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Patron & President

Ms. Abisaini Padmasiri
0Old Boys of Jaffna Hindu C
Mr. S. Mahendravarman
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Welcome to Geethavani 2013,

The executive committee of the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys'
Association of Australia, NSW Branch is delighted to welcome you all to
our 8th Geethavani Awards, an evening of singing competition and scene
songs. The Geethavani Awards is the first ever Tamil singing competition
in Australia which was initiated and hosted by the JHC OBA Sydney

in 2006. Since then it has continued to grow in quality and popularity
annually.

"loday we are presenting you an exciting and entertaining program. We have taken the Geethavani to a new
level by bringing in and integrating the music industry experts from India with our local artists and singers. The
candidate selection process was independent and impartial with the highest degree of fairness. ‘The play back
singers Kalpana Ragaventhar and Anantha Narayanan together with the music director Sathiskumar Govindan
conducted the shortlisting of candidates from India. Today we are presenting you 21 talented contestants who

will be singing and competing in their categories to win the prestigious Geethavani Award.

It has been a great achievement for JHC OBA to organise such a world class event. Intricate planning and
endless efforts have gone into the preparations of this event. To commemorate this event, we have produced a
comprehensive souvenir booklet with very useful articles and information for your reading. One of which is a
preliminary research completed on the “The State of Higher Education in the North and East of Sri Lanka”. This
extensive study is the first of this kind conducted in Srilanka and took around a month to collect the data. The
dara is specially analysed and presented on the request of JHC OBA Sydney. Some of the analysis and findings
are included in this booklet.

‘The JHC OBA Sydney has been active for the last 19 years and currently has over 250 members. The excellent
cducation that we obtained through our school life at JHC had greatly contributed to our successful careers all
over the world. The JHC has set a yard stick not only academically, but also in extracurricular activities. These
achievements by JHC OBA Sydney would not have been possible withour the commitments and dedication
of all committee members who gave up their valuable time to work towards the success of this event. We have
organised and completed several events in the last six months. In January 2013, the JHC old boys together
with Tamil businesses have organised the first ever Grand Thai Pongal Festival in Sydney. JHC OBA has also
organised and played two cricket matches and one tennis match with other OBAs in Sydney.

The ﬁm&s raised by this event and through other activities will be utilised for assisting the educarional and sports
acrvities in our homeland. Last year, the JHC OBA Sydney, with the support of the other OBAs, has organised

inaugural Jaffna Inter School sports, and we were very privileged to donate much valuable sports equipment

- schools in Jaffna and Vanni.

' 90rtu]1ity to thank all committee members and their families for their effort and commitment to
1avani Awards 2013 a grand success. | would also like to thank the audience and the sponsors for

and continuous support. Your support provides us encouragement and confidence to take up more
ture. On behalf of the committee, I once again welcome you all to this grand Geethawani

Geethavani Awards 2013
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JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE

Phane: 021 222 2431, Fax 021 222 1431 Jaffna - Sri Lanka
E.mnil : princips! & jhefk Web page : www. el

Deputy Principal
V.Ganesarajah i S.Nimnlan
BCom. Dip. in'Ed, M Ed_ SLEAS SaSptTed. Bd, MA (Pub Adwir),
I Principal Dip. in. Ed, SLPS
P.Gananathesigan Viee Principal
B4 Dip. inEd, MEA. SLPS Mrs.S.Surenthiran
BSc.(Hang), Dip, in. E4

I am indeed delighted to give my message of Congratulations to the Old Boys™ Association, Sydney on
this Memorable Day of “Geethavani Awards 2013”.

We are very proud to say thart all the sons of Jaffna Hindu College have distinguished themselves in different
ways of life and bring fame and name to their Alma mater. Above all they prove to be very grateful to their

Alm 4 mater.

The Old Boys Association Sydney has been very generous in their contribution to Jaffna Hindu College in

maﬂy Wi:lys Which cannot be ﬁxpfessﬂd in wofds or ﬁg‘tlfes. e
The school community extends sincere thanks to all the members for their ] .
great generosity. v gmaﬁ

Let me wish “Geethavani Awards™ all the success and may it continue for

oy | dugfe

Patron's Message

I have great pleasure and honour in sending this message to the
souvenir to be published in connection with Geethavani Awards 2013.

Let me take this opportunity to thank pmfound_ly our old boys especially
the President, Secretary and the executive committee, for your excellent
enthusiasm, dedication and commitment that ensure the great success of
Geethavani, an event of high caliber for the cighth year in succession.
Happy to note thart each year the standard of competition has improved
tremendously.

Geethavani Awards event provides an opportunity to encourage the growing number of talented Tamil singers
in Australia, thereby promoting our culture.

This event besides providing an evening of entertainment together with opportunities for old boys and their
families to meer and mingle, share their good old memories, strengthen their fricndship and ro enhance their
loyalty to our Alma mater and also to raise funds. The funds raised by way of this programme are utilised not
only to provide financial assistance to various educational projects at college but also to help the needy children
in the war-torn areas in our homeland.

Jaffna Hindu College can be justifiably proud of her excellent record, judging by her performance and the
galaxy of distinguished old boys this prestigious institution has produced in its over hundred years service. Even
today amidst untold hardships in our homeland the college’s contribution is no less significant. The excellent
education and virtues instilled at our Alma mater have nurtured us ro what we arc today and has helped us ro
lead a meaningful life on a foreign soil.

In conclusion, I express my great joy at the old student’s loyalty towards our Alma mater and wish you all, for
your continued success in the great work you are doing for our prestigious institution.

Suravanamutive Fvnnampalam

4 g Geethavani Awards 2013



| P OTANRT ShisbiesT D s0meTTaIL

el @umaﬂ BB @hd almmsiist S g Lsmpw

: i Breuond S aliGan &aoal, sundany, aismsnwunt ({
|E1aagpm4¢asmsrr fflg)uum BLTHE alhIETNE. Bisadl sufmdulsh SgHeuram almaissT
a_a;mvﬁ(hsﬂu_rrrg‘jm wmp @hgelar el wnen Sefiniol s FSowsnp T LITeS
e s GeUDPdsL D LhbaEHDI.

Bsar Deiiamniulst o eomhdgl Sl &SI 2 anplnTaemyLD, DIa5)d ] sl samsn LD
Ul eIl L6l Udbdibenst GUITEST S HaTanml STeuhbaTa osiiamml Sullsh
GTEUEITI SIICH HeMey &6V SN ThIms sUsTTS S h&HaGaim, SCHEUNTEL Fadmi SIp auThss Hnieahissmar
LITIEsITILIL Gﬂr@] LsRIGUWIT ®emen SBe0N& &1 susniid Slég ubslsoons BibhSEamg cTamrad maunsrg. GarsmuTs
@l LLLRID” GTEATOTEST D). DNKEUTE @oilny HUUD suidbams ssilsl o wiay sog YsubeuUT sOh DB oHensds
ubsusOWI & FDSLHID eTslim sunpdd @b SsEsuram slibaimaisr Caliag Tdmmsd snb CarGan@E CHmsi
[Bemmewii dsil - s femuish

4 6T TyEran Dignigganamurant TSS Worldwide Money Transfer [iiauna @uidagdai SiqnOigbusi e dieth gD,

- 1INDOID - Hpaursm aTingimat Junior, Youth, Senior, Duet (gt asbalbaman sl gicbsilei <2 a)d ) Enam e Hai.
Sri Accounting &im. @mrsi Dsutsst, TSS Worldwide Money Transfer dim. 1irgusir  saimasst VimTec
&lip. alinsb s’ ®si1, BJ Accounting $im. (0B hoel Sasst (nhmib Professional Accountants #im. somhigsn Siisn
BT HIgHEGI T, |

