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Our Visitor THis WEEK

The Rev. Dr.
Victor Premsagar

 General Secretary, C. S, 1. Synod

Rev. (Dr.) Victor Premsagar
will address the 34th Annual Ses-
sions of the Diocesan Council
which opens at Vaddukoddai on
26-2-81,

He will also be in Colombo
after the sessiops preach at our
Colombo Church in Sunday
(1-3-81) and participate on a
programme arrange by our Colombo
Presbyter Rev. S. S. Arulambalam.

The Private Medical College

Lions Club
First Asian International
President

On a brief visit to the Island
recently was My, Kay Murakami
who is the pext Lions Inter-
national President when he assumes
office in July this year at the
Lions Convention in Arizona.

So far there bave been only
three Lions Presidents, outside
America. He will be the fourth
and the first Asian President of
the International Service Club.

There are one million and
300,000 " Liops" all over the
world, Mr. Murakami wasa 'Lion’
for over 30 years and a Charter
member of the one of the oldest
Lion Clubs in Japan.

The friendly business man,
now turned full time * Lion”
still heads the four - million mem-
ber Urasenke Association which
helps to perpetuate the ancient
tradition of the tea—cult in Japan,

His major projects include a
campaign to '‘Return to Nature.”

Jaffna Clergy on
Year of the Disabled

News in Brief

Jaffna College Gifts Public Address
System to Cathedral Church

The Board of Directors of
Jaffna College gave the Cathedral
Church, Vaddukoddai a complete
public address system as a present
last Christmas. The equipment
made by Akai of Japan was sup.
plied by Elite Radio Engineering
Co., Colombo and installed by
Sound Engineers, Jaffoa at a cost
of nearly Rs, 20,000.

Church Stewardship Campaign
Improves Monthly Offering by over 1009

The  Vaddukeddai Church
Committee launched a " Planned
Giving Campaign " at the end of
1980 in response to the appeal
by the Executive Committee of
the Diocese and collected within
a month, eighty pledges totalling
over Rs. 20,000as monthly offerings
te be made to the Church in 1981.
In the 1980 Budget of the same
Church the anticipated income from
monthly offerings was Rs. 8500/..
The total budget changed from
sbout Rs. 18,000/- to Rs. 28,000/
between 1980 and 1981,

Ordination Service

The Jaffna Diocess of the
C.S, 1. cordially invites you to
the Ordinations of Mr, S. Chandran
Arnold and the Rev. A. Jeyaku-
maran as Deacon and Preshyter
respectively, on Saturday the 28th
of Febroary at 7-30 a.m., at the
Cathedral Church, Vaddukeddai
by the Bishop of the Diocese,
Please remember the candidates in
your prayers.

Rev. Sam Thampoe
Secretary, ]. D, C.S. L.

IN MEMORIAM

In LovING REMEMBRANCE
OF
Qur Dear Appa
J. H. A. Alagaratnam

Called Home on 2-3-77
Not lost — No !
Only gone ahead.

Inserted by all your loved ones.
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Services Resumed in

dical College has made it clear
to the pubiic that this new venture
is mot in any way subsidised by
the government, apart from the
lease to the College of the Thala-
golla Convalascent Home and the
permission granted to the College
for the use of the Ragama Guve_m‘
ment Hospital as its teaching
hospital.

Foreign Students :

The places reserved for foreign
students at this Medical College
will be limited to fwenty. Each
foreign student has to Dpay Rs,
2,70,000 as course fees alone. A
local student pays as course fees
Rs, 67,500.

Foreign Exchange Saving :

According to the Board, the
cost of private medical education
for foreign students abroad is as
follows: U.K.— £ 5000; USA
— $20,000; India — Rs. 3,20,000,

Selection of Students :

1100 students have applied
for admission to the Private Me-
dical College. The minimum re-
quirements will be the same as
those laid down by the University
Grants Commission. But selection
will be purely on wmerit. A mem-
ber of the UGC will be on the
seleetion board.

Although about 200 of those

who have applied are doctors’
children, no preference will be
given to them, according to the
Chairman of the Board, Dr. G-
M. Heennilame.

