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WE STRUGGLE FOR THE
- OF OUR CHILDREN

NEW YEAR PRAYER

Lord, make me an instrument of Grant that ¥ may mot so much

Your Peace,

Where there is hatred, let me  501€; .
sow love; To be understood as to under-
Where there is injury, pardon; stand;
To be loved as to 18&;

Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light; Tt is in pardoning thar we are
And where there is sickness, joy; An[:lar:m:sed i;n dying that we are

O Diyine Master,
ST. FRANCIS

oFor it is in giving that we re-

seek to be consoled as to gon«

ceive; ¢

born to eternal life, Amen
OF ASSISL

ARCHRBISHOP'S NE“ YEAR MESSAGE

To the Reverend Fathers and Faith-

ful of the Archdiocese of
Colombo.
Archbishop’s House,

Colombo 8,
29th December, 1960.

Dear Reverend Fathers and Dearly
F Beloved Brethren,

The thought that dominates the
festivities of Christmas is that of
a Child. “ A Child is born to us
and a Son is given to us.”” Thus
begins the third Mags of Christ-
mas Day. It is a child, unlike
the rest of the children of men.
“ His name shall be called Won-
derful, Counsellor,God the Mighty,
the Father of the World te come,
the Prince of Peace” (Isaias ix. 6).
Of Him it is that St. John the
“Evangelist said: “In the beginning
was the Word, and iiie Word was
with God, and the Word was God.
All things were made by Him, and
witlout Him was made nothing
that was made.”” ‘“And the
Word was made Flesh and dwelt
“among us, full of Grace and Truth,
and we saw His glory, the glory
as it were of the only begotten
of the Father >’ (Jn. 1.1-3 and 14).

From the Divine Child in the
manger, our thoughts naturally
turn to the children of men, not
only because they are a reflection
of the innocent beauty of that
Child of Bethlehem, but also be-
cause that Divine Child declares
to the World, the dignity of child-
hood and offers Himself at the
same time as the model for shaping
the lives of children.

God by being born as a child
showed with how much respect
and love childhood must be treated.
God by living as a little child
showed children the path of virtue
they must tread during this their
mortal life, if one day they are to
be happy in heaven.

.

What a wonderful lesson to
parents regarding their own chil-
dren. These dear little ones are
endowed °‘with immortal souls.
While they are the bright flowers
of the home, they are also the
jewels of God’s paradise. By
baptism they have received a par-
ticipation of the Divine Nature
and have become the children of
God and heirs to heaven. Their
lives then must be modelled on
the life of the Son of God made
Man.

These children belong first and
foremost to God. God has en-
trusted them to the care of the
parents as so many talents of gold
of which one day they will have to
give a strict account. They are so
dear to Him that He will consider
as done ro Himself whatever is
done te the least of them.

Is it any wonder then, that the
Church established by Christ, Our
Saviour, lays so much stress on
the proper education of children,
is so much concerned about it?

The proper education of chil-
dren! What a wonderful vista
these words open before one’s
mind’s eye: A harmonious Chris-
tian home withGod-fearing parents,
a school with a Christian atmos-

phere, with exemplary teachers,
years of patient training, the
carving of a divine image in a
child’s character!

It is because the school is al-
most as important as the home
for this proper education of the
child that we are so much con-
cerned abeut having the proper
type of school for our children.
That is the reason for the anxiety
we feel and the pain of mind we
suffer in this present crisis.

THE PURPOSE QF OUR
STRUGGLE IS NOT TO DO
VIOLENCE OR CAUSE HARM
TO ANYONE, AS SOME
SEEM TO FEAR; IT IS NOT
THROUGH LUST FOR WOR-
LDLY GAIN AS SOME VERY
UNKINDLY HAVE SAID;
MUCH LESS IS IT THROUGH
A DESIRE TO SUBVERT OR
DESTROY THE SECULAR
STATE.

Not only have we always dis-
associated ourselves from all acts
of violence in this regard, but we
continue to protest against all
such measures with all possible
vehemence and to. forbid such de-
signs with all the authority at our
command. Our struggle is for the
souls of our children, for: their
correct education according to our
religious tenets on which, we be-
lieve, their eternal happiness de-
pends. We should not be pena-
lised for our religious beliefs for
their proper exercise. That would
be most cruel indeed. Our people
consider the right to have the free

L]

exercise of their religion to be
more precious than mere material
progress. We beg the State not
to drive them to desperation. In
justice no one can be denied the
right of self-defence against unjust
aggression. The State may have
might. But from that it dqes not
follow that might is necessarily
right. May right rather than might
prevail over the public life of our
beloved country.

And you, dearly beloved parents,
while fixing your eyes on the
Divine Babe of the manger during
these Christmas festivities, make
it your New Year resolution to be
faithful to your duties towards
your dear children, to be ready
to make every sacrifice to save
their immortal souls.

May the Divine Infant be your
light and inspiration here below
and may your dear little ones one
day be your crown of glory in
heaven.

With Our very affectionate bles-
sing to you for a Happy an
Peaceful New Year.

We remain,
Dear-Rev. Fathers and Dearly
Beloved Brethren,
Yours very devotedly in Xt. and

M.L,
Y« THOMAS ICOORAY,
M.

Archbisho{; of. Colombo.

N.B. — This letter should be
read and explained by the Fathe':s
at all the Masses on New Year’s
day.
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Christmas season search of schools by

*
CATHOLICS REMA

- In pursuance of a decision
of the Episcopal Conference
of Ceylon, for the 250th anni-
versary of the death of the
Servant of God, Father Jo-
seph Vaz, Apostle of Ceylon
(K 16 January 1711) the fol-
lowing programme is anno-
unced for the Archdiocese
of Colombo and earnestly
recommended to the organis-
ing zeal of parish priests and
heads of institutions:
1. 16th January (Anniver-
sary day).
In all parishes: Solemn
High Mass in the morn-

ing.

Pontifical High Mass: In
St. Mary's Square,
Grand St., Negombo
in the evening.

2. Preparatory Novenas (7th
to 15th January).

In all churches and chapels
a preparatory Novena
including, if desired, one
Holy Hour of Exposi-
tion' each day) shall be-
made to the Immacu-
late Conception or °St.
Josepl: #or the Cause of

FATHER JOSEPH VAZ
250th ANNIVERSARY

Fr. Joseph Vaz's Beati-
fication. During this
Novena special prayers
shall be offered for our
Catholic Schools.

3. During the year.

(a) An Exhibition will be
organised to set in re-
lief Fr. Joseph Vaz’s
most Providential role
in the history of our
Faith and the eminent
virtues with which he
fulfilled it.

(b) Schools and institutions
are exhorted to have a
programme of studies
(talks, essays, dramati-
sation) on this theme,
spread out over the year.

Programmes must please ®

be notified to Fr. Vaz Secreta-
riate, Archbishop’s House,
Colombo 8, for record and
communication to the Pos-
tulator of the Cause in, Rome.

4 THOMAS COORAY,

Archbishop. of. Colombo.
Colombo

ARMED WITH SPECIAL
LOADS OF POLICE EN

SINCE THE, SCHOOLS
FORCE. ACCORDING TO
THE SEARCH WHICH TOO!
CHRISTMAS, WAS “ FOR
DANGEROUS WEAPONS”,
OCCUPANTS WERE TAKEN

On Wednesday night, ﬂw_
de Silva, said in the course o,
action”’ would be taken by the
instructed to proceed against the
The Chairman of the Cabinet
said quite frankly in his speech
that the earlier assurgnce given
by the Prime Minister that no
force would be used in the case
of the occupied " schools,
would have to be rc_vncwcd. But
it seemed cvidc&u 'lmmd[:l? llll:‘
S ‘ons already issued (C e
pmions ot yc:\rlin:r pledge

Ch

One question is paramount:

29, December 1960.

WHAT CAUSED BHIS RE-

PROVO
Get-tough policy

SEARCH WARRANTS,

CATHOLIC GRADE 111 SCHOOLS
CUPIED BY PARENTS OF PUPILS AND
TAKE-OVER

a broadcast to the nation
Government, and that Poli
“ squatters ' in the Grade

Police

IN

3o
TERED THE PREMISES
WHICH ARE BEING ocC-
OTHERS FAMILIES
ACT CAME INTO
INFORMATION DﬁECE“ ED,
K PLACE THE 4
HAND-BOMBS AND OTHER
AND THE NAMES OF THE
DOWN BY THE POLICE.
wairman of the Cabinet Mr. C. P.
that ** firm
ice had been
I schools.

VERSAL OF THE EA RLIER
PLEDGE? Has the Govern-
ment realised that what it tho-
ught would be a damp squib,
has now turned out to be a peo-
ple's protest? Has the Govern-
ment begun to feel that the’* o¢~
cupation” has not fizzled out
as they were sure it would ? Is
their chagrin of today a sign of

ice, that the i ! / f
r?}il":{(’;t only been reviewed but  their discomfiture and their
c:;/len reversed, and that a new anger at their own miscalcula-
phase had commenced in ens tions?
forcing the Education Act. The Head of the Cabinet has

already stated that Police have
been insPructed to take firm ac-

© get

HIS HOLINESS THE POPE,
HAS NAMED FOUR
MORE CARDINALS WHOM
HE WILL OFFICIALLY,RAISE
TO THE SACRED COLLEGE
AT A CONSISTORY TO BE
HELD ON JANUARY 16TH.
The new Cardinals are:
Joseph Elmo Ritter, Arch-
bishop of St. Louis,
Joseph Humbert Quintero,

SOULS

T A A
4 new Cardinals

~{ from our correspondent)

¢ Archbishop of Caracas,

Louis Concha Cordoba, Arch--
bishop of Borgota? -

Joseph Ferretto, Assessor of
S. €onsistorial Congrega-
tion. E:

The date for the Consistory coin-
cides with Ceylon’s great anni-
versary day —the 250th of the
death of Father Vaz.

CATION
by Police? °

tion and that students absent
from school on the 3rd January
will be penalised. He even re-
ferred to * many law-abiding
citizens who are anxious to end
this illegal occ.upntion t_)y throw-

AFTER ‘ing the occuplers out.

