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It is with mach pleasure that I send my greetings to the annual
publication of the Palaly Government Training College. I need hardly
stress that teachers who specialise in the teaching of Science, Mathematics,
English and Commerce have a vital role
to play in the economic development of
the country; especially at this stage of
our educational reforms. No country
could make sufficient headway in the
modern world without the aid of Science.
It would be admitted by all right thinking
persons that a knowledge of English is
absolutely necessary if one were to gain
access to modern scientific thought.
Unless our countrymen were to appre-
ciate this fundamental truth, we would
be left far behind the rest of the world
in the field of science and industry.

Palaly Training College has a very responsible role to play in the
training of teachers who will in turn impart their knowledge to generations
of students. I wish Palaly Training College many more years of useful
service in popularising the teaching of English, Science, Mathematics and
allied subjects,






OUR PRINCIPAL

5. KANDASAMY Esqr. B, S¢., (Lond.)
Dip-in-Ed., (Lond.)
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CgT 18 with much delight that we present our College Magazine
‘Kalavathy 1966°. It contains contributions from learned
and experienced educationists and our colleagues.

If true democracy is to flower, it should be nurtured in the
soil of religious and communal harmony. Unity in diversity is the
essential element for the progress and success of humanity. As
members of the noble profession of teaching, it is the sacred duty
of every one of us to strive for this amity. We, who have come
from all parts of the island, who belong to various communities, who
profess different religious faiths, have lived in sweet harmony in the
course of our stay here.

Saciety determines the aims of education which in turn
determine the aims of the school. These in turn determine the
curriculum. We are living in a period of transition and our society
is transforming itself in accordance with the pressing needs of the
time. While planning the education of our country, it is of para-
mount importance that we should take into consideration, the
needs of our childrenand the needs of our society, without en-
dangering the rich and proud heritage, historical, religious and
cultural of our dear country. We congratulate the Minister of
Education on some of his proposed reforms in general and technical
education.

It is said that living tests learning. We are sure that we
will be able to live in keeping with the canons and principles that
were inculcated in us during outr period of training. We owe
much to The Principal and the lecturing staff of the Training
College for all that we have learnt at their feet.

We are very thankful to the Staff Advisers of ‘Kalavathy'’
for their kind and efficient guidance in bringing out this magazine
My special word of thanks goes to Mr. V. S. Subramaniam, The



Secretary of ‘Kalavathy® and to its committee, for the able and
untiring assistance given, in publishing this issue of ' Kalavathy '

The reports of the various associations record the extra-
curricular activities that we engaged in during the year. With the
passage of time we may forget our life here. But every activity in
which we participated will always remain with us and influence us
as William Wordsworth says:

Feelings too,
Of unremembered pleasure, such, perhaps
As have no slight or trivial influence
On that best portion of a good man’s life.

Swmrmi i e G s s e i s G it e s by

‘Che Ioitor does not hold himself responsible

for the views expressed by the contributors.
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S. MAGASU, B, A, (Lond.), B, A, (Cey.), Dip-in-Ed. (Lond.)
Dip-in-Teaching Eng. as a Foreign Lang. (Lond,)
Lecturer in English, G. T. C. Palaly.

““Educational policy is a branch of human activity which certainly
cannot give results in less than a generation ”

— Prof. J. A, Lauwerys.

“ There is no act of treachery or meanness of which a pohtucal
party is not capable, for in politics there is no honour ™

In educational discussions it is
quite rightly accepted that educa-
tion and society are two sides of the
same coin, interdependent aspects of
the same metal and that the quality
of one reveals the other. The autho-
rities in charge of the educational
destinies of a country usually plan
for the future with the help of vari-
ous scientific sociological and educa-
tional data examined and analysed
by experts who are adequately ex-
perienced both in the theory and
practice of education. In many
highly advanced countries highly
competent education commissions
advise the government on future
educational policies. During the
British rule in our country, we be-
came familiar with the educational
and the political theories of British
society which was well advanced on
the road of Parliamentary demo-
cracy based on the Dritish system
which in turn is based on many age-
old traditions and customs. It is
rather unfortunate in newly inde-
pendent countries, that the role of
Her Majesty's Opposition is mis-
understood and mis-interpreted to

— Disraeli.

the detriment of the people. It is
wrong to assume that the only duty
of the opposition is to oppose all
government measures, good or bad.
The two quotations at the beginning
of this article, from the professor of
Comparative Education (University
of London) and the famecus British
Prime Minister respectively point to
the truth that eduocational policy
should be declared as a matter above
party politics so that a national
committee free from the temptations
of party loyalty or expediency could
formulate a truly national system of
education. It augurs well for the
future of education in Ceylon that
the Minister of education hasagreed
to discuss the reform proposals with-
out any party bias. In the Minister’s
proposals for educational reforms,
reference is made to the importance
of English as a second language in
schools : “English will be the second
langnage in all schools and will be
taught to every pupil from the third
year of his elementary education.”
According to these proposals, “the
purpose of emphasising English is
to ensure that pupils have acecess to
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world literature -and, up-to-date

scientific and technical information.”” "

The term English as a Second Lan-
guage refers to English taoght or

learnt for practical and necessary
means of communication to serve as.

a language of instruction in. educa-
tion or for specialized studies.

of the Unlvcr_glty to that of the pri-
mary school.

In the years following the
switch-over in the medium of ins-
truction from English to the nation-

al languages, there has arisen a com-.

mon complaint, from some quarters,
that .the standard of English is
steadily declining. In the sphere of
education too, a scientific attitude
towards educational problemsis very
desirable. : Therefore, the queshon

of “the falling standards of English”

has to be examined very exhaustwely
with a view to an analysis of the
various factors that affect the stand-
ard of English. The new status of
the English language, in our country
could bring about a change in the
the standard of English which was
hitherto used as the medium of ia-
struction. Before the gradual switch-
over. fromr .English, English was
learnt by the pupils even during the
periods set apart for other subjects.
Besides, . English was the official
language and pupils hoping to enter
the publlc or mercantile services.or

other. avenues of employment were

expected to be proficient in English,
Thus there was strong motivation
towards the Jearumg of Enghsh,
Proper motivation . is one of the
strongest factors in -promoting good

learning.: Before the adoption of

The '
educational use of English as a sec-

ond languave varies frem the leve'l" education of their children.

_free education, the percentage of

English educated was about nine
percent of the population and the
percentage of school geing children
was yvery low.- The small section
of the English educated moved at
least in semi-English speaking en-
vironment and were rich enough to
provide all facilities to further the
: But
now several changes have taken place:
there is an increase in the school

going population who  are also ex-

pected to Jearn- English .only as a
second language from the third
standarcl

_Thus the pupil leams Engllsh
only during the five or six periods of
English becaunse other subjects are
taught through the national langu-
ages. -A great majority of the pupils
become familiar with English only
at school because in their home en-
vironments they communicate only
in their mother- tongues.  Apother .
factor of importance is the nature of
neglect of the teaching of English
{rom standard three upwards.. The.
former Minister of Education refer-
red to the acute shortage of English
Assistant Teachers in many primary
schools even though English was a
compulsory second language from-
standard three,.. The . cumulative
results of the neglect. of English . in.
the early years are noticeable in the
very poot performance of the. G.C.E.
candidates in English, Even where
English is taught it is observed that,
a great many teachers are net pro-
fessionally trained. Howevér, it ‘is
not contended that a mere specialist
training in the teaching of English:
wauld automatically producea good.
teacher of English 'who would teach



later on according to the accepted
techniques of teaching Englishasa
second language. The Teacher of
English should be competent in all
the four skills of language leasnhing
—listening, speaking, reading and
avriting in addition to his ability to
teach these skills to his pupils. In
other words mere paper qualifica-
tions without these special. qualifica-
tions would not contribute to the lay-
ing of proper foundations for the
learning .of English.  Therefore, the
future of English learning in our
country depends, to a great extent,
on the type of teaching and the type
of qualified teachers.

For the greater benefit of all
those who are concerned over the
““fall” in the standard of English, a
more comprehensive analysis will be
attempted now by focussing atten-
tion on the factors that promote or
obstruct the learning of a second
language. At the outset, it has to
be borne in mind that the standards
of English learnt as the first langu-
age and as the second language are
bound to differ on account of the
differences in the duration of learn-
ing and practice opportunities for
the learning of the language. The
educational policy towards the status
of English in the school curriculum
should be determined as a problem
above party. politics so that the
policy of teaching English as a
second language could move towards
success and rising standards through
a continnity in learning unbroken
by the results of parliamentary elec-
tions. It is also very urgent that
false and mischievous propaganda
that the learning of English is a
disgraceful mark of a stooge of

3

British Imperialism should be aban-
dened for the good of the future of
the pupils. The age, intelligence,
linguistic skills and habits of the
pupils’ ; first language, his reasohs
for studying Englich, his other moti-
vations in this work, and the degree
of mastery sought are important
factors from the side of the learner,
Further, opportunity of contact with
the teacher, concentrationand extent
of study opportunities for. practice,
use of the language when it is being
studied, the teacher and his aids are
essential conditions for the learning
of English, - According to Prof.
B3. Pattison, much effort is wasted
by entrusting English teaching to
people who can merely speak and
write in English. It is regarded as
excellent if the beginners are
taught only by the best teachers in
the schools. Mr. A. S. Hornby
complains that in many countries
the teachers at the elementary stage

.are often those who are least quali-

fied. Besides, it has been observed
that the teaching of English is fre-
quently bad not because the methods
are bad ones but simply because the
teachers do not have adequate com-
mand of English, It is said that
English is among the easiest
languages to speak badly but the
most difficult to use well. The
acute shortage’ of trained teachers

‘of English was referred to by the

former UNESCOQ adviser C. J. Allen
and in the educational proposals of
the present Minister: “the training
of teachers is of fundamental import-
ance in any system of education and
in Ceylon, where the number of
teachers who are professionally
trained is only about forty percent
of the total teaching profession, both



4

institutional and in-service training
have to be regarded as a matter of
prime importance.” These are other
equally important matters: adequate
classrooms, adequate equipment,
removal of overcrowding in class,
adequate number of qualified teach-
ers in all schools, abolition of “auto-
matic” promotions and indiscipline
in schools. The percentage of the
‘English Stream'’ pupils before the
introduction of free education was
very+low in comparision with the

percentage of pupils learning Eng-’

lish now as a compulsory second
language. DBesides are we sure that
all the increased numbers of pupils

are rich enough to provide them-
selves with the minimum of text
books, exercise books, pens etc. for
their school work ? The continuity
in the learning is often affected by
the poor attendance of several teach-
ers and many pupils. For efficient
lJanguage work, class rooms free from
noisy environments are indispens-
able. Thus, itis evident that the
falling standards could be attributed
to several factors that are within and
beyond the control of teachers and
pupils. This tendency could be
arrested if the remedial measures
suggested here are adopted with
sincerity and zeal,

Tie style of a man should be the image of his mind; but
the choice and comm and of language is the fruit of experience.

