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O,-N: EVE OF PARTY RALLY
Three Stages of the U. N. P.

(By' S. R. C.)

NEXT week the United Na-
tional Party delegates will
assemble in Colombo for the
first major rally to be held
a;fter the inaugural meeting
one year ago. The public re-
action to the UN.P. can be
divided into three stages.

The first stage gvas at the inception
of the Parly when there was general
jubilation in political circles and mass

of the leadership of Mr. D.
S. Senanayake. ' This at a time when
people were rathér concerned that the
U.N.P. was too powerful and Ceylon
might degenerate to the level of Rus-
sia ;ndﬁhave a One Party State.

So much so that the “Daily News"
Zave a great deal of its space to the
activities and propaganda of the Lanka
Swaraj Party mainly on the ground that
some sort of Parliamentary opposition
Was necessary for the might and
strength of the U.N.P,

This newspaper felt somewhat alarm-
ed that democracy was in danger and
that however reliable and worthy Mr.
Senanayake was, the ideal of Democra-
tic Government needed somebody on the
bpposite benches to him to oppose In
the style of His Majesty's Parliamentary
Opposition in the House of Commons.

LANDSLIDE

-The stage passed on to the stage oi
disillusionment at the general elections
when there was a landslide against the
U.N.P. caused not so much because the
country rejected the U.N.P. programme
but because a great many of its candi-
dates were ex-members of the old State
Council good and honourable men no
doubt, but who had had a long innings
and had felt over-confident about their
ability to return to Parliament.

It is well known that many of them
started their election campaigns only
after nomination day. They had allow-
ed themselves to be lulled into a sense
of security by the fact that they had
come to know most of the leading resi-
dents of the villages' of their constitu-
encies. They also discounted the
appeal of Leftwing candidates who
were mostly men of straw.

" candidates however

The ®Leftwing

&= ;.yere hardﬁ:orklng men, new to politics,

and ardent wooers of their Constitue

Mr. Dudley Senanayake

encies. They wére like young bloods
in love, and the very violence of iheir
protestations won them the delightful
prizes. of seats in Parliament.

OVERRATED STRENGTH

Just as the U.N.P. had overestimated
their strength before the elections, the
Leftwing overrated their strength after
the elections, and it is amusing now to
recall that very learned Doctors of
Philosophy went so far as to think that
they could overthrow
Government and become leaders of the
State. p)

They did not realise however that they
had sown dragons teeth in their elec-

the Senanayake

torates and that they had to reap the
harvest of their own promises, rashly
and thought,less)y made during the heat
of the election campaign.

The Leftists for example had promis-
ed that on their return to power they
would distribute all the land to the poor
including, we presume, their own, for a
great many of them are to be counted
amongst the biggest landowners of this
Island.

They had promised not three
and a cow but a whole dairy and
estate. And when these things
not forthcoming they were not skilful
enough to meet the change of atmos-
phere in the country. They also quar-
relled among themselves and the nature
of their quarrels was so petty that the
public began to realise® that personal
ambition counted for more with
than the progress of the country. The
second stage therefore ended with the
spectacle of the masseg veering round
the Leadership of Mr. Senanayake.

acres
an
weie
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THIRD STAGE

We are now in the third stage of
development when the Leftwing Parties
are gradually eliminating each other and
leaving the field to the U.N.P. The
U.N.P. also has learned several lessons
from the history of the last year and
is not leaving anything to chance.

Active steps have been taken and are
being taken to organise a Party on
sound Party lines. Electoral Associa-
tions, Local Associations, Village Asso-
citions, Peasant and Workers' Commit-
tees are in the course of formation and
a well knit Party will take the place of
the old free-for-all scramhle for seats
| that was witnessed in 1947.
=

Senator U. A. Jayasundera
[(Organizing Secretary of the Party)
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'IN a speech at the United

Nations General Assembly
.on September 18, 1947, the So-
viet delegate, M. Vishinsky
summed up the Russian view
of the present international
situation. In his opinion there
was a ganging-up of the capi-
talist states against the Soviet
&nion and this “unholy alliance” was
led by the United States. The Mar-
shall Plan is a vital element in the “nti-
Soviet strategy. “The plan’, said
Vishinsky “is an attempt to break
Europe into two camps and complete
with the assistance of Great Britain
and France the formation of a :iloc
of a numbéi' of European countries
Thostile to the interest of the democra-
tic States of Eastern Europe, and,
first of all, to those of the Soviet
Union.”

A “war psychosis’”, Vishinsky also
said, “instigated by the efforts of the
-militarist ;.qd expansionist circles of
certain® countries, the United States of
America occupying the foremost place
é.mong them, is continually spreading

'The Tactics

and assuming all the more menacing
character.” The propaganda of a new
war is being carried on under ‘“‘various
flags and pretexts’” in order to justify
the furious armament race in the
U.S.A., atomic weapons included; to
justify the limitless desire of the influ-
ential circles in the U.S.A. to fulfil the
expansionist  plans, the keystone of
which is the idea of world domination.

The fundamental principles of Com-
munist tactics for the presenf. period
were outlined when the nine-nation
Cominform was established in October,
1947, as well as in a speech delivered
by Andreshdanov.

The establishment of the Cominform
was recognition by the Communists that
the world was divided into two conflict-
ing camps—capitalistic and' anti-imperi-
alism. :

There is on the one hand the
perialist camp, whose directing force is
the U.S.A.; on the other the forces of
democracy led by the Soviet Union.

The Manifesto issued by the Com-

inform declared that the “anti-imperial-

istic democratic camp has to close its
rnks and draw up and agree Jn a
common platform to work out its tactics

-—a
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against the chief forces of the imperial-
ist camp.”

