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New Office Bearers

The following new office
bearers have bsen appointed to
fill vacaneies which have occurred
since the last annual Couacll
mesting : —

Mr. A. Rajasingam, Chairman
of the Medical Board; Rev. S. N.
Sugunananthan. Secretary of the
Medical Board; Dr. Jeevarat-
nam, and Miss C. V. Selliah,
members of the Board; Mr. P. J.
Thaembirainam, Treasurer of the
Workers’ Pension Fund.

Women Ordained

At a historic service of ordi-
pation held in the Kollupitiya
Maethodist Church Colomba on
Friday the 4th November, two
Sisters were ordained into the
ministry of God and received in-
to full connexion of the Metho-
dist Church of Sri Lanka. In all,

there were four ordinands who
became full-fledged ministers on
that day pamely the Revs. Malar
Chipniah, Ebenezer Joseph, Piya-
sepn and Ariamalar Vythilingam,

into Christian priesthood. The
President of the Methodist Con-
ference the Rev. Soma K. Perera
presided over the ceremony and
the Rev. S. M. Jacob the Secre.
tary of the Conference delivered
the Charge. The Churech gver-
flowed with crowds of Methodists
and friends from many parts of
Sri Lanka.

Sister Malar Chinnlah whe
hails from Tellipalai was an En-
lish trained teacher on the staff
of Vembadi Girls’ College when
she resigned and proceeded to
UK to do her Diploma in Reli-
gious Education. She was accept-
sd for serviee as & Sister in the
Methodist Church in 1952 and
begining with Christa lllam, Kal-
munai served in many stations
sometimes aeting for ministers of
large Churches. She attended se-
veral conferences abroad, and is
presently in charge of the Kod-
daimunai and Chenkaladi Circuits,

Sister Ariamalar Vythilingam
a graod-daughter of the Rev, Sa-
muel Veeragathy of the American
Ceylon Mission also was & teacher
at Hartley and later Central Cgl-
lege Jaffna when she decided to
become a Church worker. She
did her theological studies in Sin-
gapore and became an accredited
local preacher and subsequently
was admitted to sisterhood. She
had travelled in nearly all the
circuits of the Methodist Church
before joining the staff of the
Colombo City Misgion, She at-
tended Metaodist Wamen's Con-
ferences in Ireland, Australia and
the Philippines. Presently she is
at tte Katukelle Church, Kandy
pnd is to be transferred as the

Jaffoa.

Red Cross Society

The Jafina Red Cross Soclety
has been in the forefront of the
rehabilitation efforts in the North,
serving the 18 Waelfare Centres
in Jaffaa with a zeal and devo-
tion that has won the regard and
appreciation of those who have
been affected by the July distur-
banoces.

The Society has been getting
down clothes, milk powder, medi-
cal supplies etc., from Red Cross
Societies in China, India, Philli-
pines, Geneva and Singapore and
distributing them to the refugees.
Some 2423 packages of clothes
bave been distributed to needy
families in the 16 AGA's divi-
sions in Jaffoa.

The Society has aise offered
first aid and medical assistance
to refugees with the help of Dr.
Krishnarajah, the President of the
Jaffas Medical Association, which
by itself bas contributed to the
Rebabilitation Fund a some of
Rs. 35,103,

The President of the Red
Cross Society is Mr. P. L. Pat-
rick Additional Government Agent,
Associated with him in

Mrs, Shanmugalingam,
The Society functions uoder
the overall supervision of Mrs.
Devanesan Nesigh, wife of tha
Goverement Agent of Jaffoa.

Charch Relief to Affected
Families

At a specially convened meest-
ing of the Workers’ Union held at
Vaddukoddai on Thursday the 3rd
of November, the Bishop of the
Jaffna Diocese of the CSI, distri-
buted about two hundred and
fifty chegues worth ever two lakhs
of rupees to be given away to fa-.
milies affected by the recent dis-
turbances. This help was made
out of assistance from the World
Council of Churches through the
NCC and voluntary coatributions
received in response to appeals
made by the Bishop.

Personal

Mr. Arulcmpqidtlﬁx Selvarat-
mam is among the k9 Justices of
the Peace and unofficial magis-
trates appointed by the Lord
Chanpcellor of Shropshire. He is
Chief FEogineer of the Telford
Corporation. Last year he was
awarded the MBE for outstand-
ing services in_ his area. He is
an Old Boy of Jaffna College and
is from Araly North.

second minister at Kalmunal in
January.

