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CSl' General Secretary to Address Jaffna Diocesan Council

The Rev, (Dr.) Victor Prem-
sagar, the Genera) Secretary of
the Church of South India has
Accepted the invitation of Bishop
Ambalavanar to participate in the
34th Annual Sessions of the Jaffna
Diocesan Council to ba held at
Vaddukoddai from February 26 —28

Dr. Premsagar will be accompanied
by his wife,

An Old Testament Scholar and
formerly Principal of * Andhra
Christian Theological College, Dr.
Premsagar wag elected General
Secretary by the Synod of the
CSI, three years ago.

Dr, Premsagar will address
the Sessions of the Council on
27-2-81, when Office - bearers of
the JDCSI Churches to whom
invitations will be extended will also
be present. He will also conduct
the two Bible studies on the 26th
and 27th of February atthe Ses-
sions of the Council,

Ordination Service

Mr. 8. C. Arnold, Warker in
charge of the Delft Church and
the Rev. A. Jeyakumaran, Worker
in charge of the Chankanai
Il 'be ordained by the Rt. ev,
D. J. Ambalavaner as Deacon and
Pmﬁ_v_tEr respectively, of the
J.D.C.S.1., at the same Service at
the Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai
on Saturday, the 28th of February,
the final day of the Diocesan
Council Sessions. Dr. Premsagar
will preach at this Service.

Chureh

Garden Party and Cultural Pageant

A Garden Party and Cultural
Pageant will be a feature of the

Couneil Sessions on the Second
day. Besides the delegates, the
Secretaries and Treasurers of

JDCSI Churches, Sunday School
Superintendents, Youth League
Presidents and Women's Fellow-
ship representatives will also parti-
cipate .at the Garden Party and
Pageant and will have also the
opportunity of meeting our guests
from India — Dr. and Mrs, Prem-
sagar.

Vaddukoddai Church Women's Auxiliary

Mrs. Premsagar will  be
accorded a reception by the Vad-
dukoddai Church Women's Auxi-
liary on 26-2-81 at a Garden
Party. The occasion will be availed
of by the Church Women's
Auxiliary to extend a welcoms to
all the Jady delegates from the
Churches who will be attending the
Council  Sessions. Mrs. Prem-
sagar is expected to address this
gathering,

AN
Development Priorities
"“An i’ﬁboﬁaui ’lﬁtﬁ ‘on the
agenda of the Diocesan Council
Sessions this year will be the
Development Frogramms of the
Diocese envisaged for the next
five years (1981—1985), This pro-
gramme will be presented to the
Synod of the CSI at its sessions
this year for assistance.

KNH Approves Arulmanai

At the February meeting of
the KNH Council of Sri Lanka
held in the Bible House, Colombo
the President of the Council Rev.
Basil Rajasingam annocunced [that
the Kinder Noth Hifle Organization
of West Germany had given ap-
proval for recognizing Arulmani
Boy's Home run by the Jaffna
Diocese of the CSI for the support
of sixty-five children by the KNH.
The Diocese had cpent a lakh
and a quarter rupees on renovating
and another quarter lakh rupees on
equipping the old ACM Press and
workshop building to house the
children and opened the Home
on 14th Deeember 1979, The cost
of rupning the hounse for the
first six menths was also
by the Diocese. Most of the pearly
two lakhs of rupees so required
valuntary contri-

borne

was raised as
butions from individuals, Churches,
business house and institutions,
The UCBWM helped with a grant
of US §5000/—. A iomg list of
applicants await ad-
Home and the
Committee is ex-
opening

deserving
mission
Boys'

to the
Home
ploring possibilities of
another Home elsewhere in the
Peninsula.

IN BRIEF
In Aid of the Disabled

The annual Valentine Bail
of the Sri Lavka—American So-
ciety will be held this year on
14-2.81 at the Hotel Ceylon
International in aid of the Dis-
abled. Some 350 people are expected
to attend this 'Ball’,

A feature of the 'Ball’ will
be fund raising competitions. The
first prize in the ticket draw wil]
be fwo tickets to Los Angeles,
donated by Singapore Airlines.
The Society hopes to raise at least
Rs. 30,000 from the ' Ball'.

Next General Election

Sti Lanka will have 27 elec-
toral districts in which 796 mem-
bers of Parliament will be elected
under the proportional Represent-
ation System, at the next genmeral
election.

A Proclamation to this effect
has been issued under the seal of
the President in the Gazette.

