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Asia Sunda_y

Asta Sunday, a day set aside
each year to pray for the countries
and peoples of Asia, Australia and
New Zealand will be celebrated
this year on 37-5-87.

Asia Sunday is organised by
the Christian Conference of Asia,
a regional ecumenical fellowship
of 86 member Churches and 16
national councils of Churches.

This year, Asia Sunday will
bave particalar significance as it
will fall immediately after the
CCA’s Seventh Assembly to be
held at Bangalore (May 18—22)
on the theme " Living in Christ
with people . .

The theme of the Assembly
according to a CCA communication
reminds us that "living in Christ”
and " living with people” are
not separate aspects of Christian
living.

‘We cannot choose one or the
other. They go together and they
are inseparable. The theme points
to that “ togetherness ”* and holds
it up as the measure of the in-
tergrity of the faith we profess’

Methodist Church in India

At -a historic conference. of
the Methodist Chorch of Southern
Asia (MCSA) held at Women's
Christian College, Madras on
7-1-81, the Methoedist Church in
India was inaogurated.

MCSA grew out of the mis-
sionary work of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in USA. Its
four bishops have automatically
been received as the Bishops of
the new Church.

The Church bas a member.
ship of over 500,000. Its work is
spread across 12 Indian states and
the Union Territory of New Delhi.
It is involved in Mission work
in the Union Territory of Goa
and the Andaman Islands.

Bible, Hymn Books
in China

Some 100,000 copies of the
"New Testament has been distributed
to people in China in 1980. The
entire Bible has been available
since December following the
holding of the Third Chinese Na-
tional Christian Conference.

A Christian guarterly maga-
zine Tian Feng has resumed
publicdtiou since October last year,
after being suspended during the
cultural revolution.

Women Centre Celebrations
A Correction

In the news item published
jn our issue of 27-3-198I, please

note the following correction in
Paragraph 4 :—
" Mrs. Nathaniel, the Sec-

retary of the Board and Mrs. E.
S, Daniel, the Manager of the
Centre presented thelr reports,

1

Uduvil YMCA

The Uduvil Y. M. C. A.
vivived after a
had an ipaugural meeting on
Sunday (5-4-81) at 5-30 p. m.
The following were elected Office
Bearers:—

President :

Rev. N. W. G.

Vice-President :

Mr. P, L. Patrick

Gen. Secretary :

Mr. E. 8. Curtis

Treasurer :

Mr. L. S. C, Canagasingham

(re-
lapse of years)

Sugunarajah

A Board of Directors of Eleven
members was also set up,

The Uduvil YMCA has a
history which dates back to the
year 1981. Mr. T. C., Sangarap-
pillai was its first President.

Among the early Secretaries
of the Uduvil 'Y’ was J.C.
Stickney whose efforts were largely
responsible for the Uduvil YMCA
building which was consiructed
in 1930. It was during his time
that the Udxvil YMCA was ho-
noured by a visit from Mr. and
Mrs: Luther D. Wishard, then
working under the Student De-
partment of the YMCA.

It is boped that the new
will steer the

measure up to its anclant hemage
and also equip itself to play its
new role as a strong arm of the
Church in meeting the new chal-
lenges that coofront the youth

teday.
Bible in Tamil Verse

Kannadasan, the Poet Lau-
reate of Tamilnadu has recently
composal the new Testament of
the Bible in verse form in Tamil.
He was assisted by Rev., Fr.
George of Kalai Kaveri and Rev.
Fr. Stanislaus of Bishop's House,
Tiruchirapalli.

The work runs to 300 pages
in foolscap size. Printed in bock
form it will be released by Chief
Minister of State at a function
to be held shortly.

Kannadasan is a Hindu. He
first became famous asa popular
writer of lyrics for Tamil films.

He is well known among
Tamil speaking people in Malaysia,
Sri Lanka, Southern Africa and
Mauritius.

