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Emergency Lifted

The state of emergency de-

clared on 4-6-81 was lifted on’

10-6-81, The curfew and press
censorship also ceased to be
operative.

Church Leaders visit Jaffna

It was significant that soon
after the great man-made disaster
that overtook Jaffua from the
night of the 3lst of May onwards
one of the very first groups from
Colombo to wisit Jaffna to see
the situation for themselves and
help to establish fellowship and
understanding was the group of
Church leaders from Colombo.
His grace the Archbishop of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Co-
lombo, the Most Rev. Marcus
Fernando was accompanied by the
Rt. Rev. Lakshman Wickrema-
singhe, the Anglican Bishop of
Kurunegalle, the Rt. Rev. Swithin
Fernando, the Anglican Bishop of
Colombo and the Rev. Soma Pe-
rera, the Chairman of the Metho-
dist Church, These leaders who
arrived in Jaffoa on Wednesday
the 3rd of Junme, looked around
and saw the devastation for them-
selves. They also met leaders of

the mmmumty. Churcl]. lasda.rs:n

. nf the pnhticul partms Wa trnst

this mission would have helped
" the people in the South to under-
stand the events clearly. Another
of the early visitors to Jaffna
soon after the incidents was Mr.
Pieter Keuneman, Geaeral
retary of the Communist Party
and former M. P. for Colombo
Central.
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The Jaffna® incidents
in -a nutshell

On 31-5-81, there was a
TULF Election Meeting near
Nachimar Kovil (on the suburbs
of Jaffoa town). Two policemen
on duty were shot at. Both sue-
cumbed to their injuries one al-
most immediately and the other
subsequently in hospital.

This incident sparked off a
flare in the Jaffna town area when
some,. 200 shops belonging to the
Municipality were gutted. The
house of the M. P. for Jaffna was
razed to the ground, the TULF
main office destroyed and a wing
of the Jalfna Public Library set
ablaze. The Eelanadu Press was
also burnt down.

The incidents wete not con-
fined to the Jaffna Town area
slone. The Chunnakan Market
(five miles from Jaffna) suffered
extensive damage. The Chunnakam
branch of the Jaffnoa Co-operative
and a ' Cool Bar' at the Chun-
nakam junction were destroyed
by fire. Shops in the Kankesan-
thurai and Nelliady bazaars were
also burnt.

Seven civilian lives are re.
ported to have been lost during
the week of Terror,

Sec. -

For the Record

TULF Parliamentary
Group meets

A meeting of the TULF
Parliamentary  group met on
9-6-81, The members of the group
have formulated five demands
which the leader of the Opposition
has submitted in Parllament :—

1. Police personnel allegedly res.
ponsible for the incidents in
the North should be trans-
ferred out and 75 percent of
the Police force in the Tamil
speaking areas should be
Tamils and Muslims,

2. All army personnel allegedly
involved should be sent out
and personnel necessary for
security, confined to the
barracks, i

3. An impartial inquiry must be
held by an iuternatiuna} or-
ganizations as the Amnesty
International or International
Commission of Jurists.

4. A Home Guard should be set
up under the aegis of De-
velepment Councils to protect
lives and property.

5. All miscreants involved in the
Jaffoa incidents should he

identified a:nd _punishe
“ tedress given to the wct:'ms.

Mr. Amirthalingam announced
that the TULF would boycott
Parliament until adequate steps
were taken to meet its demands
participating omly in the debate
of a Vote of Censure which the
party hopes to move in collabo-
ration with other Opposition
Parties, against two Ministers of
State for alleged interference in
the Jaffnoa Development Council
Elections.

