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SIN I REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Historic Tables Found in wrote to me: We stayed with

Syria the Ambalavanars, and found them
gracious, unselfish and considerate
, .. hosts. Dr. (Mrs) Chandra was
Archaelogical Excavation in h
’ a to have a guest who had
Northern Syria has uncovered v y - A o

known, liked, and been associated
with her father, We ate a meal
at several homes — Kadirgamar's,
K. A. Selliah’s, 1. P. Thurairat-
nam’s, Lyman Kulathungam's, and
Mary Elias'. In Colombo we had
an Old Boys' reception at the
YMCA, 50 or so in attendance.
We went to meals at the V. G.
George home, to Ernest Appa-
durai's, to Walter Jeyarajah's ...
I see a good picture of the high
and grade school portions. They
look to me, apart from buildings,
like a pretty good equivalent of

15,000 tablets from an ancient
Semitic civilisation that may throw
light on much of Old Testament
history. David Noel! Freedman,
of the University of Michigan,
said the tablets were attributed
to the Kingdom of Ebla, a civilis-
ation that flourished more than
4000 years ago.

Among the references to bi-
blical places and persons in the
tablets is one that mentions
“urusalima,  thought to be
Jerusalem. It predates any other

kaown reference to that city by what was in Vaddukoddai when
some 1,000 years. you and 1 first came there ..
! We toured Sri Lanka, saw a

In his memorandum, Dr. Veddah family, climbed Adam's
Freedman declared that "a new Peak, saw the Ancient Cities,
Chapter in the history of the We are now going to India; and

Near East has been opened and

it will not be closed for some-
times ",

will stay a few days with Michael.”

Recently Dorothy Appleby
telephoned me. She will visit me

The University of Michigan March 15 to 19, after calling on

scholar reported that about 10,500 of Charlotte Bunker ' Sullivan, and
the tablets have been catagorized the UCBWM offices (Navam
so far. Two deal with case law Mills ):

and predate the famous Code of ‘ . ik
Hammurabi, which bad previously _ She's already visited the

‘been thought to be the oldest ‘Vagstafis. By the way, Suzanne

t0 & young man she had}kilbﬁfﬁ.
from high schosl. Both are
graduating from college in the
late spring. He plans to be a
lawyer.

a

Poll Reports Church
Attendance Up in U. S,

U. S, Church and Synagogue
attendance rose in 1976 for the
first time since 1958, according
to a new Gallup Poll.

I'm expecting Dr, Harrison
to come to lunch on the 16th,
with two former Marathi Mis-
sionaries, Rev. Joseph Moulton
and Rev. Jack Swart. The M. D.
Daniels plan to come on the 15th,

Asked "Did you yourself
bappen to attend church or syna-
gogue in the last seven days”?,
42 per cent of the respondents
said 'yes'. For the last five years,
the figure was 40 per cent, a low.
A high of 49 per cent was re-
corded in 1955 and 1958,

Gallup  interviewed 13,898
persons eighteen or older in more

Another item, Long, long
ago, even before my day, Stephen
Hieb taught at Jaffna College.
He then worked in the Criminal
Tribe Settlements in the Marathi
Mission, and in the USA. His
wife, Beth, died a few years ago
and moved to Pilgrim Place,

than 300 localities over njpe Claremont, California. Here he
selected weeks to account for met Marie Fairbank, wbom_ he
seasonal Auctuations, had koown on the mission field,
now a widow, He wrotein 1976,

According to the Gallup “In May, outdoors, we two were
analysis, 55 per cent of Roman wed, and on us did attend, daugter,
Catholics are in church in a son-in-law, grand children, with
typical week, 40 per cent of many and many a friend., In
Protestants, 46 per cent of women, August we set out, and crossed
37 per cent of men, the continent. To Washington
< and back again, wisiting as we
Daopllt:.eTiS\:in;k:llythealti?eifs Most  Went. Our trip was glorious, but for

sure, the getting home was grand,
We are glad that we still
do some small tasks, make
— some lives a little brighter now,

just for the good IL.ord's sake ",

likely are those in the South and
Middle West.

£an
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Letter from America

Our cold winter draws to a

26, Valley Rd,, Milton, Mass.

close. The snow melts, the days
March 5, 1977, lengthen, the birds return.
Deas Iriends, Good wishes to you all.
The Oppenheims surely en-

joyed their visit, Mr, Uppeﬁheim Dorothy Lockwood.

