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NOTICE TO TEACHERS.
Catholic teachers are hereby in-
formed that the New 8rd. Standard
Reader for Vernacular Schools
will be ready about the end of*March
next and the 5th. Siandard Reader

about the end of January next.

CHBRCE XOTICR,
HOURS OF DIVINE SERVICE.
TO-MORROW
At tHE CATHEDRAL,

Mass 5 3

3

»
Benediction

Ar Smums’

»
Benediction

Mass.

Nexr Sarurpay.—24th irst. Day of
Abstinence and fasting
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mission to Uganda-
Lundo;]:‘hh?e:emher 9ch, Go%unel J. W.eRho-
3esand Lient® Arthur (Rifle Brigade) will
also accompany Sit Gerald Portal on his
mission to Uganda.

t Chitral: thr d
Events a' eyt eatene

T 0-

St, Petershurg, December 8th. The Ruassian
Press are obsarvant of the events in jChiual.
TLe Svet ineists that Russia must forestal!
Britain in obrainiog the ®command of the pass-
es of the Hindu-Kush, The Novosti contends
that the imbroglio in Chitral does not seriovs-
ly affect the relations between Russia and
Britain, and that tba prcsent role of Russia is
putely one of observation, .

The new French Cabinet.

Paris, December 5th,  Atter yarious states-
men had failed, M, Ribot succeeded in form-
ing a new Cabinet, in which he himnself ander-
takes the enmbined offices of Premisr and
Miuister for Foreign Affairs, The rest of the
members mosLly belonzed to the last Cabinet,

The Panama Canal Scandals,

Paris, December 5th, Mr. M, Albert Grevy,
Renanlt, and several others who received
cheques, have testified before the Committee
of Enquiry that the cheques were for legiti-
mate parposes, 5 :
Reported massacre in Central Africa

Loudow, December 6'h.  Persistont reports
are current that the Belgian military expeditions
against the slave dealers, under Captaius
Jacques and Joabert, have beeu massacred in
Central Africa.

The trouble nbgut Baron Reinach’s

Paris, Dec. 10. Baron Reinach has been
exhumad and his body identified, thus disposing
of the story that he had absconded. Experts
will now examine the wviscera to ascertain
whether be died from poison or not,

The Panama Scandal.

Paris, Dec, 10. Mr, Obendoerffer, a banker,
bas informed the Panama Canal Scardal Com-
mittee that he received nearly four million
francs for working the issue of Panama Canal
Lottery bondsand for other purposes,

Bimetallism and the monetary
Conference.

London, December 12thi. It is agreed that
the views expressed by Sir Rivers Wilson and
M, Tirard, the latter being the mouth-piece of
the Laiin Union, have sealed the fate of
Bimetsallism at this Conference,

| Locol &e.

His Lordship Dr. Melizan, accom-
anied from Veunapurai by the Very
%uv. Fr. Joulain, the Delegate to the
Gencrnl Chapter, reached Colombo. on
the 6th. Inst. Next day, His Lordship
took train from Colombo to pay ashort
visit to the Migsion of Kuranegula which
he had been unable to see on his way
down to the Meuropolis. At Kurune-
gala, finding that the Rev. Fr. Radenac,

The Rev. Fr. J. Aloysius has had his

Mission enlarged to its formor extent,
being now Parish  Priest of the whole of
AkKaraipattu.
St Patrick’s College Tar AMNvAL Prize
DistRIBUTION will take place on Wednes-
day the 21st Inst, at 5-30 P. M. The
friends and well-wishers of the Institution
and particularly the parentsof the pupils
are Invited to be present. There will
be reserved seats in the Hall for Native
Ladies,

Mr. B. A. Maine. .This gentleman hus

been enguged from Mouday last in sur-
veying the line between Jaffna and Kan-
gasenturai. Next week he will commence
the survey from Jafina southwards, He
18 reported to haye expressed the opinion
that the survey wonld be completed in a
shorter time than was at first thought,
from the comparatively easy nature of
the country to be traversed.—Cur.
The paddy plants throughout the pen-
insula have suffered seriomslyin conse-
quence of the want of raiu for about three
weeks running. The damage done by the
recent drought has been o groat and
general that no amount of rain will enable
the farmers to reap a good crop. M'he plants
in some places have withered away and
in others have become stunted in growth
for want of moisture. If the drought
continues, the furmers say that they will
not be nble to get mauch even in the way
of straw for their pains, An abandance of
rainis now required even for a fairly
good crop. The anticipation of a bad
harvest leads the local traders io raise
the price of grain from week tu week.

