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JDCSI

Colombo Church Presbyter
to attend WCC Assembly

The Rev. S. 5, Arulampalam,
the Presbyter of the Colombo
Church of the JDCSI will be
attending the forthcoming Sixth
Assembly —of the -World .Cauncil
of Churches to be held at Van-
eouver in July., He has been
invited by the Communications
Department of the WCC.

The WCC Sixth Assembly

__ Three months from now, the

Sixth Assembly of the World
Council of Churches is schedaled
to be under way (July 24 —
Aug. 10) at Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada.

The following wers the pre-
wious Assemblies of the WCC:—
1948 — Amsterdam, Netherlands
1954 — Evanston, USA
1961 — New Delhi, India
1968 — Uppsala, Sweden
1975 — Nairobi, Kenya.

Constitutionally, the Assem-
bly is the supreme legislative body
goverping the WCC, meeting about
every seven vears. It chooses
irom mg its mnmharahp

Theme, Sub-themes and issues

The theme of the Assembly
is Jesus Christ, the Ilife of the
World. The sub-themes ara
(a) Life, gift of God (b) Life,
confronting and overcoming death
(c) Life in its fulness (d) L'fe
in unity.

The issues which will come
up before the Aasembly are:—

(a) Witnessing in a divided
world.

(b) Taking steps towards unity.

{c) Moving tewards Participa-
tion.

(d) Healing and Sharing Life
in community.

(e) Confronting ' Threats to
Peace and survival.

(f) Struggliog for Justice and
Human Dignity.

{g) Learning in Community.

{b) Communicatinpg with econ-
vietion,
{ Two more will be added ).

“The Energy for my Neighbour’

The Enpergy for my neigh-
bour programme ( ENP ) will re-
ceive special attention at the As-
sembly as its mandate expires at
the time of the Assembly. A new
mandate in the area of energy
becomes necessary. Issue No. 5,
‘confronting threats to peace and
survival ' ipcludes explicity the
concerns of the ENP.

Mimbers of the " Energy for
my Neighbour” Advisory Group
of the WCC ipeludes one from
Sri Lezoka — Rev, Kenneth Fer-
nando, Chairman, Christian Coun-
eil of Development Commission,
St. Like's Vicarage, Borell,
{ Colonib.8 ).

The Cambridge University
Examinations

Two reprecentatives of the
Cambridge University Syndicate —
Dr. F. Wildeand Mr. ], L. Red-
daway — were in Sri Lanka re-
cently to explors the pessibilities
of haviog the Cambrldgu Exami-

nations once again in Sri Lanka. -

The GCE (AL) of the Cambridge
University will cost a student about
Rs. 2000 in all four subjects,

The London GCE (AL) Exa-
mination costs a student about
Rs, 5000 in all four science sub-
jects. . Abaut..200 . students will
sit this examipation in Sri Lanka
in June this year.

The Cambridge Junior and
Senior Examinations were very
popular in Ceylon in the colonial
era, Most schools opted for this
examination at which credit passess
in a combination of suobjects
would exempi a school candidate
from the London Matriculation
Examination and enable him to
proceed for higher studies.

The Cambridge Examinations
also bad @ rigid Practical Test
in Science subjects, which made
it impossible for Private students

B to sit the Examination.

'Sports master’ at Jaffoa College
will be remembered by generations
of students who sat the Senior
Cambridge Examinations in Cey-
lon at that time for his book
which was the only Text Book
then available for students to help
them with the rigid Praetical
Work which was necessary *for
students in Science subjects, par-
ticularly Chemistry.

Opinion
The Gandhi Film

Scholars were upset ‘that such
men as Jahwarlal Nehru, India’s
first Prime Minister, Vallabai Pa-
tel, its first President, and Mo-
hammed Ali Jinnah, the founder
of Pakistan were reduced to mere
stick figures in the 3% hour epic
film.,

They wondered why several
leading participants in India’s de-
velopment were simply left out —
men like the untouchable leader,
Ambedkar or Shubas Chandra Bose
who lead the violent strain of In-
dian nationalism.

[ Taken from Sun ' World News'
{13-4-83 )1

Correction

Please note one correction in
our issue of 25-3-83 & 1-4.83 :—

In the mews item pertaia-
ing to the Y, W, C. A, Building
Project, one of the founder mem-
bers who laid a foundation stone,
was mot Mrs. Hant but Miss
Careling Hunté, the oldest mem-
ber of the Jaffoa ¥. W.C. A,

Scienos r A tn-

Easter Sunday at
Nunavil Church

Two Satin Boards with the
Names of all workers who laboured
at Nunavil Church was presented
by Mrs. C, Separatnam in memo-
ry of her husbaud C. Separat-
nam P, H. I. and her brother-in-
law C. Arassratmam.  Aecountant.
After the Easter Service 130 had
breakfast at the Parsonage.

