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A Philanthrophist

by. 8. Sivasubramaniam. Esqr,
proctor, s. ¢. colombo

He was a great saivite; he was a loyal and public spirited tamil;
he was a philonthrophist; he was a good man. he tried to serve our people,
our country, our culture and riligion with great earnestness regardless of
financial losses to himself, if he had cared to increase his wealth for his
own benefit or that of his family, he would have been a very rich man. if
he had cared to live a comfortable life for himself, he could have done so
easily. instead of seeking financial benefit for himself or for his family or
his physical comfort he underwent great hardship for a long number of
years to render service according to the best of his lights. he was a rare
type of person ; such persons aer not often found in our community. he
was great public benefactor; he was a person of simple and affable ways.
there is a saying that a prophet is not honoured at times by his own pepole
or in his own counrty or place of residence. perhaps the public may not
have fully residence. perhaps the public may not have fully realised the
worth of sriman attiaar arunachalam  during his life time. it is our duty
to think of him who has done so much public work with affection and
gratitude. by so remembering him, we, will, do good to our mental and
moral development and to the general progress of our people. by
remembering good people, we do good to ourselves and to our country.

Mr. Arunachalam belonged to a respected and leading hindu
family from the ancient hindu villege of neervely. The culture, simplicity
and goodness which were some of his characteristics were, I belive, to
some extent inherited by him. that belonged to the family and the villege.
His outstanding service to the public was the Attiaar hindu college
brought in to being and endowed by him education of hindu children in
hindu environments and hindu atmosphere under hindu management
was an ideal which was enunciated with great vigour and clarity by the
revered seela sri arumuga navalar, the originator of modern hindu revival
in ceylon. leaders like the late sivapragasa pandither and sangara
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pandither of neervely were among the great souls who laboured for this
ideal. in the ancient Village of neervely, in hindu lines. at a crucial
juncture mr, attiaar with rare public spirit and imagination took over this
undertaking from the pandither's descendent , enlarged it to very great
degree and brough it to its present state.he further endowed the
institution with valuable landed properties. this institution contributed
greatly to the preservation of hindu culture and religion and ideals among
the people of neervely and adjoining villages. it became a leading
institution in the whole of jaffna district. Mr. Attiaar arunachalam will
rank as one of the greatest personalities who had laboured for the cause of
hindu education during our times. a person who was of great help to mr.
attiaar was the late Mr. Stephen, a high official in the colombo
commercial company at which firm Mr. Attiaar worked. Mr. Stephen
was high souled Englishman who was full of kindnees and sympathy
towards mr, attiaar and his public-spirited educational efforts. he was
also a great lover of the tamil people during his stay in colombo mr.
arunachalam participated in many religious and public causes and did not
shirk responsipility. he was regular worshiper at sivasubramania temble
at slave island, and served the temple with great devotion. he was at one
chief trustee of the temple. he was actively asociated with the ceylon
saiva paripalana sabhai and the vivekananda society, two hindu
institutions which have been working at colombo for the welfare of the
hindus.

On his return to jaffna after his stay in the upcountry area and
colombo he identified himself with the civic activities of neervely and
was a member and elected chairman of the villege committee of neervely
and endeavoured to do his. his with the usual enthusiasm and zeal.

Mr. arunachalam was one of those earlier pioneers who took an
interest in the religious education of the members of the hindu
priesthood. he made several efforts to make arrangements to impart
religious education to members of the hindu priesthhoed.
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He was also associated with the Thiruketheeswaram temble
restoration movement and was devotee of that temple.

Mr. Arunacahlam was one of the earlist members of the all-
celylon tamil congress and worked for the fulfillment of its progress both
at colombo and jaffna. he was a member of the communittee and used to
attend meetings both organised by the congress and by the committee
with remarkable consistence and devotion.

Mr, arunachalam was predeceased by his devoted wife several
years ago. the lady was a good and gracious hindu lady who loyally
enabled mr. arunachalam to carry on his noble work and thus fulfilled
the character of the hindu dharamapathini. husband and wife were noted
for their great hospitality. he has left behind his son who no doubt would
faithfully walk in the footsteps of his parents. Mr. Attiaar Arunachalam's
personality and service will endure for some considerable period of time,
long in this fleeting world of ours. he has left behind a record of a good
life lived well in the service of his country produce people like him in the
difficult days to come and may some of the ideals which he pursued with
great tenacity inspire future generations.