In defining their attitude to the So
cialists—that is parties like the Labour
Party in Britain the French Socialists
under Ramadier and Blum—the Com-
munists declare thet these groups are
the servile agents of American cavital-
istic aims, pushing their own couniries
on the road to dependence on the
U.S.A.

In order to fight the hegemony of the
U.S.A. the Communists realise thaf
the idea of national sovereignty would
be an effective and potent instrument of
policy. So the Cominform Manifesto
urges that the Communist Parties
should make national independence ove
of their fundamental aims.

“Why must grasp in thea hands the
banner of national independence and
sovereignty in their own countries.”
The Communist Parties are expected to
guard the ‘“democracy, national sover
eignty, independence, and seli-deter-
mination of their countries; fight
against attempts at the economic and
political subjugation of their countries
and place themselves at the head of all
the forces ready to defend the cause
of national honour and independencte.

The second principle and line of ac-
tion 'the Cominform recommended is
vigorous opposition to the aims and de-
sires of the U.S.A. There was a dan-
ger that the working class would unde»
estimate its own strength and over
estimate the force of the imperialist
camp. There should be no concessiohis
to the United States: Just as the ap-
peasement policy of Munich led to
Hitler’s aggression, today concessions to
the United States of America and the
imperialist camp may cause its instiga-
tors to grow more aggressive.

Hence the Soviet toughness over Ber-
lin. \

The Cominform declares “the Com-
munist Parties should place themselves
in the« vanguard of the Opposition
against the imperialistic plans of ag-
gression in all its manKestaton whether
in the sphere of State administraticn,
politics, economics or ideology.

The intention is that the Communist
Parties should gather around them all
the democratic and patriotic forces in
their respective nations.

Much of Communist confiderice de-
pends on their belief that while the
imperialists may want to unleash a
new war the peoples of the world do
not want war. They rely om their
belief that the forces that stand foi
peace are big and influential and if these
should be staunch and determined in
defence of peace the plans for aggres-
sion will be frustrated. Much of the
hullabaloo, #hey argue about the dan-
ger of war is intended to frighten the
weak-nerved and unstable and to extort

 concessions to: the U.8. and their fel’

low-imperialis® by means of intimida-
tiony,

This is a point which is enfphasised
by Zhdanov who also repeats the Com
inform argument that the working class
must not underestimate its strength and )

would be fatal.

The theme of confidence in their own
strength runs through the speeches
made by Soviet leaders. In his ad
dress on the thirtieth anniversary of the
revolution, Molotov recalled that ihe
stubborn resistance and the final victory
of the Soviet Union had confirmed the
correctness of Lenin’s words on the in-
vincibility of the people which took
power into their hands: Lenin had said-
“One can never conquer a people whefe
the majority of workers and peasants
have realised, sensed and seen that
they are upholding their own sovereign
power.”

The confidence in Russian invineibi-
ity is also based on the change in the

character of the Soviet peoples. “The
successes of the Soviet State are
great”, Molotov proudly remarked:

“Socialism has deeply entered into our
whole life. Under the conditions of
Soviet power a new generation has al-
ready grown up which is beginning to
spread its eagle wings.” The most im-
portant gain of the Russian revolution,
Molotov claims, is the new moral chaf-
acter and ideological growth of the
people as Soviet patriots. The Soviet
people now are no longer the same as
they were thirty years ago. The new
character of the Soviet peoples is 1o be
seen in their attitude to labour. They
regard their Work as a matter of social
importance and a sacred obligation. to
the Soviet State.

Molotov confesses that vestiges of
capitalism are extremely persistent in
people’s consciousness but he is agal'n
certain that the Soviet State has im-
mense possibilities for waging a success-
ful struggle for the elimination of :hese
vestiges.

Another reason which gives the Com
munist a feeling of cockiness is the
belief that their economic system is
superior to those elsewhere. In Rus-
sia, Molotov announces, they are not
threatened by economic crises—so ruin-
ous for industry—without which not a
single capitalist country can live. .

Much of these proud boasts might
really be meant to stimulate morale
among the Soviet peoples themselves
and it need not be assumed that the
Soviet leaders swallow their own
stories. There is, however, the ex-
perience of events to suggest that the
Soviets are acting as though they believ-

ed them. Their daring defiance of the
western Powers #nd the success whish

seems to be attending that defiance
argue that the Russians are working ac-
cording to their plans and prophecies.
Previous history at any rate, has vin.
* dicated those whose analysis %and fore-

casts of Soviet policy were,Vased on So-
viet statements.

that, appeasement of the United States
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1

“fia



F "\ SEPTEMBER 3, 1948

U. N. P. JourNAL

. INDIA

One

APART from the economic

troubles of the year, there
is no aspect of the nation’s life
which has met the full impact
of independence more than our
relations with foreign powers.
This has in every way been an
uneasy year and, if anything,
the uneasiness in our minds is
grealer at its close. We may,
indeed, claim in the mechani-
cal manner in which this is
done in the King's speech in Britain,
that our relations with foreign powers
continue to be friendly. But there are
breakers ahead, arxd we view with very
genuine concern the failure in the
country as a whole correctly to assess
and adequately to prepare against their
coming force. We have said before,
and it is necessary to say again, that
we have no coherent foreign policy.
And, if anything, the hesitancy * and
uncertainty has increased and not dimi-
nished within the year.

