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The Jafina University pcst

Inauguration of the Evelyn
Rutnam Institute

The Board of Trustees of
the Evelyn Rutnam Institute has
invited His Excellency Donald R.
Touissaint, ‘US Ambassador in

Sri Laoka to inaugurate and open

the Institute  Building on 10-5-81
at 430 p. m,

The Foundation Stone for
this bnilding was laid by His
Excellency Pref. Howard Wriggins
then Ambassador of the UUSA in
Sri Lanka on 28-10-79.

The 7 velyn Institute for Inter
Cultural Studies was founded by
Dr. James T. Rutnam in memory
of his wife Evelyn who "died in
196¢. The personal interest and
financial help given by his child-
ren has made Dr. Rutnam’s dream
come troe.

The Institute hopes to spon-
sor a continuous programme of
lectures, researches and translations
of valuable writings into English
from other languages.

Prof. K. Indrapala is the pre.
sent Director of the Institute.

The Tamilnadu Government
has proposed the establishment of
& Tamil University at Thanjavur,
the ancient capital of the Chola
kings. This University which will
be modelled oo the pattern of the
Sanskrit University at Varnasi
(Benares) will be opened some-
time in September this year. It
will serve as an international
Centre for Tamil research. There
will be to begin with, 5 Heads

of Faculties, 18 Professors, 18
" Associate Professors, and 50 Lec-
turers along -with the University
administrative staff.

The Tamilnadu Government
also proposes to open new Uni-
versities at Coimbatore, Tlruchy
and Karaikudy,

Centre for Handicapped
Children

In Pakistan’s Sind Province
alone, it is estimated that there
are 60,000 mentally retarded and
some 93,000 mentally sick persens,

Dar - ul - Khushnud 4n Kara-
chi located at St. Andrew's House
of the Diocese of Karachchi caters
to the needs of many of these
children.

Mrs. K. S. Azariah is the
Principal of the school. She re-
ceived her training at Shio - Gaknen
the famous school for handicapped
in Japan. She went thre on a
CCA Scholarship,

CCA’s Asian Missionary Sup-
port Programme will be available
to any one sponsored by Churches
for traiping in this field in Japan

THE VARANY DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

The Diocesan Multi-purpose
Farm at Varany and its environs
were spruced up on Wednesday
(22:4.81) when Mr. Yogendra
Duraisamy, the Government Agent
of Jaffna was invited to inaugur-
ate Stage II, Phase I of the
Varany Project, by declaring open
the newly construeted tier cage
to house eventually an additienal
6500 layers at the Farm.

At a

simple religious cere-
mony, which opened with the
singing of a lyric, Mr. R. Anu-

.bulan, one of ouor . Theological

candidates at Madurai (a resident
of Varany) read the Bible Les-
son and the Bishop, the Rt. Rev,
D. ]J. Ambalavanar offered the
dedicatory Prayer. Tha Chief
Guest, Mr. Yogendra Duraisamy
then formally opened the main
door, through which the vigitors
entered to inspect the building.

Tea followed the opening
ceremony, after which the Publie
Meeting was held, presided over
by the Bishap.

Welcome

The Welcome Address was

' veteran Parishioner and delegate

to the Diocesan Council from the
Varany Church. He said he was
proud of having had the privilege
of welcoming to Varany two Gov-
ernment Agents — Mr, ILal Vijea-
pala, when he was invited to in.
aungurate Stage One of our Varany
Development Project and now
Mr. Yogendra Duraisamy when
he  bhas been invited to in.
augurate Stage Two, Phase One
of our preject.

Mr. Ponnu said
Varany Farm has not merely
made a distinct contribution to
development in the district but
bas meant much to the villagers
of Varany who have been in
many ways benefitted by the
Farm situated right in their midst.
Varany is a pioneer missionary
centre, It continues to be so,
though in a different context.
This should be a source of pride
to all those associated with work
here,

that the

Report
Mr. L. S. C. Canagasingham,
Convener of the JDCSI Social

Action and Development Com-
mittee presented a Report of the
Farm.

[ The following are some of
the extracts from his Ruport
which we have edited, to fit into
this news account. ]

All the Six phases of Stage
One have been successfully com-
pleted. Of special interest for
purposes of record are three:-

{a) The training of our youth
in Economic Poultry Management
and mixed farming.

| Three young men who were

sent for trainimg to Bangalore

— Another Landmark

will

soon join the staff of the
Farmi  on completion of their
course, |

(b) Improvement of the local
strain of the Shsqp‘ by crossing
them, with " Red Madras’ and
" Dorset 7,

(e} Distribution to the villa-
gers of quality chicken at cost
to enable- them to set’ up econo-
mic backyard poultry hcuses_.