The Rev. Ebenezsr Joseph the
son of a District Evangelist is
an alumous of the Tamilnadu
Theological Seminary, Madura'.
He is presently attached to the
Colombn City Misslon,

“Thanthai Selva”
Primary School

The Annual Priza Giving of
the above school, established at
Tellippalai in the Kankesanthurai
electorats to commemorate the
late Mr. S. ], V. Chelvanayakam,
Q. C., the Tamil Leader, was held
recently at the Union College
Hall with Mr. K. Sivanesan, the
Headmaster in the Chair.

Mr, M. Simiampillai, the Dij-
rector of Education, N, R,, was
the Chief Guest and Dr, [Mrs,)
Sivanentham distributed the prizes,

Mr. Simiampillai in his ad-
dress emphasised the importance
of the Primary Schools in ouor
educational set-up. He also re-
ferred to the unfortunate position
that has now cropped up of the
M. Ps Funds for school develop-
ment which now have to be de-
layed bscause of the absance of
our M. Ps from Parliament and
the consequent impasse,

At Rest
Mre. T. C. Rajaratnam
The death occurred at

residence "'
Thll-t_ldly

her
Raneestan ", Inuvil, on
(27-10-83) of Ranee

I i ] i a el
known member of the Jaffoa Bar
in his time and a former Chair-
man of the American Ceylon Mis.
sion, the precursor of the JDCSI,

Mrs. Rajaratnam was 85 years
old at the time of her death.
The funeral service at home was
conducted by Rev. S. N. Suguna-
nanthan. The Rt. Rev. S. Kulan-
dran preached the Sermon.

The remains were cremated
at the Uduvil Crematorium. The
committal rites were performed
by Rev. 5. N. Sugunananthan,

She leaves behind a son, Mr.
T. W. Rajaratnam, a former Sup-
reme Court Judge, two daughters,
Sahuntala Tissanayagam and Su-
lochana Navaratnam and a bro-
ther, Mr. M. M. Pararajasingam.
Two of her sons, Mr. T. J. Ra-
jaratnam, High Court Judge, Jaff-
na and Mr. R, Dharmarajah pre-
deceased her.

In brief

@ Tie number of vacancies for
teachers im Schools in the North
bas risen, according to inform-
ed sources, to some 1700 from
about 1200, because of the exo-
dus of Tamil students from the
South, after the July distur-
bances.

@ The 83rd Birth Anniversary
of the lite Mr. G. G. Ponnam-
balam, (), C,, the Tamil Congress
leader wag marked on 8:11-83 by
a Comriemoration Maetiog held
at the 7'amil Congress Office in
Jaffae at 6 p. m. Mr, S. R, Ka:
naganaysgam presided At the
mestilg,

Varany Mission Multipurpose
Farm & Training Centre

Applications are invited from
Male candidates for

‘“ Agricultural Trainees”

in the above establishment.
Minimum educational qualifications
G.C.E. (O/L)— Pass in six
subjects. Age above 17 years.
Free accommodation and an attrac-
tive allowance will be given.
Application forms could be obtain-
ed by sending a self addressed
stamped envelope to,
The Instructor,
Varany Mission Multipurpose Farm
and Training Centre,
Varany.

Applications close 14 days from
today.

The Christmas Carol Service
of
St. John's College
and
Chundikuli Girls’ College
will taks place

at St. John the Baptist Church

at 5-00 p. m.
Plsase inform others interested,
Thank you.

The Principals.

The 36th Annual Festival

of
CAROL SINGING

by

The Youth of the North
at

St John's College. Jaffna
on

Sunday 27th November 1983
at 400 p. m

Admission by Programme.

Please inform others.

St. John's College,
Jaffna.

Appointed J. P.

Mr. Felix A, Rajendra of
Colombo bas been appoioted a
Justice of the Peace.

Mr. Rajendra who a few years
ago retired from the Bank of
Ceylon as & Senior Manager, is
an active Secial Cultural and
Religious Worker. He was edu-
cated at St. Henry's College Ila-
valai where he represented the
college in sports,

He is a son of the late Mr.
T. Appadurai, Registrar and the
late Mrs, Appadurai of Uduvil
and son in law of Mr. E. A, Arnold
and the late Mrs. Arnold of Law-
ton Road, Manipay.
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Bishop Lakshman Wickremasinghe