PRESBYTERAL ORDINATION

Letters to the Editor

Indian Parlimentary Elections

Dear Sir,

democratic point of view that the
Parliamentary Elections in India
have been held and conducted
smoothly taking into account the
vastness of the country,
ates,
inherent diversities,
constitute an
the evolution of India and perhaps
‘of the World,

any event is the manner in which
it is accepted by people and the
use made of the event by people.

and enable the country to do its

a6 [ollows i«

The Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society

Will conduct a WHOLE - DAY Seminar at TRIMMER HALL,
Vembadi Road, Jaffna,

on SATURDAY, 7th MAY, 1977, commencing at 9-30 a, m.

Subject:  Amnesty International and its Work for Human
Rights in the World.
Speakers: Mr. E. A G. De Silva — General Introduction,

Hony. Director, $. Asia Publications.
Mr. Richard Reoch — Torture.
Figld Secy., 5. Asia,
Mrs. Suriya Fernando—The Part we in Sti Lanka can Play,

There will also be an exhibition of Posters by World famous Artisis
depicting the work of Amuesty International,

Lunch will be provided at Rs. 3/- each.
May 6th, indicating whether you will
Vegetarian Lunch,
Christa Seva Ashram,

Maruthanamadam,
Chunnakam, 22.4.'77,

Please inform me Bafara
need a Vegetarian or Non-

Canon V. S, D. Satthianadhan =
Divector

IN MEMORIAM

The Rev. S. MANOPAVAN
(Worker-in-Charge of the
1. D., C.5.1. Church, Navaly)

will be ordained a Presbyter

by the In CHERISHED MEyORY
BISHOP IN JAFFNA OF
on Anna Nesamma Arudpragasam
Wednesday, Departed this Life:

the 4th of May, 1977
at 7-30 a.m.
&t ‘the

: | edral _'él; E;é','- i

All are welcome.

20th April, 1969.

i b

Affectionately rem'e_;;ijaefeﬂ by
" her daughter, grand-children,
and great grand-children.
B-2, University Park,

Peradeniya.

SaM. THAMPOE,
Secretary, ]. D, C.S. L.

IN MEMORIAM:

[t is gratifying from the

In Evergreen Memcry of
Our DEAR PARENTS

Rev. & Mrs. G. D. THOMAS

(called Home on 24:4-57 & 15-5-55)

elector-
population and the
The Elections
important event in

and

"Thine are their thoughts, their

A former Presi- works, their powers,

dent of India, the great savant A thine, and yet most truly
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, once said ours ;

that in life what is more im- For well we know, where'er
portant than the occurrence of they be,

Owur dead are living wnto Thee.

( Always lovingly remembered

: i 5.
He made that wise statement in by their loved ones.)

the course of one of his learned Colombo & Jaffna.

lectures, basing it on ancient

religious seriptures. It is to be .
hoped that the people of India “of all the experiments in
and its leadership of all groups goveriment which have bsm_
would react in the proper spirit attempted since the beginning

of time, 1 believe that Hn‘;'

best by itself and the rest of the Indian venture into parlia- i
world. mentary  government 1§ me
Lord Avon, once Sir Anthony most exciting. A vast sub-

continent is attempting to apply |
(Contd. on last pagel %

Eden, a British Premier, stated
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TAMILS AT THE CROSSROADS

I

Introduction

2204 Apl'll, Sk e That Ceylon Tamils are today People's Choice
at the crossroads is evident to all. Thus far we have told the
Corroding Canker They have come {0 this position pegple what a should be done
not only because of whatis being  apd expected them o accept it
The Tribune deseryes high commendation for the articles it pub-  gope to them, but also asa con-  gwholesale. Now Dr. Freire, a
lished, under the heading ‘ Caonfidentially °, on the subject of '* Corrup- sequence of what is happening consultant inm - Educdtion at the
tion" in its issues of March 26 and April 2. The strictures the Tribune among themselves. The present  Wworld Council of Churches, says:
has made on this subject are very timely indeed. We echo its words sjtuation is also crucial that it “ Mang polificst sl Babaiohd

"1s it not a fact that the word 'corruption’ is on everybody's lips

nowadays 7"

are rife in the country and have become endemic.

