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An Appreciation

The late Miss Naveena Ka-
pagathungam who served as &
teacher at the Mahalir Maha Vid-
yalayam for 20 years remains &
living memory in the minds of
the people of Chavakachcheri.
Her devoted and unstinted service
to the School and the Church
needs to be carved in gold.

As a student of hers in the
fifties, a friend and a colleague, I
can honestly state that she was a
person unaffected by the glamour
of any publicity and honours beap-
#d on her,

" “Always peatly dressed, look-
ing fresh and sweet she would be
sitting on the School verandah
and say ' Good Merning, Madam’
te me. The open devotional book,
"Our Daily Bread’ in front of her
bore witness to her source of
strength. She filled our lives with
beauty and joy. She showed her
love to us in many ways, some-
times with counsel and comfort,
sometimes with concern and care,
sometimes with stern and cons-
tructive criticisms and many times
~with the fine and thoughtful things
'she said and did. The lovely

thing about her was her sincers

to them in every possible way.

Her advice was always
thoughtfully and prayerfully given,
and only when it was asked for.
It was not surprising, therefore,
that she was loved and honoured
by the people of Chavakachcheri
where she served the major por.
tion of her life.

Withount doubt Naveena was
a perfectionist, and if she set her
mind to a task it was certain
that it would be carried out me-
thodically and meticulously,. With
all her hard work and serious
ontlook Naveena had a great
sense of humour. She was always
quick to see the funony side of
apy situation.

To her religion was the most
jmportant thing in her life; her
faith was unwavering; her con-
nections with the C. 5.1, Church
at Chavakachcheri was steadfast
all through the years; her sup-
port and help as a Sunday Scheol
Superintendent, and as Treasurer
towards the end of her life was
incaleulable. Although deeply re-
ligions, she was not a fanatic,
but was broadminded enough to
study and appreciate other reli-
gieus teachings, and was guided
by. the jdeals and principles adyo-
cated by all religions — faith in
God, respect for all human be-
ings and the quality of chastity,
humility and, above all, LOVE,

Siie worked bard as a P. T,
teache: unmindful of her illness,
Unkocwn to any of us, that day
came o0 soon. But God npever
comes toco soon or tdo late. He
comes in His own good time,
The fiperal service; the tributes
paid aad the mile lopg procession

Labour shortage affects
Harvest

The Maha harvest 1982 — 83
is now in full swing. Amparai dis-
trict is reported to have had a
bumper harvest but serious labour
shortage prevailing in the area
has set a poser to land owners.

To harvest an acre of paddy

the labour charges range from
Rs. 400 to Rs. 500. In addition,
the landowner has to mest the

cost of threshing. Last year an
acre of paddy could be harvested
for Rs. 300.

The Amparai district has
about 1,00,000 acres under paddy
and harvesting has to be com-
pleted before the end of March.
Eundred of skilled agricultural
labourers have left the island for
jobs in the Middle East.

Sri Lankan work-force for
Singapore

A Japanese Company — Kunte
Arehitects and Engineers, who
are building the 1001 bed Sri
Jeyawardenapura hospital hope to
give 250 Lankan workmen an
opportonity to work on their pro-
Ject in Slngapoxe. The skill and

er havnbeen fou dtnaht her AMIACHAD sy el
= » * over to the Sri Lankan represen-

than their counterparts in many
Asian countries.

Wedding

Arulnayagam — Selvaratnam

The marriage of Arulnayagam
Gilbert Nagendran (Governmeut
Surveyor ) of the Nunavil Church
and Ratoavathy Selvaratmam of
the Alaveddy church was solem-
nised at the C. 5,1, Church Ala.
veddy on 7-2-83 at 4,30 p. m.

Rev. A. Jeyakumar officiated
at the nuptial ceremony, assisted
by Rev. S. Manopavan, Rev. D,
S. Thiagarajah preached the ho-
mily.

