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The Vaddukoddai Seat

Dy, Neelann Tiruchelvam, has
been nominated by the TULF
for the Vaddukoddai Seat in
Parliament ; which had remained
‘de facto’ vacant since the death
of Mr. T. Thirunavukkarasn.

Dr, Thiruchelvam, is an alum-
nus of Harvard University and
son of former Solicitor General
and Minister of Local Government,
Mr. M. Tiruchelvam. He was the
TULF nominee to the Presidential
Commission om "' Deavolution *.

The sevan-man TULF Nomin-
ation Board met at Tellippalai and
decided on filling the vacancy by
nomination and not by by-election.

'‘Renewing Old Ties

Dr. & Mrs. W, R. Holmes
arrived with Miss Dorothy Apple-
by, our former missionary and
twelve others on the 12 of Janu-
ary. That evening they hosted a
group of Jaffua College alumni at
the Hotel Taprobane at dinner.
then toured Sri Lanka and visited
various parts of Jaffna and were
hosted for lunch with a Cultural
show at Uduvil, and tea at Jaft-
na College.

W dd

time at ]aﬂ‘nn as guests uf tha
Principal of Uduvil Girls College.
Dr. Holmes is now in charge of
a small Quaker Church in US
and is obviously enjoying his work
with the 25 strong congregation.
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Our Partners in Mission

Rev. & Mrs, David Shire are
our partoers in  Mission from
Rhode Island. They spent about
three weeks in Colombo, and are
now in Jaffna living at Jaffoa
College and will be visiting almost
all the churches in Jaffaa Dio-
cese,

Their daughter Barbara is en-
rolled as a student in ‘the ILon-
don O.L. class at Jaffna College.

They bave already had seve-
ral social and speaking functions
at the College and Church.

A Missionary Artist

My. Joseph Kaimapparamban,
a pioneer in "Katha Prasangam
(Sgriipseman) has presested to
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi a
book containing two one.act plays
on the theme of the Biblical sto-
ries of The Good Samaritan and
the Prodigal son,

He received a gold medal
from Jawabarlal Nehru in 1950
during the Jubilee celebrations at
Kerala of the "'Kalamandalam' — a
cultural organisation encouraging
the art of ' Katha Prasangam,”
a Ca
present
All Todia Redio,

Mr Kaimapparamban,
tholic aged 5Z, is the
Chief Froducer,
Trivandram.

Unz postic s-*olsy which Mr.
Kaimapoaramban bas chosen for

Jaffna College

The Academy

The Anpual Dioner of the
Jalfoa College Academy came of
on 17-2:83 in the Otley Hall.

K. Muralestharan, the President
presided. Prof. John Walter Bicknell
and Mrs, Bicknell were the Chief
Guests. Someof the guestgiat the
Dinner included qmdan‘rﬁ- of the

Bicknell era. g

The London Advanced Level Union

The Lendon Advanced Level
Upion Dioner toock place on
19:2-83, Covers were laid for 125,
Suresh John, the President presided.
The Guest of Honour was Mr.
T. W. Rajaratnam, former Supreme
Court Judge. The distinguished
guests present at the Dinper in-
cluded the Bicknells, the Shires
Rev. Eric Gass, of the UCBWM
Mr. Devanesan Nesiah, the Gov-
ernment Agent and Mrs. Nesiah,
the Principals of St. Jehn's Caol-
lege and Uduvil Girls’ College, the
Rector of 5t. Patricks College and
Mr. T. Pathmanathan, C.C. S.

The Alumni Association

The Executive Committee of
the Jalfna College Alumai As-
sociation (Colombo Branch) enter-
tained Prof. Joho Walter Bicknell

Mrs. Eva Boni‘fnce on 13-1-83.
The Bicknells also met a group
of Jaffpa College Alumni at a

Dinner at Hotel Taprobane oo
12-1-83, The Holmeses were also
present at this Dioner. The
Alumni Assaciation { Parent

Branch ) entertained the Bicknells
at Tea on 22-1-83 which was
Mr. Bicknell’'s 70th Birthday,

Bicknell Memorial Trophy

The award of a Bicknell
Memorial Trophy, dopated by the
Jaffna College Alumni Assoeiation,
as a Challenge Cup to the
Winpers, was the highlight of
the Jaffna College — St. Patricks
Soccer encounter oo 21-1-83 on
the Bickoell grounds at Vaddu-
koddai. Pigeons and balloons were
released on this occasion after
the Chief Guest, Prof. Walter
Bicknell returned to the pavilion
after starting the match with a
kick:-off,

