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RUWANVELISEYA, ANURADHAPURA

Industrial Development
Makes Headway

'WITH a view to the industrial development of the country the Iron and Steel
Corporation, the Rubber and Tube Corporation and Ceylon Engineering
Corporation were set up by the present Government,

Steps were taken to re-organise the
State Industrial Corporations.

The Boards of the D. I. Leather
Produets Corporation, Ceylon Plywoods
Corporation and Ceylon Hardboard
Corporation were amalgamated.

In addition, the Boards of the
Paranthan Chemicals Corporation and
National Salt Corpgration were amal-
gamated,

_The Boards of the National Small
Industries Corporation and Industrial
Estates Curporation were also amalga-
mated.

These amalgamations were made
with a view to utilising the existing
managerial skills, as far as possible,
and reducing the overhead expenses
of Corporations.

EXPANSION SCHEMES

Expansion schemes were also drawn
up for the following industries : —

CEMENT : Finalisation of pro-
gramme for KKS expansion, Puttalam
factory and the elinker Grinding Plant.
Capacity to be increased from 835,000
tons to 450,000 tons in 1868 and 850,000
tons in 1868,

PAPER : Expansion scheme for
writing and printing paper from 4,750
tons to 9,000 tons. Examination of

schem=s for:
(a) Board mill—8,000 tons—1965.

(b) Newsprint.

CERAMICS : Finalisation of Kaolin
Refinery programmes at Borales-
gamuwa, Second factory at Borales-
gamuwa and completion of works in
regard to duplication of existing kaolin
refinery at Negombo.

p. 1. LEATHER PRODUCTS :

Finalisation of expansion scheme to
produce 300,000 pairs of shoes per
annum. Completed in October, -1962.

PLYWOQODS : Examination relating
to expansion of factory is presently
under investigation.

PARANTHAN CHEMICALS :

Complete evaluation of existing plant
at Paranthan. Roport from Casson and
Crane. Determination of sale prices
for caustic soda.

CHLORINE—Export markets inves-
tigations. .

MINERAL SANDS :

Investigation into export markets
presently boing carried out indepen-
dently by the Corporation as well as
through the Ministry of Commerce.

INDUSTRIAL ESTATES CORPORA-
TION :
Completion of the first stage of 20
units.

P.M. calls for national effort

to ensure prosperity

“TODAY we are celebrating the fifteenth annivers

ary of our independence
the Sacred_ City of Anuradhapura, a city in which our civilization ]:md cultuii':
once flourished and which, in due course, was overwhelmed by the jungle lide
which left only ruins of ancient buildings o remind us of a great past," said the
Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, in a hroadeast to the nation today.

“Just so over four centuries of
foreign domination left our people
bereft of all that was once valued and
charished. All the more reason why
we should endeavour to zealously pro-
tect our newly regained Indephdence.
In an inter-dependent world, Inde-
pendence cannot be protected and
maintained through a cloistered and
igolated existence. A few weeks agd,
after the Colombo Conference when I
l=ft on a mission to China and India,
there were unthinking elements in this
country and interested parties abroad
who were critical of my mission and
wanted to know why I should seek to
solva others’ problems when there were
problems in our own country.

“Fyery country in the world, how-
ever big or small, has its problems
and problems keep ever
arising. But in the world in
which we live today it is mot possible
for any country to live in ‘splendid
isplation.’ Events in-some remofe part
of thz world have their repercussions
in other parts. For instance, our own
commodity prices, on which this Island
depends so much, are often influenced
by events abroad over which we may
have no control at all. Events in th2
neighbouring sub-continent could have
the greatest impact in th's land, The
granting of Independence itself in
1948 was largely influenczd by the
Freedom Mowvement in India in those
days. A War in the neighbourhood
would not only imperil our Indepen-
dence but it may well m2an our total
destruction, The Afro-Asian Powers,
which have all newly re-emerged into
Freedom after thraze or four hundred
years of colonial rule and which met
at Colombo, were determined to see
that a way is sought for India and
China to settle thair disputes through
negotiations.

«] am now confident that, as a
result of our efforts, the policy of non-
alignment, which came in for so much
ridicule in the recent past, will be
completely vindicated. I am also con-
fident that we would have proved to
the world that the policy of neutralism
which our late Prime Minister so reso-
lutely adhered to, is not something that
is a mere negative and passive atti-
tude, on the contrary, thal it is some-
thing very positive and dynamic
that Peace eould be achieved and
international disputes settled through
negotiations and peaceful means,
and that neutralism is in the interest
not only of our own countries but of
mankind as a whole.

Economic Freedom

« Pglitical Independence alone would
have little meaning to the people of
this country. In fact, it could even be
lost unless economic Independence is
alsa achieved, This could only be
achieved by the divelopment of our
own country and its resources. We have
received aid from many nations and
we are very grateful to those who have

HARDBOARD CORPORATION :

Re-examination of the entire prows
posal. Tochnical economic report on
process and raw material. Decision
made to utilise rubber wood after con-
siderable experimentation.

IRON AND STEFL AND RUBBER

TYRE AND TUBE :

Completion of Contracts with USSR,

Preparation of designs and working

(Continued on Page §)

hzlped us. But dependence on fergign
aid alone will not solve our problems,
particularly, if we are to build up a
new society for ourselves which best
suits the genmius of our country. Hard
work at all leyels and a willingness to
make sacrificzs at present for the bene-
fit of the future will make it possible
to achieve that happiness and cen-
tentment for the common people of
this land which is our goal.

“At a time like the present it is un-
reasonable for sections of the public
to make demands that would be bene-
ficial to themselves alone when every-
body’s endeavours should be concen-
trated fowards tihe common good
whnich would benefit all the people.
We undoubtedly have many prob-
lems that need solution. Some of these
problems should be treated as national
ones and taken out of the purview of
party politics. Iam e>rtain that patrio-
tic political leaders of this country, to
whatever party they belong, will view
such mtional problems in a states-
manlike manner and seek to solve
them in the national interest.

* Az T said once before, each Inde-
pendence Anniversary marks our
growth towards mnationhpod. Our
country, emerging from colonialism,
struggling to mould a better lie for
its p=ople, has many arduous yeags
ahead—years which eall for toil, sacri-
fice, and selfless devotion to the
motherland. Therefore, let us be pre-
pared in the coming y=ars to submerge
our own self-interests in that of the
common good and to spare no effort
to make our country and its people
prosperous and contented.

Work on preservation of

Sacred Cify expedited

WORK on the development of
the new town of Anuradhapura
and also the preservation of the
Sacred City has been expedited
by the present Government.

It is the intention of the
Government to remove all lay
activities and complete the
preservation of at least the
Mahavihara area within its
present term of office thus

achieving one of the vital objec-
tives of the scheme,

A Statutory Board which is
under the Prime Minister, has
been entrusted with the speedy
execution of the work.

The main functions of the
Board are:

(1) the development of the
New Town including the pro-
Vision of all civic amenities;

(2) the removal of all estab-

lishments other than the
ancient shrines from _the
preservation area to the New
Town ;

(3) The preservation and

maintenance of places of religi-
bus, historical and archaolo-
gical value in the sacred cities
of Anuradhapura and Mihin-
tale ;

(4) the restoration of such®
aneient schrines as may be
approved by the Government ;

(5) the provision of facilities
to pilgrims and visitors.
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Agricultura

| Development makes

steady progress

Big increase in paddy prgduf:tion.'
More acres under cultivation

i a|
SINCE 1956 there has been a big increase in paddy production and the acreage

under cultivation has also gone up.

ear 1956-57 Maha the acreage
yléﬂil?ne gushel.q per acre was 32.69 blﬂ;
in 1960-61 it had risen to 35,33‘
similar progressive upward trend was
noticed in Yala too. o
fact mot generally known
th‘: average yield of milled r]llce pg:
acre in Ceylon has exceeded the acr
yields of India, Pakistan, Buna:l,
Thailand, Cambodia Indonesia and the
Philippines. Y
jeld per acre of milled rice in
Cgr?gn{i:s'.s IcJ:wt‘ The South East Asian
country coming nearest to Ceylon is
Indonesia with a yield of 0.0 cwt. per
e ield i ent years
increase in yield in rec
ha?hee& attributed to several fac:tc:‘rsf
firgg heavy fertilization; the use o
pure-line seed and hybrids possessing
high fertilizer response and on the
adoption of improved cultural practices
such as transplanting and ruw-so?vmi
Meanwhile a steady increase in the
acreage cultivated and the total pro-
duction of paddy production has been
maintained. e e
reas in 195 e area
hag;l}e was 1,203,621 acres and the pro-
duction was 27.5 million bushels in
1961 the area cultivated was 1,471,983
acres and production rose 432
million bushels.

The aereage cultivated and produc-
tion has kept on increasing steadily.
Meanwhile the Department of Agricul-
ture has also noticed that the gquantity
of subsidised fertilizer made use of by
‘cultivators had also increased steadily.
For instznce the amount used right now
is double the quantity used in 1956-57.

Improved Methods

The use of improved techgique of
agriculture and pest control and the
increasing use of modern agricultural
implements, mechanized farming have
all contributed to the increase in paddy
yields. The Agricultural Implements
Factory sijed at Welisara produces
various Apgricultural Implements
which have in no small measure
Sontributed to successful agricultural
arming in Ceylon.

Considerable progress has also been
made in the cultivation of other non-
export agricultural products.

