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@ecw Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
-In purer lives Thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness,

Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of Thy peace.

-JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIE
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At All the Timfs You Can,
To All the People You Can,
As long as Ever ...

... You Can!

Founded 1874




Dear Friends,

It gives me great pleasure to write this message of

felicitation, as the President of the Old Boys Association of
the UK branch, for the 3rd annual gathering of

Methodist Central College, Batticaloa. I feel it is the most
important event amongst our old boys and amongst the society
in the UK. This event, which was started in 2014, has reached
the third year with more than three hundred participants.

This is one of the unique events, in unison it is a social gathering with the past
pupils, friends and families wanting to come together on this wonderful evening with
varying interests. It also gives them an opportunity to meet their old schoolmates,
Jamilies and friends. This reflects the basic culture of respect and gratitude for our
teachers, for our peers and moreover for our school as a whole and what it stands for.

I am proud to state that Methodist Central College is the first educational institution
in Batticaloa and the first English language School in Sri Lanka, which goes without
saying that I am proud to be a part of it. This is indeed a praiseworthy achievement
Jor Methodist Central College, Batticaloa, as it reaches its 202 years! This itself is an
indication of the value of it’s educational philosophys, it’s vision and it’s mission.

The spread of the institution in the United Kingdom and abroad, speaks volumes
about it’s commitment and it’s contribution to the field of education. Methodist
Central College also has to credit the honour of having produced an illustrious OBA
in UK, which has contributed to the fibre of the growth and prosperity of Batticaloa,
Methodist Central College. The Vision of this OBA is to develop the school in the
field of sports and to help the students who are undergoing financial difficulties for
various reasons and are finding it difficult to continue their studies. I wish the OBA
all the very best for achieving this vision.

The aim of this event is to help our parent school, back in Sri Lanka, of the partici-
pating OBAs, by sharing amongst them the surplus funds collected, to be used for
their development. While participating fully in this popular event, I am certain that
all the constituent OBAs of this organisation have benefitted over the years, both fi-
nancially and in other ways.

I would like to thank all our past and current committee members for their continu-
ous support and sincere commitment in taking up various responsibilities for the suc-
cess of our union. I extend my appreciation and express my gratitude to sponsors,
Jor the financial support; for Business and Trade Stall holders, for their contribu-
tions; for the advertisers in the Souvenir Magazine; for all well-wishers, for their
loyalty. Finally, I wish to convey my best wishes for the success of this celebrations
and for the continuing endeavour of the Methodist Central College, Batticaloa, to
achieve significant new heights in the field of education.

Senduran Sampanthamoorthy
President, MCC OBA (UK)



| Principal's Message

It is my delight and honour to contribute

to this souvenir magazine issued by the

Old Boys' Association in the United Kingdom.
As the present principal of Batticaloa,
Methodist Central College, I am greatly
impressed by the continual growth and the

progress in the activities and to see our
school's rich history brought into limelight internationally

by events conducted by the Old Boys' Association of Batticaloa
Methodist Central College, UK.

I really appreciate the fact that in this busy world where everyone minds their
own business, a group of past pupils sacrifice their time and ¢ffort to support '
and sustain their Alma Mater, which paved the way for their futures. -

The gratitude that you have shown to your school by maintaining a close rela-
tionship and helping both financially and voluntarily, has not been in vain.
We have been able to complete various projects through the support of the
OBAs worldwide, who have kept in touch with the school at the same time
with the other past pupils.

I sincerely wish that the UK, Old Boy's Association of Methodist Central
College, Batticaloa, will move from strength to strength in the coming years.
Though I cannot be in person to share in the celebration, I whole heartedly
wish the you all a wonderful evening.
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Greater London
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m Asylum, Nationality and all Immigration matters
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Dynamic
S Consultants

‘What we do

Mortgage referrals - Commercial, Residential,
Buy to let, Right to buy

Insurance referrals - Life Insurance, Critical
lliness Cover, Income Protection, Home Insurance

\ Contact Bhavin 07597653670
\ Contact Sanjiv 07597654481

™ Sanjiv@ksdynamicconsultants.com
™ Bhavin@ksdynamicconsultants.com

We do home visits
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| A NOTE ON 2
THE COLLEGE CREST

- By Past Principal S.V.0.Somanader
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| do not know if all of us are
aware of the significance of our
College Crest, wich was my
pleasurable privilege to design at the
special request of the Rev.
R.W.Holtom, B.Sc., during his
principalship. | thought a note onit, in
; this our first issue of the College
Magazine, would not be out of place,
¢ lml!LW@@-‘ so that we might all understand and

«( appreciate its meaning.
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First of all, you have in the bottom half of the crest the wide concerned
before you, and in the background, on the Eastern horizon, you see the
sun rising In its splendor and diffusing its rays of light to brighten up
the surface. In the same way, Batticaloa Central College - through its
students - should ‘shed light' to illumine the ‘darkness of the land’ -
especially Batticaloa which can be regarded as ‘the land of the Rising
Sun’, so far as our Ceylon is concerned.