The other members of the

Board, besides the Chairman and
Secretary are: Dr. Denis J. Aloy-
gius, Dr. Walter Gooneraine and
Dr. Willy Ratoavale.

held at the Tellippalai Parsonage
on Monday the Sth February was
‘" Rehabilitating the Crippled in
Society. ©’ Fr. Mary Bastian cen-
ducted the opening devotion. His
meditation was based on the story
of the healing of the man born
blind (John 9). The Rev. S. P.
Jeyasingham read a background
paper on the theme of the day.
Following the discussion on its
the clergy present, decided on
the following:—

1. To prepare =z pamphlet
sxplaining the purpose and ways
to observe the year of the Dis-
abled People, and circulate it to
all the Churches In the Paninsula_

2, To set apart a Sunday
this year to preach about Christian
responsibility to disabled persons
and to pray for them.

Methodist, CSI, Anglican and
Roman Catholis Ministers were
present, The meeting ended with
fellowship lunch.

The study of the same subject
will be continued at

the next
meeting of the Jaffoa Clergy
Fellowship to be held at the

Nuffield School for the Deaf and
the Blind on the 16th March.

Personal
My, J. P. Ambalavanar, of
Hiram Biogham High School,

Berun, in Kiribati, formerly known
as the Gilbert Islands, in the
Central Pacific, has been appointed
as the Prinecipal of that school
from the beginning of this year,

Mr. & Mrs. Ambalavanar wha
were sent as missionaries from
the C,S.1. to Kiribati by the
Council for World Mission, have
completed twe years serving in
that Church School,

a Clergy Fellowship’

The historic Duteh Fort
Chureh of Jaffoa town will be
used regularly once again for
worship  services. The Jaffna
Christian Union at its annual
general meeting held on 24th Jan-
uary, 1980 decided to invite different
Church congregations and conduct
the services on the fourth Sunday
of every month, St. John’s Church,
Chundikuli, St. Peter’s Church,
Jaffna and the Cathedral Church,
Vaddukoddai bave agreed to be
in-charge respectively of the ser-
vices to be held in the Fort
Church on 22nd February, 22nd
March and Z6th April, The CSI
Bishop in Jaffna continues as the
legal custodian ef the Church,

At the same annpual general
meeting the Rt, Rev. D.]. Amba-
lavanar, the Rev. ]. Sarvananthan
and Mr. W. G. Annappah were
re-elected to hold office for another
year as President, Secretary and
Treasurer respectively.

Norwegian Evangelists
come to Jaffna

A team of four evangelical

preachers  Mr. & Mrs. Ashborn
Stavenese, Messers. Odmund
Kohand Oddvar Holdmedal
currently conducting mission mee
tings in vaious parts of Sri

Lanka will be conducting a five-
day programme in Jaffna next
week. Their engagements included
a Youth Rally and Ladies meeting
in Chundilkuli, on Wednesday Fhe
18th. A Seminar for Christian
leaders at the Ashram on the 2lst
morning, & public meeting at .:ha
Jaflnoa YMCA the same evening
and preaching at different Church
services on Sunday morping and
at the Fort Church service in the
evening.

Appreciation
Mr. ]. V. Kathiravelu
The Death of Mr. Joseph

Veeravagu Kathiraveln of Udup-
piddy occurred on Jaouary 24th
at the age of 79, He was a self
made man, who did his best for
the family, was God fearing and
led a useful life. From his young
age to his ripe old age he bhad
been useful to everybody, a kind
and considerate person, very honest
and humble in his dealings with
others, a man of great faith, He
always used to express his grati-
tude to God for uwplifting him
from small beginnings and bles-
sing him in his daily life and for
giving him the satisfaction of
knowing that his children are being
blessed by Him. He was com-
pletely contented with his life and
inwardly and outwardly lived in
the presence of God. Even atthe
last stages of his life God had
answered his prayers by taking
him away without a burdem to
others and without allowing him
to suffer either physically or
mentally, He had a message for
everyone who bad come in cunta.::t
with him. May his soul rest in

e G.N.N.

New Worker for K. K.S.

The Executive Committee of
the JDCSI has appainted‘ Mr,
Prince Ratoam of Uduvil as
Worker in charge of the K&l.‘.lkesgp.
thurai Church up to April 1981
He is also the librgrla‘n and a‘ﬂica
ant of the Christian Institute

il Study of Religion and

for the
Society.
He is a lay preacher and A

member of the Fixecutive Committee

-of the Jaffos Christian Uniog,
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EDITORIAL
Furore Over University Admissions

rigade

"I camnot wundertake to be impartial between the fire b :
in the

and the fire " said Winston Churchill during a crucial hour
fortunes of World War IL

The ‘smbers, of the problem of University admissi'ans smnuld'aring
in the country have now once Again burst out into 'flames’. We do
not think that the University Grants Commission ‘could. under the
circumstances, '‘undertake to be impartial drawing ltslstrength from
Supreme Court verdicts which, in our view, have no dirvect relevance

to the contemporary issues.