The Delimitation Commission
which made these recommendation
are Mr. G. P. A, Silva (Chairman),
Mr, V. Manicavasagar, and Mr,

A, L. M, Hashim.

Church News from Abrdad
First Woman Bishop

Dr. Marjorie S, Mathews (64)
of Traverse City, Michigan, has
been elected Bishop by the Uni-
ted Methodist Church at its North
Central Turisdictional Conference
held in Ohis. Dr, Mathews des-
cribed her reaction to the election
as " comparable to being the first
woman on the moon."

Dr. Connie Parvey, Director
of the WCC’s study on  Women
and Men in the Church commenting
on Dr. Mathews's analogy said
“1 like the analogy that the new
Bishop gives of walking on the
moon. It is a different space, but
you still have to put one foot in
front of the other. You don;t just
stand there, ™

Eucharist with Children

There is no justifiable theo-
logical reason to exclude baptised
children from eucharistic celebra-
tions but their participation must
satisfy certain criteria of pre-
paration and various conditions
according to the tradition, practice
and usage in the Churches which
meet together,

This is the substance of the
conclusion reache

e

" %0 theologians whe met recently

in Bad Segcberg in the Federal
Republic of Germany,

“In the Orthodox Churches,
participation of children is accepted
practice. In most Protestant
Churches, there is delay in child-
ren's participation while the Romag
Catholic Church receives children
for their first Communion from
the zge of eight,

The Consultatisn believed that
there should be developed in the
Churches, specialised ministries for
children and that there should be a
rethinking of the form and content
of the eucharist in order to render
it attractive for children.

February Fiesta in aid of
Casuarina Camp House

The four Christian private
schools in Jaffna co-operated with
the Casuaripa Camp House Com-
mittee to raise funds for the re.
novation and maintenance of the
JICCF Camp House by contributing
items for a variety entertainment
show in Veerasingam Hall, Jaffna
on 7th February, 1981, A Tamil
play by Chundikuli Girls’ College,
an English operetta by Uduvil
Girls' College, Tamil classical and
English pop music by St John's
Coilege and an English play by
Jaffna College were performed to
4 near capacity audience, The
Camp House Committee was
formed last year after the JICCF
had transferred the trusteeship of
the property from Jaffna College
to the American Ceylon Mission.
The Committee plans to add ex-
tensions to the present building
and equip the plant for better
utilization,
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Vacancy

There is a vacancy for a
Medical Officer. Minimum quali-
fications MBBS of a recognised
University.

Apply before 28(h instant to :

Medical Superintendant,
Me Leod Hospital,

Inuvil,

Chunnakam,

For the Record
Self - defence Clarified

‘The Inspeteor - General of
Police, Mr, Ana Seneviratne, has
clarified the inalienabla right given
to the people by law which people
do not generally use,

He has ecited Sections 89 and

90 of the Penal Code which read
thus ; —

3 Nothing is an offence which
is done in the exercise of tha
right of private defence., Every
person has the right [ subject to
restrictions contained in section 92)
to defend. ™

(1) His own body and the
body of any other person against
any Iuﬂ‘anca affecting the human
body.

or any other person against
act which is an offence falling
under the definition of theft or
robbery, mischisf er criminal
trespass,

Personal

Mr. T. Gunaseelan was ap-
pointed as a Viee Principal of
St. John's College, Chundikuli fol-
lowing the retirement of Mr., V.
R. Amarasingam at the end of last
year. Mr. Gunaseelan a son of
the former burser of the College
Mr. M.S. Thambithurai was the
Supervisor of the Middle School
at the time of appointment,

The Rev. 8. Manopavan, who
went to USA in September 1980
under the programme of mission
partnership between Rhode Island
Conference of Churches and the
JDCSI has completed his courss
of part time studies atthe Andp-
ver Newton Seminary and is pre-
sently attached to the Ilarge
hospital in Providence for chaplaincy
training until May 1981. He at-
tended the Auntumnal Mesting of
the Congress and spoke about his
home Church to the delegates. In
January the Church and Ministry
Committee of the R. I. Conference
elevated him to the position of
" Hoperary Minister of Standing
in Coference ', His wife M_rs.
Ranji Manopavan will be joining
him shortly for a period of two
months,

My, S. Rajanayagan, relin-
quished his duties as Director of
the Jaffoa College Technical Ins-
titute at the end of 1980 having
served nearly seven years. Prof.
George SomasSundaram the Peﬂn
of the Institute assumed duties as
Director in Jaouary 1981,
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EDITORIAL

Bewilderment !

