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Press Censorship

Undar the enmung State of
Emergency, Press Censorship has
been brought into operation from
21.8.81. The Competent authori-
ties are the Secretary to the
Minister of State and the Direc-
tor of Information.

Christian Agencies Help
Victims of Atrocities
in Jaffna

A grant of one hundred and
fifty three thousand rupees from
the World Councii of Churches
~ bas reached the Jaffna Christian
; help restore the Jaffoa
Pnblu: Library which was burnt
on 1st Jume 1981. The JCU
Committee at its meeting held on
the 4th November 1981 with Pre-
sident Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalava-
nar in the chair, appointed a
sub-committee consisting of the
Rev. ]. Sarvananthan Secretary of
the JCU (Convener) Messrs.
R. E. ]J. A. Setukavalar, Silan
Kadirgamar and J. G. Arasarat-
pam to select books of the value
nf the rupees ome and half-lakhs
_order them from book sellers
Lanka and/ or abroad.

its .Ematgmy Relief Fund to
the Jaffoa Christian Union to help
the families whose bread-winners
were shot dead in Jafina on the
eve of the District Development
Council election last June. The
Treasurer of the JCU Mr. W. G.
Anppappab reporting to the Com-
mittee said that he has contacted
five such families and according
to their needs, placed in fixed
deposits varying amounts at the
bank so that each family will
receive mothly interests amounting
between Rs. 100/- and Rs. 200/-.

The 'Treasurer also reported
that of the rupees fifty thousand
sent to the JCU by the NCC
Development Commission (Rev,
Kenneth Fernando Covener) to
support the AFFECTED FAMI-
L1ES SELF HELP LEAGUE
in Jaffoa, rupees forty thouasnd
bas already been utilised to equip
the . League's Sewing Centre at
Nallur and to provide the young
widows capital to start small
shops or goais to rare at home
The members of the League are
" wives of victims of State terror.
ism durin® Ewmergency '79" says
their report.

IN MEMDRlAM
Rev. A. C. Thurairajah
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* This poor #ian cried
and the Lord heard Fim

Affectionately remembered by his
wife, daughters and sons-in-law.
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English Day at St. John's

The English Union of St.
John’s College, Jaffna presented a
three-hour long  programme of
English drama, oratory, poetry,
recitation, instrumental and vocal
music by pupils of classes from
Grade 2 to 12 on their annual
English Day 30th October 1981
Mr, & Mrs. J. M. Sabaratnam
were the Chief Guests, Certi-
ficates were awarded to winners
of competitions conducted by the
Union in Spelling, Reading, Writ-
ing, Music, Poetry, Speech, Essay,
Short Story and Verse writing.
Jayanthan A, Avandarajan carried
away the highest npumber of
prizes —seven in all including
. The enp for the
Most  Enthusiastic  Participant
was awarded to Dhayakaran
Jesuratnam who delivered the
prize-winning  speech in  the
Senior division and played the
title role in the assassination
scene from Shakespeare’s " Julius
Caesar .

PERSONAL

V. Mithiranandan son of
Mr. & Mrs. J. N. Vijayaratnam
of Earlalai North bas graduated
from the City University of
London, UK with a Bachelor's
dmn in Compn!.or Engmr.enng.
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) Semor Telcher Cumments on the White Paper

The following are extracis
from a paper presented at a Se-
miat by Mr. T. Visvanathan, the
President of the Northern Fro-

wvince Teachers' Association Private

and an ex-Vice-President of the
the All Ceylon Union of Teachers.

* The White Paper on Educa-
tion that is being discussed in
the Country has among other
things a novel feature in the in-
troduction of school clusters. The
management of schools under the
proposed set up is bound to have
advantages. The main advantage
is going to be the cutting down
of a number of wastages.

* 1t would certainly be consi-
dered desireable and economical
to have some of the schools in
the cluster units run as dual ses.
sion schools catering to two
groups of students. This will
enable the buildings to be
utilised over a greater period of
time per day. At the moment
most of the schools are function-
ing for about six hours per day-
For the rest of the time they are
virtually closed. Surely the uti-
lity time of some of our schools
could be doubled and rum for
about twelve hours a day. If
such a pregramme is satisfactorily
effacted our schools can meet the
inerease in population of the
school-going children without ex-
tra buildings for anotber ten years
The Goavernment too would
substantial
would

or so.
be able to save a
amount of that it
normally spend on scheol build-

monsy

tanchers too
teach ip

Ings. Also some

could be employed 1o

respantwsly

Archbishop Blanch of York
at Diocese of Colombo
Foundation Anniversary

The Chureh af Ceylon
cese of Colombo is celebrating
the 136th Aunniversary of its
foundation on the 7th of this
month, At the Anniverssary
Service to be held in the
Cathedral on Sunday the 15th
inst., the preacher will be the
Most Rev. & Ri, Hon: Stuart
Blanch, Lord Arechbishop of York.
He will also deliver two lectures
on  Saturday the 14th on
" Recourses of Christian Mission”
and “A Hallowed Past— A
Dynamic Future” in the Dio-
cesan Council Hall.