It is not that we view the change mn
our tone with any regret. In the period
just before Independence, the Prime
Minister expressed himself with a vehe-
mence which was unwise as well as un-
related to hard facts of the interna-
tional scene. He spoke in April, 1947,
of a Monroe Doctrine for Asia; he as-
serted that India would be a guardian
of Asian soil and would not tolerate
any interference on the Asian conti-
nent. As high sounding pieces of
rhetoric these declarations were superb.
and they certainly pleased a very large
wise. Our national vanity was greatly
flattered that we could again speak in
those terms. The year that has passed
has shown a much finer sense of res-
ponsibility. . It was not merely that we
were incapable of implementing these
declarations by force of arms; against
different enemies we have been hard
pressed in Kashmir to implement them
at home. The abandonment of all
forms of political bravado has done us
nothing but good. It is a mistake for
nations, as it is for individuals, to live
above their station. It is better to
recognise that we must still for many
years take a lowly place in the bigger
decisions of the world. But at least it
is wisdom to accept what cannot be
escaped. And the diplomatic manner
in which we have effected, in a narrow
sense, a change of front deserves warm
praise. Hesitation and a live sense of
realities have replaced noisy declara-
tions of power. This has reduced the
chance of conflict everywhere and at
least it is pow clear that our foreign
policy seeks peace if little else.

How is this peace to be secured. It
is not likely to be secured by any policy
of drift and, of course, it may not be
possible to secure it by any policy at
all. We must face frankly the fact
that India has no voice today in the
peace of the world and it can only
escape being involved in a foreign war
if its relations with the major comba-
tants are designed as to make aggres-
sion in India militarily a losing propo-
sition. In practical terms, this means
that neither the United States nor the
U.S.S.R. should have a vital interest
in an attack on India. There are peo-
ple in India who seriously contend that
the position of India in relation to these
powers has not altered in the year and
the continuation of our present policy
of ‘‘independent” neutrality—whatever
that may mean—will keep us safe.

Naively to accept this view is blindly
to ignore the tremendous events of the
last year. While we have been hat-
tling with partition and with Kashmir
and Hyderabad, a major revolution has
taken place in other parfs of the world.
The rift between the U.S.S.R. and her
war allies has steadily widerded and
more than once within the year, and
even now at this very critical time in
Berlin, to many minds it looks as
though the worlds stands again on' the
brink of war. The U.S.S.R. has un-

' leashed in the year a tremendous drive
in countries beyond its own, carrying
o them its own messagle of regimented
pe, but destroying in every country
ere“ it conquers the life of fhe indis

dgnorance of its full

AND THE WORLD

.Year. of Foreign Policy '

vidual spirit and all the liberties of men.
In the year under review the tide swept
forward into Europe until the European
democracies, rallying under the inspir-
ing lead of George S. Marshall, Secre-
tary of State of the United States,
formed the Western Union to keep it
at bay. In France and Italy demo-
cratic elections were won by non-Com-
munist parties and, in a sense, the
tide of Communist conquest was turned
back upon itself. But foiled thus in
the West, it has burst forth with renew-
ed vigour in the East. In North China,
in Malaya and in Burma battles are
being fought to keep it back by armed
force. How far these military opera-
tions, Communist creed goes on to do
its corroding work.

This is in fact the supreme develop-
ment of the year. Unknown and unseen
by Indian eyes, we are already at war
with Communism and—since its inspi-
ration as well as its power lies within
the U.S.S.R.—we are already at grips
with a Russian attempt to sweep the
world. Does our foreign policy show
any recognition of this tremendous fact
—in the larger context of foreign po-
licy, the only fact which dominates the
democratic world?

Hesitation and uncertainty on August
15, 1947, may, perhaps, have been
justified to the extent that the new
current in world affairs had not made
itself visible in India. Mr. Marshall’s
epoch-making speech at .Harvard was,
indeed, made on June 5, 1947, but in
background our
External Affairs and Commonwealth Re-
lations Ministry may be forgiven for
having failed a year ago correctly to
assess the factors which prompted its
appearance. But there is no excuse to-
day. What has happened in the last
twelve months needs neither descrip-
tion nor interpretation. If we cannot
see plain and simple facts, we are not
likely to find new faith merely from
their interpretation. Within our own
land in a hundred ways' this menace
is afoot seeking everywhere fertile soil
where it may take root and grow. At
our gates in Burma and Malaya it has
advanced into widespread violence, a
warning to us what dangers lie ahead.
In more than one district in the pre-
vince of Madras we have discovered
that for many years systematic propa-
ganda in favour of Communism has
been preached from Government schools
The All-India Trade Union Congress is
primarily inspired from Communist
sources and who will deny that even
in other Trade Unions in the country,
Communist influences are at work?
Does the Government of India contend
that Communism is not waging war on
India at the present time?

What is the logical end of this ana-

lysis? So far as our foreign policy is
concerned, its meaning is, to our minds,
plain. An “Independent’’ foreign po-

licy—ly which we can mean only that
we shall not lean in any direction—can
lead only to a Communist victory and
in effect decree no neutrality but a
leaning towards the U.S.S.R. What
would happen if we leant the other
way? Clearly this would mean coming
within tl Anglo-American range nf in-
fluence in the power politics tangle in
the world. Is this a disaster? Econo-
mically we are already dependent on the
United States and the United Kingdom
for our capital equipment and, so long
as we stay in the Commonwealth and
the sterling are€a, we are already tied,
however loosely, to British strings. To
make that bond politically closer in an
attempt to destroy the new enemy that
confronts us is merely to recognise an
economic fact already there. It is now
nof. a choice of principle but of expedi-
ency. Our choice of principles has al-
ready been made. To the extent'that
we are against Communism—and if the
Prime Minister’s denunciation is iepre-
senf{ative we dislike it much—we have
already decided against the U.S.S.R
in principle. To the extent that we
have need of British and American
equipment and of foreign capital and
are seeking them, to tge extent we have
their way of life against the Russian
way, we are already in principle at one
with them. In other words our declar-
ed foreign policy is not representative
either of our interestsgor our acts, How

.
then can it be justified in the context
of our world divided as at present in
two with no lasting middle ground?