It bas rained copionsly in some parts
?)f the diserict during the last two days.

or.

The local grain supply vow falls far
short of the demand, owing to the ab-
seuce of tresh importations. The price of
paddy now ruling in the market is Rs,
1,874 per bushel, and the rate for rice is
correspondingly high.  The present
gcarcity is felt not only in Jatina but in
Colombo and many other parts: In fact
the whole Island now feels how much if
depends for its support on the neighbonr-
ing con tinent—QCor, <
Obituary. Iregret to have to notice the
death of an old Huropeaw resident in the
person of Mrvs. Patterson, which took
place on the 12th, Inst, The remains were
removed to the Pettuh Burial Ground
on the following day, whon many Euro-
oan aud Ceylonese friends and sympa-
thisers were present, The deceased lived
in Jaffua fcr more than 30 years. She
lost her husband a few years ago and now
leaves behind a daughter and three sons,
two of whom are in the managemont of
a Coconnut Estate in Pachillapalli.

The Local Board Meeting: advertis-
ed tobe held on the 13th Instant in
the District Court House was not held
owing to an unforseen circumstauce—
the funcral of Mrs. Pafiterson which took
place on the same day and which was
attendod by the leading European' and
Burgher residents,including Mr. L'wyoam,
who was expected to preside at the meet-
ing. The Government Agent has had
to leave Jaffus on the l4th Inst. on
urgent officinl business and the p_roposed
meeting stands adjourned sing die:

At alarge meeting held the other day
at Nellore at the instance of Dr. Oandial,
retired Medical Officer of' the Hstates
Branch, Mr. Sivapragasem, ~Medical
Practitioner and Mr. Asaippillai, Coach
Contractor, it was resolved thatit would
be inexpedient to ask ‘or a Local Board,
as the people are nob in a position to
bear the additionul taxution which ite
introductién would entail.

Yhere are some intelligent people I
have met, who fall in with the view
taken by you in your rocent article
on the subject. The Jafina people would
do well to act up bo your advice; and
I presume they will have the support of
My, Lsynam who, it is believed,;thinks the

who had been sent there some time back
to try and recruit his bealth much shat-
tered by the unwholesome climate of Ak-
karaipattu, would benefit only by a change

to acolder climate, His Lordship decided | Major Knolloys,

on availing himself of his present trip to

Jufinese arve taxed ngo much already to
be taxed any more.—U0or,

TheG overnmentAgent, Mr.
Twynam left Jatfua on W ednesduy last with
Maj whom he will prtgbu'bly
accompany as far as Karvachchi, conferriog

" "’m gn the establishment of a rural

: Lk b 1 )
Europe to take the sick Missionary along | with l;orce T e nbliaro. BrAR 108,

with him.

The voyagers lefs Colombo for
Europe on the 11th. [nst. when his Lord-
ship telegraphed;a last blessin and adien

to the Fathers and peoplo of Jaffna,—Cor

police d [
dge Local Examination.
Agnﬁ}gb:}leghﬂ'nn students attending

| to be played in Colomboand another in

ing  the week, six belong to 8t. Patrick’s
Coliege, four of whom go ap for the
Senior and two for the Junior., A private
student presented himself for the Seni-
or and there wasone Juuior hailing from
B:nbt,lcotm, the chief Protestant College
of the North—an' event *which shows
that those locul gehools with the Indian

IT'S GONE, ALL. GONE, AND I'M GOING,
T00,

For many a year did the same man sweep a
certain. stract-crossing in Hampstead, Through
all seasons and in all wenthers, Lher’e he wags
sweeping the crossing and taking  such gra:
tuities as were given him, Time wore away,

Univel-si'b_y programmes are enger enough al;(lirhde cntn'ng to ke eighty years old, He ap=
to send in students for the Cnmbridge peared at his post nomore. A lady district

visitor looked " him ap at his lodgings

a4 picture of squalid destitation, LNE .ﬁryha
o food, no friends, Wife and family he had ndhe—
never had. The poor old fellow was perishing
of Tstarvation, Wof want. Some money , was
raised forehis benefit, ard he was removed to
a London Hospital, Here be lay several weeks
sinking daily.  Oue night be was clearly very
low, Near bim stood one of the hospital physi-
clans and a purse, Beeing him clutch  ner~
vously at lus pillow, the nurse, supposing the

when they can manage to doso.