Evangelism at the K. K. 5
Sanatorium

Messrs, S. Pathmarajah, Sp.
riyakumar Daniel, Wesley Gna.
pasekaram, Rex Armratnam, and
Prince Ratoam  visited
the wards, met the
members of the hospital staff and
distributed tracts. This was fo]"
lowed by a Service in the Sana-
torinm Chapel, conducted by Mr.
Prince Ratnam, Worker K. Ko
Church, on Sunday the 3lst of
May at 10-30 a, m. In all, about
22 people attended the Seryice.
Many present at the Service were
non Christians, We are made to
understand that this will be one
of the regular programmes of the
K. K. 5. Church and that Servics
in this Chapel will be held every
Sunday at .10-30 @, m,

ﬂl]

On the Second Sunday ef
each month the. Rev. D. R, Am-
balavanar, the Circuit Pastor
Kankesanthurai

for
conduct a
Holy Commuanion Service at the
Sapaterium Chapel at 6 P m,

will

patients and'

Thesis on American
Contribution

Mr. S. Jebanesan of the staff
of Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai
has secured the Master of ArtS
Degree from Peradeniya Univer-
sity for his thesis on " The Con-
tribution made to Tamil by the
American Missionaries who ser-
ved in Ceylon ™

New Missionary at
Jaffna College

Dy. Robert Porter has joined
the tutorial staff of Jaffna College
His speciality is Enpglish Liter-
ature, He also teaches German
and French. A person of wide
interests, he has already plunged
himself into the life of the school
which has been enriched by a
long succession of dedicated teach-
ers from America more than for
a century.

Personal

Cyrus Selvajeyan Mills
(Bo) has been successful in the
Final M. B. B. 5. Examipation of
the Vellore Medical College.

He is the son of the late
Mr. C. T. Eth[rinayagm MlIls
and of Mrs. ialar M
“Green Villa, ni&ma S
Selvajeyan  won the Gold

Medal for the Best sportsman of
the Year (1979) at the Medical
College.

He is an Old Boy of St.
John's College, Jaffna.

In brief

O The Union Bank of Middle
East — the Dubai based bank
with an authorised capital of
57 million US dollars opened for
business in Colombo on 2-6-81,
It hopes to specialise in the
promotion of the impart and
Export trade between Sri Lanka
and the Arab World, The Ge-
neral Manager of the Bank is

Mr. H. Mc. Hong.
O The Depariment of Mass
Communication of the NCC

will inaugurate the Kala Ken-
dra  (Arts Council on 17-6-81
in Colombo. The purpose of the
* Coucil iz to encourage and
propagate indigenous forms of
art like drama, music, poetry,
puppetry ete. ete. Mr. Felix
Premawardana  is  Director /
Secretary of the Departmet.

QO The Batticalloa University
College, according to an order
made under the Universities
Act by the President. Mr. ]. R.
Jeyawardene will be established
on August First this year. This

College, affiliated to the Uni-
versities of Peredeniva and
Colombo will have a Faculty

of Science, a Faculty of Agri-
culture, and a Department of
Animal Science under the Fa-
culty of Agriculture, Economics,
Mathematics and Management,
will constitute part of the
Faculty of Science.
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Visit of Former Missionary

Mrs. Joann Snider, who was
gerving at Uduvil Girls’ Csllege
as a Missionary from September
1976 to August 1978 will be on
a short holiday in Jafina from
21st of this month,

Birth

Mr. & Mrs. E. N. Nesarat-
nam ( Rajah and Mala ) of Kuala
Lumpur have been blessed with
a baby girl, Sonia, on
Thursday the 1lth June, 1981,
The parents anq grand-parents
Mr. & Mrs, E. V. Nesaratnam
and the Revd. and Mrs. Ratna-
rajah receive this precions gift
of God with thanksgiving and
praise.

IN MEMORIAM

e s

In EVER LOVING MEMORY
OF

Christy Rajakone Saverimuttu
Died 7th ]une 1980

e

our lots are cast
Together in the days
behind ;
1 may but say,
I hear o word
Of memory murmnring
the past”
Fondly remembered by your
devoted wife, Sybil and
other lovep ones.

27, Central Road,
Batticalloa.

IN MEMORIAM

EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

Cyrus T. Ethirnayagam Mills
Called Home : 28-6-1978

In God's own fime our eyes
shall see the face we
loved so well.
Fondly Remembered and
sadly missed by all his
loved ones.

IN

" Green Villa "
Manipay.

