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RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALTETH A NATION

BUT

SIN

[S A REPROACH TO

ANY PEOPLE

Asian Christian Publishers
meet in Singapore

For the first time in the his-
tory of Christian publishing houses
in the region, six Asian Christian
publishers met at Singapore re-
cently and affirmed that Asian
Christian thinking must be trans-
lated and published in Asian lan-
guages in addition to its original
Ianguage edition or English,

Despite the diflerences between
one Asian situation and another,

_t.hi_l group agreed that there is a

growing awareness that " our des-
tiny bangs together " and there is
an urgent need to affirm our one-
ness and togetherness in Jesus
Christ.

" Writings that treat our com-
mon human struggles and themes
which celebrate our oneness in
Christ, wherever these come from,
can inform and eorich us all”
said the report of the working
group dealing with the * Concern
ontent "',

“statistics on. suiy
cides among high school and college
youth, Yoshimura Kyoji, Director
of the Yokohama YMCA asked,
" Doesn’t the Church havea mes-
sage of hope for the young people? "

 Mission " said Dr. Ishida,
Professor of Dissiology at the
Lutheran Seminary, Japan, ' in-
volves movement, motion, looking

ahead. "

The General Secretary of the
Japan YMCA was elected the new
Chairperson and the President of
the Japan Y, W. C, A. was elected
Vice-chairperson, the first woman
officer to hold the office,

Methodists in the News

Among the plenary speakers
gt Nairobi were five Methodists —
Michael Manley, Mortimer Arias,
Charles Birch, John Deschner and
Philip Potter, the General Secret-
ary of the WCC. The British
Parliament has just elected its
third Methodist in a row as
Speaker in the person of George
Thomas, a Welsh Labour M. P,

Ethiopian Patriarch removed

His Holiness Abuna Theophi-

lus (72), head of the 12 million
member Ethiopian Orthodox
Church, bas, it is learnt, been

dismissed as Patriarch by the
Provincial Military Administrative
Council, Well known in the ecu-
menical movement, he had parti-
cipated in the first four assemblies
of the WCC and was host to the
Central Commitiee in January,
1971. An interim administrator,
has been named until the regular
glection of a successor om 7th of
July, The World Council of Chur-
ches is seeking additional facts
pbout the situation,

First Inter-Faith Work Camp

The First South East Asia
Inter-Faith Work Camp will meet
in South Sumatra from Septem-
ber 11 — October 9 this year.
Some 60 South East Asians, re-
presenting the Mozslem,. Buddhist,
Hindu, Sik = and Christian faiths
will meet in the predominantly
Moslem country of South Sumatra
where participants will be engaged
in a development project with
residents who have transmigrated
from the neighbouring (and over-
populated ) island of Java.

“The Religious contribution
to ASEAN Development" will be
the theme of the Work Camp.
Prospective participants will be
between the ages of 20 and 30
years and will be expected to have
a sound understanding of their
respective faith for dialogue.

United Theological College,
Bangalore

The Annual Meeting of the

Governing Counsil and-the Vale- .

dictory Service were held on the
3rd of April'in the College. The
Senate of Serampore College has
now granted autonomy to the
U. T. C. in conducting the
B.D; B.R,E, degrees and the
Diploma in Religious Knowledge
(D. R, K.). The United Theo-
logical College is the first college
affiliated to Serampore to be
granted this status.

At the Valediclory Service
held on the 4th of April, 44
candidates received diplomas and
certificates. Of these 33 are
going into the parishes, 6 are
going as teachers of theology and
the others will be serving in
specialised fields as Youth Workers
and Bible Translators. Prof,
Saral K. Chatterji, Director of the
Christian Institute and President
of the Senate of Serampore
College preached the Valedictory
Sermon.

CNAPT:
Regional Conferencc
(Northern Region)

A meeting of the Regional
Conference (N. R.) of the Ceylon
National Association for the Pre-
vention of Tuberculosis was held
at the Government Agent’s Office,
Jaffna on Friday 21lst of May.
Dr. A, Selvaratnam, bSouth East
Asian Representative of the Inter-

national Union against Tuber-
culosis, addressed the Confer-
ence,

Dr. Selvaratpam was enter-

taingd to Dinner on the same
day al the Subhas Guest House.
Dr, T. Gengatharan, President of
the CNAPT (Vali-West) presided.
Mr, J. G, Arasaratpam is Honys
Iegional Secretary of the CNAPT!
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‘record in School and

WCC Executive Commiltee

The Executive Commniittee of
the World Council of Churches
held its first Post-Nairobi meeting
in Geneva recently. The 26

member Committee with Arch-
bishop Edward (Ted) Scott of
Canada as Moderator had a big

task before them of sifting the
mountain of Assembly recommend-
ations and deciding on priorities.
Final decisions will be taken by
the new Central Committe which
meets in Geneva August 10—18.