A Local conversion. Weare happy
to state that Mr. Fredevick Johnpalle,
retired Landing Waiter of the ‘Irin-
comalie Customs and the headof a well-
known family in the town was received
into the Church on - the 10th. Inst,
conditional Buptism  being sdminis-
tered to him by the Very Revd. Father
Rouffiac. ¥

: Sessional Papers: We' beg to ae- g:;i::;l lfei:i)re? to b:; Misteld (up, pat  his arm
; ; - o ) 0 perform tha ice. i
“;‘“g;e(?ge Yv.thf“l];mfl{s the recepit from | g, the norse’s Iu?nd cnmrslin si:)‘;:f:et I;i:]l?lzg
T;‘:Jmeburmt:o the faplowing papers-1- object which  he withdrew. It was a dirt
¢ Jaflna Railway SuPvey; 2—The Mu- | little caoyas bag tied with a leather stringyj %

nicipal Coundls Bill; 8—The Inven-
tions Bill 4—The Sanitary Rate Bill 5—
The Surplus Revenue Bill and 6—*Plans
of thg Mouth of the Kelani Ganga,

My, Ramanathan assomed duties as
Solicitot-General on the I5th. Inst. Last
Friday’s Gazette, we presume, will conbain
the appointment of his successor in the
Tamil seat. ; :

Railways: For the works and services in
connection with railwaye, as much asg
Rs. 1,108,763 has been appropriated out
of the Surplus Revenues. of past years, as
recommenged by a Sub-committee of the
Legislative Council. %

A Bar Dinner to Messrs Witters, Lay-
ard, Browne and Ramanathan = will- be

As it waslaid aside the old ‘man perceived
What bad been done, lifted his skelet(yn frame
partially from the bed and, trembling with ex
ci®ment, said i 4 shrill whisper.“Ah my treas -
fure,my treasure! It's goneall gbne,and I’'m g»’
ing tool"’ and sank back dead, Thebag contained
£509 in notes—the savings of hidsgniserly " life,
And be,there,dead of staryation,even more than
of age. Well, what of it? -you say, The wretched
old man was better’ dead thao alive, Quite so,
but most -hinmian events have a moral, 4 lesson,
about them,if we keep an eye ont for it,

What, tor exnmphg;(wo Iea™s from the ful-
lowing facts? —Ono night ahout ten years ago,a
man whose name we can furvish, went to bed as™
uvsual, apparently in good health and spirits, A
fow hours later he lay auconscious on the floor,
In explanatiou lic stited that he had been reized.

given duving the Christmas holiduysin, [ suddenly, with a pain of such violence. that hie S
view of their recont appointments. - was  compelled torise,—a pain in the chest =
3 AR After rising he lost his senses acd sank dowg :;14‘&
Sham fight at Trincomile Abaut 900 | on the spot where he had stood. . His wf(!‘ 5o

aronsed by the noise, struck a light ard saw
her hasband in that situation. = She afterwards
declared he bad gone' black in the faes, and
that- Lis eyes looked as they werg starting ot
of his head.

Restoratives - were applied which breaght
bim’ to, but le was not as- before: So qnickly
aud uvexpectedly do we cross the . boundary
line between two opposite bodily conditions.
It is like stepping from the broad biaze of
day ioto a damp cavern packed with darkness. ¢
He #elt weak aud sick, with a strange “adl-
gone'’ sensation throughout lis whole system. ‘
His mouth tasted ‘badly, and was filled with
a slimy sort of phlegm, his head “ached, be
was unable to draw a decp breath, he walked
with difficaity, aud went about his busiress
like & man who is hauated by a paralysing
dream. ) 3

Perplexed and alarmed he consuited — phy=
sicians, ‘'who prescribed for him, without, hove
ever, producing any noticeable” “improvement.

‘Phe strong clear-healed man of previous years
was gine—chaoged as by the wand of a vicious
magician into tue feeble being he naw was
Even with this dismal prospe fore liim

trieud  travelled not uud; his
our: friel ravelled R

5

&
Rk

men from the four men-of-war in - the
harbour were landed on the 12th. Inst
and marched to the rifle-esplanads whers
they had a sham-fight from 6 to 7 o’clock.
His Excellency the Admiral and anam-=
ber ofofficers from the ships werc pre-
gent. AN :

The Madras crickes teag:t i®to visit
Ceylon about Christmas, 018 *match is

Kandy with the Coylon  cricketers.