It would be generally agreed that bribery and corruption
Nothing seems

possible to bhe done in various Government Departments and its Busi-
ness Comcerns without resorting to the oiling of palms of the various
officials, from peons to the higher-ups.

The Tribune has spotlighted its strictures on several Government

ventures like the Co-operative Department, and on cases of * the
pecaddilios and purchasing officers of government agencies like the
Marketing Department and the Paddy Marketing Board.” Though

will determine the future of Tamils
for all times. Hence, it is with
great caution and a grave sense
of responsibility that every action
now must be taken,

In considering possible future

courses, the following three factors
must be kept in mind ;-

(a)

Our historieal background.

plans have failed because their
authors designed them according
to their own personal views of
reality, never once taking into
account (except as mere objects
of the their action) the wmen
in a sttuation towards whom
their programme was ostensibly
divected, "

This view is gaining ground

: : fut amity with 2
we do not want to refer to the same matters, which are important (b) ]t?;lnsusrn'a hulure A so that we must in the future
enough, we wish to underline strongly the corruption that has crept e “: aese‘. think with the people.
into the Co-operative Movement, which was but a few years back (c) People’s choice. There are today two choices

the pride of the Island, especially in Jaffna,

by men of character, ideals and true patriotism.

by the people who knew them intimately,
choke-full of Government's nominees, whose only qualification is that
they swear they are loyal to the Government in power and are ready
to become its willing stooges. The corrupt practices which are adop-
ted by the Multi-Purpose Co-operative Unions and their Branches,
scattered all over the country, are felt in the wvillages very badly.
Through the various Stores not only essential consumers’ items of
food and clothing, but all manner of other articles too leak to the
It is not a rare case to find that essential items like
Condensed Milk, Kerosene, Textiles, and Flour are available in plenty
these Stores,
weight, short measure, and failure to pay the buyers the small balan-
ces due to them — two to tem cents — on their purchases are but a

Black Market.

but at exhorbitant prices in shops

few of their malpractices.

close to

It was then managed

They were elected

Now the Department is

Under

Historical Background

The importance of keeping in
mind the historical backgronnd of
a nation, while considering its
future, cannot be over stressed,
as the future is built on the past
and not de novo., A time like
the present demands authentie
facts when many are peddling
spurious versions of the past.
Besides, when we appear bifore
the forum of the world, all our
statements and claims will car-
tainly be subjected to the strictest
scrutiny. There is not the slightest
doubt about this.

before the people — “the 20 de-
mands” and ‘' the separate state .
The people must be allowed to
choose which they would like to
have. What we could do is te
set out the merits and demerits
of both.

Instead, what bas happened
is that there has been some un-
pecessary mud slingiog at those
who formulated the 20 demands
and the TULF has so far not
clearly stated the need for a se-
parate state. They have based
their claim on the injustices
caused to Tamils; these could be
removed by the 20 demands as

We wish to refer to two more matters in this connection. First,
the M, P's. Chit, which has been condemned very widely in the coun-
try. Even Mr. W. Dahanayake, in his regular column under the
title of 'State of the Nation', in the Independent, has condemnded
it outright and said it leads to corruption. These chits from M. Ps.
are necessary for persons having business to be attended by Govern-
ment Depa_rtn:tents-. like new appointments and transfers. Rumours
~are afloar that some . Fs, demapnd money, generally, throughstheir:

own contact men, from these seeking their favour. Often these men
claim that these monies will go to the Party's Fund. Even then it
is a bribs. And how can ones be sure that these amounts are actu-
ally paid to the Party’s Fund? They may not even reach the M. Ps.
concerned. The big shots go free, but the small fry are produced
before PBribery Courts.

well. Has the TULF other rea-
sons !

When considering the people's
choice, we cannot overlock the
fact that a large number of per-
sons who go about their normal
business without any interest in
apylhing besides themselves and
their families., They are a great
drag on the commumty. While
this attitude may be pardonable
in pormal times itis to be greatly
deplored at a time when the nation
faces a crisis,

Then, even to our people all
the real facts have not been told
as yet. Every Tamil must have
at least a minimum knowledge of
our history based on reliable author-
ship. This would help the Tamils
to decide on the future in a rea-
listic way.

Would our scholars and leaders
prepare the necessary statements?