A Memorable Sojouren

Prof. Bicknell and Mrs. Bick-
nell will, in the course of the
next few weeks leave the island.
They bave had a hectic schedule
at Jaffoa College. In addition to
the several school functions at
which they haye participated at
Jaffoa College, Prof. Bicknel Bas
been teaching English toa Univer-
sity Entrapce Class, He is sche.
duled to deliver the Bunker Memo-
rial Lectures at Trimmer Hall on
22-3-53 oo the subject;- ' Re-
flecitons on the Humanities in
a Democraise Cuiture”

bis Katbaprasangam is ' Mary

Magdalene "' by Vallathol.
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Malcolm Muggeridge

"1 don’t want to live up to
90 eor 100: I haven't been melan-
choly about the prospect of dy-
ing From the time you become
conscious you are living, there is
only one absolute certainly that
is death, which makes life very
interesting ™', These comments
have been roported zs having been
made recetly by Malcolm Mug-
#eridge, Jourbalist Aatbor, f{ra-
veller and debater who celebrates
his 80th Birthday om 24.3.83 in
his cottage on the edge of @
sussex village.

The third of five sons of a
lower middle class family, he was

raised in the South Londen district
of Croydon.

Muggeridge’s " trade-marks"
have been wit, ego, and invective
against establishment heroes, " The
most dapgerous passion in man
is his quest for world power " he
once said "' We have had a basin-
ful of it. Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin,
Roosevalt, Churchill what a Prize
Collection ! "

He is now working on the
third volume of his book
" Chronicles of Wasted Time .

But the struggle with Christia-

nity it is said, is now ovsr, His

o169+ -—hﬂq«tﬁeliuv-— " Jesun Redig:

covered ' is according to a com-
meotator " among the most pu-
blicised religious Odyssey  of
modern times ",

Muggeridge has 3 children
and 9 grand children. He has
been in Sussex now for 20 years
or more, leading am sbstemious
life. He has given up smoking
and drinking because in his ewn
words the old people much choose
between ''siinthood and suicide ",

He despises Television which
he says is a fantasy which dest-
roys thought which made him a
pational figure.

According  to Muggeridge's
Biographer, Ian Hunter, the veter-
nam journalist (Muggeridge) has
now learned to see heyond the
world inclined neither to rage at
its injustice nor '‘delude himself
with hopes for its betterment ”.

Inter-City Express

The Inter-City Express from
Colombo Fort was inaugurated in
March 7. The Express train,
plying frem Colombe Fort to
Kankesanthurai will have only two
halts at Anuradhapura and Jaffoa
and will take six hours and ten
minutes.

A one-way ticket costs Rs, 74-50
and a luxury seat Rs. 151-90.
But Railway warrants could be
used, Departure from Colombo
will be en Mondays, Thursdays
iod Saturdays at 5-45 4. m. and
rom Kankesantharai on Tuesdays,
Fridays and Sundays at 5-40 a. m.,

Seats will be have (o be
sooked Ten days in advance in
Zolombo  or Apuradbapura or
[affoa.

lrﬂand l\.;,)

P.Lf }'t ar.

FORN ADVEWT@ENTS

¥ Murn'mg Star N

Vaddukoddai,

I MEMORIAM
Til
THE TREASURED MEMORY
OF
Alice Mathurammah

{ Beloved wife of
the Rt. Rev. S. Kulandran)

Died 8th March 1974

William Mather
Memorial Women’s Centre
ANNUAL FESTIVAL
Monday 21st March 1983
Prograimme
2-30 p. m. Praise Service -
Udnvil Girls' College
3-00 p. m. Tea. Public Meeting
4.00 p. m, Sale
Chief Guests :
Rev. & Mrs. David Shire

,bubscﬁﬂmq g N

»

William Mather Memorial
Women's Centre,
Maruthanamadam

~ Applications are invited = ]

for the post of
Resident Manager

Protestant Christian with ex-
perience in the running of Hostels
for Girls and with a working
knowledge of English is required.

Apply before 31st March, '83 to

The Sscretary,

Board of Management,
20, St. Peter's Lane,
Jalfna.

JAFFNA COLLEGE

Bunker Memorial Lectures
1983
' Reflections on the Humanities
in a Democratic Culture”
By:
Professor John Walter Bicknell
at
Trimmer Hall, Jafina
on
Tuesday 22 March, 1983
at
8,00 p. m.
All are cordially invited.

Jaffna Coilege,
Vaddukoddat.

IN BRIEF

O The National Councid of
Churches in India has a new
General Secretary — Mathai Za-
chariah, He succeeds M. A. Z.
Rolston who resigned to become
Bishop of Chandigarh in the
United Church of North India
(ONT),
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have been asked to say a few
words on this felicitous occasion
to welcome John Bicknell (Jr.)
ta the home of his childhood at
Jaffoa College and the scene of
his illustrious father’s labours. We
are also happy that Mrs. Bicknell
is present with us. We welcome
her warmly,

In the first place let me
wish John, on my own beshalf and
on behalf of all those assembled
bere, a very happy birthday aand
many happy returns. The 70th.
birthday is a significant landmark
in the life of any person.
one will bs specially memorable
for John as he is eelebrating it
bere at Jaffoa College among his
father's friends and among the
people whom he served.