It is surprising to hear the
Head of the Cabinet referring to
private citizeng who will arrogate
to themselves the task of ending
this illegal occupation ™ as law-
abiding citizens.” It is amazing
that the Head of State should
implicitly give encouragement
to those who choose to take upon
themselves what is, at most, the
task of the forces of law and
order. ¢

It is even rumoured that Police
officials have been told to throw
their weight on the side of certain
 invading forces’’ on and after
January 3rd, when the main tar-
will be the * occupied ™
schools. In these circumstances,
we aski—

@ s it true that the govern-
ment is not entirely un<
aware that groups of thugs
are being organised by a

‘RISH ACTIVITY

% Cabinet Head’s ’broadcast:‘

CALM despite

well-known political party,
to invade °* occupied
schools as a counter-de-
monstration in favour of
the take-over Bill?
Is it true that the plan is
for the invaders, who will
of course be adequately
armed, to overpower the
¢ occupiers >’ who are not
only completely unarmed,
but who have been told
repeatedly not to make use
of violence in their cam-
paign? S
Is it true that when this
carefully manouvred dis-
turbance of ®the peale
takes place, the Police will,
at the most be merely pas- -
sive spectators? :
Is it tru® thaf the Police
have been instructe® to
throw their weight on the
side of the ‘‘invading
arney > of thugs? |
What the Prime Minister has "
characterised in India as a “little
bit of trouble” by ** offy® five
per cent. of the nation’ seems
to have pmovoked the strangest
of reactions here — cancellatian
of all leave, pressure moves by
the Police under instructions,
and evén @ deeply-laid scheme
in which armed bands of thugs
are rumoured to be given State
protection. 3
JDESPITE ALL THIS

ANDTRE

Continued onyage 8 . «
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o SA'LUTEh T0O A GENEROUS BAND OF MEN AND WOMEN

- OUR CATHOLIC TEACHERS

devoting their lives to a noble -+°
cayse and while governments
pass away and Ministers die
and are forgotten, future gene-
rations of Catholics and even
non-Catholics will speak of
them. They have certainly

earned for themselves a niche :
in History and no one doubts'\.,,;,l

remain in the schools that
have decided to become ** Un-
aided Private Institutions.”
In this connection one must
appreciate highly the action
of the non-Catholic teaehers
in the institutes who too have
expressed their willingness to

HE.cry for the take-over

of assisted schools came
from different quarters. There
were, for example, the sincere
Buddhists who felt that this
was the only way of securing
a Buddhist education for the
300,000 odd Buddhist children

““There is only one explana-

tion of the sacrifices they

were prepared to make. and
that is the cause of Catholic

IS GRACE THE

"ARCHBISHOP (hanks

all Rev. Fathers, Religious

e 2 o
patronal feast. He regrets

his inability to send indi-
« [°vidual replies.

him wishes for Christmas, || Who were in non-Buddhist = = continue under the Catholic ;
the New Year and his ||schools. There were the Mar- @I CALIOT ooe management. All these teach- that they shall shine as stars.

ers, Catholicandeon-Catholic, for all eternity.
are no doubt taking a risk.
On the one hand are the
bright material prospects that
have been held out by govern-
ment, on the other is the
uncertain future in the un-
aided school. They have cho-
sen the latter and no doubt
chosen nobly. Many have

xists and their camp followers
who felt that this was the first
step inthe direction of a purely
secular education divorced
completely from religion and
religious values. There were
sections of the teaching pro-
fession who sawin the take-
over economic advantages for
them in the form of house

.
benefits. 1
The sacrifice they made
is all the greater when one
realises that they were sacri-
ficing the additional benefits
the government teacher en-
joyed not only for themselves
but also for their wives and
their children.

Church and their contribution
here has not been a limited
contribution to the Catholic
schools only but to education
in general in Ceylon. One
has but to go to any State
school or non-Catholic school
in the island to see that some
or many of the features in

RADIO LOG |

JAN. 1: 10-00 to 10-05 a.m.
TALK (English) — Rev.
Fr. Claude Lawrence, O. - k

SN OFFICIAL

Renewal of allowances, railway warrants, them are really of Catholic Each time the question of certainly placed themselves in M.L 7-00 fo 7-30 p.m. ;
ulties etc. While these and other origin. The school system the take-over of the schools: God’s hands and at His mercy CATHOLIC HALF } i
.FClC elements went to constitute may be a western contribu- was raised this devoted band @nd they can be.sure they will HOUR (English).

not be abandoned. They are -

- =
SR =

BISHOP SHEEN
. | SPEAKS

v\

SPANKING

Ll
|F the word “‘ spanking’’
may be used as a sym-
bol of any kind of disci-
pline, it is safe to say that
there is a direct ratio bet-
ween delinquency and want
of discipline in the home.
Putting it more lightly: two
of the most contributing
causes to juvenile delin-
quency have been first, safe-
ty razors which have dis-
pensed with the razor strap,
and secondly garages which
have done away with the
-shed. If one may take
the verbiage of a ship,
spanking is known as
‘“stern ’> punishment. It
is a form of depressing one

tion but it would be unhistori-
cal to ignore that it is basically

the take-over groups it cannot
also be denied that there were
among the take-over elements
people whose envy and jeal-
ousy had been roused by the
efficiency and consequent suc-
cess of the Christian Schools.
The precise proportion of this
group among those who agita-
ted for the take-over it is diffi-
cult to say but that such ele-
ments were among them no
one will deny. There was for
example the Minister who
raved against Catholic schools.
“Look at  these insti-
tutes,” he said. “Fine buildings,
extensive playing fields, suit-
able equipment, well staffed,
efficiently managed.” Was
this an attack on the Catholic
schools or was this an argu-
ment for handing over all
schools to the Catholic Chruch
it is difficult to say.

of men and women, with a few
exceptions, campaigned ag-
ainst the take-over and thus
campaigned for material dis-
advantage to themselves. Ev-
en in connection with the pre-
sent Education Bill the num-
ber of Catholic teachers who
campaigned against is very
significant.

3 HE Reverend Fathers who
T have received the Folia
Facultatum 1° January 1951

~<of the Archdiocese of Colom-
bo are informed that these
Faculties are hereby renewed
““ usque ad revocationem.’’ -
Certain minor extensions
of these powers and permis-
sions made possible by the
new “* Formula> for Ordi-
naries under the jurisdiction
of the Sacred Congregation
of Propaganda will be com-
municated shortly in a new

. edition of the Archdiocesan
Faculties.

Dispensations granted must

__henceforth refer to Faculties
received under date of el
_January 1961.

4« THOMAS COQRAY,
Archbishop of 'Col;‘r;lbo.
30 December 1960.
" New Year’s Day
Midnight Mass

N accordance with an In-
dult from the Hely See,
- We-hereby authorise the Rev-

Mmhymmm

L. H. Horace

Perera
VYAV VA VRN NN

a Christian contribution. It
may be interesting to find out
how many of the opponents
of the Christian schools are
aware of the fact that Olcott
and Arumuka Navalar based
their work on the Christian
model.

® Swabasha teachers

The most inspiring aspect
of the protest meetings was
the extent to which the swa-
basha teachers dominated the
meeting at St. Joseph’s Col-
lege. Here were the underdogs
of the profession, poorly paid,
looked down upon by society,
harbouring a grievance rightly
or wrongly that at some time
or other they had been badly
treated by some manager,
havingeverything to gain mate-
rially from the take-over, yet
gathered to register their
protest in no uncertain terms.

THERE IS ONLY ONE
EXPLANATION OF THE
-SACRIFICES THEY WERE

® Lay teachers

e L

Working under the direc-
tion of these religious orders
were a large army of laymen
and women, a very large ma-
jority of whom were in a short
time imbued with the spirit of
St. Benedict, Ignatius Loyola
and De La Salle. This band
of men and women made
tremendous sacrifices for Ca-
tholic education. They sacri-

® Secret of Success

What was the secret of the
success of these schools that
made the more tolerant emu-
late them and the more violent

overpowered by his teacher
inasmuch as there is the

- erend Fathers of Our Jurisdic-
~ tion to celebrate Holy WMass
at Midnight of 31st Decerfiber.
- This concession carries with
3t a permission (under Faculty
13 of the ““General Fgrmula™):
to binate or even trinate ac-
- cording to the needs of the
people and institutions of the
parish.

seek their destruction? Was
it the resources in money, was
it the organisation or was it
the spirit of sacrifice that in-
spired the men and women
engaged in the work of educa-
tion? The Catholic school
system in Ceylon owes much
to the Catholicreligious orders,
prominent among whom are
the Benedictines, the Jesuits

ficed house allowances, rail-
way warrants, medical bene-
fits,
increasing their
supervision at public examin-
ations, and even prospects of
promotion to serve in these
Catholic schools.
might reply that they had no
other alternative.
at all true.

legitimate methods

of
income by

The cynic

This is not

PREPARED TO MAKE,
AND THAT IS THE CAUSE
OF CATHOLIC EDUCA-
TION.

A further example of the
spirit of sacrifice on the part of
this band of laymen and women
is the large number of them
highly qualified in most cases,
who, in spite of attractive

end to impress the other
end. It takes much less
time than reasoning and
penetrates more quickly to
the seat of wisdom. There
almost seems to be a very
providential ordering be-
tween a parent and a child.
God gave parents a hand,
and he also gave the child
an extremely well-padded
part of his anatomy; one
was made for the other in

superiority of truth; he is
musically overpowered when
he starts trumpet lessons,
and he is physically over-
powered when he takes
boxing lessons.

If parents say they feel
ashamed afterwards, this
is because their discipline
may have been excessive
and out of all proportion
to the offence. But these
same people are not the

% THOMAS COORAY,

y Archbishop o} C:oZ)mbo.
30 December 1960.

For the majority
of them not only taught in
these schools but in season
and out campaigned for the

and the Christian Brothers,
the Oblates and the large army
of Catholic nuns. Of these
the first three are among the

prospects elsewhere, remained
in their schools. A still fur-
ther example of this same
spirit is the decision made

extreme cases.

The former headmaster
of Philips Andover Acade-
my said: “I was whipped

least bit ashamed when they
reprimand a cook. g

LT TR

® Commandments =

° ° Addition to
Divine Praises
' AS recently eprescribed by
4 _ the Holy See, the fol-
lq\.vmg addition is henceforth
10 be _made in the Divine

- Praises  (immediately  after
- ““Blessed be Jesus in the Most

great teaching orders of the

retention of a system which
would deprive them of these

by most of them to

e MOTHER WINIFRED OF MATARA

ON the 15th of December
1960, the Octave day of

Jor Ratnapura wherg, in an-
swer to obedience she worked

A PIONEER GOES TO HER REWARD

touch. How many a wife
and mother today recall with

as a child, thank goodness.
But time and time again I
had to throw boys out of
the school, and all they
needed was a good spank-
ing.” =

® Scripture
LUV VR VV VS
The Divine word of God

:
:
:
:

UL

If it be said that spanking
is the expression of an
authoritarian system, let
it be admitted that it is not
an expression of authorita-
rianism, but authority. It
is to be noted that in the
commandments of God, the
first three express our du-

" the Immaculate as Superior of the Convent -atitude ords of advi i i i i i ix
" Holy Sacramentof the Altar™): | e feast of t ‘ peric “onve gratitude the words of advice in Scripture is certainly not ties to God. The last six
0 s ) Conception, there passed a- of the Child Jesus during two given so gently that helped opposed to discipline on the commandments are duties
k_‘. Blessed Be His Most Pre-| way from our midst a noble terms from 1936 to 1946 and to mould their characters and part of the parent, but  to neighbour. In between ;

ious Blood.
CHPnsedodt ¢Fep & 6B
| 8o BBz 0P8,
AugoLu diwiisnuris g
@ik, doyiisnufasrs.
% THOMAS COORAY,