A Tribute by
Rajan Kadirgamar

To many of us who b.e-
longed to the Student Chris-
tian Movement of more than
three decades ago., Bishop
Lakshman remains the most
sincere, loveable and dearest
friend and a truly great father
in God. His passing away
therefore at a comparatively
young age is a shattering event
and to us in Jaffna, a very
hard and severe blow. Many
of us feel somewhat orph?ned,
because Bishop Lakshman iden-
tified himself so closely with
us in all our joys and sorrows
and was present with us at
our weddings, anniversaries,
prizegivings, camps and con-
ferences- His consoling pre-
sence at funerals and at the
calamities here, we cannot for-
get: his prompt and comfort-
ing presence at the funerals
of Periannan Sevak Selvarat-
nam of the Ashram and at
that of our revered leader
S. J. V. Chelvanayagam is grate-
fully remembered Under nor-
mal circumstances, so many of
us from laffna would have pour-
ed into Kurunegala and Colombo
to pay our last respects to
our dearly departed friend,
but the present situation made
it impossible for most of us
to do so. However, our ach-
ing hearts were somewhat con-
soled through the media of
_when we  were a.tgle
, a glimpse of him
ying in state in the Colombo
‘Cathedral and our intense pra-
yers went up in praise and
gratitude for the glorious life
of a remarkable Christian
statesman and leader, pastor,
Bishop and friend

There was an exceptional
nobility in the very demea-
nour of Bishop Lakshman and
we took justifiable pride in him
as he appeared before national
and international audiences.
He was every inch a noble
Prince of the Church and one
of God's most polished and
brilliant ornaments in our
midst and yet one who had
the utter humility of a Fran-
cis of Assisi Bishop Lakshman
happily demonstrated the beau-
ty of a life of simple. frugal
living when he had all the
means for a very comfortable
life. He involved himself with
hard physical labour whenever
the opportunity arose in vil-
lages during work camps and
S C M. Conferences and there:
by sanctified human labour.
He loved the men of the soil
who laboured unendingly and
was a very effective social re
former and a civil rights
leader.

He had a surprizingly vivid
and incisive knowledge of Jaff-
n4a people and could assess re-
lationships and family back-
grounds with utmost ease. He
could relax in the back veran-
dah of a Jaffna home bare-
bodied. clad only in a sarong,
savouring a Jaffna delicacy and
could very humanly stray in-
to some trivial innocent local
gossip, He could crack hila-
rious jokes one after the other

keeping everybody roaring with
laughter while there was hardly
a trace of even a faint smile
on his own face. While in
the midst of school boys he
could easily slip into their
slang and be one with them,
He would allow himself to be
*fooled’ around by his young
nephews and nicces. He could
also stretch the minds of the
most intelligent of undergradu-
ates through an exacting intel-
lectual pilgrimage. [e loved
little children, played with them
and remembered interesting
events about them. their birth-
days and pet names. He hono-
ured the aged and befriended
the disabled. In him we found
amply those Christ like graces.
He was a pastor of the highest
order and his parish knew no
bounds and it extended far and
wide beyond the Diocese of
Krunegala- There was an all
encompassing love and affection
in him for people and anyone
who came into his generous
orbit received the same inten-
sity of care; concern and affect-
ion, whether it was his humble
servant or his fellow Bishop. He
was a strong bulwark, a refuge
and strength to many in times
of distress personal and nati-

onal.

It is no secret that Bishop
Lakshman was the most frequent
, Sinhalese visitor to Jaffna parti-
cularly during ethnic disturban-
ces and he was here soon after
the July, 1983. * holocaust " even
though he had just been back

from a strenous trip abroad and

was in delicate health During
such visits he made ita point
to meet wherever possible all
those who were bereaved, re-
ligious and political leaders,
officers in the armed forces,
the young and the old —it was
a truly devoted pastoral visit,
but the strain of emotion and
sadness this time was too much
for him and he fell very seri-
ously ill soon after the heart-
rending visit to Jaffna Someone
has said, " When words have lost
their meaning, life alone can
speak! " and the healing pre-
sence of Bishop Lakshman in
Jaffna during times of tension
in Sri Lanka was more eloquent
than words.

There were moments when
Bishop Lakshman had to be very
firm and even say things most
unacceptable to somey but the
kind, gentle, cultured, convin-
vincing tone in which he con=
veyed his views won everybody's
heart and made what he said
acceptable. Sometimes his dis-
cussions with people who differ-
ed from him took many long
hours going well past midnight,
but ultimately he triumphed in
reconciling the irreconcilables
He always took time to settle
disputes amicably. God Lad
endowed him with a handsome
pleasing personality and a fra-
grance of body, mind and spirit
that created an aura of calm,
peace and serenity wherever he
went. Old age did not have the
opportunity 10 ravage his fine
dignified cherubic face nor to

dampen his body, mind or spirit
and thank God we can always
remember him young as he was.
It will be a very long, long
time before Sri Lankacan pro-
duce a man of the distinctive
calibre of Bishop Lakshman.
Men of his quality are gifted to
us probably once in a century
or more

It is impossible at this time
to assess the great contribution
Bishop Lakshman made as a
thinker, writer, preacher. public
speaker, theologian, chaplain,
civil rights and ecumenical lea-
der and it is our fervent hope
that a worthy publication will
follow soon fto compile the
Bishop's labour in these wide
fields of intellectual, social, poli-
tical and theological pursuits.
We remember Bishop Lakshman
also as a man of deep contem-
plation and he took much time
out to live a life of prayer and
to renew his spiritual resources
specially at the Chrisra Seva
Ashram in Jaffna.