It is very difficnlt for one
not to be reminiscent on such an
occasion, The event and the en-
vironment are conducive but I
shall try to be brief if it is
possible for a man of my age to
do so. I supposd the Secretary
of the Alumni Association, the
Rev. S. Manopavan, took a eal-
culated risk is asking a person
like me to speak. I remember
Iil‘ﬁ'.r as a little boy hanging on
3 coat-tails of his father and
used to come and sit for
the photographs of the Criekst
and Football teams uninvited.
Sometimes he would sit on the
ground at his father's feet and
at other times share the chair
with him. [ also remember the
time when John Bicknell assumed
work as Principal of the College.
During the interregnum between
Brown and Bicknell, Dr, Chas W,
Miller acted as Principal in 1915,
I joined the school at the beginn-
ing of the second term in May,
Mr. Bicknell arrived during the
Christmas holidays. Af that time
there was a wall with a gate in
the middle ronning eastwards from
the corner of Ottley Hall closing
the gap in the quadrangle. When
we returoed to the school in
January the wall bad disappeared.
Mr. Bicknell said Jaffoa College
was not a girls school. He demo-
lished many walls. He pulled down
old buildings and put up newer
and better opes in their places
uptil he transfermed the whole
plant and gave it a modern look.

For those of us who had the
good fortune to study at Jaffna
College during the Bicknoell era
the oeccasion brings many pleasang

memories. John Bicknell was our
great hero, He was not ooly an
eminent educationist but also

banker, builder, financier, preacher
and orator. He was a towering
personality and we at Jaffr:a
College were proud of him. Ee
was at his best while making
speeches, When he started speak-
ing everybody got ready to laugh
his sides out., He was so bumo-
rous. His jokes live after him.
He reminded one of Abraham
Lincoln, He bad the same humour

Pnd bumanity.

This

all that I have seen — the magni-

mcent buildings, the spacious
grounds, the beautiful hedges and
so on and so forth.” Bickaoell
rose to freply. "A judge was

talking to a friend of his on the
road and a milk-maid passed by.
The judge stopped, looked at her
and told his friend, ‘What a
beautiful girl”, The girl over-
heard this, turned round and re-
marked, ' What an excellent judge'.
The joke was not only appro-
priated but, what is more, looked
casual. Like all great speakers he
prepared his speeches well but
made them look fortuitous. A re-
porter of the London Times wag
staying in the Savoy Hotel one
day. At dead of might he heard
some one declaiming a speech
from the next room, " Little did
I imagine that I would be called
upon to intervene at this stage
of the debate...... . The reporter
peeped in to see Winston Chur-
chill rehearsing in front of a
mirror the speech he was going
to deliver in Parliament the next
day. However, the spesch was
reproduced in the Times the mext
day before it was actually made!

The site for the new Uni-
versity of Ceylon that was being

proposed .was. botly. debated all-almost -running and gave me and

over the country. It came te be
known as the Battle of the sites,
At an Alumni Dinner one day
Mr. Bicknell proposed the Kovalam
Site, next to the Kovalam Light
Hounse at Karainagar as the most
suitable site! He spoke in an appa-
rently serious vein and ome of his
arguments was that the under-
graduates could study from under
the light shed by the light house!

There was a student called
Vijayaratnam from Araly North
who was very good in sports and
had represented the school for
several seasons in Cticket and
Football. But studies was not
one of his strong points. One
day, on the eve of a Prize Giving,
be went up to the Principal and
said, "' Sir, I wish you could give

me a prize tomorrow ., Mr.
Bicknell said nothing, But the
next day at the Prize - Giving

Vijayaratnam was astonished when
the Principal called ount, ‘' M.
Vijayaratnam, prize for long and
faithful service”! No one could
have contested that award. Here
you see again the humanity of
the great man. In both these
respects - humour and bhumanpity -
Jjohn Bicknell resembled Abrabam
Lincoln, his great hero. Bicknell
is a legend at Jaffma College as
much as Lioceln is a legend in
America, The Civii War was
going against the Union and the
tide conld not be stemmed. Lin-
coln changed general after general
but the Confederates under Gene-
ral Robert Lee continued to win.
Finally Lincoln appointed General
Grant and the Union won a sig-
nificant battle. However the other
generals sent a petition to the
President complaining that Grant
was drinking too much, Lincolns'
reply: " Please Jet me know what

