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T0-MORROW
Ar tHE CATHEDRAL.
Mass 5 50. A. M.
» 700 A. M.
3 9 00 A. M.
Benediction 515 P, M.
Ar St. JAMES
Mass. 5 15 A M.
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Royal Visitor to India. A
London, November 4u1.® The Austrian heir-
presuzptive, Prince Franz Ferdinand, who s
going on a tour round the worid, stays it
India from Christmas to the middle of Febru-
ary, and thence proceeds to Australia and
China. e .
" Osman Digma. .
Cairo, Novembher 4th. Osian Digma has
suddenly become active aud has advanced
close to Sunakim. Geueral Forestier Wa tker
and staff are about to siart at once for Suakim.
Cairo, November 5tn. General Kitchener,
and not General Forestier ‘Walker, has goue (o
Suakim in chagge of the operations agfnst
Osman Digma. A squadron of cavalry has start-
ed for Suakim. ;
Suakim, November 6th. Osman Digma has
retired to Amet, baving failed to erally the
local tribes against the Egyptinns, »
Another jewel case: action for
slander and £500 damages.
London, November 5th, Io the “action for
slander brought by the wife of Licut, Leader,
of the Suffolk Regiment, against Gereral and
Mrs. Swyth, the defeudants bad accused the
plaintiff, who was their intimate friend, with
stealing and selling a peculiar diamond brooch,
The avidence turned on the identity of two
broockes of similar make, and a verdict wag
given in favour of plaiatiff, with damages of
five hundred pounds,
Mr. Mercier acquitted.
Quebec, November 4th. “Mr. Mercier, ex-
Premier, who was charged with corruption,
has ufter a protracted t[ial been ucquittesi.
Gold production in South Africa.
London, November 3id, Sic Henry Loch,
Governor of the €ape, speaking last cvening,
predicted thal the gold prodaction of the Randt
would soon be domble what it now is,- thus
assisting the solution of the silver question,

The end of the Carmaux strike.
Poris, November 3rd. The Miners at Car-
muux resumed work quigtly today.
The fichting in Dahomey.
Paris, November 3rd, The French”loss in
the last fighting with the Dahomeyans, which
was of a severe nature. was ten Kkilled and
soventy-two wounded. o .
The C. M. B. wins its case.
Loodon, November Zth. The Chartered
Mercantile Bank has won the case against the
Produce Brokers’ Company, which has been
ordered to pay the amount of the Beyts Craig
bills with interest at”the rateof five per cent,
The Lancashire cotton strike.
Lendon, November 6th. The great Lanca-
shire cotton strike conimenced yesterday. Sixty
thousand operalives are now ot of. work, and
fourteen million spindles arelying idle,

i f unemployed in Trafalgar
Meeting o X 1;1 rye' g

a

London, Novemberqmb. The first meeting
of unemployed was held yesterda nflurnnfm
in Trafalgar Square under the néw rules‘ is-
sued by Government and under the auspices
of the socialist Federation. A great procession
took place from the Eust End to the Square,
and numerons red {lags, surmounted by caps
of liberty, were displayed. The square was
crammed in all parts byz_xdense mobh, A re-
solution was passed arging Gt]vermnent to
authorise the local authorities to give word that
a strong police reserve was unneceskary when
these meetings were being held.

.Cocaf &e.

nnual Spiritaal Retreat in
coglulzgnﬁ)u with Sb.%u’cnck’s Collego will
commence on Wednesday the ‘lbth and
close on Bunday the 20th Inst. The open-
ing sermon will be preacheg in  the
Cathedral on Wednesday at5. 15 P. M,
by the Revd Fr. Gourdon. It isto be
hoped thut all the former students of