In the afterncon Easter eggs
numbering 78 were given by Nu-
navil Church members teo the
Home for the Elders after the

Easter Seryice was beld at the

Chapel of the Home.
{ Cor.

First Woman Preacher
in Kenya

Jane Njoroge is the firat
woman preacher to be ordained
as "a preacher of the Gospel”
by the Presbyterian Church of
East Afriea (PCEA). Njorege
who is married and, mother of one
child was ordained by the Mode-
rator of Nairobi, the Coast and
Uganda, the Rev, George Wanjoue.
She is thg daughter of a retired
PCEA Minister and gradoated

Cheistian, Tmil A endai

A World Christian Tamil
Academy has been formally inan-
gurated at Trichy. The Rt. Rev.
(Dr.) Selemon Duraiswamy fermer
Moderator of the CSI is the
President of the Academy. The
aim of the Academy is to focus
the service rendered by Christian
scholars ( foreigners and nationals)
in lexicography, linguistics, print-
ing and development of creative
writing.

The great Indian scholar, Dr,
K. A, P, Viswanathan inaugurated
the Academy and said that Chris.
tian contribution to the develop-
ment of Tamil language and lite-
rature ‘was high. It was Veera-
ma Munivar who had properly
compiled the Tamil lexicon.

The Academy has been ins-
tituted not merely to work for
the cause of Tamil Christian
Literature, but also to consoli-
date and co-ordinate the interests
of Tamil Christians all ever the
world.

Personal

Dv. (Hrs.) Pearly Athanaster,
has been re-elected President of
the Pandaterruppu Gramodhaya
Sabba. She has been associated
for the last 30 years with many
movements in the village which
aim at inproviog the quality eof
lite of ths villagers. The Lion’s
‘lub, Valdukoddai the All Cey-
lon TB Fehubilitation Centres, the
Sillalai W 'omen's Community Cen-
tre, and « thur similar organisations
have had the benefit of her matare
counsel nud direction,

w:th a B&chelnr of Dw:n:ty De-

Wanted

Matron for a Schos! Hostel
between the age of 40 — 55,
Apply in own hand writing wi.tl!
copies of testimonials on or s

fore 26th April to the Prinsipal.
Chundikuli Girls' College, Jtm

IN iqmonm

Ix EVER Loving MEMORY
oF

Anna Nesamma Arudpragasam
Departed: April 20th, 1969

Affectiopately and Gratefully
remembered by ber leved ones
Malar, Vijeya Devi, Wimala Raj,
Jeyandran and their families.

Kopay
Nigeria
U.S. A

A New Minister and
6 Deputy Ministers

| A New Minister — Mr. W, -
M. Lokubandara ( MP for Hapa-
tale) took his oaths as Minister
of Indigemous Medicine on 4-4-83
before President Jeyawardens.

Six Deputy Ministers wese
also sworn inon the same dayta
fill existing vacancies, some of
them created by the resignatien
of members of Parliament,

The six Deputy Ministers
are:— Mr. D, Vincent Dias ( Re-
gional Development); Mr. Agura
Bastian (Home Guards,; Mr. P.
B, Kaviratne (Private Omnibug
Service); Mr. Chandra Gaukanda
( Health); Mr. M, D. Premaratne
( Sports and Parliamentary Affairs);
Mt Abamed Faresth (Rural De-
welopment )
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The Church, the Po

or and the Kingdom

[ A few weeks before Archbishop Oscar Romero of .Et' §aiuador
was assassinated in March 1980 as he celebrated mass. in his cat}:e—
dral, he received an honorary doctorate from Lauvain University,
Brussels. This is an excerpted version of his meceptance speech.]

Christian Faith does not sepa-
rate us from the world but rather
submerges us in it. The church
is mot an elite but rather a fol-
lower of that Jesus who lived,
worked, struggled and died in the
midst of city, the " polis'.

Christian faith and the actions
of churehes have always had so-
cio-political repercussions, By i_lct
or by omission, by living with
"ane or another social group,
Christians have always influenced
the socio-political configuration of
the world in which they live.
How can Christian faith best in-
fluence the socio-political world?

The world of the poor

Our Salvadoran world is not
‘some abstract idea. It is a world
in which the wvast majority of
men and women are poor and
oppressed. That world of the
poor provides the key to under-
standing the Christian faith, the
performance of the church, and
the political dimension of that
faith and that church’s actions.
The poor tell us what our world
iz like and what service the
‘church can render in the world.

We have returned to the
- world of the poor and have found
it to be our rightful place. Far
from distancing us from our faith,
- its harsh realities have moved us
to inearnate ourselves in the world
G .“ h 10 OF.

he

There we found peasants with-
out land or steady work, without
water or electricity in their peor
dwellings, without medical assis-
tance when the women give birth,

- and without schools when child-

ren begin to grow.