succession, Football twice in suec-
cession and Cricket onca in 1934,
I had a lot to de with Mr. Bick-
nell in this capacity, Mr. Bick.
nell was quite un-American in his
love for cricket. He likked
much as Phelps disliked it.
_cricket field was the open space
in f_mnl of the present adminis-
tration block. The approach road
was not there. There were a
number of trees in the field,
Practically every fielder stood un-
der : the shade of a tree in the
blazing sun. There was g tree
at cover point, another at long.
off, another at long-on ang still
another at square leg.  Surely
you can't play ecricket and much
less matches in a field ike that,
My business was to persuade Mp
Bicknell to cut down those trea;‘
one by ome. Onca T wanted g
have the tree at cover-point eyt
down. Befare going to the Prin-
cipal I told Mr. Beadle, the Se-
cular Agent, "I am g0ing to see
Mr. Bicknell. The moment he
Says yes you must be prepared
with your men to cut down the
tree without giving Mrs. Bickne]|
any time to stop it,” Mr. Bick.
nell agreed and within minutes
the men were laying the axe to
the tree. Mrs, Bicknell saw this
from the bungalow and came

it as
Our

Mr. Beadle a telling off, “ You
won't let a single tree remain in
the compound. It is so het, we
cannot live here”, Mr. Bicknell
watched the scene from the office
verandah and laughed,

Once I told Mr. Bicknell, the
only way the boys could improve
their game was by watchiog great
players play. There was going to
be a match in Colombo bstween
the M., C. C. and combined India-
Ceylon team. 1 persuaded Mr.
Bicknell to let me take our team
to Colombo at school expense, 1
said our team was a goed one
and with this inspiration they might
bave a chance to win the cham-
pionship, I also added that on
our return on Monday I hoped
not to find that tree at square
leg. True enough the tree had
disappeared. Mr. Bicknell kept
his side of the contract and we
ours by winning the championship
that year,

The spirit of freedom and in-
dependence flourished under the
benign patronage of John Bick-
nell. The atmosphere conduced
to the free flgwering of the hu-
man spirit. Few Principals would
have put up with the upconven-
tional ways and revolutionary in-
clinations of Handy Perimpanaya-
gam, But John Bicknell kpew
that Handy Perimpanayagam was
an uncut diamond. He encouraged
him and Handy flourished. When
Bicknell died, Handy Perimpana-
vagam left school. In his tribute
to Mr, Bicknell at his funeral
Handy's concluding words were,
““There was & man sent from
(od and his oame was John'.

In 1923 some of us, K. A.
Selliah, © Sri Skanda Rajah  and
myself and the following year

Ananda were thera, Among the
outstation schools Jalfna College
was the most outstanding. Trini-
ty boys had the Frazer stamp,
the Thomians the Warden Stone
stamp and the Anandians the
Kularatne stamp. But the Jafina
College boys had the Bicknell
stamp — the mark of freedom and
independece. In Jaffaa, boys like
S. Kulandran from St, John's, Ra-
heem from Jaffna Central and
Orator Subramaniam from Manpi.
pay Hindu came to Jaffa College
for their finishing touches and
then went to the University Col-
lege having received the hallmark
of the Bickaell stamp. Prof+
Suntharalingam  used te refer -to
this frequently,

The person: behind the great
man was of course his wife, Nel-
lie Bicknell. She warked in the
home front almost exclusively.
She was a great cook and loved
entertaining. She prepared in the
home year after year the. Bro-
therhood Dinner and the Alumni

Dioner. We used to losk for-
ward avidiy to these delicious
meals. On my visit to the United

States 1 stayed for the first ten
days in the Barton Missionary
Home in Auburndale, a suburb of
Boston. This was a home for

zotixed missionariss and. Mrec B
* nell “was lving ‘Hiera “w tﬁ&ﬁ@

others.
Boston South Station one night,
one Mr. Edward, a retired mis-
gionary from the Marathi Mission,
waited for me at the end of the
platform. He came up to me and
showed me a picture of mine in
the Morning Star and asked me
if 1 was the person. Mrs. Bick-
nell had very thoughtfully given
him the copy of the Morning
Star and made sure that he conld
identify me: For the next ten
days she looked after me soliei-
tously. At every meal she would
sit pext to me and not give the
chance to anybody else. She con-
sidered me her own. She would
inquire by instalments about San-
ders and Sundaramplllai, Handy
Perimpanayagam and Lyman Ku-
thuogam, about the undergraduate
hastel that was being bumilt at
that time, I was amazed to see
how up-to-date she was on every-
thing conpected with Jaffoa Col-

lege. 1 went to see Prof. Jehn
Bicknell at Mamoreneck once.
He was then at Cornhell. I

don't koow if I met Evangeline
Bicknell then.