O.M.I.
! Archb¥shop of (’Tolomba.
- 26th-December 1960.
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| Holidays

e

Monday

<]I as ysual on Friday,
s £ i {
5

and revered Superior, a be-
loved Mother, Reverend Mo-
ther Winifred. It was indeed
a day of deep mourning for
the Convent of Mary Imma-
culate for she was one of the
pioneer members of the Com-
munity, and had toiled and
laboured for fifty-two yearse
in the field of missionary ser-
vice.. Her death was even a
greater loss to the generations
of children who have passed

10 lay the foundations of the
Convent of Mary Immaculate,
Matara. This beautiful con-

gratitude. After spending her-
self for well nigh thirty years
in Matara, she left in 1938

Sfrom 1952 to 1958. From
1946 to 1952, she was Superi-
or of St. Joseph's Convent,
Kegalle.  She fulfilled the
arduous duties of a Superior
with remarkable courage and
energy in spite of her poor
health. In 1958 she was re-
lieved of responsibility and
returned to live her days of
retirement in the place dear to
her heart: the Convent of Mary
Immaculate, Matara. Her

on the octave day of the feast
of the Immaculate Conception.

a large circle of friends am-

ong her past pupils with ®

whom she kept in constant
()

guide them on the right path
when all other means had
Jailed. Mother Winifred was
a born teacher. She taught
because she loved to teach,
and she loved children. Par-
ticipating in school activities
was one of heregreatest joys,
Jfor though burdened = with
other responsibilities, the soft-
est corner in her heart she
always kept and reserved for

all, Mother Winifred was
a ‘ Sister of Charity,’ real

No wonder that so many
mourn the passing away of
such a great and lovable
Religious!

|
|

L T T TR R O
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rather recommends it. The
Book of Proverbs states:
““a rod for the back of him
who is devoid of under-
standing.”” And again:
‘“ He that spareth the rod,
hateth his son; but he that
loves him chasteneth him
betimes.””  Scripture does
not seem to anticipate any
evil effects from spanking:
‘“ Withhold not correction

and let not thy soul spare

for his crying.”

the child is overpowered.
Every child is intellectually

W Y Y He her children. from the child, for if thou There is nothing so much
E T - 2 through her I.ov'n‘rg hands. last great ‘c/z'.m‘t' —to die in " Mother Winifred was also beatest him with a rod, he that develops gchamc(er
] 'P _ Mother Winifred arrived I.wr ‘/n:(uulel Matara — was a great lover of music, and a shall not die.”” Later on as a pat on the back, pro-
! ress in Ceylon in 1908. with five so graciously granted to her, skilful music teacher. we read: ‘‘Chasten the vided *that it is given often
o companion Sisters of Charity Jor she heard the final call But above all, and before son while there is hope, enough, hard enough and

is the fourth command-
ment, which is the duty that
is owed to parents by chil-
dren. The very order of the
commandments  indicates
that God intended the pa-
rents to take His place in
the home, and the obedi-
ence which is due them is
the reflection of the obedi-
ence which is due to God
Himself.

low enough. Spanking is

one of the most easily under-

in whole or in part forbid-
den).

=
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and Tuesday (January 2nd dear Mother Winifred. The shores, always giving of her sacrifice. Her hand was al- crying children in the car no long periods of disfavour
and 3rd), 5 many generations who very best and doing her ut- ways open to the poor and for eight hours while he and and helps the parent by pre-
- o ; . ) have passed through most for the children of needy, who foundin her a his wife went to the theatre venting an accumulation
ext week’s paper will this institution will Ceylon.  She had a genius generous and at the same and, to dinner. One is not of emotional worries. (Co-

|| be ready for distribution indeed ~ remember her with for friendship, and counted time a discreet benefactor. to fear evil results because pyright . . . Reproduction o

3 4 AN Though not a daughter of and true. “Loving her neigh- Not very long ago, a child stood lessons in the world.

o N‘ew Year Holldays vent with its imposing build- our soil, Mother f‘n,-”,‘j,.(,// bolir as herself,” she gave psychologist \\lmkhad writ- It requires no explanation

A ings uvcr{aokmg the ocean loved Ceylon as much as she to others of the best gifts ten much against spanking and no fine points are in-
-,‘FTHE Catholic®Bress will will remain a lasting mojyu- loved her own Eire. For 52 God had given her, often saying that it was ** cruel” volved. It is quick, clean- X

be closed on ment 1o the life and work of years she laboured on our at the cost of great personal was arrested for locking his cut, clears the air, allows



RING IN THE NEW

HOW TO MAKE THE BEST OF IT

It will days are dedicated to Mary
always be a sign of contra- or, if you prefer, Marianized,
diction because the way of the she sees to it that no slick or
world is not the way of the split second slips by unstamped

IA/\I SUCH AN INCURABLE OPTIMIST THAT WERE
1 DISPOSED TO NAME MY SHADOW, I WOULD

"4LL IT PANGLOSS AND

OULD HAVE BEEN THE LAST TO PLUCK A CROW

WITH ME.

I have always believed that
.if anything can possibly ex-
ceed the vivaciousness and
viability of today, it must be
tomorrow, and it is in this
spirit of zestful anticipation
that I first make the best of
the present, and then look
forward to the future and
await the New Year.

Some take the New Year
lip to lip in greeting; some in
a glass of beaded bubbles
winking at the brim. I have
nothing against toasts be it in
bubbly or your favourite cher-
ry drenched desire, but as for
me, I would like to begin the
New Year in the same way
Christianity began— on a
Hail Mary. I like to link the
promise of thingse to come
and chasten it, in terms
of God’s assurance to Mary,

the Lord is with thee.

Pride of plac;

My New Year procedure

My New Year Thoughts

can eradicate it now.
I AM SURE VOLTAIRE

Cross.

THE MESSENGER, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1960”

: !lbessenger TMew Dear Tlishes

5 Thy MWessgnger jvishes all its readers, confributors, and that pallant band of sirveet g.
sellers a happy and peaceful Dew Brav abundant it God's hlzsaing'n

with the seal of Christ. We

ways bound to be this friction
between the world and us
because our Bureau of Stan-
dards is supra-mundane.

If I might continue my com-
parison to the Cross, which
we are invited to take up daily,

may lose track of &ime but not
when it is deliberafly conse-
crated to Mary.

We are often given to specu-
lating on what the New Year
has in store for us. The New
Year is never a store-house
spilling the wealth of Solomon
at oyr bewildered feet. It is
rather blank time with as

Long range vision

_The New Year is custom-
arily the time for good reso-
lutions. We need them more

——— by

Yernon Lawrentsz

than ever today. I think
Hi-Fi to the Commandments
and our pledges to our schools
is preferable to Hi-Fi in our
radios, and make excellent

it is in this sign we are sus-
pended and sustained above
the world and all our values
well nailed down for perman-
ence. .

. The sign

The Cross is the one sure
sign which for ever without
thg slightest equivocation
crosses out the wrong. Its
sincerity and love were proven
by death. When it came, it
came to stay put. Nothing

3 New Year resolutions. And
much surrender value as We alking of radio, if I mjght
can crowd in with Christ. glip on to video, I woul(ljmlift
ThekNefw Year is really the my sights for the New Year
work of our own hands. We j Jjttle higher than the mun-

-

TIMBIRIGASYAYA
SHANTY TOWN

A REGULAR shanty town has grown up in the city’s largest *
apd most populous ward — Timbirigasyaya. There are
approximately 500 shanties up to date and daily the number
grows higher. This is what I found recently when I made a
tour of this ““land of the golfers > — as the highland spaces
of Timbirigasyaya are labelled popularly, owing to the number
of golf courses and sports clubs.

It is in the low-lying marshes, ease, hungry children ran-
mostly crown land, that this sacking dust-bins for food, and
shanty town keeps growing. and school children coMapsing

The largest extent of low- on the road from hunger.
lying marshes of Crown land One could hardly believe

are on either side of the Nara- that in this enlightened age,
& e

by A. Joe Perera

henpita Road where the squat- when s6 much is -spoken of
ters have put up the maximum the Welfare State, in spite of
number of shanties. a few amenities bestowed on
These have been constructed them there could exist such
with old packing cases, zinc Continined on pagel
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either grace it or disgrace it
by what we do.

The secret of the future is to
make the best of the present
and that is most felicitously
done by Marianizing the mo-
ments as they trickle to us.
The surest way of cramming
Christ day-tight within each
oncoming day of the New Year
is through Mary. When our

dane. I would aim at Beati-
fic Vision ultimately instead
of Television. True optimism
is long range vision.

Time is not bald like me,
and all I can wish for you in
the New Year is that you take
it by the forelock and make
the best of it in the context I
suggest. .

gives precedence and pride of

place to Mary over Monopolee

and *Martini and rightly so,
because of the unique position
she holds. She is First among
all women in the eyes of man
and God. Man is essentially
a praying animal, and if it were
not so I would be forced to de-
fine him as a braying animal.
Well, anyone who prays would
like to give Mary the place I
have given her at the head of
the New Year. We need her
_and prayer.

Every New Year comes as
a challenge to us Christians
even as the Cross is a chal-
lenge, a sigh, and a contra-
diction. Like a spring pressed
back; oppeswion only serves
to give us more forward
thrust.

Our thinking is dubbed
obscurantist, our way of life
retrogressive, and our ideals
pitched on some immaterial
shore most annoying to the

e A WOMAN’'S THOUGHTS OF THE NEW YEAR

being happy.
penefits upon the world which

as the benefactors.

From R. L. Stevenson’s
¢ Apology for Idlers’” comes
this home-truth, and I cannot
think of a better maxim to
cheer one at the dawn of an-
other year. Happiness is es-
sentially a state of mind. It
is a God-given virtue enabling
man to view life with a philo-
sophic calm, and since hap-
piness springs from the heart,
its essence is essentially love.

general run of matter muck-
ing mankind. There is al-

First and foremost the love
of God, and then the love of

JUST ARRIVED

PIANOS, «Temple”’ “Zender’” “Renn’’ Streamhned, the very
latest and popular and super models. English make.
tropicalised to suit the climate of Ceylon. Fulliron frame,

Schwander under-damper action, Overstrung, !
Heayy Felt Hammers, Mahogany finished.

3300 Cash or Instalments, special discount to
Schools and Colleges.
ABEYRATNE & SONS, «

Organ and Harmoniurm Repairers and Tuners

- guarter Octaves,
Rs. 2850 to Rs.
Music Teachers,

Messrs L. M. P.
Piano,
Estd: 190.

L. Emil Abeyratne (Proprietor) Sole Agents
Temple & Renn Pianos.

12 Collimgwood Place, Wellawatte, Colombo 6.
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Registered 1932

L THERE is no duty we so much under-rate as the duty of
By being happy we sow anonymous

remain unknown even to our-

selves, and when they are disclosed surprise nobody so much

¢ A happy woman is a better thing to find than a five pound
note. She is the radiating focus of good will, and her entrance
into a room is as though another candle has been lighted.”

our fellow beings.