There we found workers with
no labour rights, worker who were
their
rights, workers at the mercy of
the economy’s cold calculations,
There we found mothers -and
wives of the " disappeared” and
political prisoners. There we met
the people who live in havels
where misery exceeds the imagi-
nation,

This encounter with the poor
has enabled us to recover the cen-
tral truth of the gospel: The
Word of God urges us to con-
version. The church bas good
news to announce to the poor,
Those who have heard the bad
news In a secular context and
have lived even worse realities,

are now listening, through the
charch, to the word of Jesus:
"The reign of God is near”

“Happy are you poor, for the
reign of God is yours.” ' And
then there is also good news to
announce to the rich: *Bs con-
verted to the poor and share with
them the goods of the kingdom,”

It is' a new phenomenon for
the poor to view the church to.
day as a source of hope and
support in the stroggle for libera-
tian. The Word of God ealls the
Poor majority to awareness of
their responsibility to be conseci.

gnticized, to organize in m coun.
try which legally prohibits. this or

which makes it impossible to hap-
pen. The Word also endorses, at
times critically, the just cause of
the poor and their rehabilitation.

The hope which we preach
to the peor is intended to return
to them their dignity and to ani-
mate them to be the authors of
their own destiny. The church
bhas. not only turned te turned to
thd poor, but has made the poor
the privileged object of her mis-
sion.

Defence of the poor

The church has not only in-
carnated itself in the world of
the poor and given them hope,
but has also firmly committed it-
self to their defence. The poor af
our country are oppressed and
repressed dailly by the ecomomic
and political structures.

The terrible words of the
prophets of Israel are still appli-
cable in our country. Some peo-
ple still ssll the just person for
money, the poor person for a pair
of sandals: others lay up vie-
lence and plunder in the palaces
some crush the poor; they pro-
mote a reign of violence as they
lounge in their ivory beds; they
amass field after field until they
end up owning the whole coun-
try.

These texts from the pro-

phets Amos and Ismish are mot

far-off voices of centuries ago;

they are not just texts that we
reverently read in our liturgies,
They '« are daily realities whose
cfuelty and intensity we live on
a daily basic....

In this situation of eonflict
and antagonism, in which the few
have ecepomic and political con-
tral, the church has put itsslf on
the side of the poor and has as-
sumed their defence.

This defence of the poor in
so conflictive a world has ocea-
sioned a new reality in the recent
history of our church: persecu-
tion. It is not just any priest
or just any institution which has
been persecuted, but that part of
the church which is on the side

of the poor and has

: come
in their defencas. -

Political dimension of faith

In El Salvadar, the political
dimension of the faith is the res-
ponse of the chuarch to the gxi-
genciss of the real sociopolitical
world in which the church lives,
These demands are fundamentg!l
for the faith and the church can-
not ignor them, But the church
does not possess her own politi-
cal mechanism nor does the church
gseek political leadership,

A drue option for the poor
weans that the church incarnales
stself im the world of the poor,
proclaims good news, gives hopa,
inspires a liberaling pravis, de
fends the cause of the poor and
participates in  their desiing,
This option for +he ooy 1 .
the root of the polsiical
sion of+ the

5 i
dimen -
Jaith and s s

most fundamental characteristic.

We denounce again the exis-

tence of sinful structures in our

JDCSI

The General Transfer of Workers

{ As from 1-5-83)

Araly

Moolsi
Alaveddy
Sandilipay
Atchuvely
Chankanai
Colombo
Cheddikulam

9, Chavakachcheri
10, Delit

11, Erlalai North
12. Erlalai South
13, Karainagar

14. Kankesanthural
15. Kilinochi

16, Murugandy

17. Mapipay

18, Navaly
19, Anaicottai
20. Nunavil
21. Pandaiterruppu
22. Pungudativu
23. Velanai
24, Nainativu
25. Tellippalai

SR e

0

26. Udupiddy
27, Udauvwil

28. Ipuvil

29. Usan

30. Vaddukoddai
31. Varany

32. Kudathapai
33. Vavuniva

Do R e T e L TR R e I B O B

Rev. S. C. Arnold

Rev. S. C. Arnold

Rev. V. N, Tharmakulasingam
Rev, V. N. Tharmakulasingam
Rev. S. P. Jeyasingam

Rev. A. V. Jesuthason

Rev. J. J. Ratnarajah

Mr. P. Raveendranugoolan
Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah
Rev, D. S. Thiagarajah

Mr. W. K, Thevathason
Rev. D, C. Ratnasingam
Rev. A. Jeyakumaran

Mr. Prince Ratnam

Rev. S. Jeyanesan

Rev. S. Jeyanesan

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar
Mr. C. T. Roberts

Mr. C. T. Roberts

Rev, J. C. Mather

Rev. Sam Thampoe

Mr. V. Rajkumar

Mr. V. Rajkumar

Mr. V. Rajkumar

Rev. T. S. Premarajah
Rev. S. Manopavan

Rev. S. N. Sugupnananthan
Rev. S. N. Sugunasanthan
Mr. K. Nallarulanantham

Rev. M. Rajakulendran
Rev. M. Rajakulendran
Rev. A. C. Mathanaraj

country. - These structures pro.
duce the fruits of sin: the death
of Salvadorans — the rapid death
of repression or the slow death
(but no less real) of structural
oppression.

