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North Erlalai Church

Two important services held
at the Neorth Erlalai Church
during the week following Christ-
mas, were the Watch Night
Service and the Service of Thanks"
giviog to mark the Third Anni-
versary of the New Chuarch,
the only Church in our Diocese:
built in the Oriental style of
architecture.

The Watchnight Service was
specially impressive with families
rendering devotional sopgs during
the first hour and the Pastor of
the. Church, leading the congre-
gation into the Midnight Service.
The Service was a Covenant Order
of Worship of the Church of
South India.

The Sermon
Psalms 34.

was based on
Two solos, one sung
by the Pastor himself and the
other by his wife, added to the
sanctity of the occasion.

The meditation for the new
year wae given by the Pastor of
the Church who reminded the
congregation that the year 1981
was also the Year of the Handi-
capped.

all the worshippers — children
youth and adults knelt at the
altar where the Pastor of the
Church blessed each one of them.

The Nuffield School for
the Deaf and the Blind

The International Year of the
Disabled (1981) will mark the
opening of a new chapter in the
history of the above school.

A Scheme has been proposed
to divide the school into two units,
one for Blind children and the
other for the Deaf and Dumb
children to eosure @ more potent
concentration of effort on each of
the two categories.

Of the 13 gbvernment aided
Schools for handicapped children,

the three schools run by the
Chureh of Ceylon — two at
Ratmalana and one at
Jaffoa are, by far, the most

efficient both in respect of their
organisational tidiness and in; res-
pect of the quality of their stafl-

Some 1.2 million rupees are
spent by the Mission on these
three institutions, the large part

of which is contributed by the
mission.
A humanistic new thinking

on the Rehabilitation of the handi-

capped is one of the welcome
trends of our time.
We do hope the Christian

Charch in Ceylon would pool its
resources to make this  enterprise
reflect the concern of the whole
Christian community in the country
towards work among the disabled

persons,

The Prime Minister visits
Jaffna.

The Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka, Mr. R, Premadasa and
Mrs. Premadasa, with a large team
of Ministers of State, deputy
_Ministers and district Ministers
srrived at the Palaly Airport
yesterday noon on a five-day visit
the longest in duration undertaken
by a Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, -

He presided over a special
Distriet Co-ordination Committee
Meeting at the New Secretariat,
Jaffoa at 3-30 p. m. after which
which he participated at a Buddha
Puja at the Naga Vihara, Jaffna:

A Cultural programme at
Veerasingham Hall at 7 p. m.
ended the day’s programme,

Among, the highlights "of the
Prime Minister’s itinerary are:—
Opening of a, V.C. Library at
Kaitadi, inspecting the Housing
Scheme at Navatkuli inaugurating
the Araly South Water Supply
Scheme, Opening the Vaddukoddai
Public Market, Opening the Mani-
pay Library, inaugurating the
Mechanised Wood working Projest
at Atehuveli, Opening the Myliddy:
Fis Harbour, the Raja-
kiraMam model village Udupiddy +

~and a Self-Help Housing Schemef
Kodikadu at Karai

inagar.

’l@g Prime Minister will ad-
dress. two Public Meetings — one
on the Tellippalai Union College
grounds on 30-1-81 and the other
at the Open Air Theatre in Jaffoa
on 1-2-81.

Lette to the Edifor
He said a mouthful

It was late December, 1968
and 2 distinguished gathering was
being hosted to a party by a top
politico of the North at the Palm
Court Hotel in Jaffna to honour
the visit of an uprising politician
of the South whe had only a few
months earlier been elevated to
the position of a Cabinet Minister,

The host, in his usual eloqu-
ence, touching on different subjects
iz said to have declared at the
end of his speech thus: "1 see
in our distinguished Chief Guest
net only an energetic Minister
but also a wery popular future
Prime Minister. I have no  hesi-
tation in predicting that one day
he will vigit this part of the conntry

as the Prime Minister of Sri
Lapka, "
The speaker was no less a

person than the late Mr. G. G,
Ponpambalam, . C.and the Chief
Guest was, of couarse, Mr R.
Premadasa who was then the
Minister of Loeal Govermment.
It is a pity that Mr. G. G.
Ponpambalam i3 ne more tore-
ceive the Hon, Prime Minister
when he pays his first official visit
to Jaffna on the 29th of this month,
P. C. P. Gnanadurai
‘Christmas Walawu,
Uduvil, 20-1-31.

Book Review

Research in Tamil Studies
Distributors :

KANTHALAKAM,

213, Kankesathurai Read,
Jafina.

