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A Life Membership Scheme

We are happy to announce
that the Diocese has decided to
launch @ Life Membership Scheme
for " The Morning Star” to en-
able the piper to withstand more
confidently the economic palsies
of our time and also to keep
“the family " of our subscribers
closer to us and get them
involved in our work, started as
far back as 1841, '

It would not be difficult, we
believe, for every subscriber in
Sri Lanka to give us a Life
Membership subscription of Rs.
300 which would give the subs-
criber or his spouse the right of
receiviog the Morning Star every
week, for life,

In contemporary Sri Lanka,
The Morning Star is, to our
knowledge, the omly Christian
Weekly in circulation, It is our
earnest hope that local subscri-
bers will rally round us and help
us in this effort we are making
to get our Christian community

more involved in this import-
ant frontier of our missionary
enterprise.

Important

Church Union Consultation
* in Sri Lanka (1981)

Dr. Michael Kinnamon of the
Faith and Order Secretariat of the
WCC has announced that an
International Consultation of
United and Uniting Churches will
be held in Colombo from the 18th
to the 25th of November this year,

The Consultation will bring
together approximately 50 repre-
sentatives from United Churches
and Church Union Negotiating
Committees. This will be the
fouréh round of such meetings
organised since 1967 by the WCC’s
Faith and Order Secretariat.

The present kind of Union
bas been existing for 50 years.
They were drawn more to people’s
attention when the Union of three
large churches into the Church of
South India took place in 1947,

The creation of this church
remains a model even today for
many churches in Africa and Asia.
Since then no less than 75 chur-
ches have successfully accomplished
Union in 25 churches, In addi-
tion, a hundred churches inh 17
countries and of different confess-
ions are in the course of mnegoti-
ations,

* There is no miracle recipe
by which churches can jump from
disunion into unity” says Dr.
Michael Kinnamon, ' but there
are models of union experienced
by certain churches and we want
to see how they have made out
in practice and can be used for

other schemes,'

A lively discussion is antici-
pated in Colombo when the parti-
cipanis debate the relationship
between organic union and cur-
rent proposals for conciliar and
sovenerital fellowship.

Letier to the Editor

Preference to
Doctors’ Children in the
Private Medical College

"Survival of the fttest
That is the law of the jungle,
" Survival of the privileged and
influential”. That appears to be
the idea behind the protogonists
of the Private Medical College.

The views expressed on this
issue by both the proponents and
opponents by way of speeches and
articles appearing in the press
seem to disclose the fact that it
is now slowly and swiftly turning
out to be a class struggle.

The question that would first
strlke the mind of anyone who
bas no special interest in this
profession is whether a Private
Medical College is really essential
for a small country like Sri Lanka.

The Ministry of Plan Imple-
mentation in its report recently
has said that the shortage of doc-
tors in the medical gervices is
around 800 to 900 and that by
1983, with the annual intake of
students in the medical faculties
of the various universities having
been increased to 400, the coun-
try will bave sufficient number of
dactora

"Citing this report, Dr. S. Ra-
janayagam, President, College of
Surgeons, Sri Lanka, in his re-
cent address at the Sri Lapka
Foundation Institute has cautioned
about the possibility of mass un-
employment among the qualified
doctors in a few years time and
as a remedial measure stressed
the need to restrict the admis-
sions to the medical faculties by
raising the standard at the en-
trance level.

When this is so, it is rather
amusing to read the views of the
advocates of the Private Medieal
College. For whose benefit are
they trying to establish a Private
Medical College?

It is reported that preferen-
tial treatment will be given to
doctors’ children and in a despe-
rate bid to defend this basis of
selection, a doctor from Kurune-
gala says that doctoring is a way
of life imperfectly understood by
those outside it. If ope is to go
by this good doctor’'s way of
thinking, dispensing is a way of
life for a dispenser's son, nursing
for a nurse's daunghter and of
course scaveoging for a scaven-
ger’s son and these are imperfect-
ly understood by those outside
them.

If a doctor’'s son competing
with an outsider like a teacher’s
sen cannot come within the 400
selected yearly to the medical
faculties he is not Lt even Lo
follow & pre-medical course.

