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A Showpiece of a
School Event

Circmstances led me to par-
ticipate on Thursday (2 June
1583) in the Aonual Dinner of
the Uduvil Girls' College Advanced
Level Students's Union. It oc-
cured to me then how rarely 1
bad joined in any College func-
tion at Uduvil during my years
of gervice in the Diocese though
I bad been to several other gov-
ernment and private school func-
tions. My first reaction at the
Uduvil Dioner was one of plea-
sant surprise and some amazement
at the standard and calibre of
the students and colour. and qua-
lity of the whole function. It
took place in the main hall which
was tastefolly decorated and covers
were laid for over a hundred
guests. Every detail in the lay-
ing of the tables had been looked
into with meticulous care — hand-
made menu eards oamed for
every diner the right size flower-
vasss, correct cutlury sparkling
table-clotbes and all. The Presi-
dent of the Union Miss Malo Su-
guparajeh and the Secretary Miss
S. Mahendran were at the en-
tramce to receive the guests cour-
teously and warmly, making every
;uui‘gm truly welcome. The
all were in their Best and mix-
ing coyishly with guests from
Boys’ Schools.

The four-course Dinner served
was delicions and in plenty. Baut
what delighted me more came
after the dinner.

The Chief Guest Mrs, S. J.
Somasunderam retired Principal
of the College set the pace for
the after-dinner speeches propos-
ing the toast to the College.
She spoke of two plus qualities
of youth — that of daring to take
risks and that of forming beauti-
ful and lasting friendships. She
commended them both to the
girls and finished with the charge
"' Go forth into the word, Be of
good comrage. Houour all men”,
Miss C. V. Selliah the Principal
in her reply referred to the yoe-
men service rendered by her pre-

decessor to maintain the name
and fame ef the Collegs.
The Vice-President of the

Union Miss Priya Ariaratoam just

another Tamil medium Science
student but a true-bred Uduvi-
lite was till them enjoying her

dinper quite relaxed and in the
exciting company of male guesis
from sister schools. She tock ths
floor without the slightest sign of
pervousness and let go her toast
to the guests eclear and sensible,
humourous and to the point. It
was a treat to hear English
spoken so effortlessly by a Jaffum
sehool girl. Ker toast was re-
plied by Miss Chandrika Jeyara-
jab, berself an old Uduvilite but
who had come as & guest repre-
senting Manipay Hindu Ladies’
College. Equally confident and
gharming Chasdu ress to the

Westerts  Music

Brahms Anniversary

Johannes Brahms (1833 —1896),
the German Composer's 150th
Birth Aaniversary was celebrated
all over the world last month.
He was born on May 7, 1833.

Over the BBC, an old re-
cording of DBrahm’s voice and
soatches of his piano playing was
broadcast. Out of Brabm's 200
or 50 songs, the most famous is
Fowr Serieus Songs, with scrip-
tural words composed during the
Inst year of his life when he
koew that he was dying of can-

Though he belonged to no
religions denomination, he was &
sincre Christian. The fourth and
Iast of his " Four Serious Songs’
was an abbreviated setting of the
13th Chapter of St. Paul's First
Epistle to the Corinthians.

Brahms may have had it in
mind, says Gervase Hughes, in his
book Great Composers that its
closing strain would serve as his
epitaph :- "' But now abideth, faith,
hope and charity, - these three and
the greatest of these is chrity.”

In 1877 the Cambridge Uni-
vmlty ‘bestowed on him the

to mccept it. In 1889 he acecepted
Breslan's Degree of Daetor of
Philosophy. He died on 3-4-1897,

pccasion to the satisfaction of all
her erstwhile teachers.

Miss Shanthi Navarainam, yet
another old Uduvilite and medi-
cal stodent at Vellore proposed
the toast to the Union as a spe-
cial guest at the function, She
sxpressed sincers gratitude and
loyalty to her alma mater in her
well-delivered speech., The best
of all was the final reply by the
President Melo. Hers was of a
class above school level ip subs-
tance, delivery, pronunciation and
enunciation — sheer entertainment
in scintillating English.

The singing of the College
song (the same that my mother
used to sing to me some 35 years
ago) lustily, by the old girls and
members was a fitting fioale.

My only regret after the din-
ner was that such a showpisce
of & school event was strictly
limited te students, teachers and
old girls of Uduvil. There were
of eourse a few boys who might
have followed the speeches bere
and there. Even spouses of the
temchers were mnot there to wit-
ness this achievement of which
friends and well-wishers of the
school would be proud and plemsed.
It could have been an opporto-
nity to show the school to some
prominent citizens aod education-
ists, press reporters and perhaps
parents tgpo at least as paying
guests on such a bappy aod
proud oecasion.