We are thrilled to have Prof,
and Mrs. Evangeline Bicknell with
us this evening. We are also
delighted that they are going to
stay at Vaddukoddai for a few
months, We are sure they will
enjoy their stay amongst us and
carry away many happy memo-
ries of their visit. We remem-
ber with gratitude what the Rev.
John Bicknell meant to Jaffoa
College and to many of us, We
hold Jaffoa College and John
Bicknell very dear,

Thavk you for your patient
hearing, \

When I arrived at the
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Motor Accidents in Jaffna

There has been an unprece-
dented spate of motor accidents
in Jaffoa in the month of February
this year. Aun Indian tourist, =
mother of two, met with a fatal
accident at Kilinochi when the
mini-bus, chartered by the tourists
crashed agaimst a tree at Kilinochi,
Mr. K. Thuraisingam  of the
Valuation Department Jaffna died
on the spot on 26:2-83 when his
car collided at Pallai with a
Lorry transporting timber. A
school girl of Vembadi was knocked
down by a lorry and died in
hospital, when alomg with other
girls, she was crossing the road
in front of Subas Cafe, Jaffna.
Mr. Sivanathan, a Skantha Vare-
dhyaya teacher while talking with
some friends on the side of the
road was knocked down by a
mini-tracter whose driver is re-
ported to have lost control of his
vehicle.

The tempo of industrial
activity in the country, building
construction ete, and the poli-
feration of mini-buses, tractors
and mini tractors need not meces-
sarily mean loss of innocent lives.
A callous disregard for human
life is ome of the alarming trends
of modern civilisation,

People in Jaffoa who have
been for some time liviog on edge
have now a new menace — the
automobile menace. Are we com-
ing to a state when there will
be only two kinds of people — the
quick and the dead, (or injured).

Pre-Budget Disclosures

In an interview to the Sunday
Observer, 'Minister Ronnie de Mel
has disclosed the following, figures
regarding Sri Lanka’s economic
realities (Sunday  Obzerver
27-2-83 ) i—

Total Expenditure (1983) :-

Rs. 49550 million
Recurrent Expenditure ;-

Rs. 25,662
Capital Expenditure :-

Rs. 23,983
Revenue for 1983 :-

Rs.-20,803

Total deficit :-
Rs. 28852

The total revenus is not suf-
ficient to meet the daily recurrent
expenditure as salaries etc.

The Minister hopes to muster
about 30C0 million from tax and
revenue proposals. The balanee
will have to be bridged by ''local
loans, foreign aid and a certain
amount of commercial credit”.

Allacations to District
Councils

According to news reports,
the government has made the
following allocations in the Budget
Estimates for the District Councils:-

Colombo ;- Rs. 42,500,00
Kandy :- Rs. 37,500,00
Kurunegalle :- Rs 35,000,00
Jaffoa - Rs. 27,500,00
Mannar ;- Rs. 2,500,00
Vavuniya - Rs. 2,500,00
Mullaitiva ;- Rs. 2,500,00
Batticaloa ;- Rs. 10,000,00
Amparai }- Rs, 12,500,00
Trivcomalee i- Rs.  7.500.00

A Stimulating Festival

Over two hundred Christian
communicators from all over India
attended the Festival of Perform-
tng Aris and Literaiure held in
Jabalpur. The theme of the [es-
tival was "Sing unto God a new
Song ",

Father Franeis Barboza, a
Roman Catholic priest of India
who bas done highly creative

“work to express Christian con-

cepts by adopting a combination of
Bbaratha Natyam and Carnstic
Music, gave an outstanding perfor-
mance and also an exposition on
this subject at the Festival, He
pointed out the rich cultural heri-
tage which is awaiting us to be
utilised for fulfilling the Christian
Mission.

The theologians at the Fes-
tival saw no objection to using
Indian Art forms to communi-
cate Christian themes provided
blind adaptation and imitation are
avoided.

Indian Christian poets as Na-
rayan Vaman Tilak, Krishoaswa-
my Pillai, Vedanayagam Sastriar
and Purushotbam Chowdhari were
remembered on this occasion and
so were the Indian Christian
theologians as Chenchiah, Chak-
kari, Appasamy, and Brabhma
Bandhar Upadhyaya.

Dr. A. P. Nirmal, Principal
of ths Theological College at
Poona giving the Keynote address
at the Fesuval said that Art,
ari-forms, aod culture are not
means aod media for proclamation
and communication of the Gospel
but they are an integral part of
that process through which the
Gospel is understood comprehend-
ed, appropriated and realised in
Dew Ways.

Personal

Director Emeritus of the Jafi-
na College Technical Institute Mr,
S. Rajapayagam is leaving for
lodia on Monday the 14th March
'83, to participate in an lnterna-
tional Symposium oo advances io
Electronics Technology and its
role in ephancing produetivity in
various sectors of economy. This
is being organised by the El|ec-
tronics Commission of the Govern-
ment of Iodia for the United
Nations Iodusirial Organisation
and the Asia Electronics Union.