Future Amity With The Sinhalese

Prof. E. F. C. Ludowyk in his
book, ‘'The Story of Ceylon"
states (see pages 58 & 65) that
Sinhalese hostitity towards the
Tamils showed itself for the first
time in the 5th century A, D.
Prof. Arasaratnam confirms this
in his book, " Ceylon”. But Prof.
E. F. C. Ludowyk goes on toadd .
“that this attitude is still (1962)
alive and nourishes strong emotions
cannot be doubted.™

This feeling of hostitity has
been the basic of all action against
the Tamils in recent times, The
evidence for this statement is far
too strong even for a weak denial.

The second very injuriotis practice adopted by V., 1. Ps, M. Ps, A Tamr..
and Ministers of accepting gifts when they pay wvisits to various pla-
ces in the country needs censure. Of course, we cannot tar all with
the same brush. Quite a number of them do refuse point blank such
gifts. During receptions accorded to such big men, there is the prac-
tice of loadiog them with garlands, some of which have heavier matter
incloded in these garlands than mere flowers or clover, for example
gold soverigns. Can these, by any stretch of the imagination, be
called medallions, coated with wvery little gold, as tokens of affection
and love bsstowed on these big people by a public grateful to them
for the good done to them? Is it really the public or only a group
of people that feels grateful for personal favours received and that
hope their gifts will pave a way for future hemefits? At this point
of time, we recall what happened at a reception accorded to Mr,
G. G, Ponnambalam, who was at that time one of the Ministers of
one of the Governments of the U, N. P, As he got on to the plat:
form of the hall, where the reception was to be bheld,
mounted it with a garland in his hands.

Letters to the Editor
{Contd. from first page)

to its tens and hundreds of
millions a system of free demo-
cracy which has been slowly
svolved over the centuries in
this small Island Great Britain.
It is a brave thing to try to
do and is so far vemarkably
successful. The Indian venture
is not a pale imitation of our
practice at home, but a magni-
fied and multiplied reproduction
on a scale we have never dreamt

a gentleman of. If it succeeds, ils influence

At the same time it must be

. S A . Mr.. Punnamha]a}m. politely admitted that there is evidence of o Asta s incalculable for
ut very __hlrmly. gecllned to be g_arlanded. saying that this ~was one early friendship between the Sin- good. Whatever the onicome,
of his official visits and he considered such actsas forms of bribery. halese and Tamils. An article by we must honour these who
. . ; Mr. K, Nesiah, former T AL
We should like (o strike a warning to both the people and the Elaft 'of tha l-'r;luarsite ::; CM lthe aﬂﬂll_ﬁi‘ " . s ;
Government. We are afraid that the reaction to the public to cor it ¥y eylon, Neighbouring countries like

is worth reading. Since then we
have had many ties with the Sin-
halese through working together
in religious and secular activities.
We have also an increasing num-

China, Pakistan, Bangla Desh and
Sri Lanka could te some extent
contribunte their share in this con-
nection towards a bappy consum-

ruption and bribery is mot as it should be.
gun

some of them bhave be-
and corruption as ‘done! thinps; therefore,
they are indifferent or complacent about this situationms, Others are
afraid of reprisals if they take such cases before the authorities con

ta decept Dbribery

c““_p‘d‘ The public, on the other hand, ought to be cou ber of Sinbalese - Tamil marriages A S S bramani

patriotic f.?numgh to do all they can to remove this corroding canker This friendship must be presarve(i .F I::;:r Mat':l:::m’

from public life, in whatever arrangements we make Inudln — Sri Lank;
The Goverumenl's failure to deal with this matter will lead tg 9% the future, Cal. 12, Friendsbip Society.

disastrous results. In the words of Edmund Burke, " Corrupt ]

15 itself the perennial spring of all prodigality, and of all d ¥ of

it loads ws mare than millions of debts: tal Tor "'“'ma. for the Jaflaa Diocese of the Church of South India by Mr. Philip

armies, wisdom from our coupcils, and every s ' of | ..reml“m i, Lady of Mirscles Est Rokd, Jafiin Wud peblisies

B e it Yanemibls Lo of btteonstiition. Alvappillai Rajasingam, 330, Navalar Road, Jafina, at Sri Sanmugansthy

tats, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffaw, oo Friday, d2ad April, 1977,
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