If there is one word which can adequately describe the situation

prevailing in our near 10,000 schools in the isiand, with some 150,000

teachers and 40 lakhs of students, it is BEWILDERMENT.

The government on its part has .
sducation this year. Students, on their part are, spending a fantastic
amount on private toition (from Grade 6 to Grade 12) motivated

voted 200 million

by an undimipished drive to swucceed, in the rat race.

But all this money spent by the parent A
money thrown down the drain when it comes te Public Examinations
at which all kiods of rusesare adopted by students to obtain 'grades’.

The results of as many as 500 stodents who sat the G. C. E.
(O L) August Examination last year have been witheld as they have
been reported, some for malpractices and othersfor hysterical conduct

in the Examination Hall, inflamed
The five-hundred students

represent

by under-cover subvereions.

afraid of the consequences which in their opinion, may follow such

reprisals,

Reports of leakage of question papers, ipgenious tampering with
and organised
with the

identity cards and admission
thuggery, both

during examination time.

But the saddest part of the whole episode, in our view,is that
these aberrations in conduct are regarded only as comic interludes
and even made the subject of 'skits’

networks.

Employers, especially in the

of their record of commendable

cards,
inside aund outside
police in many instances. (for unknown reasons}) unable to contain
the disturbances, constitute a sordid and dismal picture every year

Privte sectors
disillusioned with those whom they have recruited on

'grades’. Many of the new recruits

impersopation

examination halls,

broadcast over the SL BC

often been
the strength

bave

have proved a liability in their work places.

Worse still, schools where education is imparted to the young
have been, we learn, not infrequently burdened with feachers whose
knowledge of the subjects for which they were recruited has been
found to be so skimpy that school heads too begin to doubt the

yalidity of the educational certificates.

MMental slums are worse than material slums "  said  Sir
Sarvapelli Radhakrishoan, the Indian Philosopher and statesman of

revered memory.

The maxim could become a

grim commentary of the schools

in our _t:uuntry if we do not as educators and parents gird our loins
and make an honmest effort to arrest this drift towards chaos' and

catastrophe,

We are painfully aware that even some well established private

denominational schools in the countr
their school time table to accommodate well
their neighbourhood—a tacit acknowled

Education in this country.

One thing, however, is eertain. The days, of “grades”

as a sole criterion for employment

established

numbered but almost coming to an end,

The country today cannot for long- stand a double stress — the
stress of a devaluation in carrency and a devaluation in educational
standards and attainments. [Qur students today attain only " grades
They know of no other attainments. ]

Those who argne that private ent
College at Ragama would spel] the doom of Free Educat!
eountry should remember that Drivate tutories have alread

doom and have really been useful
enterprises. We note that there ig a

Education in Sri Lanka is
Edueation for, in Nathaniel
bewilderment is the measure ot hi

erprises as the Private Medical
on in eur
¥y spelt its

harbingers to usher in such new

bound to take a leap forward in
Hawthorne's  words (— “ A man's
8 wisdom ",

Cancer Hospital to be sited at Tellippalai

A two - storeyed Blogk will

soon be put up on the Rrounds
of the Tellippalai Government
Hospital, to house the Jaffna

Canpcer clinic,

The top floor will accomma-

dated the cobalt unit gnd the
goround floor will be eased as
the clinic.

The family of the late My,

G. G, Ponnambalam Q. C, has come

forward to donate the bulk of the

amount needed, The memaorial
donation will amount to Rs
700,080,

The others donors towards

this humanitarian Projeet are :me
The Jaffoa Lions Club—Rg3, 50,000
The Jaffna Club — Rt_-j
50,000 and the Northern Cancer
Protection Socigty — 100,000,

Rotary

rupees for

eventually amounts to

the opumber reported and
listed for deterrent punishment. But what about the number that has
not been reparted officially by Presiding Officers who have been mortally

y today are compelled to adjust
tatories in
gement of a parallel scheme of

at examination
or higher education are not merely

Danvers, Massachusetts

by Rev. (Dr.) D,

The letter was received by
Rev. Daniel Poor on October 15th
1818, The letterc written by Rev,
Poor are extremely interesting
and throw much light on Jaffoa
and the condition of education in
the Country at that time. He re-
fers to the gift of thirty dollars
as. a pleasing token of respect
from his fellow townsmen apd as
an expression of fraternal affection.
He says Jaffoa is full of ' con-
jurers, wizards and beggers called
pandarams "', He says that the
brabmins who are priests and
leaders of the community are to-
tally ignorant except to perform
rituals, He says that ‘' the influ-
ence of caste though not as great
as upon India, is yet all perva-
ding and pernicions. Lower castes
are made to feel that they must
serve their superiors. They are
excluded from social intercourse
and denied the privilege of entering
temple on festivals,