The Sales Centre

This Centre at the New
Market, Jaffna was opened in
September 1979 to help the con-
sumer in his contemporary eco-
nomlc plight. Items sold at the

Centre are:- (1 Spring broiler
(2) Broiler chicken (3) Curry
chicken (4] Lamb meat
{51 Fresheeggs (6) Nelli crush,

We have also given a help-
ing hand to YMCA, Paranthan
and Fr. Loog Institute, Kilinochi
to market their pork and the
Palmyrah Product Society at
Varany, their jaggery,

At this retail centre, we have

sold last year:- 365,591 frash
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Extension Schemes

An extension Scheme of the
Varany Project is an Animal
husbandry Project at Kilinochi
for milk and meat prodaction.

Chief Guest’s Address

Mr. Yogendra Duraisamy in
his address thanked the Bishop
for this opportunity that has been
given to him and his wife for
visiting Varany on this auspicious
ocecasion,

Since April 1979 when he
assumed duties as Government
Agent, he made it his mission
to visit distant outposts of the
peninsula to wvisit rural projects
and know their problems at first
hand.

He was happy to be at Var-

any, He appreciated very much
the efforts made by the Jaffna
Diocese of the CSI to bring

down the cost of living in Jaffoa
for in so doing they automatieally
raise the standard of living of
the people,

It is with this aim that the
government has launched a FIVE
YEAR PLAN in rural develop-
-ment which would cost the egun-
try 7500 million Rupees.

The Bishop's Comments

The Bishop in his comments
from the' Chair, said that it was
unfortunate that Varany with such
a large development scheme wasnot
supplied with electricity while
Kodikamam and FPoiot Pedro en-
joyed the facility,

Prize Distribution

At the conclusion of the day's
programme, prizes were distributed
(Continued on las! page)

.Land Development
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AT REST

Mr, A J. M, Snell (Alfy) of Chudi-
kuli Retired Construetion  Officer
Department,
passed away on Easter morn
(19-4.81) at McLeod Haspital,
Inuvil, while on g vigit ta his
sister at Uduvil.

The Funeral Service at his
residence at Colombogam Road,
Chundikuli was held yesterday
(23-4.81) at 4 p. m. Rev, Joe
Sarvanandan, Vicar of St. Jhon's
Church officiated,

Mr. Snell leaves behind besides
his wife Pearl [ pee Solomons )
three daughters, two sons and thres
sisters. His brother, Rev. Wilfred
Snell predeceased him g
years ago.

few

An Asian Christian Lawyer
Honoured

In the front line of the
Human Rights struggle in Indo-
nesia is Yap Thiam Hien, a
civil rights lawyer (In Indonesia
there are very few lawyers).

For many years he has been
engaged in a crusade for the ra-
lease of political prisoners in his
co::lntry.

In recognition

msterdam bas
conferred on him the Degres of
Doctor of Laws. In the citation
commending him for the degree
‘the Dean of the College has
said :—

“As a Christian Lawyer, you
have received international recog-
nition. At present you are engaged
in defending students io your
country who are langnishing in
prisons. In all your work you are
actuated by your passion for jus-
tice. Such selfless service calls for
courage, and we would place on
record our deep &appreciation of
your contribution to the cause of
Human Rights. " Dr. Yap received
his degree along with eight othars
in the presence of a distinguished
gathering. Among these present
was the Queen of the Netherlands.

Dr, Yap also received a small
amount of money from the Re-
formed Chureh of the Netherlands. -
He had decided to turn it over
to & Human Rights Fund in
Indonesia which he hopes to es-
tablish soon.

IN BRIEF

O Mini Cement Plant: The
government bas givun.appmval
to a private organisation to set
up a mini cement_pllnt at
Nariakkuli, Kaithadi iN.If'.l.
in collaboration with an Indian
firm to meet the present short-
age of cement.

O People’s Bank D:'rlsclnmfc'
Following the resignation u{)lha
Board of Directors of the nfa:;
ple’s Bank on 21-3-81, ‘b
the 81 million ral_:bary. t‘:

government has appointed aTne

Directorate with Mr. 5.1, Ic..-

Fernando, Director Eclnné)mk

Research of the Central Ban

as its Chairman,
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EDITORIAL
Development Councils and the TULF

Canadian Prime Minister, Pierre Elliott Trudeau, commenting on
Canada's relations with the US saild recently " Living next to you
is in some ways like sleeping with _an elephant. No matter how
friendly and even tempered the elephant, one is affected by every
twitch and grunt.”