A few moments before his
peaceful death Bishop Laksh-
man conceleberated the sacra-
ment of Holy Communion with
Father Celestine Fernando and
to many of us that final act was
again a very significant concele-
bration for it was Father Celes-
tine who first introduced to us
in the S.C. M. the young and
dynamic leader Father Laksh-
man and we are bound to ex-
claim with nostalgia ‘those
were the days’. but now sadly.
‘gone with the wind' What
acred and blessed jmemgries
ood our minds!

At this time of national
crigis it is almost difficult to
think of the present without
our courageous Bishop Laksh-
man! Jaffna has lost its dearest
and most beloved Sinhalese
friend and many of us Christians
our dearest Father in God. The
greatest tribute we can pay him
at this time is to try to continue
the good work he attempted
to accomplish in our midst and
to emulate his well-set Christian
example. It will need much
dedication and commitment and
let us hope and pray that the
memory of his beautiful and
purposeful life in our midst will
inspire us to forge ahead in
faith.

Some Reflections on
All Saint’s Day, 1983

"Any man's death dimini-
shes me", said John Donne the
Oxford dom preacher and poet.
How mucht more then are we
diminished .this past year by
the heavy toll of death which
began on All Saint’s Day, 1982
with that of Rev. A.C. Tham-
byrajah of Navagesvanam fol-
lowed in quick succession by
those of Messrs. C. S. Ponnu-
durai, K. J Chelvarajan, Chan-
dran Devanesan, Mrs H G.
Aseervatham, Rev. N. W. G.
Sugunarajah, Mr. L. S Kula-
thungam, Mr. K. A. Selliah and
Bishop Lakshman Wickreme.
singhe just before all Saint's
Day this year. All these were
deeply involved in Ohristian
education and the development
of Christian chracter among the
young, hesides their own speci.
fic tasks. They were teachers,

Computer Course at Uduvil

A short course in Computer
Programming and Data Process-
ing was inaugurated under the
Further Education Programme of
Udavil Girls' College on Tues:
day the 1lst of Novembsr 1983,
A prayer service with the fresh
batch of students in their new
class rgom (the old dormitory)
was conducted to mark the occa-
sion when the Director of the
Further Education Programmse
Miss Ruth Mann, the Principal
Migs C. V. Selliah and the tuto-
rial staff of the department were
lecturer

present, The Consultant
supervising the course is Dr. 5.
Ganeshalingam  Sepior Lecturer

in Statistics at the University of
Jaffna, Lectures are given by
him and Mr, C. Nandakumar as-
sisted by Miss V. Sampanthar the
Computer  Programmer. The
course will be completed in four
months, More than twenty candi-
dates have enrolled for the course
already.

A Prize for the Most
Creative Tamil Writing

The Tamil University of
Thanjavor, South India has ins-
tituted the Rajarajan Award =
prize of one lakh rupe=ee for crea-
tive literature in Tamil. The an-
nual award is open to all per-
sons liviog anywhere in the world.
The University has defined ** Cre-
ative Writing” as any writing of
permanent  human values and
ideals with a high degree of aes-
thetic and semaatic skill in the

prose. The Syndicate of the Uni-
versity is to applint a National
Advisory Cemmittee for each
country to sand recommendations
on the literary works of the caon-
cerned nationals, The venture is
expected to be a stimulant for
the creation of Tamil works of
great merit.

and pastors, poets and drama.
tists, editors and journalists,
preachers and orators, scholars
and theologians, principals, a
vice-chancellor and a bishop.
They have left their strong im-
press on the Student Christian
Movement, The World's Student
Christian Federation, The World
Council of Churches: The YM
CA, The Church Youth Move-
ments, Religious Education
Boards The Christian Teachers
Guild and the Jaffna Christian
Dramatic Society. The youth of
Jaffna of several generations
shall rise up and call them
blessed :

“They were teachers who
taught us; they were mini.
sters of God's gospel who
instructed us in His truth
and faith; they were an ex-
ample to us of what life
sh_ou!d be and their influence
will never cease nor their
memories depart from usg.
We therefore, remember this
da_y the unseen cloud of
witnesses who compass us
about, we remember the
blessed dead who do rest
from their labours and their
works do follow them *

(William Barclay )

Thanks be to
of them. God for alf

AR K,
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Father Lak — Our beloved Chaplain