For that reason, -we have de-
nounced the idolatry that exists
in our country. Wealth is made
a god, private property is abso.
lutized by the capitalistic system,
national security is made the
highest good by the political
powers who institutionalize the in-
security of the individual,

A preferential incarnation

We know better what incar-
nation means, that it signifies that
Jesus took human flesh and put
himself in solidarity with his
brothers and sisters in suffering,
in tears and laments, in the giy-
ing of himself. From the world
of the poor the church will be
able to reach all; it will be able
to serve the powerful through a
pastrol activity that calls them to
conversion. But the reverse will
not work, as bas been proven sg
many times.

The world of the poor teaches
us that magnranimity of Christian
love must respond to demand of
justice for the majorities and not
flee from the honest struggle
The world of the poor teaches us
that liberation will eccur not only
when the poor become recipieots
of government or church henefits
but when they themselves become
authors and protagonists of their
liberaton, thus unmasking the ulti-
mate root of false paternalisms—
including ecclesial,

IFaith in the God of lifa is
what expiains the depth of the
Christian mystery. Tao give life
to the pcor, ona must give from
one’s owr life. This is what is
happeniog every day in our coun-
try. Mary Salvadorans and many
Christians are willing to give up
their lives that there may he life

New Officers of Boards

At the first meeting of two
of “the Diocesan Boards which
met after the Annuzl Council
Sessions the following were ela-
cted as Officers for the new year :
Medicai. Board :

Chairman: Prof. J. B. Selliah
Secretary : Mr. A. Rajasingam
Social Action & Development
Board :
Chairman: Mr. C, Jeyaratnam
Secretary: Mr. L, S. C, Canaga-
singam

Distinctions at the ‘O’ Level
Examination in all 8 subjects

According to news reports,
students who obtained Distinctions
in all 8 subjects in some Colows-
bo schools are as follows:—

Royal College — 24
Visaka - 12
Ananda =ty
Devi Balika ]
Ladies College — 3
St. Thomas a2

for the poor. That is following
Jesus and showing faith io him.

The world of the poor pro-
vides the ultimate criterion for the
church's action. The chureh will
support a particular politieal pro-
ject only to the extent to which
it benefits the poor.

We believe that this is the
way to maintain the identity and
the very transcendence - of the
church. We must insert ourselves
in the real sociopolitical process
of our people, judge it from the
world of the poor, and inspire all
the liberation movements that lead
to justice for the majorities. Wa
believe that this is the way to
maintain the transcendence « and
identity of the church bescauss in
this way wea maintain faith in God,

[ Takan fram CCA News 1521 )
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Some Salient Points jrom the Principal's Report

Theological College of Lanka

COLLEGE DAY,

The Law and the Parish Ministry

Mr. Samarakoon, your readi-
pess to be our Chief Guest puts
new heart inte us. A few years
ago, in order to add relevance
and interest te our College course,
we tried to find a lawyer who
would give a course of lectures
on law, its basis and bhow it may
affect the parish ministry. None
was able to accept our invitation.
All were busy with cases and
briefs in court and in chambers.
But now that the Chief Justice,
po Jess, has found time for us
we shall apply to them again
with fresh hope, armed with your
example.

In your distinguished career,
Sir, you must have heard all
the jokes about the legal profession,
Shakespeare makes his contribution
in his play Henry VI where two
buffoons are toying with the idea
of meoup. ‘' When you are king ",

says one, ' the first thing we do,
let's kill all the lawyers'. That
~may be good for = laugh, then

as mow. DBut in the power — play
of this troubled twentisth century
we nDote how in many countries
lawyers with a high sense of
’dury are increasingly  risking
their lives in the endeavour not
only to ‘interpret and apply the
law but also to ensure that
ardinary eitizens shall have the

protection of the law, as #
;E‘w f.zoqx upnjust la

freedom s Gtetnal
vigilance, so is the price of an
incorrupt,  unfettered judiciary.