Father Xavier S, Thaninaya-
gam's 1980 Chelvanayagam. Me-
morial Lectures is now avilable
in book form under the title
" Research in Tamil Studies
Retrospeci and Prospeet .

As a literary work which for
the first time mttempts a compre-
hensive survey of Tamil Research
on. studies spread for over 2000
years and as a production which for
the first time includes the contri-
bution of contemporary Tamil
Scholars (as Prof. Vithiananthan,
Prof, Kailasapathy, Pandit Ratnam
and Bishop Kulendran) to Tamil
Research, The Research in Tamil

Studies has & wvalue out of all
proportion to its small size (32
*pages).

It is Father Thaninayagam’s
* valedictory * to the world of
Tamil culture, ( he passed away
en 1-9-80), 'a valedictory” which
in capsuled form has “embalmed
and treasared up”, an invaluable
part of our culture and civilisation
~for’ gemeralions to come. N

A statue of Father Thani-
payagam was unveiled at Madurai
on 3-1-81, the only Tamil in Sri
Lanka to be so honoured in the
sub-continent of India.

[The book is priced at Rs. 5
in Sri Lanka, Rs, 2-50 in India
and US § 1-00]

— Editar

The Cey-Nor Development
Foundation goes South too

The Cey-Nor Development
Foundation has taken over a pro-
ject at Mattakuliya from the

Ceylon Fisheries Corporation. The
Mattakuliya Boatyard is now re-
ported to be running at a profit.

The government has decided
to grant 10.5 million Kupees to
the Foundation for its working ca-
pital. When all the projects are
completed “Cey-Nor " is expected
to have a fixed capital of some
53.5 million Rupees and has a
potential for providing employment
for 1500 persops in Sri Lanka

Labour from the South
for Road Construction

The Maruthanamadam —
Urumpirai Road, which was pot-
holed and sordid has now been
re-mettalled and the work com-
pleted in record time.

The entire labour forca for
this read construction was brought
irom Horopatana as lecal labour
was not avilable.

The workmen and overseers
were put up at the Village Com-
mittee premises at Udvil,

Shops for Rent.
at Tellippallai

Six shops available in the
American Mission Compound op-
posite the Church at the Tellip-
pallai junetion. Apply before 15th
February 1981 on Forms obtainable
at the Diocesan Office, Vaddu-
koddai on payment of Rs. 50/-.

5. 5. Selvadurai
Treasurer

Obituary

Mrs. V. E. Thambimutiu

The death of Mrs. Mary
Nagammah Thambimuttu, wife of
t!_:le late Mr. V. E, Thambimuttu,
Occurred at her daughter’s residence
in  Batticalloa on 20.1-81, Tha
funeral service took place at
Udupiddy on 22-1-81, The Rev.
D. C. Ratoasingham, the Ray,
A. V. Jesuthasan conducted the
service. Mr. S, S. Selladurai spoke
in appreciation of the deceased,
She leaves behind three sons and

'three daughters and a number of

grandchildren to bemoan her less.

Methodist Church
Murugesa Albert Kanthapoo

The death occured at his

residence ""Pearl e

of Mr. Murugesu Albert Kan-
thapoo at the age of 87. He was
a devoted government teacher,
who served in different parts
the island, and a dedicated lay
preaeher] of the [Methodist Church.
He hbailed from the village of
Kaddaively,

His funeral took place on
Saturday 17th January. The Rev.
Winslow officlated, assisted by the
Revs. Kingsley Muttiah, Joseph
Sarvanandan, Sevak Sam Alfred
and Donald Kanagaratnam, Tri-
butes were paid by Rev. Kingsly
Muttiah and Dr. Denald Kanaga-
ratnam, a nephew of the deceased.

He leaves behind his wife,

* Anngs Chinnathangam (oee Samuel)s

Paramothayan (U. K.), Paranithy,
Atrulraj (Christian College, Kopay),
Gnanothayan (Publication Dept.),
Thayanithy (U.K.) and Kirubanithy.

IN BRIEF

London Exam closing Date extended

The closing date of the Len-
don AL Examinatiens has been
extended to February 12. The
original date was Jaouary 10, A
Late entry fee of 50 Rupees will
pbe charged in addition to the
normal payments.

Currency Racket causes concers

As a sequel to the detection
of one million rupees in counter-
feit one hundred rupee currency
notes, 8 warning has :Pna out
to the public to eXxercigg (ex-
treme cavtion when dealing with
new one hundred rupee currency
potes whieh have the serial num-
ber W/161 40860 dated 26-8:1977,
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EDITORIAL
Jaffna in Sharp Focus

The Prime Minister of Sri Lanka commenced a five-day official
visit to Jaffoa on 29-1-81 with a retinue (for the first time in :]afl'na's
history) of Bight Ministers of State, and 24 members of Parliament.