S, Ni Sugunananthan,
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The Manager,
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Jattna College Techmical Tustitute

Vaddukoddai
Post: Site Engineer cum Lecturer,
Field : Quantity Surveying & Draughtsmnship.
Qualification: Degres in Civil Engineering with experisnce in the
above field
Or National Diploma in Technology in the above field
with 10 years experience.
Salary:

month all inclusive,

Apply with full bio-data to:
Direetor,

Total remuneration will be about Rs. 1800 to 2900/ -
A point on the seale may be offsred,

per

Jafloa College Technical Institute, Vaddukoddai

before 22nd June, 1983,

Mr; C: Banganathas OC

Mr. C. Renganathan Q. C., one
of Hultsdorp's leading Appea
Court lawyers died im Colombo
on 27.5-83, He had been giling
for some time. He was 74.

He also held several key po-
sitions in government aod private
institutions. He was a director
of the Tourist Board, a member
of the board of directors of the
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike National
Memorial Foundation and a mem.
ber of the Council ef Legal Edu-
cation.

He also served in the board

of management of the anﬁknsh-

Missian, V. B,. ;
nl.hounl Society ( Colombo
the Hindu Religious Affairs Ad-
visory Board. He was the con-

venor and member of the board

of trustees of the coordimating
committee of the Sri Sathya Sai
Bava Organisation of Sri Lanka.

He was educated at St
Joseph’s College, Colombo, the
University of Ceylon and the Law
College. He took his oaths as
an advocate in 1936 and became
a2 QC in 1965,

Shakespeare Drama Contest
in June

The semi-finals of the 10th
Inter-School Shakespeare Drama
Competition wiil take place on
15th and 16th June mt the Lignel
Wendt Theatre. The finals will
ba on 18th June at the Ladies
College Hall, The entries close
this month.

This competition is organised
by the Ratary Club of Colombo
North and the Central YMCA
Colombo.

The Shakespears Trophy do-
nated by the Thespians will be
awarded to the best boys school
and the best girls school at the
finals.

Prizes will be awarded to
the best actor and the best ac-
trass. These prizes will be award-
ed on the performances at the
semi-finals.

Prizos will also be awarded
to the best outstation boys school,
best sutststion girls school, the
best acter and actress from the
outstation schools.

In adlition prizes will be
awarded to the teachers in charge
of the bpsi teams at the fioals

i

CHUNDIKULI OLD GIRLS’
SSOCTA \

A ATION

GENERAL MEETING
in bhonour
of

Mrs. G. E. S. Chelliah
{ The Retiring Principal)

and

Mrs. L. P. Jeyaveerasingham
[The New Principal)

25th June 1983,
PROGRAMME

8 . m. Service of Thaaksgiviu

Breakfast,
Greetings.:

9 8. m.

10 a, m." Business mesting,

All old girls are welcome.

Husbands of old girls,
old boys and their wives are
invited to the funetion.
Mrs. P. Arulrajuh,

( President |
C. N. DevAnandhan,
( Hony. Secretary )

Wanted

Land with or withoat build-

ings to the extent of 5 —10
Iatchams within Jaffoa tewn.

Please write fo: 2
The advertiser,
Cfo Morning Star,
Vadduokoddai.

IN BRIEF

QO Professor Kailasapathy First
Memerial Lecture, was delivered
on 2-6-83 at the Sri Lanka
Foundation by Professor A. K,
Ramanujam of the Chicage
University on the subject of
* Culture acquired through Trans-
lation .

and to the teachers in charge of
the twe best teams from the
outstations.

This year a Challenge Cup will
also be presented by Mr. Surash
Melvani in memory of the late
Karan Breckenridge to the school
producing the bast actor.
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EDITORIAL . _ - .
The Realities of the National Situation

20 by-elections and the elections to
about the state of pablic

The results of the May 18 -
the local bodies have left little doubt
opinion in the country.

In the South, the United National Party, and in the Nc.:rth'and
and East, the Tamil Unsted Liberation Fronf, have maintained
their dominant position amorg the voters.

The purcantn‘ga‘ polled by the .UNP' on the 18th of / Ma‘x;:r a::::
76.15 -which should be considerad ‘good in the context of & sitw i
when people in the country were not.u:l & mood to
election which normally falls only once in five years.

