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IV. The Tamil Production of Tennessee William’s
“The Glass Menagerie’

The Tamil production of Tenessee William's ‘Glass Menagerie, put on the
stage at the Lionel Wendt on the 3rd February, 79 was a good experiment.
Like the Sinhala translation it sounded most natural, perhaps because the
situation involving an unmarried daughter and her mother’s desire to get her
settled, strikes a common chord in all countries. The trouble with translation
is how far instance the word jonquils can never be pictured by alocal audience.
By changing it to the name of a local flower perhaps Marigold, it may have
been better. Also in both Sinhalese and Tamil translations Menagerie has been
translated as Maligawa, which means a mansion, not Menagerie.

The Sinhala stage of course is very active, and its production of the
same play was very dramatic, and full of pathos, with the pain of the love
between brother and sister. The Tamil version, put on by Nirmala Nithi-
anandan was very simply handled. The universal situation of a mother,
poor but still valiantly trying to keep a semblance of gentility. Bringing
up her two children and like all mothers having such dreams for them.
Here the story starts to unfold, as the mother refuses to admit to herself
her daughter is both back ward and a cripple. When her ambitions for her
daughter to be a stenographer are dashed, she weaves a fantasy involving
love and marriage for the poor girl. The son, nagged beyond breaking point,
leaves home, and mother and daughter are left alone to face life; probably
the mother being the kind of person she is, will invent another fantasy. As
unreal and fragile as her daughter’s glass animals in her glass menagerie.

The part of the daughter played by Anandarani Rajaratnam was very
well done. Tom (played by K. Balendra) failed, in being too philosophic
in his characterization. The set was too comfortable to give the effect of a
down at heel working class home. Nirmala Nithianandan, does a fine job
as the mother and Jim, the friend brought in as a suitor for Laura is also
convincing. I do wish Tamil actors will stop using powder and lipstick in
the crude way it is applied now. No makeup may have been better. Any
way, Tamil theatre being rare. It was a treat to see this rare. It was a treat
to see this play. Let’s hope more plays will come to the Lionel Wendt in
the future.

- Tribune, March 24th, 1979
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28.08.99 - Oslo, Norway

18.09.9¢ - Secombe Theatre, Sutton
Drama Festival

21.11.99 - The Bhavan Centre, Kensington

21.10.00 - Winston Churchill Collegiate Auditorium, Scarborough,
Canada

24.02.00 - Paul Robeson Theatre, Hounslow
Drama Festival

05.05.01 - Kelsey Park School Hall, Kelsey
Tamil Doctors Organisation

05.05.02 - London Sivan Temple Hall, Lewisham
Drama Festival

08.02.03 - Waltham Forest Theatre, Lloyds Park, Walthamstow
Drama Festival

19.07.03 - St. Albertus Magnus Church, Germany
Drama Festival

02.08.03 - Beck Theatre, Hayes
“Poobala Raagangal”

09.04.07 - Winston Churchill Theatre, Ruislip
Drama Festival
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V1. Tamil Arts Society Vows the Audience, Thrice Over

With such awesome reviews from their previous performances, the “Tamil
Performing Arts Society” were invited for the second time around to perform
at the Paul Robeson Theatre, Hounslow on February 24, 2001. The event was
a complete success for both Paul Robeson Theatre and for the Tamil Perform-
ing Arts Society, as could only be seen by the generous turnout of the audi-
ence consisting of the young to the more senior generation of the Tamil
society.

Simplicity created into an immensely moving drama Kanaadi Vaar-
pugal has been adapted from one of Tennessee Williams best plays of
the last century. The amazing reproduction was skilfully produced and
directed by K Balendra — masterly integrating to today’s Tamil society
theme, each line handled to the new identity.

