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PREFACE
The principal.aim of this book, as one in the T.E.M,
p.L.E series (which stands for TEACHING ENGL {SH METHO-
DICALLY TO PUPILS LEARNING ENGLISH) is to place before
students in secondary schools a wide range of Model
Compositions on topics that will appeal to their
interest, stimulate their thoughts and help them to

write a composition on their own by and by,

One of the effective ways by which pupils could be
Helped to master the art of writing énything is by
providing them with suitable models, Every writer, to
some extent is an imitator. R. L. Stevenson; one of the
famous English Writers wrote in one of his essays, 1

have played the sedulous ape to Hazlitt, Lamb and words-
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worth", So did, and so do, many writers to improve
their writing and style. This aptly applies in full
measure to our pupils studying English as a second or

foreign language.:

Eyery topic in this book is written in simple style
with well chosen words while the sentences are care-
Tul;y arranged, balanced and varied., The main thoughts
stand cut clearly so that the reader will not have much

gifficulty in grasping them,

Topics include descriptions of persons, places,
svents, incidents, festivals, writing of reports, offer-
ing suggestions and vieuws, life sketches of great men,
etc., all of which form part of essential writing or

writing for ‘a purpose,



.Students write best when they have something interest-
ing and important to say, S5tudents themselves have
information, ideas and experiences worth writing about, .
Making Wzriting Interesting by providing the techniques
and tools of writing is the task of & competent composi-
tion teécher._ It is the intent and hope of the.aﬁthsr_'
that this book will serve both the students and teachers
in. their important work in teaching and in leafning to

write English,

The author will be grateful for criticisms and sug-
gestions from any gquarter that will make this book more -

useful.

Te the Genial Manager Mr, A. Johnpillai and his
courteous staff of the Printing Section St. Joseph's
Catholic Press, Jaffna, the author expresses his sincere
. gratitude for the good work done in the midst of many of

their inconveniences.

= AUTHOR =



BRIEFLY ABOUT THIS BOOK....
A FEW SUGGESTIONS TO HELP YOU....

What made you buy this book? You may have many

REQAOND,

IZ one of youn neasons is that you are very

weak in English and £ind writing in English an up-hill

task even alter five or six yeans of leanning i in

school, you have to fean and share a part of the flame

younsell,

It is veny Likely that you have ignored the follow-

ing essentials in learning a second on foreign language-

{a)

(L)

(c)

Have you studied with cane the lessons in
goda English Text Books of the varnious
grades you have passed through? Did you
canelutbly wonk out the seéveral language
exencises in every Lesson in the books
you have studied? Do you care o nead
anything in English like a simple slorny

———————— e

ook, the News Papens on a fMagazine?

S

You have never made any effort to Luild up

yourn vocabularny in English. Even some of

p— I:
the verny simple or common words are staange

to you. How many new wonds and_uéaﬁuﬂ

phrases in English do you pick up a week?

i s b Rt et e e e e el

Do you care to memonize anylhing in

English like some proverbs, greal sayings

e e

on some b#autl iful Cines from %ngﬁ&éh P&S;é

S

on Venaz? Could you declaim them Ly hea&i7
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(d) Most of you have an impenfect knowledge of
the English Verb and the use of tenses, You
may nol knowﬂzzzvpaéi and the pazz_;;kté—
ciple Lorms of some of the verny common
sirong venbs, You are not familanr with Lhe

elementary rules of Basic English Grammar,
IF YoU ARE REALLY KEEN, gOu COULD MASTER THE
USE OF ENGLISH TENSES WITH A MINIAUA OF
THIRTY HOURS OF WORK., 1i is that easy &ui

rnemains neglecled!

(e) Many of you do not have a good English Dict-
: ionaag. Many good ones are availabie, But
you do not fother much about it., CEveny

student of English must have a good dict-

Lonaay. One such for a student Like you

bt AN ADVANCED LEARNER'S DICTIONARY OF
CURRENT ENGLISH By Hornky, §aien£g & Wake-
2ield pullished Ly the Oxford Univ. Presas.

Some students who have one, neven use iZ.

That is a greaet pity indeed!

(L) youn handwaciLng, 4pe££¢ng and paonunc¢—

——2

at ion’ of woads deéaaue Apaccaﬁ attent ion,

You ‘nust better them by daily practice.

You have neglectied all on some of the essent Lals en-
umenated above all along with the result that you are

unable to speak, read on waite English. RememBen: a
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mene possession of a ook of esdsays on letlens on_grammanr

i e

alone would not help you., It calls for ca lot aﬁloai on

RS

‘youn parit.

Now, confining ounselves to this book, please make the
best of it as dinecled below if you want to derive the

maximum benefit out of if.

/]\ (a) Select any topic you Cike.

(ﬂ) Read through L Cameﬂuéﬁb as many times as you
CQN mw—Lthe mone, the mennien.

{c) Wote all the woada and phrases Lthal are new to
you on seem A&gn&{ccani. Studg ihacn mean¢ng
4pz££¢ng and Pnonunceai¢on.

(d) Read aga¢n. this time £oa compaehanéaon and Zo
£¢nd out “the Ldea4 zxpaeaAed in zack paaagaaph.

{e) Now ﬁeg¢n io wn¢ta the tOpac on your own ua&ng
the wonda £ phrases in the oa&ganaé. gou may
nefen io the oa¢g¢na£ as many i¢maé as neceaéaag.
Getl youn efﬂoai conaected by the teachea. gou
wil? Zand the elloai aewaadcng gcvcng you con-

£¢dence in youn a&aﬁatg to wncie cn Eng£¢éh

7o waite a compoeilion on youn own, you need cdeaé

e

and the nzceaéamg woada and phrases 1 to clothe yourn ideas.
In othen wonds, you muéi have the IMPRESSION on Zhe
topic and the EXPRESSION on tools of wniting consisting

of wonds, phaases and 4entenceé; 7he study of a Lew

nodels of composition will give you veay good practice
and will lead you to wrnite on youn own Ky and Bge THIY
IN SHORT, IS THE ALM OF THIS BOOK
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In most school examinat ions ol today, the fength of an
essay is Limited Zo 200 on 300 wonds. Mosti of the essays
s Book ekeeed this Liwil ducouss The TRLENTIEE T
is to give you practice and the skill in waiting. You
nay nreduce the lengih of any essay in this Book by pi&ﬁiﬁg

out the essent ials on &g omitiing a pamagaapﬁ on_ Lwo.

et

Paaci¢ce in picking oui fhe essentials is cabled SKIMAMNING
Practice in skimming comes from COMPREHENS TOW andr:;;jftﬂ
prehension Leads to skimming on suURRARY waiiing:IOne b
linked Zo ihe oihaa. Fon example, take topic Ko, 2 in
this book. You Lo¢£d reduce it by omitting para. 1, 3,

on 4 on any of ihem while para. 5 could be shoatened.

PR&NINQ on TRIMMING as Lthis is caﬁﬁed L4, Lin itself a useful

L

exeaqcée forn a language student.

I taust that the alove suggestions will meall your
attent ion., I£ you follow them, it will well tead you
on the Language Road %o success, Devole an houn u
day fonr 365 day? and you will be able to speak, zéad and

wnite English well., This (5 the neclipe that has heblped

millions., The Radio & the 7.V, besides 1eading simple
.-—-—__'_'_-’-J_ ——

s

5toay books ar and the daily pap Ra, also u{d Jou fo feu?n

ﬁziiea rng£¢éh.

e =
oA b

I wish you THE BEST OF LUCK and ALL SUCLESS,

Neervely, Jatlfna. : T. N, Punjaksharam
20 Aprils 1584, 7
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THE FOLLOWING IS A PARAGRAPH FROM A SPEECH BY A
UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR ON “ THE IMPORTANCE OF ENGLISH .
READ THROUGH IT AND THEN WRITE NOT LESS THAN TEN
REASONS WHY YOU CONSIDER ENGLISH IS IMPORTANT TO
YOU PERSONALLY.

PROFESSOR’S SPEECH : English is the most widely used language in
the world. For more than 300 million people, it is the mother tongue. It is
the main commercial language for no fewer than 1300 million people. A further
100 million or so come into regular comtact with it. This means that more and
more are using it. Millions of people right round the world use it in Business,
Commerce and Government. English is the official language of the United Nations
and of the Europeon Economic Community. Tt is the international language
of the sea and air lines. When Heads of Governments meet, English is
the language that is mostly used. [t links the different nationalities of the
world. Is it surprising therefors that English occupies an important place!

My personal reasons why English is important to me:

1. A good command of English will help me to express myself clearly and
conciseiy. I can communicate effectively with all.

I can impress myself well on people who matter.

My. job prospects and chances of success will greatly improve.

When promotion comes along, I can be first in line for it

I can win the respect and admiration of my friends and my prestige

will grow. =

I can make new friends who matter in life.

My social life improves and I can get on better with people.

8. I can widen my leisure time _activities and enjoy more films and T.V.
shows and read more books and periodicals.

9. When I travel overseas, I am readily understood,

10. T can understand the latest text books and better my qualification.

11. More opportunities will arise to develop my abilities.

12. 1 can always keep right up to-date with the world around me. I become

full and I can be proud of myself. Life for me in the growing human

family in the mnext century will be colourful and meaningful if 1 have

good competence in spoken and written English.

v R W

Sl
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Widely extensively

Commercial trade or business

Contact link, association

International the world over

Links connects

Nationalities people of many nations

Concisely briefly

Communicate to exchange news and ideas or fo speak
Effectively with good result

Prospects hopes for a reward or rise

Respect honour, esteem

Admiration a feeling of wonder

Prestige fame

Periodicals magazines printed at regular intervals
Opportunities good chances

Competence ability

* * *

MY FIRST DAY IN SCHOOL — HOW I FELT
WHEN I LEFT HOME — MY FEELINGS IN
THE CLASS -ROOM AND HOW I GOT OVER THEM.

To many a pupil the first day’s experience in a school orin the class-room
is not a rosy one. One feels that one is in a strange atmosphere of controls and
restrictions. So was it with me on my first day in School.

Weeks before T was to join a school, my parents told me of many nice
things about a school. They made me believe that I would have many friends
to play with and that I could have a lot of dancing and singing and playing
with them. They said it was all fun going to school with my sister. My sister
also did likewise and told me of the many games they played and the prizes
they got for doing well in class. All those nice things made me yearn for the day
when I would go to school. :

At last the great day dawned, I was made ready to go to school, It was
a Monday. By 7.30 a, m, I left home fresh and happy with my father and my
sister. When we reached school, the sight of the many building blocks and
the onfamiliar faces of hundreds of children made me a little nervous. For the
first time, I felt 1 was not myself. Soon my father and my sister sensed a
change in me and began to pep me up. We got into the Principal’s office and
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my admission was accepted. My father told me the big lie that he would
wait for me in the school premises and quietly left the place asking my sister
to take me to my class.

« My sister took me to my class and having introduced me to the class
teacher, disappeared. I was left alone in a class of thirty or more pupils most
of whom, like me were new to school, and looked grim, timid and scared.
What scared me most was the noise that came from the classes all over.

My teacher was a kindly lady but not as kind as my mother. She greeted
us all, asked for our names and spoke to us gently. She said that we would
have lots of pictures to see, songs to sing, storiesto hear and games to play.
Her purpose was to make us feel quite at ease. But when she began the first
lesson, it was all dry as a bone. I looked before and after and yearned to
get back home quickly and never to get back to school. Just then a child cried
aloud complaining that another one had pinched it, [ was frightened that T my-
self would be pinched by some others. The teacher gave a mild cut with a foot-
rule to the child who had pinched the other; and lo, that child too began to ory!
Now, all the little ones turned pale. To me, it was all rather frightening, I wished
I had not come to school! By nocn, our class was over and my sister came to
take me home. As soon as I got home, I told my mother that I would not
go again to school. I was adamant, But it was of no use. My good sister,
somehow, took me to school daily, I had to go unwillingly to school creep-
ing like a snail.

But soon I got over all the bitterness; and going to school became a joyous
experience., Today when I look back at my first day’s feelings in school, I am
more than amused to know howa child’s innocence sometimes makes things
bitter or sweet according to circumstances !

Restrictions — limitations

Yearn — to feel anxious

Dawned — became clear
Unfamiliar — strange

Adamant — not standing to reason

* * *



SOME THINGS I LIKE DOING AND WHY

There are certain things I like to do as T think that they will make me a rounded .
personality and help me to lead a happy life winning the love and respect of all.

Poor as I am, I like to have a rich mind and heart. One way
in which I could do ‘this is by cuitivating the habit of reading good books.
Good books are treasure houses of ideas, ideals and wvalues and help to
create a broad and liberal outlook. Biographies of greatman like Gandhj
and Lincoln, novels by writers of the calibre of Dickens, Plays of Shakespeare
and poems of great poets tickle one’s sense of humanity and refines one’s
inner self,

Besides reading books, I like the study of all religions because a person
must be religious. A person who is religious becomes upright, truthful and
loving. Such a one feels for all and likes to help the fallen and the weak.

Another thing [ Jike doing is to have an orchard in which I shali
grow all the fruit trees, Many have gardens and fields but orchards are
few. In my orchard, I shall grow all kinds of tropical fruit trees. Once
the trees begin to yield, it will prove a profitable venture,

Also T like to write short stories, plays and poems. I shall make
my stories and plays natural, real and life-like. If I succeed in this sphere
of activity, it will bring me a lot of honour and joy and perhaps my
parents would become very proud of me.

In short, I like to be doing everything that will make me a
useful citizen that will help me and my community.

Rounded —  complete
Liberal — fair

Calibre —~ quality of mind
Tickle — to cause thrill

Upright — honest

Orchard - fruit garden

To yield — to produce or to bring results
Venture — dare to do something

* Kk %
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A DESCRIPTION OF MY CLASS AND SOME OF THE INTERESTING
CHARACTERS IN IT.

My class, which is Year Eleven, is a queer mixture of thirty-eight
students, sixteen of whom are girls. The youngest four are 14 years old
and the oldest member, only one innumber, is sixteen years and six months,
All others are in between these age-groups. Some are very tall and some
short. There is ome boy who is sixteen but he is the shortest in the
class. Most of my friends come from the middle class or the lower middle
class homes but two are very rich; the father of one isa businessman
while the other is the only child of an accountant.

Our class is considered the weakest among the four Year Eleven
Divisions in the school but we are a hard-working lot and everyone tries
to do his or her best. Fach one is a distinct character. The monitor of
the class, who is the teacher’s pet is not our favourite at all. We call
him ‘Robot® because he is mechanical in his ways. He has no feelings for s,
He reports us to the teachers even for the slightest lapse on our part.

To the girls in our class, we have given each a nick-name according
to their features. One, we call *brinjal’; another ‘pumpkin’; and another
one, ‘cabbage™ The girl, whom all like, is called <Apple’. There is one
pirl who gets angry with all and we call her, ‘mustard’.

Similarly all the boys have their nick names. T am called ‘blackie’
by all because of my dark complexion; my good friend Mohan is called
‘puppy’ because he is very lean, short and timid. There is one boy who
is always sloven and ill - dressed and he is called ‘Z-model’. The tallest in
the class is called ‘Gulliver’. There is one boy who is very silent and
his ways are inscrutable. We call him ‘tunnel’. Kumar who is the prodigy
in class is called ‘Newton’. The dud one in class is known as ‘Keydon’
which actually is a jumble of the letters in the word ‘Donkey’.

Even our class-teacher bears a nick name which he is not aware of.
We call him ‘Wonderful’ because he uses this word quite often in class.

We, however, are harmless. We are a disciplined group. Our teachers
like us, We have never been punished for any unbecoming conduct on our
part. Our class may not be the best in studies but we lead the rest In
sports and in all the extra-curricular activities. The best soccer and net-ball
players are from my class. So is the leader of the school-choir. We are a
group of thirty-eight, each with a distinctive character but a wholesome whole,
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Queer ~  strange

Distinct - clear

Robot — a human machine

Lapse — a fault

Sloven = dirty

Inscrutable ~ difficult to find

Prodigy -~ eXtra-intelligent

Dud — a useless person; a blockhead

* Kk %

THE JOYS OF SCHOOL DAYS

The joys of school days, when I look back, are marvellous. Those were,
perhaps, the best days of our youth. Nine out of fen students would admit
that their school days were the most thrilling, adventurous and care-free. One

begins to enjoy the life in a school after a year or two. The first year in
one’s school might not be that eventful to many. As time goes on, one gets

adjusted or settled to the general school atmosphere.

Soon class-mates and school-mates become friendly: the bonds become
strong. Teachers who appeared roughor stern or severe become helpful, The
various school activities like sports, dramatics, concerts, exhibitions, scouting,
guiding and the prize-day provide opportunities for participation. Winning and
losing in competitions and contests at school or at inter-school level are ex-
periences that help us to discover ourselves, The praises we get from the school
community elevates us and enbances our prestige. School becomes a home from
home-a centre of a lot of activities and joyful experiences. Even a student who
is a dullard is carried away by the general enthusiasm of his friends and begins
to love the life in school.

Even the most mischievoos trouble-makers in school branded as problem
cases by the teachers enjoy their school days in retrospect and express regreis
for all their follies in school when they become responsible adults.

When the final year of one’s stay in school comes round, one begins to
wish if one could stay a little longer in school. The very idea of having to leave
school at the end of the year brings about a lot of sadness. When the last day
arrives, the very thought or act of bidding good-bye to all the friends, teachers
and the many familiar sights and surroundings become a heart-rending exercise
and finally one leaves in tears !
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Our school days form the best part of our lives, 1If not for our schools and
the training we receive there, we will only be half-made. We can always hear
adults speak in praise of their schoo! days admitting gratefully that they owe
a lot to their schools,

Anyone who has not found his or her school life rich or rewarding has
really missed much and gained little out of life!

Marvellous — wonderful
Adventurous —  courageous
Eventful -— noteworthy
Elevates — raises
Enhances —  rises
Prestige — honour
Mischievous — Naughty
Retrospect — looking backward
Follies — foolish acts
Bidding — wishing

* * *

MY BEST FRIEND — HIS CHARACTER — PERSONALITY—
ACHIEVEMENTS — WHAT OTHERS THINK OF HIM

Appan, ever-smiling, lovable, pleasing, helpful and humane with lots of child-
like graces ............ that is the perfect picture of my most favourite friend. 1
have very few friends, and among them, Appan is my best friend. He is a rare-
find and the most popular in my school. Teachers and pupils, all alike, like him.
Of course, Appan too likes all of them but as friends, he has a chosen few. | am
one of the lucky few,

Appan is not my classmate; he is my school-mate. He is two years my senior
and is an Advanced Level Science student and hopes to become a doctor if he
could; otherwise, he will follow a degree course and take to teaching or do some
job that will interest him. He is certainly not the best in class. He belongs to
the second best group but he is quite diligent. He is a member of the soccer
team and is one of the prefects in school, He is very polite and polished
in his ways and serves as an ideal link between the teachers and the taught.



He has a sound gsneral knowledge. Hz reads widely. He is the leader of
the School’s Senior Quiz team. He is quite good in public-speaking in English
as ably as in the mother-tongue. He is always the principal’s choice when it
comes to making a welcome address or a vote of thanks during school functions.

Apart from his many merits, he i3 quite simple and humble. His dress is
clean but plain. His bike is rather old and so is his wrist-watch. He believes
in plain living and high thinking. He has a high sense of duty, loyaity and fellow-
feeling. He comes from a pious middle-class family. His father is a farmer;
not very rich nor poor. He is the eldest in a family of six children and hasa
high sense of responsibility: Whenever he is free, during week-ends or school
vacations, he helps his father in his garden and his mother in her house-keeping.
chores. He helps his brothers and sisters in their studies. He is never idle
He is not like some of our youngsters of today who roam about aimlessly
wasting their time in various kinds of unhealthy pursuits.

He lives in a village next to mine. Both he and I meet each other
every week-end at the local temple or at the local Council libraity. Every
moment spent with him, anytime, anywhere, is, pleasant and rewarding. All
praise him as “a Prince among the Youth”. That’'s Appan, My Best Friend,
whom 1 try to follow as a model!

A rare-find — not a common sight
Diligent — hard-working
Merits — worthy qualities
Chores — ordinary work at bhome
Roam — wander
Pur:uit — OCcupation

* K %k

~ WHAT I OWE TO MY SCHOOL?
HOW DID IT HELP ME TO BE WHAT I AM NOW?

Next to one’s home and parents, the school exertsa great influence on us,
our thoughts, words and deeds. A school can make or mar us. This is, per-
haps, the reason why our parents are keen to send us to good schools,

A community is the mirror of the school. A school becomes what it is
by the interest the community takes in its progress. [ have heard many prais-
jng their schools and speaking well of cheir teachers for their success in life.
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I have also seen some moaning and cursing bitterly their schools for their
imperfections and failure in life- There is a lot of truth in what they feel and

say. Luckily for me, my school has given me its best. I am under a heavy
debt to it and to my teachers.

Some of the qualities like honesty, truthfulness, punctuality, sense of duoty
and loyalty, treating success and failure alike and other ideals imbibed in life
are the result of lessons learnt and training received while one is in school. It
is the school that perfects us to become good citizens and to be awars of our
rights and duties. Again, it is the school that discovers the hidden talents in us.
The various activities in school make us become good writers, speakers, singers,
actors and sports men or sports women. The love of books, the habit of reading
with understanding and other values are taught to us in school day in and day
out. Our progress in studies and in passing examinations are the total effect of
good schooling. Good teachers and their ecfficieat teaching inspire us. The
lessons they teach us help us not only to overcome many pitfalls in life but
also to do well in examinations. :

Today, after ten years of schooling, I find myself a good student in class, 1
am- good in my studies; I do well in sports and games; I like reading books
which is one of my hobbies. I am a member on the Board of Prefects.
I participate in all school activities, contests and competitions. My teachers
say that I am a model pupil. My class teacher tells me that I will have
a promising future. I am regarded by my friends; everyone in my community
respects me; my parents are proud of me. I help and guide my brothers
and sisters at home in their studies. Even some of my friends come to
me for help in their studies.

I am in this happy position because of the very good training, help
and guidance I have got from my school and my teachers over the years.
I am indeed grateful to my school and love all my teachers. I shall always
live up to the ideals [ have been taught and trained. All my perfections
belong to my school and my imperfections are mine and mine only.

Imperfections —  incomplete state
Imbibed — to take in new ideas
Pitfalls — traps
Participate = — to take part
* X 4
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MY SCHOOIL LIBRARY

The school I go to is in my village. It was established thirty years
4go as a primaty school and was upgraded to secondary status a decade
ago. Hence it cannot boast of the best of facilities found in older and
bigger sehools in my district. My school is gradually growing.

Its library is a modest one. It is housed in a spacious new room
recently constructed for the purpose. It is next to the stafl room, It is
furnished with a number of shelves and about six almirahs with sliding
glass doors. It is wellstocked with all the books and reference books a
school library ought to have. But it does not have the most essential books
on many subjects that pupils and teachers may need. A good number of
hooks were donated by well-wishers while the others have been bought out
of the school fund. '

~ The principal has recently lauached a library fund and has called
upon parents, old students and well-wishers to contribute to it lavishly, The
collections are coming in and it will take time to net in a good sum of
money. The community served by the school is poor, and so, mich cannot
be expected.

We have over three thousand books. The library is in charge of a
trained teacher-librarian. Students become members of the library by
depositing a small sum of five rupees. Each student is given a card, They
can borrow two books at a time and are expacted to return them within a
fortnight. Students who damage, tear or matilate a book are fined.

The IiBrary is open daily on school days from Sa.m. to 4 p.m The
teacher-librarian is assisted by the other teachers and by the senior students.

Reéenfly a set of encyclopedia and some ceference books have been
bought out of a géncrous donation made by some teachers and a businessman
who was an old-boy of the school. :

, There is also a reading room adjoining the library. The daily papers

and some useful magazines are available in the reading room. Students make
the best use of the reading room during free-periods, the Iunch interval
and after school. :

Although my school library has limited faoilit_ies, Iam proud of it. I
am hopeful that it will become full-fledged and well-provided as time goes
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on. A Village Maha Vidyalaya could not grumble or ask for more. We have
Yo be satisfied with the minimum available and get the maximum out of it,

Decade — fen years
Graduoally — little by little
Lavishly — to give freely
Fortnight — two weeks
Mutilate - o damage

* * %
AN EDUCATIONAL TOUR

The Senior Students” Association of our school organised an
educational tour to some of the important places in the district. The tour
was made during the first term vacation. A group of five teachers and
cighty-five pupils from the two Year Eleven divisions went on the tour,

The preparations were made weeks ahead of the tour. A special tour
committee was elected under the chairmanship of a teacher. Permission to
80 on the tour was obtained through the prineipal of the school from the
Director of Education. )

The committee fixed the date of the tour and drew up the itinerary
which included The Pattur Tidal Well and The Agricultural Station close by;
ihe Tholagatty Catholic Monastery and its-farm, the Aluminium Industries at
Maviddapuram, The K.K.S. Lanka Cement Works, the Keerimalei Health
Resort, The Sannathy Murugan Temple and The Thondaimannar Science Field:
Work Centre.

The Committee wrote to the authorities of all the places asking for
permission to visit them, All of them, without exception, readily consented
to allow us to visit their establishmenis. Two tourist buses were booked and
the cost of the tour was shared equally by all of us.

We left from our school by 7 a.m. and visited all the places we had
planned. At every place we were well-raceivad by an officer or two of the
establishment concerned. We were taken round and aji their activities were
shown to us. They answered all our questions and cleared our doubts. We
took down important notes we considered essential.
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Between 12,30 and 2,00 we were at the Keerimalai Tank where some
of us bathed in the tank and some swam in the sea, Then we had our lunch
which we had taken with us and rested for a while. From Keerimaiai we
proceeded to Thondaimannar. We worshipped at the Sri Sannathy Murogan
Temple and went over to The Science Field Work Centre adjoining it. We
spent two useful hours at the Centre learning first hand some of its activities
and projects. We were given some useful study materials and were served with
refreshments by some of the teachers there,

We left the Centre by 5.30 p.m. much tired but very much satisfied
after a full day tour. We got back to our school by 6.30 p.m. and left for
our homes. : :

Itinerary — a plan for a journey
Refreshments — food and drink that revives us
* Kk %

MY FAVOURITE HOBBY — WHY
I LIXE [T AND HOW IT ENRICHES ME

A person who pursues a hobby is never dull or idle. It keeps him alert
and active, It increases his knowledge and gives him an inward pleasure.