‘enjoy ’

The election has also register:| convincingly the pec?ples _enderse-
ment of the free economy policy of the gnv.ernment whu':h ia Iul:tun
perhaps criticised in the narrow sphelre of its shortcomings without
credit for the broad range of lts achievement.

But while politically the UNP and the TULF are on strong
grounds and have made their position strenger by the endorsement
of their policies by the psople, bsth President Jeyawardene as head
of the government and Mr. A, Amirthalingam as the Leader of the
Opposition have their brows deeply furrowed, than ever before, at the
state of unrest in the country.

The victims of "terrorism' in the Morth have not nu_nly been
security personnel and some who are believed to be 'terrorists’, but
a mass of innocent human beings whose houses and possessions were

destroyed by fire almost overnight leaving them ‘refugees’ in their
own land.
The statements made on the tragic events by leaders of the

government party have been most sober and responsible. Prime
Minister Premadasa speaking at the opening of the Kadabeddegama
model village had said that fighting force with force ‘wx.mld only
* bring misery to the imnocent”. Tm:urism‘ could be eliminated, he
said, only by improving the economic condition of the people.

President Jeyawardene too at many meetings had said that
“ terrorism " in the North is not allied with any political group but
it is the work of the ‘fremzied youth ",

Minister Festus Perera bas gone to the extent of identifying
. clearly the five specifie grievances among the Tamils — education, de-
m"“ﬂ@*’ empleyment, mnon-implementation of the Tamil language
a.ﬁ!?lw anlﬂ‘!' the necessary ‘powers: and finances, 7
. While at the mational level, mno time sesms ta bs more oppoer:
tuse than now fer & continuation of the ‘Dialogue’ bahrqen the
governmet and the TULF, it is our view that such “Dialogue’
should now be more broad based than merely a get-together of
leaders belonging to two political parties.

The immediate problem in the cauuuy is "“what to do next”,
In this context, the loog drawan-.out ‘dialogue’ between the govern-
ment and the TULF, valuable as it has beem, has its own limita-
tions. A partly extinguished fire is often quickly ignited.

To all those who hold power in this country of whgtever kind,
we wish to remind them of the truth embodied in the Italian
proverb ;-

“Tell not all you know:
all you are able ™.

believs not all you hear: do not

Private Buses should Service of Thanksgiving
issue Tickets

A Service of Remembrance
and Thanksgiviog for the Life
and Work of Mr. B. K, Thiaga-
rajah Retired Teacher was held

All Private Bus Operators
have to issue tickets 1o commuters
from 1-7-83 according to a directive

frem the Ministry of Transport. at St. Peter's Methodist Church,
Such tickets should have the re. Jaifoa on 28-5.83 at 4-30 p, m.

gistered number of the vehicle, The R .
permit number and the relevant ¢ Rev. H.S, R. Jeyaehan

dran, led the Service, After the
lovaocation, Rev. John D, Jegusothy
sang & Thevaram. The Lessons
were read by Mr, M. Rajasekaran
and Miss Stella M. Thiagarajah,
Mrs. Thayalini Thiagarajah sang
8 special anthem,

fares fixed for
patlons.

the various desti-

There are 6000 private biises
operating oow io Sri Lanka.

St. John's College

-:The Rt, Rev. D, ]. Ambalavs-

At the Apnual General Meet. nar Bishop, JDCSI preached the

ing of the St. John's College O)ld

Sermon  while Sevak Rev. Sam.
Bay's Association, the following A|fred pald the tribute. The
have been elected office-bearers closing Litany was led by Ray.
for the new year:- President: [yapjel Thiagarajah,

Mr. ]. T.Chelliab; Vice-Presidents: i /
Tbe Service came to & close

Messrs: Tissanayagam, R. Bala- e vl e
- = wilh edl l

subramaniam, Newton and K = Hl 4 ; on pl:cnalmce y

Sivathason ;  General Secretary: ¥ v, 5. Jeyachandran

Mr. Thevathason; Assi, Secretary;
Mr. R. Joshua ; Treasurer: Mr. N,
Panchalingam aod Awudifor: Mr,
$am Sathaseevan,

The members of the family
entertained all those whe attended
the servige for a fellowship

ton
at Trimmer Hall,

e —

Book Relense

“ Education and Human
Rights

"“If the present political situa-
tion in the country is to be solved
by dialogue, a necessary prerequi-
sity is to remove all school text
books in Sri Lanka which have been
the camse ef creating wrong im-
pressions in the minds of the va.
rious communities in the comntry,”
So said Senator S. Natesan, (.C,,
in his address at the cereminial
release of Mr. K. Nesiah's book
“Education and Human Rights",
at Trimmer Hall, Jaffna, on Sa-
turday 28-5-83 at 4.30 p. m.