4 Emauran aliipHiSs HSDFS IS TamsLITenT HsiT, pmist 2 ameusDd WwHmID LSLGLT(HST sunaiD SHlih. Losmis
Sialimsl, Aussie Unity Real Estate #lin. ##adi =aiissl, Excellent Jewellers &b, Gasnbsil iaisst, Danson
Electronics #im. auwihaar. School of Electrical Engineering & Telecommunication, UNSW, Head of School
Gupmdlflwi. @. oubdadErnet “Nalfisat, ipmb Pendle Hill Fish Market #lin. afi&ammar, JK Halal Meat Pendle Hill
Hih. Ggamil, Usmipll omeoeush ndsominsull HhHSICIET DmIh fhgHl 2 sosusn Hip. Ggeuil sl HEhdsio,

4 eledd GUTL LpwinsnlT Gopflay, chds B Csondsnan, dnii) Ut sbEmsn alpbidll GHiafbdn Haogulama
Tednaoramfl T BT 6T HELUSTT InDOID Dbl DIelTHEhHEGL. DUl S sTindd W hGUBHHL FIall GCoTsms
6T ST D,

2 Geitsmny Gemd WwenpuTall EWIEGDNT Eih. #Ea2 G BaETalhs AeuTsmsT, Esnau)l @ 1oL [Hinsbsn hiih 15
G LTaun 20" 6T US 61 SITngl UTEULLIT. InDniD Bieurdg) 55 SMeDEhTHs Hih. Fh&HGIF6r. Hibh.
T &I (FSH) Fin. Cauresl o L& 2 st@nil @anad msnsushiissi. Ashwin Nair, Pratheeh Gurunathan, Jose
Mathew it &em&sL0,

& 6TING| HEMIPTGa GHTamiL weulDg aleailh GaTReHS HrGsulE @iuins sMelfbs Usss alzausninling
Beubsann aihbs s1aih Lsiel haiiusi . Bosss (s sr) auisahdah, ehmb s §06. 35
B)lp QIS L |HEHST, BHEURIENT sulzeusnoil], BbSIL GHTLILIL simeméd Baist GaIBHES Hib. GMNUsWIT (Gashisnam)
e MeEhESD, LhnD S0P &L Fs5&Ee 2 400U T1s0hs GUILGLI G&TINT GEsii wiiuTaiD el sehEsin,

dgams alhHsenis B0l SNl s weoflng alenbuyhisaa Shadalin Haaihd ailbss
e ﬂ@mma&:@aa@m @ang LUTpNETUGDGED, @bHand uTTlusnD @ weibg o safu wmp (Yaarl Function Center)

; 'Geethziirani Awards 2013




slodg Usvandssiaid 2 el Harm i HaT, Ll u:ﬂmam {iebiEibeT, Sepouiafl GUIL pILTETTH6T, BalTSHD
+ @&OPUSHAT, GUIL pwTaTTHmaT NHUPHD GF lIHeUHaT, enbdld GmiBHibHaul s, alipraldsd abme Hhoallasl,
DI sumbdgl WS suphiBLaiTEanhdai,

wmplmaih @hadh soaurl Lsvipul oTaRlTasT, Hiams @iy 2_mintoisen Saifissl i GHOUHSRIT, K iTHeT,
¥ GuaTs GFUDGLY 2 DTS LTS 2 smpliBl siogl Gauphie alfaidbbEl cTOMTs0 DmeLINESTH. @GBS
QTSmO GaaeTill] HmIgTaMmamuTsTT GETLITUTL she0 bl 6Fis ABd@nT (Sr) el senisin.

FHeval TS ApsBAND, SsoaumldFTansolls snndd Lsvalfeafain o sall  SeanHd. GITagmsr, maidbHl HsoThis.

4 eI HapTHE, GUTHLIEOTSTT. B Hamsl, HAUT. al. SEMNFITRT, U AHBUT. Hmind. aCuhdTa, = dMumsst. S,
EraibBTHTHaT, Hbh. CITHRSGID, HNeUTHET 1I0DMID FH. (DDLU, Hih. UTCIOALEITET, (OTsIaTHs FTLUTS Gy shasl
Opgssi (13E) iohmib sismamoly $aleT Garsrianion. Falbsitn aldssm . nonedbial Halmsst, @mounica &
ymaluL e lumsnh wisfisnsal, Sh. seudpua oomih Wwmh Ehg Jramanunstt GuITHRuT Aamamsar (USA)
Balil EhdEGLD,

SUOG| Loamonihd bandsnst GHTalds Gotsiaidsh wnplumamn Ghaid ssuam Jl el uspipw s
b HmTHL [HiD Hsmpaisn HemEmTiD.

GHLINE VIEION ‘amfu umppet S HoEIT @awGh yBpHES b’
GoNTSSeb LTSS

Gawaw s

wip Gibhgl usmipw oTsmal] dhidlh - £ el

RSP

W) SbHS SO LEHIPUI LTENAN FRISID - SlaavadCreour

JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA, VICTORIA (INC)
Registered Address: 58A Lakefield Drive, Ferntree Gully, Vic 3056

=9 Postal Address: 3, Mayfield Place, Rowville, VIC 3178

' Incorporated Association - Registration No.: A0035084]

www.jhcobamelbourne.org.au

It is with great pleasure I send this message to the Geethavani 2013.

This annual grand evenr organized by the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association
of Australia, New South Wales (Sydney) has been a very popular event among our
community. I admire the dedication and determination of the JHC OBA Sydney in ‘

organizing this event continuously for the past seven years.

As students of one of the pioneer school in Sri Lanka we all shoulder the responsibility
of enhancing our school by providing support in different ways. I praisc the efforts of
JHC OBA Sydney for their invaluable contributions to their alma mater.

I 'would like take this opportunity to share the significant contributions made by the JHC OBA Victoria to
the JHC Old Boys who live in Sydney. The JHC OBA Victoria in conjunction with the School Development
Council brought the science lab into functional state after about twenty years. JHC OBA Victoria has

jointly sponsored the air fare of the three students who were selected to represent Sri Lanka in international
competitions and provided a cash award to the student who won a Silver medal at Adidas All School Track and
Field Championship in Melbourne.

On behalf of Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association of Australia, Victoria I would like to congratulate
you on the eighth successful evening of Geethavani and wish you success in all your efforts to support out alma
mater.

Athiththan Thangarajah
President 2013

JHC OBA Victoria
Australia
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KALPANA RAGHAVENDAR

Born in a musical family, Kalpana Raghavendar is the blessed daughter of
music director, playback singer, and actor T.S.Raghavendar and singer
Sulochana Raghavendar. She started her career as a stage singer at

the tender age of five and has performed in more than 3000
shows all around the globe.

Kalpana has shared stages with the most legendary
musicians like Mellisai Mannar M.S.V., Tsai Gnani
[laiyaraaja, Padmabhooshan late Dr.M.BalaMurali
Krishna, Padmabhooshan Dr.S.PB., Padmabhooshan
Dr.K.J.Yesudas, PSusheela, S.Janaki, K.S.Chitra, etc.

Today, she has more than 1500 recorded tracks to her

kitry and has received the title “Sangeetha Kala Bharathi”
from Bharath Kalachar. She has also bagged the titlc in Asianet’s Idea Star Singer Season 5.

Kalpana has also acted as a child artist in many films such as Punnagai
Mannan, Aan Paavam, Sarvam Sakthimayam, etc. Kalpana was trained in both
Indian and Western classical. She has completed LTCL in vocal from The
Trinity College of London.

H. ANANTHA NARAYANAN

Having learnt carnatic classical vocal for ten years from various

LR

gurus, Ananthu worked as an assistant to Mellisai Mannar Sri ‘M.S.
Viswanathan’' for more than 17 years from 1996.

W

Ananthu sang for music directors Isai Gnani Ilayaraja, Vidhya Sagar,
Bharadhwaj, Vijay Antony, James Vasanthan, D.Immam, Dina, etc. Also,
he sang for more than 50 films in various languages. He has performed
in many stages across the globe with nearly all leading music directors

and playback singers.

