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- COMMENT ARY

WORKER PARTICIPATION

Mr. Linus Silva, Chairman of the Ceylon
Leather Products Corporation, had oceasion to
indulge in some light-hearted talk on the modern
aspects of management, when he attended a
Conference of MPCS unions summoned by the
NDCF on the 2ad inst., to discuss the possibili-
ties of the cooperatives in the North undertak-
ing the distribution and sale of the products of
the Corporation. The outcome of the Confor-
ence notwithstanding, Mr, Linus Silva, scholar,
professor and authority on the subject of man—
agement in his own right, took the opportunity
to air some of his findings both from his experi-
ences abroad and from his direct connection

with the Leather Products Corperation for a
number of years.

He spoke of a fundamental change of atti-
tude towards the average ‘worker ‘as a prerequi-
sito for productivity. Modern management, he
said, believed in worker participation at all
levels of production and management, and un-
less there was a radical change of outleok fol-
lowed by appropriate changes in organisation,
productivity would remain an empty dream, a
distant and elusive goal, Mr. Linus warned.

- He called for greater racognition of the man
with practical experience and stressed the need
to provide ingontives to workers, not only for
increased productivity, but to avoid manage-
ment problems and strikes as well, which act
as dead-weights on economic recovery. If the
producers of goods and services were treated
fairly that would be an unprecedented econo-
mic revolution which would double the coun-
try’s output almost overnight, Mr. Silva em-
phasised.

That Mr. Linus Silva did not speak with his tongue in
his cheek is evident to any casual observer with an eye on
the economic march of the nation. The history of the
Gorporation in his charge and its outstanding performan-
ces in recent years speak for themselves. Itis hoped that
other corporations and cooperative enterprises as well
will become alive to contzmporary changes in management
techniques and gear themselves tothe mammoth task
awaiting them.,

Modern economists deliberately underplay orthodox
factors of production and explain productivity essentially
in terms of human resources. In 1958 Theodore Schultz
wrote his ‘Human Wealth and Economic Growth’, in which
he maintained that the key to economic development is in
man himself, not in material resources. Economists like
Morton Zeman, Edward Denison and Gary Becker fol-
lowed up and put forward what may be called the ‘New
Economic Theory’—investment in people, that intangible
capital.

Professor Jagdish Bhagwati in ‘The Economics of Un-
derdeveloped Countries’ examines the qualities most rele-
vant to the problems of underdevelopment under four main
heads : —Entrepreneurial Ability, Skilled Fersonnel, The
State of Administration, and National Character. Though
it is true that some countries are poorer than others, it is
also true that countries can become richer than they are
now, simply because they are not totally dependent on
their natural resources. Explosion of knowledge has rend-
ered meaningless the idea of any ‘single nation with no
potential for expansion. It is therefore- as a corollary of
the premise that by investing in people more than in any
other factor of production it is possible to attain higher
productivity, that the worker must be given his rightful
place.
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Coops No Longer Confine Themselves
To Food Distribution

;41! this time, the cooperalives in the area cmuﬂiuepl thenselves

to the Jisfriéu'ﬁmn oﬁ -ﬂmd.

Our Union has set up a power loorn unit Lo munuﬁacfure

t?enfures.

Wow Hzeq have embarked on Em_lu.sq!rial

textiles and is headed qu- suceess, stated Wie. M. C),Qairamuf'fu, gDre—
sident oﬂ the g)mw[m'.erruppu Wi@@ci 'unian, al the ﬁm«mul epening

o?@ the Union's power loom ﬁuc{amf.

The factory was declarsd
open by a worker, Miss S.
Selvanayaki,

Mr. Vairamuttu went on
to say that though it was the
usual practice to get distin-
guished persons to perform
the opening ceremony, the
Union had dzcided to get a
worker to declarc open the
factory, as the success or
failure of an industry de-
pended on ‘the werkers. 1
am confident, he said, that
the factory will turn out to
be’ a ‘great success. - He
stressed ‘that there was no
distinction between employ-
er and employ2e - in the Co-
operative Movement. '

Emphasising | that Wwe
should not be dependent on
the Government for every-
thing, Mr. Vairamuttu urged
that we adopt the coopera-
tive method to solve all our
problems,

Mr. W. Pathirana, CCD,
said that unless there were
men ‘of integrily in the Com-
mittee, a society could not
flourish. He pointed out
that the All-Ceylon Con-
sumers Union had so suc-
cessfully embarked on an
industrial venture that they
were ableto buy land for
their use. He wished the
Pandaterruppu Union  all
success.