Personal

Mr. N. Thsrunavukkarasu,
Accountant, Education office Jaflaa
bas been transferred to Vavuniya.
A Farewell was accorded to him

at Vembadi Girls College en
10-2-83.
with hundreds of her mourning

pupils and colleagues, her friends
and loved ones bore witness to
the life and service of Naveena,

What better time, what great-
er occasion or more wonderful
reason to kneel in prayer-and lift
hearts to the God of Crea-

our
tion who lent Naveena to us, to
live and serve amidst us. We

can gratefully thank God for a
life lived in Him and pray fer
the peace of her soul.

Gunesh Pararajasingam,
Frincipal,
Mahalir Maba Vidyalayam,
Chavakachoheri,

FTZ Industrialis to help
Private Hospital

The Colombo North Hospital
at Ragama will, it is learnt, be
soon raised to the standard of a
Teaching Hospital with the cons-
truction of & 240 bed new block
to the hospital,

According to Dr. Satis Jaya-
singhe of the Board of Governors
of the College, the Ragama Prive
Hospital was serviog a large
populatiolation including the Free
Trade Zone,

The
hospital

special sommittee . on
improvement hoped for

the ‘participation of .the FTZ dn: -

dustrialists im the Project.

Tamil Nad gifts Books to
Public Library
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Professor John Walter Bickmell
&
Mrs. Evangeline Bicknell
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cordially invited.
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Jaffna College, Principal.
‘Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM

Books that have been collec-

ted in Tamil Nad for the Jaffna
Public  Library will, we learn,
be handed over ceremoniously to
the Mayor of Jaffna. Arrange-
ments are being made by Mr.
Nedumaran of Tamil Nad for this
ceremonial function.

A large number of books have

been collected both by individualg
as well as by organisations. Ac.

tative books to the value of five
lakhs of rupees in Indian currency.

IN BRIEF

O Go Basy on Electricity, The
fuel cost for 19§1 was 825 mil-
lion Rupees. In 1982, it hit
the 1000 million rupee mark,
A CEB study reveals that the
island wide demand now per
day is 430 MW which is a 12
per cent increase from 1982,
Unless consumers ‘go easy’s
the new burden will be passed
on to the consumer,

O The import has been banned
of canned fish with a drained
weight less than 70 per cent of
the Nettweight., The drained
weight of the fish should be
marked on the can. It has been
found that oil forms about 50
per cent of some brands of im.
ported fish.

Q The 17 by-elections to Par-
liament may not be held befare
the Elections to 50 loeal bodies
which will be held, about the
middle of May. The Fifth
Amendment to the Constitution
which is a pre-requisite far
ihe holding of the by-elections
is due to be placed before Par-
liament on 24-2-83,

O Voters Register — The cur-
rent register certified in 1981,
which was used at both the
Presidential Election and the
Referendum, has 8,145,015 vo-
ters. The annuval rise in the
member ef voters is about 3
per cent. The 1932 register,
now under revision will be cer-
tifed by April or May.

In LovING MEMory
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In Christ he dwells in peace
. above.”

Fondly remernbared hg his
wife, children and !ave&mn.

IN MEMORIAM

]

Iy EVErR LovING REMEMBERANCE
QF
Our mother on her Birthday
26th of February

Mrs. Grace Muththammah
Selvadurai

who died at Pandittarri__ppll
on 18th September 1981,

“Safe in the arms of Jesus
Safe on his gentls breask
To thee we restore
Her Soul te His own care,”

Inserted by bher
Husband, Children, Ssns-il_;l-h?.
Daughter-in:law, Grand children,

D. M. O's Bungalow,
Trincemalse,
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EDITORIAL Examination Success
The Public Service in Sri Lanka
Isidya Tharmaratnam, of the
Moolai Church of the JDCSI, has
The government is considering, according to news reports, the been successful at the B. A, (Ge-
introduction of incentive and motivation schemes to meet the increas. neral) Examivation of the Jaffoa
ing problem of " counter-productivity " in Sri Lanka caused by chronic University obtaining a Second
absenteeism, late attendance, and unpunctuality of public servants. Class.
The Conference of Public Service Independent Trade Union She is the daughter of Mr, K.