With a captivated audience the story unfolded with mother, two grown
children and memories of their father and husband. When watching this
unique presentation one realised that the path oflife cannot be altered but
can only be made better from seeing each other’s lives. Dharshini Gane-
shapillai captures the essence of serenity as Usha - guarding and delight-
ing in her collection of ornaments; much like herself: beautiful, delicate
and fragile. A delight to watch given the sincerity put into a character of
psychological disability, Dharshini seemed absolutely absorbed into Usha,
able to display multitudes of emotions. Time after time one could feel the
fear and anxiety stirring within her. Not being able to confront or even
to simply talk open heartly, Dhars..:ni takes Usha to reach out in silence.
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‘Amma; brilliantly played by Anandarani Balendra, always at Usha’s
side to comfort and protect, enlivens the performance with her outra-
geous outbursts and fiery qualms towards her son Jegan’ — at the same
time creating an air of balance within a home; much sort after even in
today’s families.

Arnother superb performance was from S Vasudevan - playing
‘Jegan’. Working in a shoe factory, no direction in life, angry with his
mother...and father. Desperate to leave the family (like his father did)
but is held back by the love of his sister...He soon bégins to examine his
own life, planning for a new one, and even with constant clashes with
Ammma adheres to her wishes in finding a life partner for his sister ‘Usha’
Sadly...things do not work out...hopes arise but are soon dashed when
Jegan’s friend ‘Ramesh’ — soulfully played by V. Sivasuthan - is already
engaged to be married. The family is left in despair...Ultimately...we see
the audience captivated and left to digest each character who have taken
on their own persona...emulating reality, creativity and enthusiasm with
heart stopping moments in between.

TPAS is said to have begun its activities in 1978 in Sri Lanka with
intention of establishing a serious Tamil theatre movement through the
continuous staging of plays of quality. The Society has since performed
Drrama Festivals successfully in many countries.

- Tamil Guardian, Wednesday, March 21, 2001
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VIIL. Brilliant Tamil Play Kannaadi Warpukal

This play was one of those staged by the Tamil Performing Arts
Society at the Secombe Theatre, Sutton on 18th September 99. It had
already been staged in Sri Lanka in 1978 with great success. Patience,
enjoyment, participation, appreciation and pin drop silence even among
the children were the order of the day, a very mature and culturally
oriented audience . This itself as a tribute to the high standard aspired to
by the Tamil Performing Arts Society. Tamil Drama lovers are indeed
fortunate to have such a dedicated Drama group, who are swimming
against the current, to produce plays of superb quality. Mr and Mrs
Balendra are the inspiration for this aspiring Drama Group which cer-
tainly deserves support from the Tamils in the UK and also from the UK
Arts Council.

The social realism in this play is remarkable as it has brought out
the concerns and anxieties of a mother who brings up her daughter, Usha
and son Jegan all by herself, the father having deserted them. The gen-
eration gap between, on the one hand the overbearing mother who is
unable to break with showpiece living and obscurantic aspects of Tamil
culture and unable to change with time and on the other hand her chil-
dren, who truthfully are aspiring to live lives of their choice, is well
portrayed. Home life under their overbearing mother is suffocating Jegan
and Usha. There is no space and freedom for them to develop and their
naturally healthy personalities are becoming stunted. This is the common
scenario in most Sri Lankan Tamil homes in the UK.
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Unable to escape the stranglchold of home, Usha shrinks to the min-
iaturised world of her glass dolls through which she finds tranquillity and
expression. The mother believes that Usha is mentally ill and is anxious
that she will not be able to find a suitable match for her daughter who
has neither formal education and emptoyment nor dowry. In desperation
the mother pesters Jegan to bring any suitable boy for fixing 2 marriage
- for Usha. He brings his work mate, Ramesh to a prearranged dinner
evening, all of which are resented by Usha, who was in love with a boy
of the same name at her old school. Ramesh was unaware of the ulterior
motive behind this dinner invitation. Eventually it turned out, much to
everybody’s surprise, that the guest who arrived for dinner was in fact the
same Ramesh once loved by Usha. During intimate conversation in the
same evening Ramesh tells Usha that he is engaged to another girl whom
he loves. Usha was shattered and so is her mother. The play ends thus!

A brilliant play well acted by all especially by Anandarany Balendra
whose dramatic talents are second to none. It is scheduled to be staged
again at the Bharata Vidya Bhavan on 21st November. A golden oppor-
tunity to see it, for those who missed it.

M. Sooriasegaram
Tamil Times, Oct. 1999
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