Mr. K. S. Ponnuthurai,
SAC, suggested that other
cooperative societies  too
follow- the example of the
Pandaterruppu Union. The
money earned through in-

dustrjal ventures could pro-

Special General
Meeting

At a Special General Meet-
ing of the Maravakurichchi
MPCS, Mr. T. Kandaswamy
ACCD, ' stated that
should be taken to see that
the balance of Rs. 94/~ due
to the Bank on the agricul-
tural loans given out in
1967/68, was recovered, He
pointed out that the Com-
mittee should in future see
that previous loans were re-
paid before fresh loans were
given out. He advised the
Committee to inform all the
members who had taken
agricultural loans during
1969/70 to repay them, A
sum of Rs. 74.322/80 cts,
was given out asagricultural
loans during 69,70,

steps,

gavings in these banks.

Mr. V. Canagasabai, AC
CD said the success of the
Union depended on the effi-

fitably be invested in Coop-
erative Banks, he added.
He siressed that unless we
had implicit faith in Coop-

eration, success was mnot ciency and integrity of the
possible. Commiitee. i
Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Pre- Mr. T. K. Rajasekeran

sident NDCF, said that since
Pandaterruppu was the birth-
place of many pioneer co-
operators, he was sure that
the Union would succeed in
any venture it undertook.
He siressed that if coopera-
tors wanted the cooperative
banks to function effectively.
they . should  deposit their

pointed outl ‘that since our
needs  were multiplying,
agricultural development
alone would not do': coops
had to launchinto the indus-
trigl sphere too. Coopera-
tives, he stressed, must stand
on their own f€et. instead of
depending on the govern-
ment.

International Cooperative Day.
OPEN AND SCHOOLS® CONTESTS

In connection with International Cooperative Day, the
Northern Division Cooperative Federation is conducting
Essay, Short Story. Poetry, Drama (Script) and Slogans
Contests. '

Entries from schools should be certified as original by
the Principal/Headmaster.

Entries (both Open and Schools) may be ¢ither in Tamil
or English.

ESSAY—OPEN CONTEST

Essays should not be less than 1,200 words.

(1) Discuss critically the recommendations of the Royal
Commission on the Cooperative Movement in Ceylon.

(2) What, in your opinion, are the obstacles to coop-
erative development in Ceylon.

(3) Evaluate Robert Owen’s contribution to the Coop-
erative Movement. -

ESSAY —SCHOOLS" CONTEST

Senior Division (under 21 and over 14)

Essays should be approximately 700 words.

(1) Describe the working of a school cooperative and.
discuss the ways ifi which it can be made more beneficial to
its members,

(2) Explain how a cooperative society benefits those
living in its area of operation.

(3) Basing your essay on a cooperative society in yout
locality, show how it contributes to community develop-
ment,

JUNIOR DIVISION (under 14)

Essays should be approximately 350 words.

(1) Describe how you are benefited by your school coop-
erative, :

(2) Describe a cooperative shop in your [ocality.

(3) Describe how you would develop a Cooperative So-
ciety if vou are its President.

Background material relating to the above essay topics
will be found in The Cooperator. Back numbers are availabie
at the NDCF Office, 12—14, KKS Road, Jaffna.

Short stories, plays, poems and slogans should deal
with Cooperative themes.

Suitable cash prizes will be awarded to those entries
which win first place and are considered worthy of the
award.

The decision of the Competitions Board is fina.

Closing date for entries: 20-6-70.

Entries should be sent to : The Editor, The Gooperalor,
NDCF Building, 12—14, KKS Road, Jaffoa.
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The crippled—we find
them everywhere, on the
roads begging for existence
or in ‘charity-institutions’ or
in homes (very rarely) where
their parents or relations
are kind enough to have
them. They do not do any
work because nobody will
employ them. Employers
fear that they might Jose
more money on the crippled
than on the healthy emplo-
yees due to financial risks

- like having to pay for illness
sustained or aggravated dur-
ing employment. There is
also another ferr that if they
employ a disabled person.
for what he can do, employ-
ers will be charged for in-
humanity by society. There
is also a superstitious idea
thatit is a sin to employ
them. Ifa person works for

dicapped are extremely sick
and not fit for anv work,
they should not and cannot
depend on the charity of
others. To depend solely on
charity is losing self respect.
Once they lose their self res-
pect, they easily become cri-
minals.