The N.ew Tamil Priest. On the |

merning of Satarday the Hth, Inst, yet another
“Son of tLe Soil” in theiporson of Fr. S, Aatony
was ordained priest by His Lordship Dr.
Melizan. The ceremony took place in St.
Mary’s Cathedral and was very largely nttended,
maay of the new priest’s relatives having come
to Jaffna for the occasion. The Missionarics
ofthe Peninsula who had boen staying at St.
Charles’ the two previous days for the monthly
Ratreat were present during the Mnass of
Ocdination. On returning to the Residence
affer thy Mass, His Lordship addressed & few
words to the numerous circle of priests around
him, saying how happy he was to be able to add
another promising young Missionary to the
rarks of the Ceylonese ‘Clergy and hailing the
event asa mark of Gold's blessing on the work
ot His Ministers in Jaffna. In concluding, he
turned to the new priest who stood beside him,
vith the greeting “Ad multos annos” and the
new priest then received the congratulations
of the Fathers present,

In the evening, the newly ordained priest left
for his native place, Atchuvaly in company with
the Rev. Fr. Batayron, the Pavish Priest of
that district, wiiere he met with a grand re=
ceptinu ina Pandal erected for the purpose.
The “First Mass” next morning drew a numer-
vus congregation, people coming great diye
tances to ¢njoy the privilege o the new prieet’s
blessing, The Church was decorated in the
style of the greatest Feasts. =At the Mass,
Rev. Fr, Batayron preached a short sermon to
the congregation on'the duties of the Faithfal
towardstheir priests, The Mass over, the peo-
ple assembled outside in front of a nicely orna-
mented pandal and here the new priest was
presented with an address conveying those beau-
tiful sentiments the circumstances called forth,
The reply was touching and was listened to
with great atteution and pleasure. I was aboat
forgettiog” to mention that the new priest re-
ceived from those gnod people a very haud-
some present in the shape_ ot a splendid Missal.
—Cor, v

The Weather.—We are enjoying very
cool and pleasant weather just now.
There was copious, dreaching rain on
Wednesday and ,Thursday last, greatly
to the relief of the local farmers who
felt some anxiety ‘as to the success of
paddy cultivation.

Meteorology.—We have to acknowledge
with thanks the receipt of the report
on Meteorology for tie year 1891 by
the Hon. Colonel. F. C. H. Clarke, Sur-
veyor-General. : )

The S. 8. Lady Havelock anchored
off Mandativa on Sunday last and land-
ed 51 deck passengers, 271 puckages and
Messrs. John and Eglin Kock and Nava-
ratnasingham. She left the port on the
Tuesday following, taking 27 passengers
and 265 packages. Fr. Larnodie has
gone by her to T'rincomalie.—Cor,

The Volunteer Movement in Jaffoa
bids fair tocome to a head very soon
under tho direction of our young,energet-
ic District Engineer, Mr. Bellamy. Over
fifty persons,—Earepeans, Burghers and
Tamils—have signified their willingness
to form themselves into a Corps, tho in-
anguration of whichis expected to take
place about the 15th. Iustant, when
Colonel Olarke, the Surveyor Genoral
will probably preside.—Cor.

Cocoanut Planting. The sanction

of railway has already had the effect of
impressing agriculturists in goneral with
the importance of securing the best
land for cultivation along the Central
Road. T hear that certain planters are
now examining the country beyond
Elephant Pass, with a view to the ac:
quisition of Crown lands adapted for
Cocoanut cultivation. This is good news
and “tho examplo seh ought to induces
others to follow it. The rich lands of
the Wanni now overgrown with jungle,
will certainly be in great requisition as
soon as the Jufina railway line is traced;
and their sale willﬁo gome way, if not
a great way, towards reimbursing the
targo outlay required for the carrying
out of the ‘work. When tha iron horse
beging to run, the country on either
gide will, I think, present the aspect
not of a dreary wildernes,s, but of gmil-
ing young plantations every here and
there, with the prospect of their rapid
extension and development. Cor.

Arithmetic for Tamil Schools. We
como rather late to notice another ins-
talment of Mr. Thampapillai’s work an
Arithmetic for the uge of Tamil School;
a copy of which was received by*ussome
woeks ago. 1'he little book before usis

titution and other Oatholics will
;f{:,lifme Retreat, as in previous years.

quite up to the standard of its predeces-

|
|

given to the survey of the Jaffna line |

)

sors. It treats of the requirements of
the Third Standard viz,Mulfiplication and
Division, of tha principles of which a
short,simple and cloar exposition is given.
Tho get up of the book leaves nothing
to bq desired and like itg predecessors if
18 priced vory low, being sold at 15 cents
per copy. It is therefore sure to meet
with as much acceptance and command
as ready .n sale as the previons manuals
1ssued by Mr. Thampapillai.