There are people in India who still
put their faith in the United Nations
and in the principles of the Charter.
The treatment of our appeal against
Pakistan during this year came as a
rude shock and the conclusion was
drawn, not that the United Nations was
unable to discharge its paper functions,
but that it had become the creature of
Power groups. To those who have at-
tended sessions of the United Nations
and the Security Council this judgment
rings untrue but there can be no doubt
that no nation of the world can, as a
corner-stone of its foreign policy, place
all its trust in this infant institution. So
far as the major conflict which now
threatens to disrupt our world, it
matters not at all. We may continue
to hope for better things and inean-
while we cannot withdraw support, but
it is elementary wisdom to prepare for a
world in which, as at present, the Unit-
ed Nations is powerless' to hold the
scales.

No formal declmutlon of a change
of policy is required. It is by our deeds
and not by our declarations that we
shall be known. There are construe-
tive deeds which need now to be per-
formed. The first of these must be the
formulation of an approach to the demo-
cracies on an economic front, proposing
collaboration with the political purpose
of defeating Communism not by military
means but with an economic pro-
gram for a period of five to ten years
designed rapidly to promote Indian in-
dustrialisation. Phis program must
cover the recognition that we will need
foreign capital, foreign equipment,
foreign technical skill for many years.
We must pay reasonable terms to secure
them. But it is long-run political secu-
rity and not mere economic inducements
which will be required. That long-wun
political security means that we must so
set our course that it will not be dis-
turbed by the great guests that are blown
in to us from Burma and Malaya. Un-
less our foreign policy shows clearly
to foreign minds that we are no longer
uncertain of ourselves it can reap no
fruit in any field.
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CRACKING UP

FurTHER evidence of the
chronic inability of the Mar-

’THE feminine basically

stands for the future. It
has been said that nature has
put a stronger sex-urge in
woman—sex-urge not in the
sense of blind passion but the
creative force—for woman is
the vessel through which the
human race is carried on tfo

By Kamaladevi

explosive a thing as human relation-
ship, tuned it to gentle modulationg to
draw sweet harmony out of what would
otherwise be a  jarring, discordant
rumble .

Thus what the women claim for today
and for tomorrow is what they have
established by their record, proved by
their mettle and their wisdom, through
infinite actg of love and labour. It was
therefore in the fitness of things that

4 the Indian Constitution should declare

zists - to agree. amorl)gt tl::;lk perpetuity to complete the in the Fundamental Rights.
SEIVES ey nElren az S cycle of life. “All citizens are equal before” the
when the Co_mml.mls S Thus the future of the women of 18w, irrespective of religion, caste,
- moned a meeting in sympathy tro s infinitely more than Ci¢ed OF SeX, in regard to public em-
= with the Malaya insurgents. s & ployment, office of power of honour,
— just their economic and social and in the exercise of any trade or
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THE CEYLON

WHARFAGE

To this assembly the Lanka
Sama Samaj Party was invit-
ed, but Comrade PHILIP GUNE-
WARDENA’S spirited rejoinder to
PIETER KEUNEMAN’S crowd only
made more bitter the existing
unpleasant relations. The reply
was interesting as an instance
of the hair-splitting differen-
ces  that keep these groups

rights, important and impressive as
they are.

It ig the very basis and structure of
society, it determines whether it makes
for the fruition of life or negation of
life, for the woman has a surer instinct
of life. When this is on a par with the
disintegrating and destructive—the
renovating element, of life—then a
balance ig struck. This balance is of
the utmost importance, for otherwise
the destructive forces will continue to

calling. "’

But a precept is usually far off from
practice. India has fallen a long way
behind her carven truths. Political
slavery and loss of economic power has
resulted in ufter social decay. And
though the ancient truths were never
lost, they were dammed by diocese.
Today, however, under the fresh
breath of a nationa) renaissance, they
are being re-burnished, with a new
lustre added to them by new influences.
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dissident Marxist. Logic is of
no consequence with the poli-
tical pundits.

The theme of L.S.S.P. pro-
paganda all these years has
been that Stalin had betrayed
the world revolution, with his
theory of socialism in one
country. Now Stalin seems to
be exporting revolution to

therefore, to be one of balance,
of interdependence, the replacing of
the prevailing erroneous notions and
associations of the masculine and femi-
nine by correct ones. To associate the
feminine witl Weakness and the mascu-
liffe with virility would be like defining
water as weak and wind as strong.
What we have to really aim at ig a cor-
rect evaluation of women as human
beings, not how much like men they
are or can be made to become. This
should set the key to the picture of our
future society.

has,

timent than in fact.

VOTE AS A WIFE!

FOR while other requisites form
. the qualifications for the exer-
cising of this supreme political right,
it remains only in name and does not
become a reality. Today only an in-
finitesimal section of the Indian ptople
is enfranchised and, of that, women
form only a fraction and even that
under humiliating concessions. For
very few women can claim the right of

Il. Stored in bond to suit th ; vote either by propert; li i
' g ® | other lands, a commodity he | Woman has been the traditional gengion.  So ':h;;e e oxff;ag q“faﬁl
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cught to be the maker of the state too.

v g k in the 1935 Government of India Act
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COLOMBO £ th L k Indian women in our ‘freedom’s strug-
0 e new situation that [ gle. Rich ana poor, the lettered and
has emerged, as Dr. CoL- | the unlettered, the delicately nurtured
and sheltered, and«the tough and rough
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Samajist brotherhood would
welcome most enthusiastically
that Stalin is repenting of his
evil attitudes and is seeing the
wisdom that Trotsky had long
ago taught Mr. PHILIP GUNE-

Stalin for starting the revolu-

won the ground inch by inch, yard by
yard, their labours, their sweat, their
groans, their triumphs, their achieve-
ments, have all former the rubble that
goes to build the new state.

Rights cannot be established across
bargain-counters, they are buily up by
service-records won and established.