O The following allowances
have been approved for Deave-
Jlopment Councillors — Chairman
Rs. 1500 per mensem, Rs, 1500
per mensem, Rs, 500 entertain-
ment allowance, an official ve-
hicle and driver. Executive
Committee Members — Rs. 1250
per mensem, Elected Councillors
= Rs. 1000 per mensem,
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EDITORIAL_COMMENTS

On Cataclysmic Events in Jaffna
( May 31 —- June 5)

“ Dastardly acts”

President Jeyawardena is reported to have told a |11amm9th
gathering in Colombo on 1.6 81 that the people who were relsponmble
for the 'dastardly acts' in the North have gone out of their senses.
In. the same breath he is reported to have said that the members
of the TULF should disassociate themselves from these acts.

Since making this speech, the President sent his own team tlu
Jaffina comprising the Secretary and Additional Secretary of the Mi-

. nistry of Defence and the Secretary of the Cabinet, to report to him

about the actual situation in the North.

We also know that among the first to arrive after the
cataclysm in Jaffna was a team of Church Heads from the Sonth
followed by the leader of the Communist Party.

Reports from these sources, far removed from eah other in .thair
ideological affiliations would have, we are sure, given to the President

& clearer and fairer picture than the one he had when he made

the speech on 1-6-81.

It is now na secret who the alleged ‘'insurgents” were, and who
should disassociate themselves from these ' dastardly acts’.
An Ominous Momentum

The skyful of planes and helicoptors which toucheed down‘at
Palaly at all hours of the day during the days preceeding the election

. and the unusual conglomerate of motor vehicles that was found in

and around Old Park were, tothe average citizen in Jaffna, a dis-
turbing phenomenon amounting to a foreboding of dismal bappenings
before the actual eruption on 31-5-81.

It is a sombre reflection that the DC polls in Jaffna intended
to inaugurate participatory democracy in this country, asan_ultimate
solution to the problem of the Tamil speaking minorities should have
been overdone in the North to the point of a hostile confrontation
between the UNP and the TULF — the former using its political

~might to challenge the latter in its own fort,

The Polling Day

Even as the people in Jaffoa quened from early morning in front
of their booths waiting Jong hours for ballot boxes which had not
arrived, there was a tension pever before witnessed in the history
of Elections in the North.

All shops were closed because of the looting and destruction on
the previous night. News had already gone round that the leader
of the opposition and a few TULF MPs have been arrested in the
early hours of the morning on election day (4-6-81). The news was
at first thought to be the work of rumour mongers. But it was found
later to be painfully and surprisingly correct. i

In the meanwhile, helpless traders, their faces etched in pain
were scurrying in lorries and tractor - trailors, perched precariously
atop their piles of goods and movables for safer bavens from ma-
rauders whose identity even then was not a blank.

We wish the Development Council Election in North (a flam-
boyant event in our political annals) had been held under happier
auspices. At any rate there need be no regrets. "An easy comguest”
it is said "is no victory ",

New Depths of Depravity

The burping of a wing of the Public Library (the Reference
Section ) and the ignominy inflicted on a Member of Parliament
and his wife are paroxysms of savagery almost without parallel in
any civilised country.

A good book ", we have studied in our school days” is the
precious life-blood of master spirits embalmed apd treasured up to
a life beyond life ",

The burning of books is an act which cries to the conscience
of the World. No one can now pass by, the Jaffaa Public Library
without a koot in his stomach.

It isalso ironical that while the government has of late appointed
a Select Commiites to protect Members of Parliament against mali-
cious reporting in the Press, with a view to giving recognition to
their stature in natiooal life, a Member of Parliament in the Norih
has been treated to the utmost ignominy that could be imsgined to
a man in his position.

In every area of human existence the wheel turns and what
today 15 a fate of a Northern M. P. may well be the fate of an
M. P. in the South er East unless every effort is taken to flush
out, of their secret abodes, the savages that perpetrated such crimes
in the North,

New Shadows

New shadows have certainly fallen across the cotintry with " the
Incidents in Jaflna ", For the first time in the history of Parliament,
the 'II'ULF. as the second . largest political party in . Parliament bhas
submitted an ultimatum to the government giviog five conditions
ppder which they would attend Parliamentary sessions,

DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS

by Professor ‘A. J. Wilson
Chairman, Department of Political Science
University of New Brunswick, Canada

