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Week of Evangelism
(24-5-81 to 30-5.81)

The week of Evangelism of

p the Jaffna Diocese of the CSI
- will be observed ona regional ba-
sis thizs year with each Evange-

= listic Area organsing its own
' -actlvities, an
. Evangelistic Festival ( whole day

programme ) for the Area.

The Jaffoa Diocese is divided
into fowr Evangelistic Areas —
Vaddukoddai, Uduvil, Teilippalai
and Chavakachoheri. On 30-5-81
there will be Evangelistic Festivals
at these four centres where the
Churches belonging to these regions
will participate.

culminating in

The Conveners of these Areas
are:- The Rev. S. N. Sugunanathan
(Vaddukoddai); The Rev. N.W.G.
Sugunarajah  (Uduvill: The Rev.
D. R. Ambalavanar (Tellippalai)
and the Rev. J. J. Ratnarajah

(Chavakachcheri).

_ The Vaddnkoddai Evangelistic
area includes the islands and the

evangelistic centres hoym':d Ele
phant Pass,

The Week's agenda includes
wisits to their evangelistic centres
by the ‘mother charch’® and
organising a useful prograrmme of
activities for the Regional Festival
on 30-5-81.

School honours two Alumini

The Manipay Hindu College
will honeur tomorrow (23-5-81)
two of her distinguished 0Id
Boys — Dr. James T. Rutnam,
Scholar, humanist and pelitician
and Prof. A. Siopathamby, the
outstanding obstetrician and gy-
paecoligist of Sri Lanka.

Dr. Rutnam isa scholar gifted
with many talents whose main

field of research is archeoclogy.
~ In recognition of his work in
this sphere the University of

Jaffoa at its first Convocation last
year conferred on him the Degree
of . Doctor of Letters Howoris
Causa.

Professor Sinnathamby is an
FRCS (Edin) FRCS (Epg) and
MRCOG (Gr. Britain) and is the
second Sri Lankan to hold these
qualfications (The first is Sir Ni-
cholas Attyagalla a former Vice-

Chancellor of the University of
Ceylon.)
When the Second Medical

Faculty was established at Pera-
deniya, Dr. Siopathamby was the
first one to fill the chair of
Obstetrics and Gynaecelogy, IHe
has to his credit & number of
publications in Tamil and fext
books in medicine,
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Mr. V. N. Aiyathurai

" My master flogged me, Sir"
was the characteristically cryptic
answer given by Dr, Jobhnson to
a straight forward question put to
him by one of his admirers, ''Dr,
how did you become so proficient
in  Latin, " As against this ex-
pression please note the answer
" My master inspited me, Sir"
in response to the guestion "'Sun-
daram, How do you account for
your
speech? " These two questions
and answers are a measure of
the difference in teacher — pupil
relationships of the eighteenth and
the twentieth centuries in practlcal
education,

The latter approach to teaching
was peculiarly characteristic of
V- N. Aiyathurai, erstwhile deputy
Principal, Drieberg College, Cha-
vakachcheri, He adorned the por-
tals of that School till 1970 more
by his inspiring presence than by
the glamorous cluster ‘of his
qualifications at the end of his
name :- Ist class Traived (Tamil)
Eng. Teachers Certificate, Bala
Pundit (Madurai Tamil Sangam),
B. A. [Lond). Very qguiet and un-
assuming, (be could be annoyingly
Quiet sometimss) he flitted from
class to class while making his
rounds daily throughout the whole
School and agreeably surprised his
delinquent assistants by his know-
ledgeable winping smile. No harsh
word ever escaped his lips to the
discomfiture of any of his assis-
tants. He rather enabled them to
seek his counsel in the face of
difficulties and problems which
needed solution and indeed he did
help many an assistant with his
counsel in relation to school
discipline,

He helped to alleviate poverty in
the case of earmest and perseve-
ring students by recommending
scholarships and waiving fees,
" We were nurtured in the School
of poverty and bounteous are our
gifts” was the tacit reply to any
intended question. His discipline

. and administration in School were

thus society centred.