My hobby is philately or stamp collecting as it is commonly known. Itis a
hobby of kings. as well as of the commoners, Stamp-collecting is instructive, in-
tricate, entertaining and above all, educational and highly profitable. Stamp-
collecting, as some think, is not mercly amassing a large number of stamps that
comes one’s way, It is a careful selection which in time can produce a wealth
of information and a lot of fascination,

In order to enrich my hobby of stamp-collecting, I have also another hobby
which is pen-friendship, I write to pen-pals in more than a dozen countries who are
also stamp-collectors. My pen-friendship is chiefly to help me to exchange stamps
with others so that 1 could build up a grand collection of stamps with less
eXpense. s

Collecting stamps is fun. There are thousands ail over the world who are
fascinated by those little bits of paper in dazzling colours and in queer and diff-
erent shapes,

To the stamp enthusiasts, these tiny scraps of paper mean much more. “The
Science of Postage stamps” is an interesting study. Thousands, young and old,
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follow it. One can learn mauny things of a oountry like its fauna,
transport, history, Biography of (Great Men, inventions, discoveries,
exploration, etc., through its postage stamps.

flora,
Space

In postage stamps, there are errors, forgeries. freaks and flaws. When these
are detected. such stamps are considered rare. Such stamps fetch great prices. In
tamp collecting one can fearn something of colours, shades and water-marks.

Every collector of stamps is also a collector of First Day Covers. First day
covers are issued on the day a stamp is newly released. Hence First Day
Covers are also valuable.

lam really fond of  this hobby. My stamp-album is a mine of infor-
mation. It never ceases to fascinate me, All my leisure hours are given to
this hobby. My friends who see my stamp-albums lock at me with awe and

wonder. This is a hobby that needs no investment ; anyone can follow it,
anytime. '

I am proud to recommend my hobby to anyone who wants his or her
life and leisure to be meaningful.

Alert wide awake
Inward pleasure inner joy
Commoners ordinary people
Instructive giving information
Intricate difficult
Entertaining amusing
Profitable bringing gain
Amassing gathering

A wealth of information
Fascination

a lot of details

attraction

Dazzling looking bright

Queer strange

Enthusiasts active people

Fauna animals

Flora plants and flowers
Forgeries false imitations

Freaks abnormal or defective
Detected found out

Released sent or given out
Ceases stops

Awe wonder _
Investment to spend money to make profit
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A BOOK I HAVE READ AND ENJOYED

One of my pastimes is reading for pleasare and profit. 1 usually read
all the standard magazines, National Dailics and story books both in my mother
tongue and in Epglish. I am very happy that I have found reading as my
pastime. My Books are my friends. Iconverse with them daily. Thay thrill -
and eatertain me. ¥ read daily for two or thres hours and I finish at least a book
a week, “ Reading”, as Sir Francis Bacon had said, “ maketh a full man”.
One of the best books I have read in English is “ Tales from Shakespeare ™ by
_Charles Lamb, ’ g

Tt wasonly after reading Lamb’s Tales that [ was able to realise the depth
and content of Shakespeare’s Plays, the immortal English Ba}rd and playwright.

The characters in every story are real and life-like. The qualities attributed
to each one of them are true of man and woman alike, In short, human
nature in every detail is well-portrayed. It is no wonder, therefore, that several
of Shakespearc’s plays have been translated info many world languages.

_ Every tale is a true commentary of man for all times. It is no surprise
that Shakespeare’s characters like Ceaser or Macbeth; Antony or Brutus:
Hamlet or Shylock ; Orlando or Oliver ; Portia or Lady Macbeth are still with us
making or marring human life and destiny, '

The character skeiches, plot and atmosphere in every play is wvery
natural. As one reads the stories, one gets a feeling that one is actually
reading something that really happens in ocur lives. It was only after reading
Lamb’s Tales, I got a taste for the Bard and began to read his plavs in
the original with greater understanding and appreciation.

A book that delights, enriches and spurs one to yesrn for more and
leads one to drink deep in its original is the hall - mark of 3 perfect book.

Anyone who likes to master the Faglish language, to enrich his'vocabulary,
and to relish its literary legacy must not miss Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare.
it is a book that leads one higher and mnd helps one to learn this

Great Language ! cherS 2. om o) Jou € a.;rr_f,g;'_
Entertain — to amuse or please Q_fevigane]
Playwright -~ writer of plays o .
Spurs = urges E
Yearn — to feel anxious

Relish . — enjoy :

Legacy . —  wealth

ﬁw-aljéwfd‘ ol L i e 5 ! -
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A COUNTRY I WOULD LIKE TO VISIT

There are many countries in the world that one would like to sce.
Many are fond of going to a western country like England or America or
France. Still others would like to go to countries in Asia like China or Japan,
But my choice would be India.

India is the nearest country to our Island, India is considered to be
our mother-land. Books say that our religions, culture and many other things
were brought here from India from time to fime beginning with the coming
of Vijaya. It is a pity that insplte of this hlstorlcal connection, many of us:
do not know much of India. :

I have, however, read many nice things about India. As I read them
I am so charmed that I like tovisit that country to see for myself its
ancient culture, temples, mountains and rivers, its many bzauty spots aad last
but not the least, its people speaking various languages and living in the
~ trae oriental fashion. What is the great idea of going to far off lands when
one does not kunow one’s near neighbour across the Palk Strait!

If and when [ got a chance of going to a foreign couniry, [ would
certainly go to India india is a coantrv wit‘ﬂ famous temples all over . An

fascinated by th!a big village and temples. [%’I‘he ancxem *.temple‘a
of India have within them soma of the master—pteccs of Art engraved in stone.
I like to see them, I would also like to see somz of the big cities in India
1ike Madras, Bombay and C&lcugéa, Q}] would also like to visit such holy places
like Benares and Rishi Kesh, 1 Have ‘also read that there are even today
bundreds of Yogis and Sainis all over India. 1 would like
to see some of them. I would also like to see the beauty spots;
Kuttalam in the south and Kashmir in the North: Besides, there
are also places like the Taj Mahal and the Ajania caves to see. There
is the Buddah Gaya to be seen where Lord Buddah got his qpllghtemgem
In this way the;e are many, many things to see in India. People say that
in India one can see the best of the East and the best of the West
~ happily co-existing side by side. '

If the Americans and other westerners are keen to see India, surely,
there must be something in that land. The above are some of the reasons
why I like to visit this country which is a sub-continent, and one of the world’s
largest dem.cracies and the home of many greatmen of international fame.

* %k %
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Oriental - egaglern
Master-pieces — one's best works
Engraved -  written
Enlightenment — to get wisdom
* X ST

/
/

/  DESCRIBE AN IMPORTANT DAY OR EVENT OR
/ EXPERIENCE IN YOUR LIFE OR A DAY YOU COULD
/ ALWAYS REMEMBER

L,

4.11 tmportant day in my life ! I have lived for many years buy iam un-
able to think of an .important day in my life nor in the lives of the other
members of my family, We are an ordinary family ; we lead an ordinary life.
It is always the same; father going to work in his garden day in and day out, mother
toiling at home washing, cleaning, cooking and feeding us and we, their children,
four in number, going to school, staying at home and helping Pa and Ma
whenever we can in whatever way possible. In shorf, ours is a simple, roral
life that knows neither pain nor pleasure. If at all we have shared or experienced
anything at home, it is all about solving problems after problens that our
parents face, all because of us, to find the means to feed, clothe, school and

. care for us. These have no importance, not at any rate to my reader or
listener !

Still ¥ can think of an important day in our home, in our lives aand in
mine !

It happzned two years ago when the G.C. B.A/L results were released.
Both my eldest brother and sister had taken the examination and were awaiting
the results, Both my father and mother ware hoping against hope that they
wonld secare at lsast passess i1 all the four subjscts, so that they could find
30m® saitable jobs and take a share in th: family barden. My brother was
sure of getting passes in all the four subjects he had offered but my sister was
diffident. Both were sorry that they could not attend a tuition centre like the
rest of their friends. Father’s finances did not permit them that TIuxuiry ! Heoce
they had to be satisfied with work done in the class room and by their own
eﬁ'orts u*&aided by anvone. :

It was a Friday, the long-awvaited results had come in. Both my brother
and sister got through in all the four subjects securing very good passes which
ensured their admission to the University — my brother becoming eligible to
do engineeriug and my sister to follow medicine.



17

This news was the finest and grandest we have ever had. My parents
shed tears of joy ; my brother and sister found their earnmest labour rewarded
and we were all delighted.

Our neighbours and friends and even othersin our village who never had
eved a remote interest in us called on us to wish us and to shower their praises
on a boy and a girl, both poor, but richly deserved them !

That was the day when I found both my parenis full of cheer and joy
and both praising the One on High for the Grace and kinduness bestowed on a
poor family, that has laboured long righteously awaiting for a reward that
. has come in at last in this form.

Today _both my brother and sister are at the University. My brother is
doing Engineering while my sister is following medicine.

The day their results came in, was a day we could ever remember ! It
was the first sign of a turning point in our family fortune. And perhaps
the greatest moment of joy would arrive when both my brother and sister
- come out of the University successfully; one as an engineer and the other a doctor.

In short ~— briefly
Rural - village « like
Shared — to take part in
Experienced - mature
Solving — overcoming
Hoping against hopé ~ much expecting
Secure . — get
Suitable — agreeable
Share — to have a part
- Burden — Joad :
Diffident — not very hopeful
Finances — money or means or wealth
Luxury — expensive life style
Unaided =~ with no help
Eligible — fig for
Earnest — eager
Remote — distant
Bestowed — piven
Righteously — to be just and fair
* * o

-3
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MY MOST UNFORGETABLE CHARACTER
OR
A PERSON WHOM [ CANNCT FORGET

_ I have seen a number of great men and 1 have read the biographies
of an equal number who were all heroés in one sense or another. But there
is one who has found a corner seat in my heart and whom [ have known
intimately. T had seen him in action; [ had spoken to him and he had
spoken to me. He is no more but he still lives in our hearts. His thoughts,
words and deeds still remind him to us. I vividly remember his funeral;
‘everybody in the village mourned his death. He was indeed great and noble,
He was a man of plain living, high thinking and noble actions. He was
none other than a leader of our village, a guide and a philosopher to all for
over half-a-century. He died five years ago at the ripe old age of ninety.
All in our village called him ‘“The Elder *.

He was born of rich parents but lost both of them before he was

- twenty, When he passed the Senior Examination, he joined Government Service

and retired from it after twenty years,

He married a poor orphan and lived a bappy life for only one year. At
the end of the year, his wife died of child - buth., He remained a widower
ever after.

As leader of our village, he did sigmal service to all particaladly to
the poor and the needy. His qualification for leadership was his good heart,
noble life and love of fellowmen.

His fame spread far and wide and he was known throughout the
district. He knew every family in our village. No  husband or wife could
quarrel with each other for fear of this elder. He tanght all the value of
honesty, truth and industry. He founded a school and managed it well
until the Government took over all schools, He was the Manager of the
local temple and the President of the Vlllage Cowopera.tlvc He had an eye
on every pupil.

Poor children went to him for money, books or for anything they needed.
I was one of his beneficiaries. Once he presented me a brand new Japanese
Pilot pen which 1 still have as a momento of him. The weddings and funerals
of the poor were couducted by him. He had a lot of lands which he gave
to the landless poor. As Chairman of our Local Council, he did yeoman
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service. No one could dare contest, econtradict or challenge him, His word
was law. He had all the virtuss of a human being. He had no failings.
He was an object of veneration. How can I or anyone ever forget fnis
feeble, old man who had won the hearts of the pecple of the entire village?

Intimately — closely
Orphan - parentless
Signal -~ noteworthy
Particularly -~ specially
Beneficiaries ~ those who receive the goodness of othess
Momento — token of remembrance
Contradict — to oppose
Feeble ~  Weak
* * e

MY FAYOURITE SUBJECT

“ Tastes differ”, says the proverb. Every siudent has his or her own
favourite subject, My favourite subject is History. History is the story of the
progress of man, Tt traces the rise, growth and fall of nations and empires
and analyses the causes for the changes,

History is an interesting branch of studyv., A study of history increases our
knowiledge of the different nations of the world. We may learn from the study

of history how Rome was first a city of seven hills, peopled by  oatlaws
and slaves and how this city became in course of time the con onguster—of the
world. 1t also tells us the circumstances that help the progress S of civilisation
and culture and what retard T. TIn short, History gives us much information
regarding the growth of a nation, ifs arts, literature, pthosophy and morals,

science, agriculture and industries.

4\

- History is like s beam of light which lliumines the past and heip% us in
understanding the present better, In the light of the past events, we can plan
wisely our course of action in the future. In fact the history of the rise and
- fall of nations offer us many valuable lessons. A careful study of the fall of
the Roman and Nohamedan Empires clearly shows that a nation given io
luxury hastems its ruin and that disunion among the pecple weakens them so
 much that| they fall an easy prey to a more powerful nation, The study of
history, then, gives us a real insight into basic truths and helps in the form-
ation of character, and teaches us to face the problems of life wisely,

i

AT "ll- £ -I -"
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_ Finally, the study of history is a powerful means of inspiring patridtism
In  the minds of the citizens of a country. As citizens of a country, with
a glorious past, good citizens are ready to fight for * the ashes of their .
fathers and the temples of their Gods.” :

I am really happy that History is my pet subject. It makes me full and
makes my life meaningful. While I love my race and my country, it instils
in me a respect for all nations, It makes me a lover of the Human race
and to believe in inter-dependence and in the world community,

Traces - tells

Outlaws — lawless robbers

Retard — slows or delays

Beam - @ ray of light

Hlumines — brightens

Hastens — quickens

An easy prey — easy victims

A real insight — the power to see or understand
Inspiring — a menfal feeling

Glorious — honourable

* * *

; A BIRTHDAY PARTY I ATTENDED,
BY WHOM, WHEN, AND HOW IT WAS HELD

I have attended many parties of one kind or another but T can never forget
the sisteenth birthday party of my friend Keerthi. His earlier birthday observances
were quiet and confined to his home because he does not believe in  pomp or show
or in lavish spending. He is a boy who believes in plain living and high thinking.
His outlook in life is entirely different from that of others, .

His sixteenth birthday, however, was celebrated in a different form with
invitations extended to all his friends, neighbours and relatives because it coincided
soon after his winning a state scholarship for his ‘A’ Level studics awarded by the
Education Ministry on his excellent performance in the ‘O’ Level examination
in which he got distinctions in all the eight subjects he offercd. Hence his parents
wanted his sixteenth birthday celebrated in a fitting manner. But the celebration
still had the air of simplicity, grand in a way but not shewy. Keerthi saw to it
that among the invitees were a number of poor kids to be treated well. To every-
ong of them he handed a parcel of sweets and biscuits to be taken home. Of course,
he did llkewise to all others too but he took special care to treat the poor kids.
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The party was held in the evening in his house, a small one, but had been
cleaned and suitably decorated with leaves and flowers. The decoratlons did not
cost him even a cent.

The party began at 4 p.m. All were scated on the floor on mats or carpets,
The celebration began with Keerthi kneeling in prayer before his parents. The
parents blessed him with their loving kisses. Then the priest of the local femple
blessed him. This was followed by a speech by his favourite teacher wishing him
Many Happy Returns, On behalf of his friends T read out a verse wishing him well.
This was followed by a group of children singing a birthday song and some devotional
songs befitting the occasion. An uncle of Keerthi took a few snaps of the events.

The occasion was without the usual sing-songs, recorded music of all sorts,
dances, bailas and ha - hoos seen at similar occasions elsewhere but there was a
lot of mirth and merriment in the midst of the solemn air

By 5-30 p.m. a variety of delicious dishes were served with a choice of fruit -
salad, ice-cream and coffee to suit the taste of each one. Most of the guests gave
him presents. The father gave him a beautiful wrist-watch, His teacher presented
him a parker pen and we, his friends, gave him an expensive English Dictionary.

By 7-30 p.m, the party came to an end; Keerthi and his parents thanked
us for our company and we in return thanked them for all the delicious
short-eats and the pleasant evenmg Tt was indeed a model brrthday party for all
to follow.

Observances celebrations

Confined limited to

Pomp showy

Lavish spending too much spending
Coincided to happen by accident
Showy attractive

Kids little children

Many happy returns typical birthday greetings
Devotional prayerful

Befitting proper

Similar like

. Mirth and merriment
Delicious

happiness; and enjoyment

tasty

* *



A DAY WHEN EVERYTHING WENT WRONG WITH ME

It was the first day of the second term — a2 Monday. School reopened after
a long vacation of one month. During the vacation 1 had got used to irregular
hours of sleeping, waking, bathing, eating, studying and playing. Thls ‘lapse
had terribly aﬁ'ectcd me on the day school reopened.

To begin with, I got up at seven and I was greeted by the scoldings of my
mother for lying late in bed. T finished my morning duties quickly and went
to bathe. Just after drawing two buckets of water. the bucket snapped and
fell into the well. This meant more delay and I had to get the bucket out
with the help of a long pole and this took about ten minutes. Then I hada
quick bath and got ready for school. By now the time was 8 a. m. I could
not spare even five minutes for my b;cakfast I had a slice of bread and
washed 1t down with gulps of tea. '

1 collected my books in a hurry; 1 could not find my pen and some
of my exercise books which had got mixed up. I collected whatever books I
could find and when I took my cycle out, what a pity, the front tyre was flat §
I was terribly upset. Seeing my terrible plight, my mother continued with her
shower of scoldings at my indifference and gave a five-rupee note and wanted
me to go by bus. Iran to the bus-stop where again I had to wait for over
an hour for abus. When the bus arrived, it was full and crowded.
I managed to get in and tendered the five rupee note to pay the fare.
The conductor was himself upset with the unruly crowd of passengers, while
issuing them tickets, collecting fares and cursing all for tendering rupee notes.

I was on pins ; the time was past 8 45 and I was very late. Just then,
the bus stopped at the school bus halt. As soon as the bus stopped, I jumped
out and ran to school forgetting to get the balance. Ong more blunder
and the loss of four rupees !

School had begun ; the first period was on ; as I walked in, my class teacher
severely reprimanded me for coming late and sent me to the principal. The
principal, the stern man he usually is, gave me two nice cuts and told me
that I was the only pupil who was late on the very first day of the term.

[ went back to class pained and humiliated. The first period was over.
The second period was Mathematics. I looked for my Mathematics exercise
book which I had not brought : besides, T had no pen! I borrowed a pencil
from my friend and began to do the day’s assignment on a piece of paper.
The mathematics teacher, another strict person, saw me writing with a pencit
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‘on a paper. He asked me where my exercise book was, When Itold him |
that I had not brought it, he admonished me in words that belittled me in
class,

Being the first day of the term, school closed at i2, 30. With no money
to get back home, one of my friends offered to take me on pillion. As he
cycled along, a lorry came from the opposite direction and just as he was
overtaking it, he lost control of the handle and both of us fell down on a
heap of stones by the side of the road. Luckily my friend sustained no in-
juries but my left leg was bruised ; that was another blow to me.

Finally when I got home, I was totally demented! I was very hungry. I
sat down to have my lunch but Tcould not relish it. My mind was all in
a muddle. In the evening, I had a severe headache. When I retired to bed,
I could not have a restful sleep. But [ became wiser for the rest of my life.
It was my indifference, carelessness, and irregular habits that had caused me
all the miseries on that Monday, a Black Monday indeed !

Scoldings -— angry rebukes
Tendered - — given
Reprimanded — warned severely
Humiliated - t0 be humbled
Assignment  ~ work
Admonished — scolded
Sustained — suffered
Bruised —  injured
Demented - upset
Relish -— faste

* ¥ *

MY EXPERIENCE WHEN I WAS ILL

My last December holidays were spent in bed. Just two days after the
vacation started, I fell ill, Just past mid-night I felt T had high fever with aches
and pains all over my body. I was not myself even for a few days earlier. I thought
it was because of the change in weather, the rains and the chilly air. I put up
my mother and told her of my condition. She did not know what to do and
so she awoke father and told him of my plight. Both decided to give me two
panadol tablets with a cup of tea. 1 took the tablets and found some relief but
again towards dawn my condition becamé  worse.
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My parents rushed me to the family doctor. He examined me thoroughly
bai could not diagaose exactly my illness. He suspected that it could be a kind
of virus flu or typhoid or something worse. He gave me an injection and advised
- my parents to admit me to hospital.

I was, therefore. admitted to hospital where the physician ordered a blood
test. A sample of my blood was taken for the test. Till the report on my blood
was received, I was given a number of pills and injections. The blood test report
came in on the third day and revealed that I had typhoid. I was then treated for
typhoid. 1t took ten days for the fever and pain to subside and T had to suffer
much day and night. I could not eat or drink or sleep. The pain was severe;
I could not get up by myself or move my body. I could not stretch or fold my
legs. I had a number of pillows all around me to ease my pain. It was some
comfort. My father was by my side all the time, ;

My friends, classmates and relations came to see me. But in my heart of
hearts, Idid not like anyone visiting me or disturbing me, Ihad to bear up old
custom. ' ;

I was discharged from hospital after two weeks. Even at home, I was

confined to bed for another ten days. The doctors had advised me perfect rest
~ and warned me 1o be careful of a relapse of my illness. My entire vacation was
spent in bed at the hospital and at home. When I was confined to bed, I was
Jealous of all the healthy people who were walking or running about and making
the nselves merry.

1 realised for the first time in my life what it is to be healthy. B
hate to be ill again or warded in a hospital for the rest of my life.

Indeed, health is wealth; to be ill is nasty and bitter.

Dawn =~ Sun rise
Thoroughly ~— completely
Diagnose — find out
Revealed — showed
Subside - fo come down
Relapse — to get back
Realised — felt

b o
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A NOBLE ACT I CAN NEVER FORGET

Opportonities come to us in str_éngc- cireumstances to do a good deed.
Perhaps, it is provided by God. Perhaps, one must be born or blessed to do it.

. Just two years ago, my father and I went to the General Hospital in our
town to see a friend of my father. Soon afier visiting him, my father and I
came out. As we came out; we saw an old lady in tears. Her husband was in a
serious condition. He had to undergo an operation. As he was very weak, tho
doctor wanted to give him a blood transfusion to save his life.  Fis group of
" blood was not available at the Blood Bank. The doctor, therefors, had asked the
old lady to bring someons, a friedd or a relation to domate blood. The old
lady was found in the company of her friends and relations and some of them
were young and able-bodied. But they were not prepared to go io her aid. Some
came out with lame excuses and some remained silent and were scared to
donate bleod.

When my father saw the old lady in tears, he was much moved. Ho asked
her why she was crying. When the old lady told her plight and the relnctance
of her kith and kin to come forward to her rescue, he took pity on her, He
volunteered to dopate his blood if it agreed, The old lady was happy. She took
my father. His blood was tested and surprisingly it belonged to the ‘O’ group.
The required amount of blood -was taken.

When the doctor found out the circumstances in which my father came
forward to give his blood, he congratulated him for his noble deed. The old
lady was about to fall at the feet of my father to thank him which my father
quickly prevented her from doing. He told her that he had only done something
that any man should do in such circumstances,

Of course, my father was a little weak but he recovered soon after,

Indeed, I am proud of my father and proud of his praiseworthy deed. 1 can
never forget it! Only one ina mﬂhon gets the chance and the readiness to do
a noble act!

Transfusion - Transfer from one to another
Reluctance  — unwillingness -
Praiseworthy - laudable.

* K *
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WRITE AN ARTICLE ON “ SRI LANKA " FOR PUBLICATION IN AN
AMERICAN MAGAZINE GIVING ALL THE DETAILS THAT GIVES
S A TRUE PICTURE OF THE COUNTRY.

Asia’s dot; Indian’s Pendanf; the La.ud of Gems; the Isle of Delight;
Lipton’s Tea Garden —— These are some of the many beautiful phrases by
which Ceylon, now called’ Sri Lanka, has bem des&ribcd from time to time by
various wrlcers and traveller:,

¥ y«u\“\ -‘,.."v_-' . o

This rqland ln the Indun Ocean haa Colombo as its capital. Colombo, a
sea - port city, is also called the half —~ way house® in the Indian Ocean.
. The island, 271 miles in length from North to South is 140 miles wide, and has
an area of 25,332 square miles. it is half the size of England without Wales.
. It has great natural beauty. The greater part of the country is low .- lying and
flat; the central portion is a mass of mountains. The climate is ideal all the
~ year round; cool in the hills and warm on the plains.

tiesides Colombe the Administrative capital, Sri Jayawardene pura, where
Sri Lanka's House of Parliament is, serves as the political capitai. There are
“several ofher cities like Kandy and Nuwara Eliva i the Hills, Galle in the
South, Jaffona in the North, Trincomalee and Batticaloa in the East and
Annradhapura,, the ancient capital of Lanka, in the North - Central region,

Trinoomalee is famous throughout the world for its natural bharbour in the
Irdian QOcean.

A greater part of the (.ountry is rural in character; all villages; clean aud
neat with all the blessings of nature. Most of the villages have all modern faci-
Jities and are being developed more and more. The main occupation is farming
and thu country is almost self - sufficient in food. There are a lot of cottage
industries that keep our tradntmﬁni ar ts and crafts alive. e

There are also heavy industries hi«a the makmp ‘of Sugar, Paper, Cement,
Textiles, Chemicals and Tyres using laca} natoral resources.

0 & - i PO (3o
Sri Lanka is multi - racial; multi - rehgmus and muln 7 hngual and the
population consists of the Sinhalese, the Tamils, the Muslims, the Burghurs, the
Malays, and others. English serves as a link or common language to all,—which ig
one of the blessings of British rule. This country was under foreign domination for -
‘nearly five centuries, first by the Portuguese, then by the Dufch and finally

by the British. The British rule lasted a hundred and fifty vears unntil we
‘got our freedom on Febyuary 4, 1948, We are a parliamentary democracy;
our parliament is based on the Westminster model; our system of gQVemment,
ddmlmstratlon and education follow tha British practice.
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We enjoy free health services anr‘ free education from the kindergarten
to the University There are cight universities, Over seventy percent of the
population are literate. '

- There are excellent roadways and railways and travel from one end of
t]1e country to the other is quick and comfortable, The Colombo Internatlonal
Airport is at Katunayai{e 60 .

- | Y AN
.9 If"""“" \ r.._

To the tourists, this is a veritable paradmw They lack nothing that they
need. Modern Hotels, Bauks, Transport, the ideal climate, the scenic beauty,
_the courteous reception they receive everywhere, the use of English, etc., have
put er Lanka on the tourist map of the world

Sri Laonka is a cuuntrv where the best of the Bast and the West happll\’
Coexist and proves that “Unity in Diversity’ is a beautiful reality,

.

Domination — role : ' : = 2
Veritable —  true . s
Courteous ~ polite -
Reception - — welcome .

k %*- %

PREPARE A BROCHURE FOR THE TOURIST BOARD TO ADVERTISE
-SRI LANKA IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES GIVING ALL THE INFORMATION
TO ATTRACT TOURISTS TO SBI LANKA. '

Sri Lanka welcomes youl £ Elys,
.

If you are planning to " visit the Mystic Fast, why not toura Paradlse
Isle in thc Indian Ocean, that Sn Lanka vemy 13'

TS Lo Ea—— K )
Discover 1ts many mysteries of the Rumamic East where everything is
fascinating and fantastic. This is the land that Marco Polo marve;led*

Be enchanted by its rumed cities, a lost civilisation, its fauna aund flora,
pﬂlm-frmged shores and sandy baaches ideal for aun-bathmg with just the
climate you will want to enjoy.

~ Be enthralled with this Land of Gems, the Land of Lipton’s Tea Gardens
amidst cool and health-gwmg hills, smoking waterfalls and Game Sancturies,

s 3 2 S oot ;.".'

