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Transnationals and Mission
of the Church

For the first time, the World
Council of Churches organised a
Consultation in Eastern Europe
on the subject of Transnational
Cor;g"arntians.

The Consultations met at
Budapest from the lst to the Sth
of June this year on the theme:—
** Gocialist economies, transnational
capital and Christian responsibi-
lil!‘."

The meeting, :
some 20 bishops, ministers, pri-
ests and theological professors in
six East European countries, is
one of a series of regional con-
sultations to prepare for an luter-
national Conference to be held in
November this year in Bad Boll
(FRG) on " Transnational Cor-
porations and the Mission of the
Churches ".

The Budapest Consaltation
criticised the transnationals for
contributing to preserve a world
order which relies on " waste,
inequality and exploitation’.

attended by

According to the Director of
‘the Consultation, Marcos Arruda,
the aim of the meeting is to
sengitize the Christians towards
questions of economic and social
justice.

Secretary of the
Jaffna District Council

Mr. Devanesan Nesiah (46)
has been appointed by President
Jeyawardene as Government Agent
of Jaffna and Secretary to the
Jaffoa District Council.

Mr. Yogendra Duraisamy takes
up another appointment in the
government. ;

The Jaffna Public Library

The Mayor of Jaffna and the
Organiging Committee in charge
of the restoration work of the
Jaffna Public Library have been
. inundated with aid and promises
of aid from several sources,

In response toa call made by
the Bishop of Colombo the Rt,
Rev. Swithin Ferpando, the 100
Anpglican congregations within the
Colombo Diocese contributed the
special Sunday Collection at the
Church Service on 5-7-81 for the
restoration of the Jaffna Public
Library which the Bishop said,
thoogh an instituition in the North

was ''a pational wealth''.

The Library, as we mentioned
in our pews columns last week
was re-opened for use on 3-7.581
in the Jaffna Town Hall.

Part of the Jafina Public

Library which was
will not be rebuilt, the Mayor said,
but stand as a monument in re-
membrance of the incidents that
took place in Jaffoa betwesn May
31, and June & this year,

burnt down
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JVP on Current Political
Trends

Addressing a propaganda rally
recently at Senanayake Park, Ba-
dulla, Mr. Rohana Wijeweera, JVE
leader has said that the interest
of Mrs. Bandaranayake was to get
TULF assistance to recover her
civic rights after the next gene-
ral elections and run for the Pre-
sidency.

He also alleged that SLFP
arganisers worked as TULF po}l-
ing agents in certain districts in
the North and East.

The fact that the SLFP did
not support the JVP at the DC
elections showed that SLIP's
interest was not in defeatiog the
UNP but in seeking their own
advantage through the DC elec-
tions.

Mr. Wijeweera also alleged
that the SLFP decision not to
raon at the DC Elections came
after consultations with the UNP

Mr. Upatissa Gamanayake
(JVE) who bhas been elected a
member of the Colombo District
DC, said that the Government
should solve the unemployment
problem to prevent the youth from
becoming violent or seeking live-
lihood by methods that hawe .
brought ill repute to the country.

SCM “ Senior Friends”
Discuss Jaffna Incidents

At a meeting of the Senior
Friends’ Fellowship (of the Stu-
dent Christian Movement ) held on
22-6:81, at Thimbirgasayaya in
Colombo, Mr. Reggie Sriwardena,
a member of the delegation from
the Movament for Inter-Racial
Justice and Equality (MIRJE)
which visited Jaffea after the
recent 'disaster’, led a discussion
on the tasks facing the citizens
of the country in the context of
incidents™ in Jaffoa.

The meeting was organised
by the General Secretary of the
Sri Lanka SCM, Kumidhini Rosa,

Among the decisions taken
at this Conference were (1) that
financial support be given to the
Jaffna  Puablie Library Fund
(2] That the Statement of the
Movement for Democratie Rights
and a Statement from the National
SCM be published (3) That
MIRJE be built up as a Mass
Organisation.

— Cor.

TULF Youth Front

At a mesting of the TULFE
Youth Front held at Vavuniya on
4-7-81, presided over by Mavai
Senathirajah it was resclved that

the TULF should boyeott the
proposed Commission of Inquiry
to probe the recent " incidents
in Jaffna,

Auother Resolution pledgead
Support to the Five-point de
mand of the TULF and support
to the Salyagraha Campaigns
carrled out in the

Northern and
FEastern Provinces.

Church News
Templeton Foundation Award — 1981

Dawie Ciceley Saunders, An-
glican pioneéer in the care of the
Dying and Founder of St. Chris-
topher’s Hospice in South London
is the winner this year of the
Templeton Foundation Prize ef
£ 90,000 which was presented to
her by Prince Philip on 12:5-81
at & Ceremony in London.

