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The Jaffna Inter Collegiate
Christian Fellowship condueted a
Fellowship Meeting at the Retreat
House, Casurina Beach Karainagar
on Wednesday the 4th instant.
One hundred and five students
and seven teachers from St. John's
College, Chundikuli Girls' College,

Jaffiaa  College,  Uduvil Girls'
College, Central College and
Vembadi Girls' High  School

participated at this meeting. Talks
were given by Rev, Sam, Jeya-
thilakarajah and Miss, Kumudhini
Rosa the General Secretary of the
All Ceylon Student Christian
Movement. The programme closed
at 5-30 p. m. with a service led
by Rev. Sam Jeyatkilakarajah.

bolombn CSI Youth wvisit
- Karainagar Church

A team of 20 young people
from Colombo Church were in
Karainagar from 20th to Zhnd of
February to assist in the conventien
Karainagar Church.
Their programme included a debate
and fellowship dinner with the
SCM of Jaffna College, when
about sixty boys and girls joined.

‘Saturday ervice of
du\mtlon. fnilowed by a Bible
Study on ''Discipleship”, In the
evening, the Colombo Church
Youth ‘met with - the Women's
Guild and Youth Fellowship of
Karainagar Church to share their
experiences in LEvangelistic and
social service activities in Colombo
city. At the public meeting which
began at 5-00 p.m. in the Church
compound, the Karainagar Sunday
School presented a play on ‘For-
giveness', and the Colombo Church
Youth another play entitled
" Theepak turns a New Leaf,
The programme ended with a
sing-song and a message by Mr,
S. Thivyananthan of Colombo.
The Film show planned for the
evening bad to be cancelled due
to power failure, much to the
disappointment of the large ga-
theriog.

On  Sunday miorning the
Colombo Youth led the first part
of the Service of Holy Communion
and Miss. Shereena Gnanaratnam
preached the Sermon. A parish
meeting followed to bid farewell
to the young vigitors from Colombo,

A Rt. Rev. Lady Moderator
in Canada

The United Church of Canada
elected the Rev. Mrs. Lois Wilson
as the moderator for the biennium
1080 — 82 at the 28th General
Council Meeting held recently,

She was Associate Minister of a

Chorch in Kingston where her
husband is Senior Minister. She
was ordained in 1965 and wasa
President of the Canadian Coun-
cil of Churches, She won on the

third ballot over seven other can. '

didates including another woman,

o1l @Enug nig.at:.ng bam ~

Council Sessions

QO An Budowment Fund tobe raised
to maintain the ""Morning Star’.
The Diocesan Priorities Com-
mittee to set about the esta-
blishment of this Fund initially
with a request from each Ins-
titntion for a Consolidated Fund
for five years as Morning Star
quota.

O An Ewtension of the Boys'
Home Work be considered in
view of the increased numbers
seeking admission tothe present
‘Home' at Manipay.

Q' 1t was reported that
the land available at Cheddi-
kulam for the Church Cenire
has already been purchased,

e It wWas noted that
Rev. S. 8. Arulampalam, ounr
Colombo Church Presbyter has
been chosen to represent the
NCC of Sri Lanka at the CCA
‘Assembly in Bangalore in Mey
this year.

O The services of Rev. E. D.
Rasarainam and Rev. N. Kathi-
ravelu have been extended till
the end of 1981,  Mr- Daniel
Thiagarajah has been appointed

- Assistant Worker in Colombo .
from 1-5-81, Messers E, P. Solo-

mons and T. Thevanesan have
been selected as Ministerial
candidates for training at Ara-
saradi, Madarai,

O That @ Director of Music
be appointed to be in charge
of Church music and that songs
taught by the music committee
be sung in Churches for 15
minutes before the Sunday
Morning Serviee,

Election of Office Bearers :

Secretary: Rev. Sam Thampoe
Treasurer: Mr. S. S, Selvaduraj
Executive Commiitee

(to fll vacancies)

Clergy : Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar
and Rev.S5,P. Jeyasingam
Laity: Dr, J. S, Navaratnam,
Mr. J. M. Sabaratoam,
Mr. A. Kadirgamar
SyNoOD :
Clergy : Rev. D. R, Ambalavanar
and
Rev. S. S. Arulampalam
Laity : Messers S. S. Selvadural