Y It was my third day in the
University Campus at Peradeni-
ya. We freshers had just moved
into the bhalls of residence. A
very young, stately and hand-
some clergyman walked into out
Hall ¢ James Peiris Hall ) and
asked for all of us Christians
by name. Little did we realise
then that he would be the one
who would make the greatest
impact on our lives on the
campuss

As son of the first Nationa]
Government Agent and hailing
from a great aristocratic affluent
family, with a wvery brilliant
academic and sports record at
Royal it would have been his,
to name the job he desired and
have it. To us members of the
University S. C. M. it was a
matter of great pride to speak
of our chaplain as the only
Political Science graduate with
a First class- degree from the
University of Ceylon., We also
learnt that he was working for
his Ph.d in England when he
felt called to enter the sacred
ministry. It seems to me that
the words of Rudyard Kipling,
“‘Festoomed with the haberda-
shery of success, lay all that
aside when the imperious Sum-
‘mons comes” had been written
on him.

Father Lak as he was affec-
tionately called was a man
given to prayer, and it was
evident to all who came into

act-- ¥l - R

one
Lord. as it was felt of the early
disciples One evening I hada
note from him. The following
day, I was at his home at six in
the merning when his mother
told me that he had gone into
his chapel for his morning de-
votion. 1 had to wait a full hour
to meet him. While waiting I
could see him on his knees,
his tace serene and lost to the
world, and to my teen-age mind
it occurred that Jesus’ face must
have looked the same when he
was on the mountain top pray-
ing to His Father,

N. G C. chaplain though he
was, and generally conceived of,
as shepherd to the christians
on the University campus, his
pastoral care and service ex-
‘tended far beyond that limit
A muslim friend of mine was
suddenly taken ill and was ru-
shed to the Kandy hospital. As
soon as lectures were over that
day, some of us hurried to see
him, only to be told by the
patient that Father Lak had
already been there, spending a
good long afternoon by his bed

The personality of Father
Lak was singularly magnetic.
In his dealings with the indi-
viduals he showed deep sym
pathy and understanding, and
they were expressed not in
words of pastoral counselling
alone. A friend of mine who
had been orphaned from child:
hood was then a priest in
Kandy, and Father Lak once
took me to meet him He was
just setting up his home with
make-shift furniture. On a sub-

een  with the

sequent visit [ found
had acqured a new
room suite, and when I com-
mented on its elegance he ex-
plained that it was a gift from
Father Lak

The beautiful church of
the glamorous University cam-
pus had no church-keeper.,
when Father Lak was its In-
cumbent. Polishing and sweep-
ing the floor, arranging flow-
ers, spreading mats and distri-
buting hymn books were to
be undertaken by the SCMers
and were the special responsi-
bility or the Devotional Secre-
tary. I happened to be that
Secretary for a year and early
one Sunday morning when I
was rushing to the church to
see to this routine I got de-
layed on the way because of
an encounter with a wild buf-
faloo I ran all the way and
up the full flight of steps lea-
ding to the church and waas
taken aback to see, Father Lak
in sarong and bhanian broom-
stick in hand sweeping the
church all by himself. Before
I could apologise and explain
delay, he spoke and said, |
knew the faithful one would
come. He was the very em-
bodiment of grace and humility,

that he
drawing

What an able personal ma-
nager and administrator he was
became evident when once he
had to be away from the campus

for six months- Chaplai

had to go on, nevertheless. He
had only the undergraduate
students to shoulder the respon-
siblity in his absence. He care-
full typed out in separate sheets
of paper the details of the duties
which different boys and girls
had to do, called them one by
one to explain and entrust them
personally, and left the campus.
The students rose to the occa-
sion. They had to, because their
beloved chaplain had trust on
them.

Several years after I had
left the University, my husband
and I met him after service at
the Vaddukoddai church where
he was preaching. He walked
up to us and asked, * where is
your little raseal, I hear you've
been blessed with one” “ Qurf
son is asleep in the car” we
said °I must see him"™ Father
Lak said and stepped into the
car to stroke his little head,
“ Gentleness where it weds with
manhood makes the man”
wrote Tennyson., And to all
who knew Father Lak he was
truly a man.

Father Lak was a great
gift to the church in Sri Lanka,
Many have for a longer period
known him as a leading Bishop
But I was among the fortunate
few who knew him intimately
during the few years he served
the University as chaplain. His
home was for all practical pur-
poses, the home away from
home for all the SCMers. All of
us who belonged to tha!: com-=
pany thank God that H:_s love
become flesh once again and
dwelt among us.

