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St. Thomas’ College
Prize Giving

" Schools like St Thomas’
have come to a positon where
they must question how free they
actually are. The heirarchy of
the department of Education re-
fuses to recognise what many pri-
vate schools stand for” said the
Warden of St. Thomas in his
Report he presented on 28-7.81

on the occasion of the College
Prize Giving.
Dr. Stanley Kalpage, Secre-

to the Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation, the Chief Guest, said that
he was proud that St. Thomas'
was not guilty of measuring the
success of the college by the
numbers it sent to the Univer-
sity.

Mrs. Kalpage distributed the
Prizes. Jeevan Thiagarajah, the
Head Prefect proposed the Vote
of thanks.

Appointed Justice of the
Peace

Mr. J. M. Sabaratnamn B- A.
(Lond.) Manager of the Mercan-
tila Credit Ltd. Jaffna has been
appointed a Justice of the Peace
by the Ministry of Justice.

. tion was extended

Mr. Sabaratnam holdsa large

place in the life of the Comm-
unity in Jaifna. He is on
the Executive Committee of the
JDCS] and a member of the
Liturgy Committee of the CSI
synod, He is also one of the
Directors of Jaffna College.

Mr. R. N. Sivapragasam, at-
torney at-law, Mallakam has
been appointed a Justice of the
Peace by the Ministry of Jus-
tice. Mr. Sivapragasam is the
Editor of the ““Hindu Organ"
and President of the Saiva Pari-
palana Sabha, .

J_{Iﬁ_ﬂa YMCA

Shakespeare Drama
Competition 1981

For the third year in succes-
sion, the Lions Club of Jaffoa
has sponsored the YMCA Shakes-
peare Drama Competion.

There were eight eniries and
five were selected for the

finals,
For the first time

the Competi.
to  co-educa-

tional schools. Jaffna College was

the Winner,

Among the boys' schools, St
Johns got the first place while
Pt. Pedra Methodist College Girls’
School came first for the third

year in succession among the
Girls' Schools.

The following were awarded
Prizes for the best performance :

Devarajan Gnana Oliver, (Jaff-
na College ),

‘ Joy Devakadacham, (Metho
dist Girls' College, Pt, Pedra ),

-~ M. A Arulanantham, ( St.
Fatrickg’ Collega )

For the Record

SLFP accused of supporting
“Eelam ”

President Jeyawardene address-
ing the Executive Committee of
the All Ceylen UNP Women's
Union, at Ramakrishna Hall, Wel-
lawatte said that in Trincomalee
the TULF polled 2304 votes more
than the UNP at the DDC Elec-
tion. In 1977, the SLFP polled
in the Trincomalee district 20,841
votes, If one fourth of these
votes had been given to the UNP
in 1981, the Chairman would have
been one 'who did not advocate
the division of the country'.

The President affirmed that
Eelam had received support from
the present SLFP leadership in
Trincomalee and' the rest of
the Eastern Province.

"When they are in office,
they jail the TULF leadership,
govern the North and East un-
der emergency and postpone the
Chelvanayakam bye-election. When
in opposition they help the esta-
blishment of Eelam.

Anglican Synod on a
controversial issue

The Church of England Ge-
neral Synod has decided that
" there are circumstances in which
a divorced person may be married
in Church doring the life time
of a formier partner ™.

Currently such marriages are
forbidden. If a subsequent Synod
approves the necessary changes in
Church of England procedures —
something by no means certain —
1983 is the earliest estimate of
time when the new policy would
go into effect.

Personal

Miss  Shanti Navaratnam
won  the Best Performance
prize at the Music Competi-
tion  held on 30-7-81, She is
a second year senior student
at the Christian. . Medical Col-

lege Vellore,

She also won earlier the
Music Prize awarded by the
Lions Club of Vellore.

She is the daughter of Dr.
and Mrs, Joseph Navaratnam
of Alexander Villg Manipay and
is an old girl of Uduvil girls
College and Women's Christian
College, Madras.

Rubini Rajaratnam has been
selected for admission to the
Christian Medical College  Vel-
lore this year, She is the
dauvghter of the late Mr. M.
Rajaratpam retired  Assistant
Commissioner of Housing, Jaffna
and Mrs, Rajaratnam of Erlalai
South,

She is an old girl of Uduvil
Girls College and the Womens
Chrigtian College, Madras,

India

'CMC and H Vellore

The Schell Eye Hospital's new
bwilding was dedicated recently in
a service led by Rev. A.C.
Oommen, Dean of Religions work
and attended by a large number
of the staff and students, The
official public opening ceremony
will be perfomed by the Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indra Gandhi.