Exhibits for Chicago: The Ceylon ex
hibits - for the Chicago Hxhibition have
been shipped under the sperintendence
of Mr. Pole Fletcher, the Assistant Com-
Oommissioner.. They consist of between
five and six huudred packages, weighing
about 200 tons. .

Mr. Mathews the late Home Secretary
who recontly passed through Colombo on
his way to India is reported by an inter-
viewer to have given it as his opinion
that Mr. Gladstone’s Government would
last at least two years and that when he
gets his Home Rule Bill through the
House of Commotis and finds it blocked
by the House of Loxds, he will notappeal
t0 the constituencies on that cry, bufi will
bring in a sweeping Reform Bill. .

, and went to bed.
or a weary painful month—
g ag thirty vears of power
The doctor said there was
something wrong with the storach and bowels.
After ho ouce wore rose from bis bed be m
still_saffered drendful pain and foq)d rest SN
neither day nor night. Indeed, some, nightshe
never slept a wmoment. So wedk batl hoba- S
come that. whon he attempted a short walk he
was ubliged to abandon tho efforts, return 'und

o to bed. L o
2 His own words are these:—"To give you an
idea how reduced I had bhecome [dpay wen-
tion that I lost aver: three stone wel bt aud
I kept on like this nntil

nys, as lou
and ocenpation.

The Franciscan missionaries of Ecuador¥ire ma-
king numerous converts among the Indian tribes
of the Proyiuca of Zamara ,who have till now
been all paguns. The converts are erecting
churches in their villages and the entire district
willsoon be Catholic.

The Manning Memorial Fund now amounts
to upwards of £.6000. The Committee hape to
have the “Manning Refuge” for the bomeless
poor open befora the end of winter,

D, tig away,

el from Pavis says thgt the Barce | Y83 Was ) g i Oucold
eoyumes ahenia bty e ot | Ry S0, B K St Sl
Catholie Church io the Cathedral at Benuvais ton: oo siGeondBlr bad done, I tried it

folt better. Cheered and
enconraged by this I continued to use it, with
the result that I wholly lecoqgrgd from my mys-
terious mulady, I nm»nnw‘slr'pngand hearty
and busivess is agoin o pleas.re. The Sy rulpl
did me more good in a few weeksngha_n :1)
;my ten years doctoring put together. (‘%gne )
Albert Thorndyke, Proprietor of hImM mlp:t
lan,” Ohurch Street, Eye, Suffolk. May #3%

1191, i
%Vlmt do we learn from this? Wo learn

There has been a gradusl reduction in the
pumber of Colleges ontirely supported by the
Madras Government. There are now ouly taree
Government Colleges in the Presidency—viz
those ut Madras, Kumbakovam and Rajabmun-
dry; and it is believed ghat the last of these will
be soon abandoned. 5

On the 12th October, the 400th annivorsary
of the discovery of America, the Municipal
Council of Bogota, the Capital of the South
Awerican Republic of Columbin, by a formal

and in three days T

vote, cunsecrated the city to the Sacred [enrt O B L e Db T n!'ossing—
g ‘tober 12th is benceforth to be a holis hat whi b iniev,  WiSo man
Jesns,  October 124 sweeper way starvo [?;rml:;a SR anila

day of obligatiop in the Republic.

Baron Hirseh is smd to he. not only the
richest mau noy living, bt the richest man who
ever lived in the world, He is credited with a
capial of over g hundred millions and an anou=
al income of gix, millions sterling

with more reverence i o
finds n remedy for a encg

2?:%:&}::, x‘n:lluced by disease:—that the d\sen:e

was indigeation and dyspepsia, and the remedy

Mother Seigol's Syrup,

thig examination at Queen’s House duy-
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JAFFNA RAILWAY SURVEY.

- We haye perused with pleasure
“Mr, Waring’s report upon his pre.
liminary visit of inspection to the
_ country between Kurufegalla and
Jaffna, The visit occupieM him thir-
teen days from the 14th to the 27th
September last. During this short
time hedid very satisfactory work,
asis abundantly evidenced by his
interesting and encouraging report.
~ Mr. Waring is of opinion that the
» line should take the following course.
Starting from Kurunegalla,it should
pass By Yapahu rock, cross Kala -
oya, the boundary of the North-
Western and North Central Pro-
vinces, approach the North Road at
Madawachchi, run parallel to it as
far as Elephant Pass, then take a
H;prb cus, along the shore, to Chavga-
- cherri, and crossing the Upaarat a
short distance from the wooden
bridge, run on to Jaffna and thence
to Kangasanturai almost parallel to
the road to that port.