We call God righteeus because
bis unwavering concern is to put
people and affairs to rights. To
that end he makes his people
his agents. May he uphold, guldu
and strengthen you,

Students
Five students left ug last
“April, Four of them have gained

the Bachelor of Theology degree.
Eight students joined us in the
first year. among them is Mihire
de Silva, a candidate for the
Methodist ministry and the first
woman ordinand to enter the
Theological College of Lanka,
Also living in the College, albeit
temporarily, is Sister Ariyamalar
Vythiliogam who, God willing,
will be ordained to the Methodist
ministry this year — the first in
Sri Lanka. A female presence at
the College is doubtless agreeable
to the male students., Pessimists
would say that it is like bringing
fire and straw together and
expecting nothiog to happen,
All onr students, male and female,
face the challenge to put Jesus
and their mission first. " What,
ever you do, all to the glory of
God ", Says St. Paul (I Cor. 10:31).
This applies to possible love —
matches at the Theological College
of Lanka, Will they be for the
glory of God? Will they build up
“the Church? The young people
must decide, in consultation, |
trast, with their elders, Meanwhile
celibacy remains an option for all,

The root problem, of course,
15t Should woman be ordained ?
All Churches, includiog the Roman
Catholic Church, agres that Scri-
pture does not rule aut the possi.
bility of woman priests, But, say
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There
castom

some, the timsis not ripe.
are barriers of tradition,
and culture too great to be sur-
mounted just pow. — On the
contrary, Say others, God's hour
has struck and all over the world

he is ealling women into the
priesthood. There they can use
the distinctive feminine gifts of

instinct, intuition, subjectivity and
empathy to complement the more
logical and analytical approachof
men, Some point out that Scri-
pture does not authorize women
to receive Holy Communion: yet
from the beginning it seems that
they have communicatcd anyway
So Scripture does not authorize
women to be priests. But it
does any that all God's people
are a 'royal priesthood” (I
Peter 3:9) and that ' there is
peither male nor female; for you

are all one in Christ Jesus”
( Gal. 3:28).
What is certain is that all

over the world some women are
declaring  their conviction that
God is ealling them to be priests
and ministers. Are 2ll deluded?
Is what they are hearing simply
the echa of selfish ambition?
When people standup and say :
“God is calling me to do such —
and such, or to be such — and
such, " there is a sense in which
we cannot argue with them.
You Cannot stand betweeu some-
one and God to question a pri-
vate transaction between him and
God. You may of course
misgivings, as did Jeremiah ia
face of the confident assertions
of the (as it turned out) false
prophet Hapaniah ( Jer.28:1 —9),
But Jeremiah’'s interim reply was :
* Brother, may Gad do just as
you say'. The call of God is
self — authenticating. Time will
tell. The genuineness of the call
both of men and women becomes
apperent as day after day, and
year after year they press on
with faith and steadfastness, not
woary in well — daing (Gal.6:9),
The issue cannot be decided now
by mere argument, theological or
otherwise,

More women ordinands are
expected in the academic year
beginning in July. We shall have
to adjust our thinking tothe new
‘he and she', instead of the old
‘he’ only, An implication of
this will be the nesd to appaint
women to the faculty and manage-
ment of the College.

Our Vision

In the welter of events, in
these spacial activities and in the
routine of lectures and morning,
mid-day and evening worship, what
time and place is there for dream-
ing dreams and seeing visions 7
The College stands in partial rea-
lizalion of the vision of the found.

ing fathers who ser it going in
1963, just twenty years ago. It
was to De a wvernacular i.‘.t'l”i_’]!('_
nurtured by the culture of our
peoples, It was to b® a means
to wreh Union. It was to he
a place for experiment and inno
vation, so long as the ‘urtherance
of the Gospel was seryed And
It was to bave a department for
lay training, The lay (training
department died some years a.gc_-'.

. voica

Where Church Union is comncern-
ed —and [ personally
mitted to it— the Anglican, Bap-
tist, Methodist Presbyterian
traditions are at present all re-
presented here. We can learn
from one another, inspirsa one
another, or cancel one another out
in a vague, ineffective lowest
common denominator, "' holding the
form of religion, but denyig the
power of it (I Tim. 3:5).
Will the vision that bhas
brought us thus far serve us for
the next twenty years? Yes, if
our eyes are fixed on Jesus. No,
if we transfer our gazs to any-
one or anything except Jesus.
Out of our wision of Jesus—
his redeeming love and wuncom-
promising call to discipleship —
grows our vision for the College.
The vision draws us on. A tra-
veller was confronted with a wide
and daunting stream. He consi-
dered for a moment, then took
off his coat and threw it across
to the other side, Now he had
to follow his coat. So it is with
our vision, “Follow me!” says
Jesus, And as we follow him he
becomes the Way., Our vision:—
The faculty and students have
discussed it. This morning the
past students of the College held
a Seminar about it. The debate
conlinues, but must end in action
and reform. We are open to the
advice and criticism of all. Two
things in particular I covet for
the College: a deeper, more dis-
ciplinad, spirituality and "' wise
men”” with trained minds and
burning hearts such as Jesus lists
among . his  emissaries  ( Matt.
2334 ). S e

am com-

and

A Pioneer of the LSSP

Passes away

Mr. Leslie Goonewardens, (73)
one of the pioneers of the Lan-
ka Sama Samaja Party died on
11-4-83 at the General Hogpital
Colombo. He entered Parliament
In April 1956 and served the
legislature for 15 years. He was
a Mipister of Communications
under the UF goveroment of Mrs,
Bandaranayake from 1970 to 1975.
He was forced to relinquish his
portfolio in 1975 following his ex-
pulsion from the UF government.