Gibbon.



Clear Sounds

Oeachers erwls 05& Sound Substilibions

E. L. TIBBITTS,
Commonwealth Adviser, English Unit Dept. of Education,

In a discussion of aspects of the
pronunciation of some English
sonnds in Ceylon Schools, a few
general introductory comments are
in place,

Effective learning depends on
how the right material is presented
in the classroom. In language learn-
ing, the presentation and practice
will be in large part oral, since oral
skills are fundamental to the early
stages and, in successful classes at
more advanced levels, powerful
allies of the teacher,

We know a Janguage when we
have mastered its basic structures
and have acquired an adequate voca-
bulary for our purposes. This
mastery implies an automatic, im-
mediate recognition and response,
and it is by listening and speaking
that these are most easily achieved.
Speech provides situational exercise
and the most effective form of re-
vision and correction through con-
stant use in the early stages, es-
pecially, there is a general selection
of material based largely on spoken
frequency; speech is an economical
means of refining the understanding
and use of vocabulary: and, finally,
good writing has a reliable found-
ation in good speech,

In this oral practice or oral ac-
companiment of more adyanced

work, comprehension or translation,
the speech must be clear if the full
benefit is to be derived from it. For
English, the 45 basic phonemes
must be unambiguously distin-
guished from one another and, from
the viewpoint of the teacher in the
classroom, the recognition of sound
substitutions is the first step towards
the improvement of pupils’ pronun-
ciation.

We must bear in mind here,
however, that this pronunciation im-
provement is a Jong-term objective.
It must not be allowed to interfere
with general fluency in the learning
and practice of structures. Only
those pronunciation errors which
seriously affect iatelligibility and
clarity are to be concentrated on in
the earlier remedial work. The re-
finements will be introduced gradu-
ally later on.

That stated, and emphatically
stated, we can proceed to discussion
of difliculties in the differentiation of
the phonemes.

These arise partly from their
relative prominence and partly from
the formation or articulation of the
sounds themselves.

The prominence of sounds de-
pends on their intrinsic quality and
on the stress they receive. In this
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second respect, the relative stressing
of the important words (usnally con-
tent words) as opposed to words less
important to situational meaning
(commonly structural words) is es-
pecially significant, and appropriate
use of the weak forms of structural
werds is an aid to intelligibility.

As for the intrinsic quality and
carrying power, the voiced sounds
carry better than the voiceless or
breathed sounds., The voiced con-
tinuant sounds carry particularly
well, This applies to the vowels
with especial forces, the open vowels
above all; and well-formed, open
vowels are therefore quite an im-
portant factor in readily intelligible
speech. The consonants 1 and r and
the nasals also carry very well,

It is, therefore, with voiceless
or breathed sounds that difficulties
of carrying power most often arise,
e, g p, 6k, f, th (as in thin), h. Even
in words which have strong stress,
the final consonants are relatively
weakly stressed so that they need to
be articulated more clearly. It will
be no surprise that, in a question-
naire completed in December 1963,
practising teachers reported that
final consonants were sometimes
omitted e. g. from adopt, kite, strict,
twelve and pencils.

Other difficulties arise from the
formation and articulation of sounds,
vowel formation or consonant arti-
culation. For vowels, ear-training
and imitative practice are the means
by which gradual improvement of
the sounds will be effected. For
consonants, an explanation of the
articulation can, in addition, be an

invaluable early step. Where there
are phoneme substitutions, lists of
words contrasting only in the two
sounds concerned provide material

Tor effective drill,

A large number of examples of
substitutions were afforded by the
teachers’ reports in the Question-
naire. For vowels, the most gener-
ally difficult for intelligibility are
shown to be numbers 6, 7, 10, 11, 14
(the vowel numbering is that of
Daniel Jones, ‘An Outline of Eng-
lish Phonetics, Heffer). Among the
consonants, insufficient " diflerenti-
ation of the voiced from their voice-
less or breathed counterparts was
widely reported, e, g , the differences
between such pairs as loose, lose;
advice, advise; once, ones; cloth,
clothes. The final nasal ‘consonants
are prone to interchanging, e.g.,
underline, underlying, ran, rang.

A full list of examples of substi-
tutions noted involve these pairs of
words : ‘

(The second exampleis in ‘each
case substituted for the first)

Vowels:
slipper, sleeper; men, man;
man, men; can, cant; coliar,

caller; shone, shown;- walk,
work; ball, bowl; full, fool;
money, many; uncle, ankle;
work, walk; girls, gales; road,
rod; rode, roared; owl, all. '

Consonants:

ply, fly; spant, spends cat, hat;
bit, pit: eurb, curve; rode, wrote;

girls, curls (doyg. dock); fin, pin;



foot, soot; belief, believe; half,
harsh; piece, peach; sells, shells;
loose, lose; show, sew; leave,
- leap: rove, robe; gunm, gum;
- rang, ran; while, vile; use, juice.

Teachers will notice spelling
mistakes in their students’ writing,
mistakes 'which obviously derive
from mispronunciations of such
sounds.

Correction is particularly need-
ed whete the sounds are structurally

significant e. g. man, men; s, z (plu--

ral nouns; third person singular,
simple present; weak forms of is and
has’; t, d (regular simple past and
past participle forms; f, v (e. g. off,
of

It is neeled, too where words
of similar grammatical status are
involved, e. g., shone. shown; walk,
work; ball; bowl; rode, roared; ply,

7

fly; curb, curve;' rode, wrote; piece,

‘peach; leave, leap; gun, gum.

It is, again, of extra impor-
ance where the phonemes are of
high frequency in the language. In
‘An Introduction to the Pronunci-
ation of English’ (Arnold, 1962),
A. C. Crimson lists these sounds as
the most frequently occurring :

12,2,'3,10, 14, 4, 6, 7.

Consonants: n, t,d, s, m, k, w, z, v.

Vowels :

Teachers can usefully, on the
basis of a list of likely mispronun-
ciations, decide which of those actu-
ally occurring are the most in need
of correction on structural grounds
and on grounds of frequency of oc-
currence of the sounds, In addition,
the experience of other teachers may
in some cases help in the identifi-
cation of errors that might other-
wise escape notice.

We want that education by which character is formed, the
strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded and by
which one can stand on one’s own feet,

Swami Vivekananda,

*
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The world is full of avoidable and
unavoidable misfortunes and psycho-
logical tangles of conflicts and strug-
gles. Shakespeare in his writings
has penetrated into the insight of
human nature. He holds the mir-
ror up to the mind of man and
man’s natural thooghts and feelings
are reflected in that mirrer. He
had,the intention of reforming the
society by weeding out the anti-social
elements.

Very seldom we come across
pieces of literary work where human
nature is distinctly pictured. Shak-
espeare’s plays endow upon human
beings'a development in emotions,
making their feelings reverent and
finally satisfy human character traits.
One who goes very deep into his
plays will come across unearthed
mines of scientific knowledge.

Emotional Effects of His Tragedies

Shakespeare lays stress on the
emotional effects namely pity and
fear,—pity arising from the sight of
an undeserved suffering and fear
springing out of a sense that a simil-

ar calamity might befall ourselves,

In the type of tragedy to which
Othello belongs—a tragedy of in-
ternal conflicts and struggle bet-
ween mill and will. In this play the
field of action is throughout the
hero's own mind, The sowing of
the seeds of jealousy in his own mind
and their fatal growth into a convic-
tion of Desdemona’s guilt, leading
to an act that is only a symbol of a
passion in the hero’s own mind.

Shakespeare portrays in this
play how great crimes spring from
high passion grafted on bigh quali-
ties. Plato set this fashion long
ago, when he described passion as a
force that drags us along like a team
of spirited horses.

Outhursts of Emotion

Othello kisses her and says,
“So sweet was never so fatal” and
he weeps. All this throw light upon
Othello’s action and all the aversion
caused by the deed disappears and
at this stage we are moved to pity.
When he realizes that he had com-
mitted a great blunder and that
Desdemona was innocent, he touch-
es her body and cries out in grief,

“Cold, cold my girl,
Even like thy chastity. O cursed
slave

Whip me, Ye devils,
From the possession of this heaven-
ly sight,
Blow me about in winds; Roast
me in sulphur

Desdemona !
dead!

. O Desdemona !

Unfaithfulness

At the abdication scene, Rich-
ard II looks around at the faces of
of all those assembled to witness the
scene. They are the same people
who cried to him,

“All Hail” when he was the
King. Now he is overcome with
grief at the ingratitude of his fav-
ourites and says, that his plight is



more miserable than that of the be-
trayed Jesus; Jesus found grateful-
ness in all the twelve except Judas,
but for his own part, he does not
have even one loyal soul out of his
twelve thousand followers. Shakes-
peare shows in this connection, that
the good done to people are soon
forgotten. In Julius Cazsar it is well
illustrated by the words :

“Ingratitude : more strong than
traitors arms’’. It is natural for
people to forget to be grateful; so
if we go round expecting gratitude,
we are in for a lot of heartaches.