From the massive face - lift that has been given to many public
buildings and the extra - efficient manner in which pot-holed roads,
and sordid streets have been transfermed beyond recognition almost
overnight, we have a feeling that it was not the Prime Minister an.d
the 32 Members of] Parliament who were before the footlights but it
was Jaffna itself,

While new shadows of economic stringency have been falling
across the land in recent months, it is inscrutable how Jaffnoa was
abls to meet the financial implications of the face - lift. We cannot
however, be too grateful to the Prime Minister for making it possible
for us now to commute on some of our roads without a pain or
ache in the joints, since his visit.

Pilot '‘reconpaissance flights” have he.en madle to the North'. by
f number of Ministers of State prior to the arrival of the Prime
Minister and his team.

Industries and Secientific Affairs Minister, Cyril Mathews made
fwo promises which should go into record. Ope is his bonanza to
the employees of the Cement Factory at Kankesanthurai that they
conld withdraw money from their EPF deposits to buy shares in the
700 millien ‘Third stage of the Cement Faetory Project.

The other promise is that his Ministry would spend 1000 million
Rupees to develop the Kankesanthurai Harbour—the largest imvestment
in the North made by any government since Independence.

“Promises” it has been said, are like " Prophesies’. If they are
not fulfilled, people will not forget it. If they are fulfilled, people
will not remember it. We do hepe the people in the North will be
in the happy position of not remembering the promises made to them,

Whatever the object and eutcome be, of the "invasion’' of the
Prime Minister and Parliamentary delegation,
apnals) there can be little doubt that, to the Jaffna Tamils, wherever
they may be, Yalpanam is their home, very old, very individual,
with a cast of mind, a turn of speech, a landscape and & history
peculiar to itself. ' :

There is much substance in Dr. W Robert Holme's comment

Jaffma man would have gone for yeass, to alien lands for any other
motivation than the welfare of the larger family. "

The mainstay of our rural economy in Jaffna is the Jaffoa farmer.
Even as the Prime Minister tours the countryside, and sees the
calloused hands of men at work, in the farms, he will, we hope,
remember that there is an estimated 40,000 cwt of red onions in
stock in our Farmer’s 'barns’. It is unfortunate that the SuCCess,
to date, of the U.N.P. government in solving the farmer;s problem
has not yet borme much fruit.

Under the flurry of activity,- generated by the hectic programme
laid out before him by the organisers, ably flanked by the upper strata
of our eommercial and industrial society in Jaffna, the Prime Minister,
we are sure, will not fail to hear “‘the still sad music of humanity”
in Jaffna,  emanating not merely from* the impoverished farmers but
also from a section of eur public servants and their dependents locked
out since 18.-7-80 and deprived of even very thin slices of our
** national cake ”, made available to the others,

These constitute the seamy side of the picture in Jaffna but a
‘side’ which must not b3 overlosked. For, as the Prime Minister
bas hbimself said in the message he sent to the Jaffna people in
advance of his historic wvisit :—

 The whole ‘country must prosper
a new life must start for all People "',

@ new era must dawn

IN BRIEF

Is the holding of Referendum

Regional i
egional Mail Centre for Jaffna mandatory

The Ninth mail sorting re-
gional centre is to be set up in
Jaffna on 2-2-81 under the De.
centralisation Scheme of the Postal

Mr. S. Nadesan (). C. who
opened the discussion at the
Marga Institute on ‘' Kalawana "
has expressed the view that if the

Department. : z ’
government infention in holding
The new centre will sort out a Referendum was te geat the
all the letters posted in the Jafina elected member for Kalawana,

District and despatch them to Mr.
the respective sorting centres.

Pilapitiya's resignation has
not changed the situstion,

Once the Keferendum Bill
has been passed by a two third
majority, the holdiog of a ' Refe-
rendum is mandatory or a suitable
amendment to the constitution is
necessary.

Jaffoa would also be in the
direct diallisg system in the
‘middle of this year, The present
delay in getting calls to Colombo
is because there are only four
lines comnecting Colombo,

{unprecedented in cur

-of all its parts, as

Danvers, Massachusetts
by Rev. (Dr.) D.

