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to expose the dissstrous poli-

eing ecarried out by Lhe TINP.
Though the party 15 nes
in Parliament, this tesk of

bringiog homa the snormity of
the crimes committad by fhe T
NP falls upou bhe LESPendOP,
Ag in the past, & propar annly-
sia of the budget, exnosing its
full implicationl am fhe" brue
instrament of eapilaliat explo-
itabion. Has boen 1ify 'to. the
Parby, |

To earry on bhis task mara

eflactively the Party Confe:

fencs earried through a schamp
of degentralization. Wach dis-
tivint council would he entitled

to wollack ibs own resourcess .
i ];llw ouk the sy!tem&t.m huﬂrl‘

this suhem:f
( Qontinued on page 9)
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: Case for Select Committee

Recording of Parliamentary Proceedings

~ Speakivg in parlinmenti on
6th  December,
" 4hs Prime Minister, Mr. R

Promadses, denied onbegorie-
there had been
attempt o
smugglein anew seption bo the

= Bpecial Presidentizl Commie-

sions of Inguiry (Spacial Pro-
visiong) Bill whichk was
paased by parliament on 20th
November.

Tha Leader of the Oppuosi-
tion, Mr. A. Amirthalingam:
zaid he bad no hesitation iu
secepting the statement of tho
Prime Minister- But he wish
ed to draw the attention of
the House that, not only in
the Courts but in general
adminisiration  too, justice
should not only be done bub
ghonld appesr to bes dooe.

A reported in the * Ceylon
Daily Wews”, Mr. Amirtha-
lingam said that it was un-
derstandabla. that  eertain
gireumstances had created
that particular sibustion. The
tspes of the proceedivgs of

that day wers mat available
and the Hangard did mnot
bear out the maving and
paseags of the parficuler am-
sndment.  Undsr Standing
Order 10 the minutes
of the prosesdings of
spch doy were expeeted  to be
oat - the next day- Ir was
euripugs that the procevdings
of November ‘22, 23 snd 24
ware dvailable, but not the
mintiber of the proceedinpgs of
Nogember 20. He was cerbain
that  the Sesratary-General
would ‘have performed his
tasks correctly, bub he wished
to ask the Bpeaker thak, ab
Jenst in . thel jobure, the
Houee followed the Btanding
Orders and attended to mat=
ters agcording to Standing
Orderss

The issue thal has arisen
here is not whether the Prime
Minister has made an accept-
ahle explanation, The Leader
of the Opposition hue made it
glear that he accepts that eX=
planation. The isgue copcerns
the failure to follow Sianding

Orders that provido clear
directions  concerning  the
recording of proceedings in
parliament. Thisis too serious
s matfer. nob
enguiry by purliameut iteci
g0 that the fair nwme and
authority of parliament ghould
not bo compromised in the
eyes of tha public.

It the amendmant in ques—
tion was not recorded in the
stenographers’ nobee as having
been moved on the [loor of the
Hauée, the omiseion oould
have been detected from apla-
ving of the tape on which the
proceedings of the day had been
recoraed. This i bhe very
pose for which the proceedings
are baped. If is surely in the
{'i-mverumen!.'s own interesta to
find out how the tipe in ques-
tion ecame to be ernsed. I&
ghould sleo find out whether
the tapes of proceedings befora

the 20th of November have
algo been erased- A Seleeh
Cammittes of the House conld
well be appointed to conduel

this inguiry-.
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to demand an ©

o tmulats, and umsuited, moreover, to our naticnalistic
| age. Thay could not serve his turn. '

; imagine it. nay inventit. we may add, thinking of L.R.

 faith satisfied lum-

| stioke

J. R, JAYEWARDENE — A%

. We Saw Him 28 years ago!

(From ‘‘Samasamajist,” -ZSlh August,  1950)

Ourseries (“Lanka’s Men of Destiny’’)
with 4 R J.. for he is the man of tle hour.

begins
Some are

i born sreat sa'd Shukespeare. Our hero indsed had an-

cestors of disuastion bot not of the Kind that he could

‘Some achieve greatness, continued  the Bard! Some :

'Nelther his ancestors’ avoca on'of the

: A B;uPL
‘politically when he adopted a m
himself as the saviour of the Sinhalese,

With the ardent support of political Bhikkos (whom
no one had yet thought of disrobing) & entered the
State Couneil as Mezmber for Kelaniva. But his peliti-
«cal character was as yet undefined. A visit to Gandhi
and Nehru in Jndia brought out a new strain_he spon-
sored the Wardha idea in. Ceylon and olfered a prize
for the best designed National Costume- which he now
Wears.

Intellectually still a restless Bedouin, he pitched his
tent for a time outside the Kremlin gstes as a Friend of
the. Soviets. He even tried out a C.P. — National Con-
eress ¢oalition, believing this the read to greatness. But
when D. S_Senanayake showed him a surer way, he ter-
minated the unholy alliance, and the close of World War
IT saw I R. sprawled beside his new leader at the fect
of a mew deny-Anglo Am ricaa Imperialism. For play-
ing faithful acolyte to the UNP high priests of this:
God. h= wagrewarded in the now Pirliament with the
portfolio of Finance.

it wasin his new role as Minister that J.R.'s imagin-
alion burgeoned. A Wals v Hall Course on "Ecenomics’
introduced him-to the id-a of Planning and nis heait
gave a great bound. Ever since, he his sopared from
Plan to Plan turning Leveridge himself green with envy.

Reality eannot keep pace with his plans,  The time-"
limit ‘of the Six Year Pian was cleacly a mistake. His
jater plans stand outside time and spuce in complclP
the Tuli Employmeat Pian and Cost of
The Colombe Plan was subtzslest ol
Plan'to make a rlan. This bold
Commonwealth Couferenps from

vacuily, as
Living Plan do
ol all, bring just a
saved the
failure!

I. R has established himself as the great man ol
ideas in the Cabinct today.

— Purang Appu

[ SR
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REPRESSION IN IRAN

IN THHR BOILING ecsul-
drom thas s Iranian society
%o-dav, khe Shah’s regime
stands isolated and shuoned
by virtually the entire people,
its chanoes of survival depend-
ing direetly on its continning
ability to unleash tamks, guns
and the assassin’s kaife againat
every stirring of protest. 1k
is difficalt precisely to estimate
the number of men. women
and children who have been
mowed down ou the streets
during the past six monthe; at
the very least, the number
would run ko & few thousands,
Starking from demands for
slementary civil liberties und
democratio vighte, the cam-
paign has developed rapidly
into & great Gide against the
bukoher regime of the Shah
and itz international backers.
The monarch, served by &
molley succession of exeeu-—
. #ioners (oivilian, ‘Tslamic’ and
military), bas tried every des-
picable &rick and manoceuvre
in the book for 6yranis in an
attempst bo skem, or divert, the
people’s npsurge. Verbsl flings
sgainat ‘conspirators’, ‘berrori-
sts’s the ‘foreign hand', and
“Tslamic-Marxiets’: hopeless
attempts to don the garb of a
‘clean’ regime; and wave upon
wave of repression have failed
to provide any relief from the
remorselesss manifestation 3t

the people's anger and hatred.
The Bhah's vainglorious sche-
mes for ‘modernisation”, his
grandiose sconomic and mili-
barigtic plaps, hig grudgiog
and too-late concessions in an
attampt to appear liberal—all
these lie 1n @ shambles. The
polioy of keaping the military
on the move in order to pre=
vent it from being influenced
by the people it is supposed te
wateh over and of sending
goldiers to meet the popular
challenge away from their
native regions cannot work in-
definitely- Instancesof mutiny
bave surfaced eporadically.
although it is boc soon to =ay
that the Shab cannot rely on
the brase hate,

In fack, it is significant that
in & situation whers the
options were naked military
rule or abdication, he chose—
egged on undoubtedly by his
poweriul Westarn backers-the
former course. The new Prime
Minister, Gen. Gholamreza
Azhari, has guite expectedly
sui'paised his predecessors in
the ferocity of repression amnd
in the un-leaghed,
without second thoughs, again=-
at the people: The line of
opening fire on groups of two
or more affer 8 warning shot
ie apparently being carried
out to the letthr. And mean-—

crimes

while, new gections of the
people have been drawn into
the baktle for demoocracy and
the skroggle %o uaproot the
Bhah’s regima. Whereas
previously students and in=
tellectuals appeared to form
the hackbone of the organised
protest movement, now the
initiative has clearly passed
into the hands of the thouns-
ands of workers
girategio secbors.
ction has besn massively
disrnpted by a remarkable
succession of strikes, and the
latest strike of banking emplo=
yees has brought a top-heavy
economy virtuslly to its koees.

in fran's
0il produ-

In this situation, twe blunt
factors continue to deny
millions of the Iranian peopls
& popular and democratic re-
public. The first, of course, is
the Army whose guns, tanks
and planes the Shah has mobi=
lised desperately in hie war
against the people. The second
ig the unabashed military, eoo-
nomic and political support of
the major Western powers,
chiefly the United States,
President Carter's firelessly
advertised campaign for "hu-
man rights” has naturally
fallen well short of recogmia-
ing the juskice behind the

‘Ghbihuﬁ on psge 6)
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“Worst Enemy of
Non-Aligned™”!

Hanoi, November 14:-

“Nhan Dan' today des-
cribes Peking as the worst
enemy of the mnen—Aligned

movement, in 8 eommentary
answering the Chiness at—
tempts to sever Vietnam from
non-Aligned etates.

*“The polikioal degeneration
of the Peking muthorities has
been absolute. Their day fo
day work is directed ab kight-
ening their allronnd relations
with the imperialist counéries
and reactionary forces, and eo-
operating with them to oppoze

the soscialist countries, the
international ravolotionary
movement and peoples now
etruggling for independence,

freedom and socialisk progress-

Az an ally of the imperalists
in the feyerich arms racs, the

+ Chinese authorjéies have be- .
ar prometers,

comte unbridled

a shock foree of counter rave
lution and the most divisive
forea today."”

“Nhan Dan” notes shat,
in the past 10 days, during
visits ko Southeast Asia, somae
of the Peking leaders, in com—
cort with their propaganda
machine at homs, have hurlsd
aguingt the Vietnam-Sovies
Treaty of Friendship and Co—
operation- They have branded
it & military alliance and oon=
centrated their fire on Vietnam,
the Sovies Uniom and the
other socialist countries.

The paper goes on; ' Their
aim is §o dierupé the broaden-
ing of friendly #ies between
Vietnam, and other Southeast
countries. Howaver
during one of these wvisiks.
Peking moade at lemst Shree

Agian

(Comtianed o Fos 5y oreinel

MARGA PUBLICATIONS

Marga Publicatiens which consist of independent research studies undertaken for internmational aed local
organisations, symposia of varioms seminars, and lectures given at evenming discussions are now available

with all leading booksellers and at the Marga In titute, 61, Isipathans Mawatha, Colombo - 5.