The new spacious building
has been made possible through
the beneficence of Christoffel —
Blinden Mission in Germany.

The Mary Taber Schell Hos-
pital was Ida Scudder's first
hospital in 1902 established with a
donation from Mr, Schell, an Ame-
rican who wanted it to be a me-
morial to his wife,

it became an Eye Hospital
in 1941 with 14 beds under Dr,
S, Gurupatham, a pioneering and
dedicated Opthalmolagist who later
became Health Minister of Madras,

The present head is Dr. An-
na Thomas and some 300 to 400
patients attend the hospital every-
day for treatment. Dr. Apna Tho-
mas has made special mention of
Dr. A. N. Fenn's contribution to
the building project.

Report on Damages

Mr. Yogendra Duraiswamy
before he relinquished his duties
as. G. A, Jaffna has handed over
to the authorities his report on
the damages caused to lives and
property in Jaffna, He has re-
commended that a compensation
of Rs. 1.5 million be given for

the damagss caused to the Jaffna
Public Library.

IN BRIEF

O  EBducation and the DDC —
" The role of the DDC in the
sphere of Education of the Dis.
trict is not as yet clear. As
the DDC Couacil begins to fun-
tion, it will be possible to
guage the extent to which -the
District Development Council
can control the education of
the District”, said Mr, Thar-
malingam M. P, for Manipay
at the Cultural Festival orga.

nised by the Inuvil A. M.
school.

O Scicnce Graduates: The Gov-
ernment has decided to recruit
46 Science and Mathematics
graduates in the Tamsil nedium
before the beginning of the year
(1982) for * teaching posts

in
State Schools, They will be
posted to  schools where there

are Advanced I

Q WCC Ceniral Committee
The 1981 Megting of the Centra!
Committee of the World Couneil
of Churches will mest in Dresden
(G D R) from August 17 to 26
The new style of preparations
for the 1983 WCC Assembly
in Vancouver Canada will be
discussed at this meeting,

evel clagses.

St. John's College &
Chundikuli Girls’ College,
Jaffna.

ADMISSIONS — 1982

1. Vacancies (St. John's College )
Only in the followlng Grades :
One, Four, Six and Nine.

2. Vacancies (Chundikuli Girls’
College) Only in Grades:
One and Six,

3. Children born between 1-2-76
and 31-1-77 will only be con-
sidered for admission to Grade

One.
4. Puopils to be considered for
admission to Grades Four,

Six and Nine should be be-
low the age of ten, twelve
and fifteen respectively.

5. Apply before 15th September
on forms available from the
respective Schools from the
Ist of September 1961.

6. Please send stamped addressed
long envolope and Postal
Order for Rs. 2/- per Form,

7. Admission Test (for Grades
Four, Six and Nine only)
at 830 a, m. on Saturday

10th October 1981,

8. Scholarships
pupils who da
well at the admission test.

Principn!.

IN MEMORIAM

IN rLovine MEMORY

OF

Rose Gnanamanie
Rajakulasingham

Departed: 14th August 1974,

Gone from us but leaving
memories,
Death can never lake away,
Memories that will always linger
While upon this earth we stay.

Affectionately remembered by
her husband and son.

71, Groussault Road,
Chnodikuli.

Udavil Girls’ College

Melo Sugunarajah, an ad-
vanced Level Student at Uduavil
Girls’ College will be leaving for
Nebraska U.S.A. on 13-8:81 on
an  American Field Scholarship
awarded to her. She will be away
for one year,

This is the first time that
a Student from Uduovil Girls'
College has won this schelarship,

She is the daughter of Rev.

and Mrs. N, W, G. Sugunarajah
of Uduvil,

‘available folr _
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0 Anticipatory and Confirmatery Baptism
AT ( FOR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS )

in Defence of Democrafy i

“onhe TULFE had accepted the DDC Scheme, and had contested
the elections. The TULF acceptance of the DDC Schea.ue meani
that it was prepared to work with the government in implement-
ing i, .

If the TULE was fully determined that it would mnot ‘:top
short of anyihing other than Eelam, it could have very well said —
we don't approve of the DDC Scheme".

We appreciate Minister Thondaman's contribution in Parliament
to the Debate on the historic No-Confidence Motion on thg Leader
of the Opposition which was passed in Parliament on 24-7.8L.

