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A Tribute to Our Dearest Dad

Dear Dad,

We still do not understand why you left us. We still remember
kissing you goodnight as usual, us telling you that we would see you
the next day, and you telling us to get home safely. Never did we
imagine that it would be the last time that we would see each other.
We didn’t know things would turn out the way it did on the grave
day of Tuesday 24" October. It seems just like yesterday we were at
Abbila’s graduation, celebrating and taking pictures. We didn’t know
that it would be one of the last times that we would take a family
picture together.

You always called us ‘pottai’ and ‘poddiya’ — now who will call us like
that? You always loved cooking in the kitchen with Mum and asking
us to taste it — now who will do that. Life is never going to be the
same again. We woke up one day and you were gone, it still does
not feel real. One of the main pieces of our family jigsaw has gone.
We both promise to ensure that we complete the dreams you had
for us, and more.

It makes us sad knowing that you will no longer be there to call us
every morning to make sure we are awake before exams, no one to
lovingly fight with us over who gets the most porrial at dinner time
and we will no longer hear Tamil music from the golden era playing
in the house. At home, we often spoke about the places we wanted
to visit as a family and goals we wanted to achieve together. You
may be no longer with us but do not worry, we promise to complete
them in your honour and we know that you will be there enjoying
these places with us in spirit.

You are and will always be the most impaortant man in our lives and
you promised that you would always be there to guide us. Even
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though you’re not here anymore, we know you will be doing this as
vou lock down on us from heaven.

Dad, remembering you is easy, and we will do it every day for the
rest of our lives. But the pain of losing you is something that will
never go away. You will always be in our hearts, we will never forget
your teachings, and we know that you will continue to protect us
from above. '

Your loving twins,

Abini and Abbila
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My Cousin and Brother-in-Law Jayanthan

Fifty-nine years ago, Jayanthan was born in a small village called
Navali. He was the second eldest of five children born to Mr
Thamboo Selladurai and Mrs Vethavalli Selladurai.

At a very young age his parents moved to Mallakam and he was
surrounded by his paternal uncles and aunts, all of whom lived
within close proximity of each other. The Kanapathipillai,
Sellathurai, Nadarasan and Ponappah family homes were all within a
walking distance of each other. This meant that Jayanthan grew up
amongst the love and nurture, not only of his parents but also of his
aunts and uncles and his beloved cousins. Given that all the cousins
were within a similar age group, they all grew up together.

Jayanthan’s primary schooling was Adakiri Primary School, in Navali,
thereafter he attended Union College and then went to Mahajana
College in Tellippaliai. In 1978, at the tender age of 19, Jayanthan
came to London, England. It is in this country that he would spend
the next 40 years of his life until his untimely passing on 24™
October 2017.

In 1982, he completed his higher studies and started working in the
retail sector. On August 21%, 1989, Jayanthan married Komathy, the
second daughter of Sellathurai and Vijayaluxmi. On the 30™
September 1994, they were blessed with the arrival of their beloved
children, Abbilash and Abini. Jayanthan’s beloved son and daughter
were twins and their arrival completed his family.

There are so many different aspects of Jayanthan that | can share
with you. In the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, Jayanthan and | lived
together in a house share in London. During this time, we cooked
together, ate together, bickered with each other, spoke of our
dreams and ambitions with each other. As life evolved and each of
us started our own family lives, we still kept in touch with each
other. Jayanthan is not only my brother in law, he is also my cousin.
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His life has been intertwined with mine for as long as | can
remember.

Jayanthan’s interests included music, cooking and DIY. He was an
ardent fan of MGR, Sivaji Ganeshan and Jayalalithaa. He pursued
this interest by always listening to the music he loved so much and
watching the films of his favourite actors. His love and admiration
for these actors developed during his childhood and had stayed with
him since. Jayanthan also loved cooking for his family and his
speciality was mutton curry and chicken curry. Every weekend he
would take on the role of cooking for the family, and invite friends
to try the food he cooked. Around the home, whenever small tasks
had to be done, Jayanthan would always fix it himself.