Of the lie of the country, Mr.
Waring thinks that it is by no means
generally adead level except in the
dJaffna peninsula. Formation level at
Kurunegalla station is 893ft,at Mada-
wachchi about 280ft and at Vavuniya
about 295ft, above mean sea level.
There=are long stretches of undul%t.

" ing country; but these undulations
ean be surmounted by gradients not
exceediné'l in150, without entailing
any considerables earth-work. The
cuttings between Kurunegalla and
Iranamadu will be through earth,
quartz rocl=tr gxqvel for a distance

- of 154} miles.-Bdtween Iranamadu
~and Jaffna the cattings will be few
and unimportant. For the purpose
of a trustworthy estimate, Mr. War.
ing thinks that, in view of the
enerally undulating nature of the
ground, it will be desirable to stake
out the line. i

The prineipal bridges that will
have to e built across streams, etc
are Hlephant Pass—1000ft; Kala-
oya—350 to 400ft; Malwatta-oya
800ft; Up-aar—250ft; Deduru-oya-
160 to 200fs; Kimbulana-oya 120ft;
and Mi-oya 100ft.

Mr. Waring suggests mnineteen
stations between Kurunegalla and
Kangesanturai, viz:..1—Yapahu (224
miles); 2—Ambanpola or Galgamu.
2w (34;miles)mainly for watering en.
gines and allowing trains to pass;3 —
HKala-oya (46imiles) for the same
reason as the. preceding one; 4—
Talawa(543miles)for the same reason
as the preceding two; 5—Anwradha.
pure (65imiles); 6—Madawachchi
(79miles) from which the extension
to Mannar and thence to India will
start; 7—Vavuniya (93miles); 8—
Kallolunkan- Puliyomfeulam (108mil.
es) to provide for the traffic from
Mullaitivu; 9——Mwn/culam(121miles)
10-Tromamadu, (1352miles)chiefly for
the convenience of working the line;
L1—Flephant Pass (148miles) also
for convenience of working; 12—
Pallai (155miles) which will serve
several cocoanut estates, besides five
villages; 18— Kodikamam (1624
miles) where five large villages will
beserved and where the traffic may
be large even at the outset; 14—
Chavalkachcherri (21655 miles); 75—
Kaitodi  (1683miles);  16—Juffna
(1763 miles); 17— Uduwil (2803 miles);
18—Mallakwm (1843 miles)and 79—
Kangesamtwrai (1873 miles),

The site chosen for the Jaffna
station lies at a short distance from
the Pettah, the Port and the Grand
Bazaar, “affords some 33 chains in
length of available ground and ig
bounded to the North by Rakla
street or the Ariakulam South road,
to the west by tho Umaivelli South
road, an extension of the First Cross

e

Stroet, to the south by Hospital road
and to the east by Rasavintotam
road. With regard %o the extension
of the line from Jaffna t» Kangesag.-
turai, Mr. Waring says:i— -
It is evident that if the Kangesanturai
branch line be mado, and if freight oan
be found for IBnt.eriu,ls to'be consigned
directly from Hngland so as to be Jand-
ed witiout transhipmout and during the
south-west monsoon at that port, it mlghh
be ayailable as one base from which
platebying comld be begun, and at which

| bridge and other materials could be land-

ed to the manifost adyvantage of con-
struction operatioas both in time and
money’. * - .
. On the important question of
“Will it pay”? with which the Go-
vernment is so much concerned, Mr.
Waring expresses the following very
favourable opimion:— : :
“I may, I trust, bofore eclosing this
report_not be deemed to be travelling
beyond my province in remurking that
I was exceedingly struck by the contrast ™
between thg undeveloped state of the
country lying between Anuradhapura
and Elephant Pass, a distance of some
82 miles, and the Jaffna poninsula where
apparently every squaro toot of available_
land is under the highest and most
caveful cultivation. I -cannot howover
but think tbat, with a continued gradual
rostoration of the ruined tanks which
sppear to be scattered over the whole
country, the land will be gradvally again
brought nnder cultivation, especially with
the inducements offered to the move-
ments of pepalation and the influx of
oapital, which I think the construction
of the railway will afford, inasmuch ags
oven now I obsgrved that wheraver a
tank had been Mstored there weve in-
variably paddy fields umder cultivation
lying below it. While pending this hoped
for development of traffic, I should say
that even from the outset no incousider-
able revenune might be derived from the
sale of the timber in the very extensive
forests which will thus be rendered ac-
cessible.