Pathmini Sugunananihan,

The London Times on Rt. Rev. Lakshman Wickremesinghe
Leading Asian Theologian

The Right Rev. Lakshman
Wickremesinghe, who died in
Colombo on October 23 at the
age of 56, had been Bishop ol
Kurunegala, in Sri Lanka, for
21 years. He was a leading
Asian theologian and an im-
portant influence in the Chris:
tian Conference of Asia and the
Inter Anglican Theological and
Doctrinal Commission.

After a brilliant economics
degree from the University of
Ceylon, he came to Keble Col-
lege, Oxford, and then Ely
Theological College. After ordi-
nation in 1952 he was on the
staff of All Saints Churchs
Poplar. He was a University
Chaplain in Sri Lanka from
1958 to 1962.

As Bishop of a rural dioces,
of traditional Sinhalese village
parishes and ftea estate aregg
worked by Tamils, which ip.
cluded ancient centres of Byd.
dhism, he saw his task as try.
ing to meet human need iz a
developing country with high
youth employment, and galso
building mutual trust and res.
pect in a pluralist society. He
was concerned to foster Chris.
tian moral influence in political
life and pursued a risky prophe-
tic role in opposition to injustice,
while seeking to give a Chris*
tian interpretation to the Bud-
dhist ideals of personal peace
and serenity.

~ He was deeply shocked and

affected by the brutal outrages
against Tamils last July, and
was outspoken in condemning
those of his own race who were
responsible He strongly urged
intiatives in repentance and
reconciliation,

In 1979 he delivered the
annual Sermon of the Church
Missionary Society on Mission,
Politics and Evangelism, follow-
ed by the Second ILambeth
Interfaith Lecture * Together-
ness and Uniqueness — Living
Faiths in Interrelation”. Two
yvears later he gave the Niles
Memorial Lecture on Living in
Christ with People ( in Banga-
lore) and presented a paper
* Church Union and the Renew-
al of Human Community" toa
World Council of Churches
Consultation. After working
hard and long for church union
in Sri Lanka he found the
Anglican Churche’s failure to
reach agreement hard to accept.

Before his death he had just
completed a year as William
Paton Fellow at the Selly Oak
Colleges.

He had many friends in this
country and in other parts of
the world At the same time he
was deeply attached to the an-
cient traditions and cultures of
his own country, and was loved
and respected there. He was
equally at home in the East on
the West. et

July Incidents A Shame
to the Nation

[ We are publishing this ex-
tract from an address of the
Speaker, Mr E. L. Senanayake
at a Reeeption accorded to him
and his wife at Kandy because
of its significance in the politi-
cal elemate of the country
today.] — Ed,

Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim
and other minority communities
should live in harmony in this
country. Any repetition of the
unfortunate incidents of July
this year should be avoided at
any cost. However, it was equ-
ally important to protect the
Sinhala race Sinhala people did
not have any other country to
go to. Sinhala population was
pot in billions as in the case of
other races. The unity among
the Sinhala people was a vital
need of the hour, said the Spea-
ker of Parliament Mr E. L.
Senanayake-

He was addressing the mem-
bers of Kandy Sinhala Welenda
Peramuna at a reception accor-
ded to him and Mrs Senanayake
by the Peramuna at the Hotel
Pehigama Kandy recently.

Mr. Senanayake added that
the incidents of July was a
shame to the nation. Such inei-
dents would injure the good
name of Sinhala people. The
world woild think that Sinhala
people who followed Theravada
Buddhisn and lived in a country
called Dharmadwipa, were a se.:t
of unciviiised people. “There is
an Englisa saying that an ani*

mal never kills an animal of
its kind.” It was the man who
kills another man It was the
duty of all of them to see that
such incidents were not repea-
ted but all live in harmony.

At the same time Sinhala
people must unite in order to
further the interests of the
majority community and get the
race protected since they had
no other country to go. When
the late Premier D. S. Senanas
yake introduced the bill to deny
franchise to Indians in this
country an Indian M. P. vehe-
mently protested and cursed the
Prime Minister D. S 's reply was
“Mr Speaker, we the Sinhala
people too were decendents from
those who came from India
2000 years ago. Our people were
subjected to untold hardships
in India, so that we came to
this Island, settle down and
built this country and lived for
2000 years.

The Speaker said that he
had never victimized any (_)f his
political opponents He believed
that as if any one had the free-
dom to have belief in and
practice any religion, every one
should have the freedom to _have
his or her own political views-
After the UNP's victory in 1-5_365
the then Minister of Education
sent a letter asking him (Mr.
Senanayake to produce a list of
government teachers who had
worked against him at the ele-
ction to have them transfered
to remote areas. He did not re=

that letter.
ply tsland == §-11-83
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500th Birth Anniversary of Martin Luther
(10-11-83)

The Celebrations of the 500th
Birth Anniversary of Martin Lu-
ther on the 10th of November:
1983 in Jaffoa was marked by
Holy Communion Services in all
Churchss in the morniog af 6 & m.