Ananthu was decorated with many awards in this long musical journey;
he received “Ilam Isai Thendral” award from Canadian Government in
2005, RS%EIIY Award for appreciation towards service to music, “Gana
Kuralon” award from Madhi Arts Academy, and Kaviarasu
Kannadasan Award from e
“Ajantha Fine Arts. He also has s i s R
participated in various singing
and judging programmes at

" Jaya TV, Sun TV, Kalaignar TV, Mega

'V, and Podhigai T'V. \

Geethavani Awards 2013




History of Geethavani

The JHC OBA Sydney Chapter has been in existence since 1994, bringing together jﬁhﬁﬂm&nﬂlh;;

S R R T A T

= e &mﬂm& 10 share the values of Jaffna Hindu College and to develop links with each other. The association has been
" hosting musical programs, social activities, and get-togethers for JHC Alumni and their families for close to 20 years.

"The Geethavani Awards musical competition was inaugurated by the JHC OBA President and the Committee

in 2006. The goal of the awards was to foster the growth of the talented singers of Tamil music in Australia. The
Geethavani Awards provided a platform of opportunity for the singers to demonstrate their talent and to raise their
profile as burgeoning Tamil singers. The JHC OBA Sydney 2006 Committee came up with the name Geethavani —
combining the Tamil word for song with the JHC emblem of the goddess Saraswathy.

In the inaugural Geethavani Awards event, Musical Director ‘Maestro’ “Wadya' ‘Visharadh’ Sarangan Sriranganathan
desigm‘.d the logistics of the Geethavani Awards. Since the first Geethavani Awards event in 2006, the event has
continued to grow and has evolved to include a duer category in 2009 and invited national and international
musicians.

"The Geerhavani event has presented on average 12 to 15 participants and attracted about 900 attendees annually.
Some of the winners of this prestigious award have taken up part time career in music and performing on narional
and international stages.

With the rapidly growing demand for the Geethavani Awards, the event was moved from Ryde Civic Centre to
Bankstown Hall and then to Hills Centre and to Riverside Theatre last year. This year it is being hosted at Sir Clancy
Auditorium, UNSW,.

Geethavani Awards will continue to grow in quality and popularity, in the furure.

Past Geethavani Winners

G_e_ethavani Awards 2012 \Winners

Abisaini Padmasiri |Neethu Suresh Bahu Sathiyapriya Reka lyer Sethumadhavan Pathiyil
Category 1 Category 2 Gnanakumaran Duet Category Duet Category
: ; Category 3
2077 VOunrters 2070 VOunrers 2007 VOunrters
Dheekshitha Venkadeshan Babitha Selvananthan Kanmany Jegendran
Shyam Gomatam Aravinthan Bharathy Divya Sooraj
Sandhya Nag Suganthi Nimalan Sethumathavan Pathiyil

Kanmany Jeg_endran / S.Aravamudhan  Kaavya Jaishankar / Divya Sooraj  Pravesh Purusothaman / Sundhar Sivapa!an

2007 VOurrers
Kaavya Jaishankar _

. Rekhalyer - .

- Gurunathapillai Jeyanathan. - =

Geetha\ram Awa:ds 2013 :



- For the last couple of years, the Geethavani Awards proceeds, and the member’s contributions in addition,
are being used to fund for the educational development in our homeland. The Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’
Association Sydney has initiated a Vanni Project to help the underprivileged schools and students in the war torn
Vanni region.'A good share of the Geethavani proceeds from year 2010 is being used to fund various projects in

Vanni,

We have already completed projects worth A$ 16,331 in Vanni and have plans to do more for them. We have
provided drinking water facilities, to Iranaitivu R.C.T.M School Mulankavil and Nedunkerny MV Vavuniya,
furniture to Kilinochchi St. Theresa Girls” College library and Iranaitivu R.C.T.M Kindergarten Mulankavil, and
library books to Paranthan Hindu MV, Kanagarayan Kulam MV and St. Theresa Girls' College Kilinochchi. Also
we have provided bicycles and reading glasses to needy children in the region and assisted the GCE O/L students

in their studies.

Jaftna Hindu College OBA Sydney has made this year’s theme as “Education is Wealth”, and will continue to

support for the educational development of our young children in our homeland.

ink
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If Paul were to choose the best LED Lamp...

Danson give you the freedom of choice with wide range of LED lamps for
various applications.Whatever your requirement,we provide you with suitable
LEDs with very long life. Danson MR16 LED Lamps last 20 times over
conventional MR16 Lamps and save 80% energy.

Use Danson LED lamps for a greener and better tomorrow!

www.dansonelectronics.com
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8 Abmaya Prabahar |

¢ Abinaya has always been interested in music, especial}y l£ght wusic... In St I@ka. she
had participated in the ‘Shakrhi Junior Super Star’ and managed to get into the final 12.
She has moved to Australia recently and her musical journey in Australia started with

.. aperformance in ‘Raaga Sangamam 2013’. The experiences she gained by singing in

7 those events have helped her a lot to develop her singing ability. She has recently started

A w[ﬁmlng Carnatic music from Mr. Lhowdflppa Narayan. '

. GQ
Selvaharim Sritharan %
Harini Sritharan is just 13 years old and studying at Glen Waverley Secondary Col-
lege. She has been learning Carantic vocal for the past 9 years and had completed her |
arangetram in 2010. Harini has passed grade one and two of the Carantic music exams :
at the Academy of Fine Arts London with distinction. She has sung in trinity festivals ,r:
* and annual concerts. She has been learning Bharathanaytam for the past 8 years. Harini g\
_has a keen interest in singing film songs and has sung in 5 events. B G@‘]

Keshlka Amirthalingam

;

5 Keshika started learning Carnatic music at the age of 5 under the tutelage of her

' mother. She grew up in a family with a passion for all kinds of music. Keshika has

' completed grade 4 in ACMS (London Exam) and learning for grade 5. She has
performed in several concerts, cultural events, and charity programs in many languages
such as Telugu, Tamil and English. She has won many awards in Tamil singing
scompetitions and about to release an album for Sydney Murugan Temple.

Srinarain Sritharan
Srinarain (Narain) is a year 10 student of Glen Waverley Secondary College. Narain has
been lca.rning Carnatic vocal for the past 9 years and has also done his vocal arangetram in
2010 with his sister, Harini. Narain is also a violonist; he has played violin for the school
ensembles for the past 2 years. As a part of his culturals, he has done numerous vocal
: performances in trinity festival, annual concerts, community concerts, and multi-cultural g
p v events. Alongside, he aIso  sings film songs. -

P f

wethlththa Roshananth

Nivethitha grew up in a music environment. Her mother is a violinist and her older %

sister is a musician. She was blessed with opportunities to sing at temples and bhajans

from her very young age. She also used to participate in the music concerts and |

competitions. Her passion about music motivated her to join Adayar Music College

to learn Carnatic music. Currently she is learning music under the guidance of Smt. @ .
Malathy Sivaseelan from “Sruthilaya Music Academy”. y

e S p— s 3

“ Sathyan Sivanathan "
Sathyan (Sathy) studying third year Civil and Environmental Engineering at the
University of New South Wales has migrated from Sri Lanka to Australia in 2006.
His hobbies are sports and music. He is very passionate about music from childhood i
though he has not learnt music from any guru. Though he is much interested in :

arnatic, he listens to all types of songs and tries his best to reproduce the original song 8
L "In his voice and do justice to it. While engmcermg is his ambition music is his passion

o 16 pasiony g
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' SRIACCOUNTING
BUSINESS SERVICES

Public Accountants & |
Registered Tax Agents

time come to us for:

returns - Better refunds — lower fees

uine & Friendly advise by Professionals

Il year Tax planning/ Salary sacrifice planning
pecialised Capital Gain, Inv. Property & Business returns

We provide personalised services for all your
Specific Business Accounting & Financial requirements

GST, BAS, LAS, Tax Returns & Tax Agent Services
Accounting, Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Company Formation & Business Services

Low rate — low cost Business & Home Loans
‘Business Plan & Finacial Projection
Consultation & Advice for Business & Inv. Property Acquisitions

.............