The Meeting at the Pettah School
. A copy of the proceedings of the Mest-
ing held in the Pettah Boy’s School on the
oth. Inst. has been sent to us by the
Secrebm'y. Asit is too long for insertion
we give the following summary. Mr.
Advocate Allegakoen was elected the
Chairman. Three resolutions were passed,
according to the secoud ofewhich the
name of Mr. H. 8. W.Senathiraja B. L. is
to be submitted to H. E. the Governor as
one eminently qualified represoent the
the Tamils. A commit¥ee to carry out
tho object of ti® meeting was appointed,
consisting of no lese than 40 prominent
gentlemen, with power to add 4o sheir
number. * 3

. The Distriet Court House Meet-
ing. We have raceived from Mr, Sapapathy
a copy of the proceedings of the Meeting
held in the District Court House oy
Satarday last. Our space is so limited
that we cannot publish Mr. Sapapathy’s
uccount, from which it appears that the
meeting was largely attended, though
we are not inclined to believe that
“over two thousand persons represent-
ing the various interests of the commu-
uity” were present. Mr. Casie Chetty
presided. Three resolutions were passed,
the first declaging Mr. P. Coomara-
swamy the fiffest person to repre-
sent the Tamils, the sccond adopting a
Memorial to be signed and forwarded
to H. E. the Governor and the third
appointing 24 influential Tamils as a
committee to further the object of the
meeting. .

Signa,tures_ The value of a Memorial from
the people to the Government depends
ndt 8o much on the numier of sigwatures
obtained, as on the positiomand cha-
racter of the signatories. This is a mere
truism, but the enunciation of it at the
present moment is ueither unseasonable
nor unprofitable in view ofthe deplorable
want of good sense witk which the printed
forms to be attached to the Memorials to
be submitted to thel Governor in con-
ne tion with the Tamil seat,are now being
filled. -Those; who are asked to obtain
signatures, if they are too busy or too
respectable to go from house to houre,
depute others to do' the work; and these
think jf the best plan te get all whom
they meet, irrespective of their social
standing or intelligence, to sign. I say.
thisnot from hearsay, but from personal
knowledge. It may not be unknown to
some of your readers that Monster Memo-
rials got up in Juffna have been found to
bear even many a fictitious signature.—

or.

Mr. J. Cherubim, Agent of the B. 1. S, N.
Company has, we are glad to learn, been
appointed the Agent in Jaffna of the
Standard Life Assurance Company osta-
blished in 1825. The anuual income of the
Company amounts to a million sterling
aud its accumulated funds aggregate
seven and a half millions.

Tue Savt Rext of the Jafina District for
1893 has been sold for Rs 58,000, the pre=
sent renter Mr. Ramalingam being the
purchaser. .

i . Died of dropsy on Monda
InstoEtn;.‘ilsMr'&i«lenco in Culmgmbyn, in his s5thy.
year, Mr, S, Elyatamy, the Financial Clerk of
the Registrar General’s Office. The deceased
belonged to a well known family in Jaffna and
his premature death has evoked sincere sorrow
among his friends,— Cor. o

Mr. C. P. Layard has been apgeinted
acting Attornoy-General and it is beliov=
ed that Mr. Rama Nathan would entor
upon his new duties as Solicitor-General
bofore December next. Mr. Owen Mqp-
gon, the District Judge of Colombo, IMs
returned from Europe,

A French Bank for Colomba. It
is reported that n branch of the Compt-
oic Nationale d'Escompte, the head of-
fico of which is in Paris, is to be opened
in Golowbo. AN

4
-

An Outrageous .murder. The. Zagst.
ern Guardian says that the Shah of Chitral,
recently in open  Darbar, 4iad the only sun of
hig murdered brother, a boy aged ahout a year,
bmugh_t befure him and starved to death “he-Y
cause if allowed to live he would avenge his
father's deathy?”’, .