Jayanthan was an active member of Mallakam Makkal Manram. The
Mallakam Makkal Manram was formed around 7 years ago in the
United Kingdom to help adults who live below poverty line ir
Mallakam as weli as assist children with their education. Jayanthan
always wanted to help these young vulnerable children and adults
and he was always seeking ways in which the Mallakam Makkal
Manram could help them. The committee members of Mallakam
Makkal Manram will sadly miss him.

A devoted and committed family man, Jayanthan lived for his wife
and children. His children’s success was his utmost priority and he
made many sacrifices to afford them all the opportunities that life
presented. In turn, Abbilash and Abini have done their father proud
by becoming the best in their chosen field of study. Jayanthan’s joy
at Abini having entered medical school was overwhelming. His pride
on attending Abbilash’s graduation ceremony a mere two months
ago was a gift from God for all the sacrifices that Jayanthan had
made for his children.

To his beloved wife, Komathy and his children Abbilash and Abini he
has left a void that is irreplaceable. We seek solace in God Almighty
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that he provides Komathy and the children the strength to face a life
without Jayanthan.

His passing has left a big void in the lives of his cousins, all of whom
he grew up with. Their own life paths have also led them to London
and so, in essence, Jayanthan had spent his entire life in the
presence of the cousins who loved him so much.

In concluding, | want to share a quote with you:

When someone you love becomes a Memory, the memory
becomes a Treasure,

Jayanthan, you have now become a part of my treasured memories.
| was very blessed to have you in my life. | will miss you and | wish
you eternal rest until we all meet again.

Aandha Naal Nyabagam Nenjille Vandhadhe

Nanbane, Nanbane, Nanbane

indha Naal, Andru Pol Inbamaay lllaye

Athu Yen? Yen? Yen?

Nanbane.

Jayanthan we all love you Rest in Peace.

Kumar and Archam
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Family Tree of Late Mr.

Sellathurai
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/
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Our Dearest Uncle Jayanthan

Sellathurai Jayanthan was a beloved cousin brother, brother in-law
and uncle to our family. When our father spoke of his childhood
days in Mallakam, he always made a fond reference to Jayanthan
Uncle.

On any one of our visits to London, Jayanthan Uncle was always so
hospitable and welcomed us with his characteristic warmth, We wili
always remember how respectable and fond he was of our husband
and father whom he atfectionately called “Varathannai”. Above all
else, he was a family man and the success and wellbeing of his
children was the most important aspect of his life.

We mourn his untimely passing and ask the Almighty to help
Komathy Aunty, Abbilash and Abini during this darkest period of
their lives. May the treasured memories they have of Jayathan
Uncle give them cemfort.

May his soul find eternal rest.
Om Shanthi! Om Shanthi! Om Shanthi!
Kamala, Thangam & Gopi Shastivarathan

Johannesburg
South Africa
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From Gengatharan on behalf of KANAPATIPPILLAI KUDUMBAM
(Family)

If | look back, it was January 1958. Jayanthan was born at Jaffna
Inuvil hospital to wonderful parents Mr.&Mrs. Sellathurai. | was
there with his Dad Late Mr.Sellathurai. | never ever thought after 59
years | will be sitting here to write this obituary message.

| feel so very sad and ‘upset that | am having to write this méssage
today to a dearest and irreplaceable person in my life. It is hard
coming to terms with the loss of someone in my life as significant as
Jayanthan.

The moment my brother Kumar told me one of the worst news I'd
ever heard in my life was the moment everything seemed to
collapse around me. | couldn’t concentrate on any work, struggled
to stand or walk without an aide. | spent more time alone even
when surrounded by my family, but the same selfish thought stuck
in my head, why did he leave us at the age of 59.

In my life, | feel lost. A place in my heart has gone. No longer will |
hear the sweet and tender voice of my dearest cousin Jayanthan.

| still remember the days in Batticaloa Sri Lanka year 1962, as an
elder brother | have to take, Jayanthan and other children to school
in the morning before | go to my college. Those days were one of my
sweet memaries.

On his father’s request | called him to London to pursue his higher
studies. Eventually he got married to Komathy and they have two
children Abbila & Abini. | must say that Komathy is one of the
treasures he got in his life.