He would walk into an eighth
or higher grade class and take a
mote or less critical stanza from
a Tamil poetical selection and
explain only the more .difficult
words or phrases contextually and
get the pupils to puzzle out its
meaning and construction, thus
helping them to learn pregressively
even the grammar and syntax
involved, Thusa couple of stanzas
learned critically enabled his pupils
to wunderstand and eventually to
appreciate literature

Ope of his great ideals of
scholarship was Ganeshaiya the
Vidvaseronmani and grammarian
of Punnalaikkadduvan. Selfless
teaching and dedication to know-
ledge were the attributes of Ga-
neshaiya be used to say apd he
endeavoured to emulate him all
bis life.
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WSCF Assembly meets

in USA
The 28th General Assembly
of the World Student Christian

Federation IWSCF) iz scheduled
to meet from 11th to 22nd of
August this year at the Univer-
sity of San Francisco, California,

Some 250 participants repre-
senting about 100 National Student
Christian Movements are expected
to take part in this Assembly,

The theme of the Aésembly
will be " Come 1ot us rise uh
and build together, "

The WSCF Geaneral Aswmbly
last met in 1949 in North Ame.
rica, in Whitby, (Canada).

In brief

O The Salvation Army (Bri-
tain) —For the first time the
Salvation Army s appealing
directly to the business world
in Britain for donations to sup-
port what is described as Bri-
tain's second largest Social Ser.
vice Organisation next tg the
State.

Their attitude is that of their
Founder, William Booth, whn
said bhe would be willing
~“wash taidted monay in "ﬂ]‘”iears
of the widow and orphans it
would help,”

O Singapore expatriates — All -

expatriates taking up employ-
ment in Singapore must contris
contribute to a compulsory Stata
Saving Fund under g new
government order which requires
new comers to contribute 18}
percent of their earnings to
the CPF while the employers
will contribute ‘20 percent,

Although the CEF would pro-
vide them with a lump sum when
they leave Siogapore, it would
put additional - burdens on them
while they are resident in Sin-
gapore, There are an estimated
10,000 expatriates in Singapere.

O Professor Ulrich  Scheymner:
a prominent lawyer who was
one of the architects, after the
Second World War, to draw up
both Church and State Legis-
lation in the Federal Republic
of Germany passed away on
25-2-81 at 76 years of age,

He was decorated by Pope
Paul VI with the Order of St.
Gregory fer his ‘' Traly ecu-
menical stance " during his legal
caraer.

His service to his community
was unselfish and many a man
went to him for help in solving
his problemsand Aiyathurai never
failed to help. This multi phased
personality adorned both his school
and his community while he lived

and all his children, brought up
according to his vision of life,
it is hoped, will continue their

parental tradition of scholarship
and love to all around them.

A, Sivaguru

Subscription
Inland : Rs. 35/- per year.

Single issues are available at
the VARANY MISSION SALES
CENTRE, Model Market, Jaffna
at Re, H per - copy.
Apply to:

The Manager,
' Morning Star’, Vaddukoddai.

Chundikuli O, G. A.
- Union
Wedneada.@th June 1981

P mime

9:00 a. m.

raise Service
10-00 a. m,
12-00 Noon

Bu?ness Meeting
tich
1-00 p. m

Anual Subscman Rs, 250

Lunch CU? Rs. 15-00
Husbands of Did girls, Old boys

and thes ves are also
cordi welconie,

M - Wijayararjah
Secretary
498/1, Naval
Nallar South
Jaffoa,
FOR SALE

Drawing room suite,
Dining tables &

6 Chairs of Nedune wood.
Mootrie ' Bijo " Piano in very
good condition.

Could be seen after June 5th

] Mithirnthasan
College Lane,
Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM

M B Hmmmrw

e re—

In EveEr LoviNe MEMORY
OF

Emily Chellammah Rasiah
Called to rest on 21-5-79
A day of rememberence

silently kept of one whom
we loved and cannot forget

Remembered with love and
affection by yeur loved onmes on
your second death anniversary.

Tellippallai
AT REST

Mrs. Rosa Cooke, wife of the
late. Mr. W. P, A. Cooke —mother
of the late Mrs, Rasamany Wil
son and mother of HRajasingham
and Vijayam Cooke  expired on
Sunday May 3rd and was buried
at the general cemetery Kanatte
on 4th May 1981,

No. 2, Flower Avenle,
Colombo 7

Personal

Mrs. Apgela Tampiyappah
of the Uduvili Church Ileft
for the States last week to attend
an International Conférence of
the Child Evapgelism Fellowship
to be held from the 26th to the
30th of May at Illinois,

After the Conference she will
be following a trainisg programme
in Child Evangelism in US and
Great Britam. She will be away
for about three months,
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EDITORIAL
Asia Sunday ( 31-5-81)

In Januvary 1979, seventytwa delegates from eie‘_ren IAsi.‘m countries
met at Holy Family Convent, Wennappuwa (in Sri Lanka) for a
Theological Conference. :

Live-in programmes were arranged for the delegates in plantation
areas, villages and urban slums.