It will be held in Vigyan
Bhavan in New Delhi from 15th
to 18th March. Mr. Rajanayagam
is to read a paper on Electronics
Technology Transfer in Sri Lanka,

* * *

Mr. G. J. Gunasegaram has
been successful at the final exa-
mipation of the I,C. M. A, held
in London. Mr. Gunasegaram wag
an all-round student at Jaffna
College beiog the President of
the School Council, captain - of
the Soccer, Hockey, Cricket and
athletic team: of the Ccllege, and
was also cap 1in of the All Jaffna
School Cricke team wh ch played
against the visiting L oder 19
Pakistan teani.

He is tko eldest sca of Mr.
G. ]. Jeyasing 1:am, the Caief Clerk
of Jaftaa Col sge, aod [lIrs. Jeya-
siogham of 1\ addukcdda
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Appreciation

Miss Kirubai Mathinparansm

I'he death of Miss Kirubai
Mathiaparanam, Prineipal Emeritus
of the Pandaterrupu Girls' School,
Jafloa occurred on 2.2.82. She
was the eldest daughter of the
late Mr. & Mrs. Mathiaparanam
of Manipay, Her father, two
sisters and brother were all Edu-
cationalists. History also records
that she was the grand daughter
of the late Dr. William Paul
founder of the present Jaffoa Civil
Hospital which he eventuaally
handed over to the government.
Her uncle, the late Dr. S. C. Paul
was the first Ceylonese Surgeon
at the Colombo General Hospital
and her cousin is Professor Milroy
Paul of the Medical Faculty in
Ceylon,

As a first class Trained
Teacher she was a pioneer tg
introduce modern methods of teach-
ing in the Kindergaren section
of the Uduvil Girls’ College, and
laid the foundation for an excel-
lent Kindergaren department which
exists te this day, While she
was at Uduvil she also assisted
the late Miss L. K. Clark (of the
American Mission) as lecturer ag
the training school in the pra-
mises. s

In 1939 when the Bilingual
School was moved to Panda.
terrupu, she was unanimously
appointed Principal. The Jaffna
Diocese found her reliable, eater-
prising and stalwart, The school
progressed on the foundation of
absolute: dedication of service. Sha
was a woman of classic culture,
poise, integrity and sound judge-
ment. Her sensitivity towards
every individual was devoid of
any distinction based on class
creed or age. She launched into
new management techniques and
systems in the school, which in-
cluded case-studies, discussion and
role playing to illustrate the
practical application and relevance
of theoretical concepts. Thus the
school extended into a large com-
prehensive school on equal footing
with any of the good schools in
Ceylon. '

Even during her retirement,
she made it her full responsibi-
lity to be always of service to
people from the church as well
as the community. People from
all walks of life loved and res-
pected her. She was a sincere
friend and well-wisher of mankind,
Her home was open to all who
needed comfort and care. Her
devotion was unigue - She will be
missed by many,

R

[This tribute is from an Old
Girl of Uduavil in U, K. ]
Ed.

In brief

Q The Jaffna Public Library
has received donations amount-
ing to Rs. 32,61,589-25 cts. Of
this amount Rs. 8,40,411-45 cts.
was from 22 countries eutside
Sri Lanka,

Q Local curresicy — The Law
does not permit incoming pas-
sengers to bring with them
more than Rs, 250 in Sri Lan-
kap currency. Two Siagapo:

Obituary
Mk. L. C. Lawrence

We regret to record the death
which occurred on 3-3:83 of Mr.
Issac Culanayagam Lawrence of
the Para - Medical Staff of the
Van West Medical Clinic, Jaffoa.
He is a member of the CSI
Church, Manipay.

The Funeral Service was held
at his residence at Memorial
School Lane, Manipay, on 5-3-83.
Rev, Sam Thampoe officiated assi-
sted by Rev. 5. P. Jeyasingham
and Rev. H. R. 5. Jeyachandran
of the Methodist Church,

The family mourners, besides
the wife of the decesased, Esther
Alagammah were:- Mr. and Mrs.
C. Arulsuthan (daughter and son-
in-law); Mr. and Mrs, Parama-
nathan (daughter and son-in-law)
Manimekala and Kausala (daugh-
ters ).

Mr. K. Satchithsnanthan

Jaffna College has sustained
a great loss in the passing away
on 28-2-83 of a member of the
Staff, greatly loved and esteemed
by students and colleagues alike,
Mr. Kanagasabey Satchithanan-
than who was recently promoted
District Scout Commissioner of
Jaffna.

k]

M. Satchithananthan left for
the Third Jamboree of the Scout
Movement at Anuradbapura a
day later than scheduled because
of indisposition. His death took
place at Anuradbapura while

The Funeral took place at

his residence at Moolai on 2-3-83.

As mark of honour, the Scout
Contingent from Jaffoa returned
from Anuradbapura to give the
departed District Commissione full
Scout homours at the Funeral.