Minister Thondaman emphasised the primacy of reason over
emotion and did nof fail to point out that an important ingredient
of the democratic process, —freedom of speech and expression —
which so many have enjoyed in the debate was denied to a fellow
member of Parliament, the Leader of the Opposition, who merely
wished to make 'an explanation’ in the House at the commence-
‘ment of the ‘Debate’. "

. The Minister also made it wvery clear that he was not standing
up to defend anybody’s policy but o defend " democracy .

For the first time, we note, in recent history, that a Minister of
State and a Deputy Minister have abstained from voting in Parlia-
ment on a Motion sponsgred by the Governmet Parliamentary Group.

President Jeyawardene, a;idressiug a mass rally at Pelmm‘:lulla on
189-7-81 reiterated what he had said on public platforms earlier that
there was today complete freedom of expression in the country.

People, he said, had the freedom to express their views in speech
and in Wwriting [ICDN 21-7-81). The President’s notion of free ex-
pression. in a democracy is reminiscent of Voltaire's classic words:—
“1 disapprove of what you say but I defend to the death your
right to. say it” . :

We are happy that the UNP government policy is the preser-
vation of democratic freedoms. We are also bappy that more than
one speaker in the course of the No:-Confidence Debate on 23-7-81
and 24-7.81 expressed the view that they had nothing against the
Tamil people.

But an ominous aspect unfortunately of the Tamil problem tg-
day appears to bz the attempt on the part of some political leaders
( perhaps unwittingly ) to separate the Tamil people from their “*flag”.

The Constitution of Sri Lanka throws a preponderant emphasis
on the ‘flag’. Proportional representation has added new dimensions
to the "flag’. No citizen of Sri Lanka can enjoy real political sta-
tus unless he follows a flag—the symbol of his or her political
ideology. ' '

The Tamil people singe the time of Thanthai Chelvanayakam
have been following a recognised ‘flag’ —‘'a flag’' which represents
today the second largest political party in Sri Lanka,

. Democracy demands that the Tamil people follow this flag so that
they may not slip into the daoger of being made (as Dr. M. M.
Thomas the Indian Theologian would put it) objects of politics and
not subjecis making ' politics .

.

The Tamil speaking people have, in the DDC Election on 4.6-81
given to their parly an overwhelming mandate to proceed with the
Devolution Scheme of President Jeyawardene as embodied in the Dis-
trict Development Council Bill which has been passed in Parliament,
the TULF voting for. it.

This implies unerringly that the Tamil people are no! consider-
ing any alternative but are expecting the TULF to put in, its whole
weight with the government in making the Development Council an
effective imstrument for Tamil self-hood, »

In this context, it is not necessary for the air to remain so
thick with acrimony or the relationship between the two communities,
continue to deteriorate so precipitously

For the Record
The No-Confidence Motion

The Communist Party Mem-
ber pointed out that the Motion

. is being stultified because even
The TULF, SLFP and the it is passed, it would lead to
only Communist Party Member nothing.

walked out of Parliament on 23.7.81
without participating ip
Confidence Mation.

the No- Following the ruling given by
the Speaker on the point of order,

the Motion

*remembered in

The TULF walked out when was moved by Dr,
Mr. Amirthalingam’s attempts to MNeville Fernando (UNP — Pana-
make a personal explanation failed, dura).

The SLI'P walked out because The Motion was passed on
the Speaker overruled a Motion 24.7.8] with 121 voting for and
by Mr. Maithripala Senanayake two abstentions, Mr, S, Thonda-
(BLFP = Madawachiya ) that the man, Minister of Hural Industrial
No-Confiderice 'Motion was not Development  and Mr., Shelton
within the scope and ambit of the Ranarajah, Deputy Minister of
powers of the House, Justice did not vote,

The rite of baptism is the sym-
bol of ipitiation into the church,
the body of Christ; it is the only
rite, for which there is scriptural

support, by which a person enters

into the Christian community.

There iz no evidence in the
New Testament of any other rite
by which a person is incorporated
into the body of Christ. Reference
is made to Jesus blessing the child-
ren as an act of dedication of child-
ren (Mk, 10:13-13: Lk. 18:15-17).
Facts belie this assumption. It was
the custom at that time for parents
to take their children, particular]_y
on the first birthday, to the Rabbi
and ask for a blessing. This was
done as often as necessary. It was
a simple blessing and nothing more.
Reference is also made to the pre-
sentation of Jesus in the Temple
(LK. 2:21.25). This was only a rite
of purification and redemption of
the first born male by an offering
(Exod. 13:2). It should also be
noted that Simeon thanked God
and blessed the parents but net the
child. It was not a rite of dedication
nor of blessing.