Can’t the physically han-
dicapped help themselves at
all?  Of course, they can!
They only need a little bit of
education. jThey don’t need
academic qualifications but
training in some sort of
work.  They can do all sorts
of work, like tailoring, car-
pentry, basket weaving, typ-
ing, and shorthand. repair-
ing switches and clocks etc.,
eic., according to their abi-
litv and aptitude. They can
also group themselves as a
team and do a single job, by

BY M. THANINAYAKAN

his own good, is it a sin?
Nonsense !

False Notions

Because of these false no-
tions and superstitious ideas,
most of the disabled persons
are wasting their precious
tive and energy. Because
they don’t have any work to
do, they think a lot and all
sorts of psychol:gical com-
plications arise and they be-
come more and more sick.
“The idle mind is the work-
shop of the devil”. It is
really a torture to be with-
out work and to depend on
others. They finally die a
painful death ' discarded by
all. Ttis strange to note,
that when these physically
handicapped persons die in
‘charity-institutions’, their
relations who had never seen
that institution, come and
claim relationship, to remove
the dead body home to burn
it or bury it! Why?

Unless the physically han-

each doing his part of the
job. Their products can
never be inferior to the pro-
duets made by ordinary men.
Selling the products is not a
major problem. _

Occupational therapists
can teach well an occupa-
tion or two to the physically
handicapped persons ac-
cording to their ability and
aptitude.

Not Wanted

Most of the crippled are
not wanted by anybody and
more often than not even by
their parents and relations.
So they need houses for re-
settlement. When these dis-
abled persons start working,
after training, they can run
these homes themselves with
their earnings. But the ini-
tial capital, should be borne
by somebody or even that
may be repaid by the physi-
cally handicapped persons.

Some disabled persons
need medical advice, nurs=

b) Eligibility: -

b) Eligibility:-

Closing date of Applications:-

Jaffna. 9-5-70,

Cooperative Employees Certificate
Junior and Ordinary Levels

The next Cooperative Employees Certificate JUNIOR
and ORDINARY Level Courses will commence on 1-7-70,
1. C. E. C. Junior Course
a) Period of Training:- 3 months

Employzes in Cooperative Societies who have
passed the J. S. C. Examination. (Applications
from employees who have not reached the
J. 8. C. standard will also be considered)

2, C. E. C. Ordinary Level Course
a) Period of Training:- 4 months

Employees in Cooperative Societies who ha'ge
passed the §.8.C. or G.C.E. (0. L. (six
subjects) or C. E. C, Junior Level.

OR

Those who have passed the S.8.C. or G.C.E.
(0. L.) with four credit passes including Arithm-
etic or Commercial Arithmetic.

Ap_lication Forms may be obtained from:-

The Principal,
Jaffna Cooperative Training School,
Jaffna,

Requests for application forms to be sent by post should
be accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Jaffna Cooperatiye Training School,

15-6-1970.

K. PARAMOTHAYAN,
PRINCIPAL.

ing care and ‘physiotherapy
from time to time. For these
they can be sent to the gov-
ernment hospitals or invite
volunteers from the medical
profession.

There is only one rehabili-
tation centre in Ceylon at
Ampitiya, for the disabled.
But that is also not residen-
tial. Only persons who can
look after themselves can 20
there and have the training.
So most of the crippled per-
sons are shut out.

There s a rehabilitation
Institute at Vellore, which is
a part of the Christian Me-

dical College Hospital. This

Institute is residential and
after a course of training
the physically handicapped
are sent home. They (CMCH)
have a plan to “build some
houses and workshops, in
the near future, for the dis-
abled who cannot go home.
This institution is the first
of its kind in India. and it
was solely due to the untir-
ing efforts of Dr, Mary Ver-
ghese, who herself is a para-
plegic.

In Long Island (U.S.A.)
Hentry Viscardi established
a firm *Abilities Incorporat-
ed’. It is run solely by the
disabled persons. Hentry
Viscardi has noted in one of
his books, that the whole
attitude towards life chang-
es, they become more happy

trusts and pessimism disap-
pear. They become useful
citizens and some of them
did marry afterwards and
are leading happy lives.
Urgently Needed

So we see that a Rehabili-
tation Institute with residen-
tial facilities and houses for
the physically handicapped
persons who cannot go home
and which could be run by
them are not unattainable
and also they are urgently
needed in Ceylon.