The future of the Ecumenical
Institute at Bossey was much in
the thoughts of the Executive
Committee. Dr, Potter was autho-
rised " to exercise maximum efforts
to secure new sources of financial
support and to engage in con-
versation with mnew partners to
make Bossey's programme more
comprehensive.

Two public issues were also
in the Committee’s thoughts —
a just peace to Lebanon and the
Middle East and concern for the
fate of 2100 missing Greek

‘Cypriots. .

Mr. Frank Norman retires on
June 30 after 30 years as Director
of the WCC’s Finance and Central
Services Department. The Com-
mittee espressed deep gratitude
to him for his fotal commitment
to the work of the WCC.

Service of Thanksgiving

A Service of Thaoksgiving
for the life of Anne Pushpamany
Selvanayagam (nee Thambapillai)
was conducted on Friday, May 14
at 5-30 p. m. at St. John's Church,
Chundikuli, The Ven, ]J. ], Gnana-
pragasam, Archdeacon of Jaffoa
officiated, assisted by the Ven, J.
R. Navaratnam, Archdeacon Eme:
ritus,

There was a large gathering
of relations; friends and past pupils
of Mrs. Selvanayagam. The Bible
Lessons were read by her sons
Messrs, W, B, Selvanayagam and
L.. 8. Selvanayagam and her bro-
ther Mr. M. T, Thambapillai.

Mrs, Lily Jesudason paying
the tribute said that Mrs. Selva-
nayagam and her sisters were stu-
dents at Chundikuli Girls' College
during the Page Era and later
both became teachers at Chundi-
kuli. Mrs, Selvanayagam had a
good academic as well as Sports
served her
Alma Mater as teacher for 30
years, moulding the young lives of
several who today remember her
with love and gratitude., She was
for many years the violinist at
St. John's Church, Chundikuli.
She married the late Mr, E,
Anketell Selvanayagam, Science
Master at St Patrick's College.

The Service ended with all
those present participating in Holy
Communion, -

LAGEOS

Lageos (Laser geodynamics
satellite) which looks like a huge
golf ball was launched on May 4
by the U.S, National Aeronautics
and Space Administration to detect
movements and changes in the
earth's crust so as to avoid
earthquakes which are a commen
feature in certain parts of the
world. Tt will remain in orhit
for eight million years before

deteriorating or crashing back to

earth,

The satellite also catries a

message for future inhabitants ef

the earth., On a slainless steel
plague is a schematism of the
earth and sun and three maps
of the globe. The
illustrates the way the earth may
have looked like before the single
land mass broke up. The second
map shows the surface as it
appears today. The
extra-polation of what geologists
think the earth may look like
eight million years from now,

first one

third is an

® lour members of the Nunavil
Church Youth League have been
selected for entrance to the Uni-
two for
medicine, one for Veterinary Sci-

versity of Sri Lanka,

ence and one for Engineering,

St. John's College, Jaffaa

THE PRIZE GIVING

fixed for the 4th of June
is postponed to
Thursday the 10th of Junme.

We regret -
all inconveniences caused,

PRINCIPAL

The Annual Re-union of the
Past Pupils of
Uduvil Girls’ Colleg_a

Uduvil Girls' College

Venne: :
Date: 26th June, 1976 -
Time:  2-30 p.m.
PROGRAMME |

2.30 p.m. Fraise Service,
3.15 p.m. Net:ball Maich

Past Vs, Present Girls,
4.30 p, m, Annpual

Greneral Meeting.
5.30 p. m, Tea.
600 p.m, Entertainment —

Past & Present,

Spouses ure invited for
~ the Entertatnment,
E. M. NiLes
Becy: Q. G!“\
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" and other foreign languages ip their erstwhile colonial

 of belonging together.
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.English as Auxiliary International Language

“The only rela.l Englishmen left in the world are Indian.s.” hr‘lal-
colm Muggeridge wrote, may be with a touch of exz_iggers.t!ou. I:ha
kﬁmﬁ swriter and broadeaster was referring to the facility Wllh‘ which
in a big Indian city every third or fourth person Ispoke with an
impressive command of Epglish. In some me_asuxe this would be true
of ﬁm_n;r metropolitan cities in countries which once fclrmed part of
'ti;s British Empire. Why, English has now replaced Erenc‘h. putch
territories as

well.