The necessity of dedicating in-
fants, a practiee which arose only
after the Reformation, isa recogni-
tion of the fact that children should
be given a place in the life of the
Church. Our contention is that,
accordling to the scriptures this
should be done by baptism. Children
botn of christian parents are part of
the corporate solidarity of the chris-
tian community. The Kingdom of
God, said Jesus belongs to children
[Matt: 10:14; Mk, 10:14, Lk. 18:16).
Jesus also said, ‘'No one can enter
the Kingdom of God unless he is
born of water and the spirit” (John
3:5), The reference here is to John's
baptism as well as "'spirit" baptism.
Baptism msy--ahticipate the gift of
the spirit or may be received at
baptism. Children being no excep-

tion. It is said that John the Baptist
from his very birth was filled with
the Holy Spirit (Lk, 1:15). There
is no reason therefore why children
shouid not be baptized.

Infant baptism has been prac-
tised by the church in an unbroken
tradition from the third century
until the Reformation, and in the
case of the Mar Thoma church in
India the practice is traced to the
Apostolic times — to St. Thomas
himself. Sonie eminent New Testa-
meunt scholars held that there is
evidence of an authority for the
practice of infant baptism in the
New Testament, even in the gos-
pels. However, iofant baptism is
said to be wanting in that the ele-
ment of personal faith is absent in
this rite, The most that can be said
is that it ts an anticipatory rite.

Infant baptism can be justified
if it is followed, at the age of disere-
tion, by a persenal confession of
iajth which confirms what is anti-
cipated in baptism, both the antiei-
patory act and cenfirmatory acts
being looked upon as together mak-
ing up one act of initiation.

Infant baptism, understood as
the fisrt part or anitcipatory act of
the whole action of christian initia-
tion enshrines the essential Chris-
tian truth of the priority of God's
grace in all things. “You have not
chosen me but T have chosen you”
(John 15:16). Faith is the response
to God's grace and the saving act
in Christ and not the condition of it,
The important thing in baptism is
not what we do, whether we are
infants or adults, but what God
doss. Grace precedes faith, This is
the truth enshirped in the symbao-
Ifsm of infant baptism. Infant
baptism is the only rite which pre-
serves this truth of the priwi&-di
grace and whichmust be followed
by an act of faith. :

(to be continued)

At Rest
Dr. Samuel Chinniah

We are sorty to record the
death which occurred in Colombo
of Dr. Samuel Chinniah (28) of
Uduvil on 24.7-81 after a brief
illness, ;

Dr. Chinniah was educated at
Jaffna Central College. He passed
out as a Doctor from Aberdeen
University ‘and practised in Dub-
lin for many years before he came
to Sri Laoka.

Dr. Chinniah will always be
i Jaffna as the
architect " of the Tellippalai
Co-operative Hospital which he
built up as a medical. institutiion
from’ very small beginniogs to be
one of the larger hospitals in the
suburbs. He worked at this hos-
pital for 15 years,

Dr. Chinnish drew a large
number of patients to the hespi-
tal chiefly by demonstrating to
them through his life and work
the bealing power of the gospel.

The

his wifs,

family mourners were
Dora Gnanamalar (nee
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© Ewnglish in Sri Lanka Schools:
A Twelve Member committee
which examined closely the State
of English teachiog in Sri
Laokan schools today has recom.
mended that English should be
made a compulsary subject at
the G. C. E (O/L) and A/L
Examipations,

O The 17¢th Conference of Sri
Lanka Aid Consortium held
in Tokyo on Jung 20 and July
Ist, Sponsored by the World
Bank has pledged a ‘total of
834 million U 'S dollars (Rs.
15, 640 million) to Sri Lanka
for the current year,

John) who was on tha stafl .of
Uduvil for many years, his daugh-
ter, Padmini Rajadurai ( Bishop's
College)  and  sop-in-law Nigel
Rajadurai,

According to a report semt to
us, Dr, Samual Chinniah's father,
Dr. William Arupachalam Chin.
niah was Medical Superintendent
at Green Ilospital Manipay during
World War 1. :
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