Non Formal Education in Sri Lanka 15-00

o Welfare and Growth in Sri Lanka 8-00
o The Co-operative System and Rural
Credit in Sri Lanka 10-00
o The Sinhala Reading Public 5-50
o Youth, Land and Employment 10-00
o Religion and Development in Asian Societies 10-00
o Needs of Children and Adolescents in
: Sri Lanka 10-00
o Instability of an Export Economy

12-50
45-00
37-00

(Gamani Corea)
Hard Cover
Soft Cover

Available shortly

@ Collective Identities, Nationalism and
Protest in Modern Sri Lanka

Edited by Dr. MICHAEL ROBERTS

© A Stody of the Informal Sector of
Colombe City

o A Statistical Survey of Elections to the
Legislatures of Sri Lanka 1911 - 1978

G.P,S.H de SILVA
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Plantations are Ke

Village Problems in

0

|

i B

=

e e

Solving
Counﬁry

Programme of Worker-Peasant Unity Adopted at LSSP Dist. Conference

Tho designation Hill Coun-
try for tha pacby ab presank
includss the Kandy, Nuwnra—
Eliyn and Ma.h.‘e Districls.
The probiems of paissit furm=
ing nre differsnts émmmlly
speaking, “in gach of thesa
Distriots. In the viiliges of
Kandy Distriet paddy eulti=

vation may ba skl gaid to be.

an imporiant ocoupation, with
iho syabam of home-gardans
and alversa cash utbpn alao
pliwmg & oartain rnlﬂ- In the
villages of Nuwmm—ﬂi:}'a
Distrlet the tea  plantations
~wonld apper to be a much
more overpowering factor and
tha  relutionship with the
plantation the ‘indispsnaable

- means -of ‘&lleviating village. absorb more village

'prulﬂems. In M Matale District
ol 'whl’ﬁuiﬁstzlhmpm'
_n.’rga aréas, especi.

&uihfatiou of
zul:‘rifiﬁak In QFn

tanurial mb‘lems (ﬂapamslhr
‘the ande system)  beset tha
cultivator and make impossibla

any increass of tha producti- -

viby of land- Where round-
—tha-year erops like vegetables
soma fruite, flowers efic. are
absence of
organised marketing of this
produes suhjects the cultivator
to the exploitation ‘of the
srader and acié-as a disincen-
_tnra to any expansion of pro-
duction. Where chena crops
liks fobacco and chillies are
coDoerned, the Gaovernment's
policy of fre€ imports, fhe
Caylon Tobacco Company’s
monopoly of cigarette produs—
tion aund the Pektah ring of
chilli traders cheat t.l:e‘_pmdn-
cer and deny him even n fair
price. Secondly, the wvillages
ara hemmed in by the planta-
tions everywhere. Solenp na
the latter were private owned,
tha villages conld neither fiod
house—sises for their expand-
ing population nor make a cage
for better health and education
amenities npor launch vew
productive ventures like dairy
tarming. Now, alter the Lund
Reform, aod especially the
taka—over of the foreign owned
plantabions, tlie possibility ex-
ists of ulilising ths eapitul,
gkilla and slrategic 1mporiance
of tha plantsticns for lifting
up the quulivy of willygge life,

Plantaiions Are Key

The plaotations ure the key
to the galusion of the problems
of the Hill Country. Inclusion

[Extracts froma Resolution of the

annual District Conference of

LSSP Units in the Hill Country which met on 18th November, 19781

of bhe plantations within the

aren of jurisdiction of Lineal
Government  provides tha
opening far plgnﬁiug common
amenities like sohouls, hospis
tals, bousing, roadss traps-
pork, sanitation ste, for both
villaga nnd plantation alike.
The demand for hbouse sites
“tor village people and for cot—
bage type hnusmg instead of
‘the old *'Lines” for planta-
tion  workers points to ths
possibility of planning urban
geftlements for both. The

diversification of plantation

agriculture  will net only
labour
but will enable organisation
of markefing of village erops.
Dairy farming can best bs
organised from plantation
centres. 8mall industry too can

best b introduced thl‘{)l}ﬁ,h

; pUIpOSLs
mln&n the survey of exisi-
ing water courses and their
training and diversicn and tin

storage of water aceaiding to-

plans drawn up fer approp-

riate hill-and-vallay uni's.

Until the nationalisation of
the plantations, it was not

- possible to think in common

terms for plantation and vil-
lage. It was also far-fetohed
to do s#0 while plantation
labour was in its bulk de-
prived of eitizenship righta-
In one sense. tho village
people commenced a pricess of

craching into the plantations.

onder patErbourgeOi- SLEP
leadership immediatel: follow=
ing the Land Reform. fouse
sites were loeated for them in
the very midst of ferlile-tes
fields. Tes wes uprooted in
large areas to permit the
cultivation of
Redident workers™ were dis-
missed in large numbers and
driven ouf of their
Bome plantations were packed
with idle were
organised inte privileg€d mem-
bers of nhogus cooperitives,
under and
destructive 1ofluence the plan-
tation was certain to c’.uliupﬁ.e'

. o
*lines''

hinds who

whose: weight

But thia position has now
changed. Three factors shand
oub in regard to the futures=

() Already pearly 180,
000 plantat
Tadisn crigin

ion workers of

have won

d this

eitizonship rights ¢
figure whlkeep inereasin

chens crops. -

(i)

pumbers «f Inbonr resid

Creontar and greanter

iog in the villuges nre now
warking a= regular emplos
¥ees on Lbe plavbitions
and they congtitute an
average-of 25 per eant or

more of the work foree.

(iit) As s eonsequenea of
nationalisaiion the idec-
logy of large private prec-
perty in the plantationa
has been gravely under-
mined. The question of

fo whom the plantations
balong has not, for undey-

— standahle reasonss been
adequately answered by
sither the SLEF or the

~ UNP. The SLEP tried to
get  up bthe peasantry
ngaingt the plu.nliat.ién
‘workers i_'nﬂ'_c_ing fihem

~ to be Kat the Fton
. and rubber lands wera
" now their (i e. peasant)
property, for purely
damuagogioc considerations.
The UNP asserls tha
ownarship of the planta-
“ticns by an -almighty
state, despife the intense
desire of its leaders to
return them o private
hande. The UNP leaders
but equiveocate delibera-
tely on the sgubject of
whom the state repres-
ents. An opening exists
for mobilisation of the
masses behind the pro-
clanation that the nation-
alised estates holong to
the people, both woikers
and pensants. who live

and work on oOr mear
them:
Campaign Against
Evictions
The opporbunity  exists

the first time for
bringing
workers

today for
campaigiog for and
about the uniby of
and penssnts through unibed
of planta=
villaga poa-
sants in furtherance of their
The evicticn

ackion on tlie part
tion workers and

apeCifio demnnds-

of vast numbers of villngers
who came iota  ocecupation of
plantation  land under the
Land Reform duriog & hee
lifotime of the previoug
Govarnment hug revenled the
tyue fice of the UNE uws an
appressor and exploiler of the
ey, dispite its pretenca
hampioning  their rights.
Fvan whore the evictegs hava

evickeas.

(insbitutional .machinory that

regained their land by
process, they ecannot
proteet them

legnl
veally
againgt land-
grabbers and 1huge enjoyving
the TINP MP's  patronsge.
axcept with the wssistance of
the workiers on the planbations
bellh Tamil  and  Sinhala,
Loone area ut least, in Naswale
BLibive, L ha
neightiouy

warkers of s
ug plantabion buve
pledged their support to these
Purgued with
foresight and properly organi-
seds the LESP enn it ouly
generate powoi ful stugules in
the Hill Country, but ean also
unite plantation warkers and
village eultivators in a tidal
wave of class atugples bhat
will engulf the entive eountry«

Tham_ propagation. not to
speak of implementation of any
pregramineg on bhe foregoing

lines will immediately snconn- |
ter the all ouk opposibion of

tho District Minkters snd the

they head. Thase District
Ministars do not reprosent a
demoaratisation of tha state
apperatus or an ettempt to
promote  the planning of
economic aghivity on regional
or loeal levels or an athemot to
asgoointe the peopie with the
management of adminis‘rative
affaira. Theea Distriet Minists

1ies ponsbitube & further invas-

ion of the powers of parlia=
ment; an appointment of Presi-
dential ves-men as vegional

governore, the erection of n
Party wvested intersst within
the digtrivt administéative

machine and tha lsgitimisation
of an iostrument for the distri=
bution. of state funds as
pabrouuge amongtha velativas,
friends and hangers on of the
District bosses of the upited
National Party. It is organized
and legisimised discrimination
against thoge who do put be-
long to cr who oppose the GNF
In  kha nkijisation
of stube funde and stnte servis
(E

webifeary

Discrimination &
Victimisation

The fight ngainst politioal

1 and vietimisat-
the immediate
gantra on  the

s in the Hill

disgriniinnbif
ion will, in
period ahead,
following di mands
Country:=

{') halling of
the evictions of cultivators fream

Immediste

lands which were allotbed to
them by the previous Govern-
ment under the Lind Heform

and the regebblempnt of all

i

“and class forces

thoss who hLaye already bean

80 evitted on  thaip formay
heldings.
2)  Immedine laltiog of

the procees of dicmizgn], inge-
dickion without eages
obher forms of v
of employers of
Departmente. Slale @ rpora=
tions™ and Cooperatives, and
the withdrawal ¢l ek nrdess
ag have alveady heen prEeed in
regard koo then,

and
Himisation
Goverement

(8) Berapping &0 bthe Jub
Bank system and the filliog of
all vacancies in Government
Departmints, Stata ‘Corpora-
tion and Baurds and Cooper=
ativesby open and fair recruit=
ment procedures that are fres

from political bias and beaed
on merib. :

(4) Payment of the Un-
employment Allowance ~ of
Rs- 50/- per month to all un=
employed men and 5

(5) Dlatrmﬁ ﬁevelﬁﬁm'
Councils, duectly elected Hr
the peopls, to ba placed in
ehrrge of the drawing up and
implementation of Develop—
ment plang in the Distriet in
coneultation with organized
bodies of workers, Gnrtwslinr!.
specialists and academisiang.