J. M. Sabaratoam,
A. Rajasingam and
Miss C. V. Selliah
MORNING STAR !
English Editor ;
Mr. C. E. Rajasingam.
Assistant ;
Rev. S, N. Sugunananthan
Tamil Editor :
Rev., N. W. G. Svgunarajah
Assitant ;
Mr. S. Jebanesan
MEeDICAL BOARD; (to fill vacancies)
Prof. J. B, Selliah,
Mr. C.J. Eliathamby and
Dr. P. Arulapantham,
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Ordination Service

Two Workers of the Jaffoa
Diocese of the Chureh of South
India were erdained by the Rt.
Rev, D. J. Ambalavanar, the
Bishop of the JDCSI at the
Cathedral Church Vaddukoddai on
28-2-81 at 7.30 a.m,

Mr. 8. C. Arnold, Worker at *

Delft was ordained as Deacon

aod Rev. A. Jeyakumaran Worker
at Chankanai wag ordained Pres-
byter.

Mr: S. C. Arnold is the son
of the late Rev. J.V. ]. Arnold,
a Presbyter of the JDCSI of
revered memory and Mrs, Arnaold
of Manipay, Rev, A, Jeyakumar
is the son of Mr. W. G, Annappah,
whoe was a teacher under the
Mission and til recently one of
our Workers and Mrs, Annappah
of Navaly.

“A Bruised Reed He will
not Break
( The text of the Sermon preached
at the Ordination Service
on 28-2.81 )

_ The Rev. (Dr) Vicior
Premasagar who was the preacher
a.t the Ordination Service on

5-2-81 said thar when God calls &

person for His task, He does not
call him on the strength of that
person’s ability but on his obe-
dience te submit himself to the
power of the Spirit.

Presbyters, like the prophets,
may be very ordinary people but
when filled with the Spirit they
become strong for the difficult
situations they have to enecounter
in their ministry.

The Pastoral Ministry is one
of the most difficult and complex
ministries in life. The lines from
Isaiah
not break, a dimly burning wick
he will not quench' reminds us
of a fundamental aspect of the
Christian Ministry—its sensitivity
to people.

Our Churches often abound
with " bruised reeds” and dimly
burning wicks ". It is the duty
of the presbyter not to crush the
reeds or put out the " wicks",
but to make the ‘reeds’ produce
the music they were Intended for,
and the ‘wicks’ produce the light

they are intended to shed on the

darkness around them.

The Presbyter’s task is not
confined to the needs of his own
people but those of the whole
human family, of the " other
sheep " that also have to be 'fed:
There would no doubt be moments
of discouragement and of despair
in the life of a presbyter.
He would feel at times that
he "' has laboured in vain and ha:
spent his strength in nought.
But the thought that his task is
not his, but bas been given to
him by God will give him strength
in his weakness and courage in

his disappointmenis.

“a bruised reed he will '

following were

IN MEMORIAM

IN CHERISHED Anp Foxn
MEMORY OF

Marjory Rosamalar Jeyasingam

" We miss you more as the
years go by,

Thou be the gain,
ours the sorrow,

Live in peace where
Christ doth shine,

Thy love susiains us, 3
leading to the morvow ™

Our Dearest Amma. Acca:
We miss you deeply on the 5th
Anniversary of . your entering
into glory-March 8th.

25, Somasunderam Avenue,
Chundikuli.

IN MEMORIAM

In Lovma mm Gmnnu.
MEMORY OF

Mathurammah

_I {Beloved wife of the
Rt. Rev. 8. Kulandran)

who departed this life on
8th March, 1974,

" And God shall wipe me;ay all
their tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death ...

New Office Bearers

At the annual meeting of
the Board of Directors of Jaffoa
College held this February, the
elected to the
three main offices :

Chairman ;

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulandran

Secretary :

Mr. S. S, Selvaduorai

Treasurer :

Mr. K. A, Selliah

As the 'shepherd’ of the 'sheep’
he has to exercise authority but
not be authoritarian, he has to be
gentle but not weak, he has to
‘bind’ but not ‘crush’.

Above all, the Presbyter is
not merely one who should wait,
for his tasks to be teld to him
or assigned to him. He should
always be on the alert to discover
his tasks and widen the area of
hi's operations in the light of new
challenges. It is then only he can
ses the vision of a new heaven
and a new earth and it is then
that he will merit the rewaadi—
' Thou art my Servant in whom

I will be glorified,
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EDITORIAL

Perspectives

\ .