Comrade Leslie Goonewardene

was one of the founders of the

ILLSSP with Dr. N. M. Perera,
Colvin R de Silva and S. A, Wick-
remasinghe. In his dedicated ser-
vice to the party he was assisted
ably by his wife Vivienne Goone-
wardene, also an LSSP veteran.

The funeral takes place on
Saturday ( 16 4-83) at Panadura.

Opposition Parties and
By-Elections

Five Opposition parties have
agreed in principle on @& no-con-
test pact accordiog to a news item
in The Island [(12-4-83)., The
CP agreed to accept two
geats [ Kamburupitiva and Ratga-
ma) and the LSSP, MEP and
NSSP have accepetd one each
{ Matugama, Ehelivagoda and Ma-
baragama ). The SLEP is to
contest 13 seats, The JVP has
dropped out of the wunited front
aod will go it alone.

The SLFP has congtituted a
rew nomination Board to select

has

Mills, Mr. S. Ratna\rel

¥ e 3

Members of the
JDCSI Boards

The following members cons-
titute four of the Boards uader
the Jaffna Diocese: —

(a) The Religious Education Board

The Bizop, The Director REB,
Rev. D, R. Ambalavanar, Rev.
N. W. G. Sugunarajah, Rev. A,
Jeyakumaran, Mr. Christie Roberts,
Mr. S. Jebanesano, Mrs. A. N. L.
Virasipillai, Mrs, T. A, Thampi-
appah, Miss Mary Elias, Miss
C. V. Selliah,

{b) Social Action and Development

Baard

The Bishop, Rev. M. Raja-
kulendran, Rev. S. Jeyanesan, Rev.
A. C. Mathanarajah, Mr. L.S.C.
Canagasingam, Mr. A. V. Ponnuy,
Mr. E. S. Curtis, Mr. C. Jeyarat-
nam, Mr.T. A. Thambiappah, Mr,
Natbhan Kunoll, Mr. M. Thambithu-
rai.

(¢) Evangelistic Board

The Bishop, Rev. A. C. Ma-
thanarajah, Rev. S. Jeyanesan,
Rev. S. Manopavan, Rev. D. R.
Ambalavanar, Rev. 5. N. Suguna-
nanthan, Rev. D, S Thiagarajah,
Mr. S, Ratnavel, Mrs. P. S. Selva-
chandran, Dr. C, S, Mills and The
Convener for Women's Fellowship,
(d) Children's Homes Board

The Bishop, Rev. A. Jeya-
kumaran, Rev. A. C. Mathanaraj,
Rev. M. Rajakulendran, Dr. (Mrs.)
R. G. Selvadurai, Dr. (Mrs.) D.]J.
Ambalavamar, Dr. Robert G, Por-
ter, Mrs. S. J. Somasundaram,
Mrs. Nathan Knoll, Mrs. C. T. E.

titate the cther Bolnh will 'bg.
published in subsequent issues.
— Ed.]

Personal

Dr. C. Palasuntheram, Bac:
teriologist, hes been appointed a
Director of the Medical Research
Institute with effect from 23.3.83.

In brief

O Foreign Studenis in Britain
studying there for 3 years be-
fore going to College or the
University could elaim aotoma-
tic awards for higher Eduoea-
tion. This facility will now be
withdrawn accordiog te a state-
ment made by Education Secre-

tary, Sir Keith Joseph. OQaly
“selected students and coun-
tries"” will be eligible for the

award. Others will have ta pay
‘their way, It is estimated that
thers are 61,000 foreign stu-
dents in Britain of whom some
50,000 are pursuing higher
education. '

O  President Jeyawardens will
celebrate, with members of Par-
liament his forty years of pub-
lic life on 24:4-83 with reli-
gious observances at the Raja
Maha Vibara, Kelaniya. Mr,
Jeyawardene first entered the
State Council in April 1943 by
winning the P.elaniva seat at g
by-election hild on 24.4 43,

candidates for the local pollg—
Messrs. K. B. Ratoayake, Anura
Bandarunayake, Laksman Jayake-
dy, K. Sbaomugalingam and Dr,
Udugama,

1
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EDITORIAL . _
The Energy ‘Crisis’ and Social Justice

: 21 Ry in
" Feonomists, sociologists and Eolitl:calc :cmt:lm?tfs S::eisprtg’dsz:{sngt

i ingi hich the urch 1

i mation and insights about w t

lt::al:er Tord’s mission capnot sfford te be unaware of or chpiac;ntof
ja F i ial issue, underlining the craucial tas

says Asia Focus in @& specia . _ _ ¢ €

th: Church today, particularly in Asia, to fulfil its prophetic role ~rn

the different situations .