The implemsntation of &
programne suCh as has been
sal out above caniot be
effactively done by the Lanke
Sama Ermajn Parby acting by
itsalf.  The widest possible -
mebiiieativs of eil ideclogieal
attuned to
such a programuoa  will alone
ba eapable of producing satisf~
aviory resulis. Immedintelys
therefors, the entira foress of
the United Left Frons in the
Hill Qountry must be thrown
into the preparation of this
platform, The ULF must pay
speeinl attention o winning
tlia youth and militants of the
CWC and SLFP 1o is supporks
Discussion of the politioal,
economic and  social implicat=
jons of this progremme mus' b a
organiced on the widest hus s
in trads unions, universibties,
other edusational inetitutions,
sgricaltural researeh insbitu-=
tions and plantation bediess -

enginearing institutions ete.
The L3EP, for its part, musk
puy  speeinl  attention ta
training an adeguately equip®
ped cadre for

this task:

carrying ocuk
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Colonisation or Cooperative Farming?

A Note on Agriculture in the Dry Zone

( This arklole by bthe late
Prof. Benaka Bibile was origi*
nally publiehed in "“Bamashma”
fi;h e ‘c_l_l_gh January, 1959.)

- —in

Agriculbural scientista have
repeatedly criticised the pre”
senb colonisation programme
of the MEP which they in-
herited from the UNP. Tha
oriticism stems from the
teohnical problems of agricul-

. bure which they have studied
in the dry =zone: Thege may
bs summarvised as follows:-

1. Thedry zone consists of
similar river valleys made
up of shallow basins.

2. The pature of the bed
roek is such that thers
.are no large supplies of
subtarranean water, Eo
that the ground water
layer that is built up dur=
ing the intense rainfall
from October to January
disappears during the sub-
sequent dry seasoo.

3. Within each basin thers
are thres or four defined
Iand clasges and soil types,
each one suitable for a
epecific Eype of erop only.
These land olasess are dis-
‘4ributed in & concenfrio
manner from the cresk

— of the hill to the vallay
in each basio. 3

The conolusion is that a

diversified pattern of agri-
culture is necesaary within
each basin. The hottom of the
bagin is irrignble and suitable
part

for rice- The topmost

of the brein, which comprises
about & third of the unirrig-
able area, is suitable for arable
orops like cobkton, maize,
ground nut; dhal and chillies.
The intermediate part of the
basin, which comprizea about
two-thirds of the unirrigable
ares, ig ideal for pasture. This
would leave a mnsrrow sbrip
batween the irrigable and un=
of the basin

for siting bomesteads.

irrigable parts

It is estimated that land
available for agricultural de-
velopment in ihe
is 930,000 acres as irrigable
land, '__1-8 million acres for
pasture land, 900,000 acres
for arable erops and 132,000
aoresfor homesteads.

dry zone

What conclusions are fto
be drawn from the fore
going ?

The first is that colonisation
schemes have iguored the
existence of land classes

suitahle to one land claes
or another. The result has
heen a costly failure with

great suffering for the
coloniste.
The second is that this

goientific advice musk be
ligtened to without delay if
we ave not to pour further
wasteful millions of Govern.
ment moneY into ecolonipa~
tion schemes. This would
mean that each busin (50
to 200 acres in extent) ehould
be worked as = single unit
with the pattern of agricul-
ture determined by the phy-
sieal charnoteristios.

vabion messures which must
be applied to the basin a8 &
whole if it is going to be
euceessiul.

It is ohvions that thess
tasks are possible, not onthe
basia of aliepating land fo
individual peasant colonists,
but on the working of each
basin as & unit on tha basis of
coonperakive or ecolleckive own=
ership and a divigion of labour
amongst  them. Moreover,
this would ensble the intro-
duation of mechanisation to
agrigulturs wherever possibls
and thus bring modern tech=-
nigue %o the land- A progres-
sive leap of this uature is
imposeible #o long as colo—

by

SENAKE BIBILE

The principal fasks would
be the growth of pastures
and the maintenance of
onttle which would contri-
bute to the most economically
productive uee of the land, the
organised cultivation of arable
sirips, the working the
antire area and carrying out
the tillage operations which
haye to be complsted within
a very narrow time interyal
for the maximum exploitation
of the soil and, not least,

of

and practised agricultur othd adoption of soil conser—

nigation perpetuates primikive
technigues and habits.

The peasant colonists, like
all pesants, remain poor from
the beginning o the end, pro-
dueing eo little that they de
pot even produse encugh
food for the peasantry ibsell.
Hood must ba imported to
feed them. BEduoations health
and communications have to
be provided for them. Almosb
all of this financed from the
surplus wealth created by the
workere on tea, rubber and

ezample and it is wlso

coconnt estates. The appliea=
tion of modern technigue and
higher productiviby would nok
only enable a higher standard
of liying but would enabls
them to make their contri-
bution &o social services in
the couree of time-

What is it that holds back
the introduction of thesa
progressive measnrea? The
gnawer is to be fbund in
politieca @#nd in the social
gystem that the TNP and
MEP perpetuste. The agri-
cultural soientist will have
to wait untilla Samasamajs
Government brings feuda-
lism to an end and with
that the primitive methods
snd poverty of the pessant
-and the colonisk.

The working of larga soale
tarme would be an integral

- part of Samasamaja planniog,

without whiesh the modern
forces of production would
find no application. The link
batwesn the agricultural prob-
leme discussed here and the
Samasamaja progremme for
nationalisation of tha deoigive

gectors of our economy isthat

capital nocessary for [large
scale agriculiure can coms
prineipally from the nation—
alisationg. That is just one
an
example of the manper in
which the estate worker and
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The Second Budget of the UNP Govt-l

— Christmas for the Capitalists!

BY
N. M. PERERA

ﬂn#he 15:h of November,
1&?}3. Mr. Ronunie de Mel
introduced his second budget
on babalf of the UNP Govern-

ment. In the third quarber of
ihe 20th cenbury, few count-
riegin the world would be
prapared fo pay poojs bo the
‘oapitalists 5o brazenly and so
’ shamelessly as Ronnie de Mael
: lm; ona in this bndget spesch
of his. Most Governments
~ bave iﬂllheﬂ their back on
" laissez-faire papitalism that was

‘g0 fashionable in the early
period of industrial expansion-
Capitalisi enterprises have

been hedged in by all manver

of confrols and restrictions
- severaly li limitiog the free play

~ of forces whieli prevailed even
in the first quarter of the 20th
eentury-

I_i is, therefore, an astound -
':':iorfoi‘mmu for the Finan-

comes a man who uhto
28 1971 had no eompunction
in delivering a scathing tirade
against the inignities of capita-
list exploitation. He found
* litgle comfort in - the lack of
full=blooded socialism in the
propossls of the then Finance
Minister. Let us refresh his
' memOry which  obviously
raquires an intensive course in
Pelmanism.

RONNIE'S
SOMERSAULT

On the 10tk of November,
1971, on the second reading
of the budget lnl‘.rcﬂnmd by
‘me, Mr. Ronnie de Mel waxed
eloguent:- .

“In the inbereste of
gecieby nationalise impork
and expork husinesses;
take ovar to the skate the
gem business; nationalise
finance companies and
other monopalies. If this
is not dons what 18 likely
to happen is the building
of a new capitalism in the
name of socialism.””

And again:

I have no confidenca in
private enterprize. When
we consider the perform-
anca of private enterprise
during the lagt 24 years ib
ia not possible to place
sny conlidegee in ifi-"

Ha objected to indiscriminate
imperte:

‘“We heve all the facilic
fies and opporbunities in

the conubiry for the dave-
lopment of agiisulture,
industry, [isherigs
building nonstruction. We
gan develop these with-
out getting any speoial
help from foreign count-
ries."'

or

A _i:uarlon ig entitled fio
change his opinion, the more
go when he becomes the Minis-
ter of Finance: But there must
be some decenecy in this- He
must forswear his past; confess
to the transformution in his
thinking brought about as a re=
sultof cirsumatances. But it is
nofl proper to a person who has
risen to soch eminence to
pretend asif he has been a
paragon of virtucus consis=
temey tbroughout his life.

Teo quote his own woids:-

“Digtortionary and disrup-

tive policies bad hrought

this ‘egonomy as @ Whols

 tom grinding halt. Tea

Rnhber and coaonub were .

in the doldrums Indus=
tries were in
Transpork services were
in shambles: The proli=
feration of subsidies and
publicised monopolies en-
couraged s pernicious pro-
digaliby. Inefficiency, mis
management and corrnp-
tion sfalk the land. This
is exactly what bappened
$o our economy bebtween
1970-1977."”

ruios

So says Mr. Ronnie de Mel.
He was a member of fthe
Government Party till he
crogsed fbe floor in 1976,
He was a vosiferous member.
He was not & silent recluse.
He had much lo say, a8 you
would have noted shove, aboub
tha evils of the exploitative
oapitalist system, now
without 8o much as an excuse
he dons the garmenf of a
Simon Pure. Itis the dis~
gusting hypoerisy of & shame-
less turn— coat thab must of-
fend the finer insbincts of every
man to whom personal probiby
is mora valuable than high
office- One is nob surprised,
therefore, that like all political
turn-coats, he has a sfock of
many hued coats which he
sporbs to mateh eyery change
of the politiesl Only
fools spit looking up towards
the sky.

and

wind.

Of course, this bhudget
gpeech of Ronnie de Mel is a
refreshing to fthe
Katbtadiys performance of his
firat budget. He then fried to

contiaet

~
mount

_caver the trus

exoreise the demwon ealled Mrs,

Sirima Bandaranaike and expe!
the devil ealled Duen. It fsn
relief that Eis proclivity to
pravea about dike a dancing

dervish has ceased and he Lns
advanced bo political mobriety
after 12 months of ministerial
life. Bus his other habite liks
lagk of frankness, the failure
to ba direct, the utilisation of
round-about expresgiovefanta-
to prevaricatione;
these and obther blemiches
continus. The woret of these
blemighes is the afttempf to
intent of the
tazation prop-sals by praten-
ding that they ara directed
towards fihe amelioration of
the lower and middle clusses.
In this article, therafore. it is
propoged to sxamine the real
beneficaries of these taxation
proposals, inclusive of the
pre-budget proposals-

Fifty Rupee Increase

The most talked of propo-
sal in the budget has been
the salyry and wage inerease
of 10 per cent to government
servante, Tiocal Governmant
servants and peosioners, in-
oluding Widows and QOrphans’
Penszioners. Nobody is to deb
less than Iis. 50/~ ‘his in—
creass is on the consolidated
galary or wage of a Govern-
ment  gervanf. Goveroment
servants who receive & salary
of Bs. 1000/~ and more wonld,
therefore, get s mueh higher
increase in salary than the
vast majority of the worker
and lower grade. This is nof,

_therefore, a progressive relief.
The higherthe salary the grea-

ter the benefit. The proposal
ig: therefore, regressive in its
incidence. It will he remem-
bered that when the previous
government granted salary and
wage incroages, nobody
drawing a salary of Rs. 800/-
and more benefited by the in=
crease. The inerense wWas con=
fined to those earning below
Rg. 800/- = month.