The analogy can well be applied to the " relations " of the
TULF with the UNP (Symbol: elephant), in contemporary Sri Lan.ka
particularly in the context of the DDC Election campaigns which
are gatherinpg momentum.

The CDN of 15-4-81 on its first page had an article under ithe
alluring title '' What goes in the Jaffaa man's mind ?" Reading
throngh the article, we found that it was not, as the title suggested
an impartial assessment of the psychological profile of the _Jaﬂ'na
man, buta one - sided and tendentious propaganda against the TULF,

Whatever goes on in the Jaffna man's mind or in any bedy
else's mind is not our subject in this column. Oge thing is apparent
"to anyone living '‘at this hour” in Jafina. The DDC Eie::tim:! cam-
paigns have not shown a propensity to disturb any one’s mind or
sit on any one's nerves.

The reasons are obvious, The elected members of the DDC, will
always be, by law, ina mioority, The Government MPs will always
bea in a permanent majority.

The DDC has no executive power. That power resides with the
District Ministers and a small executive controlled by the President
of the Republic.

The comment in the Foreward of 1-4-81 that the DDC Election
is a symbolic one with several political advantages does contain some
grains of truth.

But, all the same (despite its built - in advantages) it cannot be

denied that the District Development Council recognises an important.

principle in the . governing process,

It is the principle that ' development’ is to be measured not by
the yardstick of a Central Ministry in the Metropolis but by the
" cultural framework of reference' of the people in their districts.
It is the principle that national solidariiy is not synemymous with
national conformity.

In this context, it is difficult for us to see the ultimate purpose
behind the efforts of the United Natiopal Party in sending some of
their recognised leaders to the North to be in charge of the DDC
election campaigns in each of the eleven districts,

With their hopes and motives in district development so widely

removed from ours, we wonder what UNP leaders can achieve through
their Tamil speaking candidates in our districts in Jaffna where the
fundamental imperatives of developmenti are completely different from
those in the South,

We were happy to read in the Veerakesari [(21-4-81) of an ad-
dress delivered by the Hon. Mr. A, Amirthalingam, the Leader of
the Opposition, at a Seminar held at Puloly on the subject of DDC
Councils. The speech was so unlike the speeches so often made by
our leaders om our political platforms. There were no tricks of oratory
no purple patches, no barbs of satire.

In very plain language, Mr. Amirthalingam stated the position
of the TULF regardiog the Development Councils which included in
their orbit 15 areas of administrative control. These areas included
such vital subjects as Irrigation, Agricullure, land and sndustries.

Certain inalienable rights of the Tamil speaking people which
bave eluded the grasp of our pioneer leaders as Thanthai Chelva-
nayakam, (who had fought for the land rights of the Tamils for 27
years ) could now be taken up within the legal framework of the
District Development Council.

If ‘ barriers’ are erected and unnecessary harassment given, Mr.
Amirthalingam said the TULF would throw the council to the winds

and plunge into the struggle for the self-determination of the Tamil
speaking people.

In our view, it is unlikely that such an eventuality will arise
because any kind of ‘barrier’ to the legal functioning of a Distriet
Development Council would be tantamount to 'a barrier ' to the
functioning of participatory democracy in this country as emvisaged
in the UNP Election Manifesta of 1977.

Besides, any effort on the part of the District Minister and the
Executive Committee to use their power of veto would negate the
political philosophy propounded so clearly by President Jeyawardene
in his briefing session to the G As held at the BMICH on 10-4-81,
| we quote his comments in full here for purposes of reeord |,

(1]
I am strongly opposed and as long as there is life in me—

pp]itical li.fe in me — I shall oppose the establishment of a political
dictatorship by our party or any other party,”

In the contemporary political situation in S

. ] ri Lanka very little
ﬂlll’[)ﬂ'_i?.. in our view

» can be served by any kind of pre - oecupation
with the structural flaws in the DDC Bill

We endorse, the line taken by the TULF in

accepting the
DDC Council and i

commend to the party the advice given to the

JDCSI

Kankesanthurai Church

The Easter Service, held at
the Kankesanthurai Church on
19:4-81 at 4 p.m. was marked

by a special Service of Blessing
by the Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D.
J. Ambalavanar, of several arti-
cles donated to the Church by
many friends, parishioners and
well-wishers, symhbolic of a new
surge of enthusiasm in the work
of the Church.

