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THE TRAVANCORE QUESTION
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FORMER MINISTER OF EDUCATION MADRAS GOVT.

A —

The controversy over the new educa-
tion folicy of the Travancore Govern-
ment has unfortunately been carried on
for so long a period and 'in o sickaning
a manner that lovers of peacefol
progress atd of communal harmony in
the conntry muost make a serious and
sincere effort to end  this controversy.
As one who has had a long connection,
in different capacities, with Edueation
as wall as with Catholic Education and
Tnstitutions, I trust I will be given a
patient and reasonable hearing. As an
Indian, lonzing for the early attainment
of India's Independence, and as a
Catholic, looging fora better under-
standing and concord between major
and minor communities in the country,
1 am convinced that the prolongation of
this controversy is dangerous to the
continuance of the past happy relation-
ship between the State and the Chuarch
and between Hindus and Christizns in
Tndia. I am also egually convincad
that, if this controversy has taken an
unopleasant tarn, it is duz toa want of
clear understanding of the Catholic
pasition by the public and the Govern-
ment and of the Government's pasitian
by the Catholics.

First of all, let me express my appre-
ciation of the move of the Travancore
Government to introduce free and
compulsory primary education in  the
State, realising that it is a primary duty

“the State to promote the literacy of
its subjects. Every lover of the cultural
as well as of the economic and political
progress of India mast heartily support
this timely move of the progressive
State of Travancore. But this is
nothing new. Hwer since the move
made by the great patriot and statésman
G. K. Gokhale, this has been the dream
of all national leaders and of far-seeing
admipistrators. During the Justice
Ministry, the frst move was made in
the Province of Madras, and the Con-
gress Ministry entbusiastically continued
it, making primary education free aod
compulsory in selected areas (as was

the case with Prohibition). Many
Municipalities and District Boards
adopted it. So, if Travancore has

adopted it now, it is nothing new.

What is reably new in this policy is
the fixing of a definite pericd of ten
years to complete the introduction of
the scheme throughout the Travancore
Grate, This feature of the policy shows
both wisdom and a sense of reality gn
the part of Sir C.P. Ramaswamy Ayyar,
the able Dewan, who presidas over the
destinies of Travancore today, and
every one must congratulate him on
these two features of his education
policy-

STATE MONOPOLY

But there is a third feature which is
iz not only new, but Il'adical and revolu-
tionary, viz., the decision of the Tra-
vancore Government to eliminate, in
‘he conrse of ten years, every ona 0.{
‘the private schools in the f!.-ehj. of pri-
mary edueation, thus‘ bringing all
primary schools in the State, not gnly
under the control, but also tnder the
management ol the Ggvernmant, L_!:Lm
at the end of ten years, every primary
school in the Ftate  will ba A Gavern
ment ar Sarkar schoo]. the State having
a2 monopoly ol primary pducation | It

is this revolutionary leature of the néw

by the
a5 it
other parts of India
—by > Catholics all over India today.
Whi Brahmins, Nairs, Ezhavas and
others of the Hindu fold welcoma the
new policy of manopoly, Catholics alone
oppose it, and why ?

policy that is being opposed
Catholics of Travancore, and
likely ta spread to

The troe answer to  this question has
not been understood by many non-
Catholics. When my esteemed friends
like the TRt Hon, Srinivasa Sastri, Sir
Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyar, Dewan
Bahadur I8 5. Ramaswamy Sastri and
others, make statements not hased on
facts nor grounded on an undérstanding
of the real relation of this question to
the politics of Travancore, one feels
greatly distressed and grieved, and 1
feel therefore, pressed toenlighten them
so that the past harmony and concord
between the wvarious communities and
persons working for the progress of the
country, might continue to their muatual
benefit as well as to the good of the
nation,

Let me first assure ndn Christian
friends of FIVE FACTS.,
(1) The agitation of the Travancare
atholics is not the result of any kind
of disloyalty to the Royal Family or to
the Government or to ths Dewan,
Catholics and their Bisheps and Priests
faithfully follow the teaching of the
Founder of  their Church, Who has
commanded them to give unto Caesar
the things that are Casesar’s and *unto
God the things that are God's. Hence
they are the most loyal of all the sub-
jects—a truth admitted by Sir C. P,
éamaswam: Ayyar bimself in some of
15 speeches.

(2) Catholics are not against free
and universal primary education, In
fact, they have been pioneers in this
field ewverywhere. Attached to every
church, in village or town, yon will find
a Cathaolic School, so that every boy and
girlwof the locality, irrespective of creed
and caste, may receive the benefits of
primary education. The very Malaya-
lam word for a school—(Pallikudam)—
is a proof ofuthis fact, The only differ-
ence ligs in the pature of the force ap-
plied to enforce compulsion; the Church
uses moral force and pressure
State uses the physical force of the
policeman and the court, Which of the
two is better ?-—let the natiopalists of
the Gandhian school answer this ques-
tion. If they are true to Gandhism,
they will certainly prefer a system in
which moral force is employed. This is
the time-honoured, traditional policy of
the Catholic Church and of other
Christian denominations, and it is this
early educational work of the Christian
missions that has enabled Cochin and
Travancors to occupy the frst place, in
the matter of literacy in India, \What

gratitude, then, the State owes' the
Church !
(3) By taking & distinct stand on

this educational question, Catholics do
not intend to form a separate ‘Catholic-

able age and stamping apon their minds
the seal of unity. II any administrator

thed

asthan’ in Travangore or in Iodia, They
are not isolationists like thesadvocates
of Palkisthan or Dravidasthan, They
stand for the political unity of Taodia, |
based on social anity, bringing togsther
children of all ereeds and eastes

common schaol during their impee

ESSAYIST

11
But what is moreglear to my heart,
more than the Essa;fk in Literature, is
that he is an Essay Living, And

who is an Essayist}
teaches us to live a and happy life,
a True Life. To us, Christ the
?-‘suprem‘ Essayist in living, for He
taught men, as no gther man ever did,
how to live a True Life. He is the
Supreme Saint, and every persan who
raflects the Image of Our Lord in his
life—Jesns is the Plenitude of Life —is
also each in his own measure an essayist
in living, Such persons are the Saints.
They alone can teach us the searst of
a true life, a happy life, 'They lose ail,
to gainall, They are our guides, by
what they are, and not by what they
have, With unerring exactitude, they
lead us nearer and nearer to tha Troe
and the Eternal, for they “On honey
dew have fed,

And drunk the milk of Paradise’.