Dio-

New Chaplains for
Teachers’ Colleges

The Jaffoa Christian Union
has taken responsibility for the
pastoral care of Protestant Chris-

tians in the Geovernment Teachers'

(Training) Colleges at Palaly and
Kopay. The JCU Committee
appointed this month the Rev.
Isaac Selvaratnam of the Church
of Ceylon and the Rey, S, Mano-
pavan of the JDCSI as part-time
Chaplains of the two colleges

o .a.—_-"_.-'- Lt

both the sessions and some addi®
tional allowances paid to them
avoiding the problem of finding
some needed teachers. [ urther
such a step would help to solve
the problem of shortage of Science
teachers and Mathematics teachers
effectively. The Dual Session
Schools are bound to help to
solve the varied problems of the
big scheels or the proposed uni-
tary schools as well,

* The teacher probably is the
employee who is paid worst by
the State. This is mainly due
to the large pumber of persons
involved in the profession, Any
how why not give this poor group
what they deserve a little early.
No wonder the teachers are try-
ing to go to Nigeria as they are
given princely salaries there. But
here again the Nigerian teams
that come to Sri Lanka to re-
cruit teachers are are not given
Visas to interview the prospec-
tive teachers. This is mot at all
fair. Let the State review the

position asd allow the teachers
too to earn some valuable Ex-
change, Also it would not be

out of place to pinpoint the po-
sition of the Private School
Teacher. The Private Schools
are beiog given aid and are being
recognised as educational instita-
tions helping to maintain the edu-
cational standards of the ceuntry.
Theretore, the teachers in such
schools too given the
same right as those in the State
a5 far as (heir Pensiops and
“'Widows & Orphans Pensions "
are concerned,

must be
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In loving memory of

Regina Ratmammah Selliah

Called home:
15th November 1976

"“She stood beawtiful before God
And in concord with all men'.

SOOI

An Appreciation

S. P. Sabaratnam

It is with a keen senmse of
great sorrow that .one - from
known society records the death
of Sabaratnam Master, — as was
popularly known to his past stu-
dents and close  accociates,
Though he was blessed with a
full fledged four score and little
less tham five years of life in
this world yet his close associa-
tes would surely miss him a lot
as he has gone beyomd the vei]
leaving back his mortal
to suffer the claim of ele-
ments and no semblence of his

physical appnmnl:a adnrned with

an  affectionate | .
citizen, and as @ pions
practising the Christian fi th
In the midst of his love for his
students he maintained discipline
and propergated peace and good-
will to flourish in the wveins of
all who passed throogh him.
Eunriched with matured experience
in life he was always found to
be a good adviser to many a
troubled heart, inexhaustibly fond
of any situation faced with.
He would not cringe or submit
to any form of injustice that
comes to his notice, but would
ever be prepared: to edify and
was pleased to see the good
results of his efforts. He was
one who cherished in the faith
that love and good-will with
peace should cover and protect
ope's life in this world. As a
parent he enjoyed an infinite
stock of love and affection
amongst his own small stock,
Children too in return reciproca-
ted this in double fold. As a
member of a family he was
left all alone to steer his own
canoe despite the fact there were
many around him. Whilst put-
ting all his sterling qualities in
one scale and the number of
years that he bad spent in our
midst ipto the other it would
appear that his noble gualitiss
and usefulness outweigh the
weight of his years. Hence it
is apparent that one would
always remember his passing
away with a deep sting in one's
heart, Deepest sympathies go to
the bereaved omes, May hig
soul rest im peace,
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EDITORIAL
A Matter of Speculation

There seems to be & sigh of relief throughout the Islanld over
the TULF decision to call off its boycott of the Parliament.
The TULF kept away from the meetings of the legislature after
the Police atrocities in the city of Jaffoa in Jupe 1981. They put
forward five demands and announced that they would boycott meet-
ings of the Parliament until and unless the demands were granted
by the government, Under the existing Constitution a Membar' who
keeps away from Parlisment for -more than three mornths without
the prier permission of the House is liable to lose his seat. As
the dead-live — November 6 — drew near, the people of the country,

gspecially the Tamils of Jafina the victims of frequent Imras:smenE
by the Army, became restless. The possibility of the TULF
members losing their seats and the nightmare recollections of the

ingidents at the District Development Council elections in June made
them panic.