CORRESPONDENCE

G We do not hold ourselves answer-
able for correspondents’ opinions.

MISREPRESENTATION.

To The Editor of the J. ¢.Guardian®
Bir—The Hindw Organ of the 7th
Inst has an avbicle headed “The Obser-
vor and the Tamils” the length of which,
greatly exceeds its woeth. The first
part of tho article deals with the sweep
ing condemnation passed by the Obser-
ver on the Tamils that thoy are “adepts
in  misrepresentation = and absolute
lies.” In the second part of the arbicle, the
writer holds the Senathirajites respon-
sible for “the serions charges brought
home to the Tamils by the Observer.”
Now,eit strikeg me as very unfair
on the pauof the Editor of the Hindw
Organ to regard the Senathirajites as
solely responsible for the charge pre-

rred by the Observer. In my opinion,
the tactics of the Comaraswamyites is
quits as reprehensible as that of the
Senathirajites and both must be held
equally responsible for the Observer
charge, which, let me say, has been
brought home, not to the Tamilg as body,
as stated by the Orgam, but to the
handful of active sapporters of the rival
candidates for legislative honours.

I write this chiefiy to draw public
attention to certain misrepresentations
contained in the very naumber of the
Hindw Organ  which takes up so much
of its space to expose the misreprusent-
ations of the Senathirajites.

Misrepresentation No. 1 is found in the
following sentence:—“Mr. Ramanathan
and Mr. Brito,” the then rival candi-
tates, were both men of high qualifica-
tions and equalsin point of influence’’,
Now the fact, the stushorn fact is that
in 1879 Mr. Ramanathan was a comn-
paratively obscure individual, while My,
Brito was widely known and respectsd.
Mr. R. was then a young advocate
with no pretensions to learning or abili-
ty as was made clear by his escapade
while at the Presidency College, Madrag.
Mr. B. on the other hand, was then
known os the winner of the Tarnouy and
Mathematisswl prizes of Oeylon, as
Acting  Deputy Queen’s Advocate and
District Judge of Batticaloa, as the
auther of some Books and as the hest
English, Latin and Oriental Scholar and
the largest landed proprictor among the
Tamils, Mr. Brito was then soimmensay-
ably superior to Mr. Ramanathun in
ovory ®espect that to speak of them as
equals in point of abilify, wealth o in.
fluence is a worse misreprosentation than
any which has as yet been brought
huﬁ_a to the Senathirajitos,

wrepresentation No 2 is found in the
following sentence occurring in oneof
the paragraphs under*Local  and Gener-

al”:—*“The Oatholic Guardian” is qnite
mistuken in saying that the fact of
Mr. Brito’s aceopting M. Soenathiraja as l

i ) § -

RO is o proof that Ho- possesses

intellectual and moral qualities of a
high order as ~would  induce the Ca-
tholic community to support -him.”This
isnot what the Guardian said.I quote
tha whole paragraph from the . Guordian,
to show that what appcared in the Hinduw
Organ was a gavblad extract, 5
“The fact: ot - Mr. ~ Senathirajnl)’s having
married Mr. Brito’s danghter had as such
nothing to do with t e preference shown him
by the Juffna Catholics’. What the Messenger
intended to convey, wus, e think, us the
drift of the article indicates, that the fact Qf
Mr. Brito’s accepting him a3 his son-in:law is
a proof that he possesses intellectual and moral
qualities of a high order fuch a8 would in-
duce the Catholic community to support him.
With regard to Mr., Senathirajab’s “avowed
profession of Christianity,” we had been under
the impression that Le, like many other
Tamiis baptised Pretestants, hug! adopted
the sort of esoteric Sivaism said to be in
vogue among educated Hindus. But quite
% part from his religions beliefs and chiefly
in view of his qualities moral and intellec-
ctual, we considered, as we still consider, Vir,
Senathirajah to be the fitter of the two gen-
themen then proposed to fill the Tamil seat
and we merely suid so.” 2
Let those who so roundly and circam-
sbantially charge others with misrepre-
sentation*be carveful to keep clear of the
fault themselveg.
. Yours traly
A. TAMIL.
Jaffna 13th December, 1892.

