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.Sﬂv-ation Army
Headquarters Complex

Commissioner John D, Wald-
ron, Territorial Commander, Ca-
pada will inaugurate -the Head-
quarters Complex at Galle Face
on 6-6-81.

The new buildiug is intended
to house some 85 middle class
working girls and living gquarters
for Salvation Army officials. The
property was bought by the Sal-
vation Army in the early twenties
for a sum of Rs. 35000. The
value now runs into several million
of Rupees.

The npew building has been
funded by the Salvation Army
of Capada and Sweden.

Colonel P. W. Perera is now
Territorial Commander in Sri
Lapka, Mr. Mallory Wijesinghe
is Advisory Board Chairman.

BDC Election

The Jaffna District
Electorates and DDC

Elections

The following is thc list of
‘electorates in the Jaffna District

and the total number of voters -

electorate

4 rai -
Hanipay—45541; Kopay—47121;
Udupiddy — 41211; Pt. Pedro—
32434; Chavakachcheri — 42221,
Nallur — 45314; Jaffua — 40170;
Kilinochi — 31338,

Total number of voters in the
Jaffna District is 46,3414, There
will be 425 Polling beoths in the
district. The highest number of
vaters in a Polling booth is at
Pashaiyoor (Jaffoa) (uremayud)
which has 2146 “voters. The least
number of voters is 25 which is
in a polling booth in Pt., Pedro.

« The DDC Elections will take
place in 17 Districts in the
country. UNP candidates have
already been elected in 7 Distriets
uncontested. The voting time will
be 7 a.m, to 4 p.m.

Personal

“ Who is who in
American Universities
and Colleges (1981)

The 1981 Edition of the above
publication has the name of a
Sri Lankan girl. She is Prebha
Thancharatnam of Uduvil who has
recently graduated from Wilson
College, Pennsylvania. with Hon.
ours in English (magnus cum
lfaude ) and has been awarded the
Academic Achievement Award at
Wilson.

Prebha left for the States in
1978 and joined Chambersburg's
Wilson College where she was
sponsored by Mrs. Joann Snider, of
Williamson, a missionary of ths
UCBWM wheo taught English at
Uduvil Girls’ College, 1976—197%,

Prebha was an outstanding
student at Wilson College and
her professor, in the school Alu.

‘8385 s Churc?us

Jaffna Diocese of the C. S. 1.
accepted as Member of

the C. C. A.

At the Seventh Assembly of
the Christian Conference of Asia
(C.C, A.) formerly the East Asia
Christian Council (E. A.C C.)
held in Bangalore from the 18th
to the 28th of May, the Jaflna
Diocese of the C.5.1. was one
of the six Churches newly admit-

ted as Member Churches of the
Assembly. The other five are:
one from Bangladesh, three from
Indonesia and ooe from New
Zealand.

There were seven delegateS
from Sri Lanka attending the

Assembly of about 400 delégates,
Four of them represented the
National Christian Council of Srj
Lanka and the other three, the
Church of Ceylon. The Ceylon
Methodist Conference and the
Jaffoa ~ Diocese of the C. 8. I.
respectively, ;

N. C., C.

1. Shirley ]J. S. Peiris, Genera]
Secrstary, N. C. C. (Anglican),

2. Rev. 5. 8. Arulampalam
(C. S. 1),

3. Mrs. Myrtle Jeyaveerasingam
{Methodist),

4. Miss Nelun
R

Gunasekera

5. Rev. Duleep Fernando (Methao-
dist).

6. Ven. J. J.
(Church of Ceylon).

7. The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar (Jaffna Diocese, C.S. 1.).

The Rev. A. C. Maihanara]
of the Jaffna Diocese attended
as an N, C. C, delegate to the
Asian Ecumenical Course which
ran parallel to the Assembly in
Bangalore.

Gnanapragasam

The following from Sri Lanka
have been elected to serve on the
various Commissions and Commit-
tees of the C. C. A, for the next
quadrennium,

I. Committee on  Mission &
Evangelism - The Rev. S. S. Aru-
lampalam,

2. Committee on
tions—The Rey.
seelan,

3. Committee on Youth—Miss
Nelun Gunasekera.

4. Committee on Women— Mrs,
M. Jeyaveerasingam,

5..Committee on Development
& Service—The Raey. Kenneth
Fernando.

6. Committee on Urban & Rural
Mission—Mr. S, A, Coilpillai.

The Rt. Rev. Lakshman
Wickremesinghe, Bishop of Kurg-
negalle was elected to represent
Sri Lanka on the General Com-
mittee of the C.C. A for the
next guadrennium.