**She has challenged the ma-
terialistic assumptions that under-
lay much of modern medical prac-
tice and reinstated the spiritual
and personal methods for the treat-
ment of the terminally ill” said
the Foundation in annoouncing her
Award,

The Templeton Prize
first awarded in 1973 to
Teresa of Calcutta. -

was
Mother

Vatican Representative to Retire

Ven. Bernard Powley, Arch-
deacon of Canterbury since 1972 —
Church of England's first official
representative at the Vatican since
the Reformation will retire next
month [August].

Canon Pawley,
sonal representative in Rome of
the Archbishop of Canterbory and

- York since.-1960, the yesr that.
‘saw the establishment of the Vati-

can Secretariat for promoting
Christian Unity and the first meet-
ing since the Reformation between
an Archbishop ( Dr. Geoffrey Fish-
er) and a Pope.

Jampettah Chirch

Balasingam — Somasundaram

The marriage of Lionel Stick-
ney Jebasuthantharan, som Mr,
C. A. Balasingam and Mrs. Bala-
singam of Uduvil and Sherin
Jeyanthy (Sweeta), daughter of
Mrs. L. Somasandaram of Centre
Road, Mattakuliya, Colombo—15,
was solemnised at the Jampettah
Methodist Church, Kotahena on
18-6-81 at 4.30 p. m.

Rev. Govindarajah offiiciated—
Rev, L. N. Hitchock preached the
homily amd Rev. S, T. Aseerva-
tham offered the concluding pra-
ver and Benediction,

A Reception: was
the Dride's
kuliya.

held at
residence at Matta-

High Cost of Living
in Sri Lanka

Although the devaluation set
the value of the Rupee at Rs. 16
to one US dollar and Rs. 29.50
to one sterling pound, there has
been further devaluations and the
exchange rate today is Rs. 18-70
to one US dollar, and Rs, 40.52
to one sterling pound,

Ibe following figures as bet-
ween October 1979 and May 1981

are signilicant,

Oetabey
15685,

1979, 1 US dellar:
I sterling; Rs, 34-00,

s,

was the per-

LSSP Leader on Vote of
No-Confidence

The L, S.°5:. P. Eeader, DPr.
Colvin R, de Silva has, we learn,
in a statement he made held that
a Vote of No-Confidence Motion
agasngt the Leader of the Oppo-
sition by the government is com-
trary to Parliamentary traditions.

The Opposition Leader has
always to point out the foibles
of the government and criticise

its policies whenever it is neces-

sary. That is his duty. He need
not enjoy the coofidence of the
government,

While, it is possible far
Opposition Parties “to bring in a
Vote of No-Confidence against
their Leader, the government at-
tempting to do so is notin order.

Mr. A. Ponniah, an M, P. from
Malaysia who visited the island
recently also expressed the opi-
nion that such a Vote was ' im-
proper .

In_ brief

O - Speculation exists among gov-
ernment sources whether the
seven members of Parliament
of the SLEP and the single
member of the Cnmn}umstPsﬂy

Cowill be
to the District 'ﬂdi’{élﬂpmm 1
Council.

Q It is learnt that the QOppo-

sition Farties will boycott the
No-Confidence » Motion  to be
moved on the Leader of the
Opposition on July 23 — 24,

At Rest

Mr. J. 5. Ariaratnam
Danforth, J. P.

The death occurred on 7-7-81
at a Private Nursing Home in
Jaffoa of Mr. ]J. S. Ariaratnam
Danforth, J. P., retired General
Manager of the Jaffoa Co-opera-
tive Provinciai Bank,

The fuoneral Service took place
at his residence at Uduvil on
8-7-81 at 4 p.m. Rev. N. W. G,
Sugunarajah officiated, assisted by
Rev. Sam Thampoe. The Rt.
Rev. S. Kulandran - preached the
Sermon and Mr. .C, E. Rajasin-
gam paid the tribute.

Mr. Ariaratnam was the Trea-
surer of the Uduvil Church for
six years, and was a delegate to
the Council from the Udavil
Church for twe years. Il health
prevented him from involvement in
Church activities in recent years.

The family mourners were :-
Mr. and Mrs. Balachandran (son
and dauvghter-in-law), Mr. and
Mrs. Anton Rajadurai (daughter
and son-in-law) and Messrs, Sel-
varatnam Danforth and Davarat-
nam Dau[urth [brothers]

Rs. 6:96, 1 In.

1-80.

| Japauvese yen:
dian Rupee: Rs.