If we expect the govern-
ment to start such a Reha-
bilitali{m and rtesettlement
centre it will only be a day-
dream. Even if it does esta-
blish one, it will add one
more corrupt institution to
the already existing ones. It
would be fine if the govern-
ment gives some money and

How To Help The Handi.capped

the necessary lands where
Rehabilitation and resettle-
ment centres can be started.

Only charitable individu-
als, voluntary organisations,
missionaries, Rotary Clubs,
Lion’s Clubs, Apex Clubs,
Jaycees etc. etc. collectively
or individually, can initiate
and run such Rehabilitation
and resettiement centres.
effectively.

What the physically handi-
capped need is primarily
sympathy, insight and un-
derstanding. It is better to
train a man in some work
than give him some food,
There is a Chinese proverb
“It is better o give a poor
man a fishing rod than some
fish™

Will charitable persons
and voluntary organisations
please note;

SALES (&)

T’phone :—257, Batticaloa

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd.

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitiva
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SERVICE (@]
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

SPARES

T?phone :—10, Nintavur

and more healthy. Their | T'gram:—‘‘Service™
mental depressions, dis- '
SRS

Natlonal Prosperity.

The Co-operative Movement plays an
impertant role in Ceylon's economic
development. The People's Bank works
together with the Co-operatives for

together
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THE HARD CORE OF GANDHTS

SOCIAL

Gandhi had half done,
with rough strokes of his
brush, the picture of a new
society. Many of -the ele-
ments which had gone to its

making would,however, seem
‘irreality” oriented and un-
realisable to many. A few
slogans raised during ths re-
cent French revolution had,
strangely enough, idolised
some of these very princi-
ples which could well pro-
vide the rationale for a Gan-
dhian society. It was all
the more a surprise that
General de Gaulle, of all
persons, readily agreed to
implement a few of the ideals
and gave credence to the be-
lief that all of them might
not be entirely unrealisable.
This upsurge in the West has
provided a new impetus for
a re-examination of Gan-
dhi’s thoughts and brought
to the fore their possible re-
levance to the emerging siru-
cture.

Man at the Centre

The new movement had
called upon their leaders to
work for a ‘society’ which
would be ‘anti-megalopolis’,
for an ‘economy’ which
would shed its preference for
large units and for a ‘polity’
which emphasises not only
representative but also par-
ticipatory democracy. The
whole episode was a defini-
tive protest against the ecli-

this direction and a starting
point for a study of ‘Gan-
dhian’ or of Gandhi’s tho-
ughts, with special reference
to planned social change,
one that seeks to realise the
model.

A Three Dimensional Treatment

Gandhi had empirically
evolved, as a result of his
inter-aection with the nation-
al milieu, a number of con-
cepts which provide the basis
for reconstruction of the ex-
isting system with which we
have come to live. Gandhi
was keen to change the
structure as radically as pos-
sible and his treatment of
the subject was three dimen-
sional.

He thus offered a critique
of the existing society. spelt
out certain basic elements of
the new model and provided
the rudiments of a ‘matho-
dology’ for bringing in the
change. He had indeed
practised or experimented
with some of these ‘methods’
in his own time and recom-
mended them for further
application in the post-colo-
nial era for a radical trans-
formation of the economic
and political structure.

Need fora Scientific Scrutiny

Notwithstanding what has
been stated just now, itis
but evide nt that Gandhi had
no opportunity to provide
details of any of the three

pse of man : against the do- tasks that he had under-
BY SUGATA DASGUPTA
:conomy taken. Most of these, e.g,,

mination of the
over the society and of the
machine over the individual.
To put the man back again,
at the centre of the stage,
was the main cry of the
French revolution and the
search was for a new struc-
ture ; as to them both capi-
talism and communism had
failed in the western milieu,
Some social scientists have
called this type, yet unstruc-
tured and findiscernible, as
post=-Marxist, post-modern
and post-industrial ; a ‘moz-
al society” where one can
‘strive’ to be ‘moral’ more
than in a material society.