The current furore has been triggered by three @isan?erti'ng
features in the admissions effected this year—a patent dlscnmlf:atmn
between students of similar attainments, (which cannot eas:]y.be
explained), an overwhelming percentage of admissions into all faculties,
of students who sat for the A L Examination on the lower syllabus
and the new depths to which Tamil candidates have been re‘legated
in regard to admission to the medical faculty. | Only 92 Tamil can-
didates have found places out of 400 selected ].

How far reaching the error in judgement has been of allowing
two sets of students with two different standards, to sit for the same
examination, is now revealed when a member of Parliament has
suggested (and that correctly) that students sitting the #hree AL
examinations this year shonld have the option of answering the papers
in the syllabus of their choice, thus introducing a pew dimension in
the already complicated educational tangle regarding University ad-
missions, [The HNCE students offering Bio subjects have a much
more restricted syllabus than the A L students].

It is important to remember, in this context, that the Supreme
Court judges in the respective University cases that came up before
them, never took on themselves the responsibility of giving a definite
ruling to problems faced by the University Grants Commission.

In the Rumini Perera case, pertaining to the °ratio issue’, the
judges held that any ‘ratio’ to be applied between two examinations
which the UGC held to be equal in standard for all purposes, in-
cluding University addmission, was illegal.

But in the same breath, they also noted that this decision is
bound to cause nndue hardship to a group of students who have
been the unfortunate " yictims of circumstances ",

Educational Planning in this country will erode the trust which
parents and students have, in our planners, unless they (the planners)
make an honest endeavour to avoid cob - web situations in the im-
plementation of their blue prints.

Regarding the other University cases that came up for hearing
in the Supreme Court, it was never the position of the learned judges
that considerations of merit should be subsumed under other more
important considerations.

They were of the considered view that while merif was undoubtedly
the sole criterion according to Ilgw, the complicated socio-economic
conditions in the country which affects education too (and more
particularly higher education) do not make it feasible for the courts
to give any.legal pguidance in the matter.

In giving this verdict, the judges appear to have had very much
in mind the fact that in the present set-up of FEducation in the
country with its preponderant empbasis on the attainment of grades
(churned out for the affluent with extra efficiency by private tutories)
it would be itself & trguvetsy of justice to assume that all those
who have attained such grades at heavy cost are alone qualified
for University education,

In this complicated backdrop of higher education in this country,
the onus of now putting down the 'fire’ entirely rests with the Uni-
versity Grants Commission which, in our view, cannot take umbrage
under Supeme Court rulings that in reality have not sought in any
manner fo legalise any or all of the present

clauses pertaining to

the Scheme of admissions now in operation in the Universities,

A fundamental imperative in our view in all Univereity admissions

is that they should ensure the guality of University education in the
counfry.

To dump into the University students who would not be able
to cope with the kind of work that their respective disciplines will
involve, is to create mew areas of tension and frusiration more da-

maging in their long term impact than any we have so far created,

The University admissions this year (1980—81) have raised a
mountain of problems and protests, We welcome the idea of a Se-
lection Committee appointed by the President to undertake the task
of scaling this “mountain’’, For, it is

of G, K. Chesterton,

only then that, in the words
behold the and what is
bappening in the plains ig fundamental to the health of the pation

"
one

can plains "

Danvers, Massachusetts

by Rev. (Dr.) D.

It will be really interesting to
koow the later histories of Sub-
ramaniam Jordon Lodge, Kathir-
gamar Danvers and Kasina..tbur
Ebenezer Porter, Subramaniam,
bearing the name Jordon Lodge
is described later asa young man
of pood parts and made such
proficiency as to qualify him for
the position of a native teacher
in the mission. His village was
Tellippalai and he was baptized in
the Tellippalai Chureh along with
Nathaniel Niles on the Zlst of
April 1821. He fell in love with
a girl in Uduvil Girls' School
from North Erlalai ' with a fine
voice and attractive features’ and
married her. She was  the great
grand mother of the late Rev.
Dr. D. K. Wilson. They had three
children, the eldsst of whom was
Joseph {William Bar Appucuddy
later Interpriter Mudaliyar. One
of his daughters was Dr. D. T.
Niles’ maternal grand mother,
The Bar Kumarakulasinghe family,
the D, T. Niles' family and Wilsan
families are some of the descen-
dants of Jordon Lodge.