It is true that the resurrection of the national languages is ‘a.t
the centre of the modern repaissance by which‘mjauy former colonial
countries are regaining their own soul. Often it is the utterance§ of
poets and prophets in their native tongue thatlhas heralded the birth
a‘f”a new nation. The concept of pationalism is marked not merely
by the transference of power to the indigenous people but by a sense
The wide use of the people’s language in the
schools and in civic life is therefore indispensable to promote their

new nationhood.

ironically, it can be claimed that the nationalism before
retreated so decorously in Asia and Afriea is of her
of justice and liberty and equality taught
from English textbooks. The English language has be:en the Empire's
undoing. K. M. Panikkar has peinted out that }he Lnglish lang_uage
n:va to India more than a common language ; it supplied the ideas
that went to make the revolutionary changes of the modern period
and belped to create an elife imbued with these.new purposes, qu,
no longer as usurper of the mother-tongue but n_s ally (1o Gandhij's
felicitous phrase), the English language and English books are helping
thhsa in Asia and Africa to catch up with the modern world, Not
least, it is the encounter with the West that 1s epabling these peoples
to turn their ancient languages to new uses, Granted that those who
do not write or speak in the mother-tongue will bave only a slender
audience, it must be said no less that those who do not read in
Ehg'],iéh will have little to write. Even the re-siatement of Hinduism
and Buddsm owes so much to scholarship in the English language
‘on the part of both Eastern and Western scholars.

Yet,
which Britain
own making, with ideas

Apart from its wide dispersion, itis the wide range of knowledge
that is available in English books and periodicals and other media
that makes the language adequate for the purposes of an auxiliary
international language. Books from the English-speaking countries feed
libraries the world over; mullions of non-English-speaking people read
English books and magazines, listen to Enghish broadcasts, and see
Epglish films, In the field of scientific and techmical hiterature, books
and papers published in such languages as French, German and Rus-
sian are systematically translated into English at documeniation centres
in countries like India for the benefit of local scientists. International
technical terms in their English form are being incorporated into Asian
languages. For those who cannot read, 10,000 Engush books covering
s wide field of writing are translated every year inio other languages;
English 1s by far the world's most translated language.

We may distinguish between three broad levels of proficiency in
English 1n the future. With the renewed interest in the concept of
life-long-education and the expanding opportunities for eVETY man in
new patterns of leisure and work both here and abroad, those who
have reached the Senior Secondary stage should culuvate Enplish as
a library language, a pertecied tool that gives them access to tech-
nical wriling, to buoks and journals, lectures and broadcasts, A degree
of function will enter into the use of English, students being intro-
duced to the hierature and special vocabulary that enables them to
read with compiehension books aud journals 1u their Partcular field
and move @t ease in Il§ coucepts,

Those who do not teach that level of education that
the functional use of Enghsh may sull gain by acquining
knowledge of Lnghsh. May be with age and maturity they will
develop fuocuonal literacy, Even otherwise, their minimal command
of Enghsh will help them in work and life,

calls for
@ woriing

At the other end, we need to have gifted persons who ars
able to use English as a creative medium, who have absorbed the
thought and culture of the age, and are able to write to a wn‘z‘]‘d
readership and address world torums, Amidst the contending npationg-
lisms of our time we can yet perceive an emerging World Community
& new mankind conscious of its common destiny, Like any ul[!e:
association & world community bas to be built on mutual under : ;
With no pre-meditated plan Epghsh bas become the ready

: y means of
much of this nter-continental communication in ideas. atanding op

thg threshold of a new age of global history, let us nat deny ourselvey
this ready-made tool which our own history has sharpened for

standing,

us,
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HE CARRIED THE CROSS WHICH HAS NO HANDLE

[ Dr. Kosuke Koyama, the autbor of this article is curreptly

teaching at the University of
Director of the

Asia for five years before taking

1974, He is the author of
Take up a lunch box. It

is much easier to take than

a cross. A lunch box has a

handle, ‘The cross has no handle.
How then are we to take up
the cross?