Sri Lankan Church historians
may not be aware that there was
a very intimate connection between
Danvers in Massachusetts U.5 A.
and Tellippallai, Jaffoa in the
early years of Missionary enter-
prise in the 19th century., Danvers
was the birth-place of Rev. Daniel
Poor, the pioneering American
missionery who eame and resided
in Tellippalai in 1816. He can
be considered as the greatest of
all American missionaries. He was
the first Principal of the Batticotta
Seminary and received a honorary
doctoral degree from Dartmouth
in 1833 in recognition of his
learning and services. He died in
1855 during the Cholera epidemic
after thirty nine years of devoted
ministry, Frem the time he ar-
rived in Jaffna he kept in close
touch with his friends in his na-
tive town, Danovers and obtained
help from them for his educational
work.

I wonder how many Church
historians are aware that some of
the early American missionaries
were Free Masens and were con-
ferred degrees of Mascnry before
their departure on October 18th,
1815 from Newburyport in the
brig " Dryade . An entry in the
log book of S5t. Peter's Lodge,
Newburyport says ' On Tuesday
October 17th, 15815 the lodge was
summoned for the speeial purpose
of conferring the degrees of Ma-
sonry on Rev. Benjamin Ci Meigs,
Rev. Daniel Poor, Rev. ®dward

Warran ]ind Rev. Horatio Bard-
'?wel]. T
in his book Jaffna 7980 that it is doubtful that the ' homie-cenired '

M. M. was coferred on
Bros. Meigs and Poor, while the
others received the E.A. and
F. C. the Rev. Bro. Daniel Poor
thanked the lodge in a very hand-
some and appropriate mannper,”

and Tellippalai, Jaffna

J. Kanagaratam

As soon as the Rev. Daniel
Poor resided in Tellippalai ard
started Tamil and English schools,
he contacted his free Mason
friends in Danvers for support.
In January Ist 1817, brother Ni-
cholas of Jorden Lodge, Danvers
moved a resolution that " A
committee be raised to collect if
possible by subscription among
the members of the lodge the sum
of thirty dollars to be remitted
by them in the name of the Lodge
to their worthy brother, The Rev.
Daniel Poor, Missionary, for the
purpose of supporting and edu-
cating a youth of that Country
in. the useful arts and sciences and
in the Holy Scriptures. ' One of
the members of ''Jorden Lodge”
of- Danvers, was Nathan Poor,
a brother of Rey. Daniel Poor.
He also served as a member of
the committee appointed.

The Committee collected dol-
lars thirty and sent the money
to the Foreign Missionary Society
to be transmitted to Rev. Daniel
Poor along with a letter from the
committee of Jorden Lodge dated
September Znd 1817. The letter
states that “ an Indian youth of
promising talents and teachable
disposition should be selected and
educated in the rudiments of
literature, science and Christian
morality and watched with pa-
rental care the openming powers
of the mind and prepare him for
that employment to which his
talents are best adapted aand in
which he may be most extensively
useful to his fellow citizens, ™
Regarding a pame for the boy
the letter has this to say:

" If destitute of a name
and if there is no objection
to changing it, you will pleasa
to mame him Jordon Lodge .

( To be continued )

A Message to the Churches on

Ecumenical Sharing of Resources
[ Adopted by the Central Commitice of the

World Council

“Do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed
by the renewal of your mind, "
(Romans 12;2). What will be the
shape of a world-wide church
transformed in its pattern of sharing
according to the values of the
Kingdom of God? We are only
beginning {[to discover God's in-
tent for us in this regard. Yet we
have certain intimations of what
the shape will be:

— It will bea Church which
affirms the mutual interdependence
each enters
into the lives and needs of all
the others, sharing their rejoicing
and their suffering.

— It will be a Church which
rises above its various npational
identities and gratefully affirms its
universality in Christ, employing
the richness of its God-given re-

sources to engage those basic
problems confronting humankind,
— It will be a church in

which decision making is shared
across the world's divisions, and
decision-making ceptres are diver-

of Churches ]

sified, from the level of the parish
to the highest councils. :

It will be a church which dares
to coofront the powers of this
world, by they political, economic
or cultural, and in the name of
the crucified Christ, call for justice
for the poor and oppressed.

The manner in which the
Church in Christ's name is 'willing
to share, yes, to risk its resources
by God's grace, can bea parable
for global sharing. In a world in
which the lapguage of faith has
lost meaning for lack of trans-
lation into life, the acting out ef
God's kind of sharing annouces
as no words can, the good news
of Christ to humankind.

Luke’'s Gospel captures the
irony of the diciples disputing
over who was greatest, immediately®
after Jesus hae broken bread and
given it to them saying, " This
is my body'". Te the Churech
living in the midst of a power-
hungry world, today Jesus says,
" Do this" — be broken for the
world. "'
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