G.Sri Kumarasiri B.sc (B.Ad), MBA, FTMA, CPA
: Accountant and Tax Consultant

Shop, 12-16 Toongabbie Road, Toongabbie, NSW 2146.
- Ph:(02) 9896 6400, (02) 9631 1077 = Fax: (02) 9631 1266 * Mobile 0411 496 788

Office Open: Mon-Fri: 9:00am — 6:00pm # Sat: 9:30am - 3:00pm
- After Hours & Sunday — By appointment only ® Email: sri@sriaccounting.corn.au

QUICKLY, RELIABLY & CONVENIENTLY
&end money to your | www.tssmoney.com

. loved Ones

g

® Best Rates
®Fast Service
oFlat Lower fee
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139 Pendle way Pendle hill NSW 2145
Ph. 02 9636 6230 Mob. 0420 420 893
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% Kuruthevan Srlgnananathan
Kuruthevan hails from a family of Naadukoothu (folk drama - an ancient traditional musical '\
art form of Sri Lankan Tamils) artiste from Vaddukorttai, Jaffna. His grandfather Krishnan
Tharmalingam is a popular Naadukoothu artist. Kuruthevan also was a background singer
for Naadukoothu shows. He also had performed at the stages of Shanthan Isaikuzhu, Jaffna.
% Migrating to Australia, Kuruthevan performed at many Tamil events in Melbourne; the most =

-%cent one is the Vaanavil musical show.
(v ) —— -

e/ = = &
?\Q Swathi Krishnamoorthy
Ej Swathi’s musical journey began at the age of seven under the guidance of Mrs. Bisca ¢
Sivakumar. Having completed grade 5 of Northern Sri Lankan Music Association '
Examinations in Carnatic vocal and Veenai, she has performed at various events and !
recorded religious album tracks. She has the honour of learning under distinguished Mrs, |
Lalita Shivakumar in Chennai. Swathi actively takes part in university culturals and perform
with friends in music bands, experimenting fusmn musu:, various styles of folk, pop, etc.

Kumaran Thanikasalam
Kumaran has been learning Carnatic music for the past four years under the guidance of
Smrt. Malathy Sivaseelan from Sruthilaya Music Academy. He loves listening to SPB, KJ
| Yesudas, and KS Chitra’s renditions of various genres. To Kumaran, music is a form of
. escapism, relaxation, and self-expression, allowing to think poetically. Kumaran believess
% that music is what makes his journey of existence thoroughly enjoyable and music is a
ay to attain the love of God.

Muthulingam Jeyabarathithasan

Jeyabarathithasan hails from a family of artiste in Trincomalee. His musical carcer spans over 32
years and has been singing from his childhood in radio, tv programmes, and stage shows. At the
age of 9, he received a gold medal in the all island school Thevaram recital competition. He was
a lead singer in the Apsaras music troupe that was very popular in Sri Lanka and also sang for
“© many South Indian music groups. He also writes poems and songs, compose music for them, (Q“
; -r}fiud sings in stages; some were released as CDs too. s

e —— = — N )

_ Sfathya Gnanasekaran

Brought up in a family of classical singers, Sathya started to learn classical music at
the age of 6 years. She has received many awards in both classical and light music

competitions. Having relocated to Sydney with her family, Sathya’s passion to music was
‘encouraged by her husband and daughter making her accept an opportunity to perform
in an Indian event. The recognition achieved ar this event made her to be part of a music
roope thag'L Musxc to cultivate Further and nurture her talent in singing.

i
i~

x:j"‘ Pamela Jegam &
Pamela started singing at a very early age of four and learnt Veenai and Carnatic music O

trom Shrimathi Vecnai Jayalakshmi. Also, her mother, being a music reacher, had trained

her further on Carnatic and devotional songs. She had participated and won many

. competitions in school and college and had done many stage performances both Religious

- and Cine songs in India. She has pcrformed in charity shows in Sydney. In 2011 she sang 3?;
ﬁhnsnan de\rotlonal song far the album “Uyirae”, rclcascd in Sydney. o2

S—— S . 6]
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& VM TECH Pty Ltd @ BIG OR SMALL
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WE FIX THEM ALL !

" Full serviced by well experienced and qualified technicians -
All kind of auto electrical jobs - =k NOW

Car air - conditioning . b AVAILABLE!
i Mobile
Warranty on all repairs - ; Break down

Tyres and batteries at low prices « Services
E safety check while u wait -

Blue slips «

.ﬁxg' '-:E

133 Targo Road S N

Girraween Sl 7 Contact
NSW 2145 - Vimal (AMINI)
TP: (02) 9636 5. o . mob: 0424 256 433
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- ‘Nadarajah Gowrlpalan
<) Gowripalan has been interested in music from his childhood and participated in school
functions while he was studying at St John’s College, Jaffna. Though he had the passion
for music for long, only recently he got the opportunity to learn music and for the !
past 3 years he has been learning Carnatic music under a tutor. He is also interested in =~ '

' Hindustani music and key board playing. Gowripalan was a finalist in Malarum Malai . '

: ; 201 1 and Geethavani 281 2

Rajesh Kumar Marimuthu C%

Rajesh had the passion to listening to music from his childhood. For him music is a source
! of healing. Though he did not learn classical music from a guru, because of his interest, he

e ' participated in singing, in several occasions. He practises both latest and old songs regularly
‘k ,.(- and is a big fan of Isaignani Ilayaraja, especially his 80’s. He loves to sing S.PB’s sones.
g g yaraja, esp y g g

g%uganthl Rajesh

Suganthi started learning Carnatic music during her college days. Legendry playback
singer S.Janaki was her all time inspiration. Suganthi had association with singing troops
and did stage performances, which gave her good experience, knowledge, and confidence
“in singing. She cherishes the opportunity to sing in the presence of Madam S. Janaki
< and receiving her appreciation as the most blessed moment in her musical career. She
' é;qolmnues to perform in Sydney too and has given several stage performances.

k Venkatraman Balakrishnan G%

~ Venkat has been fond of filmy music since his childhood. Music is his passion and the m
favourite hobby. He mostly sings Tamil songs but, occasionally, sings Hindi, Malayalam,
*| Kannada, and Telugu songs, as well. Sri.S.PBalasubramaniam and Smt. S.Janaki are
- - his favourite singers and he loves songs composed by Sri.llayaraja and A.R.Rahman.
- 3 Though he attempted to learn classical music many a rimes, due to various reasons it got .
%@terrupted every time.
=

Chitra Venkatraman

Chitra had learnt Carnatic music for nearly 6 years. She had taken part in many school,

college, inter-school, and inter-college competitions and had won a number of prizes. She
mostly like to sing melodious songs as she feels her voice is suited to those type of songs.
“Chinna Kuyil Chitra” is her favourite singer. Chitras favourite pastime is to sing with

._(_-:f(amokc rracks.
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Frontline
Medical Centre

58 ROSS STREET, NORTH PARRAMATTA, NSW 2151

Phone: 9890 9778

DR SUMATHY MAHENDRAVARMAN
MBBS, FRACGP, DIP (PAED), FAP

== G
General Practitionerg ==

« IMMUNISATION, CHILD HEALTH « WORKERS COMPENSATION
'WDHEN S HEALTH, PAP SMEARS *» MINOR SURGERY
« PATHOLOGY, BLOOD TEST* ECG

OPENING HOURS
MON, TUE. THU & FRI 5:00 AM - 5:00 PM

WEDS:00 AM - 1:00 PM £
mmns AND PUBLIC HDLIDAYS c:.nszn 4

8
i

S

6_"“\.

MATION & RESTRUCTURING' - [ (!'
ME 'LOAN o_NE DAY PRE AP \i"}m.