——

‘I’I‘}S THREE THOUSAND MILES LONG
. We allude to the Great Mississippi River
In America. For huandreds of miles of its
course it is” yellow with the earth which the
8wift current has borught from its barnks.l’roh&.lbly
the Mississippi bears constantly® in solution,
ground eoough to make many a rich farm
though the *amoaut is, of coarse, greater at
times of flood. Thus,® for drinking, and even
for washing, the water of the Mississippi
wush first  be purified. g 2

Itis the same with anything which either
for appearance or utility s in some way
ghrowa ont of character. For instance, the
blood in our body is a river. From the heart

to the extremities it is of a ‘bright red colour,
but on its return through the veins it is dark
and sluggish. The reason is that when it
starts from the beart it has just. been purified,
and when it comes back it is luaded with
aligsorts of refuse matter it hag picked up
inits jours®y. In other words, the blood— .
which is only food fully digested—carries
life ou its red current and brings away,dis-
ease and death ou its dark one, .,
" Speaking of her own condition at a period
about six years since, a woman writes that
her skin graduslly became first yellow and
then of a saffron colour. Connected with this
she experienced several symptoms of illcess, Ske
had more or less pain at the sides aod con-
siderable difficulty in b eathing. Her appetite,
previonsly guod, began'to fail, and after eating
comparatively littie there was much distress
in the region of the stomach, There was an
attendant loss of energy, both of mind aund
body, and she felt tired, langnid, and weak.

Now we must observe that in case of na-
tural fatigue from labour or “any exertion;
rest is an unfailing remedy, Sleep and re=
laxation renew our powers. But there isa
kind of futigue which rest does not relieve—
for which the Angel of Sleep bears no hesl-
ing in bis wings. What vile g counterfeit
is it ? -~

She adds: “I finally took to my bed aud
was visited by a doctor, who said my liver
was wrong, and that I had javndice. He gave
me medicine, but as it had no good cffect
he advised me to go to the hospital, AsI
ohjected to this, -he said I might try a change
of air aud sce what that would do for me.
So I gaveup my place and went to my hpme
at Fairford, in  Gloucestershire, Failing  to
obtain any benefit from the change, I consalts
ed another physician, who attended me for
some time, but I grew no better. Whateger
I did I could not recover my strength, and
my friends thagzht Iwas io a decline.

“I'did not efil enough to feed a bhird, and
began to despaic of ever recovering ms henlthe
With many wps and downs in the way of
feeling, and of fear and hope, I lingered aleng
until July, 1890 when an acquaintance re-
commended me to try Mother Seigel's Syrup.
Indeed, so.much wasl impressed with what
was said abont the medicine that I sent my
my niece four miles toprocare a bottle of if.
After taking the contents T felt better. A
weight seemed to be lifted from my chest,my
relish for food returned, and by degrees I
tound myself io every way strouger. I will
conclude by saying that after having used
two bottles more of the Syrup I was able to
refurn to Birmingham quife well, and hnv_s
bad no signs of the ailment since, It is
only just to mention that Ifeel better now
than I have done for many years, and had
I swoner known of mother Seigel’s Strup I
should have avoided an amount of soffering
and wisery wbich it saddens me even to look
buck upon.” ' A o Tt

The ,ady referred to is Miss Sarah Hawkers’
of the “Lion Inn,” Longmore Strcet, Birming-
ham. That yellow or saffron colur of the
blood was caused by the failure of the blood
and by the failure of the liver to secrete,
or take awvay, the bile from the blood. Re<
maining io the blood it was carried to all
parts of the body, and necessarily showed
itself through the skin i the ghastly hao she
pames, : 29
Understaud, please, that the bile, useful
to help to move the bowals, is a Foian,n when i
the blood. The engire malady of bilionsnes
all its forms fsa symptom of indige
dyspepsin, the source of most of -
paivg, and diseases, 1t is no ney
that the ruccess of Mather
in reviving the torpid di
the liver, and thus p
sets it apart fr
article
ordinar,
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matter and a reference toour issue

. whose names had been put forward

. Tamil Representative. We enumer-

" question: ““We have never viewed

. in the nomination of a Mahommedan

S tl:a Catholic Messenger of the lst.