Gone are the days when the
alfluent finding their sons’' 1Q) not
high enough to follow professional

and engi-
behind

courses like medicine

peering senl them lea

Women in the Ministry

The United Methodist Church,
Ohio has elected Dr, Marmrw
Mathews (64) as Bishop of Tra-

verse City, Michigan., She hag
described her reaction as 'com.
parable to the first woman on
the moon ',

The Apglican Church in Kenya
has ordained to the priesthood
Rev. (Mrs.) Lusia Okuthe (51),
a deaconess since 1976 at a spe-
cial ceremony in Kisumu, Shais
the first black African female
church priest south of the Sahara,

Commenting on these devel-
opments, the Director of the
WCC’s Study on Men and Wo-
men in the Church said that the
events underline the dawning of
a new time when women and
men in ministry will mutually
empower one another in authority
and servanthood.

"1 like the analogy"” aaid
the Director, that Bishop Marjorie
Mathews gives to ‘walking on
the moon’. It is a different
space, but still you will have to
put ene foot in front of the other.
You don’t just stand there.”

World Muslim Congress

" Christians and  Muslims

“Working together — the ethics and

practices of humanitarian and de-
velopment programmes' will be
the subject of a Consultation,
jointly sponsored by the WCC
and the World Muslim Congress
to be held at Karachi, Pakistan
in September this year.

The General Secretary of the
World Muoslim Congress is Dr.
Inamullah Khan, whe paid his
first official visit to the WCC in
February this year.

bushes and upder coconut groves
in lucrative posts.

P. C. P. Gnanadurai.
Uduvil.

14-4-81.,
Editor’s Note

The overriding issue with
regard to admissions to our me-
dical faculties, in Sri Lanka, is
not that we will be glutted with
medical personnel in the next few
years,

What is fundamental is th®
provision of an alternative channel
intoc which the annual steady
stream of ‘deserving candidates'
(" refugees” of a controversial
university admission system) ecan
be diverted without being wasted
to the country and becoming in
themselves victims of upglamorous
frustration.

Nothing would be lost by
giving the Private Medical Coliege
(@ pioneer venture) a trial.

The daoger of pioducing me-

dical prolessionals in large Bum-
bers in excess of the manpower
peeds of the country seems to

have been pushsd to the limelight
only after the Private Medical
College project was mooted,
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IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECTIONATE MEMORY
OF

Luther James Selvarajah

Could one muffle the voliey of
thoughts of him —

When, more and more uaroll,

making pain more painful

Could one turn away from the
good things, they say of him—
When, countless favours in
charity or chivalry,
To friend, family and neigh-
bour he rendered

Could one ceass to wonder —

When, he was a monument
of grateful devotion to
parents,

Seemed only a youngster to
brothers and sisters,

To neices and nephews, one
admired and encircled,

A link-role ‘he played between
generations

Could one love him less —
When full well he loved his
own,
~ And equally weli wiaeed ﬁ"'
oy the iaiﬂ!y i -
You are gone from us.
you. But,
You are poised into higher
glory,
Which is much more to you
and us

We miss

Family.
IN MEMORIAM

IN EVER LoOVING MEMORY
OF

Anna Nesamma Arudpragasam
Died: April 20th, 1969

" There is joy in the Service
of Jesus, our Lord,"”

Our dearest Grand-mother
rememberad with gratitude by
George & VijeyaDevi
Thambyapillay.

University of Maiduguri,
Nigeria.

Not Another Good Cause

The Church of Norway de-
sires consciously to avoid defining
disabled persons as another 'cause
for the church'. According to Mr,
Gisle Haugum, Consultant for
deaconal guestions at the Church
of  Norway's National Council,
there is a wish that the church
should focus on itself and on how
individual congregations meet the
needs of disabled persons.

These are matters which
should be important this year as '
any other year.
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EDITORIAL

Melbourne 1980

. Christ — Crucified and Risen
The Church. and Contemporary Human Suffering

Suffering and Violence Genuine evaogelism therefore

We came across receotly a very homely anecdote of an aged We believe that the crucified 18 t.he proclamation of Jesus as

t w?m arrived on a visit to ber nieces, haviog informed them  Chyist shares in the agony of the Saviour and Lord who gave his
aun

beforshand of her intended holiday.

euffering of the World and that
the risen Christ can bring about

life for others and who wants us
to do likewise, setting us free by

The children stocked vp on mystery stories of which t:t!ay koew
she was an avid fan. Early in her stay, however, they noticed that
ghe had not touched a single book. .