In the background of a sky
-yooketting cost of living, bhe
Ra. 50/- increase to which tbe
vast majority of the wage
earners would he entitled conld
ganrcely be considered o greak
boon. When we consider the
ineidental benefits that follow

other wage und galary increa=
geg, i W /i1l ba noted thab those
glabs will be

earning highet

tha greabest beneficiaries.
Theseinclude higher travelling,
subsistence sllowances; 8o also
housing The
higher the salaries the higger
these allowances will he.
The vast majority of the
WHES 8AImers will get a little

allowances-

more or no benefit ab all.

There ia much loods tnlk
about the application of thesa
inorentes to employees ol the

public corporations and Ghose

in tha private sector. Minie-
fors like BMr. Athuluthmudali
do not geem to have followed

the ap
the Minister of Fionnco.

igeh of hisown collengue
Une
would have expected them to
have earefully read the speech
béfore they participated in the
the budget. But
they do nob geem to have done
Mr. Ropnie da Mel the cour-
tesy of earefully reading his
epesch and undsrstanding his
considered proposals: On page
38 he hag made it abundantly
clear that there is no aufomas
tie increase im salaries for
those in public corporhitions
and the private gector. What
he has afforded the public
servants would form the basic

debate on

_guide linés for wapge adjust-

ments’ in the corporatica and
the private sectors. He has
elaborated thig point and has
gone on fo poist cub that;=

"“dilferent gectore and tra-
des have different wage
structures. And thereis
& variakion in the capacity
of an employer to pay in-
ereased wager. Any across
—fhe-board increase wil]
complicate the wage strue-

ture im thesa gechors.
Henea: I propose o leava
ths determination  of

wages in these seciors to-

the existing wage fizing
machinery and colleetive
bergaining process with a
guide line that the total
wage increase should not
exceed an upper limif of
10 per cent.”

Therefors, those who glibly
talk of inereases of wages fo
millions should be advised to
digest carefully the implica—
tions of ths proposal of the
Minister of Finance.
means that Corporations thab
can afford to pay iocresses
would do so. Others will
not be compalled aud the pri-
vate sector will fall back upon
gollective  bargaining and,
therefors, existing agreements
which provide for the indexa—
tion of wages will govern the
wage bargaining in thia sector.

Generosity to Affiuent

The benefita to the ealaried
class do not terminate with
s more inerease of 10 per eenk
of increased allowances: All
those drawing salaries of fhou=
gands of rupeen and more will
obtain » substantial relief.
The fires Bs. 12,000 or their
income will be iree eof fax and
if hig wife is. earning & com-—
menpurate salary of Re: 1000/=
a month, their femily income
will be Rs: 24,000 a month
free of any tax. If they have
any children over 18 yenra of
nge, it would not be diffienlt
to arrango a family income in
guch @ way as to add ancther
Re: 12,000/~ wt least to the

This *

tax froe bage. It weuid, there-
fore, o asen thut the hensfi=
ciities ara those in the high
income hracketa. This tax re-
liet covers not merely the
employees but all tax payergs

Theso reliefs have been
extanded further. Various par-
tial reiisfs provided on life
insuranee and annuitys policies
approved donations to Govern~
ment or Loeal Government
ingtitubione hava now been
lumped together and all pay-
ments and  investments on
approved provident funde, life
insurance policies and medical
insuranee, Full relief will be
granted for all these only sub—
jeot to the over-all limitation
that the tobal of thess reduc—
tions must nof exceed one-third
of his or her assessable income-
This reduction will include
inveskment relief for housing
subjack to the over-all limit
of one-third cf the assessabla
ingome. Housing loans can be
deducted for income taxz pur—
poses- This relief covers also
the purchase of & house or one
sita for tha consbruction of &
house, In the cass of donations
to Government and Loeal
Government institutions and
expondifure on approved Go-
vernment projects there ig nok
even an upper limit of one=
third of the assessabie income,
The foll amount ig deductible
&8 tax reliefs

Me. Ronnie de Mel has beasn
very generous to the affluent
gachor. Interest aceruing
from the savings deposited in
the National Savings Bank is
pxempt from bax to fhe btune
of one-third of the inferest
received by any individoal.
The mazimum that can be re- -
caiqu as exempt income ii
Rre: 2000/~ per individual. I§
does not require moch imagi=
nation to visualise who are the
depositors of big sums of
meney in the Nabional Savings
Banl-

No Use for Income Tax

The public servants are in=
deed o very pampared lot. In
addition to all the benglits
and exemptions that have been

grapted to them all publie

garvants are to be freed from
incomes tax on Gheir official
public service emoluments with
affect from the year of assess=
ment 1979-1980. This conces—
gion will apply to judges, em-
ployees of publis corporations,
statubory boardsfuniversities,
Lioesl Government service®
and pensioners of any of these
employments. It is soarcely
neneseary to point out that the
income tax payving employess
belong overhelmingly to the
upper echelons of the publie
peryies. Onae begins to wonder
how many income tax payers

(Continued on Page 10)
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Human Rights in Sri Lanka
= A Brief Review

(Issued by the Civil Rights Movement)

. On the 30th soviversary of
the® Universal Declaration of
Human Rights it is appropriate
to take stock eoberly of our
country's record in this field.
Compared  to many third
world countries we are indeed
torkunate. This is however no
- ground for complacency. The
question that should coneern
us isnot how much worse off
othars are elsswhers, but what
room there is for improve-
ment in our own country.

The advent to power of the
present Government in July
last year was followed by
two outhreaks of violenes.
?&Ih—elaotion violence is mo
new phenomencn; what is
alarming is that it seems worse
after each succassive slection.
This could, if uncheoked, to-
fally negate the democratic
process. Soon alter, came the
the communal disturbances.
‘Tha Government, whose ros=
ponsibility it is o ensure that
all pergons in Sri Laska can
live without faar, irrespective
of ﬂw,: political allegiancee,
‘ethni um or raligion, took
bosh events sericusly and cot-
rectly instituted ingniries into
bhaie cause. The work of tha
Commission on the communal
bronbles is seen to prograss
with diligence. Littla has
been hesrd of the other so far.
§hough it is understood thet
many thousands of represent—
ations were received by the
one man commibtee appointed
6o look into the post election
incidents.

The Government was quick
to repeal the Criminal Justice
Commigsions Act and the lix-
change Control (Amendment)
Act which had corrupted the
adminisfration of justice and
led fo the ill treatment of
suspaets. There were also im-
nawe improvements in the

. nental rights pesition in

ant

l s new Constitution of 1078; '

these inelude the introduction
for the first time of protection
against terture of other eruel
inbuman or degrading treat-
ment or punichment, the right
to be informed of reason for
-arrest, the right to produc—
#i0n hefore a Court alter arrest,
fhe right to fair rial and legal
representation, the presump-
tion of innocenee, the prohibi-
kion of ratro-ackive penal legis-
lation, and the sbolition of
§he proviso which permifted
discrimination on grounds of

#e%s Another praize — worthy

i -
ven=

new provigion extends the
efiit of fundamentat righte to
phateless persons legally resi-
dent in Bri Lsnka instead of
limiting them to citizens. The

pew Constitution algo grants

unprecendented

cortain  pecessary language
rights to the Tamil speaking

paople:
Old Problems Unabated

However, many obvious fur-
ther steps remain to be taken
while gaveral old problems re-
main unabated. The Interpre-
tation (Amendment)' Act so
strongly eriticised when it
was passed in 1979, remains
unrepealed aod continues to
frustrate the injured subjeot

* who'seeks legal redress againgt

misuge of Governmental power.,
The Press Council (aow mann~
ed by nominees of the present
Government) continues funes
tioning under the same, una-
mended law, which was conde-
mped with equal vehemence
when it was passed after
geveral hisboric and heated
battles in 1972 and 1973. The
Government controllad mass
media -both newspapera and
radie. —are as eyoophantic
towards their new magters
a8 =am they wera towards
the old, and are as great a
travesty of lreedom of infor-
majion and expression, whila.
regort  hag
been made fo fthe law of
Parliamentary privilege against
journaliste. Corporal punigh-
ment remaing on our statute
book (though we are glad 'that
the proposal to re=introduca
the “cat’ was dropped).

Though Parlinmentary con~
tral of resort to
Sscurity Ordinance has been
sirengihened, no adequate
measires have been taken to
aontrol fhe possible content of
emergeney regulatione or to
preclude & repetition of the
grogg ahuses that have taken
places in the past and could be
repeated under such regula-
tions. The "escape clauses’
and resfrictions on fundamen=
tal rights in the Constitution
remain wide- The protection
of exieting laws even if in-
consistent, and the perpetua-
tion of the prohibition on
challenging a Bill onceit has
become law, make the provi®
on fundamental rights
in the naw Couostilution as in-
effective as under the 1972
Constitution. The  Present
Government regrettably emu-
laties its predscessor in its fra-
"urgent’’ legis-
mntbers of no

slons

quent regort o
lation on
apparent urgeney, thus preclu=-

ding public debate on many
important Bille- An accept-
ahble long term accord with
the Tamil epeaking people
abill remaing to bhe pursued
and schieved. The indepen-
dent machinery long cam-

paigned for by CRM to investi
gate complainis mgainst the

the Public -

police has not
while police
deaths in
confinue.

materialised
brutality and
police  atations

New Problems Created

While these past problems,
to whose existence ORM has
often drawn aftention sonti-
onue, new problems have also
been created. Provisions un-
accaphable from a civil rights
point of view are to be found
in much reeent legislation: in
the Prosoription of Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam Law,
the Criminal Prosedure (Spe-
cial Provision) Law, the Loeal
Government ( Imposition of
Civil Disabilities) Law, the
Parliament (Powers and Pri=
vileges)(Amendment) Law, the
Special Presidential Commies-
iong of Inquiry Law, and the
Universities Aets On most of
these issues ORM has igsued
detailed eriticisms-

As regards the Presidential
Commigsions of Inquiry Law,
one of the very reasons for
CRM’s existence into keep a
vigilant eye on the mse of
governmental power; we whole
~heartedly agree that the
people hawe the right to know
how those to whom &hey
entrusted power actuslly used
it- At the same bime esertain
basic safeguards must ba ac-

corded to any accusad POreons.
C.R.M. therefore acpecially
regrete the existence of seve-
ral unsatisfactory features of
the Bpecial Presidents] Com-
miggiona of Inguiry Law which
musk defrack from the value of
the finding of any Commis-
sion appointed under it. It is
also regrettable that while tha
Commission probes past
abuses with zest, no provision
has been made to investigate
the numerous allegations of
polibical victimisation by the
present Government — includ-
ing many claims of poor per-
song being deprived of their
livelihood —that have coma to
the Movement’s notice, and
violence uged to intimidate
workers on strike.