- on“Représentation in thg Legislative

-zmoral qualities of a high order such

THE JAFFNA CATHOL'IO GUARDIAN, NOVEMBER 121r 1892.

THE TAMIL MLC.
November, has an interesting article

Council” expressing opinions with
which on the whole we agree. But
towards the close of 1t, there is a
unhappy clause expressing an opini-
on which is ‘at variance with the
actual faots. Here it is: “Wo believe
that the fact of his (Senathivajah’s)
having married Advocate Brito's
daughter and his avowed profession
of Christianity have gained also to
him the support of the Catholic
Mission there (in Jafna)”. The Ca-
tholic Guardiam, as far as we are
aware, is the only paper that publish-
ed anything which could be inter-
preted as representing  the attitude
of* the Jaffna Catholic Mission in this

of" the 29th Ult. will easily convince
thedditor of the Catholic Messenger
that he is quite mistaken in his
opinion. Of the two Tamil gentlemen

at the time, we said- that Mr.
Senathirajah was preferable, be- |,
canse he seemed to us to possess
more fully than Mr. Coomaraswamy.
the variou’s qualities required in the
man who would worthily be ghe

ated several of these qualities and
added our great objection to the
appointment of Mr. Coomaraswamy,
namely the inadvisability of mak-
ing the Tamil representation a sort
of private property to be disposed
of from one to ome among the
members of a single family. This
objection, we would remark, has not
yet been satisfactorily answered.
Nor do we expect it will.

The fact of Mr. Senathirajah’s
having married Mr. Brito’s daughter 4
had as such nothing to do with the
preference shown him by the Jaffna
Catholics, What the Messenger in. |
tended to' convey was, we think, as
the drift of the article indicates,
that the fact of Mr. Brito’s accept-
ing him as son-in-law is a proof
that he possesses intellectual and

ag would induce the Catholic com-
munity to support him. With re.
gard to Mr. Senathirajah’s “avowed
profession of Christianity” we had
been under the impression that he,
like many other Tamils baptised
Rrotestants, had adopted the sort of
esoteric Sivaism said to be in vogue
among educated Hindus. But quite
apart from his, religious beliefs and
chiefly in view of his qualities moral
and intellectual, we considered, as
we still consider, Mr. Senathirajah
to be the fitter of the two gentle.
men then proposed-to fill the Tamil
seat and we merely said so.

From the preceding portior of the
articlein the Messenger we are glad
to quote & sentence which faithfully
represents -our attitude in this

with approval the principle implied

member—namely that of religious
denominational representation in
the Legislative Council—and even
if we thought there would be any
c.ha,nco of our obtaining the conces.
glon which has  been bestowed on
the Mahommedans, we would not
ask for ourselves what - we do not
approve of being given to others”.
In the same number of the Mes-
senger there is a remarkable, com.
municated article entitled. ‘A Pl
for Morality in political and public
life” and signed “An Humble Stead.
1te”, It is an arbicle to be read and
re-read and weare sorry that our
limited space does not allow of its
being quoted here,

THE THREE BROTHERS _

- (Communicated)

Among the puarely fitive races, thera
is porhaps no family now so dig-
tinguished by reasou of the high po-
sitions, to which its sons have risen
as the one to which Hon. P.
RamaNhathan , belongs. is  the

the
He

senior uuofficial member of the Legis-.

