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BY ADAM MARSH

~ POISONED

4
* The man back from Belgium said ¥

““What's the - matter with you people 7

Every paper I pick  up takes itasa

‘matter of course that the abdication of

+  King Leopold is only right and proper,

2 a matter upon which the whole of Bel-
L ‘ gium is absolutely agreed

“Execept the Catholics,” I put in,

. “Except the Catholics,” he nodded.
. "And the way the papers talk about the
Catholics make them seem a mere
‘handful of moss-grown diehards stand-
ing in the way of the sovereizn rights of
~ the entire people.” 3
“Iso't it S0 7"

*  “The point I'm trying to make is that
¢ our Press hasn't a word to say abont

that side. 1t gives only half the trath."
. “That's our way of dealing with truth

these days,” I tald him. *“Half a truth
is so effective as propaganda. Some of
onr brightest minds  even hang and
quarter it."”

I repeat all this not for political rea-
‘sons bat for its moral implications: The
affair Leopold is, in fact, a current and

._gn_a';a-tic example of one of the worst

*  tendencies of our civilisation, which

v ranks public trath. among the most
' woeful casualties of modern methods,

Truth has become corrupted by parti-
sanship, It is no longer the foundation
‘of human integrity. It has become

actually an instrument for undermining
intégrity, It has become one of ‘the
greatest forees not for leading but for
misleading the world. Worse, the
mighty modern inventions—the cable,
~ the radio, the printing press—whose
glory it should be to broadcast it to the
utmost ends of the world, have become
its batrayers instead of its champions.
Truath still lives at' the bottom of a
ell—but it is an inkwell, There it
lurks in the dregs, blackened or red-
dened or even falsely empurpled by
whatever fluid it is  that colours the
mind of its users.

By telling only balf the story abont
Belginm, cunning manipulators  have

created not only a false impression of
King, Leopold but ‘also a false  public
opinion aimed to force his abdication.
The same slick fellows will slip and
trim half a dozen sentences from an
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WILL AMERICA

Will Anierica go Catholic ?  This
question 15 no longer an academic mat-
ter, It is being recognised by non-
Cathalies as well as. Catholics to bea
very practical questj

Bishop John F, l., of Fort Wayne,
Ind., has worked out the Catholic per.
centage of  America’s most Catholic
cities, the city of Boston leading with
74.3 per cent. Then in order come New
‘Ot'lean.ﬂ, 66 per cent.; Providence 56.7;

Syracuse, 52.5; Jersey City, .52.2: Buf-
falo, 52; Worcester, 49; Detrait, 46.2;
St. Louis, 42.9; and Chicago, 40.8. He
says that New Vork js only 22.3 per
cent. Catholic and Philadelphia only
29.3.

It is widely recognised thata Cath-
olic revival is gecurring just now, - evid-
ent nat anly in the number, of conver.
sions—090,822 last yvear—but in the
deepening of the  spiritual life and the
extension of the activities of the
Church, =

The Catholic Hour, ina natiopwide
radio. hook-up on Sunday afternoons,
has millions of listeners, especially when
good music is supported by good addres.
ses, as for| example, those by Mar!
Fulton John Sheen,

NON-CATHOLIC FEAR

The discussion as to. America becom-
ng a Catimlir: nation is golng on among
non-Catholics even more than among
Cathalics. Dr, Harold E.Fey, a minister
of the Disciples of Christ, has made a
study of Cathelic and non Catholic
fizures; and he gives the Catholic
Church a total of 22,945,247 menihers
in this country, He attributes the
Chureh’s public influbnee, “to which
sveryene, from politicians to newspaper
editors, pay head,” to her time. tested
genius for  building  an organisation
strong enough ,....to work its'way into
every area of American culture.”

Dr. Fey further points out that Cath-
olicism is daily proving its ability. “ta
win half-hearted Protestants into the
old.

to trust anybody ina world in which fold

half the troth is never known ?

There can be no hope for the future
on such terms. Not, in fact, until a
universal respect for plain trath s
brought back to the world can any real
understanding, harmony and, with them,
some prospect for the future be enfer-
tained,

——

Many of Germany's inner secrets
bave been uplacked by the United States
and Britain, and were being adapted for |
war against the Japanese, when the
latter surrendered.

More than two hundred British and
United States technical experts followed
hard on the heels of invading armies in
Europe, totrack down secrets; however
well hidden by the Germans.