IN._BRIEF

O C. 8. 1. Church, Colombo :
The Easter Service will be
broadcast over Channel One of
the Tamil Service om 19.4-81
from 10 — 10-30 a, m,

O A Buddhist Dharmaduta Mis.
sion. which came to Jaffna
during the third week of March
has reported to President Jeya-
wardene that their mission was
a great success, The mission
was ied by Deputy Minister of
Lecal Government, and Housing
Me. P. C. Imbulana,

Directors a.nd paw office baa_mrs AL,

Appreciation

Mrs. Ellen Rasamany

Wilson
Mrs. Ellen Rasamany Wilson
was fondly referred to and will
be remembered as " Acca! by

the inner circle,

She was rocked in the cradle
of the Christian Faith and lulled
with lullabies in Hymns and Pealms.
In ‘any group she was looked
upon as the leader. 1. 1940 the
Lord led her to the altar for
matrimony to no less & perzon
than a Man of Faith like that of
Abraham in  Dr. John R. Wilson
whom the inner circle will fondly
continue to refer as " Athan ",
The results of marriage were four
God fearing children, a son in law
a daughter in law, grand children
anda SPIRITUAL HOME,

The word of God fell on
good ground and . yielded fruits
that sprung up and increased,
The cares of the World and de-
ceitfulness of riches and lusts of
other things did not choke the
word of God. The WILSON
HOME is a CHANDELIER
holding candles and one of them
was ACCA. This candle along
with the othars radiated CHRIS

ACCA was the mustard seed
which grew into a large tree, and
under the shadow of its branches
lodged both the poor and the
tich. To those who sought Spiritual
and Material refuge she HESI-
TATED NOT tc calm their
STORMS. I happen to be one
such beneficiary. -

In the wordly semse Eighth
of March was the 1DES of
march for the Wilson Home to
many who have associated with
her, In the Spiritual senze this
Candle was extinguished by the
Will of God. ONLY TO CALL
HER HOME.

On thé ninth of March many
“smote their breasts and returped”
to their earthly homes, ACCA has
only taken the bend in tbe journey
towards ETERNAL LIFE and
no more can Mortal eyes or ears
have a glimpse of this celestial
personality nor hear her seft sweet
voice which failed not to indulge
in holy communication. IFor those
of us who have been left, acca
has left behind a responsibility
for Christian witnessing until such

times we meet her at the
Lords Table.
* But as many as received

him to them he gave Fower to
become the sons of God even to
them that believe on his name”,

Jeyam Cnnagalmgham

N Beanda-

Prize

(8] Thomas College,
rawele had its Annual
Giving this week at Keble
Memorial Assembly Hall, Mr,
Donald R. Toiussaint, Ambas-
sador of the United States of
America and Mrs. Charmian

Toiussaint were the chief guests,

IN MEMORIAM

——

In EVER Loving
MEMORY oF
Our Dear Dad

Just a year, vei how long
the parting,

Of our dad Strangely stalwart

With mind undimmed,
faith unswerving,

" Calling " made sure,
faithful steward

To the Lord's presence ushered.
Fondly Remembered by
his loving wife & children,

32, Kotelawala Aveue,
Bambalapitiya,

News of new Political
Developments in Sri Lanka

Another Select Committee

The Motion in Parliament—
for the appointment of a Select
Committee to inquire into and
report on  whether any member

the er.-d of'Decumber 1972 ta.

February 16, 1977 could be held
responsible for the recommendations
by Mrs. Srima Bandaransyake to
to proclaim a State of Emergency
( first proclaimed on 16.3-71 ard
renewed every month before it
lapsed oh 16-2-1977 ) was passed
on 7-4-81, 111 voting fer and 16
against.

The members of the Select
Committee are:— Mr. R. Prema-
dasa, (chairman) Mr. Lalith Athu-
lathmudali, Mr.K.W. Devanayagam
Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe, Mr.
Vincent Perera, Mr. Harindra
Corea and Mr. M. 5. M, Aboosally.

Minist [ North

& Sad d 1.
to

Eleven ' Ministers of State
have been oppointed by the Pre- .
sident to take chage of the de-
velopment work in Jaffopa and
organise the UNP work in the
peninsula. :

The following are the names
of the Ministers appointed. The
electorates to which they have
been assigned appearsin brackets
against each name.