Then you have, on the top left, an open book, signifying that the
student of Central should love books (study), and especially the book
of life, valuing knowledge for its own sake, and ordering his life
according to the Book of Books. All our learning and our thinking should
not lead us to sin and wrong but-as the dove flying over the book
signifies - to purity, innocence, simplicity of character, and reverence
for all that is noble. This is all very important especially at this time
when the knowledge that we gain is being directed towards evil ends -
crime, selfishness, bribery, corruption and other similar vices.

“Let knowledge grow from more to more,
But more of reverence in us dwell:
That mind and soul, according well,
May make one music as before,
But vaster” .........

The Coconut palm on the top right has alwo a great meaning. While it
Is typical of our pretty East Coast, it indicates that our growth should
be “tall” and “straight” and just as every part of the palm is of use to
man, the student of Central should not only be “straight-forward” but
useful-every part of him being used for unselfish service in the cause of
humanity around.

If we live and set like the palm, the dove, and the book, and the rising
sun over the sea of ignorance, then, and then only, can we grow-up to
be good citizens and shed lustre. But no light that we radiate upon the
world around us is worth anything if it is not reflected from the light of
God who is the Source of all light.

All these, then in a broad sense, sum up the meaning of our school
Motto “In Lumine tuo Lumen” (In Thy Light is light) found at the
bottom of our Crest.

Let us all remember, therefore , what our school-crest stands for, and
strive - with God's grace-to shed light and lustre, and thus live up to its
great and noble significance.

From the First College Magazine - ‘The Cetralite’-1946
NSNS L N, TN/,
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Rev. William Ault,

The first and the founding principal of

Batticaloa Methodist Central College.

Rev., William Ault was born in West Bromwich, Warwickshire in 1775, From his
young age, he had read the Bible and he was jointly conducting a Sunday School in his
home town. He was called to do God's work and he entered Ministry in 180s.

Ault expressed his interest to assist the Rev. Dr. Thomas Coke in the overseas
Ministry work. When Rev. Coke was selecting Ministers as missionaries to Ceylon,
he included Rev. Ault and his wite, Sarah. They all made their way to Portsmouth and
went on board ship on 30th December, 1813 and set sail for Ceylon, the next day.

Dr. Coke sailed on “"Cabalva™ with Benjamin Clough and Mr & Mrs William Harvard.
Lynch, Erskine, Squance and Mr & Mrs Ault sailed on * Lady Melville”. It was a
difficult journey on the stormy seas. Ault's wife who was already showing signs of
pulmonary disease died on 10th February 1814 and was buried at sea. It was
unfortunate, Dr. Coke suddenly appeared weak on May 2nd. Though he took
medicine, he was found dead on the floor of his cabin at 5.30, next morning. The death
of their revered leader shattered the hopes ot their Mission. Though the outlook for
the Mission was gloomy to the young and inexperienced missionaries, yet they with
all “FAITH" proceeded on the journey.

When their ship was sighted three miles off-shore from Galle harbour, the master
attendant sent two boats to meet it. It was on Wednesday June 29th 1814, Lynch,
Squance and Clough reached ashore in one of those boats. Ault and Erskine who were
in the other boat were carried away by strong winds and tides to the open sea in
darkness, but they landed unhurt at Weligama at 2.30 a.m.

On Monday, July 11th , the missionaries drew lots to choose their stations. Ault was
to proceed alone to Batticaloa and the journey proved to be perilous. He was to travel
almost over 200 miles by sea in a dhoney (a small sailing vessel). The expected three
days’ journey took almost eight days. The crew in the dhoney were lazy and they
sailed in a haphazard manner. An anchor was lost in a strong wind. Food and water
nearly used up, almost all Ault’s books, and some of his other belongings were spoilt
by drenching seas. Once he tell over the side of the boat, and when at last he arrived
at his destination, the boat capsized.

Batticaloa at that time, had suffered a drought for two years and was painfully affected
with sickness. Soldiers were dying daily in the crowded hospitals; the temperature
was 91 degrees in the shade.

The people were in a state of fear due to an earthquake which
happened a fortnight before.




When the Rev. William Ault, the first Methodist Missionary to Batticaloa
arrived on the 12th of August 1511, Mr. Simon Sawyers, the Collector of
Revenue at that time welcomed him and encouraged him to open an

English school. Ault opened his first school (eventually grew into
Batticaloa Methodist Central College) in a large store room granted by
Mr. Sawyers which was probably one of the Customs Warehouses in the
town. There were just five students at the inception, three of themn were
orphan sons of two British soldiers who had died of an epidemic of fever,
while two others were boys of the locality — one of them was Rajakarier
Daniel Somanadar who is the great grandfather of Dr. S.V.O Somanader
(The first Sri Lankan principal of Batticaloa Methodist Central College).