Some kind of accord seems to have been reached between the
government and the TULF regarding the five demands. The
TULE dropped the fifth demand viz., the impartial inguiry by an
International Commission of Jurists, subsequent to the admission by
a Minister of the Cabinet rank that certain elements in the Police
force were responsible for the ugly incidents in Jaffna. The con-
tention of the TULF is that the government has kept its promise
by transferring a certain number pf' Tamil Police officers to the
North and the Compensation Committee under the leadership of
Lionel Fernando has started functioning. The government has in
principle accepted the system of Home Guards. The TULF is
back in Parliament. 5

Ever since the Secretary General of the TULF became the
Leader of the Opposition, the Tamil problem in Sri Lanka had
become an issue of international interest. Statesmen and journalists
in many parts of the world are watching anxiouly the political
developments of the Island and the efiorts made by the President
and the leaders of TULF to bring about amity among the races.
The debate on the No Confidence motion against the Leader of the
Opprsition early this year marked the beginning of a period of con-
tinnous maltreatment of the Tamil persons. Burning of shops and
homses in the North, irregularities in the District Development
Coupcil elections, loot and arson in Negombo and in the Sabraga-
muwa and Army misbehaviour in Jaffna followed the shameful debate
in guick succession. Despite all the laws of the land and the
rhatoric of ministers and faligin_us dignitaries, the lives of the
‘Tamil people became miserable and the apathy of the authorities

The relations between the leaders of TULF and the govern-
ment have been so strained of late that an agreement beiween them
was unthinkable. The sharp exchanges between the TULF
members and government MPs during the No-Confidence - debate
and the insults hurled at the Tamil minority by responsible members
of the Parliament made the possibility of a dialogue very bleak,
The agreement to end the boycott is therefore a welcome break,
The prospects of a monthly meeting between the TULF and the
President is no doubt & pleasing venture,

The misdeeds of the Army in the North last month clearly
demcnstrated that no force in Sri Lanka apart from the TULF
has the potent and inclination to stop the barassment and intimida-
tion of the innocent people. In a sitution like that, of what use
are the laws? What confidence can the police command and what
respect cau the civilian administration enjoy ?

Whether the TULF tactic of entering into an agreement with
the government and ending the boycott so that they may have a
better justification to push through their demands is a matter of
speculation, Ultimately the government policy makers will have to

come to terms with harsh realities. But the presence of the
TULF members in the supreme legislative body will be a source
of strepgth (o the people who had put their trust in them, —S.J

Muslims Seek Clarification on White Paper

The All Ceylon Muslim Edu- affect religious minorities and that

cation Conference is to ask the their rights will somehow be
President and the Minister of safeguarded.

Education to say precisely what

place is given to religious edu- mferf::nfz]!; ],(.m,n“gh' the. on!y
cation in the proposed White the 28 f el 1)
Paper. The leader of the Con- docun:er;tpizzcis[ p'igq anm?di“s}-
ference and Priocipal of Zahira been appointed to ;!OL::;TH;;Z?)EE;:
College Janab S. H. M, Shafie of religious education in school
Marikar speakiog at a recent Therefore proposals regarding test.
meeting of Muslim Youth Organi. 108 of Religion ete., will hi‘\,"f‘
zers pointed out that the White !0 aWait the report of the com.
Paper which was presented to mittee”. (Item 33 on page 6). The
the Cabinet in March is now a White Paper has not declared the
collective responsibility of all the npames of the Committee on Rali
Minigters. Hence, he helds, no rious Education though the Com
M%msler can plead ignorance of mittees on Technical Education
its preparation or give assurances and National Apprenticeship i'r1|n.
at this late stage that any deci- ing and the [Edy ational II{(-.-r':nms\
gion by the govermment will not Committee are listed in

ADNexes

Happy Birthday,
Nesiah Master !