Shakespeare’s Attitude to Politics

He shows how honourable metal
can be wrought from its true char-
acter, In Julius Caesar, Shakespeare
shows the tragic way in which the
good can be sometimes worked upon
to become a savage. The ‘Noblest
Roman of them all’ the most excel-
lent combination of all the traits was
yet a conspirator and killed his
greatest friend. The good in Brutus
did not save him. He was worked
upon by others and also seduced
himself into taking part in a cons-
piracy against the ruler of a State,

Today, we are living in a world
where violence dominates ; when the
people are dissatisfied with the Prime
Minister or with a form of Govern-
ment, they resort to crude and bar-
batous ways of overthrowing the
government. ‘Coup detat’is a com-
mon feature now-a-days. We have
a lesson to learn from Shakespeare.
However inadequate the ‘Ruler’ may
have been, conspiracy and murder
could result in nothing but ruin for

P.T.—2
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the conspirators and civil strife in
the Starte,

“Shakespeare recognizes that the
hearts of the people are sound ; their
feelings are generally right ; but their
view of facts is perverted by inter-
ests, by passion and by stupidity”’.

Shakespeare’s Attitude
Towards Love

His conception is that itis a
sacred one and it should not alter
its course when it finds obstacles
and complexities. [f it lasts inspite
of all these, the men and women
who inhabit it become finer and rich-
er representatives of human nature.
He shows that when instincts and
intuitions are guided by humanized
common sense, they are beneficient
in human affairs.

Shakespeare’s Attitude
Towards Women

‘He had his reasons for his en-
thronement of women as heroines.
“Personality is a mass of mighty
equipoise’”’ and Shakespeare found
this only in women and not in men
like, Othello, Brutus or Caesar.

Intelligent Behaviour

Julius Caesar is a keen observer
who has the power to read the char-
acter of people from their faces, ap-
pearances, aptitudes and interests.
He summons the soothsayer and
gazes in his face and dismisses him.
He took the royalroad to knowledge
“intuition’”. About Cassius he re-
marks, i '
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“He is a great cbserver and he
looks,

Quite through the deeds of men;
he hears no music’.

Caesar has made a clear char-
acter study of Cassius. “‘Liberty,
Freedom and Enfranchisement’ all
got lost because Cassius’s advice
was not strictly followed by Brutus.

Fear

A great fault in Caesar is that
he confused fear with cowardice ;
otherwise a man who had been
groaning with pain, a man who cried
“Help me Cassius, or I sink” will
not say that cowards die many times
before their deaths. There is an-
other instance where he showed his
arrogance.

‘... Danger knows full well

That Caesar is more dangerous than
he"’.

Psychologists say, that fear is
an instinct that all should possess.
Shakespeare shows how, Caesar fears
Cassius, Cassius fears Antony and
Brutus fears Caesar’s ghost at Phi-
lippi.

Nobility of Character

Brutus is an idealist and a phi-
losopher, His only folly is that he
failed to perceive where-in lay the
true Caesarean power, He makes
a morbid repentance when he dies.

“Caesar, now be stjll

I killed not thee with half so good a
will”. Brutus had been all his life
cultivating ‘“‘reliance on the will”
and that is why he prevented the

conspirators from taking an oath
and also gave permission for Mark
Antony to deliver the funeral ora-
tion. ~ It is a tragic irony that a man
of sterling qualities, 2 man who was
unwilling to disturb the sleep of his
servant ‘Lucius’ is made to take part
in a murder. More over it is evid-
ent from his advice to the other
conspirators, that he is not fashioned
for conspiracy and that he is an
amateur,

“Let not your looks put on our
purposes’’. And once he has joined
the conspiracy he took it as a mis-
sion and set off with a religious fer-
vour,

“Let’s kill him boldly, but not
wrathfully;
Let’s carve him as a dish fit for the
gods.?!

Marital Relationship

Shakespeare's conception is that
it must touch the qualities of each
mate and integrate them into a
richer and {uller personality. ‘‘Men
and women are not paragons of per-
ception.”” They are at best, but the
prevelant deliciencies depicted in his
characters.

Divine Love

In Brutus and Portia, Shakes-
peare portrays the best form of true
affection and devotion. ‘““Joysshared
are doubled; sorrows shared are
halved', runs a saying.

Portia pleads: “Within the bonds
of marriage, tell me Brutus,
Is it expected I should know no
secrets
That appertain you ?”



Brutus’s love towards Portia is
such an ecstasy that he did not wish
to burden his wife with the secret of
the conspiracy. He could not even
bear the heavy heart of his wife for
he loved her almost as a religion.
He says with a sigh,

“Oh ye gods, render me worthy of
this noble wife’,

Physical Love

Othello’s love towards Desde-
mona is not a youtblul passion. He
says,

She loved me for the dangers [
had pass'd
And I loved her that she did pity
me,”’

There is another utterance fo
testify that his love is physical.

‘“Pe thus when thou art dead, and
[ will kill thee,
And love thee after.”

According to this statement,
Othello will love her only if she
maintains her normal features (her
whiter skin smooth as monumental
Alabaster) even after death. Shakes-
peare shows in this connection that
physical gratification brought at the
expense of passion will yield nausea
and remorse.

Maladjustment

The marriage of Theseus and
Hyppolita is not a love marriage
and it is not a love match either.
Theseus is too old for romance.
When Hyppolita tells him of the
adventures of the lovers, he says
with indignation ;
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““The lunatic, the lover and the
poet
Are of imagination all compact”,

This is not a very gallant remark
from the bridegroom on his wedding
night.

SHAKESPEARE has given us tra-
gedies comedies, Komanccs and
Historical dramas; he dealt with
kings, ordinary masses, fools and
clowns, He has looked at the funny
side of human manners and the sad-
dest aspect of man’s lot on earth.
He has pointed out strong points as
well as weak points; virtues as well
as vices ; saints as well as sinners.
His plays always strike the note
“To err is human,”

“Shakespeare’s plays kave, too,
a mysterious quality of perennial
freshness. One may read them
again and again and at each reading
something fresh appears, a character
will assume a new significance, a
phrase will suddenly take on a more
vivid meaning. The final criticism
of Shakespeare will never be writ-
ten’’.

Carlyle says, “There has never
been so great a dramatist as Shakes-
peare. If an Englishman were asked
whether he would prefer to give up
their Indian Empire or Shakespeare,
he would say, Indian Empire"’.

Shakespeare's plays are not
meant for a particular time or a race,
Therefore he will live in the hearts
of people at all times.

S. Manuelpillai,
Eng. Final Year.
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By

P. SAVERIMUTTU, M, A, (Lond.)

Most teachers must have heard
of “Treasure hunt” which is quite a
popular game among Ceylon school
children particulatly among Seouts
and Girl Guides. The main aim of
this interesting game is to find out
where a certain treasure is hidden
and ‘what its contents are- A frantic
search is made by children to dis-
cover the treasute some how or
other, wherever it may be hidden,

This game is of great signifi-
cance to modern educators and
school teachers because every tea-
cher today must engage himself in
“talent hunting” in the school or
classroom.

The story of the talent is as
old as if not older than the origin of
“child psychology itself which is the
handmaid of educational psychology.
School teachers and others interes-
ted in children have from early times
devised (in various parts of the
world) ways and means of discover-
ing the talents (or innate abilities)
cf children. Psychology began by
being a study of the mind. Through
many centuries it was an off shoot
from philosophy and metaphysics.

“Phrenology’” was a form of
study whereby people tried to assess
the talents of children by the numer-
ous “bumps’ in the head. They tried
to judge a person’s inborn abilities
by the number of “ups and downs”
in the cranium of that individual,

Some others tried to judge  the
abilities of the children by such in-
direct assessments as the shape of
the face, the broadness of the fore-
head, the pointedness of the nose etc.
But sach external observations and
measurements, because they were
mainly subjective or personal, ob-
viously lacked objectivity and im-
partiality. = They were far from
being valid and reliable tests, It
must be admitted however that this
type of assessment represented, the
first steps in objective estimation of
children's talents. Indeed they paved
the way to objective mental tests
and scholastic assessments, Anyhow
one thing had become certain by the
19th century namely that the abi-
lities of persons differed from indivi-
dual to individual and that there was
a real need for evolving some form of
testswhereby the talents or abilities of
children could be reliably measured
and validly predicted, In the latter
part of the nineteenth century such
descriptions of physical characteris-
tics were supplemented by investi-
gations into the powers of the body
as shown in sensory discrimination
and accurate movement. And at a
still latter date these investigations
were followed by researches based
on the expectation that brighter
pupils would show greater accuracy
and speed in the exercise of various
powers of the mind. Mental quali-
ties were more and more judged by
mental symptoms. The abilities or



qualities of children were at first re-
ferred to as “‘faculties’.

Tests of memory, of visnal
imagery and of attention were fol-
lowed by tests devised to measure
reasoning ability and the use of the
mind in classification, definition,
detection of absurdities, comparison,
arrangements of ideas in sequence,
deduction and the like.

The credit of testing or measur-
ing the intelligence of children in a
. scientific and systematic 'manner
goes to a French psychologist Alfred
Binet who was actually a pioneer in
this field of child psychology (re-
search) in the 19th century. From
then onwards discussions began to
be held and researches began to be
initiated into the abilities of children.
That is how psychology came to re-
ceive the status of an independent
study (in the twentieth century) in
most of the universities of the
world.