The thoroughoess of the search in
Germany, foreshadows similar probing |
for secrets now locked in Japan. |

" The discoveries show  that Germian |
invention was far ahead of her capacity
to translate theory into'indostry. |

Not only bad the Germans made sig- i
pificant progress in the d:V{:IQ[Jrijet'lt af |
the atomic bomb and on the production |
of “heavy water”, but they Had contem-
plated a piloted missile with a possible |
range of three thousand miles. |

The designer envisaged commercial
applications for Trans: Atlantic pagseng.
BT crossings in seventeen minutes,

The Germans were working on a for-
mula for new war which they
hoped, would prove more daedly than
any chemical agent yet developed, They
ha pecifications and construction de-
for naval wessels of advanced
sign, including submarines with high
nnderwater speeds, and apparatus for
tained underw r aperations, Thay
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“The goal is hound to be achigved,”
he states, “onless Protestantism ends its
divisions and its bickerings,” and esta-
blishes a comparable unity of effort to
recqyer and maintain  the responsibility
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IT'S NOW A FAIR QUESTION

which it once carried for the character
of American society,"

Catholic. themszlves are mare cau-
tious and sceptical ahout the gquastion,
When they

[ contrast the Catholic popa.
lation of 23,419701—a more  recant
fizure than that guoted by Dr. Fay

when he made his study—
1.5, eontinenta) population of roughly
133,000,000 they realise there is'still a
long way to po. What is interesting s
to discover the strength of  Catholics
i cities as revealed by Bishop Noll's
campilation. He has evidently concen-
trated on cities rather than' the dioceses,
because the Chicaga archdiocese, which .
includes a pumber of places outsida the

with the total

city, is actually the largest—1,627,164
Catholic populatiod—as against the
1,133,075 of the Boston archdiocese, In
the archdiocese of New York there are
1,113,132 Catholics, -
THE CITY FIGURES
According to tha calculations of Bish-
op Noll, the sutn total of non-Catholic.
groups counts 35,000,080 members in
the nation, of whom 80 per cent, live in -
rural communities, leaving 7,000,000
church-going non-Catholics in  cities = 4
where some 20,000,000 Catholics are =

concentrated. In the 50 largest cities,
there is 2 Catholic population of abont
9,060,000 —more than there are non- s !
Catholics in all the cities of the country.
Statistically speaking, Boston heads
the list of Catholic citiesip the United +
States. But one turns nostalgically tog
Catholic city like Santa Fe,. New Mexi- d
co, oldest eapital city in the country, A
where there still linzers the atmosphere *
of the Franciscans who first hrought
Christianity to the South-West in 1539,
when Friar Marcos de Niza entered the
territory which 1s now. the ‘state of '
Arizona. Then, in 1540, with Corogade, = @
came more Franciscan Friars who =
‘bronght. Christian civilisation to the 3
Indians. These undertook a pioneer I
work, and, whatever statistics may say,

Santa Fe will oceupy, in the affections ‘
of many, a topmost place among Ame- . .

tica's Catholic cities. Herejsa lo g,
living Catholic tradition; here is Catholic :
inspiration which will be felt throughout L
the nation.—C. H., London. 1 -

. POPE'S

We all know petfectly well that while
men can be artificially worked up to a
political and international hysteria, it is
their basic freedoms, their families,
their jobs, their homes, their religious or
moral prineiples,  their friends, their
hobbies, which count in their lives.
[ They are intelligent enough for the

as well as alcohol of both beverage and
industrial types, aviation, lubricants,
soap and petrol.  They had designs for
various secret types of gun and gunsites,
Other German war secrets, ranged
from records on the location of German
icapital in peutral countries. and  the
status and compoesition of German cart
els, to specifications of long-range rocket
developments, which the scientists des~
| eribed as “sensational,”
The ioformation gathered is not only
| valuable in the shaping of a palicy for
the control of Germany, but is expected

to influence  post-war  scientific and
|u|LI|.!Eiri;1': development.

PEACE * . F i

most part to realise that in the modern
world with its eomplex economie inter- R e
relationships necessary for a high stand-
dard of living even such simple wants
can only be goaranteed and widely dis-
tributed if each man' plays his proper
role in a delicately adjusted social order.
But they rightly fail to see what rela.
tianship this technical problem bears to
our international and political quarrels, r
And it is the Pope alone yho can - .
furnish the solution to this puzzle, It ' : WA
is useless to look to even the most hfﬂ!_!-
minded of secular governments, however
well-intentioned, are caught up in t
confision. They inevitably find the .
selves tackling the problems of peac
4 cartain point in the stream of events,
Their primary duty is to save what they
can for their own people. They then.
selves Gannot but be part of the sequ-=
ghce of errors, confusions, prejadices
which have regently gathered to'a head
and poispned a great civilisation,
(Continued on Page 4.)

”













	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)