One of the delegates in an article be wrate subsequently on his
impresssions of the conference made a significant comment.

He said that in many places the delegates visited, they found
the protestant Churches, the Cathalic Churches andl the Budd_hist
stripas dominating. the scene “high above” while the villages remained
* down below."

“ Unless they come down ' quipped the writer, ' how will they
reach the people !

The innuendo rafarraﬂ obviously, to the abysmal poverty in
country where the single, gnawing imperative concern of many puopl'e
was to find food for the family each day, in contrast to the multi-
faceted religiosity which was evident in the ormate temples, viharas
and cathedrals which cluttered the landscape.

the

Asia Sunday this year should serve to remind us once .ngaiu
that our respect for the religion of our people will be meaningful
" only when it is based on, ‘' the reality of the people. ”

The story of a prisoner of conscience (age 27) in ome of our
countries where Christians are under persecution has a poignant lesson
for our time.

He was a novitiate in training for the priesthood before he was
jailed. On his release after a protracted period in jail, so strong
did he feel that the training for the priesthood had seperated him
from “ ordinary people” that he wrote to his General Superior that
he did not wish to be ordained.

The reason he gave was that his ordination as a priest may
become the first step in rising to power within the Church.

"We are living through a time when the need is for what a
writer calls " @n wuncluttered Christianity " when we will have to
hear the gospel from the poor and the oppressed and learn from
them ahout the ways in which we have contributed ro make them
poor and marginalised.

One of the criticisms levelled aénihst Melbosrne 7950 was that
the World Assembly on Evangelism did not shed enough light on
specific Asian predicaments,

The Asian Bureau Ausirdlic News Letter hasa comment which
is revealing as well as disturbing. It emphasises the point that very
often in our Asian Churches, people strain to see the gespel from
their own perspectives and are often disillusioned,

Wine, for instauce, to the aboriginal people, was an unhappy
aymbol and its use in the Eucharist to them had little meaning
because alcoholism had caused them too much suffering.

The following lines from Kevin Gilbert's poem The Black
Dyunkard reflects the sad overtones of a life seeklog to blot out
oppression and discrimination through " a flagon ™ i—

It takes more than just bible bashing,
To save all the souls that you hurt
With your greed and your cant

And your land thieving slant.

It only hurts me when I'm sober

The fact you have no honour as men

1 blind out that pain through my flagon
I'll try not to get sober again.

Rev. D. Howell Jones, one of the great thinkers of our time in

“ in The Expository Times reminds us that the Bible is a record of

*“a pilgrim people” :— ‘' He drives Abraham ont of his patrimony,

Francis of Assissi out of a comfortable home and Wesley ont of

the pulpits he loved.” God drives us says the writer sometimes
away from ideals which have become our " idols, "

As we observe Asia Sunday this year let us not forget that it
15 not the Chureh that is a solid rock in a world of flux. It is
Christ who is the same yesterday, today and for ever.

Anti - Aparthid movemenet in London

Trevor Huddleston, Archbishop
of the Church of the Frovince
of the Indian Ocean succeeds Bi-

Orlands apglican missions in the
Diocese of Johannesburg known
today as Sweto,

shop Ambrose Reeves (who died Hie Losk Nk !
in December 1930) as the New Crmr)‘or} a?::; ¢ thmiﬂi_fl Hok yolur
President of the Anti-Apartheid ¥ meviie nlwhite

domination in South Africa marked

‘and abiding

Movement in London.

It was in 1943 that Trevor
Huddleston was appointed Priest
in charge of the Sophiatown and

it is said "a turniog point in
the understanding of many people
in the Engligh speaking world "'

about conditions in S. Africa,

For the Record
The District Development
Council Law

Dr. Neelan Thiruchelvam who
was the member . of the Presiden-
tial Commisson on Development
Councils said yesterday that an
informed and alert Development
Council could be an effective
safeguard against arbitrary ad-
ministration at the district level.