There were differences of opi-
nion on many matters :—whether
there was a single ability by which
the stndents were able to master
their various subjects or a group of
abilities by which the students were
able to master their various subjects
or individual and separate abilities
by which the students were able to
master each ef the various subjects
taught in the school, There were
again differences of opinion regar-
ding the quality and quantity of the
abilities in children, whether there
was a single general ability which
entered into all mental operations
and various specific abilities which
entered into various types of oper-
ations.
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Ultimately the view that every
individual had a general factor or
ability often referred to as g’ which
entered into all mental operations
and several specific factors or
special abilities often referred to as
“s’s” which entered into varicus
specific operations engaged by an
individual began to gain credence.

Outstanding psychologists =~ of
England like, Karl Spearman, God-
frey Thompson, P.B. Ballard and
Sir Cyril Burt bave undertaken a
careful study of these problems and
worked out standardised tests to test
the “g” factor or General Intelli-
gence, Since then similar researches
have been done both in Europe and
in the U.S. A, and many useful
standardised group tests of general
intelligence have been the outcome
of such valuable and commendable
labours.

Sir Cyril Buit defines (General)
Intelligence as an inborn general all
round ability while Karl Spearman
had already explained it by means
of his three noegenetic principles
viz “apprehension of experience,
eduction of relaticns and eductien
of correlates.”

Consequently both individual
tests and group tests of various kinds
came widley into use both:in the
Old World and' the New World.
This was done in order to find out
the [. Q. (Intelligence Quotient) of
children. ;

-But very soon it was discovered
that the special abilities of children
played as large a part as, if not a
greater part than intelligence in their



14

educational development and their
future vocational life. Hence there
came into use tests of various
types of special abilities which, one
may say, have not been fully ex-
hausted.

There are however six major
fields which have been explored in
some detail and mainly accepted by
most psychologists of today. They
are (i) verbal ability (ii) number
ability (iii) mechanical ability (iv)
spatial ability (v) practical ability
or manual dexterity (vi) aesthetic
ability.

As general ability (g) enters
into all activities of children along
with one or more of these special
abilities, the educators of today
are concentrating more and more
on the discovery and understanding
of these varied special abilities. This
is what we mean by “talent hunt” in
this article.

No doubt, besides these special
abilities there are also other factors
such astemperament, general health
and persistence of motive which all
help in the full development of indi-
viduals both within and outside the
classroom.

As every practising teacher
knows the death knell has long been
rung of a single course or a uniform
curriculam for all children attending
a school. Especially in the post
primary classes, there is a great
demand for diversifying the courses
in the schools, both by politicians
and parents—no less than by psy-
chologists and educationists, Es-
pecially in an underdeveloped

country like Ceylon the scope for
white collar jobs is diminishing daily
while the need for skilled workers,
technicians and technologists is in-
creasing considerably.  The poli-
ticians want the youth of the coun-
try to contribute their share to the
economic development of their coun-
try. The parents themselves are
becoming more and more scared of
the unemployment problem in the
country which is hanging like the
sword of Damocles over every edu-
cated youth's head, They want their
children to follow courses of studies
which will ensure them a satisfactory
and snitable occupation or employ-
ment in their after school life.

Thus the teachers and school
guidance counsellors are saddled
with the responsible task of ‘“talent-
hunt” je. finding out by suitable
tests and other means such as
cumulative records, the types of tal-
ents and special abilities found in a
child and then direct him to a course
of studies whereby his inborn talents
will fully develop and flourish.
Thereby he is happily employed
later in life and the country is eco-
nomically benefitted. We have now
passed the era of empiricism in
“talent hunt’’ and entered the arena
of accurate scientific testing, correct
interpretation and valid prediction
as far as it is humanly possible.

This is the challenge that faces
every educationist and teacher all
over the world today, particularly in
Ceylon. There should be no waste
of manpower if the economic con-
dition of a country is to improve.
Are we teacher—sparticularly trained
teachers—prepared to undertake this



grave respousibility ? Has our re-
ading and training equipped us with
the art and skill of talent hunting?
The latest schemes for the develop-
ment of Higher Education evolved
in Ceylon will have to be worked
out on the basis of “talent hunting”
which ultimately rests on the effort
and co-operation of the teachers
themselves.
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Oan the response, teachers give
to this challenge of “‘talent hunting”
will depend the success ot the future
educational plans and blue prints;
and on the (economic) individual
welfare of the educated citizens will
depend the economic welfare of
our entire country.

Full many a girl with beauty and grace

Full many a girl with a lovel charming face,
Through poverty meets not her better pair
But loses her fragrance in the kitchen air!

O

Miss M. Hamid,
English Final Year.
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. The ancient teachings of the
mystics Jaid the key to all these
strange manifestations that have
puzzled the human brain since the
dawn of civilization. From them
emanates, all wisdom, all knowledge,
all guidance; it reveals the existence
of three worlds — the divine, the
moral or mental, the material —
those three elements so universally
recognised by the great religions of
the earth—5Soul, Mind and Body.

This constantly repeated divi-
sion into three component elements,
followed it up patiently through the
various outward and inward wmani-
festations of aspiration, action, reali-
sation. In this body of ours are
three forces ever at work and seldom
in peaceful accord ; the lowest — the
material body, all instincts; the
highest—the ‘mens’ or divine projec-

tion of the body, and, between them,

the connecting link so persistently
searched after by the scientists of all
ages—the astral body that serves as
a bond between the heart and the
brain between physical and mental
life.

Upon these premises, borrowing
each of its stones from the sadly
neglected quarry out of which the
philosophers of antiquity have drawn
the grandest monuments ever con-
ceived by human intelligence. The
deepest researches of the Hindu
Brahamins, of the Egyptian priests
and Chaldean shepherds, were put
to contribution, as well as Pytho-
goras’ stupendous vision of the world
and Aristotle’s extraordinary divi-

nation of many of our modern pro-
blems. The Middle Age alchemists
and astrologers, the profound Arabs
as well as the Italian, the Dutch, the
German, the French, the English
savants were interrogated in the
ponderous works they left behind
them, for they throw some more light
upon the fate of man ; before, during
and after life. And coming down
to our times, the most advanced re-
presentatives of medical science as
well as of natural and mental philo-
sophy furnished their quota of de-
monstration,

Most of us are aware that in
every human body there are two
nervous systems — the cerebro-
spinal, consisting of the brain and
spinal cord and all its connecting
nerves, and the sympathetic, which
is distributed all over the body, but
lies chiefly as two knotted cordson
either side of the spinal column on
the rear wall of the abdominal and
chest cavities. Here and there fibres
of this interesting, but little under-
stood, nervous system, form a dense
network called a plexus by anato-
mists. Of these the solar plexus is
the best known. Each of the plexus
marks the situation of an ancient
point of contact between the dense
physical bedy and the astral body.
Every physical sense-organ is con-
nected by a nerve or nerves with a
centre in the brain. Each brain
centre has its counterpart in the
astral body.

Psychism implies the opening
up of new channels between the



brain and the larger consciousness
in man. The brain itself does not
generate thought ; it merely responds
to ‘thought—vibrations’ after they
have been aroused by the activity of
the mind. Since all mental activity
originates in this deeper self—which
can exist as well without the brain
as with it — it is quite true say
that every thought, emotion and
feeling we experience, except those
received telepathically by the brain,
is a psychic communication from
our own larger consciousness.

The demands of the conscious-
ness will be met by the growth of
the body. The mind possesses tre-
mendous power to would and even
to build the nervous .mechanism.
Each intellectual faculty of the mind
is associated with a certain little
specialised area of grey cells through
which that faculty can express itself
in the brain. The law of repetition
states, that an act repeated again
and again becomes a habit, and that
a thought held constantly before the
mind becomes an inherent quality
of character.

In ancient scriptures it is pro-
claimed that ‘man becomes that
upon which he thinks' and in our
own time advanced thinkers are
instilling the same profound truth
by insisting that ‘as a man thinketh

so is he’. The physical body is
largely a creature of habit. The
occultist maintains his magnetic

purity by means of baths, food,
clothing and exercise. He regulates
the physical side of his life and seeks
to bring it into harmony with the
laws of nature,

PT—3
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The aspirant should earnestly
seek to acquire beautiful traits of
character. . The important: one is
un-selfishness. . . There are other
qualities also for which he should
strive—purity, gentleness, courtesy,
patience, steadfastness, courage, self-
reliance, loyalty, devotion, self- col-
lectedness ; and at the back of all
an indomitable will. Throuogh these
will spring aninward intuition which
will: Jead him far along the nath
leading to illumination.

Concentration, meditation, con-
templation, assist the faculty of one-
pointedness, conguering one's mind
and awakens the spiritual aspiration
respectively. These assist in arous-
ing the highest type of psychism—
Kundalini, which slumbers at the
base of the spine. When this is once
awakened and can be properly
directed it rushes up the spine and
vivifies certain centres found in the
physical body—base of the spine,
the spleen, the navel, the heart, the
throat, between the eyebrows and at
the top of the head,

No heights are too great for
man to gain if he but sets his will to
reach them, for there is a divinity
within each one of us to which all
things are possible. Our human
frailties, our weaknesses, our ignor-
ance and faintheartedness are due to
the unmastered bodies in which we
dwell. But as life after life is spent
in this great school we call the
Earth, we gradually learn to bend
these garments of f{lesh and subtle
matter to our will,

And yet in all this we do not
change; the change takes place
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within our bodies, Growth is not
the acquirement of something from
without; it is the awakening of
powers whlch are slumbering within.
The great teacher Experiencearouses
these forces by the demands of phy=
sical body.

