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A Decade of Silent Achievement...... Sept. 70 — Dec. ’81 Miron Winslow

Mrs, S, ], Somasundaram is to relinguish her duties as Prin-
cipal of Uduvil Girls' College at the end of this month. The

following
friend of the school))

True to the maxim, disce aqut
discede (learn or depart) Saras-
wathie Somasundaram’s forte was
the striving after academic excel-
lence, Girls had been entrusted
to ber primarily to be educated
and she strove to raise the aca-
demic standard of the school in
spite of fluctuating staff personnel,
and impositions laid uponm her by
unavoidable pressures such as edu-
catlon codes. It was perhaps some
strange intuition that prompted
her parents to choose her name,
for Saraswathie, we are told, is
the deity that presides over learn-
ing. During her regime the school
made rapid strides on the acade-
mic scene — University admissions
improved and students were en-
couraged to concentrate on acquir-
ing better standards in their class-
toom work.,. Once the present
writer had occasion to consult
her about one of the A — Level
students; she then explained a
scheme she had worked out that
year. She had requested the staff,
when they set their monthly tests,
to out a scheme outlining

vision
placed

scheme she

in the hands
of some outstanding girls who had
already jumped the A — Level

hurdle in tbat subject, who would
mark the scripts following the
scheme, (for which task they were
mdeguately  remunerated.) The
scripts then went back to the
teachers who would go over them
with the students. This helped
the students pot only to correct
their knowledge, but alsa to ac-
quire accuracy of expressiom, and
a strategy in attack and forceful
presentation,” The scheme relieved
the statf of much drudgery, while
it enabled the student to com-
pete with her own sgelf, making
the nex{ test better than the last.

Private tuition bhas been des-
cribed as the system by which
the contents of the tutor’s note-
book gets transferred to the stu-
dent's mnote-book with the least
disturbance of the grey-matter of
either. Recognising private tui-
tion as @& necessary evil, she
arrapged for the tutors to come
to the students and not vice ver-
sa, directly after school hours.
This obviated the dissipation of
time and energy on the part of
the students in commuting to
their tutors, and relieved leisure
enough for sports and other acti-
vities, During her regime atten-
damce more than doubled and re-
sults of public exams improved,
Convinced of the importance of
acquiriog the reading habit, she
renovated and expanded the Libra-
ry, adding books and
magazines for assisting A — Level
Recent publications of

reference

work,

tribute is by an old girl,

former teacher and close

Junior and Senior eneyclopaedias
in Tamil to attract children of
various age groups, were acquired,
Funds for all this were channelled
from the EAC on the recommen-
dation of Dr. Eliezer, a brother
of two alumnae, The curriculum
widened to meet the new demands
of changing times. Quoting from
the Ter-Jubilee brochure where
Saraswathie lets us glimpse some
of ber dreams, which have now
become realities,. ' There is an
increasing pressure on educational
instltutions to produce young peo-
ple to fit into a developing tech-
nological society, Uduvil has been
able to accommodate this new
trend. Architecture and Engineer-
ing are two subjects that have a
08w appeal. This decade has
brought into focus another urgent
and persistent need...... education
that is work-oriented.  This is
the direct outcome of the grow-
ing under-employment of graduates.
Values have to be revised....c.uas
perbaps it can best be achieved
by recasting the present school

curriculum to include & meaning-

ing and

LIT] A

equate

ly 'bro'ad-

based formal education, the kind

of education that will correct the
cultural and economic imbalance
between the professional and non-
professional vocations. With our
Christian inheritance where Paul,
the most learned of the apostles:
was also a tent-maker, and the
American pionesring traditions of
our founders, we are particularly
suited to effect this change’.

Following this vision students
instrueted in short-hand and typ-
ing in both English apd Tamil
were presented for local exams,
Commercial English and Commer-
cial Arithmetic were then intro-
duced, which opened the doors to
Pitman and Chamber of Com-
merce Exams, and now Uduvil
has been recognised as an accre-
dited centre for the London Pit-
man Examinations,

Instruction in French was
arranged in 1977 with the help
of Mr, A, Kulandran and two
candidates have already been suc-
cesstul in the examination con-
ducted by the Alliance Francaise.
The beginnings of a Music aca-
demy has been launched out
which is still in its embryonic
stage. Saraswathie was adequate-
ly well eguipped to undertake
these educational tasks, for her
University work was completed in
U, K., where she acquired the
London Arts Degree in Mathe-
matics and English, and a Dip-
loma in Psychology, She also
hag had teaching experience in
other lands.

( Continued on page 4)
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Tamil-English Dictionary

The German Ambassador has
sent Jaffoa College a complimen-
tary copy of a reprinted edition
of the Miron Winslow Tamil-
English Dictionary  edited by
Klaus Ludwig Janert, and pub-
lished by the Franz Steiner Ver-
lag, GMBH, Wiesbaden (WWest
Germany ).