MULLAITIVU,

4th. Decr. 1892,
To the Rditor “J. C. Guardian”,
Dear Sir,

While the outside public is now busy
upholding the candidature of Mr. Sen-
athiRajah and Mr,Coomaraswamy for the
Tamil Seat in the Legislative Counail, we,
the people of this secluded corner, have
quife a different matter to deal with.

While our town has not fully recover-
ed from the panic cansed by the two
murders, perpetrated within the last
nine months, another fresh case has tak-
en place, Itis reported that a certain
man by the name of Veerakatty, who
was residing at Kapapilava aboat five
miles off, having caught fever, started
with his wife and child to go to the ad-
joining village of Thanniutta to get treat-
meut thereat the hands of a native quack;
that on his way he fell upon his wife,
and made & free useof his knife, stabbing
and wounding her in several places, The
man was found to have a mortal wound
in hig throat; from the effects of which
he died immediately after he reached
the hospital premises, A Post-mortem
examination and a Coroner’s inquest wera
held on the body on Sunday last, and the
reealts have been submitted for ghe con-
sideration of the J. P. Hoy, the man
camé to have the wound in his throat
remains a mystery to be solved by the
authorities. The talk is thatsthe deceased
had been entertaining suspicions as re-
gards the fidelity of his wife, and that
the incident is the outcome of his sus-
picions. The woman is in the hospital
under the treatment of our doctor.

Not to speak of the facilities and pri-
vileges- enjoyed by the other towns at
the hands of our paternal Government,
we are deprived of even the wuecessary
meaus for  the safety of our lives. There
are constaples and ‘policemen and a lot
of other judicial and revenue officers to
safeguard the people of othor places from
all sorts of depredations, to detect crimes,
and to arrest criminals. A colloction of
books containing a complex codo of rules
and regulations lying dormant in our
Kuachcherri and Court houses, and a
handful of subordinate officers vested with
little or no power to attend toour public
wants, are all that we are blessed with
by the Government. Mr. Short, our
worthy magistrate, is the only proper
authority to whom we can look for any
relief in timo of cmergency; but, as he is
burdened with multifarions duties, he has
very little timo at his disposal to spend
forus. Ho visits us monthly from Vavo-
nia, and manages t0 remain in our midst
for a week or so; when, evorything goes
onvery smoothly. The protracted absence
of the P. M. isthe main cause, I should
8ay, of the present sad state of affairs
kero. Jastice and fair-play being thrown
to the background, it is no wonder that
orimes should predominate, and become
the order of the day. .

If wo as subjects are required by Govt.
to pay a series of tributes to it, is not
Govt. on its own part bound by any ties
of duty towards us? Why then should
it deny us a fair share of the patornal
care it bestows ou other placesP

Yours truly
Fair-Play.
BIRD'S EYE VIEWS,
(By Some body,)

TIRED oF THR WILD G00SK Cuasg, My friend
who to save time for me bas been kiud enough
to keep looking up and down those two queer
Colombo dailies, the Baptist Organ and the
Independent Penny for something worth reading
is quite disgusted and 8o am I. “Of course
there ure now and then,” he tells me, “deform-
od bits in tho penny paper which you have

- e el 0 e A {
already seen fally” and ‘properly - treated in the
Limes {)( tha-pfa{inuu day.” "“And my. friend’s
“eountenance puts. on ‘one  of those meaning
smiles of his-when 1 suggest'that the over busy
L. C. shodld still further enlarge its big bus-
dle of little Ordinances by jugt one more deal-
ing with.“cruelty to borrowed newspaper arti-
cles.” “But d,nepﬁ not the garrulouz old . gent,
give a good pen'orth each time?”” I ventured.
“I’m tired” yawned my friend. And what aboot
the Observer’,?I asked.

“Hal ba! ha!” Inughed he, “there’s just as
much about it as within it, there’s the stamp-
ed wrapper abont it which I generally find as in-
teresting as anything printed within, Something
about tea and then the nsual rant and cant deli-
vered in the ehoiczst mouutebank tashion, Now
and then,this weird old spectre of a by gone age
of bigotory rises up to canlomniate Catholics.
When he soars aloft—in his own estimation—
enveloped in the thick mists of prejadicei,gnor-
ance and malice and from on high prophesies
woe to all erring**Romaniste,” he reminds me —
well, of a witch from his native heather astride
on a broometick.Poor old chap!” My friend
went on to say that that these two Protestant
papera the Observer and the Independent won't
have any out-station correspondence that is not
daly tinged with Protcstant religions bigotry,
Any “Romanist” who bappens to be a corres
pondent hae to disgnise hi= religion eo far as
the cooking of his news letters is coneeruncd,
otherwise the respective waste paper baskets are
called into reguisition or the cooking is done
in the office.

