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' A critical examination of the class~
ical literature of Tamil and the Etymology:

of the more ancient Tamil words should

give several revealing indications into’

the primitive origing of the Fine Arts,
including poetry. This is an unexplored
field. What is remarkable is that Mr. S.
Benedict proceeding from the intuitive
vision of an artist has outlined with
original skill the origins of primitive
art, and shown how the environment and the
primary needs and functions of primitive
man give rise to movement, rhythm, dance,
song, painting and sculpture. In .this
respect how revealing are the Tamil words
QYDF, Y9, YL &, urL_e, aldrurL_e, Gurgr
L.aV, Arri_e, QETE@ri_ri_e etc.

I am myself of the opinion that
Sangam Literature clearly demonstrates
that the primitive "shaman" or 9 saiever
is the source to which literary and art-
istic functionaries may trace their distant
origin. While reading Mr. Benedict’s study
I have been reminded of the best pages of
some of the Western writers who have dealt
with Primitive Art—Herbert Read, Herbert
Kuhn, and taken in imagination to the cave
paintings of Spain and France, to Altamira
and Lascaux.

Mr. Benedict has bvrought original
thinking to the problem of Primitive Art
which incidentally is so similar to child-
ren’s art.His is the first study to be
published in Tamil on this subject. He
has succeeded remarkably well because
his +thinking and his writing are both

it

original, clear and racy. Mr. Benedict
has also illustrated his writing with his
own drawings. I am hoping he will give
us many more books in Tamil on Art, its
origins, its theory, its history in
different countries, the lives of famous
painters and sculptors, and introduce
famous masterpieces to the Tamil reading
public. I am hoping he will also write
about that integral education and balanced
development which education through art
confers.

Original books of this kind are the
ones which educationists will ;unhesita-
tingly recommend to be pres:ribed among
the books meant for study in the higher
forms of our schools. Mr. Benedict de-
serves to be better known, since we shall
be the poorer if we failed to make use of
his talent and his art.

chwisz 5 gﬁani c/\/ayagam.’

University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya.
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