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THE CANON LAW AND
CATHOLIC EDUCATION

"N ————— A —

The Catholic position with regard to
education is nowhere stated more plain-
ly, more briefly, and more authorita-
tively than in the Code of Canon Law,
In a few short paragraphs the traditional
teaching of the Catholic Church on this
important subject 1s set forth, and the
policy to which the Church has con-
‘stantly adhered is explained. It may
‘be worth while to direct the attention
of our readers to those Canons. They
will help to clear up hazy notions on
the sabject, and they will help us to
realize how closely it is bound up with
our Christian faith.

Canon 1113 :

“Parents are bound by a most
serious obligation to procure as
far as possible the religious, mor-
al, physical, and civil education
of their children, and to provide
also for their temporal ‘welfare.”

By “civil education” without doubt
the Code means the imparting of that
knowledge and training to the children
which will enable them to fill worthily
the place which they are destined to
occupy in civil life. We may notice
how broad are the ideas of the Church.
She is influepced . by no parrow spirit
in ber educational aims. By the law
of mature the young  during their years
of immaturity are to be fitted to take
their place in life. The duty of so
fitting them is imposed by nature on
those who brought them into the world.
By the very nature of things parents
are responsible for the education of
their children, and, as long as they do
their duty, they cannot be deprived of
that responsibility by any human power,
Religion gives its sanction to this
pataral duty and enforces it.

Then we come to another great
principle of Catholic education, the
rights of the Christian Church. Cath-
olics, as members of the Church, fully
recognise and admit the rights of the
Charch in the education of her children,
The Church is under the obligation
to teach especially her own members
what their duties are, and what is the
extent and limit of them. She is faith-
ful to her office and insists that baptised
Christians shall receive a Christian
education.

Canon 1372 says :

“All Catholics are to be
bronght up from childhood in
such a way that not only nothing
- be taught them which is opposed
to the Catholic religion and to
good morals, but that religious
and moral training hold the first
Pm'l! . 3

Canon 1374 enacts :

,’_ “Catholic children must not
? to non-Catholic, undenomina-
onal, or mixed schools.”

1n order that Catholic children may
be able to obtain the kind of education
~ which their faith requires, the Catholic
= Gkureb;-r.liaims-lhgtight td found Cath-
alic schools.

Canon 1375 :

“The Church has the right to|

foundgchools of all- kinds and of
all des.”

A

'Tircvent the main object of Cath-
olic schools being forgotten the Code
lays down that :

Canon 1373 :

_“Religious instruction must be
given in all schools of whatever
grade suitably to the age of the
scholars” :

Itis to be noted that the Catholic
clergy, Bishops and priests, are bound
by these laws, not less bat more than
the laity. One of the chief burdens and
anxieties of the Catholic clergy is to
provide for the Catholic education of
their people. In striving toobtain their
educational rights they are not striving
after power or money, they are simply
doing their duty. The Code is not
silent on this point.

Canon 1379 prescribes @

“If Catholic elementary and
secondary schools do not exist,
Bishops must take care that they
be built.”

The Catholic position, then, on the
education guestion is clearly outlined in
the Code of Canon Law. It may
be stated in this way. The education
of children belongs by natural and
divine law to their parents. This does
not mean that the parents can give
them any sort of education they like, or
no education if they so please. They
have the right because they have the
duty to so educate their children that
they may be fit to take the place in lite
which is destined for them, and attain
the end for which they came into the
world. Catholic parents recognise this
duty, and they also recognizse their obli-
gation to accept the teaching and guid-
ance of the Catholic Church as to the
nature, extent, and limits of this and
of all their other duties. Moreover, the
Catholic Church has received a divine
commission to teach religion and moral-
ity to all men, and more especially to
her own baptised members, Practical-
ly, she can enly exercise her right and
fulfil her daty by requiring that Cath-
olic children should be educated in
Catholic schaols under Catholic teach.
ers, For centuries she has exercised
this right, as history abundantly testi-
fies,

As long as parents do not abuse their
parental rights and desive to do their
duty by their children, it only remains
for the State to provide them with the
means of giving their children an ade-
quate education. ,

The Catholic ideal is that parents,
Church, and State should loyally work
together to give such an education to
the young that when they come to

maturity they may be ﬁtted_tc take
their place in the national life, lead

gaod, decent, and uceful lives, and save
their souls in the end, "

CANADIAN HIERARCHY UPHOLDS
CLAIMS OF POLAND

“The courageous part which the
Russian people have played in turning
away from the world the frightful Nazi
domination should not blind us regard-

ing the world revolution which the
leaders of international Communism
always seek,” «declare the Canadian

Hierarchy in a statement upholding the
rights of Poland.