{COPSITU ) —a large body of Trade Unions mainly in
pistrative sector — has suggested un-
der which public servants who are willing to sacrifice their leave for
monetaty rewards are allowed to do so. A public servant who has
twentysix days of unexpended leave for a year, can be paid aceord-
ing to the scheme, the equivalent of one month's salary,

the admi-
a leave encashment scheme,

We appreciate the meed for such schemes. But treating the symp-
toms instead of the disease will not, the malaise
unless there is a sincere effort made by the government to improve
the smage of the public service in the country which cannot be
achieved by just putting more money in the public servant’s monthly
pay packet.

in our view, cure

The depth to which the image of the public servant has sunk
was reflected recently in & Warkshep on " Ethics in the Public Ser-
vice” (for highranking government officials) inaugurated by the Direc-
tor of the Sri Laoka Institute of Development Administration (SLIDA),

The praeblem of ethical standards in the public service in Sri
Lanka as the Director of the SLIDA has unreservedly and candidly
pointed out, is not unfortunately cenfined in Sri Lanka to an office
labourer soliciting Rs. 5 for some service to be rendered but ''on the
erosion and distortion of values at higher decision making levels
{CDN 3.2.83). The reason for such a deterioration, in our view, is
due to a lowering of the image of the public service in the country,

A public servant of the colonial era may have been a fop with
his " sleves purfled at the belm and his botes supple” (as Geoffrey
Chancer would have it) but his foppery certainly did, to some degree,
enhance his image., Sartorial elegance in a public servant is not by
itself of much significance. But it daes contribute to an elevatien in
the public servants’ attitudes and focuses.

The 'abortive strike’ of the public servants in July 1980 for mo
other reason than for an increass in wages to appease the monster of
Inflatien and the strong arm with which the Establishment met, what
it thought was a challenge, constitute & grim chapter in our annals
which, puiiaps, both the Government and the Trade Unions like now

~ to forget.

We are happy, at any rate, that most of the strikers have been
reinstated and others are perhaps in the process of beiog re-instated,
But it cannet be doubted that the public service remains today scarred
and in disarray and the public servant a hurt and warped personality.

In our view, there are two sides to the 'coin’, both of which
require re-minting. The goveroment on its part should not be com-
placent that it has succeeded in teaching the 'strikers® a good lesson,
" Nobady ever forgets” it is said * where hs buried the hatchet”.
The public servant is not likely to be an exception.

It is therefore necessary for the government to see that the pub-
lie servant is kept at least on a par with an employee in the private
sector ms far as emoluments, fringe benefits and other facilities are
concerned, so that he may project a more healthy image,

The public servant on his part should realise that “rock ribbed
honesty and integrity are the surest bulwark for his defence against
politicians and opportunists. Above all, he should realise that mere
agitation for higher salaries is not meaningful unless it is followed up
by a genuioe desire to show results. He must not forget that he is
an important cog in the wheel of develepment.

In the present context of ‘development' there is a measure of
unexplored truth in the dictum:— " Sheep do mot vomit up the
grass to show much they have eaten. They turn it into wool.,”

brated at the Tirnputtur Ashram
( founded in 1921 by Dr. Jesuda-
son and Dr. Forrester Paton).

Periannan Dr. S. Jesudason

“1t Could well be said '’ says

Christian Focus, ' that the year At a Fellowship Dialogue

7982 marked & new era in the My, D. L. Gopal Ratoam, Prese-
aopals of Tamil Nadu, being the dent of the NCCI, read a few
birth centenary of its great sons, passages from his autobiography
all ardent patriots, and leaders of and exhorted the younger mem-

Tharmaratoam, Principal of the
A. M, T, M, School at Tholpuram
and Secretary of the Moolai Church
and of Mrs, Tharmaratnam of
Tholpuram,

French Film Festival
in Jaffna

The French Film Festival
was ceremoniously declared open on
9-2-83 by Mr. Andre Girard, the
Cultural Counsellor of the French
Embassy in Sri Lanka, deputis-
ing for the French Ambassador,
Mr. Francois Tonissant who was
unable to be present.