INFLUENTIAL NoBoDIRY, 1 have been told
that a certain local non-Catholic paper lately
contaiced some disparaging remarks regarding
the political influence of the Jaffoa Catholics.
It is true that a few of them who got mixed up
with the recent Senathirajah meeting formed
anything but a (ower of strength or a beacon
of light. There are those of them who onght
to come to the frontin purely Catholic move-
ments or gatherings, bu* who for the frivolous
and nonsensical reasong their imagination con-
jures up prefer eit toremain in the back-
ground or to remain away altogether. Among
their fellow-Catholics they do not command
anything like the influence they might ; they
pucposely isolate themselves and have only
themselves to blame for being severely left
alone. "It isno wonder therefore that these
person8, who might have hean inflaential if
they would, among their fellow Catholics, get
snobbed when they issue. from their eom-
parative obscarity to set t)emselyes up as re-
presentatives of the Catholics, which they ar=
vot, or as political leaders. 8o it is: from
gatheriogs of Catholics they are absent, thongh
happily not missed, for their phces are always
supplied by better men; in fussy political
meetings they take care to be present and are
sure to be nowhere. Let these individals re-
member That if they want to bave any influence
among the people of Jaffna they must begin
by having it and exercising it am ng the mem-
bera of their own eommunity, ﬁiﬂ very mb-
surd of course to messure the influence of the
whole Catbolie body of Jaffna by anything at
present in the power of these individaals to do.

THE ISLAND SoUTH oF Us. Itis Just delight-
ful to read the Messenger in these days and
contemplate  with satisfaction the = sound
thrashings it administers to the 2 dependert
and other offeusive circulating organs. Bravo !
say I, lay it on vigorousls and bring the follows
toa “sense of their situation” Allthe sama
T don’t clearly perceive why the “Messenger”
should without a modest protest have itself
lately called in its own colamns the only Cato-
lic paper in the Islaud. A Catbolic.who wanted
a religious representative in the I, C. voluntered
the ahove informatiun by way of preface to his
request and the Messenger accepted it im
simple faith! But of course in Golombo the
peninsula  of Jaffoa is eansidered to be an
out-of-the-way island separated from the main-
land by salt water and the ahsence of attrac-
tion. L.woald not be surprised if the Peninsula—
the island I meun—of Juffna had long ago ex-
tricated itself from its peninsalac ambignitiss
aod swam clear away throagh the deep water
farther north, 1 am so glad to see that the
Messenger b heaper by Jannary next. It
will now be the cheapest of the Colombo pa-
pers“fur every one who hasan eye to his money’s
worth.

ADVICE FRoM THERE |  Shamrock and the
curiously named Whiff-Sinff family contribate
very interesting articles to the Messenger. It is
howevpr & pity that they do not put headings
to their paragraphs, so that busy people such as
I presume myself to be, might be able to sscare
the tit-bits at once. The row between *‘Sham-
rock” and “Saxon’ on the St, Patrick’s Dinner.
seems to be over, the latter tudependent youth,
bemg hopelessly surrounded and reduced to
captivating silence, Would Messrs Whiff and
8niff mind changing their names ? Their
effusive greetings of each other by name make
me sneege, bring tears to my eyes and generally
obstruct and delay my progress through the
remainder of their conversation,

" THE TAMIL SEAT.
(From a correspondent)

At four public meetings held (1) at the
Erlaly North Protestant School Buugalow, on
the lst [ust. presided by Rev. Wm, Joa:aph,
Native Minister, Amorican Mission, (2) at
the Catholic. School Bungalow, Pandeterappu,
on the 3rd Iust, presided by Mr. Santiagoe
pillai Bastinmpillai, one of the largest landed
proprietors in Jaffun, (3) at the Protestant
bchgul Bungalow, Sivavilan, on the 7th Inst,
presided by Mr,C, D, Velupillai, School Master,
and (4) at the Pannagam School Bungalow
Changany, on the 7th Iust. presided by Mr. K.

Ambalavauar, Head Master of the lnst
msul]oned' School, Mr, Barrister Sennlhmaja
Was unanimously elected as the fittest Rentle.

man to represent the Tamils in the Legislative
Council,
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