The following is an excerpt
from the " Island”™ 5-3-83.

3

Jamboree marred by death of
Rover Scout

"The Scout Jamboree celebra-
tions were marred when Rover

Scout K. Satchithanandanm, & tea-

cher at Jaffna College and Dis-
trict Commissioner for Jaffna re-
portedly died of a heart attack
at the Anuradhapura General Hos-
pital about 2 a, m, on February
28.

With all flags at half mast
the whole Scout Village had the
appearance of a place of mourn-
ing on the day the veteran Ro-
ver Scout, affectionately called
Sachi, aceording to his colleagues
fell ill and died. He had been a
scout for about 30 years and he
had been very enthusiastic.

The late Satchithanandan's
body was taken to his homs towan
on February 28.”

reans who brought with them
Rs. 9000 are reported to have
said that ther> were plenty of
new thousand and Five hundred
crisp notes with money-changers
in Singapore,

O The First Ambassador of the
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion to Sri Lenka is Kharirad:
din A.delI R..};man.
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EDITORIAL
Vision and Reality

The Fifth Amendment to
elections to 'seats' whare vacancies were
was passed on 24-2.83,
against,”

the constituition which enables by—
not filled
with 122 members

by nominations
voting for and none

as the news reports have it. There were four abstentions,

The TULF members were not present at voting time. But the
Central Working Committee of the Party which met on 14.2-83 has
urged that elections should be held, not in the 17 electoral districts, picked
out on a tripartite formula, but in all districts represented by govern-
ment MPs where there was no majority for the government at the
Referendum. The Committee, it is reported, has made particular rg.
ference to the Eastern Province.

The TULF demand has ruffled feathers in the expected quarters,
We do not frankly see the wisdom of the TULF policy in keeping
away from copstituition makiog and amendment argmivg but coming
into the scene only when the impact of the Amendment, according
to the tripartile formula, affects their cause in the Eastern Province.

On the other band, it is not meaningful for any greup of Tamil
leaders in the Eastern Province to think that they can sink someone
else’'s end of the boat and keep their own afloat. As a Tamil com-
munity we should remember, even at this late stage, that no short
cuts can see us through, in our long and arduous journey,

The 'dissection' of the results of the Presidential Election aad
the Referendum was, perhaps, necessary up to a point. But the time
and energy expended on it by political leaders (including our Tamil
politicians ) the character of the analysis, as reflected in some of the
data prepared and the arguments urged by parties to counter some of
the data, are reminscent of what Historian Bailey called the ' tyranny
of the trivial’.

We appreciate the government's meve, in the political
to eleanse its own ranks and ensure the integrity of the ‘crew' as
the ship of State finds itself in the mid stream of 'development’,
We also endorse President Jeyawardene's statement that any changes,
be it in politics or economies should be made on ' democratic lines”,

sphere,

But we have been too pre-occupied with party ‘politics’ in the
country particularly during the last two years to the detriment of
almest every other area of natiomal life. The years 1982 and 1983, in
particular, bave turned out to be virtual ' Election Years’.

Psychologists say life is not a series of " insulated cuobicles”,
one for polities, one for economics, one for education, one for social
life stc.

In Eduocation, the country is yet awaiting a major overhaul. In
Higher Education, universities are in turmoil. Ip soeial and eommunity
life, a teasion-ridden climate pervades the air. In Economics, the
comsumer has been finally called upon to pay for comsumerism in
the country.

What the year 1983 has in store for us we do not yet know.
But of one thing we are concerned. The " human gap"” between
the real world in Sri Lanka and the world of wision is widening
apd poses the greatest challenge for our future,

The Cluster School

According’ ta the Pathukavalan, a Tamil weekly, of the North,
Primary Schools in four rural areas, which had grades up to five
have been asked to have classes only up to Grade 2. The children
of Grade 3, 4 and 5 have bzen asked to join a school three miles
away. The four rural areas mentioned are Kudathanai, Chempianpattu,
Vettilaikerni and Kaddaikadu, These areas are in the Pt. Pedro
Electorate.

The inhabitants of these areas are almost entirely fisherfolk, The
men are mostly out at sea and the womenfolk have to run the home
and also take charge of marketing the haul whlch the men briog
ashore in the early hours of the morning.

Under this set up, the Primary Schools in these areas, (attended
by children of parents whao are fishermen] have been a great baoon.
But when with one stroke of a pen, a decision is made to raise the
Grade of one particular school, three miles away by drawing to it
by compulsion, children from schools in adjoining areas without re-
gard io local conditions, the result obviously will be, as Pathukavalan
(25-2-83 ) bas pointed out, a mass drop-out of children which weuld
altimatery benefit neither the four schools in the rural arsas nor the
bigger school in the suppossd central area which is to be upgraded,

This particular episode raises the whole question of the establish-
ment of Cluster Schools. Every good measure in Education often
acquires around itself accrations which at times 'mack of ricial and
religions prejudices,

The Cluster School Concept {9 not meart to be ised az a
political weapon to smother smaller schools whi'h have cuered to
particular deoominations in their areas.