Besides that, what a bulky,
demoralising object a cross is to
carry! Why not a nourishing
lunch-box ; which has boiled eggs,
sliced cheese, a piece of lamb,
green lettucer and a thermos of
hot coffee.

How about such an ever-
developed caloried-salaried, inter-
national, technological carefully
packed lunch box for the sake
of Jesus Christ?

The cross does
handle. ‘' Handle’
means of efficient contrel-Auto-
mobiles with powerful engines
obey us because we control them
through the handle (steering wheel).
The basic difference between
technology and theology is that
the former gives us both " engine”’
and ''handle" whereas the latter
has ‘engine’ but no 'handle’,

not have a
stands for a

Theology that puts the handle
to the power of God 1s no longer
a theology but a demonic theo-
logical ideology. Theology must

refuse to “handle” the saving
power of God. It tries to speak
about it. It tries te sing about

it. It meditates about it,

The image of Jesus upder
the weight of bulky handle-less
Cross 15 a pregnant theological
image. Jesus Chnist does not
carry his cross as an  American
business man carries a briefcase,
We can shave Jesus. We can
put a meckue on Jesus. We can
put & par of glasses over his
eyes and a Sony Transistor Radio

Otaga in New Zealand.
Association of Theoclogical

He was
in South East
appointment in

Schools

up his present

Water Buffale Theology. ]

in his bands. But if we put
a handle on his cross so he can
carry it as a business man carries
a briefcase, then the Christian
faith has lost its ground. Theo-
logy is then paralysed. Christian
ethics has lost its inner inspir-
ation. One of the most inspiring
aspects of bibilical faith is that
God comes to man yet he does
not handle man.

In Singapore 1 was driviog
with a Sri Lanka Buddhist monk.
He was reading from a huge
church poster, ' Crusade for
Christ’. He turned and whispered
to me, “Your Christ must be
desperate. He needs people to
crusade for him., Campaigning is
a political exercise nota religious
activity, Why do you cheapen
and humiliate your savieur."”

I felt the monk expressed
quite well the spirit of the Asian
religious heritage. We live in a
society dedicated to efficiency and
physical comfort. Are we mnot
putting a handle on the cross?

The Church is called success-
ful when it is functioning -effci-
ently, Yes. That's fine as long
as its efficiency is an inefficient
efficiency pointing to Jesus Christ
who carried the handle-less cross.
But isit not true that our minis-
try often falls into m dedicated
chasing of efficiency? Don't we
put our whole energy into pre-
paring the most atiractive servics
to which people are welcome?

At the centre of theology and
ministry stands self-denial, the
most inefficient and uncomfortable
posture one can take up. “If
any one would come after me,
let him deny himself, and take
up his cross and follow me,”

Letter to the Editor
Death of a Savant

The 1tem in the Morning Star
of Zlst May (waken over from
the Hindu Organ) under the above
caption and reterring to the late
Mr, K. Kamachandra gives praise
1o one (o whom praise 15 due.
weé are all children of God; 1t
would, however, seem that some
are specially chosen fo carry oul
God's inshes tnad ntense manner
for the good of mankind and of
all creation. Mr., Kamachandra
appeared lo be omne such of the
elite. He beheved 1n the Unity
of Religions, the Supremacy of
Matters Sprritual ana the Omini-
potence of God 1n g most remark-
able manoper and with fidility given
te few mortals 1f 1 might humbly
presume to say so. He was a
vary devout Hindu; at the same
tume, he believed in the sacred
character of Lord Jesus Christ,

IN BRIEF........

® The Tamil Nadu Government
has declared that public servants
who solicit dowry or aid its pras-
tice will be prosecuted in the
court of law. It hasalso decided
to amend the code of conduct of
public servants to put an end tg
the practice,

® According to news reperts,
teachers who were trained 10
years ago will be given In-Service
traming in Teachers’ Colleges of
one and a half month’'s duration
to enable them to be oriented to
the New Scheme.

tions according to his lights and
wherever in agreement sn a whole
hearted manner,

As a long time and humbl®
admirer of Mr. Ramachandra and
a respectiul ( Hindu) reader of
the Morning Star from about my
tenth year, that is, for a period

éven as he believed in the role of over 67 years, the space so

of the holy prophets of religions kindly given in your esteemed

other than his own, and wowld columns in this connection, is

admire and  respect Christian greatly appreciated.
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