O little hearts! that throb and beat,

with such impatient feverish heat,

such limitless and strong desires,

Mine that so long has glowed and burned,

With passions into ashes turned,

Now covers and conceals its fires,

O little souls! as pure and while

And crystalline as rays of light

Direct from heaven, their source divine;

Refracted through the mist of years,

How red my setting sun appears,

How lurid looks this soul of mine!
-H.W.Longfellow
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The Late Mudaliyar Attiaar Arunachalam, J.p.
An apprecition by
GATE MUDLR. C. THIAGARAJAH

Mudaliyar Attiaar Arunachalam was a contemporary of mine at the
Jaffna Hindu College. We were in Colombo during our working life and
later in Jaffna we were fellow workers for the social upliftment of our
people. Therefore, 1 am in a special sense qualified to write on the life of
the late Mudaliyar Attiaar Arunachalam.

He was great Social worker. For the advanecment of education
he founded the Attiaar Hindu College at Neervely for the benefit of
Hindu boys and girls. The Attiaar Hindu college has progressed and
today ranks as one the important colleges in the Jaffna District. This was
entirely due to the munificience, guidance and support of Mudaliyar
Attiaar Arunachalam.

He was doing a lot of work in the field of co - operation and was
the president of the Neervely Multipurpose cooperative Society. The
workdone by this society under Mudaliyar Attiaar Arunachalam for the
welfare of the farmers of the area was great and speaks well of him.

In the field of Community centre activities. I can personally
testify to the contribution of Mudaliyar Attiaar Arunachalam. He also did
good work in connection with the National Savings Movement. He was
Vice -President of the Jaffna Branch of the St. John Ambulance
Association. He was a member of various committees set up by the
Government Agent in this district and did constuctive work. He was also
a member of the committee of the Jaffha Branch of the National Council
for the welfare of the Deaf and Blind.
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: Mudaliyar Attiaar Arunchalam was a good man. He was
charitable and was always cheerful and pleasent. He held high ideals of
conduct and always stuck to them.

By his death Jaffna has lost one of its distinguished souls and
Neervely an illustrious patron. may his soul rest in peace.

O father, gracious was that word which clos'd

Thy sovereign sentence, that man should fiud grace;
Forwhich both Heav'n and Earth shall high extol
Thy praises, with th' innumerable sound

Of Hymns and sacred Songs, wherewith thy Throne
Enocompass'd shall resound thee ever blest.

For should Man finally be lost, should Man.
Thy creature late so lov'd, thy youngest Son
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though joined
With his own folly? that be form thee far,
That far be from thee, who art judge
Of all things made, and judgest only right.
-Milton in "Paradise lost”
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ATRIBUTE TO
Mudaliar ATTIAAR ARUNACHALAM J.P.
by. muhandiram E. P. RASIAH, J.P.

The late Mudaliar Aftiaar Arunachalam, born 76 years ago, died
suddenly at his residence at Neervely surrounded by his kith and kin. He
happened to be the latest victim of that fell disease, Coronorary
Thrombosis. Men and women. boys and girls of all rank and station
continue to bemoan his loss.

Bomn into life in the lap of luxury and oppulence, he lived
discarding ease and indolence, voluntarily embracing austerity and
asceticism. Although denied the advantages of a University education,
yet, he was the pioneer and founder of an Institution for the inculcation of
primary and secondary education to the youths in and around Neervely.

Blue - blooded by birth, he lived to be the elected representative
of his village Committe and for some time officiated as its democratic
Head. He also paricipated in varied capacities, in volunatary
Organisations such as the F1.N.S., the St. John Ambulance Associations,
the Co-op. Society, the National Council for the Deaf and Blind, the
C.N.AP.T. and the National Savings Movement. To all of these, he gave
much of his spare time and assisted the Office bearers in their effcient
working.

He talked with crowds and yet kept his virtues. He moved with
kings and ne'er lost the common touch. He was a man of wisdom, but it
was not the wisdom of the intellect, it was the wisdom of the heart, of
compassion and of understanding. Behind his austere and short build,
there beat a tender heart. He was somewhat shy. yet sincere, suave and
almost French in his politeness. He greeted friend or foe alike with a
gracious, friendly urbanity and disarmed even strangers with his genial,
winsome smile.
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He was a good Tamil, a devout Hindu, an outstanding public
figure in Jaffna and a patriotic son of Sri Lanka. He was highly
respected, if not loved by all in the North and the South as he had
dedicated most part of his life for the cause of education and the uplift of
down trodden humanity.