Communica-
Wesley Jeya-

mnae Quarterly has stated that
supervising ber Honours thesis
on Hopksns has been one of his
" most rewarding EXperiences, '

She is the daughter of Mr.
T. Thancharatnam ang Mrs. Than-.
charatnam of Uduvil, She RITives
in 5ri Lanka, on 19.6.81,

Comment

Mission in the Third World

Though there are persannel
available in the Third World,
due to lack of financial resources
they are not able to send or share
them with Churches in other lands.
They do not have, as in the West
the benefits of the long establshed
structures for screening and trai-
ning of perscnnel for mission.

Although the internationali-
sation of missionary personnel has
been talked about for over two
decades, hardly any headway has
been made and generally each
Western Missien Bosrd and So-
ciety is interested in only sending
its own members to a Third
World country,

Uufortunately the present one
way traffic of missionaries from
the west to the Third World bas
had a few negative consequences
Unconsciously there -is a false
assumption that the Western Mi-
ssionaries and those that support
them are more spiritual and co-
mmitted and superior fto the
Christians of the Third World,

The colonial myths are un-
wittingly perpetuated in this way.
There is also a ‘‘weare all right"

————— - attituds. aud, g goosness 9 e

has made the people to take mi-
ssion as something which js re.
levant only te the Third World,

- There are people of excep-
tional abilities pot only in the
West but also in a poor undeve-
loped country. In the secular
international organisations, people
of different nationalities play cru-
cial roles,

There Is & false assumption
that the Churches in the Third
World would be deprived if the
available people
missionaries from
other countries,

are
these

sent
to

as
the

God in his mercy has blessed
his people in different lands with

varieties - of gifts,...., ... A self-
satisfied Church is g deprived
Chuarch and the fragedy is that

it does pot even know -its loss,

The South India Churchman
April 1987

Scope of DDC

Development will

the power to prepare De-
velopment Plans in regard to the
following 15 subjects :— Agrarian
services, agriculture, animal hus.
bandry, co-operative development,
cultural affairs, Education, Em.
ployment, Fisheries, Food, Health
Services, Housing irrigation works,
Land use and Land settlement,
Rural development and small and
medium scale industries,

Couneils
have

The Development Council has
No power to interfere in the affairs
of a Municipal in the
District,

Council

Death of Former M. P.
for Vaddukoddai

We regret to record the death
on Sunday (24-5-81) of Mr. A.
Thiagarajah, former M. P. for
Vaddukoddai under the SLFP
government and now the first in
the the list of UNP nominees
for the Jaffna District at the
District Development , Councils
Election to be held on 4.6-81,

Mr, Thiagarajab was shot at
by an upknown gunman on Sunday
and seriopsly injured after an
election meeting at Mavady, Va-
ddukoddai. He died at the Jafina
Government Hospital after an
emergency operation.

 Fisheries Minister Mr. Festus
Perera, Mr. Harsha Abeyawardene,
UNP General Secretsry and the
Prime Minister, Mr. R. Premadasa
were among these who came from
Colombo for the funeral.

Mr. Thiagarajah before he en-
tered politics had a great career
in Education. He was Principal
of Karainagar Hindu College and
retired from service to contest the
Vaddukoddai “seat in Parliament
which he won.

Mr. Premadasa, the Prime
Minister in his funeral oration en
Thursday (28-5-81) described him

bard for the welfare of others.
His message of unity and brother-
hood will, the Prime Minister

said, be remembered for ever in
this country.

Mr. A. Amirthalingam, the
Secretary General of the TULF
and Leader of the Opposition
issued a joint statement with Mr,
M. Sivasithamparam, President of
the TULF categorising the shog-
tiog as " meaningless violence
which would only aggravate the
hardships and problems of the
Tamil people.

All schoels in Jaffna were
closed on Thursday (28-5-81) as
a mark of respect for an eminent
educationist whose career as teacher
and Principal spanned more than
three decades.

IN BRIEF

O A/L O/L Examinations From
1982, the AE " Examinstlon
will be held only in April.
250,000 candidates are expected
to sit the August AL Exami-
nation (New Syllabus) this year
which  begins on 10-8- 81,
The G.C.E. (OL). 0id Sylla-
bus Examination will be held
concurrently with the AL Ex-
amination in August. This will
be the last OL Examination
on the Old Syllabus.

O Asia Sunday 1981 A Special
Service to be held at the Fab
Church, Jaffoa at 5 p, m. will
mark Asia Sunday on 31-5-81,
Asia  Sunday this year is of
special Significance as falling
immediately after the Seventh
Assembly of the CCA at Ban-
galore  which  concludes on
28.5.81.