-------

5-7 STATION STREET

WENTWORTHVILLE ! :
NSW 2145 | | i — 421 496 123

OPPOSITE OF CBA BANK |

o » Geethavani Awards Duet 2013
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o/
Jayakumar Maguteswaran

Music is Jayakumar’s main interest and hobby too. He loves to listen to all types of music
and loves to sing Sri S.PBalasubramaniam songs. He has not taken any formal classical
training for singing, and his singing is purely based on his interest and through hearing. I
¢ He had learnt violin for a year or so and he can play guitar, as well. Jayakumar loves to
. sing melodious songs. Singing with Karaoke tracks during weekend is one of his favourite
BN pastime.

Anuradha Jayakumar

~?  Dance and Music are Anuradha Jayakumar’s two eyes. She had learnt Veena for 4 years
' and Bharathanatiyam for around 2 years. She had also learnt Carnatic classical music for a
| year or so. Anuradha had been a part of her college orchestra troop and used to regularly
perform during college shows. She had also won many prizes in dance competitions. Her

F.lvour!tc singer in the classical music is Smt.M.S.Subbalakshmi and, in Alm music, it is
smt, K.S,Chitra.

aguram Navaratnam
From very young age Raguram has shown keen interest in the subdetics of music and the
joy that it brings ro the many that partake in it. He enjoys singing music of any nature,
whether it is cinema songs or Carnaric, but has a special interest in the masterpicces of
flaiyaraaja. Although he has not been formally raught music he takes pride in being a

“singer who sings from the hearr, to touch the hearts of the listeners.

Gnanamagal Asokan

Gnana has been learning Carnatic music and the art of violin since the age of 9.
Music has always been her passion as she grew up with older sisters and brothers who
enveloped music in their lives. Her first “Guru” was the late Master Thommaikutty,
‘;wha devoted his life for the arts.

Award by the Jaffna Hindu Collch Old Boys' Association Sydney He -
received this award for obtaining the highest marks (96 marks) for HS(... Ihm{l
Continuous in NSW, in 2012.

| at UWS for hls tertiary educanon.

Balagajan credits Mr.Navaneethakrishnan
for dcveiopi ng the intercst in Tamii !:1'11 :




' PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS SERVICES
Accountants & Registered Tax Agent

For keen individuals & serious business yeopfe

o0o6W”M

Over ten years of experience

Investment Properties e Setup ¢ Managemen
~ Superannuation,Trust, Profit & Non Profit Organisations e All Type--o
Loans e Equipment ¢& Vehicle Leasing

_Lanka Indratheepan
B Com B.Bus Fin Planning M.Gom CPA LREA

N |

Academic Excellence Award ~ S

.nrri'ﬂ'.?i Hours Lodite 4, Level 1

a.g8m 06. 30pm |“ / 112 Main Street, Blacktown

Q.
IS

_ Tel: 02 9671 4440 =

Efﬂﬂr | to 3.30pm 7]

' Shop 7 =

w5 %or after hours appoinment | 7 Joyce Street, Pendie Hil 2
“please Call 0413 248 864 Tel: 02 8628 0008 @f“:)
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liralining New Dilvers to be Safer Drivers.w

Lesson Given by Professional,
Polite, Patient and Friendly Instructor.
To be yourself

To be independent
To Keep on moving with your life

coameme. RTA QUALIFIED Be a L)\.rYNUf "
AR INSTRIICTOR NUL Uﬁ\/b

e N

Unbeatable price you never get
Varity of discounts available

With guaranteed limited lessons
We will make you as a safer driver

i Instructor. SRI
&dil Us VIl Lic. No: 011160

0431082 112



YT
Grand Pongal Festival 2013 - Civic

. Organised by JHCOBA Sydney with Tamil Elmrprises
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Proudly Sponsored by

AUESJeMum ty realestate
Noll sect your lving Qhoice
Vissa Esan Director

jineerifig and p njéct_ma’ﬂagemen

e T
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A. P
* For details, please contact
Mathew. M
Mob: 0452 234 200
' Email: info@adventconsulting.com.au
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SAREES
SALWAR Z
COSMETICS 3

GRINDERS,
BLENDERS,

KITCHENWARE, PUJA

ITEMS,

INDIAN GIFT ITEMS,

\el : DANCE JEWELLERIES,
3 { &g;:: DECORATION ITEMS
| “W“-“—“ AND more...

fiig FIIEIGII'I' TO SRI LANKA

Send parcels to Sri Lanka.
Pick your parcel in your town.
Colombo, Wattala, Kottahenna,
Jaffna, Vavunia, Trinco, Batticaloa.

. The quickest way to send gifts to your loved once!
Check out our prices! You will be amazed - Anyone can afford

118 PENDLE WAY, PENDLE HILL, NSW 2145 TEL : 02-9636 3823




'my,aim as a driving instructor, to ensure th
new‘r‘rweza areitaught;to drive correctly and s
Solthatitheylarelequippedito/survivelonithe s‘ﬁafi

Lic. No. 010167

Para llankayar Courtesy Reliability
0403 688 430 (Optus) b '

Shiva Auto Repairs

For All Mechanical,
Electricdal & Gas filling Service

contact Suren

Unit 1, 16 Anvil Road,

Seven Hills NSW 2147

Phone (02) 9674 3464

Fax (02) 9674 5979

Mob: 0413 400 494
Shivaautos@optusnet.com.aau
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MAHENDRAN CUP 2013
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BIES,

Sri Lankan & South Indian
Vegetarian Food

02 9896 3710

110A Pendie Way
Pendie Hills, NSW 2145
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54 Pendle Way Pendle Hill, NSW 2145
Z Ty - Ph 1300 879 769, 02 9636 8797 , M: 0424 200 321
Ii.aﬂl Duraisingam ACTC ™ E-mail: raajd@worldlinks.com.au, sales@worldlinks.com.au

BOOMERANG]PUACE
ESEVENHILLS

NSW/2147

(OPPOSITE SEVEN HILLS RAILWAY,STATION)




HINDU SYDNEY CRICKET TEAM
AT MELBOURNE TOURNAMENT :




PENDLE RHILL
MEDICAL CENTRE
OPENING SOON

58/59, 2-12 Civic Avenue
Pendle Hill NSW 2145

@ CIVIC PARK

MEDICAL CENTRE
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PRESIDENTS OF JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE OBA SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
2911994 -2012 ¢ e
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7, Chilworth Close,

Beecroft,
NSW 2119

D - Gnncmecrs i

D+C CONSORTIUM PTY LTD’

Mobile: 0416 085 876
Telephone: 02 9858 5876
FAX: 02 9858 2121
E-mail: info@dcconsortium.com.au
dcconsortium@gmail.com
Web: www.dcconsortium.com.au

neilly davies

Some of our markets & services...
Building Alterations & Additions
Pools, Decks, Cabanas
Stormwater Designs
Development Applications

Renewable Energy

ManagingDirector
Mobile | 0422803867

CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

— e e s e e e

Consulting civil & Structural engineers based in Sydney, Neilly Davies has built its
reputation on specialist engineering services to the construction industry for over
30 years across New South Wales, Queensland and Tasmania.

Phone | 1300 730 340
Web | www.neillydavies.com.au
Email | info@neillydavies.com.au

Address Level 3, 55 Chandos 5t,
St Leonards NSW 2065

Structural & Civil Advice * Bridges, Roads &
Structural & Civil Design Infrastructure

New Developments * Dilapidation Reports
Educational Institutions e Structural Certificates

Building Inspections




WESTERN SYDNEY
SPECIALIST CENTRE
COMING SOON

Sydney Spec
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hion Jewelleryy

0469286590
040259908206




PRIME MINISTER
CANBERRA

MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER JULIA GILLARD

JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION OF SYDNEY
GEETHAVANI AWARDS 2013

Jaffna Hindu College is renowned as one of Sri Lanka’s finest educational
institutions, boasting a proud history dating back to 1890, a history which
includes a visit from the great and revered Mahatma Gandhi.

I know that alumni from Jaffna Hindu College have settled all over the world,
including here in Australia, but they retain much affection for their old college
and use their alumni fellowship as force for good.