At 3 p.m, in the afternoon,
the public celebrations commenced
with an Exhibition of Paosters
and of the well known books of
Martin Luther.

After Tea, the Public Me.at-
ing commenced &t 4 p.m. with
the former Bishop, of the JDCSI,
the Rt. Rev. (Dr.) S. Kulandran
in the Chair. In his opening re-
marks, Bisbop Kulandran said that
the occasion makes us g0 500 years
back in time, when Martin Lu-
ther appeared and opposed the
Church, because he said that it
preached not the word ef God
but the word of mam. His cla-
rion call to the people was * Look
inte the Bible'. He also trans-
lated the Bible into German, a
tack for which William Tyndale
was burnt as 8 heretic. For near-
ly 1500 years the Bible bad re-
mained a book in Hebrew Greek
or Latin Lapguages only.

The far reaching effects of
Luther’s life and work was seen
in the proposal made at the Va-
tican Council some 20 years ago
for the cannonisation of Martin
Luther. The best translation of
thbe Bible has beem in modern
ticies accomplished by @ Roman

Catholic.

Mr. S. Jebanesan, the Project
Gecretary of The Christian Ins-
titute for the Study of Religion
and Society (the association which
spahmrad the public celebrations)
referred to Luther’'s early life
and the influences which changed
the course of his career from
law to monasticism. As =n Au.
gustinian Monk, Luther immersed
himself in all the rigorous prac-
tices of his monastic life but
found no inner satisfaction.

His visit to Rome and his
aversion to the practice of the
Gale of Indulgences by Teizel
made him come to the conclu-
sion that the '‘Righteous shall live
by Faith”, Pope Leo X thought
of him only as 'a drunken Ger-
man'. But subsequent events
have proved that Martin Luther
had triggered a movemrent which
extended far beyond the bounda-
ries of his country.

We remember Martin Luther
today not merely for his immense
creative  cultural achievements,
his traosiation of the Bible, his
literary outpat and the decesive
impulse he lent to the visual arts
and music but also for the deep.
going trapsformation of society
which he accomplished through
the reformation of the Church,

Marking of A/L. Scripts in
December

The marking of the anwer
scripts of the recently coneluded
G C E Advanced Level Exami.
nation will be cbmpleted during the
December vacation according to Mr,
Efa.nnadasa. Kariyawasam, Commig.
fioner of Examinations.

The Rt, Rev. D, ], Ambala-
vanar, speaking of the theological
aspect of Martin Luther's life and
work said that we honour today
Martia Luther in obedience to
the 5th Commandment of the De.
calogus: — ' Honour thy Father
and Mother'. Martin Luther is
the Father of our Faith,

His life and work bad a re-
yolutionary impact not merely on
the Christian Church but on tbe
history of the world. Entering
the arena as a reformer of the
Church he triggered a movement
for soeial progress which brought
within its compass education, eco
nomie justice, ete. He exercised
a major Influence on historical
developments.

His teaching of “ Justification
by Falth' is a doctrine which
is the core of the gospel, Although
the teaching has forensic connota-
tions, it is really a teaching of
the new relationship that has been
established between God and man.
As opposed to Calvin, Martin
Luther’s theology Is contextual
and aimed at correcting some of
the wreng doctrines on which he
thought the theology of that time
was based.

The invention of the Printing
Press at that time was of im-
mense help to Luther in produ-
cing the 54 volumes of his work,

Luther did not destroy the
Church by his doctrine of Justi-
fication by Faith but oply em-
phasised the new relationship that
has been established between man
and God. Neither the 'iron’ mor
the 'fire’ was changed by the
new experience but a new rela-
tionship was established. The
‘glow’ on the ‘iron’ indicated
the new sharing in the relation-
ship.

Martin Luther remained till
the end a teacher of scripture, a
doctor of the Faith; and & refor-
mer of the Church, The impact
of his teaching bas been most sig-
pificant in the Roman Catholic
Church which is now engaged in
sound theological work of reform
and re-thinking. The 'new lock’
of Martin Luther is being made
with great assiduity in the R. C,
Church as well

Martin Luther’s life and work
in its totality represents not mere-
ly a revolution in Germany but
ocecupies a prominent place in
the history of the world, His
work has left traces in all con-
tinents 1o Scandinavia and in other
peighbouring lands all of whoss
history has beeo shaped by Vartin
Luther,

The Programme concluded
with a programme of Reforma-
tion Music, introduced by Dr,

Robert Porter of Jaffoa College,

Most of the science seripts bave
been marked and the rest will be
corrected togetber with Arts and the
Commerce medium answer seripts
in December,

Marking which usually tal
place soon after the examina‘ion
completed has to bo postponed this
yOar, sioce the teachers cappot be
released from their school dutiss,

New Code of Church Law

A New Code of Church Law
which Pope John Paul I1 signed

on January 25 this year somes
inta effset from 27-11-83.
The Code increases the role

of nen-clerics und expands the
role of Catholic women while still
barring them from the priesthood.