Wasn't this after all, the
message of the-Crib? . . . the
wonder of Christmas with its
abundance of goodwill and
peace ushering us into another

THE DUTY OF BEING HAPPY

_ Symbolic too is the fact that

Christ, having himself been
born into poverty has infused
so much more contentment
into the lives of those with
little means than into the
homes of the well'to do. If
you should ask the poor what
they need ‘most in life, they
invariably look surprised, for
actually they have never con-
sidered the matter. Desiring
littlc,with little to lose, they
are indeed the most blessed
of God’s creatures.

by
ANNETT

E SWAN

twelve months of living, with
new hope radiant in our hearts!

There is for good measure
the symbolic tale of the Three
Kings., ‘“ And seeing the star
they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy . . . = How glad
must have been the yearning
within them, how eager the
rush in their footsteps! When
at last they found what they
sought, how overwhelmed
must they haye been at the
miracle of the Stable at Beth-
lehem. There was no room
there for doubt as a deep and
complete reverence consumed
them, and believing, they were
happy!

If only we, in the self cen-
tred egotism, or the defeatism
that so often mars the pur-
pose of our little lives, could
find it in us to believe as
strongly, surely the same up-
lifting joy could be ours? If
only we, could always be
satisfied with life as we find
it, doing our particular jobs
not because we must, but to
the best of our ability, because
it is our lot, Yet it is so easy

the happiness we crave _rcaths
us only momentarily in little
gusts. .

to let discontent creep in, and d

I often feel that one of the
best ways of cultivating happi-
ness is tq constantly keep add-
ing up the list of one’s blessings,
however small they may be!
For in the very act comes the
joy that triumphs over SOrrow.
There are times in the year,
naturally, when darkness seems
to weave a web around us.
When shadows of ill-health,
or the loss of a job, or the death
of a loved one, could disillusion
one completely. Theseare real
down to earth shadows that
mean hardship and suffering.
And out of the throes of the
darkness comes the perpetual
question . . . Why?

Who can say? Unless it is
that ¢ the soul of man is puri-
fied from its grosser elements
and rid of all that is base and
vile, by one thing only — by
suffering! *’ Inmy scrapbook
is a verse I copied years ago
from a letter a Catholic nun
had written me at a crucial
period in my life, when so
ark a cloud had shadowed
My young years, that I had
well nigh ceased to believe
there was® God in Heaven.

sheets, cadjan, wattle and daub
and other rough and ready
material available.

In some cases these shanties
are shared by two or three
families. I happened to inter-
view a few of these shanty
dwellers and asked them
why they risked building on
Crown land.

They told me that they
had put up these shanties
not because they wanted to
defy the law but because
there is a natural tendency
in every man to have a
shelter above his head,
There are approximately

5,000 inhabitants in this shanty
town. Among them-are the
good and the bad ones too.

ABJECT POVERTY:

As one engaged in social

the length and breath of this
ward and seen for myself the
abject poverty of a large num-
ber of families. I have wit-
nessed the tears of young
mothers ~growing prematurely
old, babies emaciated by dis-

welfare work I have travelled

MORNING
_OFFERING

DIVINE Heart of Jesus, [

offer Thee, through the
#mmacuate Heart of Mary,
all my prayers, works and
sufferings of this day, in repa-
ration for our sins and for all
the intentions for which Thou
dost offer Thyself continually
in-the Eloly Sacrifice of the
Mass. 1 offer them in p4rti-
cular for the intentions of the
Apostleship of Prayer and for :
those proposed by the Holy { -
Father for this month, Y

oINTENTIONS FOR
®  JANUARY

GENERAL: That the ob-
stacles which prevent the [
effective yenewal of Christian
unity may be removed by the
truth and love of Christ.

MISSIONARY: That the
worthy liturgical celebration
of the Sacrifice of the Altar
may lead all peoples to the
true Church of Christ.

| Sl i
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Indeed, although the writer
has long since gone to her
rest, I still treasure the letter,
for it was one that moved me
so intensely, it changed my
outlook completely. I sud-
denly realised thgt I had no
right to seep myself in self-
pity. It was then really, that
I first began to count my bless-
ings, and the knowledge that
I had so much to be thankful
for, outweighed my loss!

I give you the verse . . .
““ There are times when the
life we loved breaks trust,

And shatters the faith that

was warm and strong,

Where the gold was shining

we see the dust,

Where we sought for suc-

cour, we find but wrong.

Then rcnwnber life is unot

one fine dream.

To put forth its charm at

your behest,

You must pardon the sha-

dow and bless the beam,

For God has sent them and

He knows best!™
Those who attend the Wed-
nesday Novenas at Borella
leara to their ever increasing
wonder the efficaciousness of
prayer in times of sorrow.
Prayer is such a wonderful
remedy, particularly so when
it is tendered through our
Universal Mother. ** Mother
of God.” we cry from the
depths of our hearts, ‘¢ Pray
for us.”” In her infinite mercy,
.

remembering her own agony
at_the foot of the Cross, she -
prays. -Nor does her Divine
Son fail to hear her.

Goodwill

One of the greatest induce-
ments to attaining a measure
of happiness in life, is practi-
sing goodwill to one another.
Even God had His enemies.
He forgave them. The lesson
is applicable to every one of
us, for the moment we shed
bitterness against those who
have harmed us, it is amazing
how a flood of understanding
can wipe out the evil. Revenge
on the other hand, is futile.

4
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I have found that it is par-
ticularly in our youth that we =
are apt to be impatient with®
others. But & tyme goes®
on we learn to be hurtfble
in our expectations. *Maturity
of years indeed brings beauty
of charactér, and in analysing
the value of our own lives we =
learn that *the next gflree
minutes are always the crucial
ones.”” That— ‘ the future
is God’s business, not ours.” /&

Death will claim each one =
of us somegday. x

« He who postpones the
hour of living rightly is like
the rustic who waits fagtl&f"-
river to run outlbefore

crosses! '’ L
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SATURDAY, 31st December, 1960

The New Year

MBUED with the spirit of Christmas, we go forward to
I the New Year. Full, we hope, of the lessons of the crib,
we face the futuf. Here in our own land, that future may
seem uncertain for us Catholics; it may even be bleak; but we

forward, nevertheless, full of hope and courage, for we

o children of the Child who was born unwanted and rejected,

al-e'dst wild beasts. And that Child knew no such thing as

ggi’tlection or defeat, even when the power of a mighty State

was hurled against Him. The .Chlld did not give up the ful-

filment of His mission, even if it subsequently meant a .hf(.: of

ehumiliation and poverty. Falsehood, ca}umny, humiliation,
poverty and even misery — however painful they may *be,

these are part of the life of those who follow the Babe in the

crib. ~Our lot in the Ceylon of 1961 may well mean all these

and more (in fact, we are alre_ady havmg a foretaste of‘thl_ngs
to come, and the early rumblmgs grew into a !oudelj din just
when we were celebrating the birth of the Chrlst-Chgld a few
days ago); but if we go forward to the new year with Beth-
lehem’s lessons well learnt, am;l if we resolv_e to pattern our
lives on that of the Divine Child, then nothing could be too

® THE Abbot-General of @ THE renowned Indian
the Sylvestrines, Leo Carmelli, Jesuit priest, Very Rev. Fr.
visited the island in September Jerome D’ Souza,  Assis-
and remained for over two tant to the Father General

Legion Ei
n Lynch, s
onary, was

B 2 10 over 3(
hard, nothing too bitter or difficult. : months. He visited all the of the Society of Jesus,arrived W ,’ at St. J
© It is precisely in this context, that we should ourselves institutions of the Sylvestro- here’on 8 January. bombo, during

do some soul-searching on the threshold of the new year. The
more we look around, and the clearer dur understanding of
the ominous happenings all around us, the more do we see
that the hand of Marxism is there in this all-out attack on the
Church in Ceylon today. We have adverted to this before,
and it is hardly necessary to point out to our readers once
again the very clear and unmistakable signs of Communist
influence in what is happening in Ceylon today. But on the
very eve of the neweyear, would it not be useful for us to ask
ourselves to what extent we are ourselves a prey to the evil
that we condemn so fully? < :

Speakin® of tiee western world, Whittaker Chambers in
his book Witness places his finger on the very focus of the
infection when he says :** The crisis exists in the western world
because actually we share the Communists’ materialistic
vision! >’ One fears that the same could be said of ourselves.
We have gone pagan; we have been taken in by the world;

- we have beel measuring our lives by the same yard-stick of
materialistic success that the Communists use —and yet, we
say that we believe in God! Must we not be as honest as
Leon Bloy ahd extlaim: ““What sorry Christians we are
We have received the sacraments of Baptism and Confirma-
tion — some of us even that of Holy Orders — yet, we lack
Character!””  Ye® —the character of Christ. How else ex-
plain the shambles that is the world of today as an Iron Cur-
tain creeps and creeps and a Curtain of Bamboo ever expands,
and God has to go underground? How else explain the
crisis that faces the Catholic community in Ceylon today,
when the work of God is being menaced, and when even some
Catholics will place position,income, prospects and a future
measured in terms of the social ladder and bank balances,
before the things of God?

We have forgotten —and, as we end this year, it is a
useful thing to-realise that we have done so. We have forgot-
ten that we are Christ’s members with a work to do; we have
forgotten that we are citizens of another City, where success
and failure are measured by entirely different standards. And
if we only kept remembering, we would be alive with the same
flame that burns in the breasts of the Communists, but for the
opposite purpose — we, to ‘“ complete the Passion of Christ,”
to go out and meet Him with His cross and go with Him to
Calvary; they, to frustrate Calvary and enslave all men.*

As the Church is tossed abouteand buffetted on stormy
seas in this dear land of ours, we enter the new year. But let
us do so with hope and courage. Despite the refusal of
justice to us, despite even discrimination against us, despite
the worst that is being done to us, let us remember who we
are and what we are. And remembering, let us not forget
that the world watches; let us not forget that it hears our
testimony though we speak not a word; let us not forget that
we are witnesses at every moment, and that the testimony we
give will either convert man or condemn Christ! And in the
final analysis, the entire struggle that we are facing today,
comes down, to that — we will either convert man or condemn
Christ in;1961!

- “A little bit of Trouble”

CCORDING to newspaper reports,Ceylon’s Prime Min-

ister, presently in India on a pilgrimage to Buddhist shrines

«  h®s told the Rress thag Catholics in Ceylon who form onl}:

5.per cent.”” of the nation have been causing ““ a little bit of
trouble”” over the schools take-over issue.

We hase been wondering whether it is this little bit of
trouble” caused by ““only 5 per cent.”” of the people that
made the Prime Minister resort to Radio Ceylon to appeal
to the nation; we wonder whether it was this “little bit of
trouble ” that has provoked Ministers of State into harsh and
. strong langfage against those who dared oppose them; we

wonder too whether it was this * little bit of trouble ’’ ,thut
has brought out the Police in full force and even the Army.