Potato cultivation was resuscitatea
as a Research project in 10857 as the
first attempt at potato growing in the
Welimada area was a failure due to
barterial wilt,

Nine production stations were opened
up in 1958 at elevations where the
incidence of bacterial wilt was almost
nil. Within one year the Department
of Agriculture had an extent of 400

acres under potato which produced
1,000 tons.

A subsidy scheme for planting
marginal rubber lands in cacao in the
Kandy, Matale and Badulla districts 1s
N Progress.

A similar subsidy scheme for coffee
cultivation with a view to seli-
sufficiency in this commodity is being
considered, A proposal to set up a

State plantation of coffee is also being
examined. 3

The production of local cizarette
tobacco is not equal to the demand,
Further increase in local productinn 15
to be undertaken as soon ag an export
trade is developed and improved
varicties produced for blendine. The
time is not too far when all the
country’s requirements of heedi tobaceo

wi'l be produced in th, inn
A e Uva Provinre

Two other projects under the agrie

tural sector are the N’atior-!aldr][-m
Board and the Kantalai Sugar Corpg-
ration, which are doing valuable Worlk,

Cotton Cultivation

Cotton cultivation i
ol C 15 being expandea
}&1 the Hambantota district and in the
,,{Jéth Dry Zonal areas of Thunuleai
an Manmr. Two ginneriag ara tq
set up with aid from the
areé being taken 1o intensify research
on the control of eitrus virns disrase
}vhil_r'h is the most serious limiting
actor o the extension of citrus cyltis
vation in lower Uya Meanwhile areas

permanentiy dam B
With CoGonLE aged are to be planted

be

USSR, Stens

nt to manufacture condensed
nu“?hk giaWekkanda and a Rice Resea.rel;
Institute at Peradeniya are to be se
. ion has b ubstan
ltry production has been s 1~
tiaI;fyu dgeﬂoped and_self-sufficiency 15
in sight. The recent import restractmn_a
imposed on Indian eggs has acted as ?
stimulus to local egg production. In fa;:ﬂ
scarcity of grain which comprises &
per cent. of poultry food is at the
moment a lmiting factor to the
expansion of egg production and quick
action has been taken by the Agricul-
ture Department to undertake the
roduction of grains used for poultry
ood, Dleanwhile, a well integrated
animal production drive has _been
launched aimed at self-sufficiency
regarding meat reguirements. 3

Of course, right now almost e
entire machinery of the Department
has been placed at the disposal of the
National Food Drive which is aimed
at stepping up paddy production and
the increased cultivation of subsidiary
food cro which have hitherto been
imported. This drive is already in full
swing and indications are that the
entire nation is respending to the grow
more food drive,

Government farms, Practical farm
schools, Young Farmers' Clubs, the
electorate basis farms, school farms are
all in the forefront of this national
effort. The urgency of the situation has
drawn in the private mercantile sector

0.

AGRARIAN
REFORMS

THE Department of Agrarian Services
was established in 1957 and entrusted
with the organisation of supplies and
services required by cultivators to
improve agriculture.

Naturally, the production of paddy
has taken the pre-eminent place in the
activities of this Department,

The activities of the Department can
be classified under the following
heads : —

Tenurial reforms for paddy lands
in Ceylon and the operation of
the Paddy Lands Act which has
been hailed as the paddy culti-
vation Charter.

Development of irrigation facilities
under minor irrigation schemes.
The provision of agricultural eredit,

The issue of subsidised paddy
fertilizer,
The operation of the Guaranteed
Frice Scheme which provides the
all important price support to the

farmer,

The operation of the recently
launched Crop Insurance
Scheme,

This Department is now preparing to
operate the Paddy Lands Act tllrougi!h-
out the country, This Aet, which
became law in February, 1058, was

amended in 1961 to rect
defects, . e

. The improvement of the existing
irrigation and drainage facilities under
minor irrigation schemes are all per-

formed by the A i i
Department, SHRER. Bervicey

Loans to Cultivators

This Department grants loang to
eultivators through co-nparative
societies for practically the entire range
of cultivation purposes ineluding
pinughln_ul purchase of sand material
and  fertilizer, transplanting, row-
seeding, harvesting purchase of asri-
cultura] implements barbed-wire
.fnp:'mu. construction af Bo-downs, rice
mills purrhase of Iand, transport, wat ¢
Pumps. During 1960-61 Rs. 11406 910
#vere given as loans for the pi.trnéres
enumerated, i

Thiz year the Department wi
Flk;iv;s‘tu make agricultura] crﬁdit"a.vt?l]iﬁ
pas g lireer numher of cultivatorg
¥ Tectifying defects of ¢
operative Organisations, Saers

Further a drive will be ore.
U]E!I'IIE'H] level tn indies ¢
apply mare fertilis
up yields, R dngy

anised at
frirmears tn
hereby step

ken to
affective steps are also to be taker 0
im]%f;gzt; the ellj’ﬁciency of the hﬂ;?gg
teed Price Scheme by incre
ctorage and milling capacity.

FISHERIES
DEVELOPMENT

f imary aim_of the F]sherles:
f)ilfarfn:ent }ifs to implement 'at g:r?n
gramme of deyelOBAT rected.at the
~Year Plan and direct
ﬁfai}ﬁn‘gr‘;t of self-sufficiency in fish and
e i d with concern
ment has viewed Wi y
thgto ‘;.?11;Jnugh there has been a (_:onm}
derable increase in the consumpho}r:_ 0:1
fish. fish production has lagged be u;
and Ceylon has been forced to ;{e ﬂ
more and more on imports wu;c
amount to nearly 75 to 80 mi mr;
pounds of fish and fish products almos’
vearly, Having taken into conmde_ratmr%
the rapid increase in consumption o
fish which is estimated to be in the
region of 4,263,000 ewls. by 196%1 gn
integrated plan has been launched by
the Fisheries authorities aimed at—

¢ and more and speedier
mg:echanization of existing tradi-
tional fishing crafts like vallams,
teppars following which these
crafts could increage their fishing
range and increase fishing hours,

introduction of more and more of

mton mechanized fishing boats and
easy loan schemes for fishermen
and even others to obtain these
for fishing,

introduction of more trawlers to
the existing trawler fleet, Five
trawlers are to be obtained in the
near future,

introduction of more deep sea
fishing vessels,

construction of a network of fishe-
ries harbours and shelters all
over the sea coast and provision
of cold storage and ice plants,

speedy development of marketing
facilities,

the authorities are also planning
socio-economic and welfare acti-
vities of other fishing community,

foreign missions and organizations

foo have been consulted on how

best they could help to develop

. the fishing industry and put it on
a sound economic footing,

a TFisheries training centre has
been set up at Negombo as a
Japan-Ceylon project to train

o local fishermen on improved
techniques,

LAND FOR THE
LANDLESS

THE Land Commissioner's Depart-
ment's functions are mainly concerned
with the administration of Crown land
in which alienation of Crown land to
Peasants plays a very important part.
Whilst the needs of local peasants for
Crown land have been regularly met
according to the availability of Crown
land, the needs of those in thickly
populated areas, where Crown land is
scarce, have been met to a wve
appreciable degree through Coloniza-
tion Schemes and by the acguisition of
suitable private lang.

When land is alienated the peasants
are assisted with subsidies for houge
construction, latrines, and wells on
their allotments and soil conservation
measures. In  addition, communal
requirements in the shape of communal
wells, water supply schemes, and roads
providing access are alsg met, Planting
material, obtained mainly from the
Coconut Research Institute and the
Agdrlcut‘lture ﬁepartmsnt. is issued in
order to enable the
el allottee to develop

From 1956 up till
September 1061 aptatn] ex
acres of land was
persons under acgu
of the Land Com
ment.

Durine thig period
xfadd_v land and 25000 anrres of hich
and were alienated tn 17 270 eolonists
under Major Colonization Schemes, The

extents of land alienated under Hig

Le:f;qmgfrl;lqm%iznijnu Schoemey durringlt'll:;
2 956 u T :

Fotos Lo :__p to Septgmber, 1981 was

For tea Planting sche
anting mes 5,000 acres
were  distrib
hrn g uted among 2970
For rubber 2,100 AcTes w istri
i 8 wer -
buted among 45 allottee: Aot
For coconut 13 150 . di
: g acres were distri-
buted among 3360 allottoez].mn
Some of the
into production and th
first vesr of producti
700 1b. of made te o

the end of
L extent of 10,400
.alienated to 21,500
ired estates s-hemes
missioner’s Depart-

47,000 acres of

e vields in the
have averased
A per acre, From 1858

generation, tp

Deplartment has
equitable revised
consumers ag

are paying
supply of
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: 1547
er, 1961 an extent of
September, to 4,150 allottees

up to I
45,000 wag alienated
in units of 10 to 25 ac1:s. : i
- schemes of this nature
sulgis?é(i.ess aimed at encouraging the

ial cultivation of cash crops
f&'ﬂ”ﬁi’ﬂfw, &e,, are being put into
operation,

Exploitation of Forest Wealth

ilization of our Forest
reg:‘}:lercesl,m reafforestation, their
management and development and
seientific exploitation is now being done
onasoundbasls,b - e
ile on the subject of Forests it ig
pc:fi};enn to discuss wild liie as the
existence of wild life is impossible
without scientific forest developmeng
and exploitation.

Ceylon is a country endowed with a
bountiful supply of various species of
wild life and some exotic bird life teo.
It is to be regretted that only the
elephant, a truly magnificent ht‘:r;tagg
left for us by our forefathers, is in
some fear of extinction. But mindfu]
of this, the Government is taking
energetic steps to conserve our
elephant wealth and serious note ig
taken of wilful destruction of this
noble animal. In fact there iz a ban on
the capture of wild elephants.