May 1951 :- 1 US dollar:
Rs. 18:70, 1 sterling: Rs. 40-52,
1 Japanese yen: Ks, 8:53 and
1 Indian Rupee: Rs, 2-19,
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EDITORIAL |
Normality in Jaffna?

which is invariably asked practically in every letter

uestion
ik rom friends outside Jaffoa is:— Has Jaffna come

we now receive f
back to normal? ol

Ounr answer is an emphatic ‘yes' and an equally emph:t:.‘: n::rs.
Of course, no armoured cars now patrol our stra?ts. No elct:i "
clatter across the sky. Not many clusters f:lf policemen are 5e
strategic points. Jaffoa is comparatively quiet.

There is some deafening noise but its_decibel cc_]unts dfm‘t v;rn:;y;
us, It is the clangor of hammers and drills on ellther 51c!u ab x
corridors in the New Market, denoting that Jaffna is back "to busi

ness as usual .

It is inspiring to see people and places rebound after a disuste:.
to sce human faces light up again to rebuild a new hope on the
ashes of the old.

But endurance in adversity and temacity under attack shonld not
blind us to eertain cardinal facts.

The ' incidents in Jaffoa™ [1981) ecannot, by. any stratch. of
imagination be dismissed only as the work of "disgruntled police-
men”, [a large number of the 19 policemen reported to have been
Killed from 1977 — 1981 are Tamils].

The targets chosen for the attack in Jaffoa wsr? selective : —
a public library, three bookshops (scattered in their location ), a Press,
publishing a popular Tamil Daily, the house of the M. .P. for ]gﬁ?na.
the head office of the Tamil political party and the business prarm.ses
of a Tamil business man who specialises in private transport service.

‘The tragic scenario in Jaffna after the " incidents" r.e.ﬁacts a mot't:
vation more sophisticated in its character than a mere disgruntled
disposition of an augmented police force.

It is this aspect of the devastation that disturbs today the citi-
zens of Jaffna and this phenomenon undoubtedly will colour all nego-
tiations and discossions between the government and the Tamil peo-
ple in the months ahead,

In a gush of zood will, Prime Minister Premadasa, during his
five-day sojourn in Jaffna early this year, ordered that the desecrated
monuments of the nine young men (who died on the climatic day
_ of the ICTR Conference in Jafina on 10-1-74) be restored befere he
leaves Jaffoa., The order was promptly carried out.

But such gushes of good will and haud-‘nuts_ have unfortunately
been nothing more than happy inferludes between tawdry scenes of
carnage and destruction, from time to time,

Even our Commissions, well intentioned as they have been, have
proved to be only happy inferludes between tragic " scenes ",

The Sansoni Commission Report while condemning I}‘clam as &
contributory cause for the 1977 Aungust disturbances did not fail to
express consternation at the callous indifference exhibited by officers
lon whom the state had vested authority to quell disturbances) to
raise even a finger to help the victims in their plight,

against Commissions., But the fact remains that
both the Sansomi Commission appointed to probe the 1977 August
disturbances and the Select Committee of Parliament appointed to
probe police excesses during the 1979 Emergency, have only served
as Interludes.

We are not

They appear merely to have given a respite to the ''actors’ to

get ready for the next "' scene”.

+ It is now time that both the government and the Tamil Com-
munity accept the existential realities thai actually shape our des-
tiny in this country and agree on a pragmatic solution to prevent
the mext catastrophe that may befall the Tamil community, For,
beneath the normality of life in Jaffoa now, are barely submerged

apprehensions and tensions, which cannot be dismissed as uawar-
ranted.

The future may be unknown for us, as for all humanity,

But
we must be more aware of how precious is the present.

{Nﬂf the Tamil people made to Pre.
e T [ AR A O sident “Jz_aya'warde?lc aftlar the
Lankan annals the University s L LI L Tn 2
Grants Commission will set up 0 T B o .pub“c i
an Institute of Indigenous Me- vants who are yet ‘locked-out’
dicine at the University of since 18:7-80.
Ca]omho‘ Sri Lanka, Applica- Rev. Father Jeyaseelan will
tions bave already been called preside, '
for a Director for the Institute, o
According to  Suthanthir
O A Public Meeting is to be - the number of Tamil yU:F::,:
held on 18-7-81 at Veerasingham men who, sincs 4-4-81, have
Hall at 5 p. m., organised joint- " disappeared” s about 9.
ly _by ‘thelMovemgnt for Inter- Twenty seven according to gov-
racial justice and equality (N.R) ernment are under custody—
3_‘”‘] the Organisation for justice The appeal court, in Colomho
for the July Strikers (1980) in has called for information abou,
support of the Five requests of another 20,

Children as Active Partners in the Christian Community

( Continued from last issue )

Another helpful factor for
children is the increased partici-
pation of laity in the conduct of
worship. Interest is aroused by
seeing a parent or a friend read-
ing the Scripture lesson or lead-
ing the prayers. It suggests the
possibility that someday the child
also will be ready to share.

