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Ordained to the Diacnna_te

Mr, J. E. Mather, Worker at
Anaicottai and Mr. Nesakumar
Kadirgamar, Worker at Ecrlalai
North, were ordained to the Dia-
conate of the Jaffna Diocese on
Saturday, lst of August at 7.30
a. m. by the Bishop, the Rt. Rev.
D. ]J. Ambalavanar at the Cathe-
dral Church, Vaddukoddai.

The Rev. J. J. Ratparajah
was the preacher at the Service.
He chose as his text, Exoduse
17(8) — " And Moesées -said unto
Joshua, choose us out men, and
g0 oui fight wiik Amalek, tomer-
row. 1 will stand on the top
of ¢he hill with the rod of God
in my hand",

Rev. Ratnarajah said that it
was costomary on occasions like
this In years gome by, for two
"“charges” to be given, one for
the candidate and the other for
the Church. Though the practice
exists no more, the tradition un-
derscores an important truth,

The Church and
ter are engaged in ‘a struggle’.
In this struggle the Minister of
the Church has to stand on
“higher ground"” if his Ministry

the Minister of the Charch p!-
jects and his spiritual statare will
determipe largely the success of

the Chnrech’s Mission.

As a Diocese, these are days
when we are thinking increasing:
ly of our future. The character of
our Ministry will be judged in
future not merely by our abi-
lity to find men to serve our
local needs but also men whe
will go out and lead the 'fight'
in new frontiers, X

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar led
the Litany,

The Bishop was the Cele.
brant at the Holy Communion
Service at which he was assited
by Rev. S. Sugunanandan, Rev,
N. W. G. Sugunarajab, Rev. Sam
Thampoe and Rev, D, R, Ambala-
vanar.

A Fellowship Breakfast follow-
ed where all those who attended
the Ordination Service were hos.
ted by Rev. ]J. K. Mather and
Rev., Nesakumar Kadirgamar,

Christians in Nepal

It is reperted that about fifty
Christians have been arrested du-
ring the last few months in Ne-
pal in the southern slope of the

Himalayas, situated between I'ndia
and Ching,

Two brothers both high schaoal
students who wanied to give their
mother a christian burial were
taken iato custedy,

: Following a recent referendum
lt_ is reported that a memo has
been sent oyt by the government
calling for 4 clamp-down on
SUriStians and myslims,

the Minis..

Resolution Forwarded

to His Excellency the

President of Sri Lanka

The Annual General Meeting
of the National Christian Council
of Sri Lanka held on 18 July
1981 empowered its Executive
Committee to consider the inci-
dents in Jaffna during the week
beginning 31 May 1981 and events
leading up to them, with a view
to submitting a Memorandum to
His Excellency J. R. Jayawardene,
Execative President of the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka.

“The Executive Committee of
of the National Christian Coun-
cil of Sri Lanka met at an Em-
ergency Meeting on 24 July 1981
and ,unanimeusly resplved to re-
quest His Excellency J. R. Jaya-
wardene, Executive President of
the Democratic Sdcialist Repub-
lic of Sri Lanka, as follows:—

(i) A Commission of Inquiry
should be appointed to investigate
the recent acts of lawlessness,
violenee, terrorism, arson and loot-
ing in Jaffna specifically covering
the period 31 May 1951 to & June
1981, and the events leading up
to them.
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terms of reference of the said
Commissions hould be agreeable to

all recognised political parties in
the country.
(iii) Permission should be

granted to members of Amnesty
International to be present at the
sittings of the said Commission
as Observers.

(iv] The said Commission
shoud be directed to complete its
sittings  within a period not ex-
ceeding six months and the Re-
port including the Findings and
Recommandathns of the said Com.
mission should be made available

The Rev. S. K. Perera Col. P. W,

Chairman, NCC.
5. H. Abeywardene
Hony. Treasurer, NCC,

Orientatibn Course at
Medical College

Dr. Dennis J, Aloysius, ad-
dressing the first batch of re.
cruits to the Private North Colom-
bo Medieal College, saidq that be-
fore attemptiog tg treat human
beiogs, it is necessary that medi.
cal  students should
themselves with the
man’s ancestry,

acquaint
study of

As important {o a Doctor as
the stady of Physiology or
tomy is the study of how man
evolved from the stone age tg
the present atomic age.

ana-

The Sumarians bad this ing.
cription  written down in g tab-

let:- " Here man, his days num.
bered, whatever he may do g
but wind ",

If as the Sumarians dig we
realise that man, whatever hig

Vice-Chairman, NCC,

to the public within one month
of its completion,

(v) All those responsible for
acts of lawlessness, violence, ter-
rorism, arson and looting should
be dealt with after fair trial by
normal legal process.