. We wonder. Whatever it may be, surely the Prime
Minister ¥hows full well that for at least one section of the
people th15 is far from being a “little bit of trouble,” because
fog us it is our very life, when the priceless possession of our

—e* children are wrested from us,and the interests of God are put

: ip’eopardy. .

Benedictines. |

L2
Ceylon’s most distinguished visitor in 1960 was His Eminence:GregcT;S'
Peter XV Cardinal Agagianian, Prefect of. the Sacred Congregation for
the Propagation of the Faith and Patriarch of Cilicia of the Armenians.
Here he is on arrival at Ratmalana Airport warmly greeting Ceylon’s
Metropolitan as the latter bends to kiss the Cardinal’s ring.

Cardinal Agagianian signing the Distinzuished Visitors® B
Civic Reception held in his honour at the Town Hall

ardins B e The Assists i the Oblates of Mar
g;‘lrd;':illllt ;’\Lg,‘;""‘:'f:" Bpr‘lyllll‘lg} utl the Pcr!)qtuul .Succour nevena shrine at Very 13215( llg: Ssup?-:](:‘;sc(e)nidrall 8£j‘,) being g!eetgg by yvg
ol ey rch, bBorella, when he visited it as a pilgrim during his Al Serry O.M.L, \Vicar of Missions, when he paid us a brie

= v (Picture by Carl Andriesz) vyear. - In the centre]of the picture is His Grace y Archbishop.
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CTURES OF 1960 %

_
z visitors to the Island

”'E

A
Ceylon was represented at the Pax Romana Convention held in ‘
Manila. « Our delegates are seen in the fourth row at the joint
meeting of Students and graduates.
SW“\A“W“MM AV AN A AMAAA AR VAR AAA VAN ‘
. :
& -
: OUR JOURNALISM
¢
(4 . Vo
The Mother-General of the Sisters of the Apostolic Carmel, who made ’
a short stay in the island, being presented with a bouquet of flowers
Legion Envoy to Vietnam, Miss when she visited Carmel Hill Girls’ English School, Ampitiya. A WARD WINNERS
)an Lynch, seen here witha Ceylon S¥S PMAGAAA MARAAAA MMM N VA AV AR WVIAAIAARIAAA -
gionary, was given a rousing recep-
on by over 300 legionaries when she
Uled at St. Joseph’s Convent, Ne- ¢ More keenly contested than previously
ombo, during her visit to Ceylon. were the * Messenger > Journalism
Awards for 1960. The winners (Left
AAA M to Right) were Vernon Lawrentsz
(Writer of*the Year Award and Perpe-
tual Novena Prose Award), Mrs. Aloy
» Perera (Perpetual Novena Poetry Award),
g Maurice Perera (J. P.|de Fonseka Award),
Bro. Elmo Benedict (John Leo de Croos Me-
s morial Award) and R.[S. Rabot (4. X. Machado
A{emoria[ Award).
B
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A section of the crowd of 5000 mothers who waited in vain for hours in the
pouring rain to interview the Prime Minister in order to express their
= .. < sorrow at the schools take-over.
d Visitors’ Book at the
he Town Hall.
25,000 chlidren wearing black ties and black badges to show their grief at
the take-over, pray for the protection of their schools at the
annual Children’s Day atj Tewatte. \
. .
. L J - 3
o e
a s
a lmef visit this A section of the crowd of 8000 strong that gathered  at Lunupokuna . {Jafina Catholics from all the 47 parishes of the Diocese = l =
to protest against the schools take-over. i demonstrate against the schools take-over. E g
.
. .
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Gampola, was enrolled recently at the

Members were all present clad

in white.® They stood at atten-
tion in three rows.

The Director, Mr. A. C. Rat-
watte, and the Secreatry, Mr.
Ratnayake, entered -the grounds,
followed by past and present
Regd Cross F.annz Mrs. A.
Johnson and Miss M. Lindsay
respectively.

The members then repeated

Vol..3 Ne.2:
31 Dec. 1960

The Red Cross Enrolment

._* Reported by Beatrice Griffith
.—.mm Junigr Red Cross Society of St. Joseph’s Girls’ School,

school grounds.

the Promise simultaneously.

Each member shook hands
with the Director and received
a certificate, a badge and a Red
Cross band. A total of 36
members were enrolled.

The singing of the Red Cross
song was followed by the Na-
tional Anthem and the School
Anthem.

ST. CECILIA’S DAY

CELEBRATIONS

Cecilia’s Day was celebrated
Batticaloa, with great jubilation.

m .

of musicians who gathered round th

by the girls of St. Cecilia’s,
Our picture shows a group
eir Patroness on her Feast Day.

This is the pray r which was
set to music and sung by
them:

L)

Hymn

O Holy Spirit come
Rest on these inarticulate hands
and dumb!

Our

m.ﬂ. Bernard’s, so our
school is named

For sports and athletics
we're famed.

The things of God are not
forgotten
For this St.
begotten.

The principal and staff work
with zest

Bernard’s was

chool

To give the pupils of their
best.

So come what may we'll
stand by thee
And see St. Bernard’s strong

and free.
CARMEN VANDER-
WALL.
St. Bernard’s Convent, .
Nawalapitiya. .

Opsmw
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Here are the winners in our Christmas Compet-

ESSAY COMPETITION
Hiram Peter Weerasooriya (Colombo 6)
Angela Subramaniam (Mannar)
POETRY COMPETITION
Sheila Barrie (Nawalapitiya)
Sonia Fernando (Bambalapitiya)
LEYTER COMPETITION
Clifford Bastians,
Rosemarie Andrews (Karunegala
SANTA CLAUS COMPETITION

(1) Angela 'de la Motte (7 yrs.) (Kandy)
Y (2) Maureen Douglas (6 yrs.) (Kandy)

(Colombo 13)

winners must write in claiming their
Jull addresses.

Be fire

‘For my elate desire

Be wind

To quicken the still music of my
mind.

Be the heard

Utter, ineffable word.

Teach Holy One,
Love’s art

My hands, my heart,

Yours be the tongue

In which the®songs of my desire
are sung.

with your

Mirthquakes

Boy: Daddy,
what that fat woman
fish market weighs?
Daddy: I don’t know.
Boy: She weighs fish. *

do you know
in the

SACRIFICE!

The Schools-Mag will
sometimes have to be curt-
ailed to 2 pages, as on this
occasion. Members must
offer this as a sacrifice,
since the times demand it.

EDITOR.

RECIPE

e Yellow Pumpkin
Tart

Ingredients: All you need is
1/2 1b. yellow pumpkin (1 1Ib.
pumpkin boiled and mashed),
2 ozs. sugar, 2 o0zs. cadjunuts
(cut up finely), 2 ozs. plums, 1 egg,
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg, 1/4 tea
spoon vanilla, 1 oz. butter, a
pastry case9 in. Line your pastry
tin with ‘pastry.

Method: Beat butter and su-
gar and mix in the yolks, pump-
kin, add cadjunuts, plums, vanilla
and spices. Lastly add in egg
white and pour the mixture into
the pastrytinand, with the extra
pastry, trellis the top and bake
in a moderate oven till firm to

Sent by Romany Anandappa.
Good Shepherd QSEQE
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DATE AND YEAR OF BIRTH............c........og-"

Cut this out and post the completed form to the Editor,
SCHOOLS-MAG, Catholic Press, Borella, to get your
ZoBcanu card nE._ number.
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Cliristmas < choes

We present a selection of articles and verses from mem;*

bers.

CHRISTMAS & the POOR

_H
IS A

IS ONE GREAT STRENGTH OF
FAITH, THAT AT ITS VERY FOUNDATION
BABY. THE INFANT IN
MAKE US, RICH OR POOR, UNDERSTAND THE TREME

THE CHRISTIAN
THERE

THE MANGER SHOULD

DOUS FACT AND REALITY OF THE FATHERHOOD OF
GOD, AND BROTHERHOOD OF MAN.

st was born poor, He mov-
ed with the poor, and His disci-
ples were of the poor.

In the true Christian spirit, we
can be happy though poor. This
joy will make one understand not
only how to remain poor, but
also, how to be rich in mind and
heart though poor.

w».g Jesus

QOOU morning!
Birthday!
Your child is here to wish

you!
I express in baby language
With a heart simple and true.

Happy

I wish I were Mary

To take you in my arms

1 wish I were St. Joseph

To protect you from every
harm.

To wish I were that®oxen
Cuddling at your feet

1 wish I were that ass

To keep you snug and sweet.

I am nothing else

But a tiny, tiny child
Come rest within my heart
Little one — meek and mild.

AUDREY KELLY.

.—.mm night is falling
The Angels singing

Glory in the highest

To the new-born King.

The bells are ringing
The Choir is m_sm:_m
The Angels rejoicing
Hail! Hail! little King,

Softly the Angels singing

Hail, to the new-born King

Sweetly the voices calling

Wispering to the new-born
King.

The humming of voices

The children rejoicing

While ‘shepherds gazing

Around the new-born King.
L]

MERLE FATIMA CASIE-
CHITTY.
Kotahena.

The divine element is the very
Christmas spirit, which is the
of joy in Christ, the joy of

€s many oppor-

to the rich to be gene-
rous and largehearted to the
poor.
Our charity should be

embracing, which should impel
us to see His kith and kin not
only among ou ends, but also
among the desolate, the forsaken
and the abandoned.

At Christmas He

may come

— AM one of a family of seven.

When Christmas comes we

feel joyous and so do the poor

little children who live close to
our home.

Every Christmas day the little
folks are invited and requested
to sit at the family table for the
Christmas ch. Our servants
too join them. oI, my brothers
and sisters turn waiters and look
after them right royally, in the
name of the Divine Babe for
‘Whom there was no place in
the Inn.’

We have our lunch after that
while they sit by to play v
toys. They crowd roun
Crib in our home and ask
questions about Baby Jesus.

arious
My
brother gives them a talk on how
the Messiah “was welcomed by

the world, how Mary and Joseph
knocked at every door and finally
got to the stable where hospita-
lity was lavished by the poor
stable-keeper.

The children listen with their
eyes wide open when they hear
that “ufito us a Saviour was
boern ” that first Christmas. night
in such lowly circumstances.

Year after year we continue
this practice and sometimes I feel
sad when I think of_the children
whom we have missed due to our
inability to cater to them all.

1 would commend this practice
to all members of the Schools-
Mag.

Kegalle.

Ranjani Dassanaike.

..—Jm:m world rejoices. Christ
the Saviour is born. My

Millie Gunawardena

. S = 0 % % VY

to poor d needy,
starving, but let it not be said of
us — “ He came unto His own
and His own received Him not.”

perhaps

May He be able to greet us on
His birthday and say as to
Zacchaeus of old: * Come down I
must abide _:S Yyou toda

say —

:r " kneel by
tmas day.