STATE, EXTENSION OF HOME\
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WARDENA. But, alas! forgive- Thug have the Indian women acquired
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Samajist theory. Mr. PHILIP | future affairs. AL
. GUNEWARDENA now execrates

INSTALLATIONS
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2 seems, is now exploiting the | international setting calls for the all- &

Malayan Communists to wring
concessions from the “Anglo-
American imperialists.” These

embracing qualities of tact and patience
as does a home where unvarying f‘edi-
ousness is only balanced by relentless
interlocking of close human contacts.
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something in the Sama Samaj
mentality which compels them
to be in a permanent state of
opposition.

These quarrels and conflicts

seems to be that no sooner
they lay foundation stones the
Leftists remove them for laying
somewhere else. Those who still
credulously expect that Leftist
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basis for franchise by laying down that
the wife of a voter may be entitled to
vote—not as a citizen, not as an adult
of maturity, not as a human being of
ereason and commonsense, possessing
fhe inherent right of franchise, oh no!
but only as a wife. WomerPs organi-
sations in India have protested
strongly against. thig perversion, But
only a national constitution framed by
Indians for a Free India can set this
Tight.

Equally imperative is it to  abolish
the “nurgery” treatment meted out to
women in the politica] field by allotting
to them special reserved seats. Neither
the principle of equality is established
by this preferential treatment, nor that
of proper representation. It is as un-

. healthy as unfair, for it only serves
to deepen the complex of inferiority
that is bred at the ftnoment amongst
‘women, ang that of sickly superiority
amongst men. As we shall presently
see, equality takes on reality only when
given freedom of movement, and like
freely flowing water is able to find its
level.

Equally basic is the right to educa-
tion. All compulsory and free educa-
tion must cover women and their essen-
tial needs. Till now, education in
India is not planned nor evolved out of
the basic needs of the country and its
people. It is imposed only on a sec-
tion of the people, such as are neces-
sary to run the administrative machi-

nery. For the rest, the State is just
not interested, and these include
women, for they are normally not

amongst the essential cogs in the Gov-
ernmental wheel. Women are simply
not in the picture. Where they come
in, they are just accepted. There-
fore, the traditional feminine occupa-
Even the
fact that so many of these traditional
feminine avocations have ceased to be
domestic and moved to a wider public
arena, is entirely overlooked.

OLD IDEOLOGIES COLLAPSE

OME-MAKING as a subject

of study does not figure. The
fact that the traditional home of old is
np more, that the very complex modern
life calls for a completely new orienta-
tion and that this makeg the study and
cultivation of home-science an absolute
necessity, is entirely overlooked. A
complete change in our nationa] eco-
nomy has meant a collapse of the old
social way of life. = The modern life is
very complex. Private as well as pub-
lic sanitation and rules of health have
to be freshly evolved and effected. New
civic duties and responsibilities have o
be faced and shouldered. Even so
domestic and private a thing as food
has become a public concern. More
and more the old domestic functions
are being transformed into public ones
with increasing dependence of the
nation on them. Large households are
fast contracting to smaller dimensions.
Young housewives and young mothers

are thrown very much more on their
resources with little mature or experi-
enced guidance.

It, therefore, stands to reason that

the function of educating these young
men and women and training them for
their new duties and  responsibilities
should be naturally and rightfully
taken over by educational institutions
ag the realities of this situation have
already made many of the countries of
the West and of the East, such as
Japan. - Nor is education divided any
more into watertight compartments,
for it is being increasingly recognised
that home-making is as much of a
man’s job as State administration that
of a woman’s. For the barriers Dbe-
tween the two are rapidly breaking
down. If women are to function in
the extra-domestic world, then unless
the men recognise their responsibility
towards the domestic side, it becomes
a one-sided game and women have to
bear a double burden ag they do now.
They have to toil at home as much as
outside the home, which accounts for
parg of the lack of balance in our pre-
sent society.

Men and women have, therefore, to
be educated arfd trained for both. It
is not for nothing that men attend
classes run by the Maternity Associa-
tion in America and learn how to feed

_ and bathe a baby, as nurse the sick,
although there is no doubt that once
3 ’ “ » .
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the economic compulsion is removed,
many of the women would gladly prefer
to confine themselveg to their homes
and the traditional domestic duties,
ang leave the men to handle the extra
domestic jobs. At the same time K the
fullest possible opportunities and faci-
lities should be made available to women
as to men, for specialised training in
any field the women may choose to
enter, without any discouragement or
impediment, and let the woman have
the fullest possible choice for the selec-
tion of her avocation.

THE ECONOMIC ASPECT

The economic aspect has, however,
an important bearing on this. TFor the
woman in India is considerably handi-
capped today by being denied her iegi-
timate economic rights, Basically this
disability mainly arises from the fact
that domestic functions have not been
given economic recognition by society,
as public functions have. Thus cook-
ing, cleaning, washing, etc., done in
a household do not entitle the woman
to economic freedom, as these functions
are not evaluated in terms. of economic
assets as they are, when brought into
the competitive market.

The tragic anomaly is that, while an
extra-domestic worker is protected and
safeguarded by State laws, even the cle-
mentary economic rights of a housewife
are not. Law and society look upon
the man as the breadwinner, the one
who earns the household income and,
there, hag the right over it. The equal-
contribution made to the making and
running of the home by the housewife
hrough her manifold laboyrg, remains
unrecognised. 3

CONCESSIONS ONLY TO MOTHERS

TPHIS disability needs to be de-
finitely removed and these
natural and normal household labours
raised to the status of national recog-
nition and the woman’s role in it ac-
cented as public service. For so far
as the large masses of women are con-
cerned, this is the essential and real
change to be wrought, for this will give
recognition to woman as an  absolute
economic factor, on her own. and not
as an auxiliary to man. If thig basis
is established, logically other economic
rights must accrue to women, whe-
ther in the matter of inheritance or suc-
cession, as a natura] corollary,

At the same time, increasing techno-
logical development must be utilised by
State and society to save the long
labours and tedious drudgery of the
household tasks which necessarily fall
to the lot of every woman. Labour-
saving devices should be made widely
and cheaply available to women of all
income-classes-  The public-health sys-
tem must devise ways and means to
help housewives keep their homes clean
and trim, by affording proper educa-
tion and facilities.