Understanding of the
New Model

If the slogans of the French
unrest had thus brought to
the fore some of the con-
cepts which are akin to the
fundamentals of Gandhi’s
social, economic and politi-
cal thoughts, it is obyvious
that a critical appraisal of
the latter would provide an
important insight necessary
for the construction of the
new society, a new model,
towards which Gandhi’s tho-
ughts lead us. This might
also hzlp to analyse the role
that the various institutions,
economic and political, play
in the set-up. An opera-
tiopal examination, under
certain terms of theoretical
reference of that whole body
of ideas, generally known as
Gandhi’s thoughts, may thus
go some way in understand-
ing the functions of certain
important systems of the
‘model’ if not of the model
itself The short discourse
that follows raises a few cru-
cial issues which might weil
provide a theoretical lead in

the model or structure of a
new saciety, the critique of
the existing one and the
‘method’ for establishing the
new, will thus have to be ex-
amined, evaluated and shap-
ed in the context of new
times and evolving needs on
the basis of the leads pro-
vided by the Mahatma. These
have to be, as Dr. N.M. Sri-
nivas has put it, in a note to
the Board of Research Dir-
ection of the Gandhian Ins-
titute of Studies. Varanasi,
critically analysed, shorn of
all adulteration, and scienti-
fically established. For, such
analysis of Gandhian tho-
ught, as Srinivas says, is in-
dispensable for the understa-
nding of modern India and
Gandhi is great enough to
withstand the rigours of sci-
entific serutiny. Reviewing
the importance of such ana-
lysis, Jayaprakash Narayan
said in an official communi-
cation to the former Deputy
Chairman of the Planning
Commission that one should
not, while planning an eco-
nomy, go the western way
the whole hog, and then turn
back. What is required, on
the other hand, is to examine
the feasihility of the new
approach and while we are

at the primary stage of con-.

struction, build, if possible,
the new way. The objectives
of a scientific appraisal of
the social,economic and poli-
tical thoughts oif Gandhi will,
therefore, be to find the de-
tails of the new approach on
the basis of some of the es-
sentials of his thought struc-
ture.

But can a study of the de-

‘tails be possible without un-

derstanding the system, which

provides the details, and the
central theme on which the
system is based?

While any study of Gan-
dhian thought must cover a
wide spectrum, it will be
wise to start with the central
theme, should there by any.
It is the contention of this
paper that there is such a
theme, a main concept which
provides the basic founda-
tion of ‘Gandhism’. It is
necessary to examine this
‘basis’. For, without such
an analysis, any probe into
the ‘details’, e.g.. the various
economic measures, political
approaches and social insti-
tutions suggested by Gandhi
will only be a peripheral
exercise and’ provide no un-

derstanding of their con-
templated ‘function’ and
*structure’.
The Central Theme :
Non-viclence

This central thcm_e. the
conceptual foundation of
Gandhian thought, is non-
violence’. Two other ideas

frequently used in this con-
nection are ‘truth’ and ‘swa-
raj’. But since the non-vio-
lent society of Gandhi’s
choice is also the ‘swaraj’
society and the latter repre-
sents the truth (vide his dicta
“Truth is God” and then
‘God comes to the poor in
the shape of bread’) the con-
cept of non-violence would
still stand out as the central
theme. It was for this rea-
son that, in offering a criti-
que of the present day socies
ty. Gandhihad called it *viol-
ent’. He rejected the basic
frame as he found violence
ingrained in it. He wanted
to leap forward to a non-
violent policy and the meth-
od of struggle or change he
sought to apply in the pro-
cess was of non-violent
satyagraha. He found no
democracy possible without
non-violence and no institu-
tional framework worth its
keep, until it became ‘truly’
non-violent.

The other reason why the
concept occupies a central
position is the global mean-
ing that the term conveys.
Although Gandhi was not
the first to use the concapt
he gave ita new meaning,
used it in a new context and
did not mean by ‘non-viol-
ence’ what is ordinarily
meant by it. The two terms
‘violence’ and non-violence
thus acquired a technical
connotation. What this is,
has been clearly brought out
by Dr. Bharatan Kumarappa
in his preface to the small
treatise entitled For the Paci-
fists (a compilation of Gan-
dhi’s writings on the subject.)

Technical Meaning of
Non-violence

Violence, according to
the new connotation, means
‘exploitation’, centraliza-
tion’, of power and ‘domin-
ance’—all that retards frze
expression and development
of persons and institutions,
especially of the weak, who
live at the base ofthe society,
namely the ‘daridranarayng’,
Non-violence is the antonym
of all these ; it means non-
exploitation, non-organisa-
tion, (tantramuki) and non-
dominance (a cooperative
rather than a competitive

policy).