This dictionary has been out
of print for more than a century,
aed the editor says ‘' there ig no
other comparable, handy and at
the same time comprehansive
dictionary available in  English
for this most important Dravidian
language of the South of India.”
The efforts of the editor to find
an interested . patron-publisher for
several years was finally reward-
ed by this publishing house, the
Eranz Steiner Publishing Houss.

The dictionary certainly re-
maing a great marvel; that an
American missionary could com-
plete such a gigantic task as
early as 1862 considering the other
tasks in which the Rey, Miron
Winslow was involyed while com-
piling the dictionary, In his own
words "It is evident that a mis-
sionary with the entire care 3

mot devote a great prop,
his best hours to any literary
pursuit, however important, Be-
sides these occupations, there was,
in the present case, an exfra
draught of four hours a day, for
three or four months, in as many
successive ¥ears, in the revision
of the Tamil Scriptures, to say
nothing of labor as Secretary of
Mission, and, through .most of
these years as financial agent for
two other Missions.”

Such an energetic enterprise

in the mission field should be a

great inspiration and encourage-

ment to those involved in mis-
sion in our lands today.

— 4. K,

YMCA Day Camp

The Jafinpa YMCA conducted
its 16th Apnual Day Camp for
boys and girls under 15 from
Friday the 11th to Wednesday
16th December 1981, The camp
was sponsored by Messts Penin-
sula Group, Jaifna. Fiftyeight
children participated. The pro-
gramme ‘consisted of competitions
in English and Tamil speech, in-
door games, general knowledge,
singing, fancydress and drama.

The Closing Ceremony took
place in the YMCA Hall when
Mr, Devanesan Nesiah the G, A.
awarded the prizes to the win-
ners. There was an excesllent
show of talents by some very
gifted little children who togk the
stage to entertain the parents,
guests and Directors of the YMCA
who were present for the func-
tion,

rHOW B}

‘Bgain  says,

J.D,C. 8. 1L
Treasure's Office

The ]J.D., C.S.1. Treasur-
er's Office will be closed for
business from Thursday the 24th
of December, 1981 to Sunday
the 3rd of January 1982, ( Both
Days inclusive ).

S. 5. Selvadurai,
Hony. Treasurer, ], D.,C. 8.1,

Jaffna Medical Association
Presidential Tribute to
American Medical

Missionaries

The latest issue of the Jaff-
na Medical Journal contains a ten
pige long Presidential Address
entitled " Jaffua Medicine at the
Cross. Roads™ and delivered by
Dr. Charles Wijayarajah the new-
ly elected President of the Jafina
Medical Association. In tracing
the history of Wetern medicine in
Jaffna. Dr. Wijayarajah dwells on
the contribution of thres Ameri-

can Missionaries Dr, John Scudder

started the D & .
Manipay soon after their arrival
in 1893, In his conclusion he
" John Scudder and
Samuel Green have left a tradi-
tion of  pioneering efforts, scholar-
ship @and service to the profes-
sion which should be presarv.eq
and followed.” 3

Navajeevanam
Rev. Thambyrajah is 70

The Rev. A. C. Thambyrajah
celebrated his 70th birthday on
Saturday the 12th December 1981,
He was a pastor in the Jaffna
Diocese, having joined the service
in 1937 as worker in charge of
Usan Church, was ordained in
1943 and retired in 1959 from
Uduvil Church to found the Na-
vajesvanam Rehabilitation Centre,
which now has a resident com-
munity of about 275 people.

PERSONAL

Dr. (Miss) Malini Jesudason
of Navalar Road, Jaffna assumed
duties as Senior Lecturer in Che-
mistry at the University of Jaff-
pa on 1 October 1981.

Press Censorship

Under the existing State of
Emergency, Press Censorship has
been brought into operation .from
21.8.81, The Competent authori:
ties are the Secretary to _.___lhﬁ'. .
Minister of State and the Dirsc:
tor of Information.
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EDITORIAL

The Exit of Dr. Neville Fernando

The fact of Dr. Neville Fernando's impending expu!sionllrnm I-:a:;
liament is less important than that the mountiog world opinion agains

_the shameful debate he began, has forced him to go.

What is sur-

ising is that the United National Party took this long .to Ireahza
DI’;“ damaging implications the motion he brought to .Parlmment
:nu'ld have on the hallowed traditions of democracy im this ceuntry.

The learned M. P. for Panandura has said that

he had been used

by certain government M, Ps to propose the vole of mno-cofidence on

the Leader of the Opposition.

The sad truth is that with a few not-

able exceptions this attitude of passing the buck‘un_ to someonelcults
ACross 'pal'ltir:sl barriers and that is why the politician is so widely

distrusted today.