Experience the peace and quict” of our ancient temples and monasfmes
any see for yombe}ves our ancient art and architecture,
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The beautiful, clean city of Colombo, the Capital of Sri L.anka, a garden
city, with its National Muaseum, The Zoo, The Art Gallery and Theatres, .and
sun-down dances and songs and many more thrills gwe you a feeling that
you are on the top of the world,

A net-work of Hotels and Rest Houses every-where to suit your taste and
_purse, with safe and swift road and rail transport to all parts of the country
in luxury coaches provide you perfect comfort. '

This is a country to enjoy and experience the oriental splendour hanpliy
blgnded with weetem comfort.

And to crown it all, enjoy the lavish hospitality and courtesy of its people!

Sri Lanka Welcomes You, anytiﬁ:le, throughout the year!

Mystie —  sgcrel

‘Mysteries — strange secrets
‘Romantic — sirange visions
Enchanted — charmed — Vi[9 [

. Faupa = animals

Flora - == plant life -

Enthralled - — excited

Monasteries — places where monks live
Criental — gastern

Lavish — too much , 1"‘9"J' A

.4 : Y *

WRITE OUT A SPEECH YOU WOULD DELIVER ON THE OCCASION
OF THE RETIREMENT OF ONE OF YOUR POPULAR TEACHERS

Mr. President, dear Teachers and my friends.

This is not an occasion for speech—making. We have gathered here in alf
solemnity to bid good ~ bye to Mr. Ranjan who after three decades of active
service is retiring at the end of this month,

Friends, you have already heard the speakers before me praising the noble
qualities of our dear master and the signal services he has. rendered during his
long and distinguished stay here. It is very rarely that we come across a person
of his calibre who has been an ideal teacher and a perfect man. He has been toall

“ofusa parent, a friend and a guide. He bas always been supreme in the class room;
hls Wusieny oi his subjccls and the way he taught us have always mude us wonder
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at his rare skill. To those of us who are poor and weak in our studies, he gave

us his best. In the school community he remained a very popular teacher. To
the school, he has been a back-bone. There is hardly any parent who does not
know him. To all of us, he has been a symbol of greatness. It is therefore, very,
very difficult for us to miss him next term. This father figure, immacalately

dressed in spotless white, kind, winsome, and wpright is a rare find, If anyone

were to ask me to show him or her a born teachéer and a perfect man, I
would straight away :direct him or her for an audience with Mr. Ranjan. I mean
what I say and I say what [ mean. It is not an easy task to say more on an
occasion like this, Any way, I wanted to express some thing in all sincerity which
" I have done with a feeling of joy and sadness.

And now to you Revered Sir, we like to say that even if we forget all
the valuable lessons we have learnt from you, we shall always remember you
to the end of our days with reverence and respect. You will ever reside in a
corner seat in our grateful hearts. To you, our debt is great; we salute you
as one of our greatest masters and mentors. May you enjoy a blest retirement
and May the Lerd shower you with long lite, health and happiness. May
your mexus with us and our school continue for ever! To you, Sir, a fond farewell !

Solemnity — with seriousness

Signal services — remarkable work

Rendered © - done

Distinguishad — famous

Calibre — quality of mind or chdracter

Mastery — control’

immaculately — of pure quality

Aundience - — people present at a meetmg

Revered — respected

Debt - to owe another -

Mentors . = friends '

Nexuas — tie :
* * *

A RAINY DAY — HOW IT AFFECTED OUR AREA AND THE PEOPLE
AND HOW WE H LPED THE AFFECTED

Year after year, we get much rain during the months of November and
December.  These are usually cold and wet months. Although a shower of
rain is always welcome and all enjoy its refreshing effects during the hot or
dry months, we certainly do not like an excess of it. Too much of rain can’
cause a lot of havee and misery. :
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The rains we had two years ago in the month of December just two
weeks before Christmas was the most severe and caused a lot of destraction and
suffering to many people in our area. I had never experienced such a rainy
day before or since. Even our elders had not experienced such a heavy and
prolonged down - pour for years. It began to rain around mid - night with a
frightening thunderstorm and continued to rain cats and dogs till 3 p. m. the -
following day when there was a sudden gale. The gale was equally severe and
intense and lasted an hour wuprooting all the tall trees, coconut palms and
plantain groves. Most of the telegraph and electric posts fell down. The fields
and gardens were flooded. Most of the crops were destroyed. Roads were
impassable. Power supply was cut off, Hundreds of families whose houses were
in low - lying areas left their homes and took refuge in schools, temples and
in public buildings. The poor, hut- dwellers were the most affected. The roofs
of their houses were blown off by the gale. The flood got into all the
tanks and wells and they were full to the brim with water. The farm-animalg
had to be rescued and taken to the high - lands along the main road. The
old, the sick and little children suffered the worst. Such was the fury of the
rain and the gale that followed it !

‘All the people had to be given relief. Dry rations were given to all,
The Departments of Health and Social services and other voluntary welfare
bodies had to work round the clock providing relief to all. Several young
people like me, me included, served as relief workers helping the people in
all possible ways. We helped the poor and the needy to rebuild and repair-
- their housges, ' '

It took two days for the floods to subside and about two weeks of
labour by all to restore normalcy. When nature begins to be merciless, 1o one
is spared. I pray, that such a calamity does not happen again.

Refreshing -~ invigorating
Havoc — too much dasmage
Severe — intense
Destruction - loss

Impassable — not fit for travel
Fury  ~— anger

~ Sobside — to come down
Normalcy — usual state

%o * x



a1

DESCRIBE YOUR MARKET

WHERE IS IT LOCATED?

WHAT DOES IT LOCK LIKE AT ITS BUSIEST HOUR?
DO YOU ENJOY GOING TO A MARKET?

WHAT INTERESTS YOU MOST IN A MARKET?

There is no place today without a market or a Fair. Some are big and some
are small. Some attract big crowds; some do not. The market we go to isin
the town, It is alarge one. It is centrally situated. People from far and near
come here to buy and sell. Most of the things sold in this market are fresh
and are of good quality. The buyer and the seller get a fair deal in this market,
It is a paradise for both the buyer and the seller. In everyway, itis a standard
market of steady supply and demand.

Some think that this is a mode! market. Some call it a super market. But,
it is far frem it. It is certainly growing and expaoding and becoming more and
more congested. It has a number of stalls ; some permanent and some temporary.
There are also shops and open spaces all around it, Tt is very busy and crowded
during the forenoons and on Sundays. Most of the people flock to- this market
because every thing they need from fruit to vegetables and from groceries to .
crockery are readily available at fair prices.

The fruit and vegetable sellers have their stalls near the entrance to the market.
Stalls selling groceries, fancy articles and cloths are further inside the market.
The fish and meat stalls are in a corner of the market. In the open spaces
sit the gramsellets, ice-cream sellers and potters,” There are also the beggars, the
street urchins and other undesirables all over the place. There is a public-parking
lot for cars, lorries, carts and cycles. The roads all around the market are crowed
and obstract the tiaffic.

The scene inside the market is also crowded and confusing. The noise made
by all is so loud that onc could hardly hear the other. It is indeed a feat for
both the buyers and the sellers to do business in that atmosphere especially
during the forenoon when there is a big rush and the people have to squeeze

past one another. Certainly a market is not a place to make a quist bargain, - -

Anyway, many people seem to relish the din.

1 like going to a market not only to buy things but to watch what goes
on within it. [t is a meeting place of one’s friends, relations, sight-seers and
several other odd characters found in our human family, The market crowd isa

curions one. If is as varied as the wares or goods on the stalls for sale, The



39

brisk-selling, the hard-bargaining, the cunaing withs and trick of the traders,
each trying to undercut the other, the joys and regrets among the buyers, teach
us many useful lessons in life

These are lessons that we cannot learn in cur books or in the classrooms.
These are practical lessons that cne learns outside one’s home or school. This
is, indeed,- one of the things 1 observe with relish in a market.

Paradise = a perfect place :
Steady supply and demand — goods available all the nme wathout any
: difficulty
Far from it — not true or correct
Expanding - — growing :
Congested — crowded
Permanent — long lasting
~ Temporary _ — lasting for a time
Flock E . —' to come in large numbers
Groceries - — house hold requirements
~Crockery " — pots, dishes and bowls
* Further ; : — more
Urchins — boys who do mischiefl
Undesirables — of low conduct
Public parking lot — a place where vehicles are parked
~ Obstruct — prevent; hinder
Confusing _ — mnot clear
" Feat - — an act of skill
Squeeze ; : — to press harcl
Relish — enjoy
Din : -~ top much noise
Varied _ © == not the same
¥ A ¥

DESCRIBE A VISIT TO A RAILWAY STATION; THE PURPOSE OF THE
VISIT AND THE SCENE JUST BEFORE AND AFTER  THE ARRIVAL
OR DEPARTURE OF A TRAIN '

I rarely visit a railway station. I am not a train traveller, Besides
~ the nearest raliway station to my village is about ten miles away in the town.
1 visit it, perhaps once or twice a year to receive someone or o see
somebody off. The scene at a rilway station may be thrilling to a spectator
but it may not be so to one who goes there to take a train or 1o see one

off or to receive ones friend or relation, : e
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In July this year, I went to the station to receive my father who
returned home after four years in the Middle East. He arrived in Colombo
by Air the previous day and took the day train the following morning, The
train left Colombo at 6 a.m. and was dué at 5-45 pm. I was at the station
by 5-15 pm with a car to bring father home. As soon as I reached the
station, 1 bought a platform ticket and walked in. A local train packed with
office workers and others returning home was ai platform No.2. It was to
leave at 5-30 p.m. The time was 5-35 p.m. and still the train was waiting ;
the passengers in it became restless. Just then . a railway official announced
that it would have to wait for another half-an-hour as the day train from
Colombo was held up and would arrive behind scheduie. AsI had to spend
another anxious half-an-hour, I wandered about the platform reading all kinds
of charts, advertisements and posters on the walls and noticeboards and
looking at the books and periedicals at the station book aand newstalls, From
the platform I saw long queues of people at the counfers for their tickets. Those
people had come to take the night mail to Colombo leaving at 6 p.m. Along with
the passengers were their relatives and friends who had coute 0 bid them good-bye.
‘Qutside the station premises were a steady flow of cars and taxis bringing in the
passengers; some cars and taxis were in the parking lot to pick up the arrivals.

Platform No. | was full of people waiting for the arrival of the Colombo
night mail. Its arrival too was delayed. lts arrival would be after the arrival
of the in-coming day train; The waiting halls and the benches on the platform
were full. People getting in had to inch their way through the crowd. Some
of the tired passengers sat on their Iuggages. The porters added to the
mess carrying in luggages shouting and demanding more from those who did
pot pay them enough hire. The youthful walked up and down the platform
pushing through the crowd utterly unmindful of the others. Most of the
passengers and their friends and relatives who had come to see them off
appeared restless and depressed at the orderless crowd, noise, confusion and
delay,

By 6.10 p.m. the day train steamed in; 2 lot of people got out and
got in. I saw my father alighting from a second class compartment. I '
helped him to get out and got a porter to carry all the things he had brought.
As the day tram came in, the office train puffed out. The platform was then
left with only the passengers waiting for the mail, bus there was still a lot of
' hustle on the platform when we left the station

~ An hour's weary waiting at the station in the midst of terrible rush
and din was after all nothing as 1 stood face to face with my father after
four long years! :
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‘Spectator — on-looker

Apnounced — made known

Schedule -~ fixed time

Bid -~ wish

Premises — place or area

Mess -~ confusion

Demanding — asking

Utterly unmindful — without notice or care

Confusion . = disorder

Alighting -= stepping down

Hustle ' -~ hurried pushing in a ciowd

Weary — tired

Din — noisg _ _
* # e

HOW TEA 1S MANUFACTURED

The cup of tea that we enjoy has an interesting story. Right from the
time it is plucked in the tea gardens and right up to the time it is packed in chests
for sale, the leaf undergoss a number of processes.

When plucking the leaves, only the bud and the twe leaves right below it
are plucked, This, in itself, is an art that the plucker is well-versed in,

The plucked two-leaves and the bud are sent to the factory where it is spread
evenly on long trays to dry or to wither for a day. Then the leaves are passed
through a machine. This process is called “rolling”. Once the ‘rolling” is over,
the leaves begin to change colour and give out a sweet smell.

After rolling, the leaves are aliowed to ferment. During this period the
leaves change more and more in colour and give the pleasant flavour we are
used toin Tea. Next comes the procsss which is called “Firing” or a heat
treatment which absorbs all the moisture in the leaves.

Once this is over, the leaves are graded to size in the form of ‘dust’ or
leaves. The superior quality is called F.B.O.P, or the Flowery Broken Orange
" Pekoe; the next gradé is called the B.O.P. and the lowest quality is the Dust.

The manufactured tea, graded and boxed leaves the factory for export overseas
and sales locally, :

Chests - Doxes -
Moisture —  to be wet

L]



LIFE AND WORK ON A TEA ESTATE

Life and work on a tea esiate has a charm all its own. To an occasional
visitor, it holds much attraction and given the choice, he would himself like to
live and work on a tea-estate among the health-giving hills and share the
luxuries of the tea planters.

Every estate is a self-contained unit with its school, shops, dispensaty,
electricity and water-supply, roads and even a place of worship. 1t has its
- customs and traditions, It has its songs of joy and wee.

Hundreds of workers, men, women and children live and work in it. They
work day in and day out from morn till night like bees in a hive, Bverv cstate
is in charge of a superintendent helped by a number of clerks who run the office.

Work on a tea estate begins very early in the morning and goes on till latein
the evening, The plockers, men and women, assemble by 6 a. m. for the
roll-call and go to- work in gangs. Each gang is in charge of a Kangany who
supervises their work, It is a feast to the eve to see pluckers hard at work among
the tea bushes with baskets slung on their backs plucking rhythmically the two
leaves and a bud from the tea bushes and putting them into their baskets. It
is. their toil that keeps the economy of our land prosperous,

The plucked leaves are sent to the factory where it is manufactured into
the finest tea and sent to Colombo for export. -

Our tea gardens are our national wealth and it comes to us out of the
honest Iabour of the tea pluckers who in sun and shower toil to enrich all.

Woe © == BOrrOW
Rhythmically - — regujar movement
Prospersous  — wealthy

* * *

AS AN AGRICULTURAL INSTRUCTOR IN A RURAL AREA,
THE ACTIVITIES I WOULD ENGAGE IN TO HELP THE
FARMERS AND TO INCREASE FOOD PRODUCTION

An Agricultural Instructor rightly belougs to the rural areas where the main
occupation of many is farming. Henice he will have a lot of responsibilities to
bear and many useful dofies to perform.
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If T were an Agricoltural Instructor, I wonid educate the farmers in modern
methods of cultivation. Most of the farmers are illiterate or semi-literate. Even
the literate ones are tradition - bound, Hence I would try to convince them of
the many blessings they would get if they did their cultivation on tried and
tested scientific methods. ' '

As a first step, I would form farmers’ clubs in every area and I would
persuade them ‘to join them if they wanted easy loans, free supply of sesds
and seedlings and other state assistance. This would attract all to come together.

As a next step, I would meet them individuaily or in groups or at special
meetings where I would explain to them their defective methods of cultivation.
I would arrange special speakers to address them on pest control, use of
fertilisers and the type of new crops they could grow. [ would have a model
nursery and make the farmers realise how to have healthy plants. 1 would also
organise demonstrations and exhibitions to make the farmers become familiar
with better systemas of intensive and extensive cultivation. They would be shown
how compost pits are made and the excellence of compost manure.

Once the farmers got used to the tried and tested methods of scientific
cultivation and the higher yield and profit - got, my efforts wouid be appreciated
by them. '

el could also assist them to market their produces profitably without the
intervention of the middle - men, [ would help them to get all the help they
needed from the Co -operative and the Marketing Departments.

In these and in many other ways, [ could help the rural farmers to grow
more and to earn more, so that, they and the consumers were benefited.

~ Iiliterate — cannot read or wrile
Convince — make one accept
. Defective — faulty
Yield _ — harvest
Intervention — without the help of or hindraﬁc_e :

* e *
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~ IF I WERE A MEMBER OF AN ORGANISATION THAT HAS BEEN SET
UP TO DO SOCIAL SERVICE WORK IN THE SLUMS. WHAT I

WOULD DO TO HELP THE PEOPLE THERE, THE AGED, THE POOR,

THE SICK AND THE YOUNG ONES? |

Social service work in a slum area is no easy task. It calls for wise and
careful planning, team-work and above all, assistance from individuals, groups,
and the Local and Central Government bodies.

Granted assistance was available, I would prepare a comprehensive plan,
it would include slum clearance, housing and resettlement and help to all the
needy including the aged and finding employment for all the able-bodied.

Priority would be given to housing, Every family would be helped to
build a low-cost house to a given plan using local materials. The Aged would
be taken to a home for the aged where they would be well-cared for. Health
and sanitary facilities would be made available. All the able- bodied but poor
folk would be found work to do. Any onc of them who would like to be
self-employed would be given all assistance. They would be helped to take
to pouliry farming or to rear a cow Or a few goats or to engage in cottage
industries like coir-making, mat-weaving or basket-making. Girls could also be
¢rained in sewing or in weaving cloths; the boys would be sent to vocational
‘centres for basic trade- training in carpentry, masonry, plumbing, etc., Train-
ing in such trades would help them to find work. :

I would also work to provide the community with social. medical and
recreational facilities like a dispensary, a school, a community hall and 2 play_
ground, A slum area usually lacks all these facilities.

The above are some of the tasks that have to be done in a slum area if
the people in such an area were to be rehabilitated in a meaningful manner.

Comprehensive - consisting of many things
Priority — of importance
Recreational — tefreshing or giving amusement to spend one’s leisure
Lacks = does not have
Tasks — wotk

E ¥ *
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WHAT DO YOU THINK IS MORE IMPORTANT TO A VILLAGE —A
DISPENSARY OR A LIBRARY ? GIVE REASONS FOR YOUR CHOICE,

The people in a village certamly need bolh—a dispensary and a library.
One is as important as the other. But when it comes to a choice between
the two, a dispensary is certainly more important and more useful than a
library, A dispensary is a basic requirement to any community. Without a
dispensary, the health of the people will be badly affected. Mast of our
people in our villages are poor and ignorant. They cannot go to hospitals
or doctors in town for treatment. This involves a lot of expenses and inconveniences.
Hence, a dispensary in the village with essential drugs under the care of a
qualified physician is a number one priority.

A library, on the other hand, is also important to a4 community. A
library, helps both the young and the old to enmrichk and widen their
knowledge and to spend their leisure meaningfully. But, it is not an urgent -
necessity. Those who like to read or borrow books could do so from libraries
in the neighbouring villages or town, School children could obtain  this
~ facility in their schools, It is even possible for people in a village to get
together, form a club and jointly subscribe to a paper or magazine or even
to buy a few new or second hand books and read them in turns. But similar
arrangements could not be made for a dispensary.

Hence by any measure of reasoning, a dispensary is more important
than a library to a rural community on a hasis of priority.

Choice e - — Selection

Basic requirement — a prime need

Affected ~— caused a change

Ignorant — to know little or nothing
Involves ~— mixed up with
Inconveniences - discomfort

Physician -~ doctor

Priority : : ~= {0 give importance
Enrich ; — to make rich

Widen — broaden

Leisure — free moments
Neighbouring -~ close to; near by
Facility — help

Subscribe . - to pay

Similar — alike _

Any measure of reasoning -— to any way of right thinking
Basis of priority - of great importance

+ ¥ *
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MY SCHOOL SPORTS MEET

The Annual Inter-House Athletic Meet is a regular event in most schools.
This Meet, in my school, is usually held during the second term in the month
of June or July. It is a great event for all of us and keeps us thrilled.

We have four Houses - The Greens, The Reds, The Blues and The Yellows.
All teachers and students belong to one of these Houses.

A number of events are held like the Races, Hurdles, High Jump, Long
Jump, Putt Shot, Discus Throw, Javelin Throw, Tug-of-war, The Fancy Dress
Parade, Musical Chairs and the Old-Students race. There are also a variety of

events for the little ones like the lime and spoon race, the bun race and the
leap-frog race.

The Meet, this year, was held on a Saturday. It began at 1 p.m, As
usual, a large crowd of parents, old-students and well-wishrs had come to
witness the Meet. All the prominent citizens were accommodated at the special
visitors pavillion. The Chief-Guest was the District Medica! officer, an old-boy
of the school. He had come with his wife who distributed the awards and
the trophies to the winners at the end of the Meet.

The Meet began  with the usual fanfare of hoisting ﬁlags lighting the
Olympic torch and followed by the colourful march-past set to martial music,
All the evenis were worked out in quick succession.

The relay race was exciting; the obstacle race was a thrilling game as
there were foo many obstacles and so it was rather baffling. The three-legged
race and the sack race were very amusing: the fancy-dress parade delighted
all; the most interesting event was < the tug-of-war. It was a real show of
strength thar kept the spectators cheering and clapping.

I took part in the hurdle race and came a poor third. For me, it was
an achievement as I am not a ver 'y good sportsman like some of my friends.
A classmate of mine of the Red House became first in this event. The Yellow
House emerged the Inter-House champions. All cheered the Champion House,

C]Ejy 5-45p. m.  all the events were gone through -and the distribution of
prizes began. The Principal made a brief speech welcoming the Chief-Guest
and his wife. Then the Chief-Guest spoke) He praised the school for the
excellent manner in which the M™eet was conducted and for the wonderful
spirit  displayed by all the competitors. He congratulated the Individual
Champions and the Champion House and spoke on the virtue of winning and
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losing with grace. His speech revealed that he was much impressed By the
excellent show of the Meet. He also thanked the s_chool for the honour bestowed _
on him and his wife.

(His wife distributed the awards and the trophies and the Meet came to
a close by 7 p.m. to the jubilation of all)

Martial — warlike
Baffling — puzzling: too difficult
Achievement - to do with great success
Revealed — showed
Bestowed — given
Jubilation — rejoicing
*. SR *

OUR COLLEGE PRIZE — DAY
. grvirg
One of the most irportant functions in our school is the Annual Pfize-f)hy.
It is an occasion that brings all our parents, past-pupils and well-wishers f(o the
school. To them it is a kind of reunion and serves to revive memories of many
things of the school. To us, it is an occasion of great significance. To all
the prize-winners, it is a red letter day in their lives!

Our Prize-Day this year coincided with the golden Jubilee of the school
and therefore it was doubly sigaificant. A Jubiles Souavenir was released on the
occasion packed with all details of the scacol, its history, development, successes
and failures. It is a publication to be treasured.

The function began at 4 p. m. A distinguished old-boy of the school, a
Chartered Accountant and Managing Director of a flourishing Industrial factory
in the city was the Chief-Guest. He is also a benefactor of the school and has
contributed a large sum to the College Building Fund.

'As the Chief-Guest arrived with his wife, they were received with full
honours by the Principal. The Head prefect garlanded the Chief-Guest and his
wife was presented with a bouqust of flowers by a little girl, They were then
introduced to the staff by the Principal. A splendid guard - of - honour was pre-
sented - by the Scouts and Guides, with the school band in attendance,

Thereafter, they were entertained to tea by the Principal and Staff,

After tea, the Chief-Guest and his wife along with other distinguished per-
sons were taken to the College Hall. As the Chief-Guest with his wife accom-
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panied by the Principal and staff went up the stage, there was the usual thun-
derous applause and clapping of hands. It took five minutes for calm to be restored.

1he function began with the singing of the National Anthem followed by
the college song. '

A semior girl delivered the welcome address. Then the Principal presented
her annual report and this was followed by the Chief-Guest’s address. He
touched on many useful points and advised the pupils on the virtues of good
character and to concq,ntrate on their studies, The prizes were given away by
the wife of the Chief-Guest. This was followed by a vote of thanks given by the
Secretary of the Old-Students’ Association. Then began the variety entertainment
of songs, dances and a play staged by the students. All the items were of a high
standard and brought out the best talents in the participants. The audience re-
mained spellbound and relished them well. A number of photographs were taken
covering all the proceedings.

The function came to a close ‘by' 8,30 p. m, much to the joy and satisfaction
of all. -

Revive — to bring back
Memories — remembrances
A red letter day ~ — an important day
Coincided ~- happened at the same time
Benefactor — one who belps all
Distinguished -~ famous
Spell~bound — amazed
¥* ¥ L2

DESCRIBE THE ACTIVITIES OF AN ASSOCIATION IN SCHOOL. HOW
DOES IT FUNCTION? HOW DOES IT HELP THE STUDENTS? TS
VALUE.

Every school has a number of associations for the benefit of its students,
One of the most active and popular amongst them is the literary society.
In some schools there are junior and senior literary societies., The junior
socicty is for pupils in tne lower and middle school while the senior society
is for pupils in the ‘O’ and ‘A’ level classes.

The main aim of a Literary Society or Association is to train the puapils
in all the literary Arts. It helps to aromse their interest and develop their

== h
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skills in all the literary activities. It serves as a forum where pupils deliver
speeches, both prepared and unprepared, have debates, sing songs, tell stories
and teke part in dramatics. The association also conducts quiz contests and
competitions 1n essay and in shori-stery writing at inter-house levels. Gues,
speakers and distinguished men and women are invited to address the memberg
at least once a term. ' ;

Pupils who do well in the various competitions are selected for the
Prize-day performance and for participation at Ianter-school competitions, The
best essays and short stories are selected for publication in the school magazine.

The Association servesas a training ground and provides ali the chances
for students to develop their talents to speak, to debate, to act, to sing,
to write and above all to widen their horizon. It also helps them to become
leaders who could shoulder responsibilities and organise public activities in
later life when they become full citizens in a Democratic society. Most of
our fromtline leaders today in the country were at one time organisers and
participants in school societies during their student days,

Arouse - awaken
Forum - a meeting—place
Horizon ~— the limit of one’s knowledge
X + ¥

WHERE DOES BURGLARY OFTEN TAKE PLACE?
HOW BEST CAN HOUSES BE SAFEGUARDED AGAINST BURGLARS
AND THIEVE=? :

QOur newspapers report daily, that houses and shops are burgled. They
reveal how thieves get away with jewels, money dand other valuables. The
police find it difficult to get at the culprits. Quite often, they admit that
they are helpless,

Most of the houses burgled belong to the rich and the educated classes and
the shops are in less crowded arcas with poor or no lighting facilities at
night. Besides, the shop buildings are not well-secured. The owners of both
the houses and the shops are carcless, The doors and windows
of some of these buildings do not work well. Sometimss the owners are absent-
minded and they leave the doors and windows open at night. All lock the
front doors but the locks may not be strong encugh. The back doors are
just slammed or unbolted. '
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With maximum care and precaution, we could do much to prevent
burglaries. Doors with ordinary or weak locks must be replaced with strong
double locks. Such locks cannot be easily tampered with. The back doors
must have strong bolts ; one at the top and another at the bottom. All win-
dows must be locked at night. People who have valuables like jewsls must
have burglar proof safes, A modern home could have an alarm system
that will frighten the thieves away, s

All money must be banked ; even jewels could be kept in vaulis in
Banks. A nice dog in the houss will bea great help.