An equally important problem is to
save mothers from having to compul-
sorily go out on extra-domestic jobs to
the detriment of the family, especially
grow#g children. Mothers must be
given the choice and option to stay at
home and tend the children, which
many a time may be an absolute neces-
sity.  Family allowances for children
by the State is one recognised means of
achieving this, as also allotment ot
houses ficcording to the size of  the
family instead of that of the purse.
Where a mother can conveniently take
on an outside job, then the State and
society must provide creches and nur-
sery schools and see that the children
are well cared for. In future the
society and State must both realise and
fulfil these essential obligations.

DIVORCE LAWS SHOULD
BE RELAXED
'WE may now finally turn to
the social field, Here the
several existing anomalies must be done
away with, such ag for instance, the
double moral standard. Monogamy
instead of being enforced only against
women, must be enforced against men
as well.

At the same time, this rigidity must
be modified by provision for the dis-
solution of marriage under certain cir
cumstances which Pender the marriage
a farce or a source of pain and degra-
dation. Provision must also be made

clean manner, without having to resort
to all manner of subterfuges and tricks,
The State and society must be enlight-
ened enough to ‘enable two intelligegt
and responsible married people if they
feel it necessary to part, to do so
without undue fuss, expenditure, and
above all, trumping up false cases, as
happens so often these days.

The strength, stability and perpetuity
as an institution lieg in its being a will-
ing and voluntary one. The introduc-
tion of any coercive element in it can

only detract from its dignity. There-
fore, neither divorce nor & difficult,
divorce, can automatically make for a

strong or happy marriage. The impli-
cation of a single mora] code is equal
discipline on the part of both sexes, not
the laxity of one and the tyrannical
subjugation of the other, ag obtains in
our society at present, Thig single
standard must, therefore, replace the
present double moral code.

FUTURE STATUS OF MOTHERHOOD

AST but not the least is the

future status of motherhood

the highest attribute of woman. This
has always been accepted more as a
physical asset—the function of race-

()

.

perpetuation rather than as a moral
and creative force. It is necessary to
understand and appreciate this attri-
bute as a mora] quality, if life is to re-
volve round the hhb of creative force
rather than destructive, if principles
are to prevail over experiences, moral
force over brutal force. It is no acci-
dent and not for nothing that people
who attain a high civilization, usuall
evolve a mother-goddess. :

In the society of tomorrow, mother-
hood has to be rescued from its pre-
sent dross and restored to itg pristine
significance. Only then can we view
the physical function of motherhood in
its correct perspective. Today the two
are confused, and although it is natural
for this elemental urge to seek fulfil-
ment in the physical act, the over-
emphasis on the one or the other, on
virginity or on bearing of children,
makes the whole question lop-sided.

Although begetting families is a
natural and happy personal, social and
national process, still mational perpe-
tuation is served equally by upholding
the quality of motherhood or creative-
ness as by bearing children.  Childrzn

(Continued on page 6)

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD. PAINTS DIV,

owners alike.

BOSANQUET &

P. O. Box 14

BADEE B

Duco is acknowledged to be the standout
quality spray paint by re-finishers and car
Stocks are now in the hands
of garages all over the Island.

Agents :—

SKRINE LTD.
COLOMBO

GROC

FERNANDOPULLE
| BROS.

FOR

186-188, FIRST CROSS ST.
(NEXT TO THE FIRE STATION)

ER

COLOMBO

to secure thig in a straight, d t and




SEPTEMBER 3,

AGENTS :--

ANOTHER month of August
has come and gone and

a hectic spell of racing has
ended. There will now be an
interval of two weeks before
the two-day September meet-
ing begins tomorrow fortnight.

The racing that went into the mak-
ing of the August Meeting and its
“Extra’’ will long be remembered .
Practically every big race was claimed
by an outsider; there were so many
reversals of form that there couldn’t
have been more than e handful of
people in the know who could have
come out right in their exchanzes
either with the Tote or the numerous
“‘professional operators’’, who were very
much in evidence till the last day of
the Meeting. Even the August “extra’”
last Saturday did not serve as a - “get-
out” day for,punters, who saw seven
first favourites being beaten in a card of
10 races.

The Stewgrds “sat up’’ on the penul-
timate day of the Meet and took notice

| of these strange reversals of form and

the suspension of one trainer’s .licence
led to less in-and-out running on the
last day. Surprise saliva tests were
subsequently taken and these musth
surely have a very salutary effect on
racing. I, for one, cannot under-
stand why some owners are said to be
rather peeved at these tests. The
choice of a race for such tests lies en-
tirely within the discretion of the Stew-

ards and it is no business of owners

or trainers to protest against the exer-
cise of this discretion. The dope
menace must be eradicated once and

for all and every. right-thinking race-

goer will give the Stewards all the sup-
port they need.

That the Stewards were not stamped-
ed into the action which they recently
took is proved by the fact that they
gave Trainer Medhi Hussein every
opportunity of explaining away the
drug that was found in the saliva of
silver Valley. At an exhaustive inquiry
held last Saturday, the case was re-
viewed in all its aspects and the Stew-
ards must have been satisfied that toe
drug was not administered personaily
by the trainer or with his connivance,
because he has not been warned oi.
His suspension till the end ofathe Nov
ember Meeting is probably due to the
fact that the Stewards held that he
should have taken more adequate safe-
guards against the doping of the horse.