When asked if she disliked their selection, she replied :— 'oh
no, it's not that. I have just given up murder for Lent.

declaring God's forgiveness. Evan-
gelism is true and credible only
when it is both word and deed
proclamation and witness. To say
this is not is to suggest that evan-
gelism derives its power from the
good deeds of Christians; our
fallures In obedience, however can
act as stumbling blocks.

In a World of large scale
robbery and genocide, Christian
evangelism can be honest and
authentic only if it stands clearly
against these injustices which are
diametrically opposed to the
Kingdom of God and looks for
response in an act of faith which
issnes in commitment, Chrisiian

an inward transformation of suf-
fering, so that it takes on a
power, derived from the power of
the Cross. A new solidarity is
generated among those who suffer
together and pew resources are

i . , in the
Good Christian people in the world teday are those wha discovered,

words of Michael Harrington, live " in cruel innucel:ce". ‘The;y ﬂf;
upright, honest and churchgoing. They talk about suﬁermg an N e
give some 'charity’ to alleviate human suffering. But their goodness
is that of the 'bystanders’,

think also of those
Christians who are suffering be-
cause of thelr Christian faith under
different  political regimes, we
strongly urge that human rights
and religious freedom be respeeted
in thelr case. We recognise with
repentance that in the past and
still today in other ways, we
Christians have not respected re-

Such ° bystanders’ are pot confined to aged aunts' only. The day
after Pastor Kao of Taiwan was incarcerated last April, a 'spok?sman
of the Kuomitang (KMT) expressed the hope, that the imprisoned
pastors which included the General Secretary of the Pre_sbyterian
Charch in Taiwan, would learn from errors and become in future
" preachers of heavenly bliss ™,

The Christian Church today is set ina world of escalating Jigious liberty as inalienable right l'rﬁu:m:ngt b; generated, or o
su&"eﬂng. The season of Lent this year (1981) has perhaps seem of humau beings. :?le o2 ea’d y "t_ compron:nstng
more murders, attempted assasinations, gangster robberies in all of nce and inaction concerning

The challenge of the powers
and the suffering which results
from it reveals the all-pervasive
presence of violence. Violence is
a fact of life whatever our situation
may be. But itisa fact and not
fate, and Christians must resolu-

tely resist therefore the power of
violence.

the continuing exploitation of the
majority of the human race by a
privileged few. " You cannot love
the God whom you do pot see,
if you do not love the neighbour
whom you see” (I John #4:20).
The neighbour today also is fallen
among robbers as in the Gospel
parable. Woe unto the evangelizer
who proelaims the word but passes
_by this neighbour like the priest
and the levite in Jesus parable,

which human life has been ireated as of very little value.

Hardly had the Time of March 23, 1981 reported a covar. story
on " Violent Crime in America” than on March 30, 1981, just a
week later, America’s own incumbent President, only 70 days old in
office, was about to fall a victim to an assasin's bullet.

In our own country, the Ropees 8.1 million held-up at Neerveli
which cost the lives of two police officers provided a grotesque climax
to a spate of sordid events which engulfed the country for many
months in a tidal wave of unrest and temsion,

In this context, it is good to note that two World Christian
Aszsemblies are due to be held, one this year and and the other in
1983, both of which have life as their theme.

We are aware that Christians
today choose different ways to
resist violence. We wish to affirm
the practice of non-violence as an
inalienable part of the Christian
obedience, and we ecall on the

The wunity and integrity of
social action and evapgelism bas

The Christian Conference of Asia at its Seventh Assembly next been suggested to us by the pro-

month will discusss the theme " Living in Christ with people” and

Y-

the World Council of Churches at its Sixth Assembly at Vancouver
in July 1983 will deal with the theme — ' Jesus Christ, the Life of

the World,

It is significant that both World Assemblies have chasen
their theme, the subject of Life, possibly because we see so much

of death around us.
But,

n

* convention theologies

style. They are too much like the

says a modern reporter (who has
covered many World Christian Assemblies) have now become out of

camel, designed by 'a committee’

and has its curves in the wroog places.

We do not share with the writer his eynicism but we do see
his point that ‘ convention theologies’ as reflected in the Reports of
World Assemblies have very little value unless they are undergirded

by a strong commitment to social chapge.