lative Counucil.+ He has occupied the
Tamil seat for thirteen years and has
received the distinction of C. M. G.
at the haads of his Sovereign. He
is to 'be the Solicitor-General of the
Island; in which capacity his influence
will assuredly be greater than it has
hitherto been, from his having to dBal
with Crown Couusels, Police Magis-
trates, Crown Proctors, District Jud-
ges and with serious crimes and cri-
minals generally. His youuger brother
is \lr. Aranachckalem of tha Cigil Ser-
vice proper, who is at present acting
Registrar General,weilding considerable
influence as the Head of an important
Depavtment which rumifies through
the various Provinces, Districts and-
Towns of the Island aud employs
some twenty Registrars, one hundred
Clerks and four hundred Notaries.
His" elder brother is Mr. Coo-
maraswamy, Proctor of the Supreme
Court and Member of the Colombo
Manicipal Counncil. Me. Coomaraswamy
is now prominently before the public,
pressing his claims to the Tawil seat
about to , become vacaut. To say
nothing of his own influence as a man
of substance, as a successful legal
practitioner ang as a Muuicipal Coun.
cillor, there is“the higher and wider
influence, prospgetive as“well as re-
trospective, of his brothers, by Which;
in his present aspiration, ke must needs
find himself backed, even against his
wish. The ecarcer of the Solicitor-
General-Elect as well as of the Regis-
trar-General has been above suspicion
and there is nothing in their public
condact with which even their enemies
could reproach them. Bub even giant
ting that neither the Civil ~ Servant
nor the future Solcitor-General has
raised bis little finger” to suppgrt his
brother, it is nob to be supposed that
the native friends whom the one has
made or the native subordinates whom
the other controls, will not be impel]-
ed by self-interest, if not by a mis-
taken sense of duty, to coanteugnoe the
candidature of the aspiring brother and
recommend it fo others. Oune would
be ‘very much mistaken indeed in one’s
appreciation of the motives which often
uuderlie what is calied public opinion,
if ® cogld be shown that the native Ma=
s ( :

gistrates, grown Proctors, Registrars

to the movement, or set their signature
o the memorial, favouring Mr. Uoo-
maraswamy’s rival. as a matter of
fact, the native Magistrate of Poiut
Pedro and Chavagachcherry, the
Crown Procter at Trincomalie, the
Notary at Mannar, besides others of
the same category, have presided at
the meetings held to advance Mr,
Coomaraswamy’s cause. l'o regard
therefore the expression of opinion
elicted in favonr of Mr. Coomaraswamy
a3 fthoronghly outspoken, sincere,
spontaneous or independeut would be
wrong, betraying as it doesa lament-
able ignorance of local influences,
There is an important question in-
volved in Mr. Coomaraswamy’s can-
didature to which attention must be
drawn. It would be a strange perver-
sity in a native to oppose the advance-
ment of the natives ; but he ought to
oppose, on pablic grounds, the whole-
sale advancement of a particular family
to the exclusion of others. It has so
happened that, for about forty years,
three successive members of this family
have had the honor ind privilege of the
Tamil repr®sentution. Is it fair, meet,
or expedient that another mewmber of
the same family. should now be allowed
to continne the ovcupaucy of the Tamil
seat, especially when his two younger
brothers ave already in offices of great
trust and grave respousibility undep
Goverment P Does, it preclude the
possibility of the abuse of power and
patronage or promote the purily ot (o.
lonjal administration to have three na.
tivd brothers in three of the most im-
portant posts in the gift of the Govern.
ment P lven were they men of exalted
virtues, of stainlesg reputation aud of
the highest character, they caunot deny
to themselves a fair ghare in the failings

Knd Notories had given their support

common to mortals or say that they
would be absolutely proof against the
strong temptations to which they would
be exposed by the frequent aum.
portunate solicitations for help or r@lief
or redrzss made by their numerous rela-
tions and friends in different parts of
the Island. It would be far less objzction-
able that His Excellency the Governor’s
nearest kinsmen siionld be filling half
a dozen offices under him than that
he shonld employ three native brothers
as his Solicitor-General, Registrar-Gen-
eral and Legislative Tamil Councillor.
His Excellency may therefore well
pause before he yields to the influential
clamour of Mr, Coomaraswamy’s sup-
porters.

CORRESPONDENCE

(& We do not hold ourselves answer-
able for correspondent’s opinion.

. MOCK ELECTIONS.
To
The Editor of theJ. C. Guardian

Sir. The 'l'amil representation in the
Legislative Couancil in saccession to Mr.
RamaNathan has beon the subject of
all-absorbing interest during the past
fow weaks. There are only two candi-
dates in the running for the appoint-
ment—Messrs ~ Coomaraswamy ~ and
SenathiRaja. The Jaffna people may be
divided into three sections in reference
tio these aspirants to the Tamil seat in our
mock Parliament—the Coomaraswamy-
itus, the Scnatharajites and that possive,
unobtrusive class of disinterested on-
lookers® to which the writer of these
hurried lines belongs.