All racegoers will welcome the news
that the Stewards have also inquired
into the betting on the two biggest out-
siders that won during August, namely
(Golden Buddy and Kara Pasha. In
the case of the latter it has been proved
that one pynger had 20 win tickets on g
the waler. The operations of this
punter will, I am sure, be kept under
the strictest surveillance in future.

Before leaving the subject of the
August races, I might mention that
several race-goers were amazed at the
fact that Golden Sapphire was installed
&' taging hot favourite in the senior
division of the Ratnapura Plate last
Saturday. In her last two outings
Golden Sapphire was not-even nibbed
at. How then was it that she was a
street corner tip last week? And in the
race, she ran like a mule finishing
nearer last than first! I suggest that
the Stewards make this a subject of
inquiry before the September Meeting

opens.

The fortnight'’s hiatus in racing is
bridged to some extent by'/ the enter-
prise of the Tamil Union in staging a
Dog Gymkhana Meet tomorrow. This
i the 50th Gymkhana to be held on the
Golombo Oval and bids fair to being
the most successful up-to-date. It is
hoped to reserve two of the seven races
for greyhounds, of which breed there o
are now apout a round dozen in Col ;i
ombo. Practices are being held @ily
on the Oval and those who like a week-
end flutter cannot do better than “go
to the dogs” tomorrow! The new ‘¥ym-
khana Secretary is my good friend
George Veeravagu, who is determined
to make this Meet the best ever. His
enthusiasm is really infectious and I
think he will have his best hopes ful-
filled tomorrow .

The Australian tour of England is
drawing to its clofe. The last Conunty
match has been played and the Aussics
will leave England with a record, which
will probably never be equalled. That
they were immeasurably supérior to
England admitted of no doubt even
before the tour began but there were
some—I was one of them—who did
think that on home grounds England -
would make a match of it on occasion.
But the visitors always had the nea
sure of the homesters and, whenever
they turned on the heat, had England
at their mercy. The tour has been 2
glorious swan-song for Don Bradman
who as batsman and Captain has no
compeer. He is ruthless in both his
roles—but even he was overpowered by
that memorable reception he reteived
when he made his final bow at the
Oval in the last Test match.

A fairly strong M.C.C. side will tour
South Africa this winter and the selec-
tion-of F. T. Mann as . Captain pro-
bably foreshadows his appointment as
England’s captain in place of Norman
Yardley when the next tour of Aus-
tralia comes round. I do hope some
of the youngsters who are to make the
trip to South. Africa, will make good
and thus give the England selectors

some material on which to get to
work .

-
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WOMEN IN THE SCHEME
OF THINGS
(Continued from page 5)

should be the result of voluntary dedi-
cation and not a blind physical hglp-
lessness as very often is, causing con-
siderable frustration to ‘the parents,
especially the mother, if the task is
performed under physical or economic
strain . It ig befitting that families
should be planned and spaced. Nor
should childlessness become a source of
despair, for the flowering of this auality
in the home and the society is an equal
dedication to humanity.

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE

ANWHILE, the State must
recognise its responsibilityt
towards the mother and the child, pro-
vide physical care through  pre-and-
post-nata] clinics, health visiting at the
house, creches, nursery schools and the

GENERAL:

like, as also family allowances for chil-

TRADING CORPORATION
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COLPETTY

dren and proper housing—in short sta-
bilization and integrating of the home
and family through State aid when and
where necessary. The aim ig not to

reduce men and women Yo one image,
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Grams :
. but rather to put the emphasis on the
basic qualities of each as complementary
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to each other and make for the com-

P e .- pletest personality in each.

o )



WVEFIEMBER J, * 1740

WLSINGP,

JourNAL

Bo.oks & Authors
FREEDOM

ILTON’S historic plea for
freedom of expression, an
outstanding classic of its kind,
is commemorated in the sym-
posium assembled in papers
given at a Conference organ-
ised some time ago by the
London Centre of the International
P.E.N. to commemorate the tercen-
tenary of this * monumental work,
“Aeropagiticia.” The theme discussed
is'“The Place of Spiritual and Economic
Values in the Future of Mankind."
Every point of view, however divergent,
was admitted in the hope, as the edi-
tor says in his introduction, ‘‘that
from the clash of conflicting opinions
some sparks would be struck thht would
help to illuminate our darkness.” This
collection of opinions is in a great mea-
sure a protest against the attitude of
the younger generation, an attitude
characterized by a cynical disbelief in
life itself. This symptom of the age
is combatted by men who are deeply
interested in the progress of civilization.
though they are by no means agreed as
to the main lines which such develop-
ment should take. “Freedom of FEx-
pression” (Colombo Book Centre) a
Hutchinson International Authors Ltd.,
publication is in the main devoted to
give expression, in its modern environ-
mental background, to Milton’s ring-
ing expression as it has come down to
us across the centuries: “Give me the
liberty to know, to utter, and to argue
freely according to conscience above all
liberties.”” The writers who expound
this proposition include E. M. Foster,
Prof. Joad, °®Salvador de Madriaga,
Richard Church, John R. Baker, Her-
bert Read, Mulk Ray Anand, Harold
J. Laski, Rev. Fr. Martin D’Arcy and
others, and one can judge from this
collection of names that eyen opposing
points of view have not by any means
been shut out. Such a book cannot
show consistency but it reflects the
trends of intellectual thinking in the
contemporary world. They form a plea
for intellectual freedom which is more
than ever needed today because know:
ledge has spread so far and wide that
liberty has acquired an immense signi-
ficance in preserving individual rights.
The impulse to civilization . has always
been this freedom of expression and
as in all tyrannies of the ancient or
modern world the lack of it has led to
intellectual torpor and stagnation in
the long run, we can well realise that
this unimpeded function of the mind
is one of the most valuable gifts of de-
mocracy.. It is of course impcssible
that the world will reach such a stage
mning the very bases of an accepted
There is a way of life that has taken
ages to create, and which must be
preserved as it is of fundamental value.
Tolerance cannot be extended to those
kings. He stood for a hard form of
forms of expression which aim at under
way of life. There is guch a thing as
objective truth, and the individual can
not be permitted to corruot the com-
munity. There are limits to the free-
dom of expression, as otherwise it
would change its essential character and
degenerate into licence. Milton him
self did not preach universal tolerance,
and he was against allowing it to those
whom he thought would use it to un-
dermine the settled order of his own
day. This was his personal attitude to
his gontemporary world. He supported
Cromwell against the usurpation of
kins. He stood for a hard form of
Presbyterianism. But he was also a
genius and a man passionately addici-
ed to liberty and to intellectual free-
dom. The arguments he used to de-
fend his cause are as valid foday 8s
when he first used them. We can
afford to forget their incidental blem-
ishes. Milton’s plea is necessary to
that emancipation of the spirit of men
which can never be happy except when
its rights are respected. It is an in-
dictment, terrible in its intensity of
the bondage of the intellect into which
‘whole nations have been plunged in the
modern world, and we cannot but thrill
to the knowle8ge that there are parts
of the world in which democratic ideals
prevail in which the freedom of expres-
sion still flourishes. The censorship is
an object of very vehement protest,
but this does not mean that an intel-
ligent and liberal censorship sho.nld not
exisf Such a check is necessary to
) t licence, but it must be most