He says that a large number
of females and males are very
ignorant of the letters and are
excluded from every kind of mental
improvement, This hopeless con-
dition, he says, does not make
bim despair. The cantion and
suspicion of the people towards
them are being overcome by friend-
ship and good relations, After two
years they have seven schools in
Tellippalai and the neighbouring
villages in which about three
bundred boys are instructed, "They
learn the first rudiments of 'Whow-
ledge and the Tamil Alphabet.
A part of their time is spent in
committing to memory the Chﬂ}lian
Catechism and portions of the
Bible in their own language,

There is a very informative
letter about the establishment of
boarding schools. These must be

established because of the bad and

corrupting infiuence of the en-
virooment., He says that after
much effort he had succeeded in
taking twenty boys as boarders
in Tellippallai. Both parents bave

and Tellippalai, Jaffna

J. Kanagaratam

to sign a written agreement that
the children shall remain umder
the direction of the missionaries
vntil it is expedient for them to
leave the school. Supporting these
boys is very cheap and beyond
credibility, What they need are
"“Twe or three yards of commop
cotton cloth wound round the
waist is full hapdsome dress for
a boy. Two or three cloths sre
sufficient fer a year. A pinot of

rice which costs one cent given
in three parcels, morning, noon
and night together with curry

made of vegtables and spices is
a generous diet. Their bedding
is a mat made with the leaves
of the palmyrah tree which absunds
in this country. "

The Rev. Daniel Poor chose
three bright boysto be educated and
and looked after with the thirty
dollars sent from Jordon Lodge
of Danvers, The first boy Subra-
maniam was named Jordon Lodge,
Rev. Daniel Poor wished the
pname of his home town be re-
membered and named the secomd
boy, Kathirgamar Davers. For
:he third boy, , Kasinather he wrote
0 Jordon Lodge and and got the
name, Ebenezer Porter, Rev.
Daniel Poor writes " the capacity
of these boys far receiving ing-
truction is a ground of encourage-
ment to us. Their response is
marvelous and always reply ' we
want light and more light’”, On
receiving this encouraging letter
the Committee of Jordon Lodg

decided to increass the mﬁ’ﬁl

and make this grant an annua)
contribution to be invested in a
fund. The Rev. Daniel Poor re-
plied that his educational efforts
will help in erecting in Jaffoa

"a moral edifice, whick will be
more excellent in if's nature,
more beautlful in it’s proportions
and infinitely more durable and
useful than the famed monuments
of Antiquity-".

( To be continued )

Hospital Sunday Service

The Hespital Sunday Service
organised by the Jaffna Diocese
of the CSI for Mission Hospitals
was held on Sunday, 5-2-81 at
the Uduvil Church at 5-30 p. m.

The Green Memorial Hospital,
Manipay, the Mcleod Hospital,
Inuvil and the Missien Hospital,
Pattur participated at the Service.

A Procession into the Church
of the Staff of the Hospitals —
the Doctors, the para-medical staff,
administrative Staff, the office
staff and the nursing staff, holding
lighted candles, preceded theService.

Rev. N.W. G, Sugunarajah,
the Presbyter of the Uduvil
Church led the service, assisted
by Rev. Sam Thapoe. Rev. Jae
Sarvanandhan, Vicar of St. John's
Church, Chundikuli preached the
Sermon. The Bible Lessons were
read by Dr. Arnold of the Puttur
Hospital, and Dr (Mrs,) J. Cana-
garajah of the Meleod Hospital,
Iouvil,

Special songs were rendered
by the choirs from the hospitals
and bya group representing doctors’
families at Manipay,

Rev. Joe Sarvanandan based
his Sermon on three incidents in
the Life of our Lord recorded in
St. Methews Gospel, Chapter S—
Jesus encounter with the Gedarene
demoniac, the storm at sea that
made the disciples to panic and
the healing of a man with the
witherd hand in the Synagogne
on & Sunday amidst discussions
and debates.

Mission Hospitals, said Rev,
Sarvanandan are the greatest legacy
left behind to us by the American
missionaries. They are institutions
in which human agencies serve
suffering humanity from ‘authority®
they derive from a higher source,
often in the context of difficult
circumstances,
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