The Rt. Rev. D, ]. Ambala-
vapar, the Bishop of the | DCSI
will be the Celebrant at the
Holy Communion Service, Rev,
S. D. Horshingston, the Arch-
deacon of Jaffoa will preach the
Sermon,
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THE MORNI

EDITORIAL

D D C Focus

“If we cowld first know whkere we are and whither we are
tending, we could betier judge what to do and how fo do it"

These werds have been attributed to Abrabam Lincoln, the 16th
President of the United States of America who directed the turbulent

forces of the Civil War "
" but to preserve the Union ™

not to abolish slavery ", as

he claimed,

If the object of setting up Development Councils in Sri Lanka
is mot merely to find a solntion to the outstanding problems of the
Tamil speaking people but also to forge pational unity in the country,

then it is imperative that we have the

“contemplation of an end "

towards which we are moving and a clearer vision of our intended goals.

Unpfortunately, our propoganda meetings and seminars on develop-
ment councils have given us the impression that we are, asa nation
entrapped in a vicions circle of self-accelerating problems and remedies.

Although President Jeyawardene has, on more than one platform

said that democratic processes will always be held
seem to

country, some of our leaders

in.yiulata in this

display in their speeches

perhaps nnwittingly, their pre-occupation with the task of ensuring
their continuance of their ideologies through DDCs.

Speaking ata propoganda meeting one of the speakers is reported
to bave warned the people of the district against voting for any party

{at the DC elections) which
with the ruoling party.

If the people do pot heed

As against this acecent on the political

this warning, the first
according to the speaker will be "

ideologically does not see eyes to eye

casualty,
development ” in their District.

ideology of the party

directing development as a major factor in the success of the develop-

ment thrust, another speaker

made an appeal to

the people to

eschew all political ldeologies for the moment and just cast their
vote for the party currently involved in massive development In the country.

Both these views appear to us to be maive approaches to the
problem. If development inthe Northern and Eastern provinces isto
be spear-headed by only the ruling party, the appointment of the
Presidential commission on Devolution wWas unnecessary.

So, was perhaps the critical and scornful

attitude taken up by

our present leaders towards the administration of loeal bodies, during

the heyday of the SLFP regime,
from a Colombo Secretariat directed

when a console of push buttons
local government departments

throngh “‘special commissioners” as kiog pins of the local administration.

It is also a nalve philosophy to divorca 'politics’ from 'develop-

ment, All development
John Paul II omece put it,

issues today are political issues. As Pope
“the arduous

s!mggle in the world

today is for daily bread and social fustice”

DDC polemics in Sri Lanka should purforce take into account
the masses of the country honest folk, born and bread as Charles

Dickens would say

"in a visible manner ”

who cannot be expected

to grasp any truth other than that what is really true.

As for the Left Parties, handicapped by low morale we can un-
derstand their partiality for the negative approach ef a boycott of
the elections, guoting Nepal B3 & contemporary example.

In our view it is indiscreet, in dealing with the masses, to urge

them to open the door for what we may, fer the
to be a lesser evil. For when one rule or healthy tradition

moment congider
is broken

we must remember that others are invariably weakened.

* Parties’

and what they stand for, have their own limitations.
“1f 1 could not go to heaven but with a party,

1 would not go

there at all ” said Thomas Jefferson, the architect of the American

Declaration of Independence (1776).

Development Councils, although constituted on a party basie are
ina sense pbove party politics. They areas Dr, Neelan Tiruchelvam

has pointed out

‘" the collective conscience of the District .

The focus of this vision should not be lost on the nation, far
above and beyond the, chronology of political events in Sri Lanka.

Correction
In our Editorial

page

of 22-5-11 on Asia Sunday, there is an error in
4, The word ‘stripas’ should read stupas.

New CSI Bishop

Rev, M. C. Mani,. a member
of the working Committee of the
C.S.I. Synod and Clergy Secret-
ary of the Diocese was consecrated
and installed as the Bishop of the
Madya Kerala Diocese on Sunday
3.2-81 at the Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral, Kottayam.

Thig ie the first time in Kerala
that the three Churches — CSI,
CNI and the Mar Thoma Church
had joined togther in the rites
fer the consecration of a Bishop,

The 53 year old Bishop suc:
ceeds Rt. Rev. T. S. Joseph who
retired on attainiog the age of
g5, He ig the 9th in the line of
prelates,

The most Rt. Rev. Solomon
Doraiswamy, the Moderator of the
CSI led the Consecration at the
altar of the 140 vyears old ca-
thedral built by Benjamin Bailey
the Pioneer CMS Missionary.

The Moderator was assisted by
the Most Rev. R. S, Bhandare the
Moderator of the CNI and the
Most Rev, Thomas Mar Athana-
sius, Suffragan metropolitan of the
Mar Thoma Church. The Rt,
Rev. K. C. Seth, Bishop in North
Kerala preached the Sermon.