Qur two game parks, Yala and
Wilpattu, are now internationally
famous like our Zoological Gard
and the new park opened out at Gal
Oya has proved to be a harem
elephant herds which have been fo
deeper and deeper into jungles reserva-
tions to give way to the increasing
needs of man.

Export Agricultural Sector

The plantation industries continue to
play a vital role in the country’s
economy.

In 1961 the total value of all Ceylon's
exports was Rs, 1,680 million. The
products of the three maﬂ;ar plantation
industries coniributed 1,617 million or
a little over 95 per cent. of this total.
Tea contributed Rs. 1,114 million or
66 per cent. Rubber contributed Rs. 260
million or just over 15 per cent. and
Coconut products Rs. 253 million
or just under 15 per cent.

IS we examine Ceylon’s gross national
income from all sources we will find
that 30 per cent, was directly derived
from the three major plantation indus-
tries. A considerable part of the rest
‘was derived from trade and transport
arising out of these industries,

The tea plantation industry has
maintained an increase in production
glu.ring the last few years mainly due

0—

liberal use of fertilizers both in
the big estates and tea small
holdings which now receive
large quantities of subsidised
fertilizer under Government's
Tea Rehabilitation Scheme;

The Tea Research Institute which,
as the name suggests, carries
out research into various i=
cultural aspects of the industry
does yeomen service to the
country ; )

The Tea Replanting Subsi
Scheme helps estates to embark
on regular and - systematic
replanting Programrmes.

Besides, a keen drive is under wWay
to find out new markets and new
outlets for increased production. It is
with the object of breaking into these
new markets that the Government has
recently sponsored the manufacture
an]_t_in marketing of Instant Tea,

.respect of rubber, a Replanting

Subsidy Scheme and for coc%nut, a
coconut rehabilitation scheme have
been sponsored to help these two
plantation industries, y
Ceylmli State Plantations Corporation

Besides, the Government itself has
launched out into the Tea producini
industry with _the State spnnsme's
Ceylon Plantation Corporation under
which an extent of 725 acres of a total
extent of 1,000 acres is already und
production. This corporation estate g

one of at Ieast,.fou similar
projects already mnc?tea o ]

I Electrical Department

he main Proposal of Park
Comtrmssmn £ 1857 wastilfsu'rés%blish-"
ment of a Central Authority for the'
ool Fgle(‘triz'l:?srnIssmn and distribu-

ty on the lines of thé
Central i nes o
United Kﬁ?g;ﬁfﬂl Authority in the

These proposals ;

effect to in the Cevle A

0 Elertricity Board

liament,

vernment Electrical
Introduced a more
tariffs scheme for

2  result

1l now hef,
Already the Gy

reduced
clectricity.
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Re-orientation of entire educational
. -structure
. Equal opportunities for all students

THERE has been a rapid increase in school enrolment during the last five years.
The school going population which was 1,714,000 in 1956 increased to nearly

3,000,000 at the end of 1961.

This increase was due mainly to the
fact that, during this time, nearly 1,000
new schools were put up.

_Before 1957, that is in 1955 and 1956,
the increase in attefdmll;i 1in schcrults
was only 3.1 per cent. and 4.4 per cent,
respectively. However, in 1957 the in-
crease shot up to 8.6 per cent, This
trend has continued and the average
in¢rease in attendance for the last five
years has been about 7 per cent.

During this period about 20,000 new
teachers were appointed to the various
schools. As a result today the schools
are far better staffed than they were
ever before.

With the exception of Japan, Ceylon
is the only country in Asiaytoday where
over 76 per cent. of children, within
the school going age of 5-14 wvears,
attend school.

ualitatively too, there have been
changes in the ﬂ;here of educa-
tion during this period. In 1956 there
were only 78 Government schools
which provided avenues to higher
education. Today there are 509 such
institutions. e large number of
students whe enter the University
from rural schools bear witness to the
fact that higher education has been
brought to the door of the rural child.
Over 5,000 scholarships were granted
to Central schools during the Iast six
years and 187 scholarships were
granted to the University during this
same period.
One of the achievements of the
Government in the realm of education

during this period, however, was the
granting of University status to the
two principal Pirivenas in Ceylon—

Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara.

National system
- - -
initiated
During the period under review

steps were also taken by the Govern-
ment to introduce a national system of
education throughout the country. As
a first step in this direction an Act
was pas in 1960 bringing all schools
under the management of the Direc-
tor of Education. By a zsecond Act in-
troduced by the Minister of Education
in 1961 the westi of Director-
managed schools in Government was
started. Already nearly 2,000 schools
have been vested. This very responsible
work has been done so far without any
additional cost to Government.

Between 1956 and 1962 approximate-
Iy 1,100 schools buildings have been
constructed  providing additional
accommodation for about 220,000 new
Euplls‘ Nine hundred and fifty schools

uildings were provided to replace
buildings which were in a dangerous
condition. During this time 530 teach-
ers’ quarters were also constructed in
schools where quarters were not
available.

Stress on Science

A notable feature was the provision
of a large number of science -labora-
tories and workshops for promoting
technical education. Seventy-seven
laboratory buildings have been com-
pleted up to date and 20 more science
laboratory buildings are in progress.
One hundred and three workshops
have Been completed by the Education
Department,

The provision of library buildings
and agricultural science units were
also undertaken during the period.
Seventeen library buildings and 19
agricultural science units are in hand.
Emphasis was also given to physical
education by providing a large num-
ber of playgrounds in schools where
such facilities were non-existent,

Apart from these projects the main
task of the Department of Eduration

« is the formulation of a national system

of education based on the recommen-
dations of the National Education
Commission, in order to ensure to
every child in the Island an equality
of ed.ucatlonal opportunity regardless
of his economic position or social
status,

With a view to assessing public
opinion as well as fo obtaining expert

advice on the problems of education
the Government appointed three
Commissions, ie 1—

(i) The National Education Commis-
sion, conzisting of 20 eminent
educationists of the Island, to
report on all matters pertain-
ing to school education,

(ii) The Technical Education Com-

mission, consisting of five
distinguished men in the
spheres of technology and

science to report on the ways
and means of improving the
systemm of technical educa-
tion, and

(iii) A Commission on University
Education.

_The National Education Commis-
sion issued an Interim Report in Octo-
ber, 1961, and its final report was re-
ceived in July, 1962. An implementa-
tion committee which was appointed
by the Minister of Education has
already made their observations on the
recommendations of the National Edu-
cation Commission.

A Third Education Bill which the
Minister proposes to introduce will
embody those recommendations of the
Commussion which are acceptable to
the Government,

Some of the other matters that re-
ceived the attention of the Education
Department during this period were—

The teaching of science: The pro-
gress made in this field can be
assessed by the fact that the number
of students who offered science sub-
jects at the last G. C. E. examination
was more than double the number of
students who sat for science gubjects
at the G, C. E. examination in 1956,
At the beginning of 1962 the number
of schools teaching science at the
G. C. E, level had risen to 340. About
15,000 pupils appeared for the G. C. E,
Eﬁgg’ninat‘lon with science subjects in

-

Promoiion of swabhasa *teachers :
Steps were taken to remove the dis-
parity between swabasha and English
qualified teachers with similar guali-
fications. Now swabhasa teachers are
qualified for promotion as Special Post
holders. Experienced Headmasters of
Swabhasa schools have been recruited
as Inspectors of Schools.

Training of teachers : The number of
teachers who passed out in 1962 is
almast double the number that passed
out in 1956, In 1962 the Department
spent over Rs. 8 million on the train-
ing of teachers compared to Rs. 2 mil=
lion spent in this connection in 1956.

The number of training colleges too
has increased to 26, Nearly 2,700 teach-
ers passed out of training colleges at
the end of last year. An important pro-
ject in this field is the new seience
training college to be established at
Veyangoda at a cost of Rs. 7 million.

Vocationzl Guidance: Vocational
guidance has been introduced by the
Department of Education to assist
senior pupils and their parents to un-
derstand  the relationship between
abilities and aptitudes which children
possess on the one hand and the needs
of the world of work on the other.
Cumulative records of achievement
are compulsorily maintained for every
school-going child in the Island. Teach-
€rs are bemng trained to give infor-
mation from those records to both
parents and pupils in order to help
them to plan their educational and
vocational future,

Mid-day meal: The free mid-day
meal which had been stopped by the
previous Government was reintroduced
in 1056. The conseguences of this

popular measure were a preat ime
provement in school attendance, and
a general improvement in the health
of children. Over 1,200,000 children
profit by this meal. .

Adminiftrative Reforms

Re-organisation of schools: In order
to avoid wastage in both effort and
mMoney, a programme of Teorganisa-
tiom - was® introduced. The grheme
which has been introduced in a few
loeations has proved beyond doubt that
an Island-wide programme whereby
the supplication in facilities w
avoided will not only reduce the
wastage in education but also improve
the efficiency of teaching,

Teachers . From 1.5.61 a new trans-
fer scheme on point system has been
operative, During the first phase of the
scheme, about 6,000 teachers have
been given transfers. During the
second phase 6,000 more teachers will
qualily for transfers under the
scheme,

Decentralisation : With the decen-
tralisation of the work of the Depart-
ment of Education, another grave de-
fect in the administration was recti-
fied. With the decentralisation delays
in correspondence has been substan-
tially reduced and decigions on educa-
tion matters are made with a greater
amount of local knowledge and with
more frequent consultation with Mem-
bers of Parliament and local authori-
ties. The trek to Colombo is alsoeRo
longer necessary,

SWITCH-OVER TO SINHALA

THE Ministry of Justice was, in
October 1960, allocated the subject of
official language and thus became res-
ponsible for implr:mentin§ one of the
most important pizces of legislation of
the Government, namely, the Officia
Language Act.