But as we evolve power after
power from within and build up one
beautiful trait of character after
another, the light within is able to
shine more clearly through the
bodiés we waar, the outer conscious-
ness approaches nearer to the statue
of the inner God. Every lovely
quality we develop, every capacity
of the mind we unfold, every spiri-
tual aspiration we awaken, brings us

closer to that glorious conisumma-
tion when the inward man shall be
revealed in spiritual splendour in the
temple of flesh,

So take heart and strive ever
upwards; the inward God dwells in
every one of us. This world revol-
ves in the glowing heart of a divine
Intelligence, which wraps us all
about with Its infinite compassion
and wisdom. Lift up yopr eyes to
the height which never die, and
fill your heart with the “Peace which
passeth understanding.’s

A. Mayures,
Eng: Final Year.

0

As the different streams having their sources in different Places,
all mingle their water in the sea, so, O! Lord, the different
paths which men take through different tendencies, various
though they appear, crooked or straight, all lead to Thee,

— Bhagavath Gita.
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#n- éxam-t’naﬁon o:ﬂ ﬂsirologq

By

R. E. J. A, SETUKAVALAR, B. A, (Lond.)

In this paper I want to examine the
claim of astrolcgy to be able to predict,
by a study of planetary positions, the
fortunes of men and women.

Before we do that we must clear
away the strange but all too common
confusion there is between astrology and
astronomy. The latter is the scientific
study of the heavenly bodies, their
constitution and their motion. [t relies
on observation and the application of
mathematics to the results of obser-
vation. Itis studied in most Univer-
sities and an Honours degree may be
obtained in it. Astrology, however, is in
a very different category. It is a set of
beliefs that the positions of the planets
influence the course of the lives of men.
No University in the world, except one
in Ceylon, includes Astrology in its
caurriculum presumably on the ground
that it does not deserve serious study.

As astrology iz based on the posi-
tions of the planets as calculated by
astronomy, some slight knowledge of the
latter subject is necessary in order to
understand how astrologers set about
their work. It is now known that the
sun is a mass of extremely hot gas and
that what we call the stars are really
other suns so far away that they look
like points of light. The nearest star is
four light years away., This means that
light from this star takes four years to
reach the earth. By comparison the
light of the sun reaches us in only eight
minutes. Other stars are farther away,
some so far away that their light takes
thousands of years to get to us:  How-
ever, though the stars are at very differ-
ent distances away from the earth they
all appear to us to be fixed on the sur-

face of a sphere the visible half of which
we call the sky.

We must consider next how the
stars or rather groups of stars are
named. When we look at a cloud in an
otherwise clear sky it seems sometimes
to resemble 3 human head, an animal cr
some other familiar object, This, of
course, is purely the work of our imagi-
nation. There are no human heads or
animals in the sky. Similarly when we
look at the stars it is possible to imagine
that they form various groups, each
group having some faint resemblance to
a human form, an animal or some other
object. These groups, or constellations
as they are called, bear therefore such
names as llercules, the Great Bear, the
Lion, the Bull and so on.

In addition to the stars, there are
certain bodies called planets. It is well-
known that the earth revolves arcund
the Sun. Along with the earth there are
eight other bodies which also revolve
around the sun. Only five of these are
visible to the naked eye, They are
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and
Saturn, and it is with these that the
astrologer concerns himself. The word
planet means ¢ wanderer *’ and the pla-
nets are so called to distinguish them
from the stars. As we have seen, the
stars are so far away that they do not
seem to change their position relative to
one another. If, for instance four stars
seem to form a square, they form the
same square month after month and
year after year. They rise and set, of
course, but it is the square formation
that rises and sets. The planets, how-
ever, behave differently. They are al-
ways comparatively close to the earth



20

and as they move around the sun they
are seen at different times against a
different background of * fixed ™ stars.
In technical language the planets are
“in ”’ different constellations at different
times. Further, all the planets as they
go round in their orbits keep more or less
to the same plane. (A simple way to
understand this statement would be to
think of the sun as a big marble placed
on the top of a table and the planets as
smaller marbles moving round the big
one without leaving the top of the table).
A consequence of this fact is that the pla-
nets jn their wanderings are always to
be found in one particular belt of the
sky and therefore only in those comnstel-
lations, twelve in number, which occupy
this belt. These twelve constellations
are called the twelve signs of the zediac.
Before we leave the subject of the pla-
nets it must be noted that the astrologers
count the sun and the moon also as pla-
nets because they too are in different
signs of the zodiac at different times.

We can now understand what is
meant by a horoscope. It is a diagram
setting down among other things the
constellation in which each planet was at
the time that a person was born. The
astrologer calls these constellations
“ houses "’ and a typical statement in
astrology is that at the time of some-
body’s birth the Sun or the Moon or
Venus was in the ** house ' of the Lion
or the Bull. From such a fact the astro-
loger proceeds to make deductions about
the character or the future of that per-
son, the deductions being based on the
theory that each planet governs a parti-
cular aspect of life and that each constel-
lation points to various characteristics
associated with the animal (e. g the Licn
or the Goat) after which it is named.

How wvalid are such deductions likely
to be ? One can only answer that at best
thev can only be as valid as the premises
on which they are based. And, as we

have said just now, a typical premise
from which an astrologer makes his
deductions may be something like this :

“ The moon was in Leo (the Lionj
at the time of so and se’s birth.” But
what does such a statement really
amount to ¢

To begin with, the stars forming a
particular constellation have no special
physical connection with one another.
They may, in fact, be separated from
one another by hundreds of light years.
However, as we look at them from the
earth, they seem to form a single group
because they happen to be more or less
in the same direction. In other words
there is no Lion out there in space. It
is purely a visual effect to us on earth,

Again, the names of the constel-
lations are quite arbitrary. One’s imagi-
nation has sometimes to be stretched a
great deal before one can see any resem-
blance between a constellation and the
animal or object after which it is named.
It is not surprising, therefore, to learn
that some constellations which have
always had a particular name in the west
were called by some other name in China
because to the imagination of Chinese
observers they looked like something
else. How arbitrary, therefore, it is to
assume that a particular constellation
has a resemblance to one definite animal,
let us say, and no other and go on to
base one's predictions on the supposed
characteristics of this animal !

Further, as already mentioned, it is
because stars are so distant that they
seem to preserve the same position rela-
tive to each other year after year. DBut
it has been observed that all the same
they are shifting their positions very
slowly and after thousands of years the
constellation of the Lion will not even
remotely resemble a Lion. Presumably,
when that happens some of the basic



principles of astrology will need revision.
Lastly, in the light of modern astro-
nomical knowledge a statement such as
that the moon is in the ‘house’ of the
Lion is seen to be entirely unreal. The
moon is about a quarter of a million
miles away while the stars are thousands
of millions of miles away in outer space.
When we say that the moon is in the
house of the Lion all we mean is that we
are seeing the moon against the distant
background of the Lion. One might as
well say that a hen roosting on the roof
and silhouetted against the moon is in
the moon. What sense, therefore, can
there be in saying that the moon was in
the Lion when a person was born and
proceeding next to make some deduction
based on the qualities of the king of the
beasts 7 Particalarly when, as has been
shown, the Lion in the sky is no Lion at
all.

There are at least two more theor-
etical arguments against astrology. The
first relates to twins.  They are born in
the same place and at the same time.
One supposes, therefore, that they have
identical horoscopes. Yet one finds that
the Jives of two twins sometimes have
two entirely different courses. They a1e
in two different occupations, they die at
different times. They sometimes differ
even in character. How can these differ-
ences be explained astrologically ? The
astrologer may reply that there was a
slight difference in their times of birth
and therefore their horoscopes are really
different. Yet it is a matter of common
knowledge that such small differences of
time are ignored by astrologers. One
does not hear of an astrologer refusing
to cast a horoscope because he has not
been given the time of a person’s birth
to the nearest second and seconds in his
opinion make a difference to the horos-
cope.

Secondly there is the fact of dis-
asters like a sudden earthquake which
causes the death of, say, a thousand
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people living in one village. How did it
come about that all these people, who
lived in the same place but were born at
different times, had the same tragic
horoscope ? Or think of a disaster like
the wreck of the Titanic (an example
that, T am told, the late Father Le Goc
used to cite). One has to presume there
were hundreds of people in the Titanic
who had horoscopes predicting a watery
grave, But what strange influence
brought all these people from various
parts of the world into the Titanic so
that they could go down together into
the sea ? It is difficult enough to be-
lieve that the stars indicated the fate
of each of those persons. It is impossible
to accept the proposition that the stars
also drew them all together inte one
ship.

Up to this point we have assumed
that the astrologers claim that their
study has some kind of theoretical basis
and we have been trying to show that
the theory Dbehind astrology has no
scientific foundation. But we might have
saved ourselves this trouble. Mr. R. H.
Naylor, one of the best known astrologers
in England, in a broadcast talk published
in the Listener of 23 February, 1938
explained tbe basis of astrology and then
went on to make this revealing statement
which should be read twice a day by all
perscns in the East who, when doubt is
cast upon tne beliefs of astrologers;
begin to talk of the gravitational forces
exerted by the planets and assume that
therefore there is a similar scientific ex-
planation of the so called influences of
the stars on the fortunes of men. This
is what Mr. Naylor said of his own exposi-
tion of astrological theory. < Now all
this may sound very nonsensical-~-it does
not agree at all with what is called
scientific fact. But here is the knock out
blow — astrology works.”* So here we are.
Astrological theory is stark nonsense but,
by a miracle, astrology gets its predic-
tions right !
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And so we resume our quest—this
time for convincing avidence that astro-
logy works in practice. What we have
to do is to answer the question, ¢ What
percentage of an astrologer’s predictions
come true ? "' If this question is to be
answered scientifically the astrologers
themselves must be willing to co-operate
in the investigation. They have how-
ever, always refused this co-operation.
In our ceuntry there is the challenge
issued to astrologers by Mr. Abraham
Kovoor. If one remembers the details
aright, ten horoscopes of persons un-
known to the astrologer would be given
to him by Mr. Kovoor. All that the
astrologer had to do was to say if those
persons were alive or dead, male or
female, etc. The challege remains un-
accepted. If the astrologers reply that
it is undignified for them to take up a
challenge, what will they say about the
very courteous invitation issued to the
astrologers of the world by Sir Harold
Spencer Jones when he was Astronomer
— Royal? Writing long before the
remarkable conjunction of planets in
1962 {(when, incidentally, nothing unusual
happened in our troubled world) he in-
vited the astrologers, in the interests of
science, to write what they thought
would be the consequences of this very
rare astronomical event. He said that
the predictions in sealed envelopes
would be placed in the Bank of England
and opened at any time that the astro-
logers themselves indicated. The results
would provide a statistical test of the
reliability of astrology. His invitation
went unheeded.