With regard to the Univer-
sity, we have been concerned
about infringement of acade-
mie freedom such as inter-
dietions, refusal of permission
‘to travel abroad and arbitrary

transfers of lacturers as well .

a8 political transfers of admi-
nistrative staff of the Univer-
sity, and viclence against
etndents. We regret that
eertain claugeg in the Univer-
eify Act — such as those
refusing the Student Union
permigsion te be affiliated &o
any ofther organisation, and
the arbitrary powers to dis-
solve the 'Student Unions
granted to the heads of Higher
Education Institutions — are
againgt f{undamenval rights
granted under the Consbitu-
tion. We are also concernsd
that the Government has
recently made, witheut proper
inguiry, allegations of favou-

ritism by Tamil examiners and
that corbuin acndemics have
given sbatements on thig isaue,
which can bo nged to provoke
communal unreast.

Remedy Defects

Mention must slso be made
of several undemperatio featu-
res of the new Constitution,
notably thoss relating to
foreign treaties, and guaran-
tees to foreign investment, the
abolition of by-elections even
a8 regards the present Parlia-
menty (which was slected on
a dilferent representational
basis), and the provision that
judges were deemed to go out
of office automatically with
the coming into fores of the
new Oonstitution. Security of
tenure for judges is the corner-
stone of judicial independence.
Yeb the recent ‘reconstitution’
of the Courts resnlted in eighk
new faces on the Supreme
Court, the Uourt of Appesl
and the High Court, while no
less than thirteen former
judges were not reappointed.

CRM urges the Gover-
nment te commemorate the
30th anniversary of the Uni-
vorsal Declaration of ‘Human
Rights in a meaningful way
by remedying the varicus
defecte referred o above,
and alse by becoming a party
to the U.N- Covenan§ on
Civil and Political Rights and
its Optional Protocol: CRM
sspures ' the Goveroment of
its fullest co-operation in
implementing the provisions
of this Covenant in B8ri
Lanka.
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“Worst Enemy of Non-Aligned !

(Continued from page 2)

grrors; Lauding the forees
disliked by the bost comniries,
lecturing the hosts and grossly
insulting the latter's friends-

‘“The Chinese authorities
have also taken divisive and
provocative measures against
the Non-Aligned eountries.
Chinese propaganda claims
that Vietnam has entered into
a military alliance with the
Soviet Union and is no longer
a Non-Aligned ecountry. To
sabotage the national indepen-
dence movement and divide
the non-Aligned nationsis »

major policy of the Chinese
suthorities'",
"“Nhan Dan "' peints out

that Peking's alliance with
reactionaries such as PinocChet,
HRobarto Holden and Mobubn
and ite hostility to Angola,
Vietnam and Cuba, staunch
militants of the non-Aligned
movement — have meb world
- wide sondemnation.

The paper goes on: * Peking
hng stopped at nothing in its
attempt to alienate Vietnam
from the non-Aligned move-
ment. At the recent Belgrade
Conference, Peking used Pol

Pot’s agents and other ele-
ments in ®n unsuccessful at-
tempt to $orn the meeting
inte an anki-Viebnam and
anti-Cuba forum.

‘* Ak present, they are con-
tiouing in the same direetion
with the intention fo convince
the non-Aligned countries
that Viet-Nam is no longer
a member of the non-Aligned
bloc. Bnt the facts of the
makter cannet be disputed.
Vietnam han consistently re—
mained & militant in the fight
againat imperialiem and hege-
moniem of all colours, parbi=

cularly Chinese hegemenism
The Chinese rulsre have en-
tered into all sorts of alliances
with the imperialists and the
worst reastionary forces-

'* At the same time, they are
trying to arcuse hostilify te
the solidarity of revelutionary
forces and ko woo third-world
countries, while styling them-
selves a member of the third
world"".

** As far as the non-Aligned
ceuntries are comcerned, the
Chinese leaders — saboteurs
and provocateurs — are their
worst enemy. Rub their prove=
cative schemes will fail, just
as they did in the past’,
‘Nhan Dan’ says.

REPRESSION

( Continued fyom page 3 }
popular voices demanding de=
mocracy and sociad justice in
Iran; he hag in no uncertain
manner indicated that [.8.
strategic interests demand all
-out support to the Shah.
Suech stances have, over an
extended period, been of a
piece with American srategioc
policy in relation to brutal and
anti-demoecratic regimes such
as those seen today in Chile,
Beazil, Nisaragua, Saudi Ara-
bin and o on — nof to men-
tion either the earlier sxperi-
snon with the Kys and Thiens
of South Vietnam or the con-
tinuing links with the apart-
heid regimes of South Afriea
and Bbhodesia. And, if any-

IN JAPAN

thing, the position articulated
by the Gevernment of the
United Kingdem, mnotably
through its Foreign Seoretary
Dr. David Owen, has surpas—
sed Ameriean policy on Iran in
its oynicism. One hopes that
ab least mow, after so muoh
has happened, the Govern-
ment of India will shed ifs
illusions about profiting from
closer connections with the
Shah's regime and adjust its
political outlock and ikts econo-
mic plans (notably its il
supply plans) to ao Iranian
reality that is radically diffa=
rank from what it used to be a
year ago.

—Editorial in ‘HINDU’
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Declaration of Human Rights and Reality

| by
MIKHAIL STROGOVICH

( Corresponding Member, USSR Academy of Sciences )

Thirty years ago, on December 10, 1948, the UN

General

Assembly adopted the Universal

Decluration of Human Rights. That demo-
cratic and humane legal document condemn-
ed racial, national and religious oppression
and said that it was the sacred duty of
gtate to protects the rights of the person.

To see the role and signi=
ficance of the Universal Dec-
laration of 1948 in true
perspective, it should, I think,
be compared with other acts
on human rights known in

_ history.

English Magna Carta of
1215 sends its feeble light
from the hoary past. Itis not
in fact & declaration of
human rights- in the full
sense of the word, for it con-
tains only concessions to
feudal owners, concessions
that King John Lackland
had to make to them.
Although the vietory over
him was achieved with the

" help of peasants and thg town

poor, it was the feudals who
reaped the fruits.

The Ffirst declaration of
rights in the dircct sense was
the American Declaration o
Independence in the USA,
adoptedin 1776 As Frederick
Engels stressed, the USA
“iwas founded by petty bour-
geoigard peasants who' fled
from Buropean feudalism.”

" And again the results of the

victory won by the colonies,
population over the melropo-
fitan country were used not
by broad masses of the
people, but by the ruling
exploiter circles, which fact
incidentally, was reflected in
the De:laration of Indepen-
dence. A pointto note: the
country retained Negro
slavery.

Of int:rnational Trepute is
the Declaration «f the Rights
of Man and of ihe Citizen
adopied on August 26, 1759
by the Natona: Asiembly of
revolutionary France, It pro-
claimed the ‘*patural, inalie-
oable and sacred rights of
man’ such as ‘freedom, pro-
perty, security and resistance
to violence.’ This is what it
said, for example, about pro-
perty; 'Since property is an
inalienable and sacred right,
po one can be deprived of it
otherwise than 1r the event of
undoubted public need esiab-

“lished by law and on condi-

ion that a just and prior
compensation is  given.’'
(Article 17) At the same time
not a word is said in the
Declaration about the rights
and interests of those who
have no property, no finan-
cial means and live by their
work only. :

Although different in time
and form, these three national
cgal acis share one common
feature: each of them was the
result of strupgie by popular
masses, while the interests of
the working people were not
protected by them.

First International
Deciaration

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights approved
by the UN in 1948, is of anm
entirely different nature. It
is history’s first international
document of this kind, one
which moreover proclaimed a
greater number of personal
rights and freedoms than has
been done by any of the pre-
vious declarations. It appear-
ed as a result of the sitvation
created in the werld by the
Second World War.

1948. The bloodiest batile
in the history of mankind had
just ended in the defeat of
Nazi Germany and militarist
Japan. New socialist coun-
tries were appearing on the
political map of the world.
The working class and all
working people in 1he capi-
talis countries began stepping
up their movement..,

The need to adopt an in=
ternational act of human rig=
hts matured in the broadest
sections of the popular masses
that suffered enormously from
fascist atrocities. At the same
time the imperialist quarters
no looger had the former
possibilities of imposing their
will on the peoples. Their
policy came up against the
existence not only of the
USSR, but also of other

ountries that chose the
c

socialist way of- development,
against the growing move-
ment of the working class and
its vanguard — the Com-
munist and Workers Parties,

Two trends clashed bet-
ween themselves as the Decl-
aration was drafted, The first
was led by the Soviet Union
which advocuted an interna-
tional document reflecting the
interests of the working peo.
ple and guaranteeing their
rights. The other was repre-
sented mainly by the USA
which sought to make the
new legal act similar to pre-
vious declarations. The sub-
stance of that side’s desire
could be sammed up as fo'l-
ows: proclamation of rights
yes, their guaranteeing, no!

Incidentally, the proclama -
tion proper of rights, especi-
ally social and economic
ones, was bitterly resisted.
The USA, for example, addu-
ced the following argument
against including into the
Deelarationthe right to work,
to.social mainienance and to
frec medical care: if these
duties are shonldered by the
state, society will feel free
from exercising them, In
other words, the idea was to
eave the solution of the
question concerning granting
such rights to the ruling
public circles and to an exte—
nt to which they would consi-
der it possible.

The world community,
however, expressed itself in
favour of writing major dem-
ocratic principles into the
Deeclaration, which records
the right of every person to
life, freedom and personal
inviolibility, the equality of
all before the law, theright to
freedom of thought, consci-
ence and religion, to freedom
of assembly and association,

the right to work, to just and

favourable working condi-
tions, to protection against
unemployment efc.

No Guarantees

These are very important
rights, aren’t they? But unfor-
tunately, the text of the De-
claration offers in fact no
guarantecs for them, either
economic or juridical.

When the UN General
Assembly discussed the draft
the Soviet Union proposed
that the final article of the
documeng should read: 'The
rights and fundamental liber-
ties of citizens listed in this
Declaration are ensured by
laws of rtates. Any violations
or restrictions of these rights,
direct or indirect, are a bre-

ach of this Declaratisn and
incompatible with ths noble
principles proclaimed in the
Charter of the United Nati-
©ons." But duz to pressure
from the USA and some
other Western countries these
amendments were not accep-
ted. Th2 Declaration was
proclaimed asa ‘task to be
sought by all pzoples and all
states,"

And still, for all its i nited
nature, the Universal Decla-
ration of 1948 is a major pro-
gressive international lesal
act. By proclaiming the noble
principles of human rights
and calling upon all states to
observe them, it helps to
democratise the ‘status of life"
in the world. to facilitate the
popular struggle against all
forms of tyranny, against
economic, social and national
oppression.