The Northern supporters of the two
rivals were within a trifle of going to log-
gorheads on Saturday last. The leading
Coomaraswamyites convened a public
meeting to be held at the District Court
House on that day at 3. P. M. The
leading Senathirajites convened another
public meeting &5 the Pettah Boys’
School on the same day and about the
Ssams hour. o
One would have thought, judging from
the circumstance of the opposing parties
having arranged to meot at different
places at nearly the samo time, that
any unpleasant collision between them
was not to be apprehended. Little how-
ever did the Senathirajites anticipate
that the Coomaraswamyites would place
them in the position of the artless white
ants which, according to the familiar
Tamil saying, found, to their intense
mortification, the hole they had labori-
ously prepared for their own dwelling,
preoccupied by the insidioas serpent.

I had the honour of being served
with invitations by both parties; and as
I did and do still stand on neutral
ground, I made up my midd to attend
both meetings and see and hear as much
a8 I could at each, simply as a passive
on-looker. The meeting “which fiest
attended was the one at the Oourt House,
where T observed a large and promis-
cuous gathering, which by a process of
elimination might have been rendered
more respectable than it was. I was
somewhat surprised at first, though I
had gumption enough to perceive very
soon, how the chair came fto be occu-
picd that evening by Mr. Casie Chitty,
the acting Magistrate of Point Pedro,
whosn religious earnestness as a High
Churchman cften makes him pose asa
Local Preacher and whose claims to
be a Lieutenant of the Solicitor-General
eloct, the Hindu Organ has recently
and specially advocated. I do not ques-
tion the propriety of Mr. Chitty’s pre-
sidency. I amonly trying to account
for things in my own way; and I may
add that others are of the same opinion,
though I do not maintain the inerrancy
of it. Mr, Casie’ Chitty made a good
speech and was followed by Mr Advocate
Canagasabai and others who held forth
on the superior claimsand qualifications
of thoir favourite candidate, the accous-
bic propertics of the Court House,
generally refractory on ‘other occusions,
gorving  to make the applause elicitied
from the audience, donbly improssive.
Having remained long enough to satisfy
myself that the arrangements made were
o perfect and stringont as to preclude
tho possibility of any discordant noto
being sounded and to ensure the selaction
of Mr. Coomaraswamy by universal ac-
olam ation, I haxtened to the meeting of
the Senathivajites at the Pettah Boys'
School. There I found the Coomara-
swamyites—some big ones with a namer-

ous following of major and minor
nobodies,—in triumphant occupation of
the hall, Innocent, unsuspecting, stray

Bonathivajites dropped in one by one; and
at tho time I antered the hall, I found
thom sitting here and there in sullen
resentment, their blood  boiling in
their veins with indignation, but with-
oub the power to raise their voice
agninst the provoking aggression and
intrusion of the bellicoso Coomuraswamy-
ibes. Tho Chaiv was ocoupied by a
nowly admittod membor of the Bar who

|
!
|
|
|

had, 1 hear, pledged himself to support
the ,Sennthirtsites but who, on °°m‘;}"~;
to tho meeting, thonght it best to fol-
low in the wake of the vivacious Vicar
of Bray and rather reign for a tim
among a section of the Coomaraswamyibes
than gerve under the Senathirajites. Tl}e
man who wus spesking when I stepped in-
to the Hall was a certain X whose utberan-
ces were in keeping with the wholo charac-
tor of the proceedings. Those who hun[,:
with rapture on his sccents will be best
able, in their cooler moments, to say
whether they did not stultify themselVa,s
and whether Mr. Coomaraswamy’s
cause has no$ suffered by the part he was
allowed to take in the meeting. The
proceedings terminated with a Tamil
epcech and with Tamil Bongs uproari-
ously sung in praise of Mr. Coomara-
swamy. .