In this iostance which Pathukavalan refers to, all th) ebildren
pffected are children of Roman Catholic Parents and the Jirector of

The Bread of Life

(A Bible Study on theme of the
WCC Assembly )

" Jesus Christ, The Life of the
World "

The Image of Bread :

Bread is a hiblical
which evekes responses in many
cultures but not «all. Known as
‘the staff of life' in some parts
of the world, it is unkoown else.
where. Neverthless, the need for
nourishment for food, isa universal
buman reality and the shortage
of it which bring hunger, and
starvation to millions of people
is an uufuldmg trajedy in today’s
world, as it was in the ages
past. Bread, of course, is one
of the most familiar christian
symbols because of its wuasein the
eucharist,

image

The following representative
situations may gulde the group
in responding to the image aof
bread.

A Poor family

Mother serves most of the
food left over from the previous
evening to father who leaves early
in the morning for his work in
the factory. She distributes the
remaining rice among the sevesn
thildren and sends them off to
school.  Ounly some rice water
remains for her. But she will
get her lunch at the building site
where she works as coolie. Inm
the afternoon, the children come
bome and await the return of
the parents for their evening meal,

While mother cooks with the
help of the older children, the
younger omes fall asleep. The
children eat and go to bed.
Without eating, the mother waits
for the father's return, Late at
night she learns that her husband
has been arrested by the police
for taking part in a demonstration.
She goes to bed hungry.

An Affluent Family: The
father and iwo children are
at the breakfast table — motheris
still in bed since she came home
late from a party. There is a
variety of cereals and other food
on the table. The children com-
plain that mother has not bought
the latest cereal they have geen
advertished on television. The
father rushes off to office, asking
the children to hurry and leave
for school,

The children, however, skip
school and spend the day with
friends. In the evening, the father
phones to say he will be late
because of a meeting at the office,
The children sit at table with
the mother, quarrel with her when
she asks about school amd go to
bed hungry.

(to be continued)
[Courlesy NCC Review of India)

isa 1010_paga volume by D

Western Samoa Church
News

At a special service of the
Elders Committee of the Congre-
gational Christian Church of Samoa,
held in Apia, Weastern Samoa on
the 9th of February 1983, Revd.
and Mrs. Peni Vai of the CCCS
wers commissioned to go as mis-
sionaries of the Council for world
Migsion to serve the Church in
Jamaica.

At the same service, Mr, and
Mrs. J. P. Ampalavar were offici-
ally welcomed by the chairman of
the Elders Committee, Revd.
Elder Filemoni Tuigamala, te
serve as missionaries from the
Church of South India, through
the Council for World Mission.

The Ampalavanars served the
Kiribati Protestant Church in the

Gilbert Islands for four years,
before they were transfered to
Western Samoa by the Council

for World Missien, In Samoa they
will be teaching at Leulumoega
Fou College in Malaa, which is
about twelve miles from Apia,
the capital of Westera Samoa,

The Samoan Church Has just
completed its new Headquarters
which is a six storey building and

has named it as John Williams -
block, named after Revd. John

Williams the first missionary who
took the Gospel to Samoa in 1830,

A Gigantic Enterprise

The World Christian Encyclo-
pedia, (Oxford University mel

and consultants to mmplete his mk

While the major focus is
Christianity, there is also data on
all other faiths, £

Christianity bas today & non-
white majority for the first time
in 1200 years. The fastest grow-
ing group is the non-white indi-
genous churches. Barret says that
by the ysar 2000, they will be
154 million Pentecostalists who
are now 51 million stropg.

There is however a steep rise
in atheistic and non-religious be-
liefs, 20.8 per cent of the popula-
tion . belong to this group as com-
pared with only 2 percent in
1200,

In brief

Q Two-thirds of the 20 Dioceses
of the CSI has voted for ordi-
nation of women and thus it
bas become now constituition-
ally valid for any Diocese in
the CSI to go forward in
ordaining women candidates as
Presbyters, according to the
" Madras Diocesan News ™,

Education, NR has held that the initiative was not Ernm the Educatien

Ministry or the Department,

There are at present only

and the other at Pungudutivu,

two Cluster
that have been started on am experimental

Any other

Schools in the North
basis — ome at Kilinochi
experiment should have

the sanction and auathority of the Minister of Education and the local

community.

People in the
common front for

North face immense problems which eall for a
their solution,

In this eontext, denominational

rivalry in education is an affront to the gualiiy of Tamil leadership at

the civic levsl.
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