® ® *

Judged by this standard, Newman is
to me a perfect Kssayist in Living—
as near to perfection, as mortal man can
be. You have but toread his works
and his Biography to kmow that the
greater part of his life was one protract-
ed Martyrdom,—being metaphorically
flayed alive for long, lonz years—a
martyrdom far more excruciatingly pain-
ful and agonising, than that of a St

ing? He who

15

we have more martyrs, who are that,
without shedding their blood, than those
who did shed it, to testify to theirFaith.

to be martyrs all,

Newman loved homesty, better than
name ; truth better “than friends, He
had to ‘give up much that he had dearly

examines the figures io his own Educa-
tion Department, as I have done whils I
was Minister for Education, he will find
that Christian schools and colleges are
more represantative of all communities
in a locality or town or disttict thana
Government or Ldcal Board schaol or
schools run by such private agencies as
Ramakrishna Mission or Nair Society or
| Muslim  Education Association, The
Christian schools are really, silently and
maost efficaciously producing men and
women imbued with the ideal of broth-
erhood, which is so essential to create
the social unity of India as the pnecessary
background for her political unity., And
you want to kill the goose that lays
golden ezgs |

RELIGIOUS TEACHING AND

CONVERSION
(4) A fact that isnot known to
many, bat has to be known toall, Iis

that in Catholic schools and eolleges,
Catholic religion is taught only to
Catholic pupils. This has been the
traditional policy of the Catholic Church,
unlike the Protestant churches, Those
educated in Protestant Missionary insti-
tutions, like Sir C. P., who, in their
school and college days, had, willingly
o inwillingly, attended the “Bible
| Clags” becansa of the compulsory
attendance enforced on them by the
rules of the school or college, ought to
be careful in making generalisations on g
! this question,—unless their object is to
mislead others.

g (Continued on Page )

Lawrence, ora St, Cecilia. Balisve me,

In a certain sense, Our Lord wants us

CARDINAL NEWMAN AS AN

IN LIVING

CHEVALIER S. ARULANANTHAM
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loved and priced, and to turn his back
on his kindred ‘&nd his father's home
to fallow the kindly Light against
which he never would sin; to join a
church, the members of which were
looked upon in the England of his day
as so many social Pariahs. Being
Saul, he had to become Paul, for he
was Christ's own vessel of ealection,
called by Him to confound the conceit
of the Proud and the wisdom of the
great ones of the earth, Is it any won-
der, that he should bave had to endure
the parsecution, suffered by the Apostle
of the Gentiles?

Newman had forsooth to bear the
blast of tremendous malice, of impla-
cable hatred ; had to pursue, for years
after bis conversion, a lonely road, like
unto his DMaster, nidden from the pub-
lic eye, forgotten by the world at large,
little esteemed even by Catholics, tra-
duced, standered, and only when thought
of, pursned with a rancour almest
Satanic in its iotensity; he was com-
pared even to Locifer himself —"How
art thou fallen,” from Heaven, O Luci-
fer, son of the Morning” (Kingsley)
cut off —the most unkindest cut—evan
from the University, which his pre-
‘sence had made illustrious, this warrior
of Christ held on unflinchingly, from
Gethsemany to calvary, to bear, witness
to Truth, to confess Christ. Merily gen-
tlemen ““There is no drinking of pearls,

except they be dissolved in bitiog
tears’.

It is the thought of all these—the
thought of his livinpg martyrdom,

more than his later vigtory and glory
~—that makes the Catholic world of this
day exclaim with jubilation and grati-
tyde, Gaudeamus, Te Deum Laudsa-

us! How wondrous are the waysof
God ! How merciful the Lord is| His
all embracing Providence was then
watching over England teo—England
the Island of Saints, which had given
to the Church more than 300 cannonis-
ed Saints before the so-called Refopma-
tion; that Providence,
over the fall of the sparrow and clothes
the lilies of the field, was not less
mindful of its children. Varying ills
and needs of humanity, require the ser-
vices of variously gifted Saints. God

demand them, A Benzdict, an Athana_,-
sius, an Augustine, a Dominic, a Francis
of Assisi, an [gnatius Loyola, and in
this our times, a Little Flower—these
arebut a few of the many, that can be
named. And in the England of the 19th
Century, the Lord raised op Newman,
to warn the English and to guide back

their prodigal steps, towards their Fa-
ther's Hume. 4

our Catholic young wen, should run
after the rust, and dust and dirt of anti-
catholic, nay even anti-God and immoral
writers, when we have such master
minds, towering minds, lofty and saintly
minds like that of Newman and other
Catholic intellectuals to read | How long
are we going to wait to realise, tpat
we must bear testimony to our Faith,
and be prepared to lose all, to fMd
all? If Newman's life has any meaning
for us, it is that, For be will ever
keeps pointing out tous, the Light
effulgent, that radiates from Calvary,
which alone can gently lead us on,
O'er moor and fen, O'er cragand

torrent, till The Night is gong, =

that watches |

always raises them up, when the times .

To conclude, what a pity it is, that «
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