As far as | am concerned Abini & Abbilash are not children, they are
the God'’s gift treasures to his family. Any parents would be proud to
have such wonderful children.
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Only two months ago Abbilash had his convocation after graduation
at UCL . | was there along with his parents and Abini. | saw tears of
joy on Jayanthan’s eyes. He was looking forward to the day of
Abini’s Graduation as Doctor in the Medical College. But the
almighty had other Ideas, and he has taken him away from his
beloved family.

Jayanthan for your children, you had been a guide, Guru and advisor
throughout your life. Needless to say that you were the backbone to
your late parents and your brothers and sisters.

In future, | do not know what they will do without you.

You were so selfless and looked after your wife Komathy's sisters
and brothers.

You made your Abini & Abbilash so safe and secure in this world.
You worked hard all your life for them and you gave them
everything.

When | look back, | see you as a loving son to your parents, and a
loving and caring husband to your beloved wife Komathy. But above
all you were a loving Appa to Abini and Abbilash.

| was told that your wife was at East ham Lord Murugan temple,
praying for your health, on the same day and time you left all of us
in tears. | hope and pray that Lord Murugan will guide your family
through” THICK AND THIN".

It is only now that you have gone that | realise that | never told you
that | am very proud to be your cousin, and a dear friend that my
family and | love so much. We will treasure your memories and the
days we lived together.
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You will always be in our heart.
May you attain Moksha in Lord Shiva’s heavenly Kingdom

OM NAMASHIVAYA

As the gir takes away the aroma from the source(or flower), similarly
aatma{sprit or soulj takes the six sensory faculties from the physical
body it cast off(during death) to the (ne physical) body it acquires in
reincarnation by the power of Karma.

Bhagavad Gitg 15.08

We will miss you and we know you will be with us till eternity
Genga & Vathsala,

Kumar & Archam,

Vasanthy & Vijeyakumar

Jeyanthi & Ramakrishnan

Mrs Kamala Shastivarathan

To Our Dearest Periyappa

| didn’t know Periyappa so well since we lived in different countries,
but we do know he was a very nice, funny, and chilled person. Every
year, he and his family would call our hotise on mine and Keethen's
birthday and would be super kind, give us good advice and wish us
the best.

The last time we saw him in person was around ten years ago, his
family came over to Toronto to visit us in the summer for about
three weeks. To say the least, it was one of the most memorable
moments of my childhood. One of the stories my parents always tell
us was when going to Niagara Falls, our Periyappa found out that
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the falls was on the Canadian and American border. He got very
excited and wanted to at least touch the ground in America but
unfortunately we never got to that. From that trip, we made many
funny memories and unforgettable ones too that will always be
remembered.

When we got here in England, we had a realization of how many
people are affected by Periyappa’s death. It shows lots of people
cared about him and that they will miss him. What we know about
him is that he was a cool uncle to us, a loving father to his kids, and
a great husband to our Periyamma. Even though he is no longer
with us he will always be here in spirit. Our whole family is
devastated by this loss and will be thinking about him. We found the
news shocking when we first heard about it. That is why our goal is
to love and support the family whenever they need it so they have a
long and successful future. Rest in peace Periyappa.

Niece & nephew
Banu & Keethen

Our Periyappa

Periyappa was my favourite. He was my Dad’s elder brother.
Whenever he used to see my brother and me, he would always ask
us if we knew his name. Periyappa always took the time to make us
tasty food. He would phone me and Yathu every birthday to wish us.
Every Christmas he would always bring us presents. | couldn’t see
Periyappa for the last few weeks of his life. We love you Periyappa.

Niece & nephew
Shayithy and Yathu
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Dearest Jayanthan Uncle

From past experiences in our family, when a tragedy occurs we are
given time to cherish the final moments with our beloved ones,
allowing reality to sink in and come to acceptance. However, in this
unfortunate circumstance with our Jayanthan Uncle, we could not
spend those final moments with him; one could not have expected
such a sudden departure of an integral member of our family.