Non-violencz, in this con-
text, is both an ‘end’ as well
as th® ‘means’. In tzrms of
the objective, Gandhi’s aim
was to establish ‘swaraj’, a
non-exploitative and equali-
tarian society. The institu-
tional arrangements and pat-
terns of relationship there
are so arranged that the eco-
nomy, polity and society are
not attuned to exploitation
and the weakest can share in
the process of decision-mak-
ing and realise the fullest
potentiality through the mer-
it of self-actualisation.

Gandhi called the present
day society ‘violent® since
he found the exploitation
provides, in the name of pro-
fit and power. its basic mo-
tivation. The methods by
which Gandhi wanted the
new sgeiety to be achieved
and the old to be changed
were also non-violent. Al-
though the number of indices
of such a non-violent society
as well as those of non-viol-

ent action have been pro-

vided by Gandhi, a thorough
examination of all these con=
cepts has become an urgent
necessity. It is evident, how-
ever, that by non-violent
action, Gandhi meant peace-
ful, constructive mass action
and not the violent, des-
tructive action of a coterie.
For, the latter would lead,
Gandhi says, only to a
change of masters and not of
a system. The new system
is to have a new ethos, where
not a few but the people in
general would exercise some
type of control over the pro-
ductive as well -as the distri-
butive apparatuses. That was
his non-violence,

Gandhi’s main concern
was to replace the existing
social, economic and poeliti-
cal system by a new one
which would not permit ex-
ploitation of one by the oth-
er. It was for this reason
that Gandhi was anti-mega-
lopolis, as he thought thata
truly non-exploitative habitat
has to be urban or rural. He
was against big units as he
found that in these struc-
tures machines enslave men
and not vice-versa.

Violence and Development

It has recently be:n stated
in a paper prepared by the
Gandhian Institute of Studies
for an international seminar
oni pz2ace research that a
perusal of selected case stu-
dies of intra-social violences
in India show that big pro-
jects led to much inequity
and retarded the develop-
mental game. Moreover, the
internal tension and violence
that thus stem from what is
described as ‘maldevelop-
ment’ also lead to interna-
tional tensions and vice-ver-
sa. In another paper, pro-
duced by Dr. M. N. Srinivas,
it has likewise been observed
that the so-called agricul-
tural break-through in rural
India is sure to intensify
‘caste’ conflicts and intra-
social unrests. The ensuing
process of mal-development
is thus apt to upset all major
plans for rural recovery.

Every developmental pro-
cess hasthus ‘a violence’ con-
text in it—and is setting fire
to the roots of the micro-
society today. Any plans for
development need, therefore,
emphasise the ‘equity’ con-

AND ECONOMIC THOUGHT

tent in planning and not the
‘g.n.p.’ (gross national pro-
duct) view. This, Gandhi
would call non-violence and
the technique that emerges
as a result, popularly known
as ‘antyodaya’ in sarvodaya
jargon, would be the new
technique of development.
When Gandhi had agitated
for a renouncement of all
violence from individual or
social life, he had accord-
ingly pleaded for a lifeof non-
exploitation, e,g., °‘alobha’
and ‘aparigraha’, etc., (vide
his vows).

The structure of a non-
violent society. and the new
functions that the institu-
tionsare to perform there,
the new ‘role’ and the rela-
tionship of institutions and
individuals thus all provide
important arcas of social
action to the change agents
of the day.

Central Theme and Gandhian
Thought

The question of probeinto
this central concept thus be-
comés important and all the
more so when one thinks of
introducing new plans of
economic or social growth
or attempts to resfructure or
modify any existing system
as per the Gandhian ideal.
In all such matters, the theo-
retical implication of the
technical connotation of the
néw term ‘non-violence’,
provides the real perspec-
tive. While introducing a
new programme, be that of
cottage industries, panchay-
ats or anti-untouchability,
the sole consideration thus
is to find whether or not the
programmes bring relief to
the exploited, provide suc-
cour and help to the weak
and free individuals from
dominance—economic, poli-
tical, psychological or insti-
tutional. What logically fol-
lows from this premise 1s
Gandhi would not be op-
posed to any economy oOr
polity or to the size and
structure of any enterprise
or institute and to use of any
machine unless it breeds ex-
ploitation. He would never
support another, unless he
is convinced that the new
system gives its clientele
greater discretion and op-
portunities for self-expres-
sion,

It is, therefore, wrong to
say that Gandhi was against |
this or that, against the big
unit of the Parliament. All
that he was against was the
‘exploitative’ aspects of these
systems. Viewed from this
perspective the core of Gan-
dhi’s ideas and the meaning
and scope of Gandhian tho-
ught becomes evident. The
task is not only to analyse
particular programmes of in-
dustry or agriculture but to
analyse how these, if at all,
fit into the total scheme (or
to examine any tools, for
example. an ambar charkha
or a computer) provided by
the central theme of Gandh-
ism. Other areas of probe
relevant frowmn the same point
of view are to find the ‘me-
thods’ of achievement of the
new structure. The method
is important. For, it is with
Gandhi a part of the system.
Means are ends and the two
are not different from each
other.