When this bogus meeting broke up and
those who took partin it left the place,
the Senathirajites who had convened
their meeting at the Pettah Boy’s School
and their followers made their appear-
ance. The attendance was not of course
8 liggo u8 it might otherwise have
been, Mr. Allegakoen was voted to the
chair. Speeches were made and resolu-
tions passed, declaring Mr. Scnathirajah
the fittest man to represent the Tamils.
I must add that the mesting would have
been distnrbed by the number of nobodics
I saw outside, if the Police were not
in attendance.

I do net wish to institute any com-
parison betwesn Messrs Coomaraswamy
and SenathiRajah. I do not suppors
either of them, or any other, because I do
not feel” any call to do 0. The appoint-
mont is eutirely in the gift of the Go-
vornor and the people had better keep
quiet. It is only when the elective
tranchise is conceded to the Ceyloness
that they &honld concern themselves
about the appointment of their rapresen-
tatives and 1t is by an attisude of per-
fect indifference to the selections made
by she Governor for unofficial seats in
the Legislative Council thatthe much
degired improvement in itsconstitution
can be hastened. I fear a great deal of
importance is attached to the present
sysgem of sham ropresentation.

I have any wish to egpress in con-
nection with the Tamil seat, it is simply
this—that o capable man and what is
more,a man of principle, and of unexcep-
tionable® morals may be appointed.

I, for onc,shall not be surprised or dise
appointed, if the Governor appoints, as
the Tamil Member, a gentleman who has
not been put forwdrd by. means of meet-
ings and memorials, but*who possesses
the roquisite qualifications.

Yours traly
A TAMIL.
Jaffna, 7th November 1892,

Nattucottai chetties.

The Ceylon Law Journal gives the
following description of the Nattucottai
Chetties through whom the Ceylonese
receive their supplies of food and raiment.

“We do not think the Jews will thrive in
Ceylon, for the simple reason that the Nattn.
cottai Chetty has all the field to himself. There
is no Jew born who can compete successfully
with the Chetty, Amiable philanthropists and
well-meaning enthusiasts are loud in their
protestations against the inhnmanity exhibited
towards the Jews in some parts of the countinent,
Unfortunately they know very little of the
Jew, in Russia for instance. ~ We in Ceylon
can quite understand the fenling, from what
we kuow of the money-lending Chetty in our
midst. In Russia, from the Colonel of the
Regiment down to the drummer-boy, everyhody
isin the Jew’s debt. In Ceylon, we regvet to
say that the Cbhetty is appealed to often from
the Civil Servant even of the “first class”
down to the lowest*Kacheherri clerk. The oily,
greasy, filthy Chetty who Mvesin the dirtiest
part of the town on Rs 15 a month lends his
monzy invariably at the rate of sixty per cent.
But this is not his only extortion, ~He makes
a deduction of sixty per cent on the money
lent by wag of commission, as he calls it.”
We have known a case where the origival sum
borrowed was Rs 75 at sixty per pér cent, and
by the system of renewals the debtor’s linbility
was increased to somethiog over a thousand
rupees.

Leo XIII—COardinal Gibbons of Baltmore
writes as follows of the Sovereign Pontiff: —
“When ooe views the Eternal Oity from the
Boman Compagna, a single object is clearly
conspicuous in the horizon, dominating the
confused mass of buildings, and so to speak,
covering them with its majesty; it is the dome
of St. Peter's. This is an image of what
strikes us when we look towards Europa. Above
the men aod the interests in wotion in the
Old World, we always see towering in its
solitary grandear, the noble and serene figure
of Pope Leo XIII”,
; ——

_The latest fairy tale of science is that a
French Scientist, M, Deloncle, has offered to
construct“for the Paris exhibition of 1900 a
telescope of dimeusions vast enough to render
visible objects in the Muoon no larger than No.
tre Dame " Cathedral, The insteament will he
bout 10 feet in dinmeter and weigh 9 tous,
ts cost is put at 2,500,000 francs, i

Printed and

. published for the Prop-
Sotm' by C. Andrew at St. Jiso:%’?s
atholic Pross, Catholic Missiion Pre-

1ises, Jaffng,
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