What is more,in accordance

with the Declaration the UN
General Assembly passed in-
1956 twy docamants of great
practical  significance: the
International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultur-
al Rights and the Internation-
al Covenant om Civil and
Political Rights. The two
covenants oblige the countries
that have ratified them to
bring their internal legislation
in line with the international
standards.

The Soviet Union® was the
first-among ths great powers
to ratify these documents The
USA, on the other hand, has
to this day not acceded to the
govenants, and of other 17
international agreements on
human rights adopted under
UN aegis has ratified only
three.

Revealingly, in order to ac.
cede to the international cove
pants the Soviet Union had to
make practically no substan-
tial changes in its own legis-
lation, since ‘the latter grants
the citizens of the country far
more rights and Ireedoms
than is envisaged by the UN

standards
Fundamental Law of
USSR

Let us open, for example,
the Constitution of the USSR
the Fundamental Law of the
Soviet Union. It contains all
the political and personal
rlghts and freedoms mentioned
in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the UN
international covenants, in-
cluding freedom of conscience
speech and thejpress, of assems

bly and mee‘ings, the inviola-
bility of the person and the
home, the right to participate
in management of the glage
and society ete,

But particularly weighty is
the section of the Fundamens
tal Law of the USSR devoted
to the social and ecomomic
rights of citizens. ¥ will name
only the most important of
thems: the right to work, to
lzizure and rast, to heal th pro
tection, to material mainte-
nance in old age in th e eyent
of sickness, the right to edu-
cation, to housing, to <njoy-
mzat of caltural benefits, and
freedom of scientific, technical
and artistic work.

Moreover, all thess rights
are extended to every Sovied
parson without any omissions
and restrictions. The Caonsti-
tusion simultansously forma-
lises such i nportant dem oras«
tic principles as equaality of all
before the law, womzn's equal
rights with men, equality of
nationalities and racesy

While proclaiming a large

/ number of human rights and

fresdoms, the Fundamental
Law of the USSR also gives
guarantees for their exereise.
What are they?

To bagin with, thesa are
material gaarantsss provided
by tha state: Their contenk
oan ba illustrated by the exam
ple of the right to work- *This
right’ reads Artiale 40 ol the
Constitutiom 'ie ensured by
the socializt esonomic syslems
ateady growth Of the producki®
ve forces, fras vooational and
professional training, improve-
ment of skills, training in pew |
trades or profassions, and
development of & hs systems
of vooatfonal guidanca and job
placement.”

Further Gurantees

Ia aidition, the same wrbi-
als lists further guarantees for
tha right to Work; guarantaed
employment and pay iu acsor-
dance with the gquantity mnd
quality of worlk, the vight
to choose a trade or profession,
typa of job and work. im
accordance witn one’s imslir-<
tions, abilities, braining |
education- The Fundaurel
Law of U3SR also permi.-
individusl work ‘in bandi-
orafts. farming the provisiom
of service of the publie, and
other forms of activity basad
exolusively on the peragmal
worklof individual citizens and
members of their familien.

Naturally, in addition to
the muterial guarantees the
Qoustitution cf the USBR

(Qontfoued on page 9/
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Oppression at Home: Intervention Abroad

After the Carter Adminis
tration came to power in
the USA a campaign was
lau-nched in the Westem
préss in ‘defence of human
rights.”’ The champions of
.l'hls campaign were the
I Ames can President snd
tha gioups which backed
him Under the guiee of
defenca of these rights “on
a glebal scale’ ' the US gov-
ermmment is attempting to
aotivise its foreifno policy
and to find a pwiaxt for
open interference in the
internal aifairs of other
countries, primarily the
states of the socialist com-

. munity,

The Bslgrade mesting
which was held to assess

how the Halsinki agree-

ments ara wor ing was no
exncepiionin this respect.

There Goldberg, the head
ol the American delegation.
anjoys the spneial con~

| nﬂlg jocusations against

.ﬂll’!ﬂuhhﬂt countries:

' Working on their “fixed
. tagk'’, the US representa-
tives at the same time ais
. airiving to distract the att-
‘ention of the world from
1he situation in their own
country where elementary
" hwman rights are being tra-
mpled upon every day and
aybitrary police action and
persecution of dissidents
have become an ordinary
- phesomenon in American
everyday life.

The Constitution of the
US& or to be more precise
the 26 amendments to it
which constitute the "Bill
of Biqhtt ' déclara fresdom
of lpeech.of the piess, of
asnambly. freedom to de-
monstrate, the invialability
of the person and of the
home equality before the
law, etc. EBut in 1eality,
far from all Americane aie
able to enjoy thece 1ighte
Clgrence Darrow, a well-
'R,nown American socialist
-_.wen 75 years ag® unhc[d

“wat the lawe in Lis country
sxjst on l)r for the protac-
tion ¢l those who are rulicg
fhe world. Neither the
USA Copstilution its
legislaticn

nor
gerteEpending
guaracies Americen
fundsmental ¥

cili
zans, such
important eociel rights as
the right to wo:
ta hree medical ceie,

to educe
tion
to meintetence in ¢ld sga
or the 1ight to heueing.

ist ehelen &

Outcasts of American familles, the absolute majo

Sacietly

The United States ia one
of the [ew developed coun=
tries in the capitalist world
in which women still do
not enjoy eaual rights with
men because tha draft of
Amendment 27 t6 the USA
Contitution, which will
guarantes them this eguali-
ty, bas not been ratified
by the required majority of
States. It is significant
that there are only 18 wo-
men in Congiess, the coun-
try 5 highest- legislative
body, even though women
account for mors -than half
of theAmerican population,
For equivalent work in in-
dusiiy thay are paid onmnly

57 percentof aman’s wage -

and the number of unempl-
oyed among them in stead-
ily increasing:

According to even the
most me(lest sstimates thare
ware 7 million unemployed

in the USA in 1977, which
was over 7 per cent of the -

country's total labour force

‘inclnding 11 per cent un-

employment among women
and 41 per cent among
young blacks. It is sigai-
ficant that even in 1976
over 4 million unemployed
lost the right to unemplo-

ymint benelit, i.e tha
itght to existence and free
choice of work. In itsre

port to the US Congress,

the Nalional Commision
for Women's Affaire noted
that digcrimination, limited
opportudities andeconomic
hardships continue to re-
main & daily reality for
mi'lions of Americane:

But 30 million 'coloured
American. representatives
of various ethnic miuorities
(Indians, Negros; Puerto Ri:
cans Chicenos ete), who
ais living in the USA with
sta'us of "second rate citi
zense ' are in a worse situa-
ticn Unemploymentamong
thie category of American
citizens is 2-3 times higher
than the country'a ge, eral
average and among the In-
dians means 80 per cent of
the population. Like in the
years of colovization the
‘coloured inhabitanis are
satt]le
specially, alloca-
Indians)
gheltes where

biirg ccmpelled to
eirherin

tedl 1eservations

5 1
er in erty

onditicns do not

vén (he most Lasic

Juiremente of modern
Ly ieve ard public con-
vepniences. In total ove:
geven million American

- which allow

rity of whom are 'coloured"
are livinZ in such conditions
But even for these hovels
they are forced to spend,
on averafe, oval 25 par
cent ot their income.
poor cannot afford to pur-
chete a new home because
the avera“e cost of a house
in the USA in 1977 was 45
thousand dollars and, at
the present rate ofinflation
by 1980 it is estimated
will reach 78 thoasand
dollars, that ie nearly dou~
ble.

Hunger & Contempt

The words of the former

Directer for platning state
programmes for the US In-
dians, M. Friedman. who

sbated that ti'xey werse oonbinu-
ing to' kill the Indians, true
not by bullets as formerly, but
now by hunger and contempt,
&TC & grave acousation at Am"
erican reality. Over two thou-
sand lnwx hnve bheen adopted
in the U t;hmh trample

over the niw] rights and hu-
man dignity of the Indians,

tha sulo of the
land belonging o then, come
pulgory sterilization of women
oapable. of bearing elii dran.
etc. B. Reed, one of the leaders
of the “Americnn Indiun M=
vement’’, which the logal
authorities are attemptitg to
brand as “subversive’, clated
bitkerly in o Ban Francigeo,
Culifornin. eourt, that Iudians
ware uot even regarded ag
people in the TSA.

The blacks, the most nunie-
rous part of the '‘wolonred’
population of the USA, who
number ever 20 million, ars in
asituation hardly lasa difficult
Usually they are Cmployed in
the moat low paid jub ard in
practics are deprived of the
right to marry whites and in
the Bouthern States even to
travel together with them bry
means of munieipal | Sranepnet,
OQuly in 1954 did the 178 A
Supreme Qourb . olficially per-
mit the blacks to study in
gevernl scheole, but uwp il
now this ruling is nob being
corried oub in practice. Aocor-
ding to n réport of the U 8
Civil Bervice Commission pub-
lished in Washington in gum=

mer' 18977, it 'hes become
oompletely evident in recant
years that rocial segregation
extsts o echools bath in bhe
N Ioand in the Bouth, in
volulion of the edontry s Con-
elution, and thut segregation
it schouls exiitg not by chanea
OY UE B TR b ol gegrepgntion
in bouging, but as & resuls
ol inteutiomal '_]I::[fliLLl’i!Ji\|-i{-Jﬂ
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Though the UN General Assembly adopted the Un-
iversal Declaration of Human Rights thitty years ago

on December 10,

1848 the most bagic riphts enume-

rafed thervin are violated in the Western muntnes fo

this day,

Photo shows & queue lined up for nhat is most ne-
eessary’ for every mian—for work,

*‘Everyone has the right
employment, to fust and
work and to protection

reads article 23 of fhe Declaration.

to work, to free choice of
favourable condit'ons of
against unempley ment.”
Nevertheless,

there ate 17 mi lion umemployed even in the nost
develpped capitalist countries about ten mi Fon in the
United States, 6 T per cent of all the ahle-bodied
people in Great Britain, France and Italy, 8.5 per cent

in Canada, 12 per cent in Northern Iriland,

1,250,000 in Japan.

and

conducted by government off-
icials,

The suthboriles turn a blind
eyve to the activities of tacists

of the “Ku-EKluz-Klan" gmi
*John Bireh Society'
have thrown sgide

‘and who are organisi :
“man-hunt for tha blicks'"
who have dared to enrcll at
“white'" schools. At the same
time the schools in the Negro
districts  are overceowdeds
paorly equippad and nre shors
of - trachers.