The Service commenced with
a special song by Mrs. Jeeva
Ratnasabapathy. The Bishop then
blessed the articles donated, after
which the Rev. Sam Thampoe:
the Rev., A, C, Mathanarajah,
the Rev, N. W. G. Sugunarajah
and Rev. S. P. Jeyasingam in
turn, lit the candles and oil lamps.

A Stand with eight candles
was lit by some members of the
Kankesanthurai Church, led by
the Worker at Kankesanthurai,
Mr. Prince Ratnam,

The Baptismal
owed, conducted by Rev. D, R.
Ambalavanar, the Circuit-Pastor.
Three children and four adults
received baptism.

The Bishop, the Rt. Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar was the cele-

Service foll-

brant at the Holy Communion
Service. @~ He was assisted by
Rev. D, R. Ambalavanar. The

Tellippalai Church Youth Leagu,
cpnkributed a special song. The
Bishop preached the Sermon,

At the conclusion of the
Service, there was & Tes Party
in the adjoining school Hall.
The Circuit Pastor welcomed those
present. Mr. Prince Ratnams, the
Worker acknowledged with grati-
tude the gifts donated to the
Church by several people, on an
appeal made by the Church. He
also thanked all those whe had
come there' in large mumbers,
from outside the parlsh and for
the help rendered by them on
that day to help the parishioners
to celebrate the occasion.

The Kankesanthural Church
building was built to the memory
of Mr. William Mather and was
dedicated on 77-6-28. The Rev,
Jobhn Bicknell, according to church
records, preached on that occasion
on the text, “ Ye alsa as lively
stones are built up a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood to offer
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God by Jesus Christ.,”

At the Holy Communion
which followed the Dedication on
11-6-28, Rev. Issac Paul and
Rev. A. Lockwood officiated,

After the JDCSI took charge
of the church, the Diocese deci-
ded to undertake the work of
the complete renovation and rest-
oration of the church building,
in the faith that money would
be forthcoming from churches,
friends and well-wishers.

“ No Tamil Culture ”?

The Davasa on 29-9-80 began
a series of weekly features on va-
rious cultures. Beginning with the
Cultural Triangle, the series went
on to deal with African Culture,
Eastern views on culture, Muslim
views on culture and other subjects.

A commendable endeavour to
broaden tbe cultural perspectives
of the Sinhala Reader by intro-
ducing him to cultures other than
his own (though on 29-10-80 there
was a complaint by the Gintota
Young Men's Muslim Organisation
that there were errors and in-
accuracies in the article on Mus-
lim eculture},

Is it more important for the
Sinhala reader to learn about Af-
rican culture than about the
culture of a community with whom
he has to live side by side ?

[ The above news items is
taken from the first number of
Neira (Jan 1981) a newsletter of
the Council for Communal Harmony
through the media. It is published
by Mr. Reggie Siriwardena for
the Council (P. O. Box 601,
Celombe ). ] K

In brief

© Locked - out Strikers It is
learnt that the strikers (in Jaf-
fna) who have been locked out
sfoce 18-7-81 will meet Mr, Sa-
rath Muttethugama, M. P. for
Kalawana in Jaffna tomorrow
to discuss their grievances. 189
Government .Officers have not
yet been reinstated.

The Varany......

(Continued from first page)
by Mrs. Dauraisamy to those who
had worked faithfully in comple-.
ting the building which was de-
clared open on that' oceasion,
The recipients of the prizes were:-
Messrs. Rajaratnam, K. Rataam, -
M. J. Mahroof and Vyramuthu.

Early American Missionaries at Varany

According to early mission
records, the pioneer missionaries
sent to Varany round about 1834
were Mr. and Mrs. Apthorp who
‘formed’ a little boarding sghool
for girls at Varany but could net
be there long because of ' climate
and conditions’.

Mr. and Mrs. Perry who
succeeded them had hardly more
than begun the work when they
were both stricken with cholera
and died within a few days
each other. ;

This dream was realised and
on 7-7-76, the Rt. Rev. D. I
Ambalavanar conducted a special
Thanksgiving Service at the
Kankesanthurai Church to mark
the occasion.

We are happy that this little
chureh, sitvated at the extreme
north of the island in the midst
of an industrial community, has
continued to meke its influence
felt for more than balf a century.

Government Agents by President Jeyawardena on 10-4-81, '
you consider right, regardless of the consequences, "
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