The Festival which was held
at the Shanti Cinems, Jaffna,
went on for six days duriog which
period, six different French Films
were shown.

The Director of Alliance
France in Jaffoa, Mr. A. Kulan-
dran was in charge of organising
the Festival. Mr, Devanesan Ne-
siah, G. A., Jaffna, was the Chief
Guest.

Mr. R, Visvanatban, Mayor of
Jaffoa in a telegram to the French
Ambassador, expressed regret at
the cancellation of the French
Ambassador’s first visit to the
North and hoped that His Ex-
cellency would give tﬁé';riﬁi‘:’fi.'ﬁ&."
picipal Couneil an early opportunity
to honour him and the country
he represents,

Institute of Chemistry Medal

The 1982 Institute of Che-
mistry (Gold) Medal, donated by
Mascons Ltd., has been awarded
to Dr. G, R. Roberts, Head of
the Bischemistry Division of the
Tea Research Institute, Talawa-
kelle for his work on new Tea-
based products,

Among the products he has
developed are: Inpstant, Cold Wa-
ter Soluble. Tea Liguid Tea Con-
centrate. Stabilised Tea syrup—
suitable for preparation of ready-
to-drink carbonated and still be-
verages and Scented Lemon Tea.

He has been able to incor-
porate spent tea leaf (discarded
from the instant tea factory) 'in
animal feeds, This was found to
contain 18 — 22 per cent bound
protein, which ruminants could
digest. Dr. Roberts delivered his
award lecture at the SLAAS au-
ditorinm.

A Tamil School in
West London

A West London Tamil School
bas obtained the service of &
leading viclinist Dr. Lukshwi Ja-
yam to conduct violin classes for
adults and children.

Among other facilities pro-
vided in this school are lessons
in the use of the Tamil languags,

Personal

Subhadra Sundaralingam, i
gave a performance of Bharta
Natyam at Waest Kininsington,

London oo 15-1:83. She was a
Student in Sri Lanka of Shanti
Rajendram and later proceeded to
Madras for farther trainisg im
Bharata Natyam.

She had her Arangetam in
Madras where she is reading for
a degree in Sociology. She is
the daughter of Mr. V. Sundara-
lingam Producer of Tamil section
of the BBC and of Mrs. Sunda-
ralingam, a former teacher of
Vembadi Girls' College.

IN MEMORIAM

i

In Loving MEMORY
OF

Rev. Raju Coomarasamy
Departed: 19-2-69.

We thank Thee Lord, far
memories of a father dear,
Of the gentle touch of his i
vamished hand and voice
! sincere,
Heep oh keep him Father, in
Thy dear embrance,
Till here on earth, we finish
our painful race.

Affectionately ném bered

498, Naval :
Nallur South,
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men, each in his own sphere of Der to follow in the footsteps of
activity "', this great pioneer.
The reference is to Dr, Sa At the Paublic Meesting held
hn e 8 . Sa- :
Ag 7 i at Founder “all the Most Rev.
vzrlrayanéusud?;an‘ U: e illfllit}l Alexander 1lar Theophilus and
K_ula QULAE Ciughe AR PR Mr. Ratna !ladarajan a reputed

ro V. Kalyavasundaram Mudaliyar,
patriot and learned Tamil wriler
both of whom were born in 1882,

The hundredth birth apniver-
gary of Dr. Jesudason was cele-

educationist f madras etolled the
‘work of tb: great pith-finder'
and dwelt oy his high .deals and
his mapy se ed virtuegs and acti-
vities,

dancing, vocal music and veena.
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