Mr. Gamini Dissanayake (Naliur)
Mrs, Vimala Kannangara
(Pt. Pedro)
Festus Perera (Manipay)
E. L. B. Hurulle
(Vaddukeddai)
Chandra Bandara (Kilinachi)
Nissanka Wijeyaratne (Kayts)
S. B, Herath
[Kaukesanthums]
D. B. Wijetunga (Kopay)
Lalith Athulathmudali
(Jaffna)
Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe
(Chavakachcherd)

Mr. M. H. Mohamed (Udupiddy)

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Dr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
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EDITORIAL
A Deliberate Claim

G. K. Chesterton in his poem The Donkey speaks of the hurtr::\ﬂ
folly of regarding the animal as ‘'a tattfred nutllsw of “]is ;arused
and " the devil’'s own walking parody." I*m:. hadn’t our | ;r .
the animal on His Triumpal Entry ? Hadn't _tha an:mad Ialenmm'
recipient of its own share of '* shouts about his ears' an p

about his feet "

According to Barclay, in the Hast the Ass was a'larga and
gplsndiﬂ apimal and on it kings rode when they came to their servants

ip time of peace. Only in war did they use borses. The Ass did
have a place in the royal stables.
We must not, therefore think, of the Triumphal Entry as &

thing of humility. Our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem was a deliberate
claim to be King.

The story of the cleansing of the Temple is the story of an
indignant King — indignant at the depths to which graft had penstrated
even the sacred precints.

Animals for sacrifice bongEt inside the temple cost .nea_rly twenty
times more than those bought outside. But yetthe pilgrim wusi buy.

For, very frequently the temple authorities pronounced a Iat_nb
to be ''blemished . The astonished pilgrim from the countryside
would be told that he could get an “‘ unblemished " ome for & small
cash difference.

But, the coinage of the provinces was different and " the cash
. difference ” had ‘to be procured at the desks of the exchangers (.or
exploiters ) whose palms have to be greased before any tramsaction
could be concluded.

It was, on the whole, a sordid scene of exploitation and, that
within sacred walls. The victims were the poor country folk.

One of the distressing features of the Asian scene today is the
extent to which corruption and graft have lubricated the _bure_aucrs;tcy
while the poor live 'in the backwards’ in abject poverty, viewing
a lush landscape of ill gotten affluence stretching gorgeously before them.

“ Turfs " bhave to be sprayed at various points before a villager
can get anything done even to meet the bare necessaries of life.
The “cash difference " is the norm not a special favour.

In one of the Asian countries which, population wise is almost
ten times our size we read that there are only 500 Lawyers. Most
of the lawyers have almost overnight become prosecutors because of
~ the easy access which the office affords to the public pocket.

But, why speak' of other Asian countries when the canker has
deep roots in our own public life. " Bribe - takers are smarter now-

a-days” was the headline of a news item in The Sunday Observer
of 29-3-81. -

The Bribery Commissioner, according to the news report, hasto
throw his ‘net’ in the face of a whole array of new strategies, An
apolegetic correctien in the subsequent issue of 5.4.81 that the De-
partment does not on its own initiate action against bribe-takers,
does not, in our view, serve to make the piclure in any way brighter,

. The 'kingship® of Christ in the face of the 'idaolatry’ we see

around us is a theme which needs closer scrutiny by the Christian
Church in contemporary Sri Lanka.

Christians have to be chary, with regard to some of the heavy
“idols” in common “worship” in our development efforts — * success "
" efficiency ", " goals ", * strategies "', ' dynamism ” ete. etc,

Bishop Newbigin and his team in their Evaluation Report of the
Christian Medical College Vellore have cautioned the institution not

to pursue excellence in standard as an end in i¥self which according
to the Report is idolatry,

To give up our 'idols ' and to accept the ' kingship " of Christ
15 not easy. In the temple, Jesus seized " a drover’s whip " (to use
the words of Lloyd Douglas ) and dreve the animals out of the court.

The cages of the doves were thrown open and the birds were
s0on over the building, The money

exchangers’ tables and money
tills were upset,

The grim faced disciples retreated to the outer wall.
LB - 1 a2 L) 4 Ly
This ” muttered Peter, will settle it. " They will never forgive him.
We koow that they never did. The cven.ts which we ‘observe’
this week remind us of the price we ma

y bave to pay for
up our “idols”,

giving
But price or no price,

one thing is certain, Our social security,
our economic planning,

our political blueprints, our material prosperity
our Church pregrammes, and all gur *

\ habits of thought and action™
will be added wunto us only within th

e Kingdom,

Melbowrie 1980

Christ - Crucified and Risen

Challanging the Powers

There are many different si-
tuations in which the churches
are called to challange the powers.
In some situatiops the powersare
clearly oppressive; other situations
are ' mixed " that isto say, that
on some points the powers are
seen to be acting in ways which
affirm the humanity of the people
sometimes by the grace of God
they positively embody higher
levels of justice because of their
responsiveness to the needs and
rights of all citizens. The criterian
for determining the relation to the
powers is the extent to which
God's creative, liberating and eer-
ving power is evidenced in their
actions, and the extent to which
equality is established. We have
shared experiences from Churches
which have found the siding with
downtrodden or marginalized peo-

ple and being sensitive to their
needs means sharing in their
suffering.