(vi) All victims who have
suffered loss of property or per-
sopal injury and the dependents
of those who were killed should
be duly compensated early.

[vii) Since the destruction
of the Jaffna Public Library is a
great npational loss, a Fudd should
be established for the speedy re-
building and re-stocking of the
Library,

(viii) All responsible for the
acts of lawlessness or interference
with the democratic process of
elections should be dealt with
after fair. inquiry.

(ix) Measures should be ins-
tituted immediately to restore the
confidence of all the people in
our country in the ability of the
Goverament to maintain law and
order,

- o e et S R e |
(57" A permanent Institution

should be established for the main-
tenance of peace, security and
racial harmony and for implement-
ing the recommendations of the
said Commission of Inquiry.

The Executive Committes of
the National Christian Council of
Sri Lanka, further requests His
Excellency the Executive Presi-
dent of the Democratie Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka, to invite
in International Institution like
International Commission of Jurists
to investigate the incidence and
causes of racial temsign in our
Country and make suitable re-
commendations.

Perera The Rev. S. S, Arulampalam
Vica-Chairman, NCC,

Shirley J. 5. Peiris

Gen. Secretary, NCC,

The Colombo
Municipal Council

The Colombo Municipal Coun-
cil at its meeting on Monday
27-7-81 has decided that members
should volunteer contributions from
their allowances to re-build the
Jaffna Public Library. The Mo-
tion was moved by My, D, W,
Abeyakoon, an SLFP member of
the Colombo Municipal Council,

race, creed or nationality arose
from one stream and is but g
mere * wind ” in thig planet, living
tor around 70 years then we will
begin to treat our brother as a
fellow human being,

When a student of
Bels this clear in hie mind, it is
then that he €an. go out of its

portals as a good and distinctive
doctor,

NCMC

Annual Essay Competition
For young people

Ages between 10— 14 and
15— 18 years

Please apply for particulars
immediately.

THE BisLe Housg,
293, Galle Road,
Colombo 3.

Methodisi Church
Golden Jubilee Celebrations

The Golden Jabilee Celebra-
tions of Kollupitiyva Methodist
Government Tamil Mixed School
had as, a novel feature, a special
programme for fifty days.

The school in Hudson Road,
Kollupitiya was founded by Rev.
(Dr.) James S. Mather in 1930
with funds collected from his
friends and supporters.

There was a Public Meeting
on the climactic day (6-8-81) In
the school hall. The Hon. Mr,
Thondaman, presided. A Bust of
the Founder was uaveiled by the
Chairman, Minister Thondaman,

. Nallaratnam w
in his report acknowledged with
gratitude the assistance that has
always been extended to the
school by the Methodist Chureh,
Kollupitiya,

Bill provides for Aborigines

The Pitjantiatiara Land
Rights Bill passed in the South
Australian Parliament provides for
Aboriginals in the State to own
one-tenth of the State—an area
as big as Tasmania,

The Bill has attracted a good
deal of interest and has been
commended as a model within
Australia for reaching agreement
between indigenous people and
goveroments.

China's Population
Problem

China's population is believed
to be in the region of one biltios.
Over 65 per cent of the popala-
lation is under 30 which means
even if the government's econo-
mie incentives to limit families to
one child, are snccessful, the po-
pulation will continue to increase
in sigoificant numbers for the rest
of the century.

1N BRIGH:

O Agency Post Office Work :
Six private concerns in the city

has been allowed to handle
agency post office work from
15-7-81

QO Private ccaches around 7000
private coaches have been regis-
tered with the R M V but only
3000 with the Ministry of private
Omaibus Transport.
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EDITORIAL
A People Adrift

It is estimated that there are currently sixteen million refugees
adrift in the stormy seas of world politics, the saga of 1ndo-China’s
" hoat people’ being the most dramatic,

Less dramatic though, the saga of our Tamil youth 'adrift’ in
West Berlin has captured our national headlines for days on end,
during the last fortnight.