There must be regular all-night patrol by the police in arsas where burglaries
are common. Burglars will think twice to engage in their activities in places
where the people and the police are ever-vigilant, If people take maximum
care and protect their homes and premises, burglars could be kept away.

Culprits  — those who do crimes or wrongs
Tampered — meddled
Slammed — to shut or close with force

¥ 52 ¥

HOW TO CHOOSE A SATISFACTORY CAREER

Most of us need a job as soon as we leave school or come out of the
university. For students who do medicine or law or engineering, there is no

problem. The course of studies they do rightly leads them to the profession of
their choice. : '

Ninety percent of us who leave school after our general education at ‘O’
Level or “A’ Level must choose a job wissly. Plenty of jobs are available in
our province or couniry. Some would hike to be independent or self-employed.
To them farming or business will prove ideal. But they need land or capital or
both. They must be enterprising and work hard; otherwise they will not
fare well.

Students. who  are maihematically bent may become Bank-clerks, Book-
Keepers or Accountants, To them, a course of training may be necessary. Students
who are good in Arts may enter the State or Private sector as clerks, Steno-
graphers or Supervisors. Students who have creative ability may take to painting,
singing, dancing or acting. Some training to them will be helpful; those who
can use their hands  may take to  vocational, technical or mechanical
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jobs. The Technical and Vocational schools could give them wuseful training
in their field.

Those who like people and serving them may become social workers or
nurses, They could help the poor, the sick and the hopeless people. Anyone
who likes to be a student all one’s life with love of children may take to teaching.

We must select a job according to our tastes, abilities and talents. Those
who have no strong leamings in any direction must take to a job that will at
least make them happy, In a country like ours that is developing, we have
a fairly wide choice, A person’s job must make him happy and contented.
This is the final yardstick that should guide us in choosing a career.

Independent - not depending on others

Enterprising — courageous and willing
Vocational -~ trads
Leanings ~ a liking
Yardstick ~=  measure
* * *

LIFE AND WORK OF A FARMER THEN AND NOW

Time has brought about many changes in the life and mode of living of
everyone, The farmer is no exception. Qur farmer friend of today leads a
life of ease and luxury unknown to his peer half a century ago.

A farmer of olden times led a simple life. He was ignorant and innocent.
He had to toil hard day and night. His income from his lands was nothing
to boast of. He did not enjoy the fruits of his labour. His garden or farm
was small in size. His method of cuoltivation was always the same.
He used the age-old iools and imnlements of his- forebears. The State did -
not assist him. His life was obscure, He had to depend on the mercy of God and
nature, He and his children had to lead a frogal life with his limited income.
But it must be said to his credit that he was humble, simple and virtuous.
He was free from avarice. He hated vice. He led a healthy life and lived
long with his simple pleasures. '

A farmer of today is a prince among men. He owns exiensive farms
and gardens. He grows a variety of crops., He no longer uses the bullock-
cart or the wooden plough of his forebears; instead, he uses the tractor.
The electric motor and the water-pump have made his work very light.
He no longer follows the olden methods of cultivation. He wuses the latest
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scientific methods. The use of agro-chemicals and artifical manures bring him
better yield and have trebled his income. His standard of living has improved.
He has a modern house and enjoys all the modern comforts. His children
continue their education and go to universities. Many of them have already
become graduates in law, medicine and engineering,

The farmer of today is helped by the State. Banks and Government
Institutions like the Co-operative, the Agricultural and the Marketing
departments assist him in many ways. They grant him loans on easy terms
and buy all his produces at fair prices.

A farmer of today can enjoy the benefits of crop insurance and the
Farmers' pension scheme introduced by the state to enhance his welfare,

A farmer of today leads a life of ease and pleasure and is more
properous than the farmer of yester-year who had to toil and moil throughout
the year.

Mode _ -~ method, way

Peer =  gqual

Obscure — hidden

Frugal — thrifty

Virtuous -— morally good

Avarice — greed

Enhance . — to make better
Toil and moil — to work hard

* * *

THE LIFE AND WORK OF A NURSE

A nurse, unlike a clerk or a teacher has no regular hours of work. Shs has
to ' be on duty for eight hours, both by day and night, in regular shift,

A nurse must be punctual. She must clock in at least half an hour before
her duty turn. She has to work in a ward or at the opsrating theatre or at
the various clinics or at the out - patients’ section. Ordinarily, a nurse, works
in one of the many wards. She has a lot of work to do. She has to look to the
cleanliness of the ward, She has to take care of all the patients and administer
to each one the melicine or injections or the treatment prescribed by the doctor.
She goes from patient to patient and helps them to take the medicine, She
needs a lot of patience because patients sometimes ace unreasonably boeisterous
and create problems.
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If and when a patient complains or bscomes serious, she has to summon
the doctor immediately. Besides nursing, she also does clerical work like main-
taining the records and progress charts of patients. Thus a nurse is always busy.
She cannot idle. If a nurse neglects her duty, it is bound to affect the lives
and welfare of her patients. No nurse with a sense of service ever shirks her
~ responsibility.

Once her duty turn is over, she is dead tired and goes home for complete
relazation to be fit for another day's work. '

Nursing is a trained job. It calls for very high qualities of head and heart

A nurse belongs to a noble band of servants of humanity, Her tasks are by us
means easy

Shift — turn
Punctual -~ arriving in time
Administer — give

Boisterous = unruly; noisy

Shirks - careless of one’s duty
Relaxation —  rest
* * *

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A TEACHER

A day in the life of an ideal teacher is a busy one. He begins his day as
the day dawns. He gets up at four or five in the morning. As soon as he
gets up, he finishes his morning duties and takes a cup of tea or coffes,
Then he gets to his study room and prepares his lesson-notes or corrects
the exercise books of his pupils or seis a question paper. Very often, he
is disturbed by parents or friends who call on him for some help or advice.
They bring their problems to him. It may be about their children or about
something relating to the community welfare. As soon as he finishes with
them, he takes a quick bath and a hurried breakfast and leaves for school
If the school is near, he walks the distance. If it is far away, he goes
' cycling or by bus or train. On his way to school, he meets a lot of people.
Yo everyone of them, he has a kind look, a kind smile or a kind word
to offer.

Once he reaches school, usually ten or fifteen minutes before it begins
he exchanges greetings with his fellow-teachers and shares a joke or two,



47

As the sessions start he goes to his class and greets his children. He
looks to the cleanliness of the class. He marks the register and inquires
into absentzes, He will also have some complaints to be heard, Then, he
gets down to the actmal task of teaching. He tries to make his teaching
lively. A good teacher does not sit down and reels off his lectures. He
stands the whole time, No pupil escapes his attention. As every period ends,
he goes from class to class according to his time-table He is all the

time busy except during recess and the lunch interval when he could rest a
little.

During examination or test time, his work-load becomes heavy. He
has to set the question paper, conduct the test, correct the scripts and prepare
the pupils’ progress reports of his class. All extra-activities in the school
also take a lot of his time.

When the school is over, he goes home tired. He enjoys a drink and
reads the day’s paper. Sometimes he goes out for a walk or attends to
some kind of community work. By 6 p. m. he takes a wash, says his
prayers and prepares his next day’s work. By 9 p.m. he has his dinner and
- goes to bed much tired to enjoy a sound sleep to get up early for another
day’s work.

A teacher is always busy. His personal work, school work and community
service take a lot of his time. A teacher is an important servant of society
He is quite often the back-bone of the community, A teacher’s responsibility
is great. It is he who moulds and qhapes ‘tomorrow’s citizens’ who are
today’s pupils.

Relating — connected to
Actual —  real

* ¥ X
THE USE OF ELECTRICITY

Modern lwmg wlthout electrlc:ty is jll‘it xmposmble Modem mduq'try dl’l.d

clectricity. It holds sway everywhere — on farms factorres, homes, hospitals
and other public institutions.

The water - pump, the electric motor, the T. V. and the modern communication
systems depend on electric power. All office machines from typewriters, photo-
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copiers to computers need eclectricity. A modern house wife fumes frets and
feels helpless when there is a power - Cut. “Without powe powe: ‘the fans, the
Tridge, the cooker, the Iron,” the cooléer ‘and the air - conditioner cease to
function, All the latest *seasitive equipments, the X’ ray plant and the suroecal
theatre in our hospitals depend on an uninterrupted flow of electricity. The
modern fransport system, the railways and airways become paralysed if there
is no electricity. In short, all machines and gadgets that work with startling
speed and accuracy to make our life and living worthwhile need electricity.
We cannot think of a modern machine that helps to heal, pull, push, draw,

carry, haul or weld working without the use of electricity.

Electricity, therefore, has become our master and servant. lIts benefits are
incalculalile. It has brought about fascinating changes in our life -style. It
will continue to perform greater wonders than it has hither-to done.

Paralyed — out of action
Uninterrupted — non - stop

In short — briefly

Gadgets — devices

Startling — surprising

Worthwhile — useful

Incalculable — inestimable

x X *

WHAT 1S ONE OF THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS THAT PEOPLE
FACE. SUGGEST WAY> TO SOLVE 'l__'HlS PROBLEM.,

Our Number one Problem today is not money or jobs or food or clothing
-No doubt, we want all these. But these alone cannot satisfy our life if our
society is full of crimes and criminals of every kind., Crime is ‘surprisingly on
the increase in our Island Home. Daily we hear of assaults and murders; arson
and looting; hold-ups and robberies. Every criminal has a firearm or a lethal
weapon. Out of ten robberies and murders, as many as five or six remain unsolved
or undetected. Our newspapers daily tell us of these horror stories and peace-
loving people shudder to read them. Our homes are no longer our castles.
Anytime, anybody can enter and do damage to our persons and property. The
police force is also helpless at times,

It has, therefore, become necessary to rid our society of crimes of all
kinds, This can be done only if every citizen is vigilant. Every village must
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have a vigilant committee. The members of this committes must be quite
honest and public-spirited. Every social and welfare organisation must plan a course
of action to help and to educate the invocent and illiterate people. The police
force must be strengthened. The police must become friends of the cinzeus.
Both the police and the citizens must co-operate with each other to check crimes,

~ Severe punishments and heavy penalties must be imposed on criminals.
They must not be shown any mercy; = if necessary, we must not hesitate to
follow the Saudi Arabign example and punish all murderers, criminals and
robbers in such a way that poteatial criminals give up doing crimes, Every
village must have a police station and regular patrols must be made day and
night.

There are also political crimes where a group or a faction or sometimes
a racial or religious group resorts to disrupt the  Government. When this
happens a whols country is affected, Sometimes this results in loss cf'l lives
and loss of property.  Political crimes can be ended if 'a State is just and fair
by ail. All its actions must be just. It must not discciminate between man and
" man on any ground. Liberty, equality and justice must not be denied to any
citizen on grounds of race, or religion or region. If the State follows such
high principles, thers will .be no political chaes or crimes. Crimes on political
grounds weaken a society and make men err. Hence the Rule of Law,
faitly and squarely, must be upheld. xidon

if the above measures are followed, we can compietely rid our country of
- crimes and griminals. Law and order, peace and discipline are essential to happy
living and general progress. Hence we must all gef together and act as one
man to fres our society of all crimes. :

Undetected = — not found

Shudder — to feel shocked
Vigilant —~ careful
Strengthened — to feel strong
Potential . — powerful

Disrupt - upset

Discriminate - to show differences

Chaos — disgrder



A DREAM I HAD

Once I bad a dream. I had this dream when [ was about ten years old.
It was « very frightening dream. I still remember it. When T got up early next
morning, I told what 1 bad dreamt to my grandfather because my grandfather
was good at telling the significance of a dream., My grandfather told me
that it was a bad dream and warned me to be careful, :

I dreamt that I was returning from a temple festival just after sun set. The
temple was a few miles away from my village. 1 was returning alone and as
it was getting dark, I hurried my steps. Suddenly ¥ got a fear that I had missed
the usual route. ! was walking aimlessly all over, sometimes through a lonely
spot, sometimes through a jungle land, and sometimes over a rocky - area.
Suddenly, 1 came across a deep pit which I could not cross, andso I was
~ irying to go by another route. As I did so, a tall, fat, dark man, the like
of him, I had never seen before appeared before me and tried to block my way.
It looked as though he was trying to kidnap me. 1In fear, I cried aloud
and opened my cyes to yealiss that I was only dreaming. It was indeed a
frightful dream. I had never dreamt like that before or since then.

Of course this dream had some sense. A fow months afterwards, |
fell ill; ¥ had chicken-pox and I counld not go to school for over a month
and in the promotion examination; I did badly and I had to remain another
year in Grade Five. No wonder the dream was frightening and it ‘had its
effect on my life.

Significance — importapce
Kidnap _ - — to remove by force bya person
Frightening — fearful

* * oL

IF I WERE, A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT.

~Many young people of today like to become members of parliament.
They think that it is a great honour to be a representative of the people.
By becoming a member of parliament one can enjoy many privileges. One
can enjoy power and position. Oae -can go abroad at State expense. One
can even become a Minister of State. Perhaps these tempt many to venture
into polities.

I do not know whether I can ever become an M.P.I like to be
an M.P. but it is not easy to become one. If and when I became an
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M.P. 1 would serve the people who elected ms well and truly. 1 would do
everything in my power to help them. I would get land for the Ilandless
and jobs for the jobless. I would see that every village in my electorate had
a good school, a decent dispensary, a fine library, good lanes and roads and
all modern conveniences like water supply, electricity and transport facilities.
I would devise ways and means tc help the farmers and the workers to
live well and to earn more. I would help to reorganise the rural co-operatives
and credit services to benefit everyone. I would serve for the welfare of all
my eclectors withont any distinetion. Even those who voted against me would
receive my kind atiention,

I would spend a good part of my time to relieve the suffering of the
poor and the needy. I would open an office in every village in my cousti-
tuency where I would mest the people at regular intervals. I would not like
the people to come to me; instead, [ would go fo them. [ would Ilisten
to their grievances, 1 would work hard to bring them relief. I would tell
Parliament the plight of my electors and would urge the Ministers to take
proper action to help them all "

As an M. P. I would alsc think of my country in general, T would
oppose all unhealthy and unprogressive acts . of the government. I would
never do anything or support any measures that would harm the people.
My concern would be the people, the country and its welfare. [ would be
a real Hampden and a frue watch dog of the Nation serving all alike and
fearing none, '

Tempt -—  persuade
Venture : — to undertake £
Distinction — -of a special kind
Religve — to bring down pain
Grievances -~ sufferings
* . *

MY #AVOURITE KING OF CEYLON

My favourite king of Ceylon is Parakramabahu the Great of the
Polonnaruwa period whose rule was called the golden era of Ceylon History,
I consider him one of the greatest of Lanka’s Kings. He became king at
a time when the country was divided into a number of small divisions,
~each under a petty tyrant. It was left to him fc unite the country and

to work for iis prosperity. '
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Parakramabhu was cast in a  beroic mould, He was an ambilious prince.
He wished to become the ruler of the entire couniry and to restore Lanka
"to its ancient greatness. Therefore, as soon as he become king, he defeated
all the petty rulers and  brought the island under his sway.

Having brought the entire country .safely under his rule, he set about
of make the country rich. He encouraged and improved agriculture. He repaired
all the old tanks. He constructed a number of canals. * The sea of Parakarama ”
was his handi-work. National wsaith rose high and ths people began to-enjoy
an era of prosperity. :

- This great king did not .stop with encouraging agriculture. He also encour-
aged religion, education and health. FHe gave special patronage not only to Budd-
hism but also to Hindusim, He built many Buddhist temples such as the Lanka-
tilaka and the Gal Vihara. He also built two Hindu temples. He gave his
patronage to learning and to literary activities. Ho honoured the monks and
poets and gave them many rewards, Above all, he made Polonnaruwa a mighty
city. He laid out many parks and gardens and buil¢ lovely ponds and pavﬂlzons.

The trug greatness of this king lies in the fact that he WOrked o create
@ strong, united and prosperous nation. He maintained law and order so admi-
rably that it is said a richly dressed young woman could travel anywhere in
the island without the fear of being robbed or molested. Could we ever imag-
ine of a similar state today when we boast of many big things? This was indeed
a proud testimony to his strong rule. Parakramababu was also a strong warrior.
He did not fear fo carry on war even beyond the seas. Tle waged suceessful
wars with Burma . and against the Cholas of South India. :

This great king ruled Lanka for thirty-three years and did a lot for the
unity, - prosperity and glory of Lanka, so much so, heis looked wupon as
one of the greatest kings of Lanka. R

Petty tyrant . == A small unjust ruler
Herioc mould — of brave appearance
Restore ~ [0 revive

Handi-work -— done by one’s own effort
An era of prosperity — a period of plenty
Patronage — to help a worthy cause
Prosperous — wealthy :
Testimony - proof

¥ ¥ %
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A FILM I LIKE BEST

I'am not, like many, = a regular film-goer. T go to sec one ifand when a
. good film is shown in our town. By a good film, T mean one that is really
educative and rewarding, Henoce the numbszr of films that 1 have seen could
be counted on one’s fingers. Oune such film T saw recently was the one on
“The hfe of Mahatma Gandhi” a man of this century, an iacaraation by
any standard and a god-man who loved all and hated none.

As one who was born after the death of Gandhi, [ am not a contem-
porary of his ; hence his Lfe and times are as strange to me as to those who
had lived before him. All that T had known of Gandhi befors [ saw the film
on his lifs was the little 1 had reéad and heard of his life and work from
books and from my elders and betters. Therefore, those like me are grateful
to that wonderful English man, Lord Attenborough, for his vears of toil
and expenses incurred in making the film on the life of Gandhi, who was
almost a saint and a superman ; a messiah of the twentieth century.

This film is thrilling from start to finish., Tt depicts beautifully on the
sitver screen the many episodes in the life of Gandhi. It is true to what
we have read of Gandhi and his mission. Ben Kingsly who has the fzature
- of Gandhi has played the ro'e of Gandhi quite ably. His subdued acting
like that of a maa of peace was classic. The various scanes presented in the
film looks real, life - like and gave us the satisfaction that we are face to
face with Gandhi and his times. Tn short, it is-a faithful record of Gandhi
and his mission. It is no wonder that this film was an award winner and
acclaimed in many countries. This is. a picture thar no one should miss. Lord
Attenborough deserves the gratitude of all those who love Gandhi and who
were not fortunate enough to have l!VCd during his time or to have ceen him
in flesh and blood.

The life of Gandhi is a historical and biographical film that depicts an
important era of this century on celluloid. Indeed, it is one of the best pictures
that I have ever seen and ! would like to see it again and again!

" Jocarnation — embodiment of sdmething
Confemporary - living ar the same time
Messish — 4 prophet
Acclaimed —  praised
Gratitude — feeling of gratefulnebs '

s X %
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A NATIONAL FESTIVAL

~ The celebration of religious and national festivals with deep piety, ponp and
splendour by people of ali faiths is a common feature in almost all couatries
of the world, and Sri Lanka is no exception to the ruls. :

I have seen many such festivals and one of them is the Wesak festival
which js religious, social, national and cultural, all combined. This festival
goes on for two or thres days. The Wesak day is a national holiday. No
one goes to work. All take part in it in some form or other. Although
“Wesak’’ is sacred to the Buddhists, others too take time off to enjoy in its
festivities. e

Wesak is the most popular religious festival celebrated in Sri Laoka,
This great festival falls on the Full Moon day in the month of May
As Buddhists form the majority of the population n Sri  Lanka, Wesak
has come to be regarded as a national festival rather than a purely
Buddhist festival in this country. el

Wesak is an occasion of  festivity and  rejoicing because it s
associated . with the three great events in the lifs of Lord Buddha.
It was on a Wesak Full Moon day that the Buddha was born as Prince
Siddhartha in the Lumbini Gardens. 1t was on a Wesak Full Moon day that
the Buddha attained Enlightenment under the Bo-tree at Buddha - Gaya. It was
again on a Wesak Full Moon day that Lord Buddha attained Nirvana™,

The celebration of the Wesak festival is ona of the most magnificent sights
in Sri Lanka. The streets of the towns and villages of the island are decorated
with multi-coloured flags and flowers and palm-leaves, Special “pandals” with
multi-coloured illuminations are erected at prominent places of the towns and
villages. The Wesak fetival is out-wardly a festival of lights. With the illamination
and decorations, the towns and villages look like enchanted spots in a fairy
land. :

The most significant place of activities are the temples, degobas and vihares.
- Thousands of white clad devotees, bearing baskets of flowers, throng the temples
to pay homage to this Great Teacher, Lord Buddha, who brought the message
of deliverance. The sound of tom-toms vibrates from the temples and fills the
air. Cries of “Sadbhu® are heard from all directions as the peraheras wend theiy
way along with the crowded streets. Thousands of people, men, women
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and children, voung and old, pour into the city on the Wesak day to admire
the splendid decorations and illumination, The Wesak is certainly A
Grand National Festival in Sri Lanka.

Piety - devotion to God
Pomp - - a show; a display
Splendour — great brightness
Exception - to leave out of many
Festivity ; — rejoicing
Rejoicing — to make merry
Associated — connected -
Aftained — got, reached
Enlightenment — 10 get true understanding; wisdom
Celebration ~~— an event of great joy
Magnificent — grand
Tlumination ~ lit with bright lights
Erected . s pptogn '
Prominent ' - outslandtdg, ch;ef
Significant — important
White clad devotees — people going to worship dressed in white clothes
Deliverance — to become free
Vibrates ' — throbs and thrills
* &

WHAT 1S A NEWSPAPER? WHY IS IT USEFUL?
HOW DOES IT HELP THE PEQPLE? :

A Newspaper is printed daily or weekly. It brings us not only news
but also comments on the news. It carries a lot of advertisements, public notices
and pictures. It is, perbaps, the cheapest means to get all important local and
foreign news. It is so cheap that even the poor can afford to buy if. Some
newspapers are provincial or local in character. Such papers have a few pages
and limited circolation. Some newspapers are national or international in form
and feature and boast of a wider circulation.

Newspapers exert a lot of influence on the people. A democratic c,mmtry
has a free press and therefore its newspapers are free to educate and influence
its readers through its views and comments that are free, frank and fearless,

They help to create an intellicent pubhc f)pmlon on all the national and inter-
national happenings.
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An American leader once said that bhe would not mind living in a couatry
without a government but would not live in a country without its [ree news-
papers, A Newspaper is also called “the Fourth Bstaie of Socisty!’

A Newspaper educates us. It keeps us well-informed. It brings us all
types of news about wars, train and air erashes, carthquakes, the forms of govern-
ments, coups, assasinations, murders, the birth of a republic, ‘mass movernents
and agitation, the launching of 2 new spaceship, inventions and discoveries and
many other things which readers will wani to know abous. It also helps to form
public opinion on many burning issues. The newpaper of today is like a wonder
book of news, views and opinions. There are many press-agencies; and news
and pictures are flashed by them . through modern means of communication
hour by hour and so the daily Newspaper brings us the latest news and keeps
us well-informed. i

A Newspaper is indispensable to the modern man and his  community.
Even the T. V. or the Radio cannot be a substitute for it! '

Circulation =~ — moving round
Frank -— outspoken
Crashes — to fall suddenly with loud noise
Agitation - — oppposition
Launching — sending
Indispensable _ cannot be done without
* *

THE NEWSPAPERS I READ — THL SECTIONS THAT INTEREST ME
MOST—THE SECTIONS THAT INTEREST ME LEAST

I read at least two nzwspapers daily. One is an English Daily -and the other
is a daily in my national language. The English daily is superior in many
ways. It costs more buat it has many pages and is packed with a lot of things
to read, It has several features and brings the latest news from all over the
world. The local, national language daily has a few pages but it gives pride
of place to all home news. Its circulation is limited and it cannot hoid its
own against an English daily in any sense. :

The Fnglish daily T read has ‘a number of regular features to interest
children, students, women, sportsmen, film-goers and the business community,
Among its gencral features are numerous advertisements - big and small,
public notices, ovituary notices, cross-word puzzies and supplements to mark
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special occasions. The Sunday or the Week-end edition of a paper brings a iot
of reading materials like short stories, etc., T am usually interested in reading
the news, the Junior Page,” the short-stories and the weekly forecast on our

birth-stars. T also like to go through all the important notices and advertise-
ments. The cross-word puzzies and short stories fascinate me. I also read

some of the letters that readers write to know what views they express on
burning topics. ¥f and when Ifind a picture or a mews item or a story in-
teresting, ¥ cutit out and preserve it in my scrap book.

Of course, some of the feature articles, the editorials and most of the
comments and reviews do not interest me because I do not understand them.
I do not read anything that does not interest me. I skip them off. 1 think,
many do likewise,

Obituary — death
Forecast -~ fo tell before hand
Skip — by-pass ; not to take note of

* * *

WHAT IS AN ADVERTISEMENT? WHAT ARE THE VARIOUS WAYS
OF ADVERTISING? :
WHOM DOES !T HELP? DOES IT HARM ANY?
HOW CAN THE HARMFUL EFFECTS BE OVERCOME?

If we turn the pages of a Newspaper or a Magazine, we come across
catchwords and phrases in bold print with attractive multi-colourd pictures
aimed at pushing up the sales of all types of goods. Sometimes a full
page in a paper occupies 2 single advertissment. Advertisemients also appear
in printed posters displayed on walls and boards at busy public places
like bus and rail stations popularizing some product or goods. Some -
manufacturers use neon-lights to advertise their goods. In big towns and cities
one could see sandwich boys and girls carrying advertisement placards. Some
manufacturers conduct contests and competitions offering big prizes to popularize
their goods. Even the National T.V. and Radio stations are engaged in
commercial advertising to make big money. :

The success of modern business depends on advertising. It brings very
good returns to the firms and factories producing various consumer goods.
One manufactarer tries to compete with another claiming his braad as superior
by using clever advertising techniques. Hence success in modern commerce
depends on good advertising.

— 8§
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It is also true that advertisements sometimes deceive the consumers
The consumer who solely relies on an advertisement and buys an article may
find himself cheated. Such practices by producers or sellers may
not be rewarding in the long run. It may give thema bad name and their
-image may be harmed. In certain countries there are heavy penalties for
false advertisements that mislend the people to buying low quality or even
harmful things. Some standard newspapers do not hesitate to refuse advertisements
that are false and do not coms up to what the buyers have been led to
expect.

Governments in inany lands impose heavy penualties on manufacturers who
sell inferior products through amorous advertisements. If manufacturers have a
sense of responsibility and the consumers are carefnl and intelligent enough,
advertisements could not do much harm.

Displayed — shown, exhibited

Popularizing — make popular.

Techniques — new methods

Relies — depends

Impose - levy

Amorous — that which attracts a person’s fancy ro love
* * *

{HE IMPORTANCE OR THE NEED FOR ENGLISH

The English language, no one will dispate, is an international language
today. In countries like England, the U, S, A, Canada, Australia and in several
parts of Africa, it is the first language. In many commonwealth countries like.
Sri Lanka, India and Malaysia, it is a second language. In the Soviet Union,
Japan, Germany, France, China and in several other countries it is taught and
learnt as a very useful foreign language to improve and increase knowledge and
to enrich lives in many ways.