If there was a&n Annual Sessions of the Jaffna Diocasan‘ CDlII:IICil
“ of the Church of South India, which helped its 65 delegates (including
clergy) and 12 Honorary members to see certain things sharp an.d
plain in our Christian nurture, the 34th Annual Diocesan Council
which concluded its sittings at Vaddukoddai on 28-2-81, could be
reckoned as one.

The " maintenance jobs'' of the various institutions did

attention as in previous years but it was not given undqe focus at
the sessions nor did it consume the larger part of the time.

receive

There was alsa not much quibbling over sophisticated methods
of financing or wrangling over increaged Church 'quotas’ v§rhlch Churches
were asked to give, in the context of the inflation spiral.

What the delegates were made to feel from the programme drawn
up by the Exacutive Committee was that what was really in sharp
focus at the Sessions was not so much the 'business’ as the pers-
pectives, The reasons for this change in emphasis are chvious.

Conventional middle class Christianity with. its conformity, prudery,
loss of wverve and coui'age has been one of the chief causes for the
aliepation of our youth whose confidence #foday is essential for re-
capturing the new generation of the Church,

We have stumbled into the LEighties, as the WCC Director for
Communication has recently pointed out, with " a runaway arms race,
growing political repression, rampant materialism and economic injustice.”
The last three of these in particular we have witnessed very much
in Asian countries. In this backdrop, a purely business session
of a Chuorch Council would have made little sense unless it was
supplemented by a programme of sludy which seeks to see people
today at close range.

Religion and revolution is for instance 'a volatile mixture’ today
in Nicarugua, The Nicaruguan Christians, as we koow. have thrown
their weight behind the popular insurrection to oust the brutal
dictatorship of Somoza from the country. !

The statement issued by the Sandinista National Liberation Front
( ESLN ) is bold and unfaltering :—

"“Qur experience shows that when Christians basing them-
selves on their faith, are capable of responding to the needs of
the people and of history, those very beliefs lead them to
revelutionary aetivism.” :

It is undoubtedly a bappy sign that our Churches even at the
village level are well organised. There ;are regular services.. Attendance
at these services is generally good and giviog to the Church has
increased.

But beyond these naive fundamentals lie the need for a

feroci-
ousness of parpose to base our religion on realities. ;

One such reality which we asa Church have to reckon with in
the years ahead, is that ome billion of the World's 1.3 billion
children live in developing couniries, We have 'to see the
Kingdom in the face of these children,” )

Bringing into sharp focus the poignancy of some of the
realities in developing countries contemporary Japanese Theologiag,
Kosuke Koyama says that the prayer ' your Kingdom come ' is really
inherited from Israel,

It is not @& cheap praver. It was a -prayer offered by the Jews
through the catastrophe ef the holocaust in recent history.

Today when we are saying this prayer, we do so, says the
learned theologian, after Auschwitz and the Cambodian genccide.

The ultimate test of our faith is whether, when
comes we are prepared to stand up and be counted,

the challenge

We have read recently of this sign put up in a Church vestibule,
“If you were on irial for being a Christian, would there be
enough evidence lo convict you, "

“ Your Kingdom Come" has a bistéry of suffering. It is good
that we are reminded of this truth as we enter this week into the
season of Lent,

e e G S SR

Non-Aligned Conference Corrections
want Afghanistan and

Kampuchea Free of We regret the fellowing errors

Poyeins Forcos in the Editorial sect.iou ** Third

World and the Third Church "

The meeting of the Foreign ;l;.;_‘;']z_:?famd AHEUAI TR
Ministers of non aligned countries

held in New Delhi last week ‘in Under the paragraph * The

its . joint declaration condemned New Surge " read South America

the presence of foreign forces - place of North America,

in Afghanistan and Kampuchea,
The foreign minister of Afghanistan
opposed it on the grounds that it
was a dangerous precedence of
interference into the internal mat.
ters of a nation. The debate op

Under the Section “Our Goals”
read ' 5000 to about 12000 or
15000 by the end of this Century."

this fipal document was long and
keen,

William Mather Memorial
Women’s Centre
Maruthanamadm

" How excellent is thy loving
kindness. O God! therefore the
children of men put their trust
under the shadpow of thy wings. ”

In 1941, the the Rev. B.C.D.
Mather handed over to the Girl's
Education Board of the American
Ceylon Mission, the orphanage
which had been founded by his
father, the late Mr, Edward Ma-
ther, in memory of his own father
Mr, William Mather. 1o 1944 the
Women Centre was set up asan
interdenominational institution un-
der the able guidance of Mrs,
L., G. Bookwalter as manager.
The centre was to be a haven
for less previleged girls, to have
a home where they could learn
a craft and thus be self nupporting_

This venture of faith has had
from the beginning generous support
both from our own community
and from friendsand organizations
abroad.