He was addressing the mem-
bers of Colombo Rotary North on
“The District Development
Councils Law. "

Dr. Thiruchelvam said the
Couneil was the collective con-
science of the district, directing:
guiding and humaniziog the de-
velopmental process. This would
ensure that the benefits of acce-
jerated development were equally
shared, he said.

He then quoted the Prime
Minister as having said recently,
— " these are various resources
inherent in a respective district,
a culture of each distriet, customs
relevant to a district, a music
relevant to a district. These are
the things which bave been pre-
valent from time immemorial, There
is even a difference in the lan-
guage we speak in the respective
districts, "

That statement recognised that
internal development should be
rooted in the customs of a people,
if it were to acquire full meaning.
It emphasised the need for political
and administrative structures which

provided for collective creativity
and cultural diversity of differemt

distriets. He said the new insti-
tutions envisaged, would be so
fashioned to release the creative
potential of the people,

Dr. Thiruchelvam said the
Development Council was a de-
mocatically constituted decisien
making hody. The system of pro-
portional representation ensured
that decision making within the
Council reflected the interplay of
diverse social forces and group
imterests in a district.

The executive committee of
the District Council was the poli-
tical executive at the district level.
It was collectively responsible and
answerable to the people for the
implementation of the development
plan. There would need to be a
District Secretary, to be the bu-
reaucratic head of the district ad-
ministration, subject to the direct
tion of the political executive and
accountable to the Developmen-
Counecil, said Dr. Thiruchelvam.

The institutional void at the
village level needed to be filled
by the creation of an institution
which could make direct repre-
sentations to the Development
Councils, This would be on matters
which concern a village or clus-
ter of villages.

Structural changes. however
imaginative, become meaningful,
only if they improve the quality
of life. If this experiment were
to succeed, there should be a deep
commitment to the
sharing of power and responsibility
with the people,
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An Interesting Case of

Cheating
The Roman Catholic Atch-
bishop of Madras the Rt. Rev:

R. Arulappah has filed a case in
the Courts against one Ganesa
Iyer alias Prof. Paul for allegedly

cheating the Diocese to a tune
of |5 lakhs of rupees. Accord-
ing toa complaint filed by the

Archbishop, Ganesa Iyer claiming
tc be a research scholar in Hindu-
ism and Christianity with a
Doctorate in Philosophy cheated
him of 15 lakhs of rupees over
a period of 5 years till 1975,
He collected the money promising
to supply authentic documents on
the origin of Christianity in India
and by giving him Photostats of
forged documents.

Tho fiadings of Iyer included
that Tiruvalluvar, author of Thi-
rukkural, was a Christian and
some of the temples in the south
were Church properties.

Thecomplaint said that Iyer had
collected money in sums of 50,000
and one lakh stating that he
was going to Banaras or Calculta
for researeh work.

The Archbishop even arrang-
ed for his travels to Germany,
France and other  Eunropean

- countries and America in connee-

tien with his research. He met
the Pope at the Vatican and

informed him of his research
project,
The hoax came to light

when some of the Church mem-

bers started protesting againsg

the lavish spending by the
Archbishop on the ‘“research”
project. A complaint was lodged

with the police on their demand.

The Crime Branch police
registered a case under Sections
406 (criminal breach of trost),
420 (cheating' and 471 lusing as -

genuine a forged document),
and arrested Ganesa Iyer. They
raided his house and seized

rubber seals and copper sheet
pieces allegedly prepared by him.

Ganpesa lyer, who was releas-
ed on bail in July last, however,
claimed in an interview with
“Indian Express” that he fabri-
cated the documents on instroc-
tion from the Archbishop himself

and he was simply getting paid
for services,

A police spokesman said the
investigations in this case were
over and a charge-sheet would be
filed immediately after getting the
opinion of the Document Expert.

IN BRIEF

O The Vice-Chancellor of the
Open  University Mr. P. D.
Guoatillake, inaugurated the
University's first Professional
English Training Course at
Thurston College, Colomba on
4.5-81. Some 40 Executive
trainees from the Central Bank
constitute the first batch to be
enrolled, Their course will be
for one year during which period
they will follow & hours of
evening lectures every week.
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