The parliamentary group of the United National Party hc.lwel\ref: l?as
ported fhat they decided to expel him on charges of indiscipline
-rep

and anti:government siatements.

] ille Fernanda's irresponsible statements
Neville Fer i

motive of the expulsion,

But the public outcry against Dr.
no doubt was the main
to ba shed for him. One

is only concerned about the damage he has done to the political pro-
8

cess itself.
has descredited it as well.

He has not only debased politics but in .
This has actually alienated many, especi-

many eayes he

ally those to whom values matter —from the countrys politics and

that spells danger to demoeracy.

In real terms Dr. Fernando's exit is a drop in

the ocean. It

will have significance omly if it sets a new trend in the npolitics of

the country. The point surely is

that if a politician blatantly trans-

gresses the conventions of the constitution he should go. One hopf:s
that the circumstances in which Dr. Fernando has been expelled will

be the begining of a nmew era of accountability.

For politicians must

tealize that they are answerable to people not once in six years but

in the interveming period as well: ;
haye a democracy we must practise it.

force politicians to pay for their
parture from parliament therefore

It stands to reason that if we
One way to practise it is to
errors. Dr. Neville Fernando’s de-
is a welcome sign that democracy

in Sri-Lanka is still alive and kicking.

T

Three Senior Deacons to Retire

Ths three permanent Deacons
in the service of the Jaffua Dio-
cese are to retire on 31-12.198L.

They are the Rev. N. Kathiravelu

of Pandateruppu, the Rev. N.
Subramaniam of Erlalai South and
the Rev, E. D, Rasaratnam of
Nunawvil.

The Rev. N. Kathiravelu join-
ed the service in 1936 ta take
charge of Kudathanai Church.
He continued im serviee without
a break serving in a dozen chur-
ches and was the full time Evan-
gelistic Officer for the two years
in 1954 — 56, When he was at
Atchuvely he was made a Dea-
con of the CSI by Bishop Ku-
landran in 1961, He is eldest
son-in-law of the late Rev, E, K.
Yesuthason who also was A pas-
tor in the same Mission for long
years. Mrs, Kathiravelu died in
1977.

The Revs. N. Subramaniam
and E. D, Rasaratnam were ex-
perienced Head Masters of schools
when they chose to become tea-
cher-catechists in the Diocese.
The Rev. Subramaniam started in
1955 to do eight years at Moo-
lai, on completion of his theolo-
gical studies at the Arcot Theo-
logical Seminary, Vellors in 1954 —
55, He was the Evangelistic
Officer for about g year in 1967
and the Tamil Editor of ,the
Morning Star for more than a
decade. Mrs. Subramaniam was
@ teacher until she retired in 1970
and -died JAragically when they
were at Iouvil early in 1979,

The Rev, B, D. Rasaratnam
studied at the same Seminary the
following year and started at Ve-
lapai in 1956, He retired from
the Education Department premig-
turely ai the same time as Rav,

in 1963 and both
ained Deacon in Udupid-
h. by Bishop Kulandran
He served six churches
full term without a break. Mrs.
E, D. Rasaratnam s a retired
teacher having taught at Udupid-
dy American Mission College
throughout,

Sri Lankan Girl Wins
Music Award in UK

Eleven-yeat old Premila daugh-
ter of Dr. & Mrs, ], S. Jesudasan
(UK) and a grand-daughter of
the Edwin Jesudasons and the
P. W. Ariaratnams of Vaddukod-
dai won the gold medal awarded
by the London Associated Board
of Music for  her performance in
fate-playing adjudged the best at
the examinations held this year-
She obtained the Triple Crown by
scoring the highest marcks in piano
(Grade VI) and harp (Grade I11)
also,

Obituary

Mrs. Grace Parimalam Siva-
nantharajah a member of the
Karainagar Church died suddenly
on the night of 1lih December
1981, She is tha youngest daugh-
ter of the late Mr, & Mrs. Appu-
thurai of Karainagar, an old girj
of Jaffaa College and the
pal of Kumarapuram
yalayam, Paranthan,
the staif of l’-.mda.teruppu Girls’
College for somea years before ba.
coming a Princlpal,

Pringj-
Maha Vid-
She was op

Before her

recent transfer (o .'\;i.lmar;\]mrmu
she was Principal of Memoria)
School, Manipay and earlier of

Sandilipay Maha Vidyalayam, Tha
funeral took place at
in her

Karainagar
home near the
Church on Syunday the 13th,

ancestral

A Decade of Silent Achievement ..., ...

{ Contined from page 1)

I'rom early girlhood Saraswa-
thie showed her prefermc? to
things "'eternal” over things 't?m-
poral . When the present writer
once complained to the Principal
about Saraswathie’s mediocre ex-
hibition in the classroom when
she was capable of outstanding
performance, Miss Bookwalter, with
remarkable insight, remarked —
" Leave her alone, she is expand-
ing bher wings and is reading
widely, which is more important
than acquiring a few more marks
in the classroom. When the time
comes she is sure to pull op”,
This she certainly did.