In the absence of such statistics we
are therefore thrown back on our own
experience of astrologers and their pre-
dictions. No doubt some readers of this
article know a few astrological predic-
tions that came true. But most people
forget the many which have turned out
wrong. At the risk therefore of appear-

ing to quote only such wrong predictions
1 must mention a few of them.

Some older readers may remember
the time when the Italo-Abyssinian
War seemed imminent. Before the war
started a noted Ceylon astrologer kept
on saying in a Sunday paper, week after
week, that there would be no war bet-
ween Italy and Abyssinia. Then one
day hostilities began with Italy invading
Abyssinia. One was curious to know
what this astrologer would say on the
following Sunday. What he said was
sometbing like this ¢ My readers will re-
member that I said there would be no war
between Italy and Abyssinia. My pre-
diction has come out right. Fighting
began last week between the two coun-
tries but there is no wa between them
because there has been no formal decla-
ration of war. "'

Then there are the egregious mistakes
made by all the leading astrologers in
England just before and during World
War IT. It will be remembered that
Pcland was invaded by Germany on
September, 1939 and that England
declared war on 3 September. Here is
what the astrologers wrote about the
prospects of war before it began. On
13 Angust Lyndoe (The People) wrote,
““ Anyone who listens to and believes
that war-by-the-end-of-August rubbish
is bevond hope. " On 27 August he said,
“ Hitler will not do it " and on 10 Sept.
‘““Hitler is nearing the end.” On 27
Aug. Naylor wrote ‘ Hitler’s horoscope
is not a war horoscope. There will be no
war over Danzig.” Petnlengro of the
Sunday Chronicle wrote on 20 August
¢« News from Germany will again cause
conceri but the planets ruling this
country will smooth over the diffi-
culties. ¥ It will be recalled that Holland
aud Belgium were invaded on 10 May
1041, On 5 May Lyndoe foretold
“ events favourable to the democracies.”
Germany attacked Russia on 22 June,



1941. This she did in defiance of Naylor
who for a fortnight before the event had
kept on saying, * The stars do not fore-
tell war between Russia and Germany
yet. 2

This pathetic record of failure leads
to one or two reflections. One is that it
is not true, as stated by supporters of
astrology when they are confronted with
such wrong predictions, that astrology
points merely to tendencies and not to
certainties. If that is so, why was
Lyndoe so sure that there would be no
war by the end of August, 1039 that he
was so scornful of people who thought
war was certain. His was not the langu-
age of people who deal with mere ten-
dencies.

The other reflection is this. Even
if it is granted that the astrologers could
point only to tendencies and not to cer-
tainties whose advice was it best for the
British Governmient to follow in the un-
certain days just before the outbreak of
World War II — that of the astrologers
who, according to Naylor, base their
predictions on what, to all intents and
purposes, is unscientific nonsense or the
advice of political and military experts?
Similarly, when you and I are ill, whose
advice shall we rely on, that of an astro-
loger or that of a doctor? Even a
doctor cannot always say whether a
patient will die or recover but his work
1s at least based on a certain amount of
knowledge built up by scientific research
and constantly put to the test of prac-
tical success. One is therefore not sur-
prised that inIndia where, of all countries
in the modern world, astrology flourishes
most, the Insurance Corporation does not
employ astrologers to tell it whether a
prospective policy-holder is likely to die
early. One last reflection.  Despite all
the failures of astrologers in prediction
many people in the East still believe in
astrology. This can only be because
they know a few instances of correct
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predictions and this fact is to them proof
that a really skilled astrologer can
always get his predictions aright. It
remains therefore to ask how an astro-
loger sometimes makes a cotrect pre-
diction.

[ am convinced in the good company
of Naylor himself that astrological theory
15 nonsense, If that is so, I cannot see
how this body of nonsense can be the
basis of any correct prediction. If an
astrologer makes a correct prediction he
makes it therefore not by means of his
astrology but in spite of it. The first
thing that one has to realise in this con-
nection is that when a set of predictions
are made, however haphazardly, there
is a mathematical chance of one or more
of them coming out right. If I toss a
coin ten times it will ordinarily fall heads
five times and tails five times. If, there-
fore I call heads on all ten occasions I
have a 50 percent chance of getting my
predictions right. That is one expla-
nation of how some astrological pre-
dictions turn out correct. But an astro-
loger need not depend on mere chance.
He can make intelligent use of whatever
knowledge he has of the situation he is
dealing with. If a pretty girl with plenty
of money consults him about her future
he can safely say that the stars indicate
marriage within a few years to a doctor
or some other very well-paid young man.
For a girl not so blessed the stars will
certainly appear not to favour an early
marriage.  Psychology too helps an
astrologer. Most people who go to him
already have faith in his powers. If such
a person is told that he is likely fo fall
ill by the end of the year the prediction
will 5o work in his mind that he is really
likely to fall ill at the time indicated,
Psychosomatic illness they call it. In-
deed psychology need not come into it
at all. Mere belief will do sometimes.
Here is a boy who has constantly failed
to get his five credits. He goes to an
astrologer who tells him that Mars is in
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such and such a house and that indicates
that he is sure to get his credits at-=ghe
next December Examination. The boy
studies exceptionally hard and the par-
ents pay for very special private tuition.
He gets his credits. * What a clever

astrologer | How wonderful is astrology!
says every believer in the stars.

The explanations suggested above
will account for some of the more ordi-
nary astrological predictions coming out
right. But how can one explain some of
the very remarkable predictions made by
astrologers of events which no one could
have foreseen and which yet happened
as predicted. My own view is that we
have to look to what is called E.5.P.
—extra-sensory perception-for an expla-
nation. The reality of E. S. P.is not
accepted by all psychologists but there
is a growing body of evidence that under
certain .circumstances man can perceive

things without the use of his normal
senses—events taking place far away,
for instance, and events that have not
happened yet. I myself have had the
experience of an Indian conjuror * read-
ing "’ from a distance of about 75 feet a
number on a piece of paper which I held
clutched in my hand. It is my belief
that some of the more successful astro-
logers possess a certain amount of
B« 5. P.

[ do not hope that what I have
written has turned any believer in astro-
logy into a sceptic, I find that it is as
hard to do that as to convert people
from one religion to another. I can only
hope that [ have given some people who
believe in astrology some of the reasons
why most educated persons in the
modern world look upon astrology as
something utterly incompatible with
modern science,

Whosoever comes to Me, -through whaisozver (rom, [ reach
him; all men are struggling through pith which ig the end

lead to Me,

~—Bhagavath Gita,
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The popular idea of the teach-
ing profession is that it is an easy
well-paid job with short hours of
work, long holidays and plenty of
facilities for games. As a matter
of fact a teacher’s life is an arduous
one. He is bound by a rigid time
table any deviation from which up-
sets the organization of the school.
In fine weather or foul, in good
health or bad, he must be at his
post, In school he has to be cheer-
ful and alert, and is constantly on
the strain, guiding and teaching his
pupils, stimulating the laggards and
controlling the disorderly. So a
teacher has to be always on his feet
to do his job successfully. Iie should
be the embodiment of all the noble
qualities, He should be a model
worthy of emulation, not only in
school but also in his private life.
There are many aspects that go to
make a good teacher. That is why
we say that teachers are born and
not made.

In the good old days the teacher
was held in high esteem because he
was considered to be the most
learned, the most cultured and the
most respected lot. The teacher is
always considered to be the com-
munity leader and he should possess
all the noble qualities. [lis duty is
not only to impart knowledge but
also to mould the character of the
children. He should remember that
his character and behaviour will
have a lot of influence on the child,
He should not forget that his duty
is to deal with living human beings
with flesh and blood, with emotions

Py —~4

and feelings. The teacher is the
custodian of the pupil who in the
future will be the architect of the
nation. Itisimpossible to exaggerate
the influence of the teacher’s per-
sonal attributes on the child. The
coae of behaviour of the teacher,
both in and out of the school is
under constant and searching scru-
tiny by the pupils and by their
parents, It all depends in the teach-
ers who can either make or mar the
progress of the future citizens of
this country. Parents have the right
to expect all the noble qualities in
the people to whom they have en-
trusted their children. If a teacher
finds this unacceptable, well and
gcod he should choose another pro-
fession which does not intimately
involve the nurture of sound citizens,

It is the impression of many
that children are the best critics. In
the school and outside the school
they watch the movements of their
teachers very closely, Therefore a
teacher’s standard of behaviour
must be beyond suspicion. Tle
should always be a shining example
in all his thought, word and deed.
His behaviour in public should not
cause any annoyance to any ones
The notion that, “what goes on out-
side the school is my own affair and
why shouldn’t I relax, [ am a human
being like anyone else, and why
shouldn’t I get round the bars and
do a bit of night clubbing ? " found-
ers for two reasons. The first, be-
cause what goes on outside the
school is not your own affair; at
least, it may be vour own affair but
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it will be common gossip. The
second reason is that you have en-
tered a profession which must not
only subscribe to ethical standards
but must contribute to their eleva-
tion. A teacher's behaviour and
character should be such that his
pupils should have a high sense of
respect for their teacher. No one
else in society is subject to scandal-
ous criticism other than a teacher
when his behaviour is questionable
and detestable. A teacher should
talk to his pupils politely, naturally
and cheerfully. Politeness and good
manners are the basis of any co-
operative pupil-teacher relationship.
Therefore a teacher should possess
all the noble qualities as far as pos-
sible but need not be a saint, and
his character, behaviour and man-
ners should be rather exemplory.
A teacher’s responsibility and per-
sonality will head him a long way
in the socicty in which he lives.
A teacher should strive hard to
achieve this high ideal.