* CHRISTMAS *

pen

there

Santa

Jesus, there is r,r_o:::mn How
wE poor me. No toys,

no , NO new suits, not

even cake. Yet, there is Infant

Jesus . there is Joy, there is

happiness in the savings we have
made. We our homes save
for St. Joseph’s College and not
for anyone else. /e belong to
St. Joseph’s and not to anyone

else.
We are grieved because our
schools are being taken. We

turn our grief to joy by our
minute contribution towards a
worthy school. This contribu-
tion we give in the name of the
Infant Jesus. Each little fifty
cent coie, each little rupee com-
ing from deep within our hearts,
strikes a note of welcome to our
King of Kings. How else could
a welcome be more fitting to our
Infant Jesus.

JOY ﬁ»mﬁ»b PAES.
Colombo 12.

[

.—.I_Z_A of all the hustle and

bustle in the pre-Christmas
days; think of all the gadding
about and carefree buying we
indulge in: think of the many
lovely parties we attend and the
breath-taking frocks we make.
And then ponder how much we
think of Midnight Mass and the
little family prayers that go with
Christmas.

Christmas to me is a naxture
of solemnity, gaity, happiness
and sad recollectign. Solemnity,
when we think of the fact that

These were shut out from the Christmas mm:so:

Letters

My dearest Infant Jesus;

Once again the lovely feast of
Christmas has come around, so
'_ hasten to wish you dear little
Infant Jesus a very happy birth-
day and many happy returns of
the day. I have a little gift to
offer you, Jesus. It’sa very poor
one, but I know you will like it
as it is a bouquet of sweet red

|

| roses, the flowers of my
sacrifices. T have éried to be very
good this Advent, so I know you

wi s me, Jesus, and bless all
those I love. 1 want to ask you
[ now o make little children
_:;E: this Christma A special
hich T want to ask you,
, is not to let our schools go
into the hands of the government.
| DIEDRE DE BOND.

hony's Convent,

there would be no Christendom
had God not come down to earth
as man. Gaity, for the birth of
anyone is an occasion (and a

convincing excuse, too) for gay

capering. Ha ess, because
the birth commemorated is that
f Our Lord Jesus Christ. And

sadness, when we recollect
the fact that Jesus was born to
suffer and die for us.

Let us, therefore, this Cprist-
mas, consider all these aspects
and do full justice by our duty
towards each. Let us, above
all, keep in mind, the words of
the Christ of Christmas— I
have suffered, even unto death.”

ASTRID AMERASEKERE
St. Bridget’s Convent,
Colombo 7.

i::.m the rich enjoy all the
traditional pleasures which
are observed during this season
there are thousands of poor chil-
dren or people, who will have
no toys to play with, no new
clothes and no Christmas cake
to enjoy. 3
But although these people do
not enjoy all these pleasures they
still look forward to Christmas
as a season of joy.

As Christmas is also a time of
giving, the rich should spare a
thought for the unfortunate ones
and try to share with the poor
the E._S_om& of life that they
po g

ummmm NQRMA DE ZILVA
Holy Family Convent,

Dehiwala.
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IN MEMORIAM
-
Joe Muttupulle
Died 29th Sept., 1960

Three months ago, you left us
dear Joe,

. To the land where pain

. more

It was a rude shock and a
severe blow

To the loved -ones you left
behind.

We missed you 30 much on

Christmas morn,

Mamy tears did we shed since
yOu were gene

S  Butwe hope to meet you some
day very soon

In-the land where never more
we will part.

Fondly remembered and
sadly missed by his broken-
hearted wife and children.
63, Wall Street,

Kotahena.

is no

1803

DY
25th ANNIVERSARY

I' Josephine Teresammal Motha
| ( Beloved wife of S. L. Gomez)
Died 4.1.1936
. Eternal rest grant unto her,
: O Lord,
And let perpetual light shine
upon her.
‘May she rest in peace.s
Amen.
Rev. Fathers, Rev. Brothers,
Rev. Sisters, friends and rela-
tions please pray for the res
; pose of the departed soul.

; 63/16, Pansala Road,

! Kotahena,
Colombo. 1810
J ‘¢ Pray fof me, youswho have

; known me, you who have
b loved me.”

\ Augustine Lawrence
) Puvimannasinghe
_i Died 3rd December 1960

Eternal rest grant unto him,
O Lord,
And let perpetual
shine upon him.
May he rest in peace.
Herman De Silva Wijeyeratne
Called to rest 2nd July 1960
: A Requiem High Mass will
__be sung for the repose of his
" soul on Thursday, 5th January
1961, at All Saints’ Church,
Borella at 6-30 a.m.
“Inserted by his loving bro-
thers and sisters. 1701

light

' z L. P. Amaratunga
( Louis )
Died: 30-12-1952
Eternal rest give unto him,
O Lord.
Fondly remembered by
his wife and children.

Amaratunga Walauwa,

; * Kangdana.

1800

SITUATION VACANT

* WANTED for Incorpora-
% o ted Ceylonese Company
in Fort, Colombo, an effi-
~ cient and hard-working
junior typist. Only those
with good English educa-
tion need apply. Salary,
- cost of living allowanceg
- and Provident Fund. Apply
. No. 1728, c/o Catholic
- Press, Colombo 8.

e ——
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS|
(LEASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS |

%eu& %ear @reetinqs
rom @eaclers

Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Opatha
and Leonie wiset all Priests,
Nuns, relations and friends
a very Holy and Happier
Christmas and New Year.

380/1, High Level Road,

Navinna. 1802

The Rev. Mother Delegate and
the Sisters of the Apostolic
Carmel extend their kind,
prayerful greetings of the
season to all Rev. Fathers,
the Religious Congregations,
friends, benefactors and well-
wishers in Ceylon. 1805

My best wishes for the H;)l;
Season.

G. Emmanuel Perera.
Mahawatte,

Pamunugama. 1804

May the sweet Infant Jesus
bring you peace aud happi-
ness this Christmas and a
New Year replete with His
choicest blessings.

Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Motha
Mr. and Mrs. N. X. Motha
Dr. and Mrs. J. Corera

‘“ Maryknoll,”

9, Shruberry Gardens,

Colombo 4. 1796

Wishing my Superiors, rela-
tives, friends, colleagues and
pupils: “The Peace of God
which surpasseth all under-
standing.”’

1797 Violet Fernando

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. A. de Mel
and children wish all Rev.
“athers,  Rev. Mothers,
friends gnd relatives a happy,
holy and joyous Christmas.
Best wishes also for a pros-

perous and peaceful 1951.

.

To Reverend Mothers, Fathers
and Brothers, all our rela-
tions and friends, the Season’s
Greetings and all good wishes
Jor a Happy and Peaceful
New Year.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Smale
and family.

66, Allan Avenue,

Dehiwala. 1812

St. Michael’s extend their New
Year greetings to Rev.
Fathers, Brothers, Sisters,
their clients and well-wishers
Jor the New Year, and hope

to enjoy their continued
patronage  throughout the
year. 1813

Pope' John greets Macmillan

SEMINARIANS from
Britain’s Prime Minister,

last month to call on

Premier

photographs as gifts.
ther also gave Mr, Macmillan a gold
medal and two books

can library.

Mr. Macmillan was

by Lord Home,
Sir Peter Scarlett, Br

were met by the sm

After the private

squalor, misery, poverty and
utter despair in the tiny
shacks that are the hotes of
these down-trodden poor.

SOCIAL APOSTOLATE

This Voluntary Inter-Com-
munity Service was started
with a view to eradicate these
social vices and give thele un-
fortunate brethren hu-
man conditions with the saintly
Negro, Martin de Porres, as
their example and guide, and
in his name has commenced
a social apostolate which has
made a remarkable impact. «

The clinic in the premises
of St. Theresa’s Church, Tim-
birigasyaya, caters to the needs
of thousands of mothers who
flock daily to receive treat-
ment for their young ones,
who would otherwise have
been deprived of such benefits.

The good nuns of the Creche

have given these unfortvnate
1

the Foreign Secretary,

the Holy See, and 10 officials,
Mr. Macmillan and Lord Home

stood waiting for them in his library,

the  Commonwealth
Mr. Macmillan,

Pope John.

and Pontiff exchanged

The Holy Fa-  of the party.
from the Vati-

The private

accompanied  French,

itish Minister to

iling Pope, who

audience, His

studying-- in Rome greeted
when he visited the Vatican

. ! o g
Holiniess was introduced to the rest
0

IN FRENCH ¥

conversations were in

_The Pope also spoke in French in *
his formal address of
which he described
as “ a statesman inspiri
ideals of freedom, justice and peace.”

His Holiness sent good wishes to
the Queen and the Royal Family.

welcome, in
Mr. Macmillan
ed by the great

Continued from poge 3

children health, vitality and
hope, irrespective of caste or
creed. I may say that 99 per
cent. of the children who are
. being looked after are the chil-
dren of our poor Buddhist
brethren. Doctors who are
child specialists attend to their
needs and during the past 7
years the frail little bodies
have ‘been given new strength
and life and the joy of living.

THE CRECHE

Under the loying care and
guidance of the Dominican
Sisters who are in charge of
the Creche and with the assist-
ance of a fine band of men
and women we may expect
great things for God and for
the salvation of souls. But
only if our consecration to
God becomes visible to the
world in charity,will the world
believe.

I acknowledge with thanks the
following donations received at
Tewatte in November.

Mr. A. C. A. Perera, Mabola
m.d. 5;J. V.F.m.d. 5; Mrs. L. A.
Cramer, Borella 5; Miss P. M.
Thomas, Kandy m.d. 2; Mr. M.
C. Fernando, Ja-Ela m.d. 2/50;
Mrs. May Hanks, Pitabeddera
m.d. 3; Mrs. W. E. D. Silva, Ka-
dawata 5; Mr. W. J. Cramer, Ko-
tahena m.d. 2; Mr. and Mrs. S.
C. Jayarajah, Mt. Lavinia m.d. 5;
Mrs. Guy Fernando, Moratuwa
m.d. 2; Miss T. Jayasuriya, Wel-
lawatte m.d. 10; Mr. M. S. Sel-
vanayagam, Mutwal m.d. 5; Mr.
and Mrs. B. C. S. Mendis, Katu-
nayake m.d. 10; Miss A. Dabare,

MATRIMONIAL

SINHALESE girl (27) edu-

cated up to S.S.C. (Eng.)
with Rs. 5000/- willing con-
sider marriage Catholic
gentleman below 35 having
good employment. Reply
No. 1798, c/o Catholic
Press, Colombo 8.

MEDICAL

HILDREN’S Diseases!

Tonsilitis! Asthma! Cata-
rrh! Swiss Treatment cures
permanently! No Opera-
tion ! No Injections !
Free consultation: Medical

Clinic, 42nd Lane,
Wellawatta.

ST. PHILOMENA’S
SCHOOL, HORANA
Reopens 10th January, 1961.

Accomodation for boarders,
boys and girls available in the

Dehiwela m.d. 3; Mrs. J. B. Don,
Rajagiriya m.d. 5.