( To be Continued)
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FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE NECESSARY

A fundamental change is
necessary in our society: the
producer. the worker, must
be given pride of place inst-
ead of having graduates fresh
from the University boss-
ing over senior, experienced
workers, declared Mr. Linus
Silva, Chairman, Ceylon
Leather Corporation, at an
exploratory conference of
MPCS Unions in the Jaffna
District, held at the Veera-
singham Hall, Jaffna, to ex-
plore the  possibilities of
promoting the sales of the
Corporation’s products thr-
ough cooperatives in Jaffna.
The Conference was sum-
moned by the NDCF.

Mr. Silva pointed out that
in Western countries the
man with practical experi-
ence is given greater recogni-
tion than a young chap with
a degree. If, he stressed,
incentives were given to the
workers, there would be no
managemnent preblems and
no strikes. If producers were
treated fairly, we would get

results: this would be the
most unexp:cted revolution
in Ceylon which would dou-
ble productivity. Worker
satisfaction, hz emphasised,
is the most important thing :
he should be given a living
wage 'and incentives. But
unfortunately in our society

Tecognition was not given to

the worker.

Referring t> the Leather
Corporation Mr. Silva said
that footwear is the most
competitive industry in Cey-
lon: there are over 10,000 cob-
blers and footwear manufac-
turers. There wasn’t a sin-
gle strike in the Leather Cor-
poration this year, he said,
and there was greater pro-
duction because experienced
workers had been enirusted
with the responsibility of
running the factory. In his
experience he had found that
our workers were better than
foreign experts. If our work-
ers were trusted and given
a living wage, they would
respond. He advised coop-

eratives to adopt aggressive
sales techniques instead of
being satisfied wich a bureau-
cratic approach.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF, who presided
said cooperatives are a rea-
dy-madeoutlet for the Corpo-
ration’s products. He point-
ed out that footwear is no
longer a luxury but an essen-
tial item. Cooperatives sho-
uld not be content with mere-
ly seling rationed goods.
They should expand their
business to meet all the
needs of the consumer.

Mr. M. Vairamuttu, Pre-
sident Pandaterruppu MPC
S Union, proposing the vote
of thanks, said that it was
not the politicians but dyna-
mic people like Mr. Silva
who were building this na-
tion.

A committee has been set
up to map out details and
conduct further -talks with

representatives of the Leath-
er Corporation.

Honesty, Perseverance-The

Honesty and perseverance
are the qualifications nesd-
ed for public service, ob-
served Mr. R. Rajaratnam,
President NDCF, who was
the Chief Guest =at the 37th
annual general meeting of
the Thoppukaddu Coopera-
tive Credit Society. Recall-
ing his carly association with
the Society, Mr, Rajaratnam
said he was very glad to see
that some at Jeast of the
Veterans were still alive and
doing service to the Move-
ment. It was the training
which the Credit Movement
gave them which had enabled
them to serve with distinc-

tion in other types of socie-
ties. He emphasised the
value of ths Savings habit
and appealed to coopera-
tors to serve the movement
with religious zeal.

Mr, K. Kumaraguru. the
President stressed that the
members should be honest
and work unitedly, He ap-
pealed to the members to do
their best to make the Socie-
ty an “A’ class society’: they
should attend meetings re-
gularly, deposit their sav-
ings in the society, pay back
their leans in time and ac-
quaint thewselves fully with
the by-laws.

Qualifications: 1.

‘Post of Administrative Secretary

Applications are invited for the post of Administrative
Secretary in the Kaddaiveli M. P. C. S. Union Ltd. App-
lications made out in the applicant’s own handwritin
and addressed to the President, Kaddaiveli M. P. C. S.
Union Ltd; Karaveddi and should be sent by registered
post to reach him on or before 29-5-70.

Graduate with a knowledge in acco-
unting.

OR

2, Cooperative Employee who has Co-
operative Employees Certificate (Hi-
gher Level) and with at least 10 years
experience.