The teacher must possess an
exceptionally large reserve of pati-
ence, Buat we find that only a very
few teachers are endowed with this
noble quality. Itis not a difficult
task to cultivate this habit if we
have only the will to do it. For
this the teacher must in the first
place realize that the pupils are
human beings and the more intellig-
cnt they are the more mischievous
they will be. It is not humanly pos-
sible for a child to learn all that the
teacher teaches at the first time it-
self. A lesson has to be repeated
several times to drive home the im-
portance of it in the minds of the
children. If a child does not study

or if a child is mischievous the
teacher must exercise all his patience
to know the child fully. He must
study the problem child. He wust
find out about the child’s home, his
friends, his fears, his doubts and
ambitions. He must have patience
to hear what the child has to say.
When the child has the confidence
in him that the teacher will patient-
ly hear all his problems, he will not
definitely hide anything from the
teacher. When a child makes a
mistake it is the duty of the teacher
to set it right, He should not in
any case reprimand the pupils for
the mistakes they make. [t is
human to err and a wise teacher will
always be on his guard to control
his anger and to be patient enough
to correct their mistakes without
hurting the feelings of the children.
A teacher will be successful only if
he realizes that his patience can
solve many of his problems in the
classroom without his causing any
sort of annoyance to anyone,

The born teacher 1 believe ex-
cels because he has a supreme talent
for conveying a grasp of one or
more branches of knowledge to
others and especially to the young.
[n the first place a special mastery
of some branch of knowledge, in the
second place a special skill in im-
parting it and in the third an instine-
tive and sympathetic understanding
of the learner and the learning pro-
cess. He must, it is true, be a dedi-
cated person and his mastery of
subject matter and exposition will
give him a natural powetr of com-
mand. The mastery of knowledge
and the skill to impart it are the
first essentials of a teacher and with



most of the teachers they have to be
acquired by long and sometimes
hard experience. From the very
beginning however, a teacher must
be interested in the things of the
mind and he must be ever willing
to try hard to improve his techni-
ques and to vary these according to
the ages, attainments and circums-
tances of the pupils who are under
his charge. A teacher must first of
all love his subject and the children
whom he is going to teach. He must
have a wide general knowledge of the
subject and a profound knolwedge
of the children. He must be always
learning something new, for know-
ledge is never static, The art of
teaching lies in the ability of the
teacher to adjust his subject matter
to the need and interests of his
pupils. Kindness and sympathy
should be extended to the children,
kindness must not however deteri-
orate into indulgence and softness.

The teacher must aleo possess
the gift of imagination. Closely
linked with affection is imaginaticn,
the gilt that instinctively discerns
the nature and possibilities of what
is being taught and will be tanght
later. There is a false antithesis

that distinguishes between the
teacher who loves ciaildren and the
teacher who loves teaching. In

imaginative persons the two are one.
All gcod teachers are capable of
this imaginative synthesis. Humour
is another most important and desir-
able quality in a teacher. Laughter
should be the bridge over which we
as teachers walk into the child’s life.
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A teacher must be able to remem-
ber everything he learns. If ke has
a weak memory his teaching will not
be froitful. He will not be able to
recall to memory instances that are
necessary at the correct moment.
What is the use of a teacher who
learns everything and remembers
nothing? A teacher must be highly
intelligent, eunthusiastic and must
possess a remarkable memory as a
vital asset,

A teacher needs energy and
vitality to carry on his work without
creating boredom in the classroom.
Teaching demands an expenditure
of energy. But a wise teacher will
continually summon up fresh stores
so that he can avoid feeling drained
and emptied at the end of a term,
He should see that he will be able
to carry on a lesson with the same
enthusiasm as he began, till the end
of the lesson  Vitality is important
in all professions, but especially so
in living with the young and in
maintaining discipline. The born
teacher has it without his trying,
But let not the others despair. Dis-
cipline comes in the end to all who
try and who are willing to learn by
their mistakes and who deserve suc-
cess by the integrity of their work.
When the teacher maintains disci-
pline without his using any external
force that means bis lesson is inter-
esting and the children like the sub-
ject and respect their teacher,

N. Kandasamy,
Eng. Final Year.
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Art should be done entirely
for one’s own pleasure. It is an
awareness to things cof beauty. It
induces fuller powersof realization
and gives an edge to experience.
It is necessary, as it is natural, for
a full life. Art is really the most
creative and rewarding beavty of
all, which will bring countless hours
of enjoyment, relaxation, excitement
and peace of mind.

Art is very essential, and one
can pursue it successfully, espe-
cially when he is a teacher, because
he would like to introduce new
and novel techniques to his class.
It will- also serve as a reliable re-
ference book. It is in the listening
and speaking part of the lesson
that the teacher will find little black
board drawings most valuable,

It is wrong to say ‘I can’t draw’,
If you can see a thing you can draw
it, provided you are willing to try
and to practise until you succeed.
A person need not necéssarily be a
perfect artist to start drawing. A
person can better express and appre-
ciate thoughts and feelings like
other artists, if he himsell has tried
to draw. Hence it is said that draw-
ings are very essential to teach a
child a foreign language. Nothing
is so interesting for the pupils to
watch as their teacher draws some-
thing for others on the black board.
The reward is worth all the hours
of practice he has taken in teaching
himself. The drawings can be quite
simple, and the pupils will find the

greatest pleasure in trying to copy
and imitate theni. Matech stick draw-
ings are easy and with a little prac-
tice, the teacher will find that he
can draw most things that he had
really taken the trouble to look at.
In this way the teacher can teach
himself to draw. Itis quite easy
and it will contribute a great deal
to the enjoyment of his lessons.

The teacher should stimulate
interest in the children by discus-
sions and descripticns and symp-
athetically direct their efforts, The
tzacher’s objective should be to
develop in all children under his
care the power to create and the
power to express themselves in
graphic forms=—such powersare pre-
cious possesions when fully exercised.
His most important duty is to develop
the children’s sensibility to beauty
and to guide their critical
faculties. Children muvst be given
a deeper insight into the true nature
of art and be brought to realize not
only its creative powers but also
the reason why artistic expression
and appreciation are necessary to
their full development asindividuals
and citizens,

Art depends in the first instance
on the training of the eye. It is by
means of the eye that form is per-
ceived, that nature and a work of
art are seen, and that the experien-
ces are gained from which true
visualization proceeds. Hence it is of
the highest importance that a child
should learn to see cven as he learns



to read, for in the absence of the
proper cultivation of seeing there
can be no real experience and conse-
quently, no development of visuali-
zation, The aim should be to teach
representational drawings, so that it
develops personality of ‘taste’s Let
us let the children draw all things
as they see them-—people, living
creatures, fruits and f[lowers. It is
in this way and in this field of art
that the much needed development
in eye-training can take place—avery
important factor in art.

The child is not only a natural
artist but also a natural critic.
To develop and train bhis criti-
cal faculties is the teachers’ task,
for by the exercise of the criti-
cal intelligence, the creative energy
produces its fullest.  Children
have an instinctive appreciation of
beauty. They have a natural impulse
to express themselves in graphic
form. When encouraged to express
freely their mental images, children
show a complete absorption in their
work, and the results give a strong
impression of the release of hitherto
undisclosed creative powers. Their
interest should be stimulated by
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discussions and descriptions and
their efforts systematically directed.
They do not want to be told what
they should do but certainly be
shown how to do what they like to
do. Only in exceptional cases dces
the human endeavours progress and
prosper without knowledgable guic-
ance.

Any child even if he has not
been to school can draw, orif you
prefer so to call it scribble, yet it is
this despised scribble that is so very
important. Children of tender years
need no encouragment along this
line; that field to them is natural
and they should be allowed to
change their minds asoften as they
like, Children to-day, if given the
opportunity to express themselves,
together with sound training, could
build up a school of art that would
equal, if not surpassthat of any other
people is beyond dispute.

the
first

To  Netherlands goes
credit of issning the world’s
stamps depicting child art.

H. L. M. Hussain
English Final Year’

In politics, as on the sickbed people toss from one side to the
other, thinking they will be more comfortable.

—(Goethe.
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LONELINESS

In this present-day world, when the
world is becoming such a busy place where
people are able to find some sort of recrea-
tion or other, there is nothing that we hu-
man beings fear so much as loneliness. Man
fears it to such an extent so much so that
he even seeks the company of inanimate ob-
jects such as the Radio and the Cinema in
his attempts to combat loneliness. Man in
his hysterical attempts forgets two things—
that loneliness is a natural companion and
recall that those very wespons which help
him to ward off loneliness later turn apainst
him and reduce him to impotence. Sooner
or later he finds himself using them as
drugs.

It is said of American housewifes who
cannot go about their normal routine of
work without a Radio being played. When
they returp home from shopping and begin
to prepare the day’s meals, they automatic-
ally switch on the radio (nowadays it may
be the television) and later on whether they
are listening to it or not, it becomes a sort
of companion to them instead of facing the
dreaded loneliness.

The race that we human beings are
running can be disastrous or smusing—de-
pending on how it is viewed. But one can-
not deny the fact that we are on the rup—
running inte bright-lit streets, hastening into
crowded cinemas—clubs—or places of enter-
tainment, inviting people for parties, switch-

ing on radios, turning the pages of maga-
zines and periodicals, plunging into business
and doing whatever that is within our
means, all because we want to ward off lone-
liness.

There are two things which should be
taken into consiceration in combating lope-
liness. The first is that loneliness cannot
be fought off without reducipg oneself to
nothingness, and secondly that itis nota
thing to be feared or fought off. He isa
friend who comes very cften. Often we find
people who indulge in gaiety erying increas-
ingly for madder music and for stronger
wine. But when the revels end there falls
the shadow of futility.