Up to the time of his demise, he had caused his heart and nerve
and sinew to serve their turn Long after they were gone, filling the
unforgiving minute with 60 seconds worth distance run.

Sartorially. he was the champion of Tamil national dress, and
invariably donned it. he was a striking figure, dignified and stately in
turban, long coat and trousers. The sword and braided unifrom of
Mudalyar gave added lustre to his personality.

Unlike the average man, who fretted and fumed hounded by
memories of yesterday, agonies of today and horrors of tomorrow,
Mudaliar Attiaar Arunachalam took light - heartdely to life and its service
interlarding them with sincerity and goodwill.

Mudaliar had come down to Jaffna to sponsor the claims of his
Co - op. Society to despatch some consignment of onions to Colombo
and in doing that, he had collapsed and the end had followed. He had
losthis life in the actual discharge of a public duty. What a noble end to a
noble soul?

To us Hindus, Death preludes re - birth and the spark of live goes
on living; hence the Being whom we knew as Attiar Arunachalam may
have already been flashed into existence on a distant plane as a purified
Avatar. Or may be, that the wave - length has alread vitalized some
human conception somewhere, to be reborn in due course as a nobler soul
in some part of this wide world to do greater good to mankind. Till then
may his soul rest in peace.

Om shanti! Shanti!! Shanti!!!
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All strength - all terror, single or in bands,
That everwas put forth in personal form '
Johovah - with his thunder. and the choir
Of shouting Angels, and the empyreal thrones.
I pass them unalarmed. Not chaos, not
The darkest pit of lowest Erebus,
Or aught of blinder vacancy, scooped out
By help of dreams - can breed such fear and awe
As fall upon us often when we look
Into our Minds, into the Mind of man -
My haunt, and the main region of my song.
- Weffiam Wordsworth

Attiaar, The Utilising Social Worker.
by. J. T. SABAPATHIPILLAI, Esq
D.R. 0., KOPAY

It can truly be said of the late Mudaliyar Atriaar Arunachalam
that he dedicated his life to the cause of education and worked
unceasingly towards this end. sacrificing his personal comforts, in order
to provide educational facilities to the residents of Neervely and the
neighbouring villages. Attiaar Hindu College, built entirely from his own
resources, stands as a great monument to the magnanimity, large -
heartedness and the untiring efforts of our late revered Afttiaar. His
memory will long live in the hearts of the people and generations to come
will be grateful to him and for his lite's work.

The task of establishing an educational institution would have
been too much of a burden for most fo us to bear but the late Attiaar,
lacking in financial resources, as he did, was able to shoulder it and
accomplish it with ease. He was always one who believed with the
famous poet, Tennyson. that.
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"Movre things are wrought by prayer
than this world dreams of"

One Cannot but wonder how Attiaar could have started and
developed his College to its present state. The only conclusion on could
come to, is, that the hand of God was with him in all his undertakings.

That late Attiaar's interests were not confined to the field of
education alone. He joined whole - heartedly in any work intended for
the benefit of the village and gave of his best to such work; whether in his
capacity as president of a Society (he was president of more than one
society at the same time) or as a member. he worked untiringly to obtain
for his village all amenities that were provided by Government. He even
mede trips at has own expense to Colombo to see Heads of Department to
Press for an allocation of funds for aroad or building and invariably met
with success.

There was no committee or other organizations in Jaffna for the
welfare of the people in which Attiaar was not a member. He would make
it a point ti attend every meeting and implement its decisions promptly.
He was one who took a great dilight in serving his fellow - men even at
great inconvenience to himself. He toiled day and night to improve the
living conditions of the residents of his village and the neighbouring
areas and left no stone unturned to achieve this end. The poor and
downtrodden were his great concern and he would visit Government
offices frequently tp speak on thir behalf and obtain for them the help
they needed.

His manner of speech, his humility and genial disposition have
helped him great measure to reach his goal in life. namely, the
unpliftment of the village in which he lived. There are many Social
Workers amongst us who are doing much towards the betterment of
humanity but I have still ti meet a more genuine, ardent aud untiring
worker than this late lamented Attiaar Arunachalam. May his soul rest in
peace.