In implementing this Aect the Min-
istry has taken stepz to hold examina-
tions to enable public officers to acquire
proficiency in the official language. It
1s expected that by the end of this year
all public servants (both new entrants
and old entrants) would have acquired
such proficiency @s to carry out their
official duties in the official language,

Almost all ecorrespondence between
departments and Ministries, except in
certain purely technical and legal mat-
ters, is now done in Sinhala. Nearly
every office throughout the country has
been provided with sufficient number
of officers proficient in Sinhala to
enahle correspondence to be carried out
in Sinhala. Sinhala typewriters,
typists and stenographers have also
been provided, = A large number of
Dopartments minute their files in
Sinhala. 3

The Official Language Department
has prepared a number of glossaries

FRESH BOOST FOR AYURVEDA=

SINCE 1956 the development of Ayurveda in this country has received a new

impetus. During the past seven years the Government has been faking various
measures aimed at raising this system of medicine to the same high standard
and position which it enjoyed in ancient times.

One of the important steps taken
for the development of Ayurvada was
the passing of the new Ayurveda Act
which was brought into operation from
1st October, 1962. The Act provides
for the establishment of a Depariment
of Ayurvecda under a Commissioner and
the setting up of three bodies—the
Ayurvedic Medlcal Couneil, the Ayur-
vedic College and Hospital Board and
the Ayurvedic Research Institute,

The Ayurvedic Medical Couneil will
register Ayurvedic prectitioners, ayur-
vedic pharmacists and ayurvedic nurses
and deal w'th matters relating to their
professional conduct,

The Ayurvedic College and Hospital
Board will advise the Minister of
Health on the administration of the
College of Ayurvedic Medicine, the
Central Hospital of Ayurveda and the
dispensery attached lo it.

The Ayurvedy Research Committee
will advise in regard to the carrying
out of research in all branches of Ayur-
veda.

Under the New Act the Collnge of
Indigenous Medicine and the Hospital
of Indigenous Medicine at Borella have
been named the Coll-ge of Ayurvedic
Medicine and the Central Hospital of
Ayurveda,

Clinical Research

The development of Ayurveda in this
country was given another boost when

the Prime Minister of India, Shri Jawa-
harlal WNehru, ceremonially declared
open the Bandaranaike Memorml
Ayurvedic Research Institute at
Nawinna in October last year. This
Research Institut= has been established
in a picture que setting on an 18 acre
block of land. This Centre which has
been equipped with a elinical labora-
tory and a ward of 16 beds for a start,
is now carrying out clinical research.
In the next stag= of the expansion of
this Research Centre a hosp".tal w'th 50
beds end other facilities will be set up.
The foundation stone for this new hos-
pital was also laid by Shri Nehru when
he op2ned the Instituie.

Better facilities for palients

The Government is taking various
measurzs to provide better faeilities
for the large number of patients who
seek Ayurvedie traatment, The Central
Hospital of Ayurveda at Borella is to
be further expanded, This hospi tal
which now has 300 beds will then be
equipped with 600 heds for in-patients.
Stege on= of the building work cons.s-
ting of a storeyed ward block of 120
beds and a storeyed administration
block cum O. P. D. was completed and
occupied in early 1959, Work 'LIEiI‘.‘lEI'
stage two has already commencea to
provide a Panchakarma Ward, a
maternity ward, an isolation ward, a
waiting hall and quarters for the
staff.

(Continued en Page T)

which have been distributed among
government departments. The Ppbli-
eations Branch of the Official Language
Department has translated nte Sinhala
a large numbper of textbooks, even text-
books required for university studies.

The Language of the Courts Act was
enacted in 1961. This Act empowered
the Minister of Justice to order that
Sinhala should be used for pleadings
filed of record and for recording the
proceedings in any court. Twenty-
seven Headguarter Rural Couris and
151 Circuit Rural Courts have already
been directed to work in Sinhala.

Over 200 Legislative Enactmen's
have been ftranslated into Sinhala.
Sinhala translztions of 'the Civil Proce-
dure Code, Criminal Procedure Code,
the Penal Code, the Evidence Ordi-
nance and the Courts Ordinance have
bezn printed and distributed among
the wvarious courts. .

Sinhala stenographers and typists are
being irained to record court proceed.
ings and when it appears that they are
sufficiently trained to record correctly
the proceedings in any complicated
cage, one would envisage the use of
Sinhala in all Magistrates and Distriet
Courts at a not too distant date.

New Courts

For the convenience of the people
District Courts have heen established
in Gampola, Kuliyapitiva and Hatton.
An additional District Court was estab-
lished at Panadura and a combined
District and Magistrate’'s Court was
set up at Kalmunai. Additional
Magistrates were appointed to Galle
and Gampaha to assist the Magis-
trates as the work in those districts
was heavy Cireunit Magistrates’ Courts
were established at Maho, Kalawana,
Elpitiva, Kadugannawa, Hanouran-
keta and Madugoda. A Court of
Requests was established at Colombo
South, Mt. Lavinia with the same
territorial jurisdiction’ as the Magis-
trate’s Court, Colombo South.

New rural courts were established at
Blackpool, Kadawatte, Elayapatiu,
Dummalasooriya, Badulu Oya, Manda-
tivu, Tirappena, Amalativu, Amparai,
Adampsn, Nanaddan, Metigahatenna
and Bakamuna, At Kandaketiya a cir-
cuit rural court was established.

Coneiliation Boards

The Ministry has also set up 23 Con-
ciliation Boards und-r the Conciliation
Board Act No. 10 of 1958. Preliminary
steps havs also been taken for the
appointment of Panels of Conciliators
for twenty-five more areas.

The Concillation Board Act was
passed with the idea of providing an
inexp-nsive and speedy means of pro-
moting harmony ameong Ppersens es
traneed by civil disputes or breaches of
certain penal laws by amlcably_settlmg
those disputes and compounding the
offencas arising out of those breache.s,

This provision has made the Concilia~
tion Bgar&s a real boon to the
population.

(Continued on Page 8)
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SRI LANKA (WEEKLY)

-— 5

One of ﬂ;e biggest socialist measures
of the Government of Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike was, the nationalisation
of the bus services, (Right) The scene
at Galle Face Green on January 1,
1958, when the bus services were
nationalised amidst tremendous popular
enthusiasm. Two of the biggest socialist
measures of the present Government
were the opening of the People’s Bank
and the inauguration of the Petroleum
Corporation. (Below right) The Prime
-Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
addressing the gathering after declar-
ing open the People’s Bank. (Below
left) The Prime Minister, Mrs. Sivi-
mavo Banderanaike, inaugurating the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation

ister at the six-nation conference
lﬁnging Indic and China together

after declaring open the new Ayurvedic Research Institute at Nowvinna to settle their border dispute peacefully

: : s i y The Ceylon delegation led by the Prime Min
The Indian Prime Minister, Shri Nehru, unveiling a commemorative plaque  paid mycommbug:o find ways and means of b
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~ ALL’ COUNTRIES

istry of Commerce,
:o;'fig?:ﬂ;nlig of non-alignment d
Minister, Mr. 8. W, R. D. Bandaranaile,
tive of their p
i’oﬁs”ﬁmm in world marke
In pursuance of

b i Bulgaria, St
with countries like U. A. l:ﬁﬁf‘::; %:;?ln'maget to promote good trade relations

kets like the U, K., India and the United States.

At the same time, eVery
With the traditional mar

il recently Ceylon had an open-
doE: h;lmlicyh_:egardirégy 1323331 mgc?r{
in this coun 3 :
Er?;? Eg;}cnzls he wanted from any colntry
he liked. This had two adverse
results: (1) it led to a drain onhour
foreign exchangs which could have
been conserved for economic develup—l
ment and (2) it discouraged any loca
industrial investment. "
rom the time the present Govern=
mqfnt cams into power, it has taken a
pumber of important measures o
reduce imports, CONSEIVE foreign
exchange and protect Tocal industries.
With the result that the rate of decline
of ext>rnal assets, which was about 200
illion in 1960, came down 1o about
60 million in 1961, indicating the effec-
tiveness of this policy. From 1962 there
have been more import controls on

UXUry semi-luxury goods as
1Wiell .asandm those which could
encourage production of substi-
futes in the country. This prob-
lem is now handled by a special
committee appointed by the three

isters—the Minister of Industries,
m::ister of Finance and the Minis-
ter of Commerce. The Import Policy
Committez congists of representatives
of the three Ministries and the Central
Bankb_and makes recommendations to
the Ciovernment regarding exchange
restrictions, import eontrolg, traffic, ete.