Miss Faith Don, Rajagiriya
m.d. 2; Mr. A. K. S. Perera, Ke-
laniya 2; Mrs. K. P. Gunawar-
dene, Kandy m.d. 3; Mr. C. J. G.
Perera, Kelaniya 5; Mr. R. G.
de Silva, Mutwal 5; Mrs. Alma
Meynert, Bambalapitiya m.d. 15;
Mrs. K. P. R. de Silva, Tamitta
m.d. 10; Mr. H. K. P. G. Silva,
Kotahena m.d. 4; Mrs. H. Cana-
gasabey, Colombo m.d. 3; Mr.
P. P. Ranasinghe, - Hambantota
m.d. 5; Mr. R. K. A. John,Nanu-
Oya m.d. 5; Mrs. H. M. Wije-
singhe, Kurunegala m.d. 5.

Mrs. C. J. R. Perumal, Kota-
hena m.d. 2; Mrs. M. T. Silva,
Ragama 5; Miss Helen Fernan-
do, Negombo 50; Mr. J. Fon-
seka, Hendala 2; Mr. W. H. Sa-
maranayake, Polgahawela 116/50
Cath. Staff, M.O. Dept., Colom-
bo 100; Mr. M. M. Perera, Na-
goda 10; Cath. Staff, Savings
Bank Dept. m.d. 36; Mr. L. Pe-
dru Silva, Ragama 5; Mr. W. E.
Mack, Vithrandeniya m.d. 3; V.
G. and M. G., Colpetty m.d. 8;
Mr. L. A. C. Perera, Dehiwela
10; Mr. G. A. de Silva, Nugegoda
m.d. 2; Mrs. O. M. Schokman,
Mt. Lavinia m.d. 10; Mrs. J. T.
de S. Abeysena, Mutwal m.d. 5;
Mr. A. E. C. Walles, Mutwal
m.d. 2; Mr. F. F. I. Abeygoona-
wardene, Panadura m.d. 3; Mrs.
A. Herft, Mt. Lavinia m.d. 5.

Cath. Staff, John, Keell, Thom-
pson, White Ltd. m.d. 41; Mrs.
S. Fernando, Negombo 5; Mrs.
R. R. Bartholomeusz, Weligam-
pitiya 14; Child of Mary, Wattala
m.d. 5; Miss Th. Thomas, Kandy
m.d. 5; Mr. Ashley de Silva,
Bambalapitiya m.d. 15; Miss M.
Pietersz, Grandpass m.d. 5; Child
of Mary, Grandpass m.d. 2; Mrs.
P. S. P. Jayatileke, Negombo
m.d. 5; Mrs. F. R. Young, Lu-
nawa m.d. 2; Mr. A. V. Hetti-
aratchi, Dehiwela m.d. 2; Mr. J.

three hostels. Apply Manager.
1736

Available
. at
Catholic
- Press.
Colombo 8

Messenger Alrmanac

P. Comarwel, Nugegoda m.d.

2/50; Miss M. Van Dort, Mutwal
2; Mrs. C. Harding, Nugegoda
2; Mr. J. C. Peiris, Wattala m.d.
5; Mr. S. J. P. Ferdinand, Wat-
tala m.d. 5; Mrs. C. Deckker,
Nugegoda 2/50; Miss Irene Bocks
Tewatte 5.

Orange Hill Labourers, Te-
watte m.d. 27; Miss J. Welage-
dera, Polgahawella 10; Mrs.
Ranso Hamy, Pannaliya 2; Mrs.
S. H. Perera, Kotahena m.d. 5;
Mrs. G. Moldrich, Nugegoda
m.d. 2; Middelewita Mission 50;
Mrs. M. D. Silva, Borella 10;
Mrs. M. Perera, Bambalapitiya
m.d. 2; Mrs. H." E. Wickrama-
ratne, Bambalapitiya m.d. 2;
Mabola Catholics 30; Miss M.
Ranawake® Veyangoda 10; Mr.
W. M. Fernando, Hendala m.d.
2; Mrs. F. Goonawardene, Ka-
dawate m.d. 2; Mrs. D. R. Tham-
byah, Mattakkuliya m.d. 5; Miss
Merle Fernando, Borella m.d. 2.

Star of Joy, Colombo f.d. 100;
Star of Hope, Colombo f.d. 50;
Mr. B. P. Silva, Kerala 10; Mr.
A. J. de Croos, Kerala 20; Cath.
Workers, Land Registry m.d. 7;
Mrs. D. M. S. Seneviratne, Galle-
m.d. 3; Mrs. A. €. Perera, Haras-
bedda 30; Mrs. M. B. de Alwis,

National Basilica Building Fund

tala m.d. 5; Baby Slaves of Jesus
and Mary, Wattala m.d. 2; Mrs
C. Lobo, Negombo 10; Mrs. K.
L. D. Lily Mary, Kochchikade
10; Cath. Officers, Acts Branch,
Govt. Electrical Undertakings
10; Grotto Workers, Tewatte
8/50; R. C. Girls’ School, Yati-
yantota 30; Mr. B. de Saram,
Tewatte 5; Mr. M. D. Jeremias,
Kelaniya 10; Mrs. L. C. W.
Senanayake, Nugegoda 5; Mr.
J. L. E. Fernando, Negombo 10;
Mr.  Shanmugampillai, Eheliya-
goda m.d. 2; Regison, Moratuwa
m.d. 5; Mrs. Alma Meynert,
Bambalapitiya m.d. 15; Mrs. M.
Lownie, Colpetty 10; Mrs. P.
Don Francis, Paiyagala 124th d.
40; Cath. Staff, G.P.O. m.d

27/50; Mrs. L. C. Lobendhan,
Nugegoda m.d. 2; Mr. O. L. G.
Fonseka, Minuwangoda 2/50;
Mrs. K. D. Nicholas, Pamunu-
gamam.d. 3; Mr. D. E. A. Weera-
singhe, Colombo m.d. 5; Mrs.
F. C. Jurie, Batticaloa m.d. 5;
Mr. W. D. B. Appuhamy, Pamu-
nugama 5; Mrs. M. Cgnagasa-
bay, Colombo m.d. 3; Mr. J.
Rajapakse and Family, Negombo
m.d. 30; Mr. and Mrs. Denzil
Fernando m.d. 10; Mr. E. Fer-

Timbirigasyaya Shanty Traz.)ellers

The responsibility to con-
vert the world rests nn al]
Christians since their confirm-
ation. Not all of them could
teach and preach as priests
and religious. But all ecan
preach a great sermon by their
deeds.
ties too indulge in ‘chatitable
work, but ours can be betzer
—not bigger or wealthier —
and more informed by charity,
personal respect and individual
care.

Misery, poverty, disease are
a positive challenge tq the
practice of Christ’s teaching.

Have we ever met this chal-
lenge of helping our neigh-
bour with the charity that
conquers? Remember, only
love brought Christ down on
earth; it made Him do His
Father’s will unto death; it
made Him abide with us in the
Churcfl: *“ As the Father has
loved Me, I also have loved
you. Abide in my love...This
is my dommartdment, that you
love one another as I have
loved you’” (John XV 9-12).

You will not refuse the
Master’s call. Christmas is
over.  Undoybtedly
an austere as,
not at the neglect of the
poor and needy. Especially at
a time when we Catholics are
suffering in mind and body,
let us at Jeast make our poor
brethren Rappy. Remember, it
is our duty to give.

nando, Colombe m.d. 10; Mrs.
H. E. Lappen, Dehiwela m.d. 5;
Mrs. and Mrs. A. J. I. Fernando,
Katuwapitiya m.d. 4; Mr. B. H.
Seneviratne, Kegalle f.d. 25;
Anselm and Merlyn, Ragama
m.d. 2/50; Cath. Staff, Turquand,
Young & Co: m.d. 21.

Mr. M. F. J. Perera, Miss M.
Fernando, Mr. K. D. Simon,
‘Mr. T. A. Dharmaratnam, Miss
P. Fernando, Miss N. Amere-
singhe (Re. 1 each) 6.

Anonymous several 136/50.

Total for the period 1,664.

All donations addregsed to the
undersigned will be acknowledg-
ed individually.

G. MARTHOUREY, O.M.L,
Administrator,
Our Lady of Lanka, Tewatte,
Ragama.

Moratuwa m.d.5; Mrs. A. Rezel,
Wellawatte m.d. 5; Mr. and Mrs.
K. E. Fernando, Negombo m.d.
2; Mr. A. M. G. de Silva, Mat-
takkuliya m.d. 15; Mr. G. M.
Ludekens, Wellawatte m.d. 2;
Mrs S. D. Gibson, Galle m.d.
2/50; Grateful Client of Mary,
Nuwara Eliya m.d. 25; Mrs. V.
Patrick, Gampaha 5; Miss B.
Caspersz, Kandy f.d. 10; Miss.
K. M. B. Fernando, Kudapadu
10; The Blessed Sacrament Fa-
thers 50; Mrs. Schokman, Col-
petty 5; Miss E. V. Fernando,
Nggombo m.d. 2; Mr. S. D. P.
Karunaratne, Kadawata 5; Mr.
D. T. A. Jayatunga, Negombo
10; Miss M. M. Cooray, Colom-
bo 10; Mrs. P. S. P. Jayatileke,
Negombo 5.

Slaves of Jesus and Mary, Wat-

Goldmedal Dutch
Dhalias, Cactus

JUST UNPACKED

22 selected beautiful colours suit-
able all climates. Ask for literature.

S. A. FERNANDO, -

P. O. Box 16, Nuwara Eliya
Dial 283. .

Gladioli bulbs,
Hybrid Dhalias.

1961 e English and Sinhalese ® 30 cts. (glazed paper), 20 cts. (newsprint). Postage extra

Catholic Desixs Calendarx
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THE NEW EDUCATIONAL POLICY—

NEITHER EQUALITY™
'NOR OPPORTUNITY .

LITY

THE new Education Act of the present Government has been defended by its supporters for several reasons, some of which have already been shown in «this paper

to be completely spurious and false.
« pational system of education
new colonialism of Communism.

viz® that it ensures equality of opportunity in the field qf education.

The Hon. the Prime Minister, too, proposed this line of argument recently at the Royal Primary School Prize-giving.
¥ « Today >’ she said on 1.12.60 * marks the beginning of a new era in which I sincerely hope every child that comes from the poorest home would be gi-

ven the same education as I would like to giva my own son Anura.

cause of the nation”’

Equality of opportunity is a
noble ideal. It is only just and
fair that every child should have
an Opportunity . of .developmg
his or her talents irrespective
of being rich or poor. Poverty
should be no bar to knowledge.
However, due to the differences
in natural intelligence and apph-
cation among human beings,
there will always be differences
in their intellectual attainments.
What the ideal of equality of
opportunity requires is tlat every
child should have an opportu-
nity of developing the gifts of

“nature that he or she has received.

It is to the credit of the®S.L.F.P.
that it has capitalised on this de-
sire of people for lesser inequality
in society. The Party has also
achieved a certain reduction of
class distinctions and discrimina-

_ .tion in Ceylon. The S.L.F.P. under

- dren receiving education.

the Bandaranaikes has given the
poor man a place in the sun. We
appreciate this, and apprgve of it.