The picture projected is of a group of Tamil youth wI.Js hn.va
sought, under false pretexts, " political asylum' in West Berlin, with
a view to making a fast buck in a developed country, at the expense
of blurring the image of their own country.

‘The. fact of the matter is that since 1979, a total of 3960 Sri
Lankans (CDN 15-7-81) have attempted to enter the GDR.

But the July 1981 exodus of Tamil youth seems to have raised
more eyebrows than any other exodus, because perhaps of its close
proximity in time, to the Junme 1981 " incidents in Jaffoa ",

Whether the exodus is due to a 'pull factor’ in developed coun-
tries or ‘a push factor' in the home country is, for our purposes,
immaterial.

No one, we believe, can be happy over such large numbers of
our Tamil yduth, leaving their homes is search of pastures green,
and living in a foreign country enduring the bitter experience of
sudden uprootedness.

But, on the other side of the " ledger”, is the present upedify-
ing situation particularly in the Northern part of the country.

" Disappearances? of Tamil youth have been a nightmarish ex-
perience with the Jaffoa parent. The problem has assumed pew
dimensions recently when, according to a news report in Thinapathy

 (4-8-81) both the Army Commander and the Inspector General of

Police have made a statement at the Appeal Court Colombe that
a certain Tamil youth (earlier reported officially to be in custody)
bhas not been arrested by the army or the police.

In this dismal backdrop, many a Jaffoa parent seems to be of
the view that even if the cards are heavily stacked against his son
to obtain gainful employment abroad it is good for him to be at least
“safe” from a political climate which is painfully redolent of a woi-
lent confrontation at any time.

We sometimes wonder if the furore over Eelam is not currently
being overdone. FEelam has inflamed controversy in the country far
beyond the realm of reality, making Tamil peopls needlessly trauma-
tised by viclence and disruption.

Some of these unfortunate people adrift have, we note, endun-:d
also the stigma that they have fled mot from injustice but from jus-
tice pursuing them at their heels,

Preventive action, specific to this problem lies not so much in
organising & wide net work of propaganda on the .reasons fer the
exadus, as in recognising human rights and concentrating on long
term prospects to reduce conflicts which have a high potential for
generating political '‘refugees .

We haye read with considerable interest the comments of Minis-
ter Ronnie de Mel and of the Prime Minister himself, made on ﬁub-
lic platforms on the need for “peace and kamony”

oI : in the country
as a pre-requisite for pational health,

Buot the irrevocable fact remains that these two precious ingre-
dients of national well being, will be hard to come by, if one seg-

ment of the population of the country is constantly *‘ adrift™ for one
reason or the other,

It needs little emphasis, in the present context of Sri Lankan
annals, that national sovereignty has to be based on the articulation
of certai.n unmistakable norms, if it is to be meaningful to the whole
commupity,

The most important of this norm, underscored in
by Prof. A, J. Wilson in his Chelvanayakam memorial
livered in Sri Lanka is that the Tamils
own and #nof a group which could he tho
lable” or " unassimilable "

recent times
addresses de-
have an identity of their
ught of as being " assimi-

There cannot be a more compelling
volution Scheme”, a fair frial in Sri 72
Tamil ‘refugess’ living eclectically,
cariously in West Berlin,

argument to give the ' De-
anka, than the plight of the
adventurously and at times pra-

Uduvil Girls’ College

Miss C. V. Selliah has been
appointed by the Executive Com-
mittee of the Jaffoa Diocese of
the CSI as the Principal of Udu-
vil Girls’ College with effect from
1-1-82.

Miss Selliab graduated from
the London University in 1960,
and proceeded to the States in
}963 to do her Masters Degree,

: In 1975, she gained admis-
sion to the University of Oxford
for a year's study in its Depart-
ment of Educational Studies,

She has been associated with
Udavil Gurls' College as a
member of the staff and as Vice-
Principal for over 15 YEars,

the

3 She is the daughter of Mr,
K. A. Selliah, Principal Emeritus
ol Jaffos College.

The Jaffna College
Miscellany

( Centenary Publication )

The Centenary Publication of
the Jaffna College Miscellany is
a stupendous undertaking: For
thig remson, it is bound to have
its own flaws, mostly of omissions.

Gaps do occar. Certain pe-
riods in the evolution of the Mis.
cellany bhave been given more
prominence than perhaps others.
A larger representation of Alumni
in the section on What they
Remember would have been wel-
come. Possibly the response from
the Alomni to letters of the Edi-
tor was Dot emcouraging.