Locking back at this period
of 43 years, the centre has pro-
gressed and we bave branched
into a three phased activity.

(1) The work for the Girls
— weaving, agriculture. poultry
and mnDeedle work. The textile
production is good and we have
standing orders, so we are pressed
to find the yarn and sufficient
number of good weavers. Our
difficulty has been that the girls
after having masterid the art leave
for more lucarative jobs in power
looms., and we have to train others
to take their place. We make
sarees, sarongs, table mats, shoul-
der bags and household linen.

In May 1979, the Governing

" Board decided to start a Girls’ Home

We started with 17 children and
now the number has arisen to 60.
Most of the children are orphans
or semi-orphans and come from
low income groups., The West
German Association Kindernothilfe
is giving us fostership aid. We
are trying to help these children
not only by sending them to school
but by helping them to learn va-
Tious activities, music, art hand-
work étc.

(3) The elders who have made
their home with us are three in
number. They form part of our
community. There are many re-
quests, but we have refused because
we are unable to give them the
basic comforts. We are hoping to
do something along this line
sometime during this year,

In our community we have
90 persons, we live, eat, work
and worship together though our
ages range from 6 to 75,

The beginning of 4th decade
of our history, we wish to invite
you all to participate in our annual
Festival on the 14th of March,
We hope to begin the 41lst year
with Faith in God and faith in
yow. Hope you will join us help
make others happy and together
let us go forward attempting great
things for God.

- which oecurred at her

Nuffield School Celebrates
Silver Jubilee

On Friday the 20th Fepruoary
1981 the Nauffield School for the
Deaf and the Blind celebrated the
25th Anniversary of their founding.
The day's programme began with
a Service of Thanksgiving in the
school hall led by the Rev. Issac
Selvaratnam along with clergy of
other Churches. The children of
the school participated enthuosias-
tically. At the end of the service
the clergymen who participated laid
bands on the principal Mr. Jeya-
singh David and the Bishop the
Rt. Rev, D. J. Ambalavanar offered
a prayer of blessing on him. A
meeting followed in the same hall
chafred by the manager of the
school Mr. K. Nesiah when feli-
citations and good wishes from
friends, parents and representatives
of other service organizations were
conveyed to the school. The Bishop
then blessed the new uquipment
which the school had acquired for
teaching deaf children and declared
open a new building erected for
the blind. All the guests joined
the school at a fellowship lunch
at the end of the ceremony.

Udyvil Church
Mrs. T. W, Thambiyappah

We regret to record the death
residence
at Uduvil on Satarday' (21-2-81)
of Harriet Manikkam Thamby.
appah (88), relict of the late Mr,
Tenant Thambyappah of Udayil,

The Fuaeral Service at her
residence was conducted by the
Rev. N. W. G, Sugunarajah  with
whom  were associated ' Canon
V. S. D. Sathianandhan and Sevak
Sam Alfred. Rev. D, R. Ambala-
vapar and Rev. A, C. Thambirajzh
paid tributes to the life of the
deceased. '

She leaves behind her danghters
— Pavalaranee, Pakkiaranes and
Jeyaranee, her grand daughter
Sabuntala Nesadurai and a very
large cirele of relations to whom
her departure has meant g break
in & link which they had cherished
for many long years.

Qbituary
Mnfs. A. M. Thevathason

The death occured on the
16th of February at her son’s
residence in Colembo of Mary
Gnanapuranam Thevathasan ralict
of the late Mr, A. M, Thevathasan
( Retired Telecommunication En:
gineer ). The funera] service which
tock place the next day was con-
ducted by the Rev., M, A. Ratna-
rajah assisted by the Rey. Dulesp
Fernando. Her remains were
cremated at Kanatte. The ashes were
bought to Udupiddy, interred be.
side her late husband on the 22nd
February, after a short Service
by the Rev. D, C. Ratnasingham,

She leaves behind a som,
four daughters to mourn her loss.

—_—
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