Nothing can take the place
of a clearly-constructed sermon.
The trend has been toward short-
er sgermons across the years.
Brevity can have impact. Words
and images can have a great
emotlonal power. Most children
would have no difficulty listeniog
to a fifteen-minute sermon, inter-
preting Scripture and addressing
human situations that included
children.

The participation of children
in worship is helped when they
can attend as members of a fami-
ly. This might mean their fami-
ly, or joining another family
group. They learn what worship
means through the response of
people with whom they worship.
The sense of reverence, and an
awareness of the transcendent na®
ture of God present in the midst
of the congregation have emo-
tional impact. (Incidentally, child-
ren should be seated near the
front where they can see and feel
involved, rather than in the back
where adults hope that they will
be peither seen nor heard).

~ There is currently much con-
cern about admission of children
to communion. Anglican and most
Protestant theologians today agree
that there is no theological bar
to the admission of children to
the Eucharist. Diocesan policy
varies considerably but there is a
strong feeling that if we accept
that there can be a Christian
child then it is difficult to under-
stand the basis on which such a
child is excluded from the Eucha-
rist. Present trends in eucharist
theology emphasize joy and thanks-
giving. Liturgies put less empha-
sis on sin and forgiveness, and
on the remembrance of Christ's
atoniog death. The words reflect
his glorious Resurrection and
affirm his presence among his
people. These are theological
meaniogs that children can more
easily understand, They can res-
pond more fully to joy than to
the solemnity which has marked
Communion rites until recent
years,

There ie much to be said for
making the introduction ta this
significant rite a memorable occa-
sion. For this reason, some people
advocate delaying the event until
the age of eight or evell ten,
By that time, children can begin
to feel the of the ser-
vice, learn (and have some un.
derstanding of ) traditional Eucha.
rist hymn and responses, and
interpret the meaning of the offer.

“Aow"

tory. They can comprehend, in
their own way the meaning of
bread and wine which they receive.
They may not uonderstand the

symbolism, but for every adult
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commnnicant the meapning i8
deepened with every experience
of life, and enhanced by all the
special oceasions remembered.,
The dificulty comes in trying to

teach children once-and-for-all,
without providing for continued
teaching in depth as the child

grows older, The time of confir-
mation would be one for re-think-
ing the meaning of Eucharist.
Prior to the admission of child-
ren to the Lord’s Table, Protes-
tant pastors, parents and other
laity must be clear as to their
ewn FEucharistic interpretation,

The Child in the Life of the Parish

It is taken for granted that
childrenr have special Ilearning
needs. They will not understand
the Bible, history, tradition, pra-
yer, the confession of faith, or
the Christian lifesty]a. unless they
are taught. This responsibility is
shared by parents and teachers,
The church as congregation has
the responsibility for assisting pa-
rents and teachers in this role.
Sometime, older and younger child-
ren can work together, Older
children and adolescents can help
young children learn. In addition,
they also learn as they teach.

A broader form of intergene-
rational learning has become a
trend in modern times. In order
that the intergenerational approach
may be productive both for child-
ren, youth, and adults, there must
be a nearly equal balance amopg
these three age groups. Neither
the younoger nor the *older should
feel uncomfortably in the minori.
ty. They need to work with g
broad theme of common interest
or councern. There must be g
variety of methods to interest all
ages. Discussion requires small
groups to include a broad age
span, with special concern that
adults be able to listen to child-
ren. The intergenerational ap-
proach includes single persons as
part of the church family as well
as giving children a sense of
their significances as members,

Learning activities, formal or
informal, are not the only times
at which childrro can be partici-
pants in the life of the parish,
It is easy to ignore their capa-
bilities for helping. Adults find
it quicker to do things for child-
ren than to adapt to their pace.

A mother busy at the -church
on a Saturday morning preparing
the altar, accompanied by a child
who assists her with the dustiné.
the shramadanga day in a small
village church whers children have
a wonderful time cleaning and
scraping the lower half of the
Church walls while taller adults
work on the upper half, the annual
bazaar including & stall for Games
of skill at which children are in
Char.g:.' are examples of children's
participation at parish leyel, Per.
paps such involvement is easier
In a small parish, but it could

be deliberately programmed for g
larger setting too,

(to be cantinued)
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