IMsilace £
proemoted to tle neXs grade
and dropping out from weliecl
ig thefor tune of many millions

“aoloured” Americane fo atbain
botter living econditions by
usiog the ” oguat”’ d{:parfmpi"
tiss in education are fs,ilun;
The quota system amimﬁr'
Licms of enrolmen

sm:m in fach \rary fa»w af
will b admitted to stndy
universities. Thq pareen
of representatives of the "colo-
nrad mincrity among stu—

dents  in  American highar
sehiools s misute and, sccord-

igto  the _estimates of
specialists, - barely accounts
{ r cne percent. It is known

income families residicg fn bhis <10 tess fiin Gwa per cent ol

of youngiAmaricans liom 1w
ghettos: In 1977,dus b0 a—
shorfugs of funds, racinl dis=

erimination, ete. & millipn
children of sahiocl ags were not
able to sbudy and 3 million
could not eomplste sk least &
school giddes. Iy is nobsure
prising that thera ars 93 mil=
lion illiterate people, iye: peopla
completely unadapted for life
in midern soeieby, in & coun-
try which bessts of its wealth
teatinical, culiurel and eoo-
nomic achievements,

'E_lhnic Minorities

The absolute mojority el
these peopls are representa-
tives of ethnic micorities and
are muioly hlacks, Indigns
and Pusrio Rieans. It 18 nob
accidental that over 81 per
cent of the Waok population
and newily all the Todians ere
Living in conditions which are

below the  offfeial poverty
lovel. Tn 1076 ths wverage
income of  employed Todinn
wie only one guirker of the

annual ineome of white Ameri
ennandiha evernge income of
Fuoorto-Rican fumily was 60
per cent bf the dncome of g

white Tamily. All attempts hy

bite oy Sﬂﬂ'thonmnﬁ ganaral

‘pructitioners in. the USA are
black and that the majority

of thesa are veoceiving  per—

mizaton te practice medieine

ouly in the ghetto districts.

There ire many magniticent
do1tors and exsellantly -'aqqlp-“
pad  private hospitals i :
ecuntry but in the nmur nnlg
parang wil & high m:mul

incoms ewn Swvail hlmalsdnn o

of Lhair servios hecause medi-
ol cars in tha UsA is mrme
1y expautive. Onaday’s Ehw in
an Anarigan haspital eosts an
average of 150-200 dollirs and
ouly ane aui of 680 Anusricans
can afford treubmeant under
such conditions, even with the_
existence  of tome or obther
form of parsonsl health fusn-
runoa. Lo short; yon must E“_a
money i you wanb to ba sick,
if not—either die or try to
survivel Such s tia motte
of soptemporary A:uaﬂ"un. the
conntry of “gennine”  demo-
arsoy “und equal' ypportuni-
tiga. Aud go, wi:imau{ hhwkn.
Tidinng, Cb.manm snd  the
poor, 1e. fhren qm;rhors of
the Americans, are oul’xunﬁh
ol Amar:uan pwmuli)-
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1979 More Crucial

(@ontinued from page 1)

Admittedly, due to the lack of
snidable personne! and suitable
eenkros, for bringing varied ac-
bivities of the Party under a
common eentre, we have not
progressed a8 much =g we
should. This will be one of the
mnin tesks of the Parby in the
soming year. What is reguired
&8 to take to evary home in the
rural araas in partieular, that
the solution to the terrible
suffering that the people are
undergoing can only be provi-
ded by a Government of United
Fornt-

The disgust with the TNP
xusk be channelled to s posi-
tive policy of progress along
socialist lines. The Party must
point oub the error of return-
to power Mrs Bandaranaike
and the SLFP because her po-
lisies are no better than those
of the UNP. They are both
wedded to a eapitalisk epeiety
which will continue to exploit
the masses as bhey have alwaye
done in the past.

BOOK REVIEW
Defence of

“The Worker in Sri Lanka”
Logos Volume 17 No. 1. July
1978. Published by the
Centre for Society and Reli-
gion, Colombo. 98 pp. Rs 5/-.

The crisis in Christian the-
ology for the last bundred
yoars, has been the apparent
sontradiction  between the
sooisl and the apiritual con=
“siongs of Christianity. Libe-
ral Theology which abando-
sad the supernatural and the
realm of the spiritual, olung
on §0 & social-gospel to justify
its existenes. In resction #o it
there emerged in this century,
parbicularly in Ameriea, =
"piritaslism whieb, while rest-

]

Than We Think

In the arban sector, work-
ers are slowly waking up to
the slow erosion of their stan=
dard of living that is going on
under the UNP regime. On
the one hand, they have been
cowed down by the thuggery
of the UNP gelf-geskers who
are waxing [at by large » scals
bribery and corruption. On
the other hand, most workers
still harbour & lurking hope
that this Government will do
something with regard to both
the oost of living and other
problems. Some ara of course
too shame faced to admit thas
they have been betrayed by
the UNP in s manner more
complete than they bargained
for.

The year 1979 must see
the shaking off of this lekhargy
I% is important to build and
strengthen the Union organi-
zations in order to mest capit~
alist onslaughte that are bound
to come in the year 1979
Widespread attacks on the

Workers

ing on dockrinal  orthodoxy,
opposad hoth Libsral Theology
and the Bocial Gospel.

Within the Roman Church,
thase contradictory extremes
were mitigated by the pheno-
manon called Social Catheli-
eism which had a sbrong and
practioal social oonseience.
The high water mark of this
trend wans obseryed in Presi-
dent Kennedy's election — the
victory of the Harvard-trained
East Coast Catholics and poli-
tical liheralism, at the expense
of Bouthern Protestant conser-
wakiam.

Fr- Tisss Balasuriys and
the Centre for Society and
Religion in Bri Lanka are an

i B o T R S

Bibile Memorial
! Scholarship Fund!

To commemiorate the life and work of the late
Senakn Bibile, Professor of Pharmacology, University
of Sri Lanka, and founder aud first Chairman of the
Sri "anka State Pharmacevticals
Faculties of Medicine in Colombo and Peradeniya have
dzcided to insti*ste a scholarship in his name,
F Contributions shonld be forwarded to:

Corporation, the

THE DEAN,

FACULTY OF MEDICINE,
COLOMBO CAMPUS,
ONIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA,
COLOMEO 8.

standards of living of the wor=
kers must be expected in 1979.
The increase of petrol prices
will jac k upthe prices of
& large number of other com-
modities. Under the orders of
the IMF the prices of flour and
bread will be substantially rai.
sed. The continuous rumbling
and grumbling of discontent
must ab some stage burst and
militant workers must take n
lead not merely in compelling
the resturing of what they havg
loat bat in making further
progress  towards s higher
standard of living.

1979 may be more orucial
than mosk workers think. The
Party and the United Front
will make every endeavour to
provide the leadership in figh-
ting the efforts of the Govern—
ment to exploit the working
olass in the interest of big
capitalists in the country as
well an the international fnan-
oiers of the trams-national
sompanies.

mporkané link in this chain
of progress. But they are not

‘alons: We have the Jesnish

priest, Fr. Paul Casparsz, alao
eommitting the consarvative
Roman Qhurch to w
programme of social action.

radical

Internationally we have the
emeargence of

Chrigtian leaders
writer Carl Henry and the
Blagk Tom Skinner, and
World Vision, & massive relief
ragonailing the
gpiritual conscience and the

Evyangalical
like the

organisation,

social conacienceof the Chris-
tinn'

No faith, belief or institution
bas had so decisive an elfect
on the mareh of history as
Chrigtianity and tha Ckriskian
Church. The Roman Church
unified and made soherent
feudal Europe- The Refor-
mation gave birth to the
bourgeois revolution. With an
Mvangelieal sitbing in bhe
‘White House, the potential of
khis faith from
exhansted.

soems far

These issue of Logos, dedi-
cated to the Bri Lanka Worker

is exciting reading, There are
two extracte from Dr. Kumari
Jayawardeno’'s The Rise of

the Labour Mevement in
Ceylon, tracing the history

(continued on page 10)
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there will be left when all
thess exempted people are re-
movad. We seem to be getting
to equare 1. 1In the old State
Oouneil, the introduction of
income tax was the osecasion
for & major tug-of-war. Mr.
D. 8. Senanayake, the father
ofthe UNP wasthaestzongarat of
prokagonist againet incoma tax,
A conssious and determined
capitalist, he envigaged the
prospeck that in the years to
s0ma, incoma tax wouldba the
oorner=stone of the tax sbroc-
#ure of the country. Ha was
nob wrong. As tima psssed,

it not oaly became the soraer-
skone, but it also beaamse Ghe
instrument of progressive Enx-
ation. Tt became tha inshru=
ment of shifting the burden of
taxafion on those sactions of
the sconomy that have #ha
capacity &9 hbear them Ik
bscame & means of re-distri—
butive justica: And mow,
nearly 50 years after, the vary
sams UNP that aso stontly
fought againe incoms kax ars
giluting and emagaulating
the direok tax system B&s the
poiné of evanescence. -

Declarations of
Human Rights...

(continued from page 7]

also dontaing guaranteas pro=
vided by courts of law for the
exerciss of the popalation’s
rights. Every citizon has, in
parkicular: the right o prote-
ction by the courts against
encroachments on his honour
and reputation, life and health,
and personal freedom and
property. He can also appesl
jn & cours against actions by
offigials that contravene the
aw or excasd thair powars.
Supreme powsr of suparvision
over the sirict observancs of
all laws is;vested by the Con-
stitution in the Proourator®
Goneral of the USSR  and
procurators  subordinate &0

bim. As distinet from, sav,
Amerioan atéorneys, they both

University (C acow).

goages.

Professor Mikhail Strogovich is s Doctor of Law,
Corresponding Member of the USSR Academy of Sei-
ences, member of ths Polish Acalemy of Soieaces, and
doctor ot law HONORIS CAUSA of the Jagielloniaa
He has been cencermed with
problems of jurisprodznce and also of philasophy fer
more than 50 years Author of a number of mmog aphs
some of which have been translated inte foreigm §am-

hava ths rizht and are obligzd
to protact ths rights of eikisan.

The eatablishmant of the
principles of sosisl equalily
ond justies,”” L I. Breshwew
Ganaral Bacretary Of ks
CP30 Osntral Commitie sod
Prasident of the Presidium of

the USSR Suprema Sorviet,
gaid in ons of his addresses.

‘“inone of greatast schiave-
mants of the Otober Bavolu-
tion.... Soviat citizans do ned
kaow the humiliating feslimg
of uneertainty about the me-
reow, the fear of baimg lafé
without work, withoud medisal
care and without a roof aver
thair heads- Society sriegunrde
sheir rights and intereske s ¢
upholds their civio and hem.-
digaity-"
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Tha 43rd anniversary of
“eloimaticr s being
in the walke of one of
tycy b natural
‘memery i .
! ; The snnusl
prita sale, which was to be

Brl.t!l
ted |
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nkmhu
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life.
well

m«émwf

' ]

~ma _
‘idmamstex our

ﬂtrnn,gh & bystem of

m#iml‘ﬁ)‘ demceraey for 30
~ years giuce we were get free-

:_Evan muder colouisl rule we
‘%9” permitted the privilege
lﬂl%tm ering cur aftairs
. mhxeﬂ- limits for
sk | han yeais, ie, until the
hﬁelagﬁ of Acmiral Layton
tnok m the early yesrs of
] war. The LESP was
the 6 peal politienl party $o
be tonnﬁ;d in thie proceses
muil,yt,ghgcommunm Party

‘oub of itself and

ib@,ﬂl&‘ and BLEP.