On the 13th of November,
Mr. K. Nesizh will be celebrating
his 80th Birthday. We are happy
that a career of such wusefulness
has been able to attwin to this
length of time. Mr. Nesiah was
educated at St. John's College,
Jaffaa and the Madras Univer-
sity where he obtained honours in
History. He first taught at St.
John's College, Jaffna. In 1933
he married the eldest daughter of
the late Canon S. Somasundaram.
He later taught at St. Thomas'
College, Mount Lavania and pro-
ceeded to London where he ob-
tained & Diploma in Education,
Finally he became a Lecturer in
Education at the University, Pera-
deniya. It was from this position
that he finally retired. He has con-
tributed many learned atticles to

high class periodicals and bas
been in great demand on plat.
forms. His wvalue to the com:

munity bas chiefly been in his
counsels among our politicians, his
advice being always well docu.
mented with facts and figures.
We understand that a cellection
of some of his speeches and writ.
jngs may soon be published in
the form of a book. We wish
him long life.

Jaffna Municipal Council
Appeals on Behalf of
Badulla Tamil School

Saraswathy Maha Vidyalayam,
Badulla which caters to a large
numper of Tamil children of the
district is presently occupied by
armed personnel of the Army who
are encamped in the buildings
temporarily. Children of the school
as everywhere else in the country
are currently preparing for year-
end local and GCE examinations,
That their studies are adversely
affected by the army occupations
has drawn the attention of the
Jaffnoa Muuicipal Council. Onm a
proposal by the Deputy Mayor
Mr. M. Aloysius the Council passed
a resolution at its monthly gene-
ral meeting on the 28th of Octo-
ber 1981 to point out the situation
to the President, the Prime Mi-
nister, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, the Minister of Education,
and Mr. S, Thondaman the Minis-
ter of Rural Development.

The Mayor Mr. Rajah Visva-
pnathan presided.

Jaffna Tutory Hours to be Limited

The Municipal Council of
Jaffna is concerned that the pri-
vate tutories which function in

many parts of the town are con-
ducting classes beginning as early
as 6 a.m, and continuing till
8 p. m. in the night, thus giving
room for student indiscipline and
insecurity, The Council therefore
adopted a resolution to instruct
the tutories not to conduct classes
before 7 a.m. er after 6 p.m,
and to appeal to the Superinten-
dent of Police to take action
against the tutories which violate
this regulation. Mr. Y. A. Selva-
nayagam MMC proposed the mo-
tion,
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Iy TREASURED MEMORY
OF
Samuel Kanagaratnam Rasiah

Called to rest:
25th November 1959
"“Our loving memories
will never cease'’s

Fondly remembered by his
loved ones here and abroad.

Does Overseas Aid Help
Church Work and Growth?

Yes and No, says Mr. A. C,
Dharmaraj in an article entitled
“Overseas Aid— Help or Hind-
rance !’ appearing in the latest
issue of the South Indiz Church-
man. He explains “History shows
that the Gospel can be preached
without aid from overseas. Inde-
pendent churches such as the Kim-
baguists of Zaire, which bave em-
erged and developed largely apart
from western aid and influence show
greater vitality than many of the
others......Some Asian churches as
in Burma, Korea grew stronger
during World War Il when Japa-
mgse occupation cut them off
from outside.

" Aid from outside can alse
creale internal strife. In India fac-
tions have gone to court battling
over who would contrive funds
from mission agencies. Outside aid
also fans tbe flame of non-Chris-
tian resentment against such aid
and makes them brand the reli-
gion as m foreign religion,

" Aid also multiplies white
elephants, which the pative char-
ches can never maintain unai
Western churches are themselves
abandoning such white elephants
unable to heat them, and not
even the wealth of the western
churches will support all the hos-
pitals and schools, etc., they have
established abroad "

Before concluding his article
Mr. Dharmaraj grants that aid is
indispensable but qualifies himself
saying, ' Overseas aid bas......te
be usefully given to meet the
short range development to meet
needs arising from bpatural disas-
ters — earthquakes, famine, floeds;
droughts. This aid does help pro-
vided it is operated through bodies
which ara representative of res-
ponsible leadership of the region
for which the aid is offered and
whose accountability is beyond
reproach and whose effective pro-
secution of the development pro-

gramme cam be verified and
assessed "',

Wedding

The service of blessing on
the marrisge of Mr. Franklin
David, Personal Assistant to the
Territorial Commander of the
Salvation Army and som of Mrs.
Brigadier M. David (o Miss
Sumana Banda member of the
CSI Church, Alaveddi took place
on Monday the Zod November
1981, Colonel P. W, Perema
T. C. preached the homily at the
service comdncted by the
A. Jeyakumaran, Circuit

Rev,
Pastor.
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