Some essential features of

the Code are:—

(a) Catholics are no longer banned
from marrylog non-Catholics,
provided the local bishops ap-
prove of such mixed marriages.

(b) Priests and npos are barred

from political office except in
gpecial cases. They are also
banned from leadership in la-
bour unions ‘‘unles for the
common good or defence of
the Church ".

{e) All marriage annulment de-

crees must be reviewed by a
panel of three church marriage
court judges (church eouris
annulled about 30,000 marriages
in US in 1979, which triggered
severe criticism from the Vati-
can ).

(d) The ban on cremation has
been formally lifted but the
new code stipulates that Catho-
lic funeral rites are to be de-
nied to persons ‘' who have
chosen the cremation of their
body for reasons that are op-
posed to Christian faith .

The New Code of 1752 Laws
in seven sections reflects many of
the liberalising changes in the
Church since the reforms of Vati.

can Council Il some 20 years ago.

University Admissions

Joint Memorandum

Five senior academicians and
a senior researcher have, it is
learnt, submitted a Joint Memo-
randum to the 8 member Com-
mittee appointed by the UGC to
review the present university ad.
mission policy.

The signatories of the memo-
randum are:— Prof, 1. Balasoo-
riya; Prof. K. D. Arudpragasam;
Prof. W. E. Ratnayake; Prof,
R. N. D. Fonseka; Prof, Osmond
Jeyaratne; and Prof. P, M. Jeya-
tissa.

The main recemmendations in
the memorandum are:—

(a)} An Examipation Syndi-

cate of the Universities should
conduct an examinatiom on the
results of which the students

should be admitted to the facul-
ties of the universities,

(b) English should form an
important component of the
yeRr courses.

first

(¢) There should be one year
of common co-ordinated

: ; teaching
by university personnsl,

(d) Admission to the uni-
vergity should be on a single per-
formaoce at the admission exa-
mination,

() Those who do not gain
internal places could continue
their degree programme under
"the distance teaching scheme'

The President meeis
Delegations

Delegations from Five Asso-
ciations met President Jeyawar-
dene on 2-11-83 concerning me-
moranda they had earlier submit-
ted, The Associations were: The
Colombo Young Men's Buddhist
Assoclation (YMBA), the Demo-
cratic Workers Congress (DWC),
the All Ceylon Buddhist Copgress
(ACBC), the All Ceylons Moors
Association (ACMA), and the
All Ceylon Muslim League (AC
ML ).

Seven Ministers of State par-
ticipated in the discussions which
ranged from colonisation to trade
and investment !

The President has said that
the selection of allottees for set-
tlement would be on & strict
ethnic ratio. Under Maduru Oya
Settlement Schems, Scheme, pro-
vision will be made for 74% Sinha-
lese, 12% Sri Lankan Tamils and
75% Muslim.

The Muslims have asked for
seperaie blocks in the colenisa-
tion schemes for Muslim allottess
to enable them to observe their
religious and cultural rites.

They have also asked for an
8 per cent proportion in various
services and educational instita-
tions,

The DWC made = special
request to the President to con-

sider inviting the TULF to ths
Round Table Conference. '

Hivory ' of Chaamy— = PT

in India

At the recent Fifth General
Conference of the Chureh History

Association of Indim, Volume II
of the six volume History of
Christianity in India has been
released.

The author. Rev. Fr, Joseph
Thekkedath bas collected a vast
amount of details about the va-
rious communities of Christians
throughout India, originally written
in various Europearm languages,
such as Portuguese, Spanish and
Italian as well as Latin.

Volume Il of the book ca-
rers the period 1542 — 1700.

“The Church of India”

The Joint Council of the
Church of Northk Iodia, the Church
of South India and the Malankars
Mar Thoma Syrian Chureh whieh
was constitnted in 1978, has pro-
posed to the thrae churches which
are in full communien with one

another, that the pame be The
CHURCH OF INDIA.
The Secretary of the Joint

Council is Rew. P. B. Santram.

The Jeint Council has urged
Christians in India to coatribute
to strengthin the progress towards
the socio-ecenomie goals of the
nation by constructive participa-
tion. by practising the highest
moral standards in private, insti-
taitional and public life and by
mobilising puablic opinion against
corruption,
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