B -



THE LATE MUDALIYAR
ATTIAAR ARUNACHALAM. J. P.
by. S .K. KANDIAH, Esq, B. A
Teacher Attiaar Hindu College

It was Jesus Christ who said, "Silver and gold have I none but
what I have 1 give unto you" The late Mudaliyar Arunachalam was of the
same mould as that which spoke such words. He have everything he had
to the service of the poor as Jesus wanted. Perhaps he might have been
one of the elven or, shall we say, he might have displaced Judas, ifhe had
been born at the time of Jesus.

Without any endowments similar to those which made sir
ponnambalam Ramanathan's achievements to a great extent relisable,
given his personal initiative and acquired qualities, the late Mudaliyar
aspired to achieve, on a much narrower canvas, the same noble aims
which oliver Goldsmith too eulogised in his immortal line.

"The love he bore to learning was at fault"

Our Mudaliyar's devotion to the spiritual and material welfare of
his compatriots was a continuation of that of both sir Ramanathan And
Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar.

He was among the first in Neerely to experience mobernism
through white - collar Service and English education. If a persistent
traditionalism in matters cultural and personal can be viewed as the
stable substantial base for pragmatic adaptation and transitional change -
over to more modern, more comprehensive and more cosmopolitan
growth, Mudaliyar Arunachalam had such a persistent traditoinalism
and such a pragmatic approach. Making allowances for his peasant
antecedents and consequently limited material facilities, one may place
him in the same category as Sir Ramanathan, Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar and Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee (a triofamed in the annals of
Higher Education of Ceylon, Madras and calcutta).

o B



As a representative of Hindu cultural values our Mudaliyar
staked his all preserving the orthodox Hindu essence of his forbears and
on endeavouring, with that core, to modernise society through English
education, the gateway to modern emploument.

He activities, before Free Education and the Schools - Take -
Over too, were extended to religious spheres where he actively
participated in reviving choral singing of devotional song and in the
annual expounding of Hindu Scriptures.

When the growth of national and social activities opened up new
avenues he threw himself, heart and soul, into every avenue of rural,
social and co - operative activity ranging from his village to the regional
and district levels.

The late Mr. D. S Senanayake. when he first visited Valigamam
East as premier of Free Lanka, had occasion to eulogies the services of
Our Mudaliyar. That earlier Mudaliyar Arunachalam earned the most
intimate and life - long friendship of Mr. Stephen, an Englishman of the
Colombo Commercial Company, as well as the sustained appreciation of
that institution where he worked as Chief Storekeeper, are the indications
of his rise from the ranks. He was not feudal minded but was realistically
democratic.

He was one of those non - political leaders who represented
Jaffna at the funeral at Horagolla. A different dispensation later
recognised the Mudaliyar's services by making hima J.P.in 1960.

The manner of his entire life and, not least. the manner of his
dying while active in co - operative work in his 76th year show that at a
different time and place he could have reached Churchillian proportions.

I repeat that could have been worthy of Jesus in the latter's time
and of Churchill in the persevering devotion to ultra - personal, essential
tradition and to resilient corporate assimilation of the new.

—Bh L



"God fulfils himself in many ways" and God has taken
Mudaliyar Attiaar Arunachalam to himself to be with his Cherubim and
Seraphim.

His wife, who predeceased him, was a mounment of patience
and service to him and, as he used to say, a tower of strength to him,
sharing in his simple joys and difficult experiences.

Now he is back in his sanctuary of the infinite from where we
come as children. "traling clouds of glory from God who is our home"

What wordworth regarded as "Plain living and high thinking"
we were able to see in the simple ways of our Mudaliyar and in his
intense devotion to helping his compatriots at the village, the spiritual
and the student levels. A wee little man, he was a veritable giant in his
practical life, a patriarch to his own people and a cherished friend of the
tallest among men in Ceylon.

MESSAGE FROM R. M. SALMON Esqr.

Retired chief Engineer Commercial Company Colombo)
I was in intimate contact with Mudaliar Arunachalam during his
employment as Head Store Keeper in the Engineering Department of the

Colombo Commercial Company.

I Cannot speak too highly of his ability, honesty and keenness
which were such a splendid example to all who worked under him

He truly eamed and so well deserved the high degree of
admiration and friendship which we all bore towards him

yours Faithfully
R. M. Salmon
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