The energy 'crisis’ today in the Thifd Wurl:‘i is an mlstalzce“i?-
point. A familiar picture today in Christian farF:ga ]autnasmpn v
. eularly the WCC related ones) is that of a Sri Lankan dwo :- 2
tha.' rural area carrying home a large bundle of assorted Iry stic u.
on her head with two of her emaciated children, also cnr.rymg sma
bundles, trailing behind her.

Underneath the picture is the comment — ' This Sri Lankan
woman has to spend a few hours collecting firewood every second
day so that she can cook for her family™.

The first and important task of the Christian Churcl.:. in Asia
today is to clear a misconeeption regarding the ans-rgy crisis’. The
‘erisis’ is not, as traditionally viewed a *supply ' crisis.

For the short and middle term needs, thers is, we are tul:{.
enough hydraulie, fassil ane biomass sources to meet every person's
basie needs and even more than basic needs,

For the longer term, direct and indirect solar energy and other
energy Sources cen, we learn, satisfy the energy needs of the globe
whosa population will, it is reported, increase to and stabilise around
6 to 7 billion people.

The pr_alﬂum is the mccess or rather non-access of many peaple
in developing countries to the energy sources. They do not hn_.va
mgn.y to buy land on which energy resources are located or techno-
logies by which the exploitation of the resources take place.

In Sri Lanks, it is reported that family members (mostly women
and children) in ‘rural areas, spend two days gaihers‘n.g a weeks worth
of wood for their hearth. The same is true of India, perbaps, to a
greater degree. In Central Tanzinia, we read, 250 to 300 days of
work ars required to meet the annual firewood needs of a household.

The quality of energy beiog used is also an important factor,
The rich, thriving on laissez-faire attitudes and ‘the magic of the

wayside and on cow-dung. ]

This is not without its negative effects. According to FAO,
come 400 million tons of cow dung are annually burnt in Asia, the
near East and Africa, Each ton burned means & loss of about fifty
kilograms of potential grain output. .

To top all, many of the decisions concsrning energy today are
taken 'from above' or ‘from outside’, independently of those whose
destinies ares shaped by the decisions — especially and increasingly the
poor.

The crux of the matter is that the energy problem is often por-
trayed not a3 a social problem but as a techoological problem with
the consequence that there iz an undue pre-occupation with the energy
‘supply crisis’ when actually the ‘crisis’ is in people’s access to
energy SOUfCEs,

The energy problem is amlso often used as a mask to divert at-
tention from consideration of the primciples of social justice, under-
lying economie policy decisions,

OPEC is widely condemned for instance for its eontribution te
the mounting debt of developiog countries whereas OPEC Nations
mre only contributors (mot perhaps the most important ones) to the
fundamental economic injustices in the World Marcket System.

" Jesus Christ, the Life of the World"
Christian gospel is primarily concerned about
" eerebral belief ",

reminds us that the
“action,” and not about

The Christian Church has, thersfore, an authentic and inescapable
obligation in Third World Countries to take sides with the poor and
see that the growth of emergy technologies to improve the standards
of living of the people are not dictated by the policy of the elite in
power but are in tune with the popular needs. In the words of Arch.
bishop Oscar Romero (assasinated in March 1980) ' The world poor
provides the ultimate criterion for the church's action".

A greater number of social

scientists who ars oriented to the
Christian theology of society is a great need in Asian Conntries, It
is probably here that India mod Sri Lanka are weak and need to be
strengthened,

Jpes: cil held at Vaddukeddii (March

New Werkers

44— 26) . —

Three new workers have been (1
accepted at the 36th Annual Meet. (2}
ing of the Jaffina Diocessn Coun- (3)

Mr. Cristie Roberts
Mr. P, Raveendrinugoolan
3 Mr, V. Rajkumay,

’ .baue_easy access 1o CONNENiERt CNELZY SORLCES 4R paL.
‘the poor have to contend with wood collectad by ‘the

mot down first,

A Bible-Reading Session with Brother Reagan

By

President Reagan, by what
earthly or heayenly authority is
not clear, declared the other day
that 1983 should be ' The Year
of the Bible", and recommended
that all of us read it as a moral
and even fiscal guide to the future.
The hope here is that he will take
his own advice, for it says some
relevant things.

On balancing budget:

"Be not made a beggar by
bangueting upon borrewing, when
thou hast mothing in thy purse.'—
Apocrypha, Ecclesiasticus 18:33.

“ Thow shalt lend nato many
pation, but thou shalt not bor-
row.” — Deuteronomy 15:6.