Academic excellence was her
priority, but it did not preclude
co-curricular activities such as
sports, (Net-ball in which the
school won the Championship,
Badminton, Table tennis, Chess
etc.) dramatics, dancing, school
bapd, S.C, M., and choir (Catpa.
tic & Western). Choir renderings
were meticulous perfection, de-
portment and immaculate groom-
ing of membets, and decor of the
setting, enhancing the theme of
the production. She had the
knack of drawing out the parti-
cular ability of every staff mem-
ber, assigning responsibilities ac-
cordingly, and the staff in turn
did the same, assessing and draw-.
ing out the student. This created
a happy atmosphere of team work
and smooth functioning Among
staff and students, AWith her keen
sensitivity to current thought, the
Silver Jubilee of the Queen, the
Prime Ministers Conference of '77
were featured on the stage, What
better way for making the idea
of the International Year of the
Handicapped to have a foreeful
impact on the young, than chan-
nelling Nuffield and . Uduvil to
co-praduce a Christmas Programme,
and entertaining Nuffield to dinner
afterwards. She never advertised
or planoed any big carnivals, ba-
zaars or public cencerts, Just as
her conyersations were devoid of
hyperbale her dress was devoid of
glamour. She never dressed to
capture the imagination of teen-
agers, Juvenile attitudes all tog
ready for hero-worship. They were
not tempted to scrutinise what
new ereation the head had chesen

for ber saree that day, or how
well the jacket fitted. With her
characteristic  orthodok coiffure,

dress of quiet and striking  ele-
Bance, and absence of jewellery,
she struck a figure appealing in
its simplicity, Working unobtru-
sively,  functioning dexterously,
with a hergic perseverance, an
emotional intensity and a quiet
fervour that transcended the spec-
tacular, she carved out a period
of remarkable excellence. There
were no public performances but
every term produced an end-of-
term programme, an Easter play
or a Carol service, various musi.
cal dance and eurthythmic items,
even a Gilbert and Sullivan, Onpe
memorable occasion was the play,
The Fourth Wise Man, when
imagination and ingenuity eom-

nian life with the theme that
sacrifice and integrity must ulti-
mately face the challenge of the
Cross, It was as if a lager beam
had penetrated our colsciousness,
Parents, students, and the local
community enjoyed these happy
escapes from the mundane world,
and an identity of school with
community.

In-spite of the absence of big
fund-raising efforts, flnances were
very satisfactory, Money flowed
in, parents, staff and old students
being extremely helpful, staff res-
ponding generously with a month's
stipend for each of the landmarks
of this period, the expansion of
the school hall to mark the Ter-
Jubilee and the erection of the
Paramasamy Hostel, Generous
matching grants, and deployment
of finances from the Mission were
found for all projects.

Courage of conviction marked
Saraswathie’s trusteeship, If some-
times her attitude seemed rigid
and unrelenting, it was only be-
cause of her firm dedication to
her loyalties to which she had to
keep true. This sometimes brought
her into sharp conflict. She often
seemed a lonely soul perhaps be-
cause of her stern repudiance of
all kinds of favourism or encour-
agement of " influence”, which
naturally precluded the existence
of " hapgers on ”,

ment lost sight of her

“role nor of the vision sustaining
her, nor of her family heritage of
firm Christian  conviction, her
father having been an ouatstand-
ing Christian leader of hiz time,
contributing much to the national
development, (quoting the Bishop
from the Ter-Jubilee Souvenir ),
When outright terrorism and law-
lessness has become our normal
day, the threatened safety of so
many girls entrusted to her care,
never caused her to lose her grip,
nor become panicky. With quist
assurance in God she carried -‘on,
“We believe Uduvil is one of
the outposts of the Master we
serve ", she writes. "He does not
ask us to be clever for Him, bat
only faithful. If every child here
comes to a deeper awareness of
her creator, and there-by to g
keener appreciation of her real
self and her place in God's total
design, then Uduvil has kept faith
with her founders",

Saraswathie never for i? ‘mo-

Asked what was the bappiest
recollection of her stewardship at
Uduvil, her reply, poignant in itg
native simplicity was— "' My ser-
vice at Uduvil was in the nature
of a return — gesture for the many
bappy student years [ Spent in
these beloved preeincts Y.  Say
" self-effacement
summed up Saraswathie,

Hxegi thaniimenium aere pe-
rennius — Horace (1 have com-
pleted & monument more durable
than brass ),

bined to blend scenes of Palesti- —R.S.8.
Regiateved as a Newspaper at the G, P, 0., Sré Lanka wunderNo, OB.[100125/51,
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