So it gives me great pleasure to provide this message of support to all those
participating in this year’s Geethavani Awards hosted by the Jaffna Hindu
College Old Boys’ Association of Sydney.

This event is not only a wonderful cultural celebration but an affirmation of
the values of openness and diversity that make our multicultural society so
harmonious.

With a number of renowned artists from the Indian music industry involved
in judging and directing this year’s competition, I am sure the event will be a
vibrant and colourful affair of great benefit to the performers and a source of
delight to all those in attendance.

I warmly commend the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’ Association of Sydney
on ensuring the Geethavani Awards continues into its eighth year and remains
an important part of Australia’s cultural landscape.

- Please accept my best wishes for a successful and enjoyable competition.




._|| I-ﬂ \\'um

g M J* __
1

B JAFFNA HINDU SPORTS MEET 2013

'l_' i

=

JHC OBA, SYDNEY AGM 2012
.hu ii'l' ] H-l__l I_




North and South Indian Food lovers from

Westmead to Seven Hills!

Ambis Indian Restaurant is ready for you,
From Dosa to Chana Bhature, Idli to Biryani
... enjoy the choicest North and South Indian
delicacies prepared by our multi-talented
chef. With two party rooms, we are ready for

any celebration as well.

Want catering at a venue of your choice?
Just give us a call on

0400 826 246

INDIAN RESTAURANT & SWEETS

138 Pendle Way Pendle Hill NSW 2145 Tel: 02 96881333, 02 96881337 ambis.com.au
Wednesday to Monday Lunch: 11.30 AM to 3.30 PM Monday to Sunday Dinner: 5.00 PM to 10.00 PM




= Lebara (N

mobile

Your low-Ccost
Nnternational
call rates.

India

With our Mega Plan Pickup a SIM
and Standard Plan in-store

FREE Lebara to Lebara calls in Australia
with Standard Plan*

*Fair Use and Terms Conditions apply. See www.lebara.com.au for details. Lebara Mega Plan expires 30 days from voucher activation.
Lebara Standard Plan expires 90 days from activation.




Lebar a Your best choice.

mobile High quality, low-cost talk, text and data.

Lebara Mobile offers low-cost international & national calls to over 200 countries from Australia. Check out Lebara’s five great plans:

Lebara Unlimited Plan rrepaid
30 days expiry.
* Unlimited standard talk to Selected

International Destinationst

= Unlimited standard talk and text in Australia*
» 3GB of 3G data?

Mini Mega Plan Prepaid
30 days expiry.
* FREE Lebara to Lebara calls in Australia with
NO FLAGFALL'
» 200 minutes of standard talk & text in Australia
= 500 MB of 3G Data.

* $5 included call credit for international talk,
text & excess data’

» 29c¢ Flagfall on international calls®

* International calls from Oc/min + flagfall”
» No flagfall on standard national calls’

* 10¢ International SMS!

With our 30 day Includes Topup

With our30d
a Tep up international

$49 » 90 credit with

Unlimited Plant $10-%100 or $9.90, $19.90"

Sele_cted International Destinations’

Austria Germany Malaysia Singapore $ 5 international
Belgium Greece MNetherlands South Africa $24 L] 9 o - credit with

i c ; international $10-5100
Canada Hong Kong New Zealand  Spain Mini Mega Plan call credit’ or $9.90, $19.90°

China Hungary Norway Swedan

BUY TODAY: Great commissions on physical stock!
Czech Republic  Iceland Poland Thailand

Denmark Ireland Portugal United Kingdom

| France

Italy Romania United States

Standard Plan Prepaid
90 days expiry.

* FREE Lebara to Lebara calls in Australia with
NO FLAGFALL"

* International calls from Oc/min + flagfall #

* 15¢ SMS (national and worldwide).”

= 15¢/min national calls + flagfall #~

Mega Plan Prepaid
30 days expiry.

= Unlimited standard talk & text in Australia®

« 3GB of 3G data*

* Included call credit for international calls
& excess data*

« 29c flagfall on international calls*

» International calls from Oc/min + flagfall®

With our Standard Plan

Recharge $10-$100

90 days expiry”

BUY TODAY: Great commissions on physical stock!

With our 30 day Includes Top up

$39.90 $10 |
MegaPlan’ iarcredn | arsoso.siwso: ll Why Lebara?

We've become a worldwide
international mobile services, witi
Here are just a few reasons to choose |
* 3Gnetwork - Super fast data speeds on

Lebara 3G network versus competitors on 2G network.
* Superiorinternational voice quality lines versus

lower grade competitor services.
« iPhone data compatibility versus competitors

without this service capability.

* LebaraUnlimited Plan offers Unlimited standard talk to 28
countries- no other competitor has this on the 3G network.

BUY TODAY: Great commissions on physical stock!

$29.90 Unlimited
National Plan zo days expiry.

= Unlimited standard talk and text in Australia®
« 3GB of 3G data®

With our 30 day Top apsterniational ¢ Greatvalue and low-cost rates.
$29.9° credit with « International Call Credit Transfer Available:
o — $10-$100 or $9.90, $19.90° Transfer call credit to loved ones overseas

see lebara.com.au for details!

All Plans are available on your epay and Touch terminals. Physical vouchers are available Recharge at:

for Mega Plan, Mini Mega Plan, Standard Plan and $29.90 Unlimited National Pian. Pinless :

recharge available at selected outlets, Please email retailsales@lebara.com to find out @ S

more. For more information about our plans please go to www.lebara.com.au. epoy e |e ba &l Carm:aLl

i Terms and Conditrons apaly. Ses vaww. charz.comay for details, Lebara Austradia currently does not offer international roaming services.
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PARTNERSHIP AT ITS EXCELLENCE

e

Tax Guru Accountants || AR Accountants Pty Ltd _
Registered Tax Agent  Public Accountant & Registered

Cherrybrook, NSW BAS Agent
Lidcombe, NSW

Hari Chandra Shan Shankar M Ravichandran

(FCMA, FCCA, CPA) (BCom, MBA) (BCom , BBA, FIPA)

One Stop'Accounting and InformationjTechnology services -

GST Compliance e Ihvestment Property Advise
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1. Preamble

Admission to universities is extremely competitive
in Sri Lanka. It is evident from the fact that only less
than 10% of the students who sat for the G.C.E.
Advanced Level (A/L) Examination get absorbed
into the state universities although more than half
of them satisfy the minimum requirements to enter
universities in the recent years. According to the
University Grants Commission (UGC) figures, the
approximate number of G.C.E. A/L candidates in
the recent past is more than 200,000, out of which
about 120,000 satisfy the minimum requirements
and only around 20,000 get admitred into the state

universities.

Therefore, it is clear that the mere fact that an
applicant has satisfied the minimum requirement
and the pre-requisites does not guarantee that he/
she will be admitted into the state universities. In

this background, the objective of this article is to
understand how the students from the Northern and
the Eastern provinces (who were significantly affected
by the recently concluded war) of the Island fared

at these competitive exams in the last two decades

(compared to the past).

2. Background on
University Admission

‘The admission of students to higher educational
institures (as of the time of writing this arricle,
fourteen National Universities, three Campuses and
five Instituces) in Sri Lanka is carried our as per the
policies laid out by the UGC with the afhliation of
the Government of Sri Lanka through the ministry

of higher education. The selection is determined

Arunan Sivanathan, BSc Eng
Lecturer

Faculty of Enginecring

University of Jaffna

[Old Boy - A/L 2007]

based on the rank obrained by the applicants ar their
G.C.E. A/L examination held in the corresponding
yvear. The minimum requirements dictated for
eligibility of admission in the recent years (based on
the current A/L curricula) are: (1) at least °S” grades
in all three approved subject for a degree programme
and (2) a minimum marks of 30% for the Common
General Paper.