The first Prime Minister of India, Late Mr. Jawaharial Nerhu once beauti-
fully described English as a “window to the world”. Another equally famous
Indian scholar and statesman, the Late Rajaji declared English, “a gift by the
Goddess of learning to Tndia” H. G. Wells, the famous British Historian and Nove-
list, once said that English is a language of world Brotherhood and international
understanding. Hence Englis}l occupies a unique place in the world.

For us in Sri Lanka with many races, religions and regional differences a
common language like English will serve as an ideal link as it has done in the
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past for a hundred and fifty years under British Rule. Our National languages,
though rich and ancient, do not have even some of the basic books we need to
up-date our skills and knowledge. The world is advancing at sputnik-speed:
knowledge is' ever increasing; and thousands of books on all subjects are written
in English by learned men, It is an impossible task to translate even one percent
of the best books in English into our languages as and when necessary. Cost of
translating and publishing them will be very heavy. Already our students and
teachers are denied the use of many good books. Those in the universitics have
hardly anything to read. Education in any field calls for back-ground literature.
At present we bave scanty of it in our national language. A generation of pupils
who have received their education without a kuowledge of English find them
stunted.

The intelligent who wish to specialise in a chosen field are unable to do
so because of their poor kuowledge of English. Even a student who is eager
and wealthy dreads to go to a University in the West for higher education
because he or she does not kmow English. Hence English anywhere, anytime,
and to anyone holds the key to knowledge. Morcover, the chances of
getting a job for one with a basic knowledge of English are certainly greater
not only in our own land but in any part of the world. Employers every-
where prefer a worker with a knowledge of English to. one without it

Even for purposes of travel, trade, commerce and diplomacy, a sound
knowledge of English is a must. Itis not an over-statement if one says that
English is also a language of international culture. From whataver angle we
look at English, its utility is great.

If there is a language today that is full, rich, universal and helps every-
one in some way or other, it is certainly Eaglish, It is a language of the
United Nations; of the entire world - of all people —rich, poor, black, brown,
yellow and white. It has also become uniqme as a wit has said, as the first
language spoken by man on another planet — Moon. There cannot be 0o
{Wo opinions on its importance, need or use. :

Dispute — quatrel

Regional ~ arca-wise

Denied — refused

Scanty .= very little

Stunted : ~ not fully grown

A must — something very necessary
Over-statement — exaggeration

unigne — unequalled

% x X
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WHY DO YOU LIKE TO BE & TEACHER?
WHAT IS THE SUBJECT YOU LIKE TO TEACH? WHY?

“Rither a Healer of a Teacher be™ comnselled a sage of Ancient Greece to
the youth of his times, Another Chinese philosopher said that a teacher is the
tap-root of a Nation. All agree that the teacher is the back-bone of a com-
munity. These are perhaps some of the reasons why teaching is considered a
noble profession. )

A teacher is like a ladder on which all climb and go to the top while the
teacher remains at the bottom all the time, Therefore, § want to be agood teacher.
As a teacher, Icould always improve and increase my knowledge and help my stude-
nts as well to learn more and to become useful citizens, A teacher’s influence on a
way goe sa long child to make or mar him or her, A good teacher produces good
pupils of sound values, character and conduct. I like to be a teather so that
I could ziso do my best to create a healthly human community.

I like to be a teacher of English. As a teacher of English in a eountry
like ours which is now split racially and linguistically, I could be a bridge.
English, being a common language in our country, is a very useful tool to
create better understanding and unity. As a teacher of English, I could
help all pupils to widen their outlook and enrich their knowledge. Our local
langnages cannot fuifil this mission.

Moreover, English is a rich language with thousands of books on every
branch of knowledge, Hence a good teacher of English could certainly help
his or her pupils to gather more knowledge. A teacher of English in every
schoo! is a pace-setter. He is a link and a foreranner of progressive activities!
Where Arts and Science teachers fail to bridgs the gaps, the English teacher
can admirably succeed. Governments and the Heads of states in many lands
want to teach Bnglish to all to bring about better undarstanding and to
~ help the pupils to learn well

Hence it is an opportune moment for me to become a teacher and a
teacher of an international language like English which is a language of
knowledge, culture and utility. ;

Healer ~— one who cures 3an illness
Counselied — gdvised
Make or mar - oreate or destroy

Racially — race-wise
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Linguistically — language-wise
A pace-sstter ~— one who leads
Fore runner — one who goes in advance
Progressive — that which takes forward
Admirably — wonderfully ; beautifully
* ' - B

ENGLISH MUST BE MADE COMPULSORY IN SCHOOLS AND

UNIVERSITIES IN SRI LANEKA,
DO YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE THIS VIEW ? WRITE OUT YOUR CASE

o The use of English is great and its importance, no one can deny. Its
position today in the world is unique. As a language of culture, utility and
mental traininz, it is superior to all other languages however perfect or
advanced they may be.

Almost all realise its value in this country whether he is a rural farmer
or a city dweller. The farmer and the peasant want his child to learn and becomg
proficient in this language. Every student has come to realise that any learning
without a2 knowladge of English is only a shadow and a mockery.

When this is the general feeling or opinionon the value of Englsh,
why should one cry to make it compulsory in the educationsl curricalum?
Do we make the learning or teaching of History or Music or Art compulsory

because these are indispensable?

Hence we need not press for English to be made a compulsory subject,
All that must be done is to see that every schioool, college and university
tsaches it well. It must be taught well Every edacational institution must
teach it. The persons who teach it must be well-trained. At present there
are many schools in our country without English teachers and many others
ill-teach the language to make the pupils become frustrated.

Poor teaching and bad learning must be eliminated. There must be periodic
inspection and assessmeat of the teaching and learning process. Mere lip
service. from prize-day platforms while allowing the present shoddy system of
teaching English in the dry as dust manoer often by tcachers whose knowledge
of English is at fault will not help the learning of English even if it is made
compulsory.

Everyone now realises that a knowledge of good English holds wider
opportunities. The private sector, Banks and the foreign employment markes
give preference fo those with a knowledge of English,
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Hence it is foolish to rouse # hornet’s nest by making it a compulsory
subject which could only give fodder for fanatics to do a lot of damage to
all as had been done in the past, the effects of which are still bsing felt-

The wisest course of action would be to provide the maximum
opportunity to learn it by all everywhere and to allow the rest on a *Take
it or leave it basis’’.

I am sure all would take to it as a duck takes tc waier!

Proficient - skilled in
Curriculum — A course of study
Frustrated —  disappointed
Assessment -= valuation »
A hornet’s nest — something that causes anger or trouble
Fodder — food or grass
Fanatics -~ hot-heads
* * *

THE C.T.B, PLANS TO REVISE IiS FARES. WRITE A CASE AGAINST ANY

POSSIBLE HIKE IN BUS FARES SUGGESTING WAYS AND MEANS BY

WHICH IT COULD TIDE OVER LOSSES AN ) STILL MAINTAIN AN
EFFICIENT SERVICE e 3

The reported announcement for a further hike in fares by the SLCTR will
be one more blow to the poor bus travellers who are already burdened with
an increased cost of living. The SLCTB has already upped its fares thrice in
the recent past under various pretexts iike increased fuel costs and maintenafice
but its efficiency has been declining at an alarming rate and its losses rising
up all along, The remedy certainly does not lie in increasing fares.

The management of the very organisation calls for criticism. It has too
many employees doing too littdle work, There is 2 lot of unwanted staff recruit-
ed without plan at various times for various reasons, Quite often the wrong
or inefficient people were taken in. The efficient workers are being ignored
in the matter of promotions, Most of the employees are discontented.

The available resources are not put to maximum use. The maintenance
section is ill-managed. Simple repairs to buses are not attended to in time or never
done st all. Frequent breakdowns are directly due to bad maintenance,
Thousands of hours of running time of road - worthy vehicles are lost in this
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manner of neglect. This leads to the time -tables not being followed and
income targets not being achieved. Bad driving by an ill - trained crew, failure
to avert avoidable accidents and wanfon dimage to vehicles are further causes
of losses to ths C. T. B. Again too many uneconomical routes are served by
buses running empty all the time. Why these routes are coantinued to be served
nceds no research! It is a pathetic sight to see hundreds waiting for a bus
on busy routes when vehicles move along uneconomical routes almost empty.

One could see the private minibus rushing past fully loaded followed by
half empty C. T. 8. vehicles! This reveals the inefficiency of the SLCTB and
the competitive service offerad by the private sector. Serving the commuter
has never been the guiding principle of the SLCTB.

Hence increasing fares is not the remedy. [t will only aggravate the barden
- of the citizens. The remedy lies in:

. Disciplining the staff and crews,
. Discontinuing the superfluous staff from top to bottom.
Recoguising the efficient worker with increased remuneration,
Reorganising the maintenance of the mechanical section.
Closing down uneconomical routes,
Running buses to time-table
and
7. Maintaining healthy, progressive and acceptable management practice,

RN

If the above are done forthwith, fares need not be increased; profits could
be made and better services would result.

Hike — increase
Pretexts —  excrses
Declining — coming down
Alarming — surprising
Rising — fo go up
Unwanted —  unnecessary
Ignored — nof cared
Discontented — not satisfied
Avert — to avoid
Wanton —  wild
Pathetic — pitiful
Aggravate — make worse
Remuneration -- payment
Forthwith — at once
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WHAT 1S THE DRUG MENACE ? SUGGEST WAYS AND
MEANSs TO COMIBAT IT

A very serious problem looming large all over the world almost overaight
is the drug or narcotic problem. Drugs like heroine, LSD, marijuana, seconal,
methedrine, bensedrine and a host of others unknown to many in the past in the form
of powder, pill, etc., are being used. The affluent section of society, mostly
the youth have taken to this habit in a big way. Even the poorer sections of
society are getting into it. The school and college campus are exposed toit.
Many homes are in tears. '

The sharks, those who are bent on becoming very rich, very soon.
including big time business men are indalging in dop:-peddling.

Therefore, it is the duty of every Government and voluntary social, religious
and cultural agencies to band together ¢> fight out this menace. The Siate
must be alert and take every measures to stop the flow of all drugs. Every
port of entry must keep vigil. A thorough check on passengers and goods
coming into or leaving the country must b: made. Once the flow of drngs
is stopped, half the battle is won.

Those who are used to drugs must be confined to separate homes, treated
and rehabilitated.

Vigorous propaganda and comnselling must be carried out through Mass
media to make all keenly aware of the foul effects of the drugs.

Schools, ecolleges, wuniversities, school teachers and community workers
must be equipped with sufficient knowledge to counsel the students aud the youth

The above ways and means, if followed intensively, will soon minimise and

root out this great evil of this century which seems to threaten every home
and the life and future of every youth.

Affluent ~  — rich
Indulging — engaging
Menace —  evil
Thorough - complete
Rehabilitated — restored
Counselling  — advising
* * / >
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AN INTERNATIONAL EVENT-ITS ORIGIN AND IMPORTANCE

The Olympic Games is a world event. Thousands of athletes from over
fifty nations take part in it, The Olympic ideal or its motto is “Citins,
Altius, Fortius” which means, “Swifter, Higher, Stronger”. The Olympic
sports began in Ancient Greece in the city of Athens to promofe peace,
good-will and understanding among all the city-states.

This grand festival died out with the fall of Greece. But it was
revived in 1896 by Baron Pierre Coubertin. Except during the two great
world wars of our time, it has been held once in four years in some part
of the world. Tt is held by the International Olympic Committee.

The Oiympic Games help to foster peace and friendship aad wunity in
diversity, Participation, not competition, is its ideal, It binds all races and
nations. It scoins power, pride and privilege. It teaches sharing and losing
with grace. Unhappily, sometimes power-politics try fto mar the Olympic
spirit. But the Olympic committee works hard and tries its best to keep the
ideals of the Olympic torch aleft, It is the wish of all people that the
Olympic ideal leads mankind to the promiscd land of Peace, friendship,
freedom and prosperity.

Scorns — despises
Aloft - to hold high
Mar .~ spoil, damage
¥ % s *

THE T.V. — ITS GOOD AND BAD EFFECTS

One of the modern creations of-science is the Television or *The magic
box’ as it is wittily called. Tt is an ideal medinm to help in mass
communication. It is a boon to the teacher and the learmer. Schools where
‘T. V. sets are available enjoy the educational programmes . daily. Pupils, both
bright and dull find T. V. lessons interesting and stimplating. Where thousands of
words fail to teach a child in the classroom, the T.V. succeeds with its
pictures, charts and diagrams. Some say that it has dispiaced the teacher or
made him superfimous. But no educational medium can push the teacher
out of the classroom. '

The T.V. has also brought about a silent revolution in society. Our
farmers and workers find it useful. Kt not only entertains them but also

educates them. A lot of useful knowledge and information could be imparted
=2y
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to them through its medium. T. V. items like songe, dance, and
dramas help to encourage the talents in our youth and the growth of our
culture, religion and ancient arts, Where the radio, the newspapers and
periodicals have failed, the T. V. has succeeded.

The T.V. is certainly a modern marvel. The satellite device brings the
world scene to one's sitting room and helps one to watch all events as
they take place in any part of the world. That is a wonder of wonders!

There is alsoa cry againstit, Parents and teachers complain that children
spend more time watching the T. V. than in learning their lessons. Society
says that most of the T. V. programmes are anti-sooial showing all kinds of
crimes like murder and robbery. They blame it for the break down in social

values and discipline.

Anything becomes good or bad by the way it is used. With proper control
and enforcement of standards, the ill~effects could be reduced or removed. The
State and other social and welfare organs could act to stop the iil-effects. The
sale or show of unethical video-cassettes must be stopped. The National T. V|
studios have a great duty. They must not 'telecast sub-standard programmes.
These are the remedies to counter the ill effects of the T. V.

The T.V.is a great boon educationally, culturally and socially. An American
student today is as much a spectator of the colourful Kandyan Perabera as his
ri Lankan counter-part is of the American space odessey! Hence the T. V. is

a blessing if rightly used-

Medium — means, agency

Stimulating ~ — exciting interest
 Displaced — moved out of use
| Superfluous — needless
Periodicals — mAagazines
Marvel — wonder
Satellite — that which moves round a planet
Enforcement — putting into force
Unethical — not moral
Remedies — cures to overcome an ill effect

* ¥ ¥
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DO YOU SUPPORT THE TOURIST INDUSTRY ?
DOES IT HELP OR HARM A COUNTRY?

Tourism today is another source of earning foriegn sxchange, To a country
like Sri Lanka with all its natural attractions, the tourist ftrade brings a lot of
income. We nced it urgently for our development. It helps to give employ-
ment for many of our people. It gives us a mew image on the map of the
world. '

Foreigners like our couniry for many reasons, They can enjoy a cheap

holiday with maoy comforts. Qur couatry has everything that a wesiern tourist
looks for. Our climate, ounr health-giving hills, sunny beaches, modern hotels,
quick and comfortable travel facilities by road and rail, our wild life, our
ancient ruins, our gems, our art and culture and many other things aitract
them. In recent years we have earned a lot of foreign exchange through the
tourist trade. These are all its blessings. :

But tourism has also affected the values of our people, particularly the
youth, Some of the tourists engage in anti-social acts. Some of them are
hippies or drug-addicts or perverts. Their presence corrupis our youth. They
upset our social life. They also carry incurable social diseases which could
cause us great harm. There is a great fear that our cultural values are declin-
ing, Of course, there is some  truth in it, !

But the remedy does not lie in speaking against tourism. All tourists are
niot black sheep. Many come to rest, relax enjoy and enrich their knowledge
and understanding of people and their culture. They are tourists of a genuine
kind. The other kind of tourists are equally shunned and despised even in their
own lands,

The bad effects of tourism could be prevented by the state and institutions
engaged in this trade, All tourists must be given sirict guide-lines on or
before their arrival. The guide lines must specify the Do’s and Den’ts in our land.
The Police must be watchful. Those who misconduct must be punished and
deported. No tourist who is looking for 2 casino-land must be allowed entry
io this isle. o

With proper checks and controls, tourism could be promoted and its ill-
effects curbed. This is the responsibility of the state and all its citizens.

.Incurable — that cannot be cured
Corrupts — to become morally bad
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Declining —- weakening ; going down

Genuine ~— of real worth
Shunned — to keep away from
Despised -— hated
Specify — to state clearly
Deported — to send out of a country
# - #*
LIFE IN A TYPICAL VILLAGE — -— ITS MERITS AND DEFECTS

“ A country life is sweet

In moderate cold and heai;
To walk in the air,

How pleasant and fair. ¥

Thus sang the poet H, W. Longfellow. By country life he méaut life in
che villags with its fields and gardens, hills and rivers. A village is the haodi-
-work of Nature, The tall green, shady trees, opea lands, the gentle breeze,
. flowers in full bloom and the teeming varieties of birds are a feast to the eye!

The people in a village are mostly farmers and workers; skilled and unskilled.
They are simple and humble, honest and god-fearing, active and healthy, happy
and contented with their lot. They know one another intimately, They share
in the joys and sorrows of one another. They are bound together by common
traditions and sentimoents. The elite and the elders of the village are respected
and they guide the others. A village is usually quict and peaceful. ‘

Every village is a self-supporting unit, It has its craftsmen like the car-
penters, smiths, masons and others. Hvery village has its temples and churche®
supported by the citizens. It has its welfare and social bodies like a school,” a
. dispensary, a library, a reading room, community centres and the like.

A village is fres from all the urban vices, dust, smoke and dirt, The
air is cool : the water is pure and refreshing and living is cheap.

Today, however, the quiet rural scene is beginning to change in certain
villages. As land is cheap in the villages, more and more people are coming
in to sattle down They are rich ; they have the means 10 open mills,
small factories and even a cinema hall since many villages now have electri,
city, Their activities have begun to upset the rural  atmosphere. Noise-
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dust and smoke have begun to mar the clean villages,. Many have not
begun to realise the problems these will bring about by and by. Hence
Rural Councils should control such things otherwise our villages may not
remain for long as they are now. '

Village life also has its defects. Most of the people are ignorant, un-
educated and superstitious, They are slow to learn and change for the better,
Villages lack modsrn sehools ; there are no good hospitals. The roads and
lanes are narrow, snaky and not well-maintained. Markets are far away,
Transport services are poor. They suffer in silence. Hence the people in the
villages sometimes prefer to live in towns. To them, towns look a paradise.
Urban life to those who are rich, no doubt, is comfortable, fast and fasci-
nativg, It attracts the youth and the so-called ¢ moderns’.

But country life is still sweet and healtay ; simple and chzap. Taev do
- not realise the many natural blessings in the village. That is a pity,

Elite - & superior group'of people

Intimately — clossly :

Mar —  hinder

Superstitious — a belief because of fear and ignorance
Fascinating — interesting or charming

¥ * *
TOWN LIFE--IS IT GOOD OR BAD?

Poets say, “God made the couutry and man made the town”. There
is a fot of truth in this saying, Life in the country is close to Nature. It
has its many blessings. The air is fresh; the water is pure, cooling and
refreshing. The trees, gardens and open fields make country life sweet and
healthy., These and many other things are not found or enjoyed in towns
or cities. To the modern, busy folk, however, town life has its many
attractions aud advantages. Hence there is an urban pull and many desire
fo live in towns,

To them, life in the country is slow, stagnant and boring. It is sometimes
Gresome. The people in a town have many comforts that make life and
living pleasant. Comfortable houses, good roads, nearness to schools, hospitals,
markets, Banks, the railway station and other public institutions are some
of the many attractions that aitract people to town life, The availability
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of water-supply, electricity, quick means of transport from one spot to another,
public libraries, parks, cinemas and entertainment halls make the urban
people shun village life. Rural life lacks all the modern comveniences that
people yearn for.

The rural people, quite often, have to go to towns in search of jobs
or to buy or sell or to transact business of every kind. Rural children
prefer to attend urban schools because they are well-run. A child or a
person from the village who becomes suddenly ill has to undergo hours of
delay and agony before he or she could be admitied to a hospital in town,
But people in the town are spared of these bitter gxperiences.

As long as the urban facilities are not available in the willages, most
people have good reasons to prefer town life as it helps them to live in
ease and comfort.

Conveniences - devices for comfort
Prefer = chooss

+* * %
THE HARVESTING SCENE

When it is time for harvest or the gathering in of crops, all farmers become
busy. The entire house-hold, wife ‘and children, and even neighbours and
friends join the farmer in his field with sickles in hand cutting the grain.
Harvesting time is a season of joy. It is, in fact, the harvest of the rewards
of one’s hard work. :

Even before the sun rises, the farmer and his wife with a number of
hired farm workers go to the field to reap the grani, It takes a full day or
two to do the harvesting, threshing, wipnowing and then taking the load home
in carts. Until the entire work is completed, the farmer and his family stay
in the ficld in a temporary shed or tent where they cook, eat and slesp. It
is an outing that they enjoy as if we enjoy a picnic.

As the reapers are at work, they gaily sing many songs with laughter
and merriment. This makes their work light and less tiresome. The farmer
feeds all the workers well and pays for their labour ungrudgingly in cash and
in kind.

Even the farm animals are with them grazing near the field. The sight
of all these is & feast to the eye of the on-lgoker.
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During the barvest season, one could see all the fields full of people at
work. In one field, a group reaps; in another, a group threshes; in another
one, they winnow and still in another one, the grains in sacks are loaded
in carts for taking them home, There is a lot of movement in all the fields
with the young and the old at work.

Once the hapvesting is over and the crops are taken home, the fields once
more become one vast expanse of land as a grazing ground until the next
sowing season begins.

The harvesting scene is beginning to lose its age-old pattern. Modern
_civilisation and the use of tractors have began to take away much of its
natural charm and thrill and the spirit of togetherness and the corporate life
of cur rural community. This community-living of ‘each for all and all for
each’  is our country’s pride. Once destroyed, it can never _be supplied !

Winnowing — to fan to separate the chaff from the grain
Gaily — happily
Merriment — fun-making
Unpgrudgingly -— willingly
Corporate — united
* * %K

JUSTIFY: SOME OF OUR BEST FRIENDS BELONG TO THE
ANIMAL WORLD

Many of us have friends, When we speak of friends, we thiok that they
are like ourselves, men and women. It is true and none can dispute it. We little
realise that we have also some very good friends among the animals as well.
Many believe that animals are just animals with poor iatelligence without the
ability to feel or speak or to act as the humaans. Inspite of their many limitations,
they are better than our human friends.

For instance, let us take the cow! What a useful creature it is! It denies
its milk to its own calf and gives it to us. What a noble sacrifice! And cow’s
milk is a complete food for us and our children. From milk w: get curd, butter
and ghee, The cow's dung, which is really the rasult of the food that we give
it, is a high class manure, The food that we give it is nothing to the quality
of the milk it gives us in return. Most of us dispose our old cows for good
money to the butcher and its flesh is again relished by many. lts hide is used to
make our footware and to make our ceremenial drums Tt is indeed a friend
in need and supplies many of our nceds.
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It is so with the ox, the horse, the buffalo, the goat and the sheep.
Ta: ball, thz horse 21l th: baTilo kelp us to plough our fields and to draw
our carts and cariiages. One may say that tractors and lorries have taken
th:ir place. In recent times when we have fuel shortages and lack the money
to replace expensive motor spares, we find these animals very, very useful.
The goat and the sheep, like the cow, supplies many human wants. We cannot
think of our woollen clothes without the sheep!

The elephaat of our jungle is like a modern-day bull dozer, To the elephant,
no work is hard, heavy or difficult Just think of our national parades and
fastivals without an elephant! Such is its majesty and grandeur. 1ts fusk i5 a
much sought after treasure. :

“The ship of the desert’ as the camel is called is a beast of burden and
a boon to the Arabs who enjoy its milk and flesh as we relish the cow’s
milk and beef. Hence these poor aaimals, dumb, patient, gentle, hardworking
anl seli-less are as much our frieads, if not better than our buman
ones. Without them our lives will be incomplete. They arc tolerant; they
do not complain ; they harbour no ill-will ; perhaps, they forgive and forget
more than the so called humans, Their self-sacrifice for our welfare is immense !

Limitations — short comings
Dispute —  to object or quarrel over
Sacrifice — act of self-denial
Dispose — get rid of; to sell
Relished — enjoyed
‘Cere nonial — that which is used by custom
Boon — a gift
Tolerant — able to endure; bear
I-will - — .unfriendly feeling
* b8 X,

DESCRIBE YOUR VISIT TO THE Z00O AND "I'H.E ANIMALS IN IT

I was in Colombo during the last school vacation. I went there to spend
a week with my uncle, He has two sons and both of them are fond of me.
My cousins and my uncle made my stay quite comfortable. They took me
out almost daily and showed me many places of interest. One of the places
I was taken to was the Zoological Garden at Dehiwela. We speat nearly six
hours at the Zoo. To me, it was a wonderful sight.
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One need not go to the jungle to waich the animals. One could see a lot
of them there. One could even see some of the animals not found in our land,
One can spend several hours watching the animals in the Zoo, their beduty.-
moods and habits. It is not easy to say in words the marvellons beauty of some
of the creatures in the animal kingdom. One should personally see it. This is
possible only in the Zoo.

I saw a host of monkeys gathered from various parts of the world like the
black moukeys, the white monkeys, the gorrillas without tails, the apes like human
beings walking on two legs, the chimpanzees, the Orangoutans and the large dog.
like baboons. They vary in colour, shape and size. All these monkeys could
imitate the actions of the on-lookers.

Our king of the jungle, the elephant, is ths largest and strongest of all
the animals in the Zoo. It is indeed a curious one with its thick legs, huge sides
and back, large hanging ears, small tail. little eyes, long, white tusks and above
all its lorg nose, called the trunk. The trunk scrves the elephants as a nose, and
as a long arm and hand. lt ¢ould pick up even a small pin with its trunk, The
elephants at the Zoo are well-traived and they entertain the visitors with their
~many tricks and physical eXercises.

The other interesting animals in the Zoo are the lion, the giraffe with
its long neck and legs, the panther, the Kangaroo jumping about on its
strong hind legs with a pouch for carrying its young, the hippopotamus
and the rhinoceros. There are also leopards, bears and wolves — all ferocious
creatures kept in strong cages.

In the bird section, one could sece a variety of them like cranes, parrots,
flamingos, peacocks, swans, the ostrich, the emu and a host of others. What
appeals to us most in the bards is the nch colour and beauty of their feathers,
It is a feast to the eye.

In fact, it is in the Zoo one realises how great the Creator is. - Man
may pride in his form and beauty but the natural beauty of the animal
world surpasses the cosmetic beauty of the human beings.