CEYLONISATION OF
TRADE

* During colonial days little er no
attertion was given to the encourage-
ment of Ceylonese to take to import
and export trade. The import and
export trade of the Island was mainly
in the hands of non-Ceylonese and the
few Ceylonesz nat'r.nnaJ)_; who took to
trade had to be content with a minor
role or else elose down altogether as
they could rot compete with non-
Ceylonese traders who had enormous
ragources and better experience at
their command. The position was so
grave that by the end of 1948 it was
estimated fhat 90 per cent of the
import trade of the Island was in the
hands of non-Ceylonese who compris=d
only 10 per cent of the population
This position which is eartainly without
parallel in any other country is gradu-
ally being rectified.

olitical ideology. ‘I‘I;w Ministry seeks to buy pro
this policy, t:f;:?:l [}u:'g npnyme.nt agreements have been concluded

; ing i ith the
d Shipping in accordance with |

Trad:ﬁf (:::u:l:lity enunciated by the late Pltu:::t;

seeks to promote trade with all countr

ducts at the
tain the best prices for export products.

Iran and Eastern Germany.

is a matter for satisfaction for the
G:Et;rnment that with few exceptions
Ceylonese importers have succeeded in
delivering the goods, has been
realised the Ceylonisation of the Trade
should be proceeded with in the best
interest of the country even at the
expense of a little hardship, till
Ceylonese importers have entrenched
themssives.

The Gavernment also realises that
Ceylonese traders should be given
every assistance.

TRADE WITH

- i il 1959,
o was started in April l_
tu%r‘:}ggsmge Ceyitor;es?i n;ﬁf;tlg;:aé?
take to the import trade R ita
lished Ceylonese E1l|r1r1|_pt;1' S e,
encouraged to expan mce» new 4500
As a result of this schcrr_lt oy e
new imporiers were register & ite

tment an ¥
Import Control D p a footho.d
were assisted in obtaining e
in this sphere by ths Teserva o 1o

uotas to them for a large numbe
%0mr11odities. t’: r;r;t:lestyuc ;1:!3 a(;ﬂﬂggg;ﬁ
from SOULC 8

%?:rjicti.:erland, Belgitm, Portugail ag; e
Grermany were l'F,:ser\.fEd for Cey 01|'1.1 o
importors. Certain commodities w tl.ﬁ !
did not enter into the budget th 1(.
poorer  classes Were _delibera ety
retained under control in order tho
divert the trade in thes> goods into the
hands of Ceylonese importers.

Export trade has also been progres-
sively Ceylonised by Treserving more
and ‘more countries to which exports
may be made only by C?ylongse
traders. In the case of Ceylon’s major
agricultural products like tea, rubber
and coconut and its products, however,
it has been necessary to accommodat2
pon-Ceylonese as well in the interest
of Ceylon's Export trade.

Co-op. movement makes
big strides

'$ history shows that Co-operative endeavour and mutual help was an
gfe?rngsﬂ of {I{e life of our people. The building of tanks, the use of wzﬂ:er
and cultivation centered around co-operative practices. Since the first Co-opera ;e
Society was registered in November, 1912, the Co-operative Movement has made
enormous strides. The second world war forced Government to organise more
societies. State assistance increased with the formation of C. A. P, and 8. Societies
and the grant to Co-operative Societies of agencies for the purchase of produce

under the Guaranteed Price Scheme.

More recently the Co-operative
Movemant undertook the conversion of
single purpose societies into multi-
purpose societies so that there would
be in each wvillage one multi-purpose
society catering to all economic needs
of tha village and actively associating
itself in all stages of economic planning
and development. The distribution of
rationed foodstuffs, the purchase of
commodities under the Guaranteed
Price Scheme, credit and the grant of
subsidics for fertilization are some of
the activiiies of these societies.

The retail distribution of food is
shared between the Co-operatives and
the private traders. There are 5,084
retail selling points of the Co-opera-
tives to which are attached 6,505,347
ration books. The retail sales from
Co-operative Stores to the public was
Rs. 300 million. The ratail societies
made a profit of Rs. 1.3 million.

As regards the wholesale activities of
Co=operative Unions, their wholesgale
turn=-over last year was Rs. 487 million,
The co-operative Unions have inereased
thair own capital from Rs. 14 million
to Rs. 16,6 million and their net

BETTER BUS SERVICES

FOR THE

GOOD communications are vital for
Ceylon, therefore,

NATION

_progress. In a developing country like
the transport services have a very important function to

perform by assisting in this process and this i5 precisely what the Ceylon

Transport Board has been endeavouring to do during the five years of

existence. The contribution made b
development could he gauged from t}

330,500 a day. During the same
inereased from 1.3 millions to 1.8

In other words the Ceylon Transport
Board has  since Nationalisation,
increased its daily mileage by thou-
sands and today earries five lakhs of
passengers more a day than in 1958,
This is no mean achievement. In the
face of heavy odds the Ceylon Trans-
port Board has extended its services
1o areas unserved before and at the
same time endeavoured to make its
services more efficient, attractive and
economical by introdueing  more
expresg services and linkin route
Flirther improvements are nEw beﬁisé
planned with g view to providing
Eslon;bo Wwith a network of efficient

ervices, some i
311::3'31}' been introduc:;. ot
he poor conditi
buses taken ar:.:zin;gn.l' :rrlugll;, ﬂl?]ef)tﬂ ci'g

¥ the Ceylon Transport Board towards
: he follo
mileage has sinee 1958 increased from

its

wing fizures. The average operated
285,000 a day to the present figure of

p_criud the number of passengers carried has
millions a day.

common  knowledge,

the fleet these old buse
difficult and costly, I
difficulties ag many o
possible were

Maintaining in
s has been most
n spite of these
madef t{le old fleet ag
though the cost of rcpai?‘s Zﬂ' me:l?’rz
tenance has been high. The flnet was
Ztso sgggg,thcned by the addition of
ver 2 new vyehic

since n:ltimm[i:zatin‘nn_hl"i\?sn Ptl:\{:]lllgsra‘:%
. these measures the Board has been
able generally to meet the pregent time
table requirements of 2,660 buses per
day.k It is planning to inereage it
services further during the course of
1863 by running over 3.000 vehicles a
day. For this purpose the programme
of overhauling of buses and units like
engines, &c, is being stepped up and
further additions to the fleet will be
made shortly,

profit were 4.9 million in 1861, Eighty-
six Unions had profits of over Rs. 10,000
each. The Unions sales of commodities
other than Rice, Flour and Sugar
increased by Rs. 25 million to Rs. 101
million. The Unions are widening the
range of goods offered to tha public.

As regards marketing, recently an
organisation closely linked up between
the producer and consumer sections of
Co-operatives was started to enabls
agricultural producers to get an
adeguate price for their produce and
for consumers to get such produce at
reasonable prices. Thirty retail selling

oints have been established in

clombo and other parts of the
coufitry and a new wholesale Co-
operafive, Vegetable Market has been
opened in Colombo. Societies have
shown great interest in this venture
and federated themselves into an all-
round agricultural producers union.
During the nine months of its existence
the newly formed union sold over 4.6
million pounds of vegetables valuad at
Rs. 1,070,000 to the Co-operatives.

Government recently decided to give
Co-operalive Societies the opportunity
to undertake cortracts of Govarnment
Estimates without tenders being called

where the wvalue of the contract was-

under Rs. 1 lakh, Within six months
Co-operative  undertook Rs. 11§
million worth of contracts and already
Rs. 11 million worth of these contracfs
have been executed. Steps have also
been initiated to improve the condi-
tions of serviee of Co-operative em-
ployees who number over 17,000. These
measures will improve tha efficiency of
the Co-operatives.

The Marketing Department is pur-
suing a vigorous policy of giving a fair
deal to both consumer and produesy
and of helping to bring down the cost
of living, The Department has opened
28 WVogetable and  Fruit Collecting
Centres and 40 Ceylon Products Shops.
The produce eollected at the centres is

trarsferred  from surplus to defici
%E’fﬂs for sale through Ceylon Pmdulc:.;
ops

and the stalls of the Department.

Stps are being tal i
cold sforage % g taken to establish

; lants in all im
t}.g:.:;:'lls like Kandy, Anuradgz?;ﬁlrr;t
nevala, Galle, Matara, Batticalaa'
and Jaffna for the purpose of storing
excess vegetables and fruits in season
b 1 they could be made available
at reasonable priceg durirg off seasons,
Thz manufacture of many wvarieties
of pf‘ndlcts has been intensified, The
quality produets sold at reasonable
Prices are a boon to housewd
Packetted chilly powder, curr;‘gzmzi‘
canned fruits, like the propullar pine:
élp})}ﬂ'rinL{H and slices, jams of ﬁv‘e
::1'tet|u_~;_h[ruit Juices of six varieties,
Bauces, chutneys i 2 1
are some of t!:mx'n.pmkhs "oE

Tn the near future, fruits and vege-
table proezssing will be r:xpar.decl
furrhgr, especially ecitrus processing
and jaggery and treacle making,

'ebruary 4! l—m

THREE MAJOR
SOC!ALIEI_’ MEASURES ' ' ‘

¥ Opening of People’s Bank
Setting up of —

¥ Petroleum Corporation

¥ Insurance Corporation

the biggest measures taken.
%‘;{Rﬁ;ﬁ; OiGovernment in its march 4
towards Socialism was the setting up
of the: Petroleum and Insurance Cor-

oratton and the opening of the '
geople‘s Bank.

The People’s Bank too has been a
great stccess. The .Peop1e’s Bank
although it has been in existence for
only for about 14 months has estab-
lished eighteen Branches and one
Agency. Branches were opened at
Hambantota, Galle, Puttalam, Eurune-
gala, Kandy, Matale, Gampola, Badulla,
Bibile, PBalangoda, Anuradhapura,
Polonnaruwa, Hingurakgoda, Mulaitivu,
Dehiwela, Minuwangoda, A
Avissawella, Hanguranketa, Kalm
and FPuttalam.