OR

3, 'A Cooperative
least 10 years experience.

The applicant should be over 25 years and un-

Cash Rs.2000/- and landed property or fidelity

Age:
: der 45 years on 1-5-70,
‘| Security:
guarantee for Rs.3000/-.
Salary:  Rs.3300/- - Rs.5100

Inspector with at

all inclusive.

10 of 180.

Copies of Educational gqualification certificates
and two recent testimonials should be attached
to the application.

Phone : 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI. “

Wa supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisitzs and
Building materials. >
Agents for ;: Messrs.Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Pefroleum Corporation.

T’gram : “Yarlunion”

Qualifications

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
Treasurer NDCF spoke on
the ways in which members
could build up their strength,

Mr. K. Gunaratnam HQI
emphasised the value of sav-
ings and suggested that the
Society should function as
a rural bank,

Mr. 8. K. Sornalingam,
Coop Inspector, pointed out
that eredit societizs were the
oldest type of society, Un-
fortunately they had been
eclipsed by other types of
societies  which "had been
formed later. He expressed
his pleasure at the fact that,
despite the adverse circum-
stances, the Society was con-
‘tinuing to progress. He supg-
gested that Savings Deposits
be increased.

Mr. 8. S. Coomaraswamy,
Coop Inspector, outlined the
history of the Society and

said it was the first of its -

kind in Karainagar.

The Secretary, N. Thand-
ayuthapani Kurukkal, read
out the minutes of the previ-
ous A.G.M. and the Annual
Report.

The following were elected
office-bearers : Messrs. K.
Kumaraguru (President), N.
Kandiah (Vice-President), N,
Thandayuthapani Kurukkal
(Sscretary)” and V. Namasi-
vayam (Treasurer). Mr. M,
Sivaguru was elected to the
Committee.

Union Allowed to
Import Seed

The Government has al-
lowed the NDAPC Union to
import Rs. 300,000 worth of
seed onions from India to
meet local requirements of
seed.

The need to import seed
onions had risen this year
‘because ofthe degenerated
yield and the fancy prices
that producers would have
had to pay for seed onions
in view of the scarcity.

Altogether 500 tons of seed
onions will be shipped. The
first shipment of 120 tons
arrived recently at Kayts. It
will be distributed to socie-
ties who have already paid
an advance.

TRIPOLI MARKET

VEGETABLES

JAFFNA M.P.C.S. UNION LTD.

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles. Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

Address ;
74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.
Retail Shop at : :
15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery
Jaffna District
@0-operaﬁﬁe Harbour Services

Union Lid.

25, Front Street,

g
2
e °

i LR

JAFFNA.
STEVEDORES AGENTS

@ LANDING CONTRACTORS
FORWARDING AGENTS

TeLEPHONE No. 590

For the WELFARE OF YOUR FAMILY
&

For the DEVELOPMENT OF YOUR COUNTRY

SAVE in your

THE JAFFNA COOPERATIVE
PROVINCIAL BANK LTD.
SAVINGS DEPOSITS i—

Interest at the rate of 41% is allowed from 1-2-70.
Arrangements can be made to withdraw funds from
this Account daily.
FIXED DEPOSITS —
From 9-2-1970 on New Deposits the following rate of
interest will be payable :— ' '
(1) On deposits for 12’months 43%;.
(2) On deposits for 5 years and over 54%.
(3) On deposits for 10 years and over 61%.
RECURRING DEPOSITS :—Rate of Interest 6%,.
Under this Scheme Deposits are received for 60 months,
81 months and 120 months. The minimum deposit will be
Rs.1/- per month which after the end of 60 months will
earn Rs.70/-; after the end of 81 months, will earn Rs.100/-
and after the end of 120 months, willearn Rs. 163/-
10 Years® Savings Certificates—617%.
Socicties Security Deposits—43%(.
PAWN BROKING—Pawn Broking is done at all our
Branches. Repayment by'instalments is allowed.

BRANCHES :
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam _
Pt. Pedro (Nelliady)—Chavakachcheri—
Chankanai—Kayts—Vali-East (Averangal)

HEAD OFFICE:
59, MAIN STREET—JAFFENA.

Printed at Coop. Printiné & Publishing Socy. Ltd., Main Street,
Jaffna and published by the Northern Division Cooperative Federa.
tion Ltd., No. 12 & 14, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffna. 15-5-1970
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