Means and Ends

While we agree with the ob-
jective of greater eqwality Qf op-
portunity in the educational
sphere, we are not convinced
that the present Act, by which
the Director ef Education be-
came the ‘Manager of almost all
the Assisted schools, will help to
ensure equality of this type. On
the contrary, we find that this
“take-over ” is:

1. In no way required for
achieving equality of opportu-

nity,
2. Does not ensure greater
equality,
3. Is most likely to reduce
the opportunities for education
in Ceylon.

Real Means

1t is true that today there is a
lack of equality of opportunity
in this respect in Ceylon, specially
as regards the rural children in
certain provinces. How can this be
remedied? The obvious solution
is to increase the number of chil-
For
this we must:

@ increase the number of
schools.
increase the number of
teachers.
improve the quality of tea-
chers and schools.
help the poorer children to
overcome the difficulties
which prevent them from
attending school even when
schools are available.

Catholics must
be calm

Contintted from poge 1

PROVOCATION IT GIVES,
CATHOLICS ARE PREPARED
AS BEFORE TO CO-OPERATE
IN THE INKERESTS OF LAW
AND ORDER. THE POLICE
FORCE WHICH HAS ON THE
WHOLE ACTED WITH
SENSE oUSTICE AND
FAIRPLAY, WILL CONTI-
NUE TO RECEIVE THE SAME
CO-OPERATION.  BUT IF
THE ALLEGATIONS THAT
BEING MADE HAVE
ANY TRUTH, THE PROVO-
CATION THEY COULD GIVE
WOULD BE DANGEROUS,

/

( Daily News 2.12

THE PRESENT; * TAKE-
OVER” DOES NOT HELP
TO SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS
BUT RATHER TENDS TO
AGGRAVATE THEM.

Retards building

Ceylon is the only country
in the free world that has decid-
ed on the most illogical step
of preventing private school
building on the pretext that this
will help more children to at-
tend school! Anyone who has
any knowledge of the educa-
tional history of the island, will
agree with Mr. S. A. K. Wije-
tilleke, the Principal of Ananda
College, that the denominational
schools have been a very great
asset to the country in provid-
ing education for millions during
the past decades.

The government has now cre-
ated a situation in which no new
schools are likely to be built by
private bodies, so long as the
present law remains on the statute
book. This means a stopping
of one of the two sources of
capital investment on .scheols
building. Hitherto the religious
bodies and other private agen-
cies have invested enormous
sums on the construction of
schools. Right through the 19th
century the religious denomina-
tions were the chief educators of
the Ceylonese. Even after self-
government in education since
1931, the denominational schools
have provided education to mil-
lions whom “the State could not
educate —for there has always
been in Ceylon a considerable
proportion of the population
that could not attend school —
43 per cent. of children in 1931,
and still 27 per cent. in 1958.

Between 1931 and 1958 the
number of children in the deno-
minational schools increased from
342,708 to 903, 712. Since 1931
roughly about half the opportu-
nities for education in Ceylon
have been provided by the de-
nominational schools. If not
for them half of those who are
literate today would have been
illiterate, The Ten Year Plan
has estimated that the capital
expenditure for Government be-
tween 1950-1957 has been at the
rate of Rs. 363 for every extra
pupil ®ining the school popula-
tion (i.e. the incremental invest-
ment —p. 468). On this basis
the denominations showld have
invested over 203 million rupees
on education during the past 30
years for the 561,000 extra pupils
taken in.®

The Government now shuts
off this source of provision of
educational facilities — and that
in the name of equality of oppor-
tunity!

Government’s burden

The entire task of school-
building is now the responsibi-
lity of solely the Government.
Meanwhile the present Act will

A |increase the running costs of the

schools which have been * taken
over . by the Government. At
a time when the Government
must strain every nerve to pro-
vide educational opportunities
for the 700,000 who cannot at-
tend school due to poverty or
lack of schools, the Government
thus increases most ugwisely its

60).

own costs of maintenance of the
present schools. The 30,000 new
teachers under the Government
management will have to be paid
erent allowances at about 10 per
cent. of their salaries and railway
passes will have to be provided
for them, their wives and their
children. The grant of about
10 million rupees denied to the
55 assisted schools which are
now private and free will be used
up in meeting these additional
expenses.

There will however be many
other items of increased expen-
diture due to the take over: ad-
ministrative charges, payments
for inspectors, clerical staff,
watchers, expenditure on impro-
vements and extensions on build-
ings. About 3,000 new teachers
have to be appointed to fill the
present vacancies. The * take-
over” will probably cost the
Government an additional 30 to
40 millions merely for maintain-
ing the present standards in the
2,500 Director-managed assisted
schools.

New schools

An urgent requirement for
realising equality of opportu-
nity is to establish schools for
the 700,000 schoolless and to
provide better schools for the
children attending the thousands
of Government rural schools

The Act does not emadncipate education but enslaves the teacher and the pupil to the State. The Act does not provide for a
** but merely nationalizes education — which is quite a different thing.

It does not eliminate colonialism but prepares the way for a
We shall now discuss another reason which has been often adduced in favour of the *take-over > of the denominational schools...

It was a long cherished ambition of my late husband, Mr. Bandaranaike, to
establish a state-controlled system of education to enable every child to have an equal opportunity to educate himself and to contribute his best to the

In the last financial year 1959-
1960 the capital expenditure
voted by Parliament for this
purpose was cut down by 2/3
due to the financial difficulties
of the Government. This is likely
to happen againin the near fu-
ture as our economy is far from
being in a sound position. The
new educational policy is bound
to cost more as the provision of
technical education, to which
the Government is rightly commit-
ted, is more expensive, especially
as far as initial capital is con-
cerned.

Neither Equality

The schools “ take-over > does
not provide equality in education,
for it does not provide more
schools or better schools for
those who will be schoolless
during the coming years. On
the contrary it will heighten the
inequality by reducing the rate of
increase of educational facilities.
The tall talk of making every
school a Royal College is simply
political eyewash or irrespon-
sible boastfulness. - Government
spends about Rs. 200 per child
at Royal College merely on run-
ning costs; and about Rs. 85
per child on the running costs of
other Government schools. The
expenditure on the rural ** cattle-
shed schools *** will therefore be

much less than this average of
Rs. 85. The Government cannot
within even the next decade make
each school a Royal College.

The test of the Government’s
sincerity # its attention paid to
the Estate labourers — whom the
Government has so far complete-
ly neglected. G Neither has the
Government yet provided for
the 412,000 schoolless children
in the non-estate sectoY.

Nor Opportunity

The present policy is likely to
reduce the proportion of children
who can’ attend schools as the
rate of school building will be
slowed down in the future. Other
remedies: as having double ses-
sions, zoning, redistribution of
teachers, grant of scholarships
and subsidies for the poorecould
have been achieved without the

“take-over” of the assisted
schools.

THE PRESENT POLICY IS
FINANCIALLY UNSOUND,

EDUCATIONALLY TOTALI-
TARIAN AND POLITICALLY
SUICIDAL FOR THE GOV-
ERNMENT AS THE INCREA-
SING LAKHS OF SCHOOL-
LESS CHILDREN WILL
HENCEFORTH BLAME SOL-
ELY THE GOVERNMENT.

The plain fact is that noblei
though the ideal of equality of\GET YOUR COPY.

opportunity be, the present po-
licy of the Government will not
increase equality of opportunity.
The Government is prostituting.
this ideal by using it as a mes-
merizing catch-phrase to give a
veneer of justice to its educa-
tional policies framed to satisfy
the petty prejudices of some
Government party men and their
more intelligent and therefore
mores vicious Marxist mentors.

Next Week’s

‘Special issue

EXT week’s issue of the Mes-
senger, will be a special
issue dedicated to the life and work
of the Venerable Father Joseph
Vaz, Apostle of Ceylon, whose
250th anngersary fall® on January
16th this year.

The Special Issue is sure to be

of interest to Catholics, especially
in these.difficult days. Our special

‘immributors will include:
i ®

His Lordship Rt. Rev. Ed-
mund Peiris, O.M.L

@® Rev. Fr. S. T. Balasuriya,
O.M.L
@ S. Thomanupillai.

MAKE SURE THAT YOU

<

which are often no better than}

“¢ cattle-sheds.” T

Our population is today in-
creasing at the rate® of 300,000 |
per year, and this increase is al- |
most wholly in the younger age
groups. Each year therefore the
educational opportunities must
increase considerably in order
to provide for those who have
no schools and for the new addi-
tional children entering the school
going age group.

Unfortunately the Government
has stopped the building of
schools by religious bodies, which
means that the Government must
more than double its rate of
school construction in order
to maintain the present percent-
age of school going children out
of the population in the 5-14 age
groups. Can the Government
do this?

Funds inadequate

The plain fact is that the
Government is at present simply
unable to find the money for this
purpose. As the Governor-
General observed *“ we are a poor
country.”” In the current finan-
cial year 1960-1961 the provision
for capital expenditurg on eduga-
tion is Rs. 13,000,000; this is one
of the lowest voted since 1956.
Out of this amoint only Rs. 8
million is really earmarked for
new buildings, the rest being for
libraries, laboratories, training
colleges, etc. If we take the Ten
Year Plan figure of Rs. 363 as
the cost of providing additional
schooling for a child, then the
present financial year will see the
building of schools for at most
25,000 extra pupils. This is ab-
solutely inadequate; for, in order
to cope up with our educa-
tional needs between 1960-1965,
(the period of office of this
Government), additiona? schools
should be provided for about
140,000 childeen each year. If
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CATHOLICS OBSERVED AN !
AUSTERITY CHRISTMAS

(by a ° Messenger™’

reporter’)

WHE‘L\' thousands of Catholics all over Ceylon placed the offering
of their sacrifice at the crib on' Christmas night, it was the
climax of the austerity campaign that had marked the weeks before

Christmas this year.

Catholics had made it a period of sacrifice

and smaller spending, so as to make their offering for the Catholic

schools.

Characteristic of the spirit that
pervaded the Catholic commu-
nity this Christmas were over
20,000 envelopes distributed from
Colombo up to Negombo, bear-
ing on it, in English, Sinhalese
and Tamil the following inscrip-

| BRIDGESTONE

- TYRES

ARE

ECONOMICAL

That’s why they’re

so popular !
Buy your

BRIDGESTONE -
TYRES TODAY!

not, the situation will deteriorate.

tions:
 Divine Child Jesus, we offer

you the savings which we have
made by abstaining from the
usual Christmas luxuries, for
the cause of Christian Educa-
tion . . . Deign to accept our

humble gift and bless us.””_
In other parts of the Archdioctse,
as well as in other Dioceses, it ;
was the same, as thousands
placed their offerings at the crib
this year. £

For Catholics, Christmas re-
mained as always, the feast of
family joy; but it was shorn of
much of the external festivities
and celebrations, due to the de-
sire to make the concrete offering «
of sacrifice in the cause of Catho-
lic education. x
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