-¥Gx tlimienmn perhape, we
are tudny regarded e baviog
alrendy: attsided old age.
Whetber this be g0 or nob, we

- argandenbicdiy (he cloeet of

ihe yoditivsl pastics in Sri Lan-

ae We atill erjoy the benefib

baving & comwbireticn of
etk eh our belm who were
g the principal founding
faibers oAl party. o is o
procpeet that voy ety bae ta

YEARS!

B M st o TG

Where thase whe are in such
haste to inker us in cur graves
make & grave error is in  their
reading of Hist©ry. Ths LESP -
wak o found  Lwea palitical
patky with a finished progra=
mme- The LSSP leaders did
not bid for political power to
ennble them 6o eatiply their
pamoual vanities. The LSSP
wn founded as the pulrhunl
m’gamuar of the mass sbrugg!e
againaf imperialiem. b plun~
ged into the work of mobilising
 the masses for this swruggle
as thie  only means of getting
%m:lmwk

, The LESP wenh hhrpugh
~ seyeral trangigrmaticn) in the
‘couyse of its 43 yesraof eXis—
tence. When it eplit with the
group that subsequently {foun-

ded the Commpnist Party it

was lﬁ}wi ef the essential
‘preparation for continuing the
Bh'ngﬁa aguinst impsrialism

rqtnmei Whgn 11; spl!h with

;ﬂm Fourth | inumwosu in

pambmn for thenew ohallenges
“ springing cut of the advances

| h&mum— Mo{ the mass movement follew~

ing the Hartal of 1953 and
MEP victory of 1966,

The path fhat the LSSP has
trod these 43 years has not, of

couree; been marked by guc—

oeeses alone. I[6 would be
foolish even to contemplate
the possibilty of such a path,
There have been many defeats

i - the cmm of the worhi'

in this period and nothio® hae
Linen whore eevere than the
majnr elechordl dis

Wi tho di

weter bhnd

s of Meg,

IO

Banduaranai ahility * to
throw the 1 P out of the
Upited Front Government in
Septiembe H. What is the
eonsequence of thia for the
LESP s future?

Ll anybody had noy illnsions
that the problema of Hri Linn-
ka could be solved by the sue-
cess of an act of imposture,
atch ag has been carried out
by the UNP under the mno-
hiavellian leadership of J. R.
dnyewardens, he  ghould he
disilhusioned by now. *To hops
that a more innocent political
personality. like Mre. Sivima
Bundaranaike, could find a
solution to these problems thab
was nol’ mlready in her hand
bag isto prepara the way for
oeven  furbher digillusionment;
There are no preseriptions for
our gilments that can be dis-

pensed atthe drug store round
' the corner.

What the LSSP has alwayvs
said from the time ofite incep-
tion ig that our ailments have
to be overcome by a supreme
efforb of self-eure If our socie-
tyiain plms today, tha task
is bo put it Sogether. If our
people ere distracted today by
consumerist  mireges, they
have to be taught to shake
themeelven nlert and focus
“gheir efforts on the problem
e 5 on the p hklsmn
and petty fears have distorted

- tha vision of
ﬂiamtagmh‘sd ‘their moral thin-
king, they have to be kicked
out. Tf their is another poli-
tical parby in Sri Lanka That
can  lead the ecuntry
to the achievement of
these straighforwe:d,
no meaus gimple. tasgks, then
the LESP would have attained
one of its main pbjectives, even

-~ f mora indivectly
sought-
no guch other parky can as yek
beseen on our politieal horizon,
this is surely the eXplination
of the haste with which carfaim
assorbed gentlemen propare the
ohituary of the LiESP.

Book Review

(contmued from page 9)

of cur lebour: movement. The
ptize of the eompendivm i
Tr. Balaturiya's eccay oo the
“Fducation of Bstute Popul-
ation of Indian Origin. " b
conthing a painstaking aceount
of the estate schools: brilliant
ly writien apd well doeus
meuted-

The Logos articles make no
prefensic e Lo political impar~
tinlity. They begih on the
footirg thut the worker has

menoeuvres of the Jayawai-
dena Goverment, which hag
made no secret of ite desire to
gags ' muffle and chain fhe
labour movement. ;

The fret that the Centre
takes such an unabached stand
in favour of the downtrodden
worker is important, impert-
ant in a situaticn where in
Sri Lankn Christianity
church and & cultural
menon, has been so identified
with

ne B
pheno—

ptivilege, expleitation

If preed and envy

Tt by

tlep it Ly
But if it is true that 9for its owu use or for, renting

2nd UNP Budget.

(continued from page 9)

One is justified {n aslting ie Undarstunds b ve the Pamper-
there a oads for o ntinuing the ing of the rich Adoes nob end
Inepme Tax Department. In  hare. The Waalth TaX would
~ population of tnearly 15 mil= also bz ami Wt o provids
linng, income bax payers are morerelief to the eapitalists.
now nob more fhen 50,000 Tha valus of the honss owned
peopla. What we have said  and oceupied by a tax payer

above does not exbiaust tha
of thoge who have baen allo-
wed g drop oub of the tax nat.
Alrendy by fthe Inland Ra-
vanue Amandment Act No, 30
of 1478, & tax holiday was
provided to small and medium
apnle e LR L] lotated out-
side Municipnl limirg.  Thia
tuX holiday limited to
khose with & eapitel of half &
million of .rupees and less.
This budget now increased
thie limit to one million and
e profik exemption bas heen
riiged from 100.000 rupecs to
200,000 rupees per year awd
the entirely of the dividends

was

_ declured 'by spoh companies

will bo eXemps fromn income
tax. Tn addition, sompaties
whish meauliciire non-trs-
ditional produsts for expark
will anjoy a tax holiday .hg w
mazimum of five years.
More Write offs

In the Budgef for 1978, the
full gost of plans, m&aiﬂnm'y
and fixttres pmduu
in the trades, professions and
buamasl ws.s gmp&eﬁ. a da&uc-

ior nﬁnar
oorbain cases: all other build-
ings including warehouses,
the allowance was 30 per cent.
This is now forther eXtended.
After the 31et of Mareh, 1950,
tha totul cost of building acd
maehinery will be written off
annually for a period of years-
This covers also commercial
buildings put up by companies

oute Tf fhe sompany will meur
any money on research. what-
over that may be, that also
can he deducted from income

Erxs

Apart from the eonces—
sions alrendy existing on Capi~
tal Gains for immovable
properiies, these concessions
are now extended to covereven
immoyabla proparties lika
sharesin public and private
companiss. Similary, the first
sale af a house construcked by
an individual is totally exempt
from the Capital Gains TaX.

In order bo promote company
formation, the tax on comph=
nies has been raduced to 50
In the ease of small
companies, issued copital of
which is less than hall &
million, this tax is further ¥&-
dueced.-

per cents

Tha first 50,000 will be bax~

willba antirely frop from weal-
th fax whatever the wvalwe of
the housa. Even if it i u glo-
rious palece pub up at the cost
of ong miilion o mara rupsss

it will ba(ras of the weslth tax
jusk as if is lrae of inspme fax,
Tha lower Hmitof wealth taz
ie rataad (6 hwumkﬂu afrupses,.
So' those with an snnwal we—
alth of over 2 lnkhs of rnpees
after all sremptions have baan
granted slope will paw the
wealth Io kasoping with
this trond, tha exsmption limit
for astato duty has hyen raised
from 50,000 po 100,000 rapees,
Buk the Bstate duty will have
to be,paid by ap owner resider
ntif tha house ie worth over
threa lakhs of *upess. Ax {tgll
Nmag cunwsuwns Ars ndp alo-
ugh.. h‘ha bax thet wes hﬂdn
slieguss drawn by individuale,
or eam’pmen bas alko ham

bax.

will be asked: Heeausathis Euon=
ma Tax Department will be

unaware of thess deposits ;J&

the National Bavings Rank.
The man may. vae robbed &
bankand suceessiolly evaded
arrests That money can mow

be lsgalised by the simpla pro-

.eesa of dapasiting if within the
stipulated timeat tha National
Sivings Bank. The only diga~
bility the blackmarketesr or
the robher will suffer is the
payment of tax s the rabe of
30 per cent and fhe obligation
to invest in approved invesks
mentz or if lefs in the National
Savings Baok it will earn' an

intereat rate of 8 4 per cemt-

This is the budget of all bud-
gete. Indeed 1t is the greatest
of wll budgets that was ever
produced to help the cupitaliss
class in a sountry. One never
“wondues what furbher exempbi=
ons are still Teit o ba given ba
the cupitalist olags in the bud=
ged for 1980. Me¢ Ronnie de
Me! ssems nob only to have
aXuslled himsell bub even eX=
hausted himself in his anxieby
to provide every gonceivable
banafit to the capitialists and
o the go-called private anlze-
preneurs No man has more
rightly earned the anbrlquﬂeh
'Bather Christmas” of the

o epable righte ina demo= LA g 5 o3 il uk
sce 1} 1.I. it Iur:-n ernrol he 1na‘|.| pak .(1]Ilf.'l ; itl;h i and goeial injustice. 1t ghould able nb 2_0 per-cent; the, nexk B S 0 e
.pi.-rn:-nntnl]‘.-.&l, we'be nie It g El atic sociaty, «ul, \ .zm'_“ rbic;oh gon long way bowurds pro- lokh at 80 per cent and the 1979 and all this has Sl R
o ¥ ! T el Dre o pled i : . ird . I e
in the tafe _u[ thig 1hat nrule uul Lot 1ie o Y e vaking serions re~thinking on balanca at 40 per oenb. v i Ghanin0e o st
ST e R & 8 pree :
roue IBdivie ulehn tIdngLug by the fc :T ¥ t]i' e F['l the future of the working Biter - CauliniietatiihYa RS o Yo idhion o i
crities gxd ey piDEnG Lint al- ¢ gent UNP' “leadershipe o 16, ilasss _ ; . I o “unian to the
s i . g gt labour been favoured by gubstantind capitalists an
ready yublicy prepired our CODEPITECY suuinnt | st od
oy iLuRrieE coutines B the moves and  — Jayantha Somasundaram. exempticns homincome 10X, poer o
op . it
on 19th December 1978
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