As mentioned in Section 1, satisfying the minimum
requirements only will not get you a seat ar a state
university. Only a few candidates out of many
satisfying the minimum requirement are allowed to
enrol in a state university in Sri Lanka. The number is
very small and it is based on a dual merit basis for all
the degree programmes except for the case of degree
programmes in Arts where a single merit criterion is

used.

The dual merit involves an all island merit quota

and a district merit quota while the single merit
criterion is purely based on an all island merit quota.
In dual merit, for more than the last two decades,

up to 40% of the available places are filled with the
candidates who secured the highest ranks in the

Island (an island-wide merit quota). Qut of the rest of
available seats, up to 55% in each degree programme
is allocared to the 25 administrative districts in
proportion to the total population (i.e. on the ratio of
the population of the district concerned to the total
popuiarion of the country).

A special allocation of up to 5% of the available
places in each degree programme is allocated to
educationally disadvantaged districts in proportion
to the population (i.e. on the ratio of the population
of each such district to the total population of the
educationally disadvantaged districts). As of now, all
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8 administrative districts under north and east are

considered educationally disadvantaged districts along
with 8 other districts in the Island.

3. The Scope of the Study

The study is performed only on districts in the
Northern and the Eastern provinces and it does not
take account of the impact of changing population of
these districts. For instance, we have not considered
the fact that the population of the country, during the
period considered in this study, has shown an annual
growth rate of 1% while some districts considered

in this study has shown negative annual growth

rates. As per the data available at the Department

of Census and Statistics , Jaffna district has shown

a -0.74% annual growth rate between the two
population censuses conducted in 1981 and 2012
(the population of the district has gone down from
around 730,000 to around 580,000).

The figures used in this article (and therefore the
study) are based on statistics reported by UGC over
the years in their higher education handbooks under
titles “Statistics on Higher Education in Sri Lanka”
or “Sri Lanka University Statistics”. As mentioned
carlier, data from a number of academic years (11 to
be specific) within the last two decades are considered
in the study. In addition, data from the year 1985/86
(which is outside the two decade timespan) is used
for comparisons. The 11 academic years considered in
the study are: 1992/93, 1993/94, 1994/95, 1999/00,
2000/01, 2002/03, 2002/03A, 2003/04, 2006/07,
2007/08 and 2009/10. We believe that the academic
years mentioned could be considered as good
indicators of social and political impacts on education
in the northern and eastern part of Sri Lanka for the
reasons we specify in the paragraphs below.

During the period of 1990-95, most parts of the
Northern Province were isolated from the rest of
the country and therefore both the people and
schools have faced economic difficuldies. The
major displacement of Jaffna district was recorded
in 1995 that led to a temporary closure of Jaffna
schools.

population never returned to Jaffna: some of them

"tiﬂ:c__)wing the displacement, a considerable

left the country and some others settled down in
other districts such as Vavuniya and Colombo. In
and around year 2000, schools of the Thenmarachchi
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zone .'(pan of Jaffna district) displaced again due to

war. During the same period, abnormal situations
prevailed in Jaffna due to curfews and war tension.
The North and East underwent a heavy economic
difficulty during this period as well.

After a decade, the Northern Province was reunited
with the rest of the country in 2002 due to the
ceascfire agreement between the two parties at war.
The North and the East were under heavy war again
in the years between 2006 and 2009 and therefore
the North was heavily isolated from the rest of the
country again. Although the war concluded in 2009,
those who displaced due to war did not return to
districts such as Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu in 2010,

As it was explained in Section 2, the district merit
quota of up to 55% and the special allocation

of up to 5% are calculated based on the ratio of

the population of the district concerned and the
population of the Island (the total population of the
educationally disadvantaged districts in the later case).
Since we did nor consider the impact of population
changes on the university entrance and we believed
that the district quota is not an appropriate metric to
measure the level of academic excellence of a region,
we have decided to use the number of candidates
enrolled to the universities over the years under the
island-wide merit quota (100% in Arts related degree
programmes and 40% of the toral candidates in all

the other degree programmes).

4. Results and Analysis

In this section, we (1) report the number of
candidates who entered universities from a district

or a region under the island-wide merit quora as a
percentage to the total number of candidates entered
under the same category and (2) analyse the numbers
and suggest on factors that could have been the reason
for the patterns we see in the numbers reported. Due
to the page limit, we have narrowed our study to only
four types of degree programmes, the programmes
which are the most popular among different streams
of A/L students and they are: Arts (Arts stream),
Engineering (Physical Science stream), Management
(Commerce stream) and Medicine (Biological Science
stream). In addirion, again for brevity and to depice
significance, we have put some districts into regions

and therefore the following four sets of gf:ographic_aL ™




data: (1) Jaffna district, (2) Kilinochchi, Mann'ar’..an&
Mullaitivu districts, (3) Vavuniya district and (4)
Ampara, Batticaloa and Trincomale districts.

4.1 Jaffna District

Figure 1: Percentage of Merit Students Entered
[from Jaffna District
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Under this subsection, we will discuss the details

of the Jaffna district. Figure 1 depicts the number

of candidates entered universities under different
degree programmes through the island-wide merit
quota from Jaffna district as a percentage to the total
number of candidates who entered universities under
the same category verses the academic years. The
degree programmes can be identified by the titles of
the subplots depicted and they are Arts, Engineering,

Management and Medicine.

From Figure 1 it is very clear, how powerful Jaffna
was in feeding the national wide merit quora. In the
academic year 1985/86, both in Engineering and
Medicine, more than a quarter of the candidates who
entered universities through the island-wide merit
quota were just from the Jaffna district (Engineering
= 32.5% and Medicine = 27.2%). Never in the time
period of the last two decades, has Jaffna district
contributed any number closer to what was reported

in 1985/86.

As it can be seen, the situation is worse in Medicine
compared ro Engineering. In addition, except
Management, all other three programmes have berter
percentages in 1985/86 compared to any other years
later. It can also be noted that the numbers have a
significant drop around and after the academic year
2002/03 in Arts, Engineering and Management and
the drop in Medicine started even before (27.2% in
1985/86 to around 5% in the last two decades).

It can be noted from the figures that, although Jaffna
was isolated due to war and suffered from economic
difficulties in the nineties, the candidates from the
district has maintained a good percentage of merits in
Engineering and Management. Similar conditions can
be observed for academic years 1999/00 and 2000/01
although they were not good years (both socially

and economically) for the Jaffna districe as it was
explained in Section 3 of this article.

‘The academic years 2002/03, 2002/03A and 2003/04
have shown a significant drop in performance in

a.“ [he degl‘ee progra_rnmes we haVC COnSidEr@d.
Surprisingly this was the time when the war has
ceased and a peace talk was in progress between the

parties who were at war. To add to our surprise, the
merit percentage has shown a gradual rise in Arts and.
Engineering when the war resumed again in 2!




4.2 Kilinochchi, Mannar
and Mullaitivu Districts

Flgure 2 deplt_ts the number of candidates entered
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sities under different degree programmes

; through the island-wide merit quota from

Kilinochchi, Mannar and Mullaitivu districts as a
percentage to the total number of candidates entered
universities under the same category verses the
academic years.

As it can be seen from Figure 2, Engineering and
Medicine entered from the districts considered has
shown a significant increase during the ceasefire
period (2002-2006). One reason that could be
atrributed ro the same is the opening of the A9
highway that helped the students from such districts
to come and participate in their weckend educational
activities such as additional classes from the Jaffna and
possibly Vavuniya districts.

4.3 Vavuniya District

Figure 3 depicts the number of candidates entered
universities through the island-wide merit quota
from Vavuniya district as a percentage to the rotal
number of candidates entered universities under the
same category verses the academic years. Although
there were a few merit candidates in and before

nineties, the number has shown an increase after

Fzgu re 3: Percentage of Merit Students Entered
 from Vavuniya District

> o & "? &\N |
S ST

Arts

S

CEESEE S

Medicine
0.70 —

floe0 ———
|oso
040 +—
020 -
020 |
00—
000 |

ﬁ\fbﬁf"@b‘@\@ Qﬂ,l&pﬂ\&’g\“’
@@3»@9 *@@@@

Engineering

p PSSO F S
*ﬁ@?ﬁ_*@ @

Geethavani Awards 2013




Management
~ Vavuniya District
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Vavuniya District
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the displacement of population during the war and
their settlement in Vavuniya. We should mention

the fact chat Vavuniya district has shown an annual
population growth rate of 1,94% between the last
two population censuses conducted in 1981 and
2012. This is the highest rate recorded in any districts
in the Island during this period.

