the Mathagal
Cooperative Credit Society
and the Jaffoa District Coop-

erative Harbour Services Unie
Oon.
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Coop Education
Will Dispel
Ignorance

It is very necessary that
every effort be made to edu-
cate the members of coop so-
cieties to dispel their ignorance
about Cooperative Principles
and the objects of Coop Socie-
ties, said Mr. V. Canagasabai,
ACCD Jaffna East at the Kad-
daivelly MPCS Union Semins
ar. He added that it was high
time members showed more
interest in the affairs of their
societies: only then couldsocie-
ties prove economic units.

Vidwan K. Nadarajah said
it was desirable that facilities
be made available to members
to study the constitution of
their societies : only then could
effective supervision be carried
out. Knowledge of the work-
ing of societies would go a
long way in saving coop insti-
tutions from back-sliding.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
Hony. Secretary NDCF, said
that multi-purpose societies
should be truly multi-purpose
instead of limiting themselves
to single-purpose activities.
He advocated a Savings Cam-
paign to uplift the downtrod-
den.

Mr. K. Kanapathipillai,
Hony. Secretary, proposed the
vote of thanks.

Bigger Net Profit
This Time

The Kaddaivelly MPCS Uni-
on has more than doubled its
pet profit thistime: in 1966,
the net profit was Rs. 15,630/~
48 cts. while this time the net
profit is Rs. 32,679/25 cts.

BOOKS DONATED

The Manager of the Rama-
nathan Music Academy, Mr.
A. Saravanamuttu, has donat-
ed the following books to the
Jaffina Cooperative Training
School Library:

@ Sir Ponnambalam Rama-
nathan’s Select Speeches
in Council

® The Culiure of the Soul
Among Western Nations
Western Pictures for East-
ern Students

@ The Ramayana

® Qs @essawid
(epsemtd LIT&LD)

O wipmwETs omewfed

These figures are taken from
the 9th Annual Report of the
Union for the period 1-1-67—
31-12-67.

A resolution—tabled at the
Annual General Meeting—re-
questing the Union to reduce
its profit margin on the goods
it distributed to its affiliated
societies was, after discussion,
put up to the Committee for
appropriate action.

Mr. 8. Nagalingam, HQI
Jafina East, said that the Audit
Report showed that the Union
was doing well.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
Hony. Treasurer NDCF, con=
gratulated the Committee on
the good work it had done to
pull the Union out of the
dumps. He advised them to
plan ahead for the futuregx=~
pansion of their business, and
outlined some practical ways
of streamlining the adminis-
tration to make it more effici-
ent.

Vidwan K. Nadarajah pre-
sided.

Printed by Nicholas James at Sts Joseph's Catholic Press, Main
Street, Jaffna and published by the Northern Division Co-operative
Pedezation Ltd., No. 12 & 14, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffazs 15-10-1968
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