The statement, signed by Cardinal
Villeneuve, Archbishop of Quebec, and
the other Archbishops, continues :

“Governmeng and citizens alike have
a grave obligation to check among us
the Communistic infiltrations under
whatever external appearance they may
present themselves.

“It is comforting that even outside
Catholic circles, part of public opinion
is on guard against this kind of danger
of international dictatorship.

“We express the hope that the Allied
Nations will not abandon Poland to her
fate, for it was the defence of Poland
which first motivated our entry into the
war and which was the greatest incen
tive to our valiant forces.

“The late Cardinal Hinsley said with
reason that the treatment accorded to

Poland would be the touchstone of the
loyalty of the Allied Nations in their
efforts to re-establish liberty and justice
in the world.

“Poland, in resisting so courageously
the Nazi oppression, has earned the
right to admiration and protection by
all civilised nations. ’

“The same measure of sympathetic
understanding is offered to all nations
who have suffered the tyranny of
aggression,

“We warn once more against mater-
ialst and atheistic Communism which
personifies in the world all unleashed
forces against the Church and the
moral values for which the Church has
the care—namely, human dignity and
Christian liberty.”

This is the second warning against
Communism made by the Canadian
Hierarchy within 18 months, A state-
ment in October, 1943 said:" “The
Bishops reiterate their condemnation of
Communism under whatever name it
may be used to mislead the good faith
of the people and set us a system of
totalitarianism destructive of liberty and
idegrad[ng to the human person.”—The

Universe.

We are able to give this week three
views on the Polish-Russian question.

They are the views of

1. The Polish Government, as
givén to us by a  Polish spokesman
commenting on the Prime Minister's
broadcast and the Government’s plan
for an Allied Commission.

42, The Russian puppet Government,
as taken straight from a broadcast of
an official statement by Bierat, ths
“President.”

3. The view of the Vatican, from
articles in the “Osservatore Romano,”
the text of which has reached us, These
were written before the Russian recog-
pition of Lublin.

® The three separate contributions need
no farther comment.

LONDON

1 hold out my band to the ‘Soviet
Union,,... asa Pole and one of the
leaders of the Underground Movement
which has not for one moment since the
beginning of the war ceased from its
lifa-and-death struggle against the Ger-
man invader, as a Socialist, as Prime’
Minister of the Polish Government,”

This statement i3 taken from & broad-
cast made by Premier Arciszewski to
Poland on January 19
On January 22, a Note requesting
the establishment of an Allied Commis-
sion to handle the internal affairs of
Poland until free elsctions could be held
was handed to the representatives of
the Allied Governments in London.

The full details of this communica-

THREE PRONOUNCEMENTS

LONDON—LUBLIN—VATICAN
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in the hands of our Allies, requesting
that it be judged within the framewark
of International Law.

“We have asked that an Inter-Allied
Commission administer the affairs of
our country from the time of liberation
until free elections be held.

“The Commission would protect the
¢lections, guarantesing their completely
democratic procedare. :

“An Intec-Allied Military Commis=
sion would police our country during
the period up to and during the elec-
tions.

“Poland’s case now rests in the hands
of all our Allies, We caonot 'alla\y-'it
to be settled by one country employing
force. 3

“\\e are prepared to remainin Lon=
don until the elections are held. Our,
Prime Minister, Mr, Arciszewski, i8 not
concerned with the future of his office:
or the future of his colleagues’ office;
his concern is the future of a free Po-
land. It is our copcern. shall
return to Poland as a peace-tim
cratically elected Government

shall hand over our Governmsnt. Cbs
freely elected Polish Qpp_p_élﬁﬁgz' ‘
"\We are confident our Aﬂtgx will
treat our request with svymtﬁ,..'

LUBLIN

contral

Tﬁﬂfsﬂ-&ﬁ'&lf..ﬂmﬂﬂiﬁy 3
tion of all bpp’é}_!_iﬁdg‘.-:fq:-ﬂtﬁr

tion have not been released to the public |
but I have discussed the matter with a
Polish statesman, who stated

“YWe have placed our case completely

inspired “democracy.”
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