The States in the Indian and
Malaysian federations can, in addi-
tion, be coerced in various ways
by their central governments. In
India, economic development is a
subject  reserved for the federel
centre. An English authority on
the Indian political system, Pro-
fessor W. H. Morris - Jones bas
stated in his The Government and
Politics of Indie that Indian’s
federal Planning Commission esta-
blished by Mr. Nehru in 1950
“was one of constitutiopal struc-
turing in the cause of strong ecn-
tral direction of governmental ceo-
nomic programmes.” In 1952 a
National Development Council
was set up as a high-powered
body consisting of the Prime
Minister of India as its chairman,
the Chief Ministers of all the States
and the members of the Planning
Commission. This Council began
to accure great powers to iteelf
so much so that K. Santhanam
a member of the Indian Finance
Commission remarked in 1960
that "the position of the National
Development Council has come to

' approximate that of a super-cabi-

pet of the entire Indian Federa-
tion, a cabinet functioning for the
Government of India and the
Governments of all the States.”

Nor is the situation in the
Federation of Malaysia mach
different. National economic de-
velopment is a subject assigned
to the Federal Government of
Malaysia in the scheme for the
distribution of powers between
the Federal Goveroment and the
State Governments. The Federal
Government has used this power,
in the name of economic deve-
lopment, to invade the spheres of
authority enjoyed by the States
in Malaysia. As in the case of
the Indian Federation, the Ma-
lasian Federation, provides for a
National Finance Council which
is composed of the Prime Minis-
ter of Malaysia, the Federal
Minister of Finance and the Chief
Minister of all the States.

-

Both the Indiaa and Malay-
sian examples bring out two con-
cepts which are valuable for the
Distriet Development Councils of
Sri Lanka. In practice both in
India and Malaysia, despite the
sweeping powers enjoyed by the
Federal Governments, there is,
what political scientists have
chosen to call, bargaining Jede
ralism and cooperative federalism.
In the world of real politica al
that this means is that the Fe-
deral Governments and State
Governments do not func-
tion in water-tight compartments,
each asserting their respective
powers, as prescribed in their
constitutions. No fedéral system,
not even the federal systems of
the western world, could function
if this were to happen. The fact
of the matter is that federal
governments enjoy a plenitude of
financial powers. They are there-
fore better placed to coerce their
state goveroments to carry out
their policies. When it comes to
it however there is a great deal
of give and take between federal
governments and their state gov-
ernments. Bargaining and coope-
ration are therefore the cardinal
tenets in any successful federal
system of government.

The instruments for a bargain-
ing and cooperative federalism are
available in the District Deve-
lopment Councils system of Sri
Lanka. The key to the proper
working of the system is to be
found in the Executive Commit-
tees, the cabinets in the districts.
unlike in the case of the Indian
or Malaysian federations, the
Executive Committees cannot be
dismissed at will by the central
government., As has been stated,
if an Exzecutive Committee. Is
dissolved by the President of Sri
Lanka, owing to irreconcilable
differences between it and the
District Minister, another which
commands the confidencz of the
District Development Council must

(to be continued)

The government on its part while making certain haltering ad-
missions about those who were responsible for °the incidents® in
Jaffna bas been voeal in its condemnation of the Eelam cry of the
TULF and its supporters and of the death of 19 policemen over

the years 1977 — 1981,

*

What the future has in store for the Tamil speaking people is

yet to be seen.

But one thing is patent to any observer of the political seene
in Sri Lanka today. Where fear becomes ths dominant motive of
both government and people, the most important services in a country.
are the police and the secret services. :

The Final Goal

Amid the tumultous scenes of

last week in Jaffoa, we wer,

happy to receive Dr. A.]. Wilson's article on "Development Councils
a promise he made to us as early as August 1980,

The article, bas been well timed and we quote this significant
extract where the writer puts his fioger on the central issue

which colours our time:;—

" The scheme grants many of the essentials of the Tamil
f:lnmnudl for autonomy. There is ample scope for its improvement
in details. The entire set up can be entrenched in the Constitution,

\ All this could be a chieved if the leadership on both side,
ts prepared to co-operate in the working of the new system
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