OF EXPRESSION:

judiciously applied. After all liberty
means responsibility, and where there
is 'no responsibility liberty loses gradu-
ally all its merit and becomes a danger,
It is evident to us that the gitts of
civilization are gifts which must al-
ways be well used and not allowed to
change their character by their abuse
to ignoble and selfish ends. No way
of life exists but must be maintained
at its level by the anxious consciences
of those who are members of such a
state in a spout of genuine and under-
standing service. Milton has provided
the groundwork of a defence of freedom
of speech and writing, and we in the
modern world cannot but remember that
it is our duty as well to uphold these
valid principles if we are to make secure
the foundations of our civilization.
© *® )

The classical tradition is more or
less dying out in the modern world,
and is being replaced by what are re-
garded as necessary “utilitarian studies.
It is undeniable that we are found to
lose much by this process of attrition.
The purpose of a liberal education is
to create a quality and outlook of mind
which makes us accept certain high
values in civilization, and maintain in-
tellectual standards which endow a
man with vision, sense and the power
of gradation and discrimination. The
collection of a vast mass of facts,
scientific or otherwise, does not create a
man of culture. This must come from
other sources and by other means. It
is accepted that culture ‘is connected
with af attitude of understanding ,to-
wards life, a knowledge of its supreme
functions, a due subordination of one
function to another, and a broad and
kindly tolerance. These the classical
tradition seems to generate and nothing
else can take its place. How much has
been done to preserve and extend this
culture can be seen in ‘A Short His-
tory of Classical Scholarship” by Sir
John Edwin Sandys (Colombo Book
Centre), a Cambridge University Press
publication, which tells an amazing
story of concentrated devotion t¢ the
classics, and the eagerness which the
greatest minds in the history of civili-
zation have absorbed its S 15
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vantages to the modern world.. which
capitalism is believed to have bestowed .
The place of the labour market in de-
termining economic policies is also given
careful attention and also its influence

SYMPOSIUM

on the political life of countries. 1In
this book we find a very strong attack
on some of the accepted economic
theories, and needless to say ¢he stand
point of the author is Marxian.
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is evident that the classics have formed
the mind of civilization, and given it a
peculiar and a noble. impress. All the
great poets have been deeply influenced
by the classics, and when they wrote
mn their own languages it was the clas-
sics that they were trying to imitate. .
Later the forms of poetry changed but
the influence always remained. The
romantic movement itself could not
escape so deep-rooted a tradition,
though it travelled far from this source
in quest of freedom. Men appear to
have been fascinated by this great and
immortal achievement of the ancient
world. Dante, Milton, Camoens and
many others could not have given us
such great poetry of their own in their
various languages if their minds had
not been steeped in the great works of
Greece nd Rome. It is surprising
how m; have toiled a lifetime to elu-
cidate the classics, and the world can-
not but prove itself ungrateful if this
magnificent influence is suffered to go
under an eclipse. But the classics, one
feels, will never be forgotten. There
will always be a classical revival, as has
happened o often before when men are
tired of worshipping at the shrines of
mere utility!

e .

There is no end of the indictment of
capitalism today, and it is assumed
frequently that it is a system which
has failed of its purpose and is bound
to fall into decay. Many scientific
studies have been made of this subject,
some from @ sympathetic and others
from a highly critical point of view,
which is not divested of sharp dispar-
agement, whilst others have been total-
ly destructive. In “Studies in the Deve-
lopment of Capitalism by Maurice Dobb
lopment ot Capitalism’ by Maurice Dobb
publication, this famous Cambridge eco-
nomist, the author of & former work
“Political Economy and Capitalism”
analyses most competently the main
factors in the epoch of modern capi-
talism. The bouMeoise elements of
capitalism are studied, and also the
method of formation of the proletariat,
We get a fair idea of the operations of
monopoly under the system of capital-
ism, and he depPecates the large ad-
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to the weather.
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Where black paint is desired
SIDEROSTHEN  black is
finest for protecting all kinds
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© SELF CONFIDENCE

Your Self Confidence dep.ends upon one
.vital factor. Are you stable financially ?

However stable your income may be,
remember, income fluctuates, It can never
be an absolute |asset.

Insurance is an asset altogether absolute. Diogenes lived in a barrel (otherwise empty, alas!) and went |

about with a lantern, seeking an honest man who could supply |
him with the perfect long drink. If Diogenes lived to-day, he might
still have to live in a barrel, but he would have the inestim-

Absolute security is what we offer you.
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