Marvellous — wonderful
Imitate — to mimic; to reproduce
Ferocious  — fierce
Surpasses — exceeds
Cosmetic — the artificial aids -of beauty .
% * e

— 10
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 WHO ARE BFGGARS? WHY DO THEY BEGY HOW DO THEY LIVE?
SUGGEST WAYS IN WHICH THE BEGGAR PROBLEM COULD BE SOLVED

Ths beggars or “The Darithira Narayans” as Swami Vivekanda Kindly
called them are a forgoiten people. They have no homes or any earthly
belongings. They have no kith er kin. There is none to care for them; there
is none to speak or work for their welfare. They are a sorry sight. There
are child beggars and old beggars. Sometimes a whole family go begging, Some
beggars suffer from incurable discases; some are blind or deaf or dumb
crippled. They freely roam about in sun and shower. We could see them all
over in our towns, cities, temple and market-squares and in all public places.
The old and the sickly lie about on atreet corners or sidewalks,

Their only business is to beg for their food. They get up as the sun
rises and go about begging for food and money. They eat whatever they get;
they are not choosey, They have wonderful ways of begeing. Some ory:
some sing; some dance; some beggars form small groups and go about singing in
chorous, There are some who come and wait at the door-steps and
stare at the inmates of the house to win their sympathies. If- the people
refuse to give them anything, they grin, cry and wail. Like all else, beggars
also live by their wits!

As the sun sets, they retive to a quite corner and spend the night. They
are Nature’s children. Summer’s heart, winter’s biting cold and the pouring
rain do not affect their health. The earth is the floor and the sky is
the roof of their houses.

Some are able-bodied béggars. They deserve no sympathy, They beg
for they are lazy. Some of these able-bodied beggars turn out to be pick-
pickets, thieves and swindlers. People must be careful of such beggars.

The presence of beggars in a modern society is an eye-sore; a blot on
our civilisation. Itis the prime duty of the Government, both central and

local and the people to wipe out beggary. It can be done; it must be dones
All genuine beggars who are old and sickiy niust be cared for in poor house.

where they must be fed and clothed well. The sick must be treated. All the
child begsars must be schooled and taught a trade or vocation for them to
live by on their own when they grow-up. The able-bodied must be rouaded
up and rehabilitated. Begging by anyone ~must be made ualawful. Beggars
are poor and powerless, We must feel and work for them. It is our duty. We
must work for their salvation. Servicc unto the weak, is service unto God.
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Earthly «  belonging to life
Kith or kin — familiar friends and relatives
‘Sidewalks - navements
Eye-sore — gomething that is unpleasant to the sight
Blot- — a stain; a scar
Prime .+ — chief; main
- Wipe — emove; abolish
Genuine A — actual; real
* | *

A GREAT MAN OF OUR TIVIES

Nine out of every ten would name Mahatma Gdﬂdhl as a great man
of this century. His greatness will last the end of time. He belongs to that
galaxy of saints and leaders who have influenced mankind by their thoughts,
words and deeds. Some call GandEu a superman, some call him a saint and
some say that he is a “reincarnation of a Divine soul like Lord Krishna or
Christ, the King; or Sri Rama or Lord Buddah. All regard bim as a messiah
of the twentieth century, He was an apostle of non-violence. He led a nation
from bondage to freedom. He fought for the poor, the weak, the oppressed,
the depressed and the suppressed. He was a man of peace and prayer. Even
bls SHCHIIBQ mies loved and respected him Unlike a Napoleon or & Hitler, he had
no army. He hated war and deadly weapuns. His only weapons were love
and dharma, He loved and understood friend and foe alike. He was no fapatic;
he was no hot-head. He was a smpie man who led a s;mpl@ ilfe

This frail, weak man, Mohandas Karamc&apd Gandh1 the son of a Divan
was born on October 2, 1869 and died on January 30, 1948. Complctmg “his
secondary educatlon in India, he went to England and qualified himself as a

Barrister.,

Gandhi’s life can be divided into two distinet periods. The first half of his
active service from 1893 to 1913 was spent in South Africa, As a result, he
underwent untold sufferings.

Returning to India from South Africa in 1913, he began his fight for India’s
~ freedom from British rule. He was the architeet of India’s Freedum using
Ahimsa Myagraha as his sole weapons. The might of the British
"Empire had to bow down with grace > before this man of peace and praver.
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/ Gandhi was not only a great political leader ; he was also a great social,
educatlonal and economic reformer. Hs fought agamst untouchability, he
called the untouchables ‘ Harijans’ which means ° the children of God’. He
labcured to the very end to serve the poor and th&hungry He worked for
their welfare; he prayc.d for their good Jife. The Sevagraham which he
established on the banks of the River Sabarmathi is 2 living testimony to
his ideals,

s/ This frail, simple man of God, iove and peace became the Father of the
/Andian Nation, He was indeed a Mahatma, But his ead came in a tragic
way. It shocked ali; everywhcre A man who was a Prince of Peace, who
loved and served all, who hated nons, a divine soul. was assasinated by a
fagatic youth, a communal and religious hot-head, by the name of Nathu
Ram Vinayak Godse. It was a shameful, cowardly, inhuman act! Tt shocked
the world, All humanity gueved ; it iz stifl grawmg' When he died, Shri Nehru,
Lhe first Pr1m<= Minister of India said, ‘the Wparted\;‘and
Elens‘fem, the great scientist - proclaimed, ("eneratlons to come would scarce
belicve that there ever trod a man in flesh and blood on this earth as the
Mahatma ¥, How true ! Whence come another! :

Galaxy — a brilliant group
Reincarnation — rebirth
Messiah — a prophet, a deliverer
Apostle — one chosen by God
Bondage - glavery
Foe — gnemy
Fanatic — a person who has wrong religious beliefs
Distinect — clear :
Architect — builder, maker
Testimony = proof
Assasinated — killed for political reasons
Scarce — rarely ; hardly
Trod —  walked
¥ ¥ *

A HERO IN HISTORY

Many great men have appeared from time to time and have served man-
kind. ©One such was Abraham Lincoln, one of the greatest presidents of the
‘United States of America. He was in everyway a teplica of Mahatma Gandhi.
He came from the masses and always remained a man of the people. -

5F
e
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Abraham Lincoln was born in 1809 in Kentucky. He was born in poverty.
He did not have much sghooling. No college or university or legal faculty had
any part in shaping his powers. Society gave him nothing, But, he was born
great; God had created him for a purpose.

He was the son of a carpenter; his father was a never-do-well. His house
was a log cabin but he ended up at the White House. His food was coarse
bread and his bed was made of dirty straw. His early life was, indecd, miserable,
He did many odd jobs in his youth,” He was once a village . postmaster and
Jater a country surveyor. ]

He was not satisfied with his lot. Later, he qualified himself as a country
lawyer by private study. As a lawyer, he was a failare; he was not an artfu]
pleader., Indeed, it was said that he could argue well only those cases in the
justice of which he believed. Only the poor clients went to him and so he
refused to accept the small fee they offered him. Such was his hemaneness !

In 1834 he entered politics. At first he was elected to the Illinois legislature.
' He took his political mission seriously. During his time slavery was rife in the
‘southern states. He fought hard to end slavery and when he became presldent
of America, he emancipated all the slaves, The southerners did not waat to ‘abolish
slavery. They wanted to break away. They started firing and. notmg A civil
war broke out. The North rose as one man under Lincoln: They fought the
war and saved the Union of the country, s o

Lincoln’s speeches and writings are famops even today. - His Gettysburg
speech was a superb piece of oratory. His definition of democracy as “a govern-
ment of the people, by the people and for the people’ is still considered the
best. i

Poor Lincoln was not, to live long to see the fruits of his labour, Like
Mahatma Gandhi, he was assa.smated by a fanatic in the Southern cause,
named John W:lkea Booth.

The entire world mourned the loss of this great statesman, lover and liberator
of mankind. - Civilisation will hold him in perpetwal honour! Indeed, he wasg
the greatest american next to George Washington : :

Miserable — wretched

Humaneness - full of feelings for mankmd
Rife — wide spread

Emancipated -— set free

Perpetual — for ever ; everlasting

* * - - #
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“TUITION CENTRES ARZ VERY NECESSARY; WITHOUT THEM
OUR EDUCATION CANNOT PROGRESS”

In a debate on the above subject, state your arguments eithr for or

against ir. Give at least two reasons. e

( FOR )

We have too many tuition centres everywhere, in towns, villages and
even close to our schools and colleges, They are full of students; all the
 time, all the year round. Parents, both rich and poor, spend a lot of moncy
and send their children to the tuition centres. Surely there must be good
re4sons.

Parents want their children to do well in life, They want them to study
for a profession, To enter a profession, one must enter a University. Entering
a university is an up-hill task, A pupil hasto face a stiff, competitive test.
Thousands sit the test anmually. Only a few hundreds are selected.  The lucky
few arc those who have gone through the intensive coaching in tutories, The

lucky few themselves give the credit to their tnition centres. The teachers in

the tuition centres are specialists; they are hand-picked by the Managers of
tuition centres. They do good werk. They cover the syllabus; they give
Notes, Model Questions and Answers on . the examination pattern, Most of
our schools do not strain so much or do nothing!

Most schools and colleges today suffer from many ills otherwise why
should even little children in our primary schools flock to tuition ceatres?

Student A attending school B says that his class has no teacher to do
subject C ever since the one who did it has retired.

Student F from school G says that Mathematics and English are not
well-taught in his class, 39

~ Pupils like the above in schools like B and (G have good reasons to
go to tuition-centres. '

One need not labour hard for reasons, Ewen School Heads and Teachers
pick and choose tuition centres and send their own children to them!

Profession ¢ work for which special education or
training is required.
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Up-hill task — work needing hard work
Annually —  yearly :
Intensive — deep and thorough
Hand-picked ~« carefully selected or chosen

* * *
( AGAINST)

It is high time, all tuition centres were banned by law. They damage
our pupils socially, morally and educationally. They create imbalanee in society.

Tuition centres take in all types of students from all over. Hence, pupils
are exposed to all kinds of behaviour. Tuition centres do not bother about
character-training or discipline, Their sole aim is coaching for examinations
for good results, The growing indiscipline in schools, colleges and universities
is the result of learning without values.

A School is 1ot like a tuition centre. It is has its system and rules
It is a place where character and values are taught. Its many activities aim
at developing the entire personality of the child. It does not merely prepare
students for examinations. It prepares them for life. This aspeet of education
is ignored in a tuition centre. For instance, a school begins its day’s work
with an assem> ly, with prayer and pep talks by teachers and pupils to bud
up morals. Tuition centres have none of it!

The actual foundation for good iearning in done in a school. Without
this base, no coaching at any level can be done in a tuition centre

All the unhealthy competitions in examinations are duz to the taition
centres. No system can hinder - a talented or hard-working student, Tuition
or no-tuition, he or she will make the grade, Good work in schools is
‘more than sufficient. '

Passing an examiration and gaining higher marks alone is not everything
in life. A student may pass examinations and become a graduate in the
arts or sciences or of medicine, law or eagineering But that alone does.
not make one an educated person in the true sense! What's the wuse of
winning & Kingdom while losing one’s Soui?
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A school is the ideal plica for education; not tuition hoases and
cram shops. If there are defects in our schools, we can compel fhe schools
to remedy them. If School Heads and teachers are unfit or indifferent, they
can be removed. We have enough qualified persons, ideal and gified, to
take their places. Aren’t all the expert tuition masters come from our schools?
Our schools must make the best use of them. They and their talents need
our recognition ! '

Let us not blame tuition centres. Let us improve the quality of our
schools and teachers. If this is done, tuition centres would disappear like
the tail of a snake! Tuition centres can never replace schools. They are
no substitutes for schools. | '

Recognition -~ approval ; acceptance

Morally — relating to character and conduct
Create — cause, bring about
Imbalance  — upset ; disorder
Merely — simply ; only
© Pep talks — that which tones up :; encourages
Talented — having great ability
Sufficient — enough
Compel — _ to use force
¥ ¥ ¥

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A THOUSAND RUPEE NOTE.

I narrate my story from a steel box in a strong room in the Central Bank
of Sri Lanka. 1 am confined to this box like a prisoner for the last six
months along with many others of my family. I had never thought that I
would come to this unhappy plight. All my hopes and dreams of my worth
and value have proved false, Such is my bitter fate!

I belong to that great and powerful family called * Money ™. The members
" of my family are always honoured and valued by both Kings and commoners.

I was born handsome in the year 1979 with thousands of others at Bradbury
Wilkinsons in the United Kingdom with tens of thousands of others. I wag
sent to Sri Lanka along with the others in my family to play a big part in in-
creasing the prosperity of this country. Everyone in Sri Lanka admired and
adored me. They spoke of my colour and grace as if I were a Prince Royal.
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Within a week of my arrival, | was ceremoniously releassd by the Central
Bank of Sri Lanka to the Bank of Ceylon. A day after my arrival at the
Bank of Ceylon, 1 was given to 2 big officer as part of his salary packet.
The proud officer took me home in his car and introduced ms to his beauti-
ful wife. As soon as she saw me, she took me in her lovely hands and
gave me a lovely kiss which I still feel and remember. For nearly two
months she had me with her and then her fancy for me began fo wane.
One day she ‘took mé to a city shop and exchanged me for a lovely sari.

My fortune began to change for the worse from that day. The merchant
passed me on to another customer of his the very next day. The customer
in turn passed me on to a clerk who in turn gave me %o a farmer. From

the farmer I went into the hands of a lorry driver. In this way, 1 was
changed hands a thousand times; I began to lose colour and grace and 1
was a bit seiled too. Ultimately I went into the hands of a coolie. The
poor coolic was quite fond of me and he did not want to part with me. He
put me in a plastic purse and kept me in a wooden box in his hut,

I was therz for six months when one night his hut cavght fire. The
hut was ablaze. The coolie could not remove the box where I was or his
other meagre belongings. All the reighbours came running and fought hard
to put out the fire. After the fire was put down, the ccolie ran in to remove
the box. The box was partly burnt. The flames had got into the box and
burnt some of the things in it. As I was in a plastic bag, I was not burnt
but I was blackened. The coolic was very sad. He spoke to a teacher who
lived closeby about my condition. The teacher consoled him and took him
to the locai Bank. As I was only blackened with no other damage, the

Bank Manager took me and gave the ceolie my full worih in hundred rupee
notes. '

As [ was no longer suitable for circulation, I was sent to the Central
Bank where I was on my arrival from London. Everyone here say that Iam
condemned and that [ am to be burnt soon. That's my fate ! Life is but an
empty dream ! The path of glory leads but to the grave. Let my misery
not make you sad. This is my lot. Believe me, I am glad to be out of this
world, Be good and do good to all as I did. Good bye!

Narrate — tell

Commoners — the ordinary people
Prosperity —  wealth

~ Adored — worshipped with love

— 11
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Ceremoniously — officially ; formally

Wane — to become less

Ultimately ~ — at last ; finally

Soiled — became dirty
. Ablaze -~ burn by fire

Meagre - poor ; very little

Consoled - comforted

Condemned — punished

* * *

EVILS OF DRINKING—HOW DOES IT AFFECT THE PERSON WHO
DRINKS—HIS HOME AND THE COMMUNITY—HOW COULD THIS
- EVIL BE REMOYED

" Drinking—it rnins the person who drinks. It makes him a brate. It
spurs him to many other evils like lying, begging, gambling, stealing, fighting
and even killing people. A liquor-addict, a drunkard, loses his health, wealth
and all that is dear to man. Nothing is sacred to a miserable drunkard.
He forgets his duties to his parents, wife and children. He becomes a pest;
a nnisance to all. All hate him and shun him including his dear wife and
children. Sometimes, he loses his job and becomes unemployed. When his
income fails, he begs or steals or sells everything at home, includiug his
wife’s jewels to find the money for his drink.

What a great tragedy that many homes are rnined by a drunken hus-
band and father! The poor wife and children face untold miseries. Sometimes
a wife or a child becomes mad or commits suicide! Quite often a person
who drinks neglects his famity. The children are not cared for. They starve,
suffer and become sick. The Schooling of children gets disrupted, The
children feel shy to face other children. Their future becomes bleak,

Even a community suffers if its persons are addicted to liquor. This
is very common in working class communities. Drunkards are no respecters
of persons They do mnot care for law or order or moral coaduct. They
fight with all. They disturb the peace. They mar the happiness of all. In

some communities, the entire family is addicted to liquor. That becomes a
great tragedy;! . _

All religions condemn drinking as one of the deadly sins. Still, more
and more are getting used to this habit. [t is the duty of the State and
all religious and welfare bodies to act firmly to root out this evilL The
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Health and Education Departments must work jointly to curb this evil
It will be a boon if the manufacture and sale of liquor is prohibited as is

done in some lands., Mass campaigns with the aid of lectures, plays and other

activities must be used to spotlight the many evils of drinking. All drunkards
must be rehabilitated.

Society has a share in fighting this evil, Silence and inaction will cause
more "and more harm affecting the lives of all—the good and the bad,

Ruins ~— destroys

Brute — an animal _
Liquor-addict — a person who habitually drinks
Nuisance - causing trouble or mischief
Tragedy - ~ something sad :
Disrupted — broken up

Bleak -  cheerless

Curb — a check

Boon -~ a bilessing

i %

HOW I WOULD ORGANISE A SCHOOL EXHIBITION IF I WERE
ASKED TO DO IT

If T were asked to organise an Exhibition in my school, I would form a
committee to be in charge of the exhibition. The committee would consist
of students from all the classes from Grade Six up to the G.C.E, Advanced
Level. I would also get some teachers of the school who teach the physical
and Social Sciences to give us the necessary advice and guidance. The Principal

of the school would be the Patron of this committee, | would be the
Organising Secretary, :

We would go to the parents, old students and well-wishers for financial
help to meet the cost of running the exhibition. I every parent and well

wisher contributed his or her mife, we would have enough money to meet
the cost.

The exhibits would be prepared by the students on the various subjects.
Our teachers would give all the assistance, Pictures, charts, models and every
other item that would make our exhibition would be on display. This
exhibition would have materials on youth and society, on health and environment,
on developments in our coantry in the field of education, Agriculture, Industry.
Commerce and Trade. There would be exhibits and information on the activities
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of the UN.O., U.N.ES.C.O. and other international bodies. There would be
maps and pictures on the Geography and History of our country. Groups

of two, three or even five or six students would be asked to prepare the
exhibits under the various heads. :

The exhibits would be such that they educate and instruct the students.
They would be such that they increase and improve the knowledge of our
pupils. Even students from other schools would have much to learn and
profit from this exhibition. '

T would inform all schools in the circuit about the exhibition. I
would hold the exhibition for three days. The Director of Education would
be given the honour fo declare the exhibition open.

I would have a panel of men of learning snd experienced teachers to
select the best exhibits. All such exhibits would be awarded prizes and
certificates, This would be a recognition. of talent and merit among the
pupils who prepared the exhibits.

If sufficient funds were available, I would bring out an exhibition souvenir
as a lasting momento,

If 1 organised an exhibition in the above lines, 1 would win the praise
of all in the school community. '

Financial -~ having to do with mouey.

Mite -~ any sam willingly given

Display e show :

Panel — a body of selected men

Recognition — agceptance

Souvenir -~ an object to keep in memory
¥ A® ¥

IMAGINE YOU ARE THE SECRETARY OF THE YOUTH CLUB OF
YOUR AREA. WRITE OUT THE REPORT YOQU WILL SUBMIT AT ITS
ANNUAL MEETING, LIST ALL ITS ACIIVIT!ES FOR THE YEAR UNDER
REVIEW.

I have pleasure in submlttlng the Annual Report of the club for the
period under review.



85

Our total membership now stands at 320; 75 of whom joined us during
the year under review. This increase in membership has given us added
strength and faith in our future progress.

We had three general meetings. The Committee met regularly every
month on the first Sunday of each month,

The Benefit Show organised by the club brought us Rs. 5600/- after
meeting all the expenmses, This sum was spent to improve the Reading Hall
and for the purchase of two hundred books on various subjects. Qur library
now is better-stncked, well-run and well-used by all the members. The Club
continues to buy two dailies and five monthly magazines.

We had a special meeting on the 2 nd of August to bid farewell to our
popular Government Agent, Mr. S, S. Janapiriya who had been a source of
great encouragement to us in many of our activities, The special grant of
Rs. 5000/- which he gave us to complete our club hall needs special mention.
We are grateful to him for this assistance.

O6r &l ‘has taken part in all the Shramadana activities in the areat
conducted by the Rural Development Socicty.

The improvement to the playground is being held up for want of funds.
A grant from the Local Council of the area in expected for this purpose.

: 1 wish to place on record our appreciation for the co-operation extended
to us by every member of the club and by the citizens of the arca. We thank
them all.

M. N. OLIVER

Secretary :
ABC YOUTH CLUB
Navagama.

Submitting: to place with respect

Encouragement: support

Held up: delayed

Appreciation: a feeling of joyful thanks
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A GRAND CELEBRATION AT HOME

sy Grand father, my mother’s father, is the oldest Jiving member in
our family. He is now eighty-one years old. - Last year we cclebrated his
eightieth birthday on a grand scale. My grand father did not like the
idea at all but we all insisted on celebrating it in a fitting manner.

We invited all our friends and relations, We also invited all the old folk
in our village who are poor. We prepared a lot of delicacies for the party.
My mother, my sister and I spent days in making all the arrangements;
father gave us the money and also bought all the things we needed.

‘The great day arrived. It was a Friday. As we all got up, we went
straight into our grandpa’s bedroom and wished him Many, Many Happy
Returns. The main  verandah was decorated for the occasion and special
chairs were hired to accommodate the visitors,. We had our bath and also
helped Grand pa to have a nice bath; he dressed himself in new clothes, a
verti, a shawl and a shirt, all made of silk. Then we accompanied Grandpa
to the temple where we had arranged a special service, After the temple
pooja, we returned home and had our breakfast.

At 4 p.m. the birthday party began. There were songs and dances by
me and my friends; All were served with all the sweet-meats and delicacies®
There was fruit salad, soft drinks and tea for all. —We got down two
cameramen to take photographs. Some of the distingnished invites made
speeches wishing grandpa many more years of heaith and happmess Our
Grandpa made a brief reply and thanked all

it was really a very grand occasion for all us and for Grandpa. To
cvery poor visitor who graced the occasion, Grandpa gave either cash or
clothes and made them happy. Our Grandpa means much to us, He has
given us everything he had. Above all, he is a guide to us; his words of
wisdom keep us on the right path. We have a feeling that without Grandpa
our daily life would be incomplete.

Grandpa on his own does not believe in birthday parties or celebrations
but he had to agree to make us all happy. Indeed, all of us enjoyed
the day. ' :

Insisted — urged ; pressed strongly
Folk - people
Delicacies — choice food
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Accommodate - to have room for
Accompanied -— went with

Distinguished - well-known
Brief — short
x o * .4

A STORY I HAVE READ AND ENJOYED
FROM A RELIGIOUS BOOK,

There are many stories in religious books. Our Puranas or Epics are
full of them. Each story has a moral behind it. There is one story that tells.
of a very rich lady who had lost all that she had and became very poor.

In her youth, she was wealthy; she was a beauty; she was married to 4
rich man; she had a number of lovely and lovable children. Her house was
known to all. In short, her family had everything.

By a strange turn of fortune, she began to lose everything she had. Her
husband died at sea. He was going to another country taking with him all the -
gold he had, to do some business. Since he died suddenly at sea, no one knew
what had become of all the wealth he had taken with him.  The death of
the husband and the loss of all the gold he took with him made the family
become poor by and by, The lady had to sell all the lands she had to bring
up the children. At this time, there was a wild out-break of cholera in the
village, It took  toll of many lives. The poor ladv’s children, one after
another, died of this disease.

Ever after this calamity, the lady was left all alone. All her wealth had
gone. Her house that was a mansion was no more. She came to live in 2
hut. She had lost all attachment, She spent her time in prayer and penance.
Her only comfort now was a cow-calf which she cared for with all tenderness.
To her, the cow-calf was everything.  She looked after it asif it was her child.
The calf followed her wherever she went. Both were inseparable. One day the calf
got a very bad fit and died. '

The poor lady became miserable; she cursed herself; she cursed all; she
cursed even the Gods for all her misfortuncs. She went to the temple where
she usually goes to pray and bemoaned her bitter fate. Just then God appear.
ed to her and told her that she was the most beloved of Him. He had snapped
her final attachment to the only thing she had in the world and that she
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would syon bs with Him to enjoy the etermal bliss. God told her that
attachment to weilth an_d worldly objects keeps one away from Him.

The moral behind this story is that the Gates in Heaven do not open
to one who has passion and love for worldly things and that all one’s
sufferings here are a means to one’s salvation; hence all our sufferings here lead us
to a better world hereafter.

Epics -~ = long prems describing heroic acts
Moral — that which teaches a lesson :
Toll — loss by death
Calamity - a terrible event
Attachment — a strong iie of friendship or love
Penance — to repent
Tenderness . — loving care
Eternal -~ lasting for ever
Salvation : — for the safety of self.

% * *

HOW I MANAGED TO RECOVER THE MONEY
DUE TO ME FROM A BUS CONDUCTOR AND
HOW 1 THANKED HIM

Once 1 left home in a hurry to go to town. [ went by bus which was
very crowded. When | boarded the bus, I realised that I had no loose cash
with me to pay the fare, I had five hundred rupees, all in hundred rupee
notes. 1 had no choice but to offer a huidred ripee for the fare. The fare
was rupees two. A balance of ninety-eight rupees was due to me. As the bus
was fully-packed. the conductor was on the foot-board.  He wanted me to get
the balance when I got down.

When the bus reached the Central Bus Station, I had forgotten all about
the balance cash due to me. I got down at the bus stind and went to the
Bazaar. It was only after I got to the Bazaar, 1 thought of the balance
cash due to me. Hence I ran back to the Bus Stand hoping to get back my
balance. By the time I reached the Bus Station, the bus had left on
its next trip. For a moment I was perplexed. 1 did not know what io do.
In my anxicty I approached the Time-Keeper and told him what had happened.
The Time Keeper was a middle-aged man and he was very sympathetic to
me. He promised to get back my balance from the conductor when the bus
came back again if my story was true. He told me to meet him two hours
later. '
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When I did so two hours later, the Time Keeper was all smiles. He told
me that I was very lucky and gave me the balance which he had got from
the conductor. The Time Keeper said that it was not every conductor who

would be that honest. The conductor of the bus in which 1 travelled was an
honest man,

I thanked the time-keeper for his assistance and got the name and address
of the conductor from him.

As soon as I got back home. I wrote two letters; one to the conductor
to thank him for his honesty and another to the Head of the Depot in which
the conductor worked commending the admirable honesty and integrity of the
conductor and the help done to me by the Time-Koeper.

I also learnt a good lesson; never to be forgetful or absent-minded
and never to travel by bus without sufficient loose cash !

Perplexed — puzzled ; confused
Approached — met and spoke to; got at
Commending — praising :
Admirable — @xcellent .
Integrity — uprightness

* *x *

AN ACCIDENT [ HAVE SEEN—HOW IT HAPPENED AND WHAT
- I DID TO HELP THE VICTIMS

Accidents on our high ways are now common, Accideats cripple or kili
many. Accidents cause loss to persons and property. A lot of things are said
and done to prevent accidents but the toll on our roads go on. Until and unless
road - users, both drivers and pedestrians are extra-careful, this problem will
remain unsolved. While the size of our roads and highways remain the same

the number of users and vehicles have increased a hundred fold. Hence the
~ problem.