Mr. I. P, Thurairatnam, Re-
tired Principal, Union College, Tel-
lippalai presided over the meeting.
Prof. P. Sandrasegaram delivered
the muin address analysing the
highpoints in the book.

The first copy of the book
was procured by Dr. James Rut-
nam,

Senator Natesan in his address
further said that the relationships
between the two major communi-
ties inhabiting Sri Lanka can be
improved only if the Sinhala lea-
ders make a determined effort to

A Rousing Welcome for
New Bishop

The Rev. Dr. foseph Kingsley
Swampillal, will be accorded a
rousing weilcome on June 7 when
he arrives at Batticaloa to be
installed as Bishop of the Batti-
caloa — Trincomales Diocese at
a Special Service at 5 p. m. at
the St. Mary's Co-Cathedral Bat-
ticaloa.

His episcopal ordination was
held in Rome on May 7 this
year, A Civic Reception will be
accorded to the new Bishop by
the Batticaloa Municipal Council
on 7-6-83.

explain te the Sinhala people the
nature of the Tamil problem, The
present state of affairs in Sri
Lanka is dues in a large measure
to wrong ideas that have been
infiltrated through text books which
are in circulation today in our
schools.

Basically a genuine effort must
be made to clear the air of all
the historical misconceptions ra-
garding the Tamil community in
Sri Laoka. It is only then that
a Dialogue would be fraitful,

Reflections on the Role of the Humanities in
a Demoeratic Culture

[ Excerpted from the Bunker Memorial Lecture deliverd by Professor
John Walter Bicknell at Trimmer Hall on 22-3-83.]

For a Democratic calture, the
cultivation of the feeliogs is
essential.
love all our  neighbours but we
do need to understand them, res-
pect them and be sensitive to
their rights as human beings.
How the lack of these qualities
can undermioe a democratic way
of life we ecan see by consider-
ing what happened to the Unit.
ed Nations when it moved from
Flushing Meadow, Long Island,
to its mew structure in Manhat-
tan; the original was a single
floored building with many cor-
ridors Jeading from the extremi-
ties to the center; as a result,
the UN workers and delegations
constantly met each other in cor-
ridors and om an even level,
Now, the UN is housed unima-
ginatively in a typical New York
skyscraper, & mateh box on end,
with the highest members of the
secreatriat at the top and the
so-called lowest at the bottom,
The whole building contradicts
the idea of the organization it is
supposed to house. Likewise, in
the United States govarnment an
employee gets & room and a desk:
the size of which is determined
by his/her precise scaling on the
civil service heirarehy, not by the
nature of the task he performs.
Contrast this with the position of
the office of the headmaster of
Deerfield ' Academy in  Massathu-
setts; it was in the ball in middle
of the building, wide open, where
the HM could see all the stu-
dents as they trooped by, between
classes, and where they could ses
bim, and if they liked, speak tg
him, or he to them. I am sure
you can hupp]y your own exam-

Perhaps we need not

ples from your own society of the
failures and success in shaping
institutional structures to the needs
of a democratic culture.

And what has this to do with
the Humanities? Have they not
always been the province of the
elite? True those who had or
have the leisure to praetise and
study the Humanities often wear
them as a badges of superiority;
they look down their noses at
the common people, at middle-
class business men and women,
at the so-called ignorant massas,
This misuse of the humanities
throughout European and ‘Ameri-
can and, I suspect, Indian
society as well needs no demons-
tration. The achievement of cul-
ture by the privileged few has
been obtained off the backs ef
toiling men and women, and it
is no wonder that sometimes the
latter have resented the fact and
attacked culture both in word and
deed. It was Gandhi himsslf
who refused to admire ths
Taj Mahal becauss it was built
by slave labor, and he too who
regarded higher education with
suspicion, especially for women,
After all, people say, great litera-
ture is of and about members of
a higher class; philesophy is a
subject remote from ordinary peo-
ple and tos many philosophers
think like Plato, whose Rspubhc is
a Spartan dictatorship run by
philosophers instead of the milj-
tary. Moreover, the history one
studies is written by these who
were victorious and says very
little about the fate or the lifa
of the common people,

(to be continued)
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