A civic reception was accorded
to the new Bishop at CME Cal-
ege Hall,
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Living in Christ with People
Seventh Assembly of the CCA

Theme

The Seventh Assembly af the
C.C. A. took asitstheme 'Living
in Christ with People' and con-
sidered varicus aspects of that
theme as it related to the life
and struggles of Asia's peoples.
The keynote of the addresses of
the Presidium consisting of 4
Church leaders was presented by
Mrs. Chithra Fernando, the Sri
Lanka Member of the Presidinm.
The General Secretary, Dr. Yap
Kim Hao's address was also based
on the theme. The Conference
considered how the Churches were
called to live in Christ with the
peoples of the Asia as they con-
fronted the structures of power,
as they strove to establish a truly
human community and to meet
the emerging challenges in this
continent, The Church’s renewal
was seen asa key to the Church's
faithfulness to its calling in Asia,

The Church and Human Rights

The Assembly reviewed the
work of the last 4 years since
the Sixth Assembly in Pepang
in 1977. The Assembly noted
with regret the growipg tendency
towards authoritarianism and even
military regimes throunghout the
counfries of Asia. Securlty and
development, it was noted, were
being used often as the excuse
for: the denial. of human rights
The Church in Asia has the task
to bear witness to the fulness of
the human being as envisaged by
God for all peoples. The Churches
have to Jbe always vigilaot to
speak up for freedom and human
rights as basic for apny form of
society which claims to be truly
human.

The Assembly addresses

Only two of the planned
D. T, Niles Memorial lectures were

delivered during the Assembly.
The first was by the Rt. Rev.
Lakshman Wickremasinghe whose
address in his absence was read
by Dr, Preman Niles. The second
was by Dr, Choen - Seng Song of
Taiwan and presently an Asso-
cinte General Secretary of the
Faith and Order Commission of
the World Council of the Chur-
ches. Both the lectures tried #o
relate the main theme of the
Assembly to deep rooted tradi-
tional religious concepts from their
own cultural backgrounds. They
were both an excellent attempt
to restate 20th century Christian
faith through - traditional Asian
concepts,

The high point of the As-
sembly was the challenging and
stimulating address delivered by
the Rev. Torre, a Roman Ca-
tholic theologian who was only
recently released from a 5 year
prison sentence in the Phillipines.
His message which was shaped
by his experience in the struggle
of the Phillipine peasants was
most relevant and challenging,
The Rev. Torre asked that the
Church should match its vague
ideals with clear visions, a vision
of people truly liberated and set
free in Christ. To be with the
people is truly o participate in
the death and resurrection of
Christ,.

" The Assembly sessions were
held in the large new Auditorium
ef Bishop Cotton's Girls School.
Since the delegates were housed
in various hotels in the city, it
was & pity a fine opportunity fer
greater fellowship and under-
standiog, was lost., The Assembly
bowever, proved to be one more
milestone in the growing consci-
ousness of the unity- of God's
people in Asia,

Dw1ght ‘Eisenhower

General Omar Bradley, the
last of the great American generals
of World War II, passed away
in  April at the age of 88. He
graduated from West Point along
with Eisenhower in 1915. Out of
a class of 164 thirty rose to be
generals in the war. It bas been
called a class wupon which the
stars fell,

Bradley was called upen to
lead the American First Army
through the Normandy invasion,
the success of which spelt the
doom of Hitler's Germany. Im*
mediately afterwards Bradley be-
came Commander of the Twelfth
Army - consisting of 1,300,000
troops which constituted the largest
American force ever to come under
one man's command, With this
army DBradley led the sweep
actoss the Rhine,

At the Annual Commengement
{Convacation) of the Columbia
University held on June 1, 1949
Eigenhower, as President of the
University, conferred honorary
degrees on several distinguished
men and women amoog whom
were Hermon Muller, Nobel Prizs
Winner nud u)xp[l.'!l‘el.' in the field

and Omar Bradley

of heredity, Charles Wilson, the
Industrialist, Helen Reid, Cham-
pion of Women's Suffrage and
Education,, Arnold Toynbee, ths
Historian and General . Omar
Bradely, the soldier. Eisenhower
addressed Bradley as " My com-
rade on the greatest battle field
of America™ As I listened to
these words I felt it was &
touching tribute and a terse sum-
ming up of the intimate associ-
ation” of the two men in the
intrepid adventure of war against
a formidable enemy, America saved
the war and, what is more, they
also saved the peace through the
Marshall Plan named after Ge-
neral George Marshall,

This was said to be a war
to end all wars. Bat it is said
1o rellect that there has been a
crop of wars, though undeclared
all over the world since then and
there does not seem to be any
silver lining in the cloud. ' The
darker the world and the deeper
the virus of hate, the more glowing
must be our Christianity and the
more trinmphant the note of our
faith ",

LP.T;
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