And now to an accident I have seen. Three months ago, 1 was cycling
to school when this accident took place. My own story would have ended on
that day but for a few minutes difference,

I was just a hundred yards away on the main road when a brand-new
Volkswagon overtook me at terrific speed. A young man was at the wheel

and he was in a mighty hurry. Just as he was speeding through, another
12 '



80

came from the opposite direction. It was a Mini-bus and over loaded. There
was a heap of stones by the side of the road and a foolish old man was
sitting heside it as if he had no other placs to rest. As both vehicles over-
took each other, there was a crash and a bang. The car was thrown aside and the
mini-bus went over the heap of stones knocking down the maa and fell into
a culvert nose down. Both the vehicles were damaged; both drivers were
badly hurt; the passengers in the mini - bus were all dazed and had suifered
injuries; and the poor old man who was near the heap of stones was killed.
The driver of the car was bleeding from his head and was simelling of liguor.

There were shouts and cries of agony and pain all over the place. The
asual crowd had collected to watch the ghastly scene. Of course there were
a few good samaritans. [ joined them; we pulled out all the people from the
mini-bus and also the drivers. We did all that we could have done. A gentleman
who came just then in a station wagon rushed all the injured and the wounded
to hospital. Wherever possible we gave first - aid. Luckily everyone had ex-
caped from the jaws of death except the poor old man. Both the vehicles
were badly damaged.

If only both the drivers had been careful and followed the high - way code,
that accident would not have occared. . The old man would still be alive. A lot
of misery and suffering would have been avoided. But it was not fo be-
The mad, mad, world never learns.

Toll — loss by death

Pedestrians persons who go on foot

Dazed — confused

Agony — severe pain

Ghastly -— horrible

Qamaritans — those who feel for others and help them
Code — set of rules ; laws

Occured — happened
ox ¥ X

IMAGINE YOU ARE THE SECRETARY OF THE SCIENCE ASSOCIATION
OF YOUR SCHOOL. WRITE OUT THE SPEECH YOU WILL DELIVER
WELCOMING A GUEST SPEAKER.

Mr. President, Dr. Waidya Guru and my friends,

You have before you, friends, a distinguished speakef this evening who
is also a distinguished old boy of this school. Our pleasure, therefore, is all
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the more greater. It is my pleasant and privileged duty to offer a fond
welcome to Dr. Waidva Guru on behalf of the school and all of us present here,

Dr. Guru has already a name as a very successful physician. His interest
is not only confined to the healing of the sick but extends to many other
social and welfare activities.

It is our gooed fortune, T should think that he has readily consented to
grace us this evening and speak to us on * The Drug Menace . This, I think
veveals his interest in the youth and the school that taught him.

Let me not stand in between him and you who are eager lo listen him,
To You, Sir, we offer a warm and hearty welcome and we are truly proud
to have you here, with us today — a place as familiar to you as it is to us,
Thank you. :

Distinguished — well known
Privileged : — proud and special
Healing : — curing
Reveals — shows
Hearty = deeply felt
* % *

THE VOTE OF THANKS I WOULD DELIVER TO THANK A SPEAKER
IN ONE OF OUR SCHOOL FUNCIIONS,

Mr. President, Dr, Waidya Guru, Friends,

To me has fallen the distinction of expressing our sincere thanks to
the learned speaker here before us, His very presence with us thls evening
is in itself is a great honour to us.

Sir, in the midst of many of your pressing duties that leave you
very little time, you have spent a good part of the evening with us in
token of wyour close nexus with the school of which you are a distinguished
old-boy. Your telk on <The Drug Abuse’ has been quite informative and
revesling. [ think, it has given us a lot of food for thought,

To you, Sir, we are much graieful and on behalf of our school and
our Science Association, [ express to vyou our sincere gratitude for vour
presence and for the very illominatiog talk on a subject that is very
vital at the moment. Thank you so much.
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Distinction — credit or excellence
Informative - giving more knowiedge
Gratitude ~ thankfulness
Tlluminating - something made clear
Vital ~ pecessary for life
I * *

A TOURIST MEETS YOU IN YOUR AREA AND TELLS YOU THAT Hk
WILL SPEND A DAY IN YOUR PLACE, HE ASKS YOU TO TELL HIM OF
SOME OF THE PLACES HE COULD VISIT AND WHERE HE COULD
SPEND THE NIGHT. GIVE HIM PRECISE AND CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS

Good Morning, Sir, You are welcome ! As you can see, this is a typical
country area. There is a famous temple here, the oldest in this district. In
fact, tourists coming this way do not miss it., You could visit that temple ;
you are fortunate, the Annual Festivals are on at that temple, hence, you could
see many other things. This evening there is a grand festival. 1 think you
would enjoy watching this festival and how our devotees pray. You could
take a few snaps if you like. The temple is about a kilometre from here.
"~ You could leg the distance or take a bus -ride from here. On your way you
could see a typical country Fair. Perhaps, you would like to taste some of
our sweet mangoes on sale there. I am sure, you will enjoy secing this fair,
our country crowd and the way things are bought and sold.

You could spend the night, if you want to, in a small hotel in close
proximity to the temple. It is fairly clean and cheap and the service quite
courteons, 1 am sure you will enjoy your stay there. And if you mean to
travel from there to Colombo, the Railway station is a stone’s throw from
the hotel. 1It’s really five minutes walk. You could take the morning train
to Colombo. I hope, I have been of some help to you; wish you an
enjovable stay! Good-bye!

Typical — rteal; to be exact
Proximity -- nearness
Courteous — polite
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"ONE DAY YOU RETURNED HOME VERY LATE IN THE EVENING.
YOUR FATHER WAS RATHER ANGRY AND ASKED YOU,
«“ Why are you so very late, boy?”

WRITE DOWN EXACTLY WHAT YOU TOLD HI, Use the Direct Speech

Daddy, 1 am so very sorry for coming late, I couldn’t help it. We
are having a visitor tomorrow from Colombo He is invited by the school
to speak to the pupils and the teachers. Even parents and old -students
are welcome. So our principal wanted our class to arrange the Hall for
the occasion after school. He entrusted the job to me and to two others. So
we stayed after school and arranged the stage and the hall with the
necessary decorations, This work took more than an hour, and by the
time we finished the job the principal wanted all of us to have tea. So
we had to stay for another half-an-hour. This is why [ am very late in
returning home. Here’s the notice inviting the parents as well to this function
tomorrow at 9 am. Perhaps you thought that I was wasting my time some
where after school; certainly not so, Daddy. T am sorry if I have kept you
worried and in suspense.

Entrusted — to be given the care of
+ : * *

THE SPEECH I WOULD MAKE INTRODUCING ME AND MY
COUNTRY AT AN INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CAMP OVERSEAS FOR
- PEACE AND PROGRESS

My dear friends,

T bring you the Sincere Greetings of all the Youth of Sri Lanka
an island nation in The Indian Ocean, a republic, a member of the British
Commonwealth and of the non-aligned group.

My country is multi-racial, multi-religious and multi-lingual The English
language links all the people while Sinhala and Tamil are the _national
~ languages. We are a democracy. We are heir to an ancient civilisation, as old
as two thousand five hundred years. Sri Lanka has the highest literacy rate
in the third world. Fducation and Health Services are free to all. It is
developing fast in every sphere of activity My country is famous for its
jea, gems and elephants, It has all the blessings of Nature and all modern
facilities. It is also a tourist paradise.
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Now about me: I am a High School student selected out of some
hundreds of applicants to represent my country at this Youth Camp, [ am
from a middle-class home and my father is a farmer. I want to become a
doctor; I like to serve all, particularly, the poor and the weak, My hobby
is writing short stories. I play foot-ball and cricket. I am also interested in
music.

My ideal in life is to work for a United World. Poet Tagore of India
and other great minds dreamt of a world where the mind is without fear
and the head is held high: where knowledge is free and men have not lost
their reason. We are the citizens of the morrow. We must resolve to work
for a better world, a brave new world, where all enjoy all the blessings of
good life. What the world needs today is peace, freedom, meals for the
hungry and not missiles, bombs and arms that kill people, We must go the
Gandhi way and the Lincoln way with love and compassion in our hearts
and work for the happiness of all. This should be the role of the youth
of today to whatever country they may belong! '

I am glad to be here at this Internatiopal group. It is my wish and
praver that this camp enlightens us all on the need of the hour and spur us
to work for peace, plenty and harmony. Thank you.

Literacy — ability to read and write
Particularly — - specially
Morrow — the future
Resolve — to decide firmly
Compassion — pity
Harmony — agteement; understanding
* * ' *

WHO IS A TRUE GENTLEMAN?

~ We usually call any man a gentleman. We do not bother to find ouvt
whether he is good or bad; polite or impolite; gentle or rough. The word
‘gentleman’ in its special sense refers to a man with a nobility of character
and other sterling qualities,

A true gentleman, some say, is born and not made. Such a one will
‘not ‘pain others by his thoughts, words or acts. He is kind and considerate
to all. He derives a lot of pleasure in helping others. He will not harm
anyone; even his enemies. He is honest and truthful. He does not g
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after fame or power. He is not a social climber. He does not care for
status symbols. He has fixed policies and principles to guide him. He wiil
not change or sacrifice them. He has a high sense of seclferespect. He is

not afraid to speak out his mind. He is always ready to help the poor
and the needy.

Many of us have wrong ideas of the qualities that make one a gentleman.
We consider the rich, the educated, the influeatial and high officials as
gentlemen. All these form the exterior qualities of a man. These aloas do
not make one a pgentleman. Sometimes a poor, unletfere! man may be a
gentleman if his inner qualities are refined. We make a mistake and cali the
poor as just plain men. This is, indeed, a wrong yard-stick. Any man
who has all the superior qualities of hsad and heart is a gentle man.
Such a man hasa distinet’ place in society. Every one of us can try to reach
the standards of a gentleman if we are keen.” The worth of a gentleman
is greater than wealth or power.

Sterling - — god-like

Considerate — thoughtful

Influential — to have infiluence over others
Unlettered — uneducated

Yard-stick = — measure

Distinct — clear

* * *

WHO GO ON STRIKE? WHY? IS IT JUSTIFIABLE? HOW CAN
IT BE AYERTED ?

Whenever a body of workers ““down tools ” or walk out of their work
places in protest, there is said to be “a strike’! Strikes have now become
common in many countries. Almost every week newspapers carry news of
strikes both in the government and in the private sector. Even doctors, teachers
and university students go on strike which was unheard of a few years ago.

When differences occur over pay and conditions of service between the
employzrs and the employees the latter resort to strikes. Sometimes emplovees
resort to strikes on flimsy grounds. Political parties and Trade Unions are
always ready to support a strike to promote self or narrow interests, :
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A strike becomes justifiable when the employers do not care to provide
their workers with decent wages and basic comforts that add to their efficiency.
Some private factories and industries exploit their workers. They get them to
do maximum work and pay minimum wages, Most employers make huge
profits and do not have the heart to share even a little portion of their profits
with their workers who toil for it.

On the other hand a strike that is politically inspired must be condemned.
Workers in the esseatial services like 'the Harbour, Transport, Communication,
Medicine or Education must not resort to strikes. Their strike will affect an
entire nation and its people. Strikers sometimes resort to violence. They

damage the plants and machinery in their work places. This sometimes lead
to loss of lives.

As far as possible every institution in a country must satisfy their workers.
They must try their best to avoid strikes, This could be done if all workers
are well-paid and treated justly. A strike must be a last weapon. It must
not be the first. It must not make a country and its people suffer. Workers
must become partners in all the activities. Their just demands must be given.
There must be co-operation and coaciliation between the employers and the em-

‘ployees. In this way many strikes could be avoided. Workers’ unions must
act with a sense of responsibility.

Down tools — to stop work
Flimsy — weak '
Decent —  proper ; good
Efficiency — producing better result ; work
Exploit — to make full use of
Condemned — blamed
Essential -——  necessary
Conciliation — good-will; friendship
* S

A COUSIN OF YOURS FROM COLOMBO IS HOLIDAYING WITH YOU
IN YOUR VILLAGE, HE ASKS YOU, “Could yom please tell me about
o ] your school 2"
WRITE DOWN ALL THAT YOU WILL TELL HIM IN A REAL
SITUATION ' ' :

Well, it's a rural school, mixed, and one of the oldest in this circuit.
It was onc of the earliest English schools where my father and his brother
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and sister studied. But it is not as famous as the city schools. This is
because the rich and the bright ones attead the urban ones. Ours is
there for the not =30 - bright and the not - so -rich. Anyway, 1 cannot seg
 anything wrong with my school. We have equally good teachers and classes
up to the “A” Level. We have all facilities ; there is nothing to gramble about.
Our library and laboratories are quite all nght Our playground is, perhaps,
larger than those in town colleges: We have all the activities like scouting,
guiding, dancing, musio, dramatics and even gardening,

Just now we have over 1400 pupils on roll with about forty teachers,
all quite good. Our examination results, specially in the A/L classes are nog
that good as in the urban ones for the simple reason, as I have already
said, we do not have brilliant pupils attending ours. They flock to the big ones
in the city. That gives them some prestige,

Our results, howevcr, are not that bad. Even last year, four students
entered the University from our school; but no one was selected for medicine
or engineering.

Our lads and lasses do well in sporis and games. Our girls became
District  Net-ball Champions last year. The boys, year after year, do wel
at the District Athletic Meet ; much better than the boys in leading city
schools.

If you try to judge my school on its examination results alone, there
isn’t much to boast of. In every other respect our school is as good as
the ones in towns, In fact our students are better disciplined and quite
diligent. I think 1 can be proud of my school. If you like, T can take you
to my school on Monday, You can see it for yourself,

LY

Grumble - to complain
Prestige = — fame ; reputation
Diligent — hard-working

% E * %
A PLACE OF PILGRIMAGE IN SRILANKA

Sri Lanka has a number of places of pilgrimage like Adam’s peak in
the Central Hills. The Madhu Church in the North and the Hills of Katragama,
the abode of Lord Skantha, in the south, Thousands upon thousands, the
~ rich, the poor, the old, the young, the educated and the uneducated flock to

- =13
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‘these places to pray, to fulfil a vow and to receive the blessings of the
Gods, What is amazing is that all these places are revered and venerated
by all races professing the various faiths, Here Buddhists and Hindus,
Christians and followers of Islam meet and pray in all solemmty Here
nothing dw1dcs them; here all are oneg !

Katragama attracts all.  There is a temple, a vihara and a mosque.
Pilgrims worship at all these places without any distinction, There is a
kind of spiritual magoetism that binds all. The Sylvan Abode of Lord Skanda
with the Menik Ganga flowing by heals all, comforts all and takes away all

the mental snd physical pain of everyone. All pious pilgrims and devotees
confess that a pilgrimage to Katragama cures all their pains, sorrows and

give them a new lease of life. Many gratefully admit that vows made to
the Guardian Deity at this sylvan shrine and fulfilled brighien their lives.

During The High Festival season at Katragama, one could see people of
all ages, men, woman and children dancing and singing in a trance. There
are hundreds of Kavadi bearers dancing to the rhythm of drums and music
in a state of divine ecstasy.

Katragama is famous for its fire-walking c'eremony.' Hundreds walk coolly
over the burning ember and come out unburnt with not even a blister ! Tt
is an ordeal to prove one’s spiritnal fervour. '

Even tourlsts to Lanka visit this Sylvan shrine to witness and experience
the divine atmosphere of the place.

Katragama is indeed a popular place of pilgrimage in Sri Lanka full of
mysticism that one cannot explain.

Revered —  respected

Venerated - — regarded with honmour and prayer
Solemnity -—  Sepiousness

Spiritual Magnetism ~— religions

Deity - @ god or a goddess

Trance — ' an unconscious state of mind or body
Ecstasy ' — a state of high emotion beyond control
Ordeal . _ — @ capacity to pass through a test
Spiritnal fervour — . religions feeling or passion

- Dizzy — a confused feeling

* ¥ x
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MY VISIT TO A HOSPITAL-THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT-WHAT
I SAW AND HOW 1 FELT

A few months ago, I had to go the General Hospital inthe city to
se¢c an uncle of ming who had undergone a major operation for ulcer of
the stomach I went with my parents,

We reached the hospital by 5 p.m, when visitors are allowed in. There
were hundreds of visitors who had come like us to see their kith and kin
warded in the hospital.

My uncle was in a surgical ward which was at one end of the hospital.
We had to pass through many wards to get to the Surgical Ward. We
passed through the children’s ward, the Women’s ward, the accident ward
and a number of other wards to go to the male surgical ward. Everv
ward that T passed through was full of patients, some staring at us; some
- erying in paing some in a sjate of semi-consciousness and Ssome very weak
~ and listless, The sight of all these patients, some young and some old
made me miserable. I felt so sad that I wanted to run away.

When we got into the ward where my uncle was, it made my heart
go pit-a-pat. Every one in it had undergone an operation in some part of
the body. All were in bandages or in plaster. Doctors and purses were
busy attending on serious cases. Some were being fed thromgh their noses;
some were being given saline or glucose; some were in a coma; some cried
in pain. The sight was more than I could bear, My uncle himself was in’
a semi-conscious state, He was groaning. Auntie told us that his operation
was a success and that he was out of danger. It gave us great relief. His
brothers were near him. Many of his [friends were also there. The sight of
my uncle in pain made me feel dizzy. We stood near his bed for a few
minutes and came away. We did not want to disturb him or add to the crowd.

While my parents were moving out slowly, T camé away as quickly as
I could as I could not bear to sece that suffering world of humanity in
that House of Misery, called the Hospital. It is my prayer that I should
never again visit a hospital or be destined to be an inmate the:e It is not
a place for one with a heart to visit.

Major - - not ordinary

Surgical — relating to sur gery
Semi-consciousness -~ imperfect awareness
Listless — too tired; wanting in energy

Destined - — fated
+* * %
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SOME PEOPLE OF I:PORTANCE IN A TYPICAL SRI LANKAN VILLAGE

A typioal village is tradition - bound. It is slow to change. Its citizens are
sober, innocent, simple and ignorant. They, therefore, look upon the priest, the
teacher, the physician, the headman and even the’ weaithy money-lender
with honour and respect. In turn, these important persons are a source of
strength to them. In many ways, it is an ideal set up. It keeps a village com-
munity peaceful and contented. :

: The foremost among all is the priest. e is treated with honour and res-
~pect. He serves all, on all the occasions of birth, marriage, illness and death.
He is a link between man and god and ministers to the spiritual happiness of
all. If the priest happens to be pious and compassionate, he is held in high
esteem. : ;

Next to the priest comes the teacher, To the villagers, he is a guide and a
friecnd. To them, he is an all.knowing pundit. He is the back-bone of the
community. He serves as the central figure in all the social and welfare
bodies in the village. He may be the patron or president or secretary of
such societies. He graces every function in the village. Parents and pupils
- treai him most respectfully. :

Another important person in a village society is the physician, He is
respected and honoured as much as a teacher. He may be a quack or a
practitioner of indigenous medicine. But his services are valued by all. He
treats the poor free and earns their lasting gratitude, '

The Headman of the village and other government servants are also con-
sidered important. But they rank next to the priest, the teacher and the
doctor, They do not always come in direct contact with all the people.
But they are also useful members of a rural community.

In another sense, everyone in the village is important. The farmers and
the workers too have a distinct part to play and help one another. They
are the people who work for the prosperity and happiness of all. Hence, -every
one is indispensable though some occupy positions of hon our and play key roles.

Sober — calm

Ministers —  gorves :

Quack - unqualified; false

Practitioner — a docter or a professional man
Indigenous - mnative

Indispensable — very esseitial

Key . : ‘e important

* ook *
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THE GREATEST SCIENTIST OF THIS CENTURY

The greatest scientist of this century was a shy, dreamy boy. During
his bovhood, no one considered him intelligent. -~ No one thought that he
would ever be a genius or an extra-ordinary scholar. His teachers thought
that he was a mediocre student.  On completing his secondary schooling,
he went to the ‘Zurich 'University where his genius began to flower, He
took a great interest in the study of Mathematics and Physics. After he
left the university, he wished to be a teacher but no school was prepared
to take him in. Finally he joined an office in Berne in Switzerland as a
clerk  But deep within him, his wonderful powers were at work. In 1905
he began to publish research papers on science, one of which was the
“Special Theory of Relativity.” Almost overnight, he became a famous
scientist of the world!

This boy was Albert Einstein, the father of Modern Physics. He was
born in Germany in March, 1879 and died in 1955 at Princeton in the
United States. When he put forward his Theory of Relativity, it confounded
many scholars. It was so complicated that only three or four scientists at
that time could understand it, He was awarded the ‘Nobel Prize® in 1921
for his researches. '

A boy who was not able to get a teaching post in 1900 became a
professor at the Zurich University and later at the Princeton University in
America. He spent all his time to solving difficult problems in Mathematics
and Physics. '

He was a humanist. He was a man of love and peace, He hated war,
" He insisted that nuclear energy should be used for the welfare of man and
not for his destruction. He was a great scientist with a philosophy of love.
He was a great lover of Mahatma Gandhi. When Gandhi died, Einstein
said that the future generations would not believe that there ever lived a man
like Gandhi, the man of peace, prayer and universal love. That was how
Einstein thought of Gandhi and of those who would be born after Gandhi!

Indeed, Albert Einstein was the greatest scientist of lhlS century and would
be considered so for centuries to come!

(Genius ~= a person of great natural capacity
Medicore — mnot clever; ordinary; second-rate
Complicated ~— very difficult '
Humanist — interested in mankind

Universal = -~ world-wide

*_.3':_*:
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A PICNIC WE HAD — WHEN ? WHERE ? HOW IS WAS ORGANISED ?
HOW WE ENJOYED IT ?

Our class of nearly thirty-five students went on-a picnic towards the end
of last year as soon as our annual examination was over. We had the per-
mission of the principal and the consent of our parents becauss two of our
teachers came with us,

We planned 10 cook our meal-at the picnic site and so we took with us
all the things we needed for a grand lunch. We took with us rice, curry-stuffs,
vegetables, cooking oil and about six fowls. One of our friends, the son of a
farmer, brought'a bunch of plantains. We also agreed on a fish curry and
decided to buy the fish at the picnic site.  Our place of picnic was a sandy
sea beach which is a popular holiday resort. All of us left from school
with all our things which included the cooking utensils and a bundle of
fire -wood. We went by a mini - bus hired for the purpose, ;

We left on a Saturday morning after breakfast. Some of my friends brought
with them some musical instruments like a flute, a drum, a few  harmonicas.
etc, which they kept on playing all along, to and fro, on the journey, All
of us were in high spirits, singing and clapping, all along the way and wav-
ing at the passers - by and on - lookers, Perhaps, they would have thought
that we were a mad set of unrnly youth on a wiid spree !

We reached the sea-side by 10 a.m. The weather was fine and the sea
. breeze was gentle and soothing. We had a fruit drink and went about
rollicking on the sandy beach, singing, dancing and pushing about one another.
One group began to do the cooking assisted by all of us. By 12. 30 the
lunch was ready and then we got into the sea Some bathed and some
swam. Our teachers were watchful that no one went far out into the sea.
We were ourselves very cautious though we indulged in a lot of fun,

By 1.30 p. m. we had finished bathing. We were al! very hungry and
had our lunch. Everyone of us ate a lot with great relish to our heart’s
content as if we had not had a meal for many days ! It was indeed a grand
lunch with a number curries — vegetables, fish, fowl and fruit, In fact noth-
ing was left! After lunch, we washed all the utensils and then lay on the
sandy beach and enjoyed a nice refreshing sleep. By 4 p. m, we had tea and
then left on our homeward journey. The bus dropped us at school by 6 p. m.
-and before we left for our homes, everyone thanked one another and all
thanked the teachers who came with us. It was indeed a very nice outing
and the expenses incurred were shared equally by all



. 103
Rollicking — . joyfully playing about

Site — place
Resort — a place visited
Spree ~- having a merry time
Cautious = —  careful
Indulged — gave inio ; enjoyed
* * g

MY EXPERIENCE OF A JOURNEY BY TRAIN .

I have travelled by train thrice from Jaffaa to Colombo and back again
during school vacations to spend a few days with my cousins in Colombo.
I travelled twice by the night mail and once by the day train. [t was
my unbappy lot that I did not enjoy the jsurney as much as some of my
friends did. Perbaps, they travelled in the cosy and confortable and less
crowded first or second class or in berths and in air-conditioned com-
partments on warrants that their parents were entitled to. In my case, it
was the -third class or *Gandhi class® which is always crowded or jam-packed-
Many third class passengers travel standing for hours and hours; for miles and
miles. My lot was a bit better. I always managed to get a seat but
it was a little space where one got crushed from all sides. Any way, it was
some relief. But to enjoy the journey, one must have a comfortable scst.
A corner -seat is ideal but I was not that 'lucky. :

My last journey to Colombo was by a day train and | 1 was abla to
observe the scenes and the landscape as the train sped through vast acres
of fields, villages, towns and jungles with people gazing at the passing trainj
and animals grazing in the open lsnds. As the train passed throuzh lone
stretches of jungles, [ saw wild monkeys and birds moving about the trees.
At every station where the train st()pped there was a busy crowd on the
platform with people rushing to get in orto get out. The vendors of cool
and hot drinks hurried about to sell as much as they could to the weary
passengers. Train travel during the mid-day heat and glare was tiring;
but the trip from 3 pm. until the train reached Colombo by 6. p-m. was
enjo.able. The air was cool and the passing scenes as (he train speeded
through the country-sile were a feast. to the eye. The lush green of the
country side refreshes the eye and cools the heart and helps to lecssen the
tedium of travel in a crow 'ed eompartment, I only one could travel in o
compartment that was not crowded with comfortable seats, one could vary
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well enjoy the cight hour Colombo trip by train. Travel under present
conditions tices one so much that ons needs a full day’s rest after arrival,

Cosy —  warm

Sped - drove fast; speeded
Weary — tired
lush  — fresh vegetation
Tedium — boredom
* * *

WHAT IS A WALL NEWS PAPER? WHY IS IT USEFUL?
HOW WILL YOU MAKE ONE FOR YOUR CLASS?

A Wall Newspaper is an ideal educational medium. It could be made by
students anywhere. It does not need much money. It is, in a sense, a hobby
that educates the students. Every student in a class could play a part in
producing a really good wall news paper. Large, broad, brown or white
sheets of paper are pasted on the classroom wail or anywhere in the school.
Pupils could collect various types of news or pictures from newspapers and
magazines and paste them on to the wall newspaper.  They could write
their own articles too for display on this paper. A Wall Newspaper is like
a Junior Page in a National Daily, It will interest all the students. It
will widen their horizon, It will enrich their knowledge.

If T am to make a wall newspaper, I shall collect a lot of news items
from a number of daily papers and magazines  both in English and in
my mother tongue.