The total deposits of the People's
Bank are about Rs. 130 million, and
outstanding loans and advances at
present amount to about Rs. 33 million.
In the first year of its operations, the
People’'s Bark has made a profit of
about four lakhs. The pown-broking
business of the People’'s Bank is also
doing very well.

Shipping Corp

Besides thase three Corporations,
there is another Bill before Parliament
to establish 2 Merchant Shipping Cer-
poration. This will reduce Ceylon’s
dependence on foreign shipping and
save the country millions of rupzes in
foreign exchange.

The object of the Government in
setting up this Corporation is to acquire
and manage a fleet of cargo vessels for
the carriage of goods by sea. Primarily,
the freight which this Corporation will
supply will be for imports into Ceylonr
and exports from Ceylon made on
Government account. Coastal freight
arourd Ceylon is also included. As an
initial step the Corporation, as soon as
it is created, will become the sole pro-
curers of freight for all Government
imports and exports. For this purpose,
the Corporation will act as Charter
Brokers or Agents and obtain charters
for the Government either on a voyage
basis or on a contract basis for a
definite period. The Corporation will
charge the Government an agreed
brokerage or agency commission for
such chartering work.

The Petroleum Corporation today
controls 50 per cent of the petroleum
market in this country and in the first
two months of its operation it has
made a profit of 1} million rupees. The
vast amount of monay which would
have gone abroad in the form of profits
and dividends and also in the form of
higher prices for imports have been

f(._aved to this country by this Corpora-
101

The Insurance Corporation, which
has the monopoly of life insurance
business in this country, has given the
death blow to unserupulous mushroom
insurance companies, The Corporation
has made steady progress since its
inception and is at present doing much
better than all the private insurance
companies put together. The life pre-
mium income of the Corporation in the

first  eleven months of last
year—January to November—was
Rs. 117,023850. Unlike the private
Insurance Companies, all this money is

being invest:d in Government Seevri-
ties to promote the country's economie
development. The Corporation has

also  done ve 7
: Ty well -
business, n ok l.i.ﬁ!'

The Insurance Control A beem
Proposed for this country ;:otrhtalf“ last
two or three vears or 80, but no-nﬂ"
vious Government had taken any
interest in it. With the Insurance
Control Act, all the questionable acti=
YIT:IES of the private lif= and non-
Insurance companies will be brought
under the control of the Government:
Offenders will be brought to boglk and
unsound companies will be wound up.
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FREE AND EFFECTIVE

FOR THE PEOPLE

CONSIDERABLE progress has been mad

of the ple since 1956. The Department of Health th
A,:rnrvex:n under the Ministiry of Health e il

e in raising the standard of

the health
Department of
have been carrying out the task of

providing free and effective health services to the people with commendable

resulls.

The results achieved since 1956 are
clearly reflected in the vital statistics
of the country. According to the latest
available figures the crude death rate
has been reduced to 8.6 per 1,000 of
the population from 10.1 in 1957. The
jnfant mortality rate which is the
mopst sensitive index to the state of a
nations health has fallen from 68 per
1,000 live births to 57 while the
matérnal mortality rate has come
down to 3.0 per 1,000 live births from
3.7 in 1857,

What is still more heartening is that
a child born today ean reasonably
expect to live to the ripe age of 66
while only 40 wears ago the life
expectancy was 31 years.

All this has been achieved as a
result of the expansion of the health
services and the efforts made by the
Government for the promotion of
health and the prevention of disease.

Today there are 760 Government
medical institutions to look after the
sick in this country. These institutions
consist provinecial type hospitals
base hospitals, district hospitals an
complete peripheral units besides
<ottage hospitals, maternity hospitals,
special hospitals and central dispen-
saries, For those who require oor-
treatment there are 32,000 beds pro-
wided in these institutions. This

FRESH BOOST FOR.....
(Continued from page 3)

The College of Ayurvedic Medicine
at Borella is also fo be expanded and
the Government has provided 14 acres
of Crown land opposite the existing
institution for this purpose. When this
‘building scheme is completed it will be

yoss_ble to increase the student popu-
ﬁfm which is now 300 o 500.

This institution gives 30 scholarships
and 40 bursaries and from the last fin-
ancial yezr the amounts payable were
doubled so that a scholarship holder is
mow paid Rs. 40 per month and a bur-
sary holder Rs, 20 per month. In addi-
tion to this, ten annual prizes of Rs. 150
each have also been established.

The Government has also been able
1o obtain six schalarships from India
under the Colombo Plan for students of
Ayurveda,

Th= Government is alzo cons‘ructing
an ayurvedic hospital at Anuradhapura,
“The first stage of this hospital is now
almost complete and it will be dee-
lared open early this year,

It has also been decided to establish
@an Ayurv=die Drugs Factory. The Min-
istry of Health has made arrangements
with the Minisiry of Industries for the
National Small Industries Corporation
to establish this factory. Some headway
has already been made on this drugs
fzctory which is being construct-d on
two acres of land belong'ng to the
Ayurvedic Resesarch Institute at
Nawinna,

More dispensaries

Ano‘her measure that the Govern-
ment has taken to provide ayurv-dic
treatment to the population is to in-
crease the grants given to ayurvedic
di pensariei run by Rocal Authorities.
The new Sch me of enhanced grants
was brought into oper:tion from the
las: financ al year and at present ahout
90 dispensaries run by Loeal Autho-
Tities beénefit under it. Last year a sum
of Rs. 350,050 was given as grants to
thes» dispensaries. In addition to this,
dispensaries run by voluntary organi-
® tions al o receive grants from the
Government,

Durng the past few years the Gov-
ernment has paid a'tention to the
translation and publication of impor-
tant Sanskrit texts on Ayurveda which

a boon to students and physicians.
These texts are being translated inta
Sinhala by the Official Language
Department at the request of the
Department of Avurveda The first Af
these texts to be translated was the
“Charaka Samhita " which was pub-
liched in 19A0. The seeand was the
* Sushruta Samhita " which was pub-
lished in October 1962. The “ Vaghbata
Bambhita " has also been translated and
will be published =~n The “Sarangs
Dhara” is also with the printer.

shows an increase in the number of
beds from 28994 in 1957

The public made full use of these
facilities as indicated by the fact that
in 1961 a record number of 1,426,655
patients were given indoor-treatment
while the  out-patients services
handied 24,484,925 visits for medieal
attention as compared with 1,352,120
indoor and 21,245,125 cases in 19571,

The Government has provided full
specialist services at all provineial
hospitals and the four basic specia-
lities of medicine, surgery, obstetrics
and paediatrics in most base hospitals,
The Ministry of Health proposes to
extend these specialist services to
other hospitals too and with this aim
in view a training scheme has been
drawn up for specialisation.

More Medical Personnel

Government”s efforts to provide
even a better health service to the
people have been handicapped by the
shortage of trained personnel such as
doctors, nurses, and auxiliaries 1o
man the Government's medical insti-
tutions. Measures have therefore
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been taken by the Government to
train more and more of these DEr-
sonnel. The intake to the medical
college in. Colombo has been increas-
ed and a second medical school has
been opened at Peradeniya. In the
fleld of nursing there are at present
seven schools situated at Colombo,
Kanf_ly, Galle, Kurunegala, Ratnapura,
Welisara and Jaffna, Another school
15 under construction at Anuradhapura
and will be opened towards the end
of the year. There are about 1,200
trainees in these schoals and about 300
of them pass out as fully qualified
nurses every year,

In the field of public health
emphasis has been placed heavily on
the prevention of conditions thai are
responsible for diseases. Special health
facilities have been provided to wvul-
nerable groups such as mothers, pre-
school and school-going children and
other categories, Over 420,000 mothers
and 800,000 children receive attention
EVEry wyear at special clinics,

Control of Major Diseases

Considerable progress has also been
made by the special campaigns that
have been set up to ght major

diseases such as _tubereulosis, malaria,
filaria, veneral diseases and leprosy,

The Anti-Tuberculosis Campaign is
carried out throu%h six chest hos-
pifals, 55 chest eclinics and branch
clinies and special wards in General
Hospitals and other hospitals.
rehabilitation centre set up at Tala-
golla is doing useful worl training
patients in various occupations such as
tailoring, carpentry, typewriting,

7
—

poultry farming. ete which hel

I the
patients {0 rehahili e
when they are cured, T pEsa

of the spectacular  achij
ments has been the successful c}éf;eui
of malaria which ai one time was
Public Enemy Numbep One in this
country. The authorities who were
able to successfully eontrol malaria
are nNow ecarrying out a Five-Year
drive o erudicate the disease. In the
first three years of the drive malaria
cases have decreased in g marked
manner. In the first year of the era.
dication drive in 1959 there were 1,596
cases, in the second year the figurds
dmppcd_ 1o 422 and in the third year
ii];«[; incidence came down further to

Filaria has become a new thr i
the South-Western coastal belteiicﬁ
Chilaw to Matara. The Ministry of
Health has decided to  bring this
disease under firm control and a plan
has been drawn up.

On_ the preventive side of heal:
the Epidemiology Unit of the Heal?l-ll
Department has been reorganised to
fight outbreaks of communicable
diseases. This Unit played a big part
i controlling the outbrealk of polio
and the unusual incidence of small-
pox last year.