Rev. Ault taught the English language and the first principles of the true religion. He learnt
Tamil and preached freely. Altogether he established eight Schools and he visited them with
great enthusiasm; preaching to both Hindus and Muslims and was joyously ministering to a

congregation ot 150.

Ault’s health was already deteriorating. Though he was suffering from high fever, he was in
perfect possession of his reason till the last moment. At his request, his only attendant read
the Scripture-Jeremiah 3: +-22. At the start, he listened with attention and then saying “It is
enough”, turned aside on his bed and breathed his last.

When Ault died on April 1st 1815, there were 10 Students in the first School he founded.
Just before Ault died, he wrote a hymn which was sung on June 29th to mark the early years
of the Methodist Mission.

The 12th of August 1514 is a significant day for Batticaloa Methodist Central College, for it
was on this date that the founder of the School, the Rev. William Ault arrived in Batticaloa.
Though the Methodist Church in Sri Lanka will be celebrating its Bicentenary on 29th June
2014, Batticaloa Methodist Central College will be completing its 200 years of existence
only on 12th August , 201+ and this day can never be forgotten by the past and present
students of the college.

Rev. Ault was the first to join the Dr. Coke’s band of Missionaries and he was the first to die

on the Asian soil. Today, the Church and the School he founded continue the noble work of

a long Iine of selfless missionaries and they remain as his fitting memorials.

Reterences:
1. A history of the Methodist Church in Ceylon (1814 -1961)
2. Ceylon and its Methodism.

Compiled by,
Mr. A. A. Arulannarajah B.Sc. Dip-in-Ed. S.L.E.A.S.
(Former Principal of Batticaloa Methodist Central College)
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With Best Wishes
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Call us to book your accommodation
anywhere in the world. Our specialist
staff will help you to save on your
accommodation. For further details
and a quote, please call
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New York
Los Vegas
Toronto
Vancouver

Sydney
Auckland

ed fares were correct at the time of printing but are subject to change and cannot

We can help you to obtain visas to
India, Sri Lanka, Dubai, Australia,
and USA. Forfurther details and a
quote, please call
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Direct to offer a wide range of
Insurance policies for most ages.
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Sri Lankan & Indo Chinese Cuisine

Bed and Breakfast

Function Room

Beer Garden
Shisha Bar
Ample car park

O2O 8648 4868

London Road. Mitcham, Surrey. CR4 4BG. United Kingdom.
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Dear Centralites and Friends,

It gives me great pleasure and honour, as the Secretary of
Methodist Central College Old Boys Association in the

United Kingdom, to write this message for our college souvenir.
I am proud to convey my good wishes to our members and
friends around the world on our annual get together.

First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to express a
warm and sincere welcome to everyone for attending and
gracing this Dinner Dance, in celebration of all that we have achieved over the
past year. May I give my sincere appreciation to each and every one of you,
for your continued support to our Alma Mater. Your support and continuous
encouragement gives us inspiration and strength to carry the esteemed name
of our Alma Mater in the future.

Our school is passing through it’s 202nd year of existence, and this occasion is our
third year of celebration in the United Kingdom since the inauguration of our
OBA. I am so humbled and privileged to serve this prestigious old boys association
in UK. It brings to us memories of friendship, joy and excellence in life experience.
Anywhere in the world, past pupils’ gatherings are remarkable and unique.

It re-energizes and epowers us for a self - satisfying life. It recalls so many good
memories and the history which shows to us who we are, our background, our
values, our norms, our gratitude and respect for our leaders, teachers, peers and
our country men. These celebrations are significant events in the life of people.

I am glad our association in the UK have good links and great respect with our
brother associations in the North America, Australia, Norway and Sri Lanka.

I strongly believe this glorious relationship and cooperation among

our associations will lead to many major projeets in the future. Due to all our
members’ motivation and tireless work, we have managed, without failing, various
achievements and projects that have been carried out for our college in the last
three years. I hope this will continue with all your help in the future. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you who have contributed
towards this event in various ways, and have made this a wonderful day for all of
our committee members and their families who have worked day and night without
any hesitation to make this evening a great success.

I am sure you all will have a good time and I wish you all an enjoyable and a most
remarkable day.

Nantha Sivaganeshar
Secretary, MCC OBA (UK)



Dear Fi riends,

It is an honour and pleasure in writing this message on this occasion as the

Treasurer for the Old Boys Assocwtwn of Methodist Central College, UK.

'generatwns over the last 202 years. I am certain that we as the past students being a

part of this great heritage can help our school to maintain and deepen its past

: tmdttwns by our little contributions from wherever we live.