" The wicked borroweth, and
payeth not again.”— Psalms 37:21.

* Seek not out the things that
are too hard for thee, mneither
search the things that are beyond
thy strength.” — Apocrypha, Eccle-
siasticus 3:21-23.

n

On the rich and the poor :

" Speak not with & stiff neck.”
= Psalms 75:5.

“Thou shalt not harden thine
heart nor shut thine hand frem thy
poer brother. But thou shalt open
thy hand wide unto him, and shalt
surely lend him sufficient for his
need.” — Denteronomy 15:7-8.

"We that are strong ought
to bear the infirmities of the
weak.” — Romans 15:1.

On war and peace;

‘sgainst mation, neither shall they

learn war any more. — Isaiah 2:4,

“'What king, going to make
war against another king, sitteth
and consulteth
whether he be able with ten
thousand to meet him that cometh
against him with twenty thou-
sand ! " — Luke 14:31.

“His [the Lord's] enemiss
shall lick the dust,” — Psalms 72:9,

On politics ¢

" We are troubled on every
side, yet not distressed: we are
perplexed, but not in despair; per-
secuted but not forsaken; cast
down, but not destroyed.” — II Co-
rinthians 4:8,

" Cast me not off in the time
of my old age.” — Psalms 71:9.

"“If thou hast gathered nath-
ing in thy youth, how canmst thou
find any thing in thine age? " —
Apocrypha, Ecclesiasticus 25:3,

“If thon wilt take the left
hand, then I will go to the right;
or if though depart to the right
hand, then I will go to the left.”
— Genesis 13:9,

“Boast not thyself of tomor-
row; for thou koowest not what
a day will bring forth,” — Proverbs
27:1,

On foreign affaire 1

"“"Where there iz no vision,
the people perish,” —Proverbs 29:18.

"'We wrestle not against fiesh
and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the
rulers of the darknoess of this world,

JAMES RESTON

againgt spiritual wickedness in high
places.'” — Ephesians 6:12,

"1 am for peace: but when I
speak, they are for war,” — Psalms
120:7.

"'Why beholdest theu the mote
that is in thy brather's eye, but con-
siderest not the beam that is in
thine own eye?... Thou hypo-
crite! " —Matthew 7:3, 5.

" The Lord shall bring a nation
against thee from far... a nation
whose tongue thou shalt not under-
stand; a nation of fierce countenance,
which shall not regard the person
of the old, nor show favor to the
young.” — Deuteronomy 28:49.50.
On the Middle Eagst:

* Saying, Peace, Peace; when
there is no peace.”—]eremiahk 6:14,

"“1f I forget thes, O Jerusalem,
let my right band forget her cun-
ning. If I do not remember thee,
let me tongue cleave to the roof
of my mouth,” — Psalms 137:5.6.

"1 am the rose of Sharon, and
the lily of the valleys.”— Song of
Solomon 2:1.

"' Lebanon is ashamed,
hewn down.” — Isaiah 33:9.

and

" Righteousness exalteth a na-
tion."” — Proverbs 14:34,

On liberty :

“Ye shall proclaim liberty
throughout the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof,” — Leviticus
23:10, -

"

m i
away.” — Revelation 21:1.
On the press (and othar sinners ):

“ What hath God wrought?”
= Numbers 23:23,

" Evil communications corrupt
good manners.” — I Corinthian
15:33.

" Thou shalt not go up and
down as a tablebearer among thy
people.” — Leviticus 19:16.

"Tell it not in Gath, publish
it not in the strests of Askelon.”
— II Samue} 1:20,

" Miserable comforters are ye
all."— Job 16:2, P

" Then the Lord answered Job
out of the whirlwind, and said:
Who is this that darkeneth eoun-
sel by words withont knowledge ?"
— Job 38:1-2.

“ And Jesus entered and pass-
ed through Jericho, And behold,
there was a man named Zaccha-
ens... and he sought to see Jesus
who he was; and eould not for
the press.” — Luoke 19;1-3,

{ Fram The International Hevald

Tribumne, February 18, 1985)

IN BRIEF

O  Sixth Assembly of the WEC:
Nirmal Mendis, a Final Year
student, at the Theological Cal-
lege of Lanka bas been chossn
to attend ths Sixth Assembly
of the warld Council o/ Chur-
ches to be held this wvear ag
Vancouver.

e

Registered o5 o Newspapsr ai the G, P,0,, Sti Lanka under No. OB.[59/.:00/26/82,

Priated for the Jafina Diocese
muganathe  Pross, Kaokesapthoral

of the Chureh of South India at Spi San-
Road, '
and wublished Ly Mr, Alvappillai Rajasiggam,

Jafion om Friday, 15th April 1983

330, Nawvalar Road, [affpg,

I saw a new heaven asd &
the frst earth were passed
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