When the Churches challenge
the powers in the mame of people
who are being dehumanized, the
credibility of the Churches with
the oppressed is put to the test.
They lose their eredibility if they
are not consistent in their concern
for the people in greatest need,
In such situations the Churches
act as agents of renewal and they
must be prepared to be minorities
but they can be creative minorities
if they pick up issues which are
vital for the community and thns

motivate others to join in the
struggle for the full humanity of
all the people....

We have become aware that
the powers of the World make
themselves felt also in the life of
the Church., The tensions which
are present in the community are
also present in the Chureh, so
that the Churches have to struggle
with these tensions in their own
lives, as well as outside. This
struggle can be spiritually exhausting
and we have heard of Christians
becoming '' burnt out', We ac-
knowledge our need to engage
more faithfully in profound wrest-
ling in prayer as essential to our
committment. It becomes therefore
a missionary obligation for the
Churches to develop a dypamic
spirituality including renewed re-
sources for education and sap-
portive eommunity . . .

Experiencing the Power of the
Crucified Christ e

We rejoice that in certain
revolutionary situations of our
time the power of forgiveness is
seeking to replace the power of
vengeance. In other situations the
experience of losing status has
been the sourceof spiritual strength,
Elsewhere, the Churches, trusting
in the power of Christ, have en-
abled ethnic minorities io recover
their identity and to stand up
against unjust goverment powers . .

(to be continued)

Kopay Seat Nominations

In the front line of nomina-
tions for the Kopay seat rendered
vacant by the unexpected death
of Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai, (who
held the seat for mearly 15 years.)
are the following : —

Mr. 5. Nadarajah, attorney -
at-law, Mallakam and former Se-
pator who was very closely asso-
ciated with Mr. S, J. V. Chelva.
nayakam in politics, Mr. M.
Alalasundaram, also a veteran of
the former Federal Party and
Mr. S, Chandrakason, attoney-at-
law, the youpgest son of Mr,
S.]. V. Chelvanayakam and son-
in - law of the late Dr. I', M. V,
Naganathan of the Federal Party.

New appointments at the

WCC, 1981

O Rev Wesley Aviyarajah has
been Programme Secretary of
the sub-unit on Dialogue with
People of Living Faiths and
ldealogies since 1-1-81. He was
Vice Moderator- of the WCC's
Commission on Faith and Order.

O Rev. Samuel Issac from India
has taken up the post of Sec-
retary for ecumenical sharing
of personnel, Formerly he was
Director of the Asian Christian
Service programme of the EACC.

O Mr, T.K. Thomas, who since
1977 has been the communi-
cations secretary for the CCA
will take up the post of pub-

lication Editor in the Com-
munication Department from

1-8-81.

Registered as a Nawspape_r-; the G. P, 0., Sty Lanka wunder
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1981—Year of the Sscond
Ecumenical Council

The year 1981 marks the
1600th anniversary of the Council
of Constaninople . Which adopted

- the final version of the Confession

of the Christian faith known as

the Nicene Constantinopolitan
Creed.

" This year will give to the
divided Christian Church the
occasion to proclaim together once
again the credo of the ope Holy
Catholic and Apostolic Church as
formulatad by the Fathers of the
undivided Church of Christ " said
Patriarch Dimitrics who is re-
cognised by ihe Orthodox Churches
as Primus inter pares,

IN_BRIEE

O Development Councils: A sum
of Rs. 55,450,455 bas been set

apart by the government for
the Elections on 4-6.81.

O Sri Lanka's population stands
at 14,849,295 on 17-3.81 when
the National Census was taken
The population in the 1971
census was 12,689,897, There
is an increase of 17.1 per cent
in the population during the
period 1971—1981. The annual
growth rate is 1.7 per cent.

O Towards Greater Unity. The
Joint Council of the Church of
North India, the Church of
South India and the Mar Thoma
Church had its Second Meeting
on the 7th and 8th of January,
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