Health Education

It is a matter of concern that about
40 per cent. of the patients treated =
our medical institutions suffer from.
breventible, diseases such ag dysen-
tery, typhoid, and diarrhoea.  The
Department is carrying out health
edugation work to make the people
;eahse these health problems and to
induce them to observe good per-
sonal hygiene and Proper envirgn-
mental sanitation,

MODERNISATION OF THE RAILWAY

THE Railway's modernisation program made considerable progress during the

period, 1956-62.

The installation of ecolour signals
between Colombo Fort and Bambala-
pitiyva was completed and is now in
operation. It is proposed to com-
mence work in the extension of the
system to Veyangoda and Panadura
shortly.

Forty-five diesel power coaches hfive
been introduced on the sguburban
routes. These eoaches were used in
conjunction with trailer coaches to
form train sets. A train set consists of
one power coach and three trailer
coaches,

The i:tuwer coaches combined with
the Colour Light Signalling Scheme
will provide a faster and more effi-
cient service in the suburban area.

The modernisation of the railway
rolling stock also made headway. The
programme was given a big fillip by
the gifting of rolling stock worth
Hs. 25 million by the Chinese
Government. The first shipment of 202
goods wagons, 13 tanker wagons and
8 passenger coaches arrived last
September. Under the agreement
Ceylon will get 653 wagons and 70
passenger coaches from the People's
Republic of China,

The main proposal for the improve-
ment of the long distance services is
the re-laying of the railway line to
Batticaloa and Trincomalee with
heavy section rails as used on the
main line, Owing to the light-rails
used on this section loads have to be
reduced and specially designed steam
locomotives have to be employed.
This is both expensive and slow.
Diesel locomotives will be employed
when the scheme is completed,

Railway to Puttalam

Another project that is now in hand
is the re-laying of the line from
Bangadeniya to FPuttalam which has
been closed since the war. This work
is being given the highest priority in
view of the Government's decision to
in

open a second, cement factory
Puttalam.
Improvements to railway stations

are also being carried out, Some of
these stations were built to meet the
traffic conditions of 50 years ago and
the passenger amenities provided at
these stations was most primitive,
‘The new station buildings at Kandy
and Anuradhapura have been rom-
leted, while work on the Jaffna and
awalapitiya Station buildings is in
DrOgress.

With the modernising of its rolling
stock the Railway has been able to
introduce fast passenger trains and
fast goods services since 1955 and this
has resulted in an increase of revenue
of nearly Rs. 11,000,000,

The Railway anticipates an increase
of at least Rs. 5,000,000 in passenger
revenue when better facilities are pro-
vided. This will also relieve conges-
tion on the roads. The Railway and
the C. T. B, are hoping to evolve a
fully co-ordinated passenger service
system ultimately providing the most
economic form of transpert to the
public.

Road Construction

The Public Works Department
made good progress in implementing
its road building programme. The
Aluthnuwara-Padiyatalawa road and
the roads wunder the Kandyan
Peasantry  Rehabilitation Schemes
were two of main road projects carried
out by the Deparitment. With a wview
to improving the lot of the people of
the Kandyan area a rpad construction
scheme was initiated in 1955-56. So
far 312} miles of road have been con-
strueted by the Public Works Depart-
ment and investigations on 18 miles
of road have been carried out. Out
of the 312} miles of road constructed
132 miles have been metalled and
tarred,

Prior to Government undertaking
the construction of the Alutnuwara-
Padivatalawa Road, the distance
between Kandy and Batticaloa was
187 miles and it was necessary to go
through Nuwara Eliya, Badulla and
Bibile to reach Batticaloa.

With the opening of this road which
is approximately 20 miles, the distance
between Kandy and Batticaloa will be
shortened by 74 miles,

The full length of the road has been
formed and all major bridges have
been completed. It is expected to com-
plete the road by the middle of this
year,

Of the major road widening schemes
undertaken, mention must be made of
the Colombo-Galle Road widening.
The first stage consisted of widening
the road up to Dehiwela-6th mile.
Under the second stage the work was
carried out up to the 91 mile post. The
third stage which was completed last
vear was the widening of the road up
to Moratuwa Town, i.e., 113 milepost.

From the 81 milepost up to Moratuwa
2 carriageway has been provided.

The P. W. D. now proposes to widen
that section of the Galle Road running
E}{;Eogght E{a,luta.ra Town to a width of

eet.

Another important road which is
nearing completion is the access road
to the Iimenite Factory at Pulmoddai.

Pulmoddai is a village on' the East
Coast where a factory has been esta-
hhshed‘ to extract Ilmenite sand. As,
no satisfactory road transport was
available for Pulmoddai, it was de-
cided to: improve the existing
Madawachchiya-Kebitigollewa road
and construct a new road from Pada-
wiya to Pulmoddai.

Traffic and Planning

Under the American Aid Pro-
ramme the Traffic and Plannin
Section of the P. W. D, was urganisadg.
The purpose of the creation of this
sectlion was mainly to find out
methods of improvement in the
construction of Roads and Bridges so
a5 to cut down the costs.

A survey was carried out to study
the characteristics of the traffic
entering and leaving the city of
Colombo. Monthly reports were pre-
garpd by the Contractors Wilbur

mith & Associates. They have pre-
pared Traffic Survey Progress charts
showing the manual elassification
counts, vehicles counted in P, W. D,
Distriets (already counts have been
made in 18 distriets), These charts
show the number of vehicles using the
roads daily. Percentage charts have
also been prepared showing the popu-
lation by revenue districts and how
motor vehicles are distributed. This
geographical distributions is very
useful for purposes of improvement
to existing roads and proposals for
new roads.

It is expected that the Traffic and
Plannin Organisation will do a
splendidgjob of work in the construe-
tion of better roads in the Island.

- Better Postal Facilities

THE period 1956-1961, has seem
considerable progress in the proyi=
sion of an adequate postal service for
the whole island, particularly the
rural areas. For this purpose nearly
1,000 postman have been appoint

850 sub-post offices opened and 2,7

(Continued on page 8)
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INCOME GROUPS

Housing loans for as many people

as possible

THE Housing Department b
houses for

j of the
One of the major schemes
Housing Department which has bﬁeng
initiated is the construction of lrth
fats at Wanathamulla for those in the
lower income group.

angements have also been made
b},‘ﬁfﬁe %epariment to construct 4,0100
flats at Anderson Golf Links, at Mali-
gawstte at Ratmalana and on the outé
ckirts of Nupgegoda for lower an
middle income gZToups.

;s also proposed to set up a house
hn.{i'idliii; ind%stry for the mass produc-
tion of house building material.

Work is also in progress on middle
class and lower income group schemes

=doeite Ratmalana, Kiribathgoda and the

Battaramulla-Nawala area.

Arrangements are also being finaliz-
ed I;T tl%e Department for the setting
u; a housing estate in the form of
a satellite town on the outskirts of

Colombo.

In the provincial towns, too, work
on g8 numge.r of housing schemes has
either been completed or is in Progress.

In Anurshapura, 195 houses have
been constructed for flood vietims and
those dehoused as a result of acguisi-
tion of land for mew town develop-
ment. Sixty-four houses are.under
construction in Galle. Lower income

up housing schemes are also be-
ing completed at Dehiowita, Mawa-
nella, Kegalle and Ratnapura.

. Loans of under Rs. 2,000 have been
allocated by the Department to a large
number of applicants, The commitment
of the Department in regard to these
loans up to May Ilast ear was
Rs. 222,250,

as made considerable progress in the prov
the lower and middle income ETOuUps.

jsion of

i that more people, parti-
23%211'?!9 t?iue lower and middle class
could %eneﬁt,

KATARAGAMA
RESERVATION SCHEME

OTHER important function per-
ﬁ:rx?mcd by the Ministry is the preser-
vation of sacred areas. This it does
through the Town and Country Plan-
ning Department. The Kataragama
Preservation Scheme 15 one of most
important projects undertaken by this
Department.

The Kataragama FPlanning Scheme
seeks to control development within an
area of approximately 10 sguare miles
situated on both the left and the right
banks of the Menik Ganga. Located
within thic area are three important
places of worship: at Kataragama,
Wedihitikanda and Sella Kataragama.

The importance of the shrines con-
tained in these places of worship in
the national life of the couniry de-
mands that strict control should be
maintained over the development
taking place around them, In order to
achieve this end the Kataragama
Scheme provides for the declaration
of these three centres of worship as
sacred areas within which no build-
ings other than the ancient shrines
and buildings ancillery to them will
be permitfed to remain. All lay acti-
vities within these sacred areas will
be removed to the right bank of the
river where provision has been made
for a new Development Area carefully
planned with zones for public build-
ings, pilgrims' rests, residential deve-
lopment, commercial establishments,

THE following items of expenditure have been incurred each year from the
National Housing funds since 1956-57 i—
.

1856-57 1857-58 1958-59 195860 1960-61 1961-62
- Ra. Ra. Ry, Rs. Ea. Rs,

1. Loans to indi-

viduals .. 14,412,050.. 8,547,043, 7,723,748,. 7,971,374.. 6,517,418, 3,070,227
2. Building Bocte-

ties .. B5,551,127,. 4,288,131,. 2,255,623.. 3,102,624.. 3,222,192, 1,205,241
3. Departmental

Housing

Behemes 3,049,961.,, 5,100,080.. 5,831,830.. 3,018,022.. 4,140,459, 2,765,956
4. Aecquizition .. 535,084 ,. 2,388,6577.. 1,645083.. 817,065.. 981.420,, 819,001

The number of houses constructed by the Housing Department by Building Sociaties and
by individuals on housing loans is as follows :— Besalt ¥ ng DLigs - axy

Ig56-57  1947-48  I938-58  1R349-60  1960-61 1861-62
wp foend
of May
1. Departmental houses,. 418 408 ., 427 .. 732 g0 .. 204
2, Building Sovieties .. 12 a6 205 208 .. 295 127
8, Loans toindividuals .. 250 .. 356 .. @18 .. 470 ., 472 .. 230

The Housing Department also helps
people to acquire houses by other
wWays:— '

(1) Redemption of mortgages, When
4 property is under mortgage
and the Court has given an
order in favour of the mort-
gagee,—the Housing Depart-
ment steps in and takes over
the mortgage and helps the
owner to redeem the mortgage
on easy terms.