Some significant extracts (from
past Editorials, Articles or Prin-
cipal’s Reports ), that bave a mes-
sage for our time, published in

capsule form might have added
considerable lustre to the publi-
cation. -

But there is 'little doubt
that what we have in the pub-
lication reflects in truoe measure

the spirit of the institution. As
an alumnus ourselves for twelve
long years we feel proud that the
contribution Jaffna College has
made towards human dignity and
buman rights glows in the Cen-
tenary Publication in several of
the articles published.

Freeing a student from all
the shackles that bind him to
any kind of enforced hypocrisy,
was a conspiracy in our day at
Jaffna College.

We are heppy that this as-
pect of the Jaffna College tradi-
tion has been honestly portrayed
in the Centenary Publication of

Job Applicants for Nigeria

Local professionals who seek
jobs in the oil-rich African State
of Nigeria are’ mostly account-
ants, doctors.  teachers and epgi-
neers — The State pays princely
sterling salaries for qualified people.

But of late, Sri Lankan Diplo-
matic Missions abroad bave been,
we learn, reluctant to issue wvisas
to Sri Lanka for Nigerian govern-
ment officials,

The Chairman of the Pub-
lic Service Commission in Nige-
ria could not, we learn, come to
Colombo to interview applicants.

It is however reported that
the Labour Minister has made
R strong case to permit Nigerian
officials to come to Sri Lanka.

What has happened in recent
times appears to be that Nigerian
officials who could not get a visa
from India to Sri Lapka had
been interviewing and selecting
candidates in Ipdia.

Some 7000 Sri Lankans most-
ly graduate teachers are working
currently in Nigeria sending seiz-
able sums of foreign exchange to
Sri Lanka,

the Miscellany.

We only know too well the
difficulties today of getting out
an Enopglish puoblication of this
magnitude through the press. It
is only those who bhave, like Na-
poleon and Edison, polyphasic
sleep patterns that cam undertake
his task. 3

We congratulate Jaffna Col-
lege on the human capital it has,
to shoulder such responsibilities,

— Bdiior.

Anticipatory and Confirmatery Baptism
( FOR COMMENTS AND succas‘hons}
5y Dr. Lynn de Silva

( Continued from last issus )

Baptism of infants, as well as
baptism of adults can be antici-
patory.

(a) John's baptism was anti-
cipatory. John acknowledged this.
He said, "I baptize you with
water, but he will baptize yon
with the Holy Spirit”, (Mk. 1;
8 Lk. 3:16). Water  baptism
bad to be confirmed by spirit
baptism,

: (b) In the case of Apollos
water baptism was confirmed by
instruction  (Acts 18: 24-.28),
He knew only John's baptism,
He bad a thorough knowledge of
the scriptures, was instructed in
the way of the Lord and taught
correctly the facts about Jesus
(V: 25). But there was a gap
that needed to be filled. So
Aquila and Priscilla took him home
and " explained to him more
correctly the Way of God " (V, 25)
Anticipatory baptism was confirmed
by instruction,

() Even reception of the
Spirit is8 in a sesnse anticipatory.
In the narratives of Cornelius in
Acts 10: 44-48 and 11: 15.18,
the Gentiles who had already
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received the spirit were baptized.
By this act their faith was confi-
rmed and they were initiated into
the Christian church.

{d) Even the baptism of Jesus:

at which the Spirit descended
upon him, was in a sense anti-
cipatory. Jesus said, “I have a

beptism to be baptized with and
now I am constrained until it is
accomplished” (Lk- 12: 50 of,
Mk. 10: 38-39). The mission
which began with his baptism in
Jordan had to be completed by’
his blood baptism on calvary.
according to 1 Jhn, 5: 6- 8
water baptism and blood baptism
are complementary. The baptism
in Jordan anticipates the baptism

on Calvary and is confirmed by
ik,

From this discussion it is seen
that Baptism is the central act
of initiation, It can be sufficient
in i*sclf and may not require a
confirmatory actas in the cage of
Apolles; it may be Anticipatory
and_ require g conﬁrmatory act ;
or it may itself beg confirmstnr;
:ﬁ:, ;l;;}gl.w:th the regeption of

er No, QB.[100t25)81
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