In 2014 we had our first fund raising event. Since then we have had two successful

_events and still managed to make substantial profit. I'm proud to share that we have

carrled out some essential work requested by the school from the funds we raised
since then.

"':""'Sb'ﬁie of the contributions are:

. We are f nancmlly helpmg Rs. 8, 000 ona monthly basis to a med:cal student who

. ':. Crwket materials boughtfor Rs.100,000 that to be used by talented young crlcket.

_ ers. Also Rs. 80,000 was recently sent to Centralite’s sports club Jor cricket shoe pur-

chase. This will be used in their day to day practice and tournaments.
* Paid Rs.35,000 for cricket nets. Together with Sri Lankan OBA's initiative a prac-

7 i tice net was built in the old Prmczpal s quarters This will gitoninge boys to prac-

.4 plmtacopy machme for Rs.127,200 was donated to the school adrmmstratwn

off ce. This replaces the malfunctioning old copier.
. Hzred an external IT teacher to enhance IT skills for the students who opted in to

We aim to delwer major projects to enhance the quality of our school’s education,
orts and teaching.

The ald boys are an inspiration and can help the school that is contributing a good
service to the betterment of the young in the field of education.

Jacofi Julian Thanuharan

Treasurer, MCC OBA (UK)
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Expressing our best complements to Methodist Central College

OBA UK Annual Dinner. & Dance
2016

'HEADINGTONIFOOD. & WINE

Sri Lankan, South Indian, Filipino & African
Vegetable, Grocery & Off licence

Contact Headington

Tel 01865236066 |  OXEORD
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Mr& Mrs_Shanthlrakumar



Extending our best wishes on your annual -
gathering...
L

thys

[ 4

In Memory of
¢..Mr. Sinnathamby Nagalingam, .\

: ""‘3-'.-(-.l"ustice of Peace, Licensed Surveyor, Leveller, Valuer and Court Commissione

(15.01.1945 - 14.12.20

b I never ask for miracles, §
But today
W justone would do,
o see the front door open
See our Dad walk through.

A
% J['iin- AL

Loving




ith Best Compliments
In memory of

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS

14.06.1936 - 01.01.1997 I MM O O

DAVID ARULANANTHAM

EVERY DAY IN SOME
SMALL WAY
WE MISS YOU MORE THAN
WORDS CAN SAY.
IN OUR HEARTS YOU WILL
ALWAYS STAY

] - LOVED AND REMEMBERED
.1 Gnanasooryam Square, S e
Trinco Road, 5 e - EVERY DAY a

Batticaloa. 4




2l fIn"_:'owng Memoryof'
. -t-_h0m

T

03.12.1934 - 21.12.2001

“For if we believe that Jesus died

and rose again, evenso
- God will bring with Him those

who have

fallen asleep in Jesus.”

- Thessaloniansi4:14







Best Wishes on this memorable day...

Remembering you is easy
Dad,

I do it every day,
And missing you is
something
That will never go away.

PBeloved Son,

K ailaivasan - Livchool
2016

07.07.1925—-28.01.1987
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Best Wishes on your glittering
evening......

In Loving Memory of

Late Mr. & Mrs. Sambanthamoorthi

Those we love don't go away,

‘ 7‘:{?:{ w(,PE ‘)e,wle; uAh

i every day.

Py u nseen, unl!mu{.
<« but always near.

and verv dear.

Family of
4 Sampanthamoorthy
Indravilla
Chenkalla




Loving Brother,

Kamadchisundaram Rajkumar
Sutton 2016
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The College Song...

Land of our birth, we pledge to thee
Our love and toil in the years to be;
When we are grown and take our place ,
As men and women with our race.

Teach us to bear the yoke in youth,
With steadfastness and careful truth;
That in our time; thy grace may give

The truth whereby the nations live.

Teach us to rule ourselves always,
Controlled and cleanly night and day,

That we may bring, if need arise,
No maimed or worthless sacrifice.

Teach us to look, inall our ends,
On thee for judge, and not our friends;
That we, with thee, may walk un cowed,
By fear or favour of the crowd.

Teach us the strength that cannot seek

By deed or thought to hurt the weak;
That under thee we may possess,
Man's strength to succour man’s distress,

Teach us delight in simple things,
And mirth that has no bitter springs;
Forgiveness free of evil done,
And love to allmen_‘Neath the Sun’.

Land of our birth, our faith our-pride,...
For whose dear sake our fathers died,
O motherland we pledge to thee,
Head, heart, and hand through the years to be.

- Rudyard Kipling.
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ca:emdconmmmtmbrmosewhnneed
i& comfort of their home rather than move

Contact us

Telephone: 0333 202 6398 .
E-Mail: surrey-east@clarriots.co.uk :
Web: www.clariiols.co.uk/surrey-sast
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