A modest, strong minded individual, our uncle was someone who
had a very optimistic perspective to life. Always with a smile on his
face and making jokes, it has been that more challenging to
comprehend this immense loss.

Spending a vast amount of time during our childhood at his house,
we have several memorable highlights of our time with Jayanthan
Uncle; he was an incredibly hospitable man. Furthermore, being my
mother’s brother inevitably he had quite a firm hand, but he was a
motivating individual who always encouraged others to do their
best.

Having similar characteristics with our own father, we question
ourselves pondering how this could have happened in the first
place. He would follow the same procedures as our father: going to
bed checking the gas hobs and door a numerous amount of times
even though he already knew everything was fine; the copious
amounts of careful perceptive driving and even the regular hair
dying process. They were even the same age, yet it's baffling that
for two individuals who grew up like brothers together, this unfitting
demise would happen.

It has been incredibly challenging to comprehend the loss of our
beloved uncle. The fact that we couldn’t cherish the final moments
with him, spend time with him and let us accept the inevitable
circumstance has truly been heart-breaking. A kind hearted, humble
gentleman; Jayanthan Uncle is 2 man who could put a smile on
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anyone’s face and not only was he a great person, he raised a
wonderful family who have kept incredibly strong these recent
times. We hope our dearest Jayanthan Uncle will rest in peace, his
wisdom passed to his two children will permeate through
generations to come,

Sanjay and Saranya

(nephew and niece)

My Dearest Periyappah

Jayanthan Periyappah was a big part of my life. He wasn’t just my
Periyappah but he was also my Appa. Ever since | was little he would
always play with me and visit me on my birthday. You would joke
around with me and my family. He was very involved in my life and
wanted the best for me. | was very close to him and it will be
difficult not seeing him again.

His food was amazing and he loved my mum's patties. He was very
warm hearted and will be remembered for that. | will never forget
how much you cared for me and how you took care of me like your
own son. You always encouraged me to work hard and | will try my
best to make you proud of me.

May your soul rest in peace.

Your loving nephew, Aswin Sriparan
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JAY MAMA

We were deeply shocked and could not believe when our mum told
us that you had passed away.

It was always fun for us to visit your home to see you, Papa mami,
Abini acca and Abbila anna. We are well aware of how well you
looked after your children. You were a great example for everyone.
We were always excited to visit your home since you always treated
us with cookies, croissants and orange juice. You advised us about
the importance of attending a better school and giving priority for
the studies. You told us how you successfully prepared Abbila anna
and Abini acca for the eleven plus exams.

Our dad stayed with you when he first arrived in England and he did
tell us about the good time he had whilst staying with you.

We will miss you Jay Mama everyday of our life,

Love,

Hrish & Nihilesh
(Nephews}

Dear Jay Mama/Jayanthan Machan

It shocks us that you were taken from us so suddenly, with no
warning, and we still cannot believe it. Although it hurts to know
that you won’t be around anymore, we would still like to thank you
for all the memories that you've given us.

Thank you for always looking after Gaya ever since she was just a
little baby living across the street from you and for letting us treat
your home as our own ail the time. We can’t imagine stepping into
the same house and not seeing you there in the kitchen cooking
away.
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Although your passing has left a hole in our family’s hearts, I'm sure
we would all agree in saying how we are thankful for so many great
memories to cherish and fill up that hole.

What Gaya liked best about you was that you always motivated and
inspired her to keep succeeding in life and to study hard to get
where she wants to be and she always looked up to your
relationship with Komathy aunty and at what a great father you
were to Abini Acca and Abbilash Anna to see them get to where
they are today. Your guidance to them has always put a positive
influence on her to work just as hard as them.

You were always good hearted and will forever be remembered for
your good humour, like when we joked and laughed in the countless
carpool drives we had to go anywhere. You were genuinely like
another father to Gaya and were like a brother to us.

You never got involved in family drama and always kept to your own
business, | don’t think there is any other cousin we are as close to as
we are to you, having been neighbours even before Gaya was born
on Clements road back in East Ham. We always enjoyed your
company and we will all miss you very dearly.

From the Gowrikaran Family
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