I shall divide the wall paper into a number of sections; one for
pictures, one for news, one for short stories and poems, another for
cartoons “ard g¢et another  for sports. I may myself write one or more
articles that will interest my friends I shall paste them section by section
on the wall paper. There will be proverbs and great thoughts and
sayings written here and there on the spaces available, I shall also “ask
“some of my teachers to contfibute some articles to this paper, [ may even
inclnde a cross-word puzzle and word-games.
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A wall newspaper thus produced would be quite informative and
interesting. [t would be a perfect ome. I could make a model wall paper
in two days with the help of a few of my class-mates. It is not at
all a difficult task.

Horizon ~- the limit of one’s knowlsdge
Contribute — to give or supply
Informative — cducative; giving knowledge

e X : *

' WHAT IS THE VILLAGE RE — AWAKENING MOVEMENT 2
WHOM DOES IT HELP? HOW DOES IT HELP?

The making of new model! villages, better villages with better facilities,
and raising the living standards of the villagers are the main aims of the
Village Re-awakening Movement. This is better known as the ‘Gam Udawa’.
The Government is keen to open as many new villages as possible and to
develop the existing ones in remote arcas. Our planners think that human
development is central to village development. Therefore, much is being done
to raise the living standards of the people. :

Under the Village Re-awakening plan, every family will have a home
and a piece of land to call its own. All the homes that make up the
village will be 2 self-contained wunit. It will have a school, a place of
worship, a dispensary, a co-operative store, & community hall, a library, a
sub-posi office, a playground, and well-laid out roads with transport facilities.
Each family will have a garden and sufficient - water-supply. A suitable
local or cotiage industry in the area will be developed or encouraged to
provide work and income for the people.

This is a boon after years of neglect to the majority of our p00r,'
landless people who live below the poverty line. They can now become the
proud owners of a piece of land, a house and other comforts.

Thisl silent revolution, which is a living force, calls for active participation
by the people. The State cannot do everything. It needs the leadership
of the youth at the village level, The new villages could be further
developed through self-help. ; '

In Sri Lanka, the family is a closely - knit nnit, From the family, the
unity spreads into village, district and the nation. If every home is happy

— 1
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and contented, the Nation becomes prosperous and there will be total peace
and harmomy in the country. This, in short, is the ideal of the Village
Re-awakening MNovement.

Keen — earnest; anxious
Central ‘== important
Revolution — swift changes
Contented — satisfied
Harmony — pleasant agreement
* * *

IMAGINE YOU ARE THE SECRETARY OF THE SENIOR STUDENTS’
LITERARY UNION. WRITE OUT A NOTICE FOR THE NOTICE BOARD
SUMMONING ALL MEMBERS FOR A SPECIAL MEETING. STATE
WHEN AND WHERE THE MEETING WILL BE HELD AND WHO WILL
ADDRESS IT AND THE SUBJECT ON WHICH THE SPEAKER WILL SPEAK.

NAVA GAMA M.M.V,

SENIOR STUDENTS’ LITERARY UNION

TO ALL MEMBERS:

1, A Special Meeting of the Union will be held on Friday, March 4, 1938
commencing at 3-40 p.m. at the Main Hall presided over by the Principal.

2. Dr. A.B. Carlson of the English Speaking Union will address the
members on “The Role of English in the Third World”. ;

3. All members are cordially invited,

4, Members of the Public are also welcome.
Thank You,

R. Sankar
Nava Gama M. M. V.,

Senior Students’ Literary Union. - ; Hony. Secretary
February 26, 1988 - _
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WRITE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON
MARCH 4, 1988 TO BE READ AT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE UNION,
MAKE MENTION OF THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR MINUTES :

(a) On what aspects of English Dr, Carlson spoke,
(b} Who made the welcome address.

{c) The discussion that followed the talk

(d) Who proposed the vote of thanks.

A Special Meecting of the Senior Literary Union was held on Friday,
March 4, 1988 at 3.45 p.m. in the School Hall presided over by the Principal.

The meeting was held to listen to Dr. A, B, Carlson of the English
Speaking Union on “The Role of English in the Third World.”

The address of welcome was made by the Student Chairman of the Union,

Dr. Carlson, in his speech, madea strong plea for learning English as
a library language and as a language for communication.

A lively discussion fb!lowed the talk and Dr, Carlson answered every
question put to him and cleared the many doubts of the members.

A vote of thanks was given by the Secretary of the Union and the
meeting came to a close by 5.30 p.m,

R, Sankar
Hony. Secretary
Commencing —  beginning
Cordially ~ warmly; sincerely
Plea — appeal
Livelyv discussion = active talk or debate
Hony— (Honorary) - work for which no salary is paid but has honour

3 _ o *

THE YOUTH CLUB OF YOUR AREA OF WHICH YOU ARE A MEM-
BER PLANS TO REORGANISE ITS LIBRARY. IT APPOINTS A
SPECIAL, COMMITTEE FOR THIS PURPOSE, THE SPECIAL COM-
MITTEE SEEKS THE VIEWS OF THE MEMBERS, SUBMIT YOUR
VIEWS AND PROPOSALS IN WRITING.

I have the following suggestions for your consideration for reorganising
the library of the Youth Club. '
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90
10,

I trost
- you,

- Suggestions
Voluntary
Agencies .
Confined
Regulated

The main problem of the club, it is said, is finance. Without
funds no work or reorganisation is possible. When it comes to
the club’s library, much money is needed. Hence, I suggest a
Benefit Show to raise funds for the purchase of books, cup-
boards, shelves and almirahs.

‘The Club may also apply to the Local Government for a grant.
There are also voluntary aid - giving agencies which might help
the club with books or finance or both. :

A full-time librarian is very necessary if the library were to serve
its purpose. Hence, a full-time librarian must be appeinted early.

The library must be kept open daily, even during week-ends,
from 8 a.m. to 5 p. m. : :

More books and magazines suitable for school children must be
provided.

There must be a permanent committee with thcl librarian in it
for attending to all matters connected with the library, like
buying books, ete., :

The use of the library and its facilities must be confined to ths
members only.

All important notices or titles of books bought from time fo
time must appear on the Notice Board.

The library should subscribe to at least two dailiss in the national
language. An English Daily is more than enough.

The lending of books must be regulated. Those who do not
return books on the dus date or damage them must be fined.

that i.ny suggestions will merit your careful consideration. Tha_i:k
F. F. Guru

~—  proposals

- ta act out of one’s own free w:ll
—  sources that help others

— limited to

— ogonfrolled

* * "
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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD CITIZEN-—-HIS RICHTS
AND DUTIES

A good citizen is one who will not harm anyone—man or beast. He loves
all. He is ever ready to help the poor, the fallen and the weak. He is
upright, truthful, humble, unselfish and god-fearing. He respects all, He
respects and obeys the laws and customs of his land, He feels proud of
all the good things in his country. He brings honour to his home, his
parents and to his community by his right conduct. He spurns false values,
power and position, He iz prepared to undergo any hardship or to make
some sacrifice for the general welfare of all. He keeps himsell aloof from
the madding crowd that is all the time busy planning and acting for self-
advancement. He is highly principled and will not sacrifice his principles for
self-glory.

A good citizen is conscious of his rights but he is  equally conscious
of his duties, He will never neglect his duties and responsibilities to his home,
to his place of work and to his community and country, He is one who
believes that one has no right to one’s rights without doing one’s duties or
fulfilling one’s obligations. His duties are as sacred to him as his rights.
Rights always imply duties. It is the prime duty of a citizen to be loyal
to the State. He must not violate the laws of his land. In times of an
smergency or national crisis, a good citizen stands by his country and
government, In a country where many races live, a citizen of the majority
group must not trample the rights of the minority group. He must not
say or do any thing that would damage another group. A good citizen
believes in co-existence. He works for unity in diversity. He is above factional
and sectional politics. In short, he will not do or say anything that he
will not like if said or done to him or his group. He considers that it is
his duty nof to harm anvone.

The rights of a good citizen are many. These are his by virtue of his
birth in a country. He has the right to good life. He has the freedom fto
think, speak and write as his conscience tells him. He is free to follow any
faith, He has the right to education and to claim all the benefits from the
State. His home is his castle. In a democracy, he has the right to vote
and to choose a government that he thinks is best, “The Government of
the people, for the people and by the people” comes into being out of
the rights of citizens,

In brief, a wholesome persoﬂality is the main feature of a good citizen.
Such a one dares to do the right, enjoys his many rights and never shirks his dutics.
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. Spurns - treats with seorn; contempt
Aloof — at a distange
Conscious - aware of
Violate — freat with no respect
Trample = {0 crush
Co-existence = living together
Whaolesome - healthy
* ' * *

HOW I WOULD USE THE MONEY THAT I WOULD WIN AS
THE FIRST PRIZE IN A GRAND NATIONAL LOTTERY.

The first prize in a grand national lottery ! That would be a fabolous
sum of a few million rupees! It is won by one out of millions of pzople!
It is 2 real pot of gold! If I got it, I would, by God, definitely set apart half
of it for public charity, It would go to wipe off the tears of the poor in
my community. | would give away a sizeable sum fo a well -run  orphange
or to a Home for the poor and the aged. 1 would donate reasonable sums
to my school and to the local temple to be spent on their development,

T would have exactly haif of it with me to bespent on my family which
s poor. My father is a poor farmer. [ have three brothers and three sisters.
They are idling at home. They are not good in their studies. They need
some work. Although my father is a farmer, he has no land of his own to
cultivate. Heis at the moment a tenant cultivator. We do not have a decent
hounse. Our house now is a small hut. Therefore, a lot of money is needed for
the rehabilitation of my own family. '

My first act would be to buy a few acres of fertile, cultivable land in
my district. It would be made a model farm under the direction of my father.

My brothers and sisters would work here. [ would plant an acre with all
types of fruit trees like mangoes, oranges, lime and jak. It would be a real
orchard that would give us a steady income. 1 would also have a big garden
of two acres wherein I would grow both food and cash crops. 1 would also
start a dairy and a pouliry farm. The dairy would have about five milking
cows and the poultry would have over a hundred birds. Both the dairy and
the poultry would be money - spinners. My farm would be mechanised. |
would buy a mini - fractor, one or twn electric watcer - pumps and an electric.
Sprayer. I would ensure that there is enough water for all the crops. If the
need arises, T would sink one or two tube wells. My farm would have electri-
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city. I would use the latest scientific methods of cultivation and pest control.
Every cent spent on my farm would be a safe investment. It would bring mea
good returns and my monthly income would be a few thousands of rupses
which T could again re - invest, '

I would also put up a house or two on the farm for my family. I
would also start a retail grocery selling things at fair prices, One of my
brothers could run it, )

However much Fortune might smile on me, 1 would not change my life
style. My family and [ would continue to be simple and humble, human
and humane, without becoming slaves to ease and luxury. We would continue
to toil and pray like the proverbial ¢ Miller.of the Dec® without envying none
and without earning the envy of others, always helping the poor and all worthy
causes as best as we could. '

Rehabilitation — to restore to normal level

Fabulous -— impossible to believe

Sizeable — large in size

Orphanage — & home for children without parents
" Tenant = a person who rents out a land

Ensure ~—~ to make certain

Investmeut — using money to get a profit

Humane ~— showing the hest qualities of man,

Proverbial — known to all ; familiar

* % *

A RUINED CiTY IN SRI LANKA,

Sri Lanka has a number of ruined cities at Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa,
Sigiriya, Dambadeniya and Yapahuwa. The most important of these is Anuradha-
pura, which was the capital of our Kings for more than a thousand vears. It
was a flourishing city even before Rome was founded. In the days of its glory,
the city of Anuradhapura was strongly fortified. The inner city had a rampart
all around it. The King’s palace was in the inner city. During the reign of
King Devanampiya Tissa, it became famous as the centre of Buddhism. It had
a number of Viharas and Dagabas. 1t had some very important religious build.
ings like Thupurama, the Ruwanveli seya, the Brazen Palace and the Isurumuniya
Vihara, Perhaps, the most interesting thing at Anuradhapura is the Sacred Bo-
tree, the oldest historical tree in Sti Lanka. It is said to have grown from a
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sapl ng from the Bo-tree at Buddah Gaya in _Northerﬁ india, [t was BrOught to
S Lanka by Emperor Asoka’s daughter, Sanghamitta over twenty - two centuries
2g0. :

A visit to the ruins of this great city will convince the visitor that ancient
Anuradhapura was a mighty city of large parks and gardens that a modern city
in any part of the world could not boast of !

This great city is now in ruins. It reveals our proud past. It bears
testimony to the truth that the handi-work of man, however great and
wonderful it may be, does not last long. Time deals very roughly with it.
This ancient city was invaded by South India a number of times, It was
finally abandoped by the Sinhala Kings; as years rolled on, the forest covered
it and it became a ruined city. Itis now a centre of our lost heritage and
serves as a place of tourist attraction. The ruins are now well - preserved.
This city forms part of the cultural triangle. Everything possible is done to
preserve the ancient ruins to reveal to all its aucient glory.

Flourishing — prospering ; to do well

Fortified — made strong

Rampart — A wall built around to protect ; for defence

Sapling — a young tree

Testimony — proof

Abandoned - given up -

Heritage - that which comes to man by right of birth ; got from one’s
ancestors. -

* S e %

THE VALUE OF SCOUTING

 Secouting is an international movement established a century ago by a
great Englishman, Lord Baden Powell. This movement was established with
‘the idea of training the young to became perfect citizens. The motto of
this movement is “Be prepared’’, which means that every scout must be
ready at all times to do his very best to those who require his assist-
ance. Today there are over a million scouts in more than sixty countries
of the world.

Almost every school and college has its scout troop, A boy who becomes
a scout .reccives a training which moulds him into an ideal citizen. It
also gives him a training to lead an exemplary life.
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- A Boy Scout must obey all the scont laws. These laws teach and
train him to love and serve and to be loyal to all. He is taught to be
kind and considerate to all living beings. The training he regeives enables
him to face life bravely. He is taught to do at least one kind deed
every day. A true scout is clean in his thoughts, words and deeds. He
is always cheerful.

A Boy Scout learns many useful things. He knows how to put up
and take down a tent, how to cook a simple meal and how to read and
understand the use of a map. H: also learns many useful hobbies which
keep him occupied in his leisure hours, He is trained to row a boat, to
swim a river and to walk long distances. He also knows how to freat an
injured person or animal. He is ever ready to contribute his share to the
development of his community and country, He is patriotic and therefore
takes pride to work for his country’s welfare.

An ideal scout is no fanatic. He is broad-minded and large-hearted.
He is free from all kinds of pride and prejudice. He is not a religious hot-
head. He does not differentiate people on the grounds of their race or reli-
gion. He considers the world as one big community and all its people as
his friends. . -

Scouting, therefore, is a valuable movement that can bring the world
closer together. It aims at wnity in diversity. It knows no caste or creed 3
colour or race. It has all the possibilities for creating an international
brotherhood that believes in service to all.

Established — founded

Moulds —- shapes

Exemplary - - serving as a model

Patriotic — showing great love for one’'s country
Prejudice — dislike ; bias ;

Differentiate — to show difference between

¥ * *

MY FAVOURITE T. V. PROGRAMME

I have not one but two or three favourite T. V., items, all equally interesting
and fascinating, They are the tele -dramas, the Up - date, the Date « line and the
duiz competitions, Of course, there are other interesting ones ranging fromn

- 15
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rec:tals dancing to movies, both local and foreign. But I have neither the time
nor the inclination for most of them. They are perhaps good for people to spend
their time amusingly if they have nothing else to do.

For a student, time is precious—particularly the hours from 5 p. m. to 10 or
11 p. m. which coincides with the telecast hours. This time is meant for study and
doing one’s class or school work. Hence I cannot be watching all the T. V.
programmes | have to pick and choose the best to suit my taste and interest
and also to enrich my knowledge with no loss to my study - time.

My number one favourite is the Tele -drama. Most of the actors play their
roles naturally. The story, the background and the plo of most tele - dramas
are real and true to life and society of our time. Every tele-drama is based on
a social, religious or cultural theme.

It brings out forcefully the passions, delights, likes, dislikes, pride, prejudice,
snobbishness, superstitions, the envy and cunning shrewdness of ocur people —
"both urban and rural ; the educated and the uneducated ; the rich and the poor,
Every tele - drama is an ideal medium of education.

The Up-date and the Date - line are two items that are quite informative and
revealing. I think no student should miss them. They serve to enlighten and
enrich our general knowledge. They bring to us all the important happenings
of the world in a nut-shell. They help to focas our attention to many world
problems of our times. The “ Up-date™, true to its title, up -dates our
knowledge. So is the Date-line in which we see and listen to the views and
opinions of famous personalities and experts in the field of education, medi-
care, science, food and nutrition and many others. The Quiz contests are
lively and educative and benefit all students,

My favourite programmes are highly educatwe and stimulating and above
all quite entertaining.

Recitals — musical performances
Movies — motion pictures ; the cinema
Inclination — a leaning ; a desire
Coincides — happens at the same time
Theme — a subject or topic

Snobbishness — false values
Shrewdness -~ sharpness
Focus — to direct pointedly

X ¥ X
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YOU ARE BEFORE A SELECTION BOARD FACING AN INTERVIEW
IN CONNEXION WITH YOUR APPLICATION FOR A CLERK’S JOB
IN A BANK. WRITE QUT THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE
SELECTION BOARD AND YOU.

USE NO. 1 FOR YOU; NO. 2 FOR THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
AND NO, 3 FOR A MEMBER OF THE BOARD.

‘.
2

3.

Good Morning, Sirs.
Good Morning, Take your seat.
Thank you, Sir.

Your name please ?
I'm Ranjit Kumar Mohan.
What are you doing now ?

I’m following a course in Accounts in a private institution in the city,

~ Are you studying for a specific examination in view ?

Yes Sir, I propose to sit the examination of the Institute of Book - keepers,
London. '

Where did you receive your secondary education ?
At Low - Valley M. M. V. at Highland street.

For how long were you there?

For nearly ten years; in fact, I had my entire schooling there from Grade

one to the O’ Level, ;

When did you get through the O’ Level ? And vour O' Level certificate — can

‘Iseeit?

I got through the O’ Level in December last and here’s the certified copy of
my results from the principal of my School.

( While reading ) Oh. you have six distinctions and two credit passes! That’s
fine ! Why didn’t you continue your studies ? :

Well Sir, my home conditions are not quite rosy. I must do something to
help my parents,

Why do you like to join a Bank ? Why not you try some other job under
Sovernment ?
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I like a Banking career ; prospects in a Bank today are more attractive than
elsewhere.

2. Don’t you think that a Bank clerk has to work hardei' and sometimes
longer hours too ? '

1. 1 don’t mind it, Sir. The prospects are attractive. I can do the Banker’s
Diploma angd if I get through it, it will be rewarding.

2. I'm happy to hear that and a boy like you can very well get through it, By
the way, how old are you? And your testimonial from your School Head
...Have you got it ?

l. I'm 18 now ; here’s my birth certificate and my testimonial,

3. What’s your hobby ?

1. Home - Gardening and Reading.

3. Reading......... well, what’s the latest book you’ve read ?

1. it’s a collection of Folk Tales of Sri Lanka.

2. Your principal writes that you have an aptitude for a technical job. Don’t
you think that as a clerk in a Bank, your talents will go waste ?

1. Perhaps, Sir, my principal thought so since I got distinction passes in
Mathematics and Science. As for me, a career in a Bank is as good as
any thing else. 1 like to work in a Bank if I could get in. It’s also techni-
cal in a sense, Sir.

3. Do you have a credit or a distinction in English ?

1. A Credit pass, Sir

2. Thank you, young man, we shall soon let you know of your chances.

i, Thank you so much,

Testimonial — A certificate or statement of person’s merits,

Get through = pass

Prospects — to expect or hope for better income, rewards or promotions,

* * .
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A VERY GOOD FRIEND OF YOUR FATHER FROM COLOMBD IS
HOLIDAYING WITH YOU AT HOME. HE MEETS YOU FOR THE
FIRST TIME AND SPEAKS TO YOU HE ASKS YOU THE FOLLOW.
ING QUESTIONS. WRITE THE ANSWERS YOU WILL GIVE HIM IN
THE SAME STYLE AS YOU WILL SPEAK TO HIM.

Questions: I What do yon propose to do after your “0” Level?

I

II

PRl TR i B el e e i

..............

Il Why don’t you continue your studies and enter a
university? Don t you like to be a doctor or an engi-
neer or an aecountant? Surely your daddy wo.uld like
you to enter a profession!

Reply: -~ - - oo, S LA L e L

III Do you think that you could earn enpugh as a tech-
nician or as 2 mechanic?

Reply Tk e R R e

........................

IV What’s the institation in this country that could give
you a really good training in your line of work?
Surely, you must consider all that!
RePly: | oo cl ool i ot s s St bl e

Well, Uncle, I have zlready made up my mind on it; after my O. L. [
hope to prepare myself ‘for a trade or vocational job. I like to be a
technician where I can use my skills and be a free man. I want to be my
own boss. I hate to be tied to a routine or be a kind of a jack ‘in the
office or something more mechanical like a robot.

Oh, no more schooling and reading texts and writing examinations like the
poor millions now doing it! That won’t suit me; the university education
does not attract me; that’s I think, is another cram shop; a Degree Mill
as some call it. Medicine is not after my heart ; engineering is t00 expensive
and doesn’t carry one far. Most engineers today are poor clerks or super-
visors. There is no scope to use their talents; and accountants well, very
soon they will become redundant with all sorts of electronic computers and
calculators coming in to take their place. So, I like to prepare  for a job
where T can even set the faulty computers right! That is a part of a good
technician’s job. Of course. my father, like all fathers, would love to see
me in a learned profession but I am not made for it; that’s a pity’
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I

Iv.

Oh, vyou are worried about a good income! One needn’t doubt it! A
competent technician—or a mechanic as you call him—could earn as much as
a professional if not more! When I say I wantto be a technician, | mean
equipping me with all the skills and knowledge of most machines people
use from a wrist-watch up to all electrical and electronic gadgets. I do not
wish to be the poor mechanie about the place who does a tinkering here
and there and does some miracle by trial and error methods. 1 want to
be a master of my game. Most of our technicians are ill-trained and
their knowledge is faulty. When I become one, I won’t be that! My work
shop will have all modern equipments and detectors and tools and so no
job will be difficult for me. I will have much work and enough income.
May be, a few intelligent boys and girls will be working with me. I shall

‘train them and also pay them well ! Uncle, I shall be an employer —2a

model employer — not an employee !

That is a problem indeed ! The so - called ‘technical or = vocational centres
here are not that good. Most trainees in our work-shops and factories
do not have enough facilities for training. My plan, uncle, is to spend
one or two years in some technical or vocational or trade centre or
school in Japan, U. K. and West Germany. I would like to be trained
in all three countries— a year in each country. I think, I can easily find
access to these countries if Daddy is prepared to send meand spendon
me in Japan for one year. Thereafter, he need not spend on me;
Ican earn and learn and learn and earn. After my training, I
come back and set up my own workshop —it would be modern and people
will flock to me because my work would be perfect! What do you think
about it !

" A Jack in the office — a petty fussy official

Scope — opportunity ; chance

Redundant ' — unwanted

Faulty —  defective

Competent — having the ability or skill -
Gadgets — convenient devices -
Miracle — a marvellous event

Employer — a person who gives work for others
Employee — a person who works for another
Access : — a way of getting to a place .

2 ¥ ¥
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THE WORLD A HUNDRED YEARS HENCE!

The future. a century hence, holds a lot of fascination. At the rate
new inventions are coming in, one after another, it would be a fantastic
world! It would L2 as fantastic as the world of today is to those who died a
century ago. If thc¢ lecad were to return alive to the world of today, they
would be stanned to see us with our T. V._ sets, air-conditioners and a host
o other things in our homes. If they were told of the space conquest,
Moon-landing, heart transplant surgery and the satellite communication device.
their heart would stop beating and perhaps, they would die again! These
would be shocking marvels to them; but not to us.

Similafly many such miracles and wonders are in store for mankind in
every sphere of life a century hence! It would be a near perfect or perfec
world. It would help all the perfect people to live perfectly well. All the
imperfect persons would be silenced or it would spur them on to try to he
perfect at home and in the community.

The scientists of the future of the super-electronic age would perfect a
variety of Super Electronic. Remote or Deep, sensing machines that could
reveal, measure and detect all kinds of human qualities, actions, attainments
and guilt. In other words, they would be doing all the work done today
by ordinary mortals, intellectuals, professionals and jurists. '

Our schools and universities of the future would only teach or be centres of
research. They would cease to test or examine for the award of certificates,
diplomas and degrees. Students would not face written examinations. They
would go through the prescribed work. Once they were sure that they
knew everything they needed to know, they would face the Electronic Academic
Computer which would measure their knowledge or skill on a given scale
and issue a certificate immediately with all their particulars. For instance,
an M. A, student of Mathematics could present himself before this machine if he
felt sure that he had covcred his syllabus of work. The computer would assess
him and award a score. If his score were 40 and if another’s score were
45, the one with the better score would be sclected for a job if both
applied for it. In the future, the truly educated and talented would be
correctly examined. It is he who would be in the lime-light. It would not
be possible in the future for the mediocres to parade as the most accom-
plished or to steal a march over the superior ones in getting a job or in
gaining a promotion, The future would be for the survival of the fittest!
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Even elections of Heads of States or people’s represeatatives in the
future would be done by Electronic Sensers. Elections would become simple and
inexpensive. Yoters need not bother; political parties would become meaningless ;
emp'y slogans and much-mouthing of this-that-and-the-Moon would cease.
The Super-Electronic  computer would select the super-ones if they had
qualities of iampdens and Liacolas and the Mihatmas. if three came forward
to be th: Head of State of a couitry, the computer would indicate the
ideal of the three which none could dispute, i -

Similarly, one suspected or arrested on a criminal charge would be
Sent before a computer that could sense a person’s conscience. Anyone
who did anything wrong would have a disturbed conscience but he could
as offenders now do, denyany knowledge of the guilt. But to the computer
no one could play false. Once the counputer detects, it decrees the punishment
as w:ll. Hence the Palace of Justice and Lawyers of the future would bscome
obsolete. In brief, the world a hundred years hence would become a paradise
where everyone and everything would be perfeet. There would be no square
- pegs in ro nd holes; merit, honour and virtue would be the hall-mark and
those who had it would become the Jeaders of socicty. Educasion would
be done in eirnest; justice would be justly dispensed; even doctors would be
ably assisted bv computers to diagnose illaesses and to treat the sick
corrcctly.  All the super-sensititive, remote - sensing, All - powerful Electronic
“iachines would take 'he place of Gods and Goddesses and they —ths Gods
and Godde-ses — themselves would bless the dawn of that Rama - Rajya and
the Swarna Bhoomi in which sveryone and everything would be ideal,

All the above would be a reality if Nuclear wars in the . meantime did
not ryin the world!

Fantastic — strange; unreal

Stunned — shecked

Transplant — to plant again

Marvels — wonders

Attainments . — achievements

Guilt — a erime or any wrong done

Intellectuals — people of super mental powers

Professionals — those who belong to professions

Jurists — lawyers and judges

Lime light . — to be known to all

Accemplished - clever

Hanpdeas Liacolns, } those having the qualities of men like these; born
The Mahatmas ~  leaders of men; out standing politicians; statesmen

* x *
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