Kathirgamar Danvers received
an honourable dismission from the
Tellippalai English  Boarding
School in 1830. He was also a
native of Tellippalai. After school
he worked as a clerk in the
** Catcherry of Jaffoa patnam "
for many years. Coming from a
very staunch Hinda family his
baptizm was opposed by family
members. It was only after five
years after he left school, at a
revival meeting in Tellippallai in
1234 that he was truly converted.
He was baptized on the 26th of
March 1835. After his baptizm
the Tellippalai Church and school
were burnt down by the angry
villagers. Rev. Daniel Poor ar-
ranged a marriage for him with a
girl called Anna from Panda-
terruppu studying at Uduvil. They
were married on the 12th of
November 1839, Due to persecution
from family members, Danvers
with his wife and children moved

and Tellippalai, Jaffna

J. Kanagaratam

to Pandaterruppu, his wife's village
which was more tolerant towards
Christianity. Mrs, Aona Danvers
was a devoted Bible woman of
the Mission for more than 25
years in Pandaterruppu., Her work
during the Cholera epidemics was
much appreciated. They had seven
children one of whom Solomon
Danvers was a medical practitioner
trained by Dr. F. Green in Mani-
pay. The descendants of this
family now are the Danvers
Rajaratnam family, Danvers Seeva-
ratnam, father of Kulasekarasin-
gham, Tamil Pundit and Jeya-
singham, Principal of Technieal
College, Jaffna S. E. R. Perinpa-
nayagam retired Commissioner of
Exams, the Samuels of Samuel
Sons and Co. Ltd., the late Rev.
Benjamin Kanagaratnam and the
Rev. Donald Kanagaratnam, now
Principal of Theological College.

Not very much is known of
Kasinather Ebenezer Porter. He
was baptized while in school in

July 1821. His village was Ala-
veddy and he married a girl cal-
led Mary Poor of Alaveddy in
April 1822. 1 am aware that the
name Porter was borne by some
Jaffna families. I hope some rea-
ders will help in illuminating
further on some details of the
Porter and other families,

Looking back one could thank
God for the spiritual and moral
edifice which was built in Jaffna
by Missionaries of the ealibre of
Rev. Daniel Poor rhrough the
Churches and schools they founded
and fostered. It was truly an
edifice in the words of Rev. Daniel
Poor himself “ more excellent in
it's nature, more beautiful in it's
proportions and infinitely more
durable and useful than the famed
monuments of antiguity.”

[ Prepared by the Historical
Research Committee of the Theo-
logical College of Lanka, Pili-
mathalawa. ]

(eoncluded)

Bank of Ceylon Inaugurates
National Pension Scheme
on Independence Day

On 4th Feruary, 1981 the
thirty-third anniversary of Sri
Lanka's Independence Day, the
Prime Minister Mr. R. Premadasa
inaugurated Bank of Ceylon’s
Mational Pension Schame. The
scheme is offered to any citizen
of Sri Lanka between the age of
16 and 55 and invites them to
pay a minimum of Rs. 30 per
month er more in multiples of
Rs, 10 for a period of twenty or
more years. For a monthly de-
posit of Rs. 30, the monthly
pensien assured after 20 years is

R4, 293-53 plus an attrdctive bonus
every five years totalling Rs. 9,550
in the twenty year period. In the
event of the person contributing
to the scheme dying prematurely,
the nominee is to get a 1000
times the monthly deposit as a
dopation from a bank,

University College,
Batticaloa

Professor S. Rajaratnam has
been appointed Director of the
University College of Batticaloa
and Mr. K. Rajendra, the Registrar,
The buildings of the Vantharu-
moolai M.V. bave been taken
over and construction work started
ona Botany Laboratory, Adminis-
tration Block, lecture rooms and
a dormitory.

There will be only two faculties
to start with Science and Agri-
culture with 50 students for Science
and 25 for Agriculture.

The Karadian Aru farm, ths
Malwatte Farm and other farms
in the region will be utilized for
practical work in agriculture.

The College will start in
October when the buildings are
complete and the stalf, academic
and non academic who bhave been
selected complete their training at
the other well established Univer-
sities in Sri Lanka,
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