(2) Acquiring land for those whao
need it for the construction of
houses.

_ With regard te the granting of loans
it 18 the policy of the Department to
Eive loans to as many people as
possible, Before 1856 big loans were
Elven to a few people. The result was
that certain privileged persons received
Big loans to put up palatial houses.

Since 1956 it has been the polic
of the Department by uultin;{ r_:iawi
the loans to a maximum of Rs, 15,000

to give loans to as many people as

L::dustries, camping grounds, car parks,
e.

In the sacred areas only the follow-

ing shrines will be permitted to re-
main : —

Kataragama ; The Ruhunu Kata

; ra-
gama Maha Devale and Kiri Viharaya
the Kiri Vhera, the Valliamma Kovil,
the Gangadevi Kovil the Tevani

Amman Kovil, tt - ;
the Mosque, y the Iswara Kovil and

Vedahitilkanda : The existing Devale
and the Buddhist Shrine in the sum-

mit and the Ganga Devil Kovil on
the approach road,

The areas outsid :

as e the Area o -
L?E:;T-n':ndw}“ be declared fu:i*srgm;s‘
£ e& and certain parts will be utilize,
for apricultural }J'lll’.‘[J():'\(‘S, i

Repulations h

: : ave been framed fo
‘t{};r].—_lgzr:tszzlnsf development within thr]-_:
ATUs 8 I accordance with the

Work on the ¥

ataragam.
has made good pro gama_Scheme

gress, All the roads

R T471—5.008 (1/63)  emrevren AT ThE

GOVERNMENT FPRESS, CEYLON, on

MIDDLE

and culverts on the right bank of the
Menik Ganga have been constructed.

During the financial year 19[_32-6_3 1tl
is proposed 1o construct a Pl.].g‘l'l‘I.TlS
Rest at a cost of Rs. 250,000, initiate
acquisition proceedings Iin respect of
private lands and buildings and also
construct roads on the left bank of
the Menik Ganga. The Pilgrims’ Rgst
will econsist of 16 single rooms with
amenities, eight other units wﬁh
amenities including verandah and toilet
and two dining halls.

For the Kelaniya Prezervation
Scheme a sum of Rs. 477,950 has been
set apart in the estimates 1062-63 so
that a start could be made on the
scheme.

CONTROL OF
SEA EROSION

The Ministry is also taking steps to
control sea ergsion on a national
scale,

For this purpose a Rs. 2} million
seheme has bheen drawn up.

The scheme is based on the recom-
mendation of Mr. R. O. Eaton, Chief
Technical Adviser, Beach Erosion
Board of the U. S. who was in Ceylon
recently.

February 4, 1983

he scheme will be financed mainly
byT foreign aid and an application
has already been made to the Economie
and Planning Division of the Treasury
by the Ministry of Local Government
and Housing to obtain aid for this pur-
pose. Foreign aid will be sought to
ohtain the plant end machinery and
to train officers abroad in modern
methods of coast protection.

The Ministry is also in charge of
water supply schemes.

Water Supply

Schemes

The biggest scheme com
Town South of Colombo
Scheme, Stage 1.

This scheme provides 30,000,000 gal-
lons of water per day for the densely
populated 25 square miles in which
the towns of Kolonnawa, Koite,
Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia, Moratuwa and
Panadura are situated. It would be
adequate without further extension
or duplication for at least 20 years by
which time the population of this area
is expected to reach 440,000. Allowanee
was made in the design for supplyi
certain additional areas which wi
bring the ultimate population served
to 515,000.

The next biggest scheme, the
Negombo Water Supply Scheme, has
also been completed. It is meant for
an expanded population of 54,000 at
50 gallons per head per day. In this
scheme, provision has also been made
to extend the supply to the towns of
Kochchikadde and Katunayake,

leted is the
ater Supply

{

MODERNISATION...
(Continued from Page 7)
Jetter boxes installed during the past

5 years. In addition nine more post-
offices have been opened durm%‘-i this
law,

period in Anuradhapura, I
Puttalam, Gampola, Kurunegala,
Bibile, Katugastota, Dehiwela and
Ragama. A new post office is also
under construction in Jaffna.

There has also been a big
increase in the number of sub-post

offices and postmen. While in 1956
there were only 1,325 sub-post offices,
in 1961 there were 2,125. The number
of postmen has increased irom 27764
in 1956 to 3,783 in 1961.

Meanwhile, with a wiew fo pro-
viding better savings bank facilities
for the people, a new Post Office
Saxings Bank building was construct-
ed at Kollupitiva. Work on the
building *was started in 1958 and has
been completed.

The Bank makes a valuable contri-
bution to the development of the
national econcmy. Its influence and
activities reaches out to the remotest
village areas. In 1956 the number of
depositors in the Bank numbered
2732,234 and the amount standing fo
the credit of depositors was
Rs. 275,639,957. In 1960, depositors in
the Bank nuombered 3,102,600 and the
amount lying to the credit of
depositors was Rs. 337.5 million.

Considerable progress was made by
the Department in carrying ouf trials
in Sinhala Teleprinter equipment
gifted by Japan. The trials between
the CTO and Kandy have been very
satisfactory and the trials at Matara
have already commenced.

Arrangements have also been
finalised for the training of telegra-
phists in the Sinhala Morse Code.

The issue of new postal orders
printed in composite form in Sinhala,
Tamil and English was inaugurated in
1961, Postal orders which were intro-
duced by the G, P. O. in 1877 had up
till that year been printed in English
only, In order to assist those who did
not have a knowledge of English it
was decided to issue postal orders in
Sinhala and Tamil as well. This will
be a great boon to the rural masses,
particularly the Sinhalese and Tamil
worker and peasant.

All forms used by the public are
now in Sinhala and English and a
R{rg?l ercentage of them are also

allable in composit i
three languages. ® B SN0 KLeR

Telecommunication Services

One of the mator o

O 2 evel
projects undertaken by the !t)'g:;.l'-lt;"rll}
inr:nt is the development of Tele-
ommunication services i Grea
Cnfﬂmho Ran vices in the Greater

This project provides fi

i ot or the deve-
lopment of tc’iecommunculion Services

than in other gam of the country
was accasioned by the heavy conges-
stion in the main exchanges in
Colombo and the fact that CEvlombu.
being the Chief Commercial Town
with a high degree of telephone
potential required an efficient tele-
phone service,

INDUSTRIAL.....

(Continued from Page 1)

drawings and preliminary work, Dzter-
mination of acquisition of sites and

d‘i}a : L(ﬂ{r Ft';t[isé RPO-
AND FAT,
RATION : Bt

Expansion of plants in operation to
maximum capacities. ination of
prospects {or commissioning of chlo-
rine, sweet-water concentration plant
and fatty acid plants. L

NATIONAL TEXTILE RPORA-
TION : @ ke

Commencement of work on the
second stage of the Weaving Mill and
the expansion of the first stage of the
Spinning Mill. The first Spinning Mill
went into operation in June, 1961.
Production has remained above targets.

SMALL INDUSTRIE RPORA-
TION - S CO RA.

Programme for Tile Factories :—
1. Complztion of existing 5 factories

scheduled for 1963. '
2. Drawing up of plans for additional

5 2 5hfactories.
. Mechanisation of carp work=
shops at Moratuwa, il i

4. Commencement of work on the
Ayurvedic Drugs factory.
Selection of site and deter-

mination of proeesses com-
pleted,

SWITCH-OVER TO.....

(Contined from Page 3)

These Conciliation Boards have al-
ready proved a big success and aceor-
ding to returns submitted to the Min-
istry by 17 of thglse Boards, 1,700 cases
out of a total of 1,900 cases referred to
them have been settled and attend to

their more important and reliabl
in the villages, ew‘t)ﬂ

h Legislation

mong the nsw legislation enacted
the Ministry has taken steps to amend
some of the important statutes like the
Civil Procedure Cod= and the Crim nal
Procedure Code o keep in step with
the present conditions in the country.

The Criminzl P :
also besn amr:ntie‘:i.rcmﬂwE Code e

The Minister of Justice h
a Consultative Committe:sggpgﬁ:de
to study the incidence of crime and °
r_gmke recommendations for its preven-
tion, This commiltee has made a study
of crime in the Southern Province

in B > ¢ and has submitted "
“’il.lgr?]u;:nt?:; di{i?d T115 suburbs lying ceedings to the Mi;i;:é’: - '.lelf-lith:epml't
izl Cufor?uboﬂppmﬁrl-m:ﬁ}g 15 which is a detailed studif of tls:ia .‘fl.?b"
start development in this ai;ea Qﬂf‘lié? :)'-111(‘1:11];}1;:3 present in the hands of the

PAPER MANUFACTURED AT TH mﬂ-
3 N PAPE CORPORATION, VALAICHCHEN
E EASTERN P. R MILLS V. AL ©
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