Here in Sri Lanka that “ commitment " will entail among other
things our being leery about imitating the way of
Singapore for

countries as the USA, Japan or

life of

that it is not safe to try to be rich in a poverty stricken world.

Good Friday commemorates to us the Supreme Death, The first
Temptation of our Lord, according to a bibilical scholar is an attempt
made by-the Devil to divert “the ultimate purpose

of Jesus

The Devil asks Jesus to give the people ‘bread’ and free them

from malnutrition and hupger. The cross is not mecessary,

But to our Lord, humankind
butter, rice and vitamins’., In an
for us to see what these 'values'
bave been deprived of.

To champion the underdog, where

nate, to
prevail, to uphold justice
entail suffering for the Christian.

It is such suffering that was demonstrated at the cross and it
18 such suffering that is redemptive,

IN BRIEFR

Q  Martin Luthey, The
anniversary celebrations to
memorate the birth of Martin
Luther will begin on 4-5.43 at
the Wartburg Castle GDIt where
the Protestant Keformer translated
the New Testament into German,
On his birthday, 10th of November
a Service will be held at Hisleben
— his place of birth and death,

500th
com-

has a value beyond
Asian context, it

is the norm — these

O Dr. D. T. Niles Memorial
Prize. The Methodist Church of
Sri Lanka has decided to organise
an Annual Competition and award
a prize of Rs. 1000 to the author
of the best Essay on the subject
" The witness of a divided Church
in a multi-religious society "',

Consolation prizes not ex-
ceeding a total of Rs- 1000 will
be awarded to Essays that reach
A satisfactory stapdard,

industrial
the simple reason

of the mission

‘bread and
is not difficult
are, which the mass of our people

the rich and powerful domi-
build up dignity and self-hood where oppressive structures

where injustice will

Churches to provide support for
all those who commit themselves
to the life of non-violence. In
certain cases redemptive and vi-
carious suffering as that of our
Lord may have to be chosen by
his followers to counteract violence
by suffering love — the way of the
Cross, Nevertheless there are si-
tuations in which Christians find
their communities involved in vig-
lence and in these circumstances
without identifying totally with any
political movement, the Churches
should act out in concrete forms
their solidarity with thoge Christi-
ans and others, who become in-
volved in counter - violence to
become free from the unbearable
violence of the oppressors. It is
necessary for all to take into ac.
count that the globel threat caused
by increased militarism may in
the years ahead give added im-
portanee to the option of non-
violence.

In Relation to Evangelism

Jesus charged his disciples
with the mandate to announce his
Gospel to the ends of the earth
till his return at the end of time.
" Go aod make disciples of all
pations teaching them to observe
what I have commanded, " It is
important that the content and
mode of evangelism be reviewed
in our day in the light of the
advance of biblical knowledge, of
our own mistakes of the past,
and the emergence of new forces
and problems in the present. Jesus
is the core of the Gospl. " Leve
one another as I have loved you"
is the message of his life and
“repent and Dbelieve the Good
News ' was his teaching. This
demands a radical chapnge of at-
titude on the part of all who
respond.
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position that to issue a political

challenge to the oppressor in th
name of Christ may be the only
authentic way of putting to him
what it means to make Jesus
Christ the commanding reality in
his life. We thus affirm and seek
to obey the mandate to bear
witness among all nations to Jesus
and him crucified. We reject as
heretical any proclamation of a
disearnate Christ, & ecaricatured
Jesus, who is presented as not
being intimately concerned with
human life and relationships. Our
evangelism must be set in the
context of structures for global
mission,

In the Context of Mission

In the course of our meetings;

we have been led to study the
significance of the crocifixion of
Jesus outside the city wall. We
see this asa sign, consistent with
much else in his life, that he who
is the centre is constantly in
movement from the centre towards
the periphery, towards those who
are marginalized, victims of the
demonic powers, political, econg-
mic, social, cultural and even—or
especially — religious- If we take
this model seriously we find that
we must be with Jesus at the
periphery, on the margin of so°
ciety, for his priorities were clear,

In these ways we see the
" poor "' Churches of the World
as the bearers of mission: World
mission and evangelism may now
be primarily in their hands, Per-
haps they alone can waken the
World to an awareness of the
urgeant call of Christ to
costly and radical response, We
commend these thoughts to the
consideration of all who care about
migsion,

(eoncluded)
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