4.4 Ampara, Batticaloa and
Trincomale Districts

In Figure 4 we report the number of candidares who
entered universities through the island-wide merir
quota from the Eastern Province as a percentage to
the toral number of candidates entered universities

under the same category verses the academic years.

F@urg 4: Percentage of Merit Students Entered from
Ampara, Batticaloa, and Trincomale Districts
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5. Conclusinns

Entering the state universities is extremely
competitive and therefore challenging in Sri Lanka,
In this article, we have reported the percentage of
candidates who have entered universities under the
island-wide merit category from the Northern and
the Eastern Provinces. These candidates are those who
were significantly affected by the recently concluded
war. Due to the page limits that we have, we have not
extensively analysed all data. However, we have tried
our best for the data from the Jaffna district, where
we have identified some surprisingly unexpected
behaviours such as bad performance during peace
and good performance during war, isolation and
economic hardship. The authors believe thacsuch
behaviour can only be attributed to the distractions
(in the name of freedom, access to new techn
etc.) the students undergo during the peace and p
war period.
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Dr. Sivalingam Sivananthan, a distinguished old boy of Jaffna Hindu College
(1967 -75) and University of Peradeniya (1976 -1980) and current Director of the

Microphysics Laboratory and Distinguished Professor of Physics at the University

of Hlinois Chicago where he received his Ph.D. and M.S. degrees in Physics,

% M ¥ has been named a White House Champion of Change. This honour recognizes

immigrant entrepreneurs who help to create American jobs, grow the American

economy, and make the nation more competitive. He received this prestigious

honour for his work with 4 semiconductor marerial, mercury cadmium telluride or

MOCT that is ar'the -'h't:ar..t ot night vision technology.

Excerpis of the interview given for Geethavani

2013 Sowvenir

Where did you get your primary education and how
it helped in your childhood development?

I studied from Kindergarten to Fourth grade (1961-65)
at Saraswathy Vidyalavam (Madduvil Sourh), which
laid the foundation for my future. It is the caring of
my family, teachers, and community that built my
confidence and character. I remember the phrase always
ringing in my ears “ Sivalingam master’s son can and
will do anything he sets his mind to”. It is that respect,
confidence, and expectation which built my characrer.
It was the interest and support of my parents, brothers,
aunts, and grandparents that had a huge impact on my
childhood. I was lucky to have such a great environment
and support system while growing up.

Tell about your secondary schooling and how it
moulded your personality?

From 6th grade through 12th I studied at Jaffna Hindu
College where I learned leadership, community service,
and gained a strong foundation in science. Hindu
college teachers were dedicated to making a difference
in every student’s life and took pride in their students’
successes. Determination to succeed, belief in yourself,
passion to make a different in peoples lives, aggression
tempered by humility, and to be forceful but caring are
all traits that T developed from my alma mater along
with learning the importance of building a strong and
dedicated team.

Howedo you see your parent’s influence on your

I am the sixth of nine children. Both of my parents
were teachers. My mother Packiam Sivalingam

taught at Chavakachcheri Ladies and my facher
Sellathurai Sivalingam was a principal at Weerasingam
Mahavidyalayam Meesalai. My mom is from Madduvil,
Chavakachcheri and dad from Urikadu, Valvedichurai.

Geethavani Awards 2013

They dedicated their lives to educate us; they raught us
to be scif-dependent. Mom used to awake us every day
at 4 am to teach us before she went to work.

!'IO“‘ LJ[S cducati\'m .‘S}’S'{Cl“ i!f_‘lpcd :v"t'l'll (1] I‘CﬂC!l ‘i‘hi.‘r

h{:ighf?

Lt gave me the opportunity and guidance; respected me

for the person who T am and helped me to succeed. The
Unired States has provided me with a lot of opportunity
and 1 owe a lot to my adapted new country.

Any contribution or initiative you have made or like
to make for the North-East Sri Lankan education
development?

1 would like to offer the children the same opportunity
I had. Twould like to establish a program with the local
teachers of Saraswathy Vidyalayam and Jaffna Hindu
College to help fulfil the needs of the students. I am also
looking forward to expanding my research collaboration
with University of Jaffna and other universiries.

Was your family supportive in your ventures? How it
helped your achievements?

I could not have achieved all of this without my wifc’s
(Inthumathy from Nawalapitiya) and children’s support.
She is a dentist. She took care of our children’s (Abirami
and Aranee) day to d;Iy life a||(1wing me to continue my
passion and supporting me in my work-related goals.

Tt was her support and belief in me that allowed me to
balance a start-up company and raise our two children
together. My wife and children have always supported
me and allowed me to invest most of what I carned from
my initial company into Sivananthan Labs, to continue
my passion of forming a technology incubator. I have
been working long hours for the last 30 years, quite
often over 12 hours a day and although it has not alw
been simple, together we have managed to balance
family and work.
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b Educating Tomorrow’'s EngLne

A ST RAELA

Never Stand Still Faculty of Engineering School of Electrical Engineering & Telecommunications

Electrical engineering, as the origin of all high technology we know today, has stood the test of time as a
fundamental discipline upon which generations of the country’s highest achievers have built their careers.
Currently, more electrical engineering graduates are needed by industry to realise tomorrow’s smart energy
supply and distribution system, high-speed broadband networks and major construction projects.

Single Degree Programs

BE in Electrical Engineering (4 years)
BE in Telecommunications (4 years)
BE in Photonics (4 years)

Integrated Degree Program (NEW)
BE ME in Electrical Engineering (5 years)

Dual Degree Programs

BE BArts (5 years)

BE BScience Computing (5 years)

BE BScience Physics or Maths (5 years)
BE BCommerce (5.5 years)

BE LLB Law (6 years)

BE MBiomed Engineering (5 years)




E Bachelor of Engineering Master of Engineering
=5 5-year BE ME in Electrical Engineering with Minor
UNSW UAC Code: 425013 Program Code: 3731 CRICOS Course Code: 074733F

Faculty of Engineering School of Electrical Engineering & Telecommunications

IN RE_SPONSE.T_O IND'USTR_Y D.EMAN.D FOR ELITE ENGIN_E'ERS_! :
Catering spemﬁcaily for elrte students and prowdlng future engineers for
Australian mdustry, offering: :

« Improved ﬂexlblllty

. choose a minor in many interest areas - psychology, music, Ianguages
commerce, mechatronics, photovoltaics, maths, physu:s computer
science and more, either at UNSW Or overseas .. st S up to you.

. mgmﬁcant electwe choice from year 2 onwards, including choice
among 19 postgraduate electwes not normaEly accessible to 4- year BE
program students.

+ Better specialisation:

maximise your Iearnmg in the Electrlca[ Englneermg dlsaphnes of your
choice. e

work right at the cutting edge on yoqr_fourth a'nd-'ﬁfth_year proje_ct.

+  More design:

. engin_ee‘ring design courses from year 1to year 4.

. Easier mtegratlon with mtemahonal exchange

four to six courses can be arranged overseas as a part ofthe minor.

More detail: see www.eet.unsw. édu au/progra mszEMEWithMinor;html :
Contact: Dr Ray Eaton, Director of Academic Studies
reaton@unsw.edu.au, Ph: 02 9385 4059

Be the first to take advantage of this leading new program from UNSW
Engineering, the largest faculty of engrneermg in Australia, recogmsed for
excellence throughout Asia. :

Minors for the BE ME program:

TATAR score of 96 minimum
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