That is why it is essential for every
educational system to attempt to make the
spirit of man self-sufficient. It is the duty
of the teacher therefore to encourage his
pupils 1o be resourceful enough to fathom
his own living, Mankind’s fear of loneli-
ness could be attributed to our teachers and
our educational systems. The fear and the
frustration in the eyes of lonely people is
due to the fact that our spirits are undevel-
oped and that we have no mind to lean back
with a feeling of comfort and confidence.

Miss V, SenathiRaja,
Ist Year English.
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AT DAWN
The dawn in all its splendour broke,
Birds on the khomba tree they spoke,.
The silence breaking which prevailed,
The light of the dawn they availed.
Cried baby birds for want of food,
Sweet mother made them see the good.
They twittered at the mango tree,
Which waved at being alive and free.
Swocped one bird on a wriggling worm,
Which tries to hide its form all firm,.
His task must catry, each at dawn,

Thou' be it even all forlorn,
Miss oI, Hamid,

English Final Year
O (@] @) i

TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT!

Love is not blind, if the lovers are not shortsighted.

If marriages are made in heaven then divorces are made on earth.
He who excuses himself accuses himself.

The darkest place is at the foot of the lighthouse.

The bell does not go to mass and yet it calls everyone to it.

T. Visvalingam,
English Final Year.
@) o (@)

WHO IS SHE ?
When we at lectures take our seat,
We hear the rush of flying feet.
Pitter, Patter down the hall,
Turning heads one and all,
Who is she, who comes so late?
We turn our heads and wait and wait.
Is she pausing at the door?
Where is she! we do not know
We hear her coming in again,
And turn our heads and wait in vain.
Who is she ?7—D’ll whisper low,
Dead leaves chased by winds that blow.

Mrs. ¥, Amanulia,
Eng. Final Year,
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WORDS AND THEIR USE

Words are the clements of speech. In
order to make speech possible we must have
a speaker, and a listener too is necessary to
make it effective. Communication in ofden
days between two persons could be made
only by means of direct speech and the
essenlial connexion between the speaker and
the listener neceded no emphasis. Then,
someone discovered how to convert speech
to writting by means of different symbols
and thus giving it permanence. Today if
we are interested in a lecture or speech we
are able to take down the speaker’s utter-
ance word by word, and whenever there is
any question of what a Member of Parlia-
ment actuakly said on a certain occasion,
reference is made to the Hansard where the
proceedings of Parliamen! are reported in
full.

There result of all this is that we now
become acquainted with words and their
use, Thus, words have achieved an indep-
endent existence quite apart from this use
in speech. Words may have no meanings
if the person who is using them is incapable
ol presenting them wisely and cor-
rectly. Oae could make any oumber of
senfences but without cavrying any mean-
ings. Though the statement, “bey he a is,”"
contains many words, it does not give us
any sense. Therefore it all depends on the
speaker or writer to express his ideas and
thoughts correctly and vividly by means of
the intelligent use of the words, as Dr. Gar-
diner says,“It is the spsaker’s purpose which
leads to every element of speech its signi~
ficance.” The use of words meaningfully
by the early people, shed much light upon
the conditinns of life in pre-historic times,
for the life and thought of a people are
expressed in its language i e, by words.

In English there is a wealth of words
that have approximately the same object,

they do not all convey the same shade of

meaning or reflect the same mood., This
makes the language elastic and expressive
but it increases the writer’s difficulties. Un-
less the writer is equipped with a wide

vocabulary and choose the right word that
he needs, he will fail to express his mean-
ing aptly and clearly. The English language
is a composite one, as it has been eariched
and extended by borrowings from many
different quarters. As such it should be
remembered by the speaker or the writer
that he should use ordinaty words to strike
the ordinary reader instead of using words
that are far-fetched which are likely to
appear to the reader as unfamilar ones. The
unfamiliar words should be kept for the
rare occasions when they are needed to
arrest the attention or to express new ideas.
The writer, then, is faced with ths problem
of selecting his words and using them wisely .
He should usz his power of intelligence to
choose his words, and the most obvious
difference that will strike him is that some
words are short and others long, As a
general rule it is good for him to keep to
the advice of using short words instead of
long ones. It is usually better to speak of
‘thought’ rather than ‘cogitation, doubt’
rather than ‘dubicty’ and mind instead of
‘mentality.” From the above quoted ex-
amples it could be noticed that short words
are capable of giving an effect of direct sim-
plicity and strength which no long words
can give.

Though words are of tremendous -use in
a language thsy cannot be used without
sticking on to the convention. A person
may possess a large vocabulary, yet he may
not be considered a man of intelligence if
he is unable to utilisz his vocabulary in the
right order. It is the word order that gives
meaning to a structure or any group of
words, and determine the function of the
words; as subject or object, In the follow-
ing sentences, “you saw the girl,” and “The
girl saw you,”” ‘girl’ has been used as
the object and subject respectively in the
first sentence and in the sccond sentence
they are just used in the reverse without any
changes. The misuse of words will result
in our failure to bring out correctly what we
had thought of expressing. Examine the



following phrases carefully,  “Lamp Oil,”
and “Oil Lamp,” the change in place, of the
word ‘lamp,” in the second phrase has com-
pletely altered its meaning, Heace, in using
words, word ordec should b: given pro-
minence,

Many words that had existed in old
English had been forgotten and replaced by
new ones, Therefore it became necessary
to lill th: gaps with *borrowings’ from other
languages. ‘Beauty’ replacad the forgotton
English ‘Fair hood,” and ‘arithmstic® was
the substitute for ‘rime craft,” and ‘library’
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to do the work of ‘book-hoard.! Therefore
it is important that a man who practises
Lnglish and venture to master it should be
always on ths lookout to enrich his wisdom
by adopting the changes that take place in
English. The: man has the power of move-
ment and of adopting himsell to suit new
conditions. However well you may kaow
him you cannot be quite sure what he will
do or say next.

83, O, Jeyanandan,
Ist Year English.

&)
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Hate is like lust but in its irressistible vrgency, The emmision of a
glandular secretion suffices to put an end to Just at any rate for a
time. Hate, therefore has what lust entirely lacks persistences and

continuity,

Huxley
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A simple approach, to this question,
constitutes a thorough understanding of the
objectives of this play. This pleasant task
requires an inteasive study of Shakepeare’s
mind. We have to admit (that this is a tra-
pedy) that we, readers of Shakespeare, do
dot possess the intellectual mirror which can
reflect ‘the unearthed mines’ of his mind. It
is true enough that Shakespears is not al-
ways easy to be understood, but he is by no
means, always difficult. We can be tolerably
sure, I think, that the impossibility of
o ur understanding his true views, does not
necessarily say that we ought not contradict
his revival of the title,

A careful analysis, of thz principle of
heroism, will reveal how far Shakespeare
is correct to have given this title, One he-
roie chatacter is said to be a hero when one
tends to be a real motive-spring of the di-
verse elements which are woven round the
glory of one’s personality. Secondly, a heroic
character should bs repzatedly alluded to
through out play, Thirdly, a hera’s antici-
pation and high ideals have to be powerful
enough to hurdle off nitural barriers of rage
of human emotions, prodigalities of human
fancies and inimical forces and his will has
to be rigid enough to withstand the tension
of the weight of his own majestic status,
Fourthly, the hero must present an impres-
sive figure. Finally, he must be one who
dominates an indisputable influence over the
ttends of the whole play as one whose cen-
tral personality every element of action, in
the play, is subordinated fo.

We can now formulate our judgement,
having these principles in view.

1. Caesar himsell appears in only
three scenes. This does not gratify the third
principle of heroism.

2. Caesar does not present an inipres-
sive personality. His own words can be
cited as an evidence of his having grown
superstitioys. While Caesar and his train
are on the way to attend the Lupercalian
festival Caesar reminds Antony of his not

failing 1o touch Calpurnia with his leather
thong as he runs the sacred course because
there is an ancient tradition in Rome, that
a barrén woman so touched would shake off
her curse of sterility. Caesar, again, direct-
ed by his wife, Calpurnia, commands the
augurers to make sacrifice and to bring to
?‘lim their opinion of the results of the sacri-
ce.

He could be [lattered into performing
things even against his own decision. This
is quite evident from Decius Brutus’ reply
to Cassius,

st ..nen with fAatterers
‘But when I teII him he hates fatterers
He says he does, being the most fattered”,

Caesar is counted as one who is airo-
gant, boastful and disdainful. When news
is brought to him from the augurers in fav-
our of Calpurnia’s suggestion, Caesar says,
“No, Caesar shall not: danger knows ful
well

That Caesar is more dangerous than he”,

This is indeed true. But, the maaner,
in which he makes thesz statements, indi-
cates that Caesar is over-presumpiuous and
disdainful in speaking of himself in the third
person. The fact remains that he is brave.
But, it appears that bis talk about his own
fearlessness is mere boastfulness with which
timid persons normally try to persuade
thems:lves to believe that they are noi
really afraid of. For instance, he never fails
to rise to the occasion to impress on other
people the fact that he doss _not know
what fear is,

“T rather tell thee what is to be feared
Than what I fear, for always I am Caesar,”

- Bays Caesar being reluctant to tell Antony

openly that he fears Cassius.

Caesar suffiers from mental deterio-
ration, The inconsistency of weakness vacil-
lates and changes his mind with Calpurnia
and fater with Decius Brutus, 1t is a folly



that he, yet, boasts of his ‘constancy’, He
doubts his courage. He holds that he is
a good judge of character despite the
fact that he dismisses ths Soothsayer after
a single glance as ‘a dreamer’,

Shakespeare shows that Julius Caesar
is the only character in the play, whois
really susceptible to wvanity and over-con-
fidence which make him advertise his superi-
ority over his fellow country men. When
Cassius falls on his knees to beg enfranchise-
ment for Publius Cimber, Caesar in his high
pitch of wvoice howls,

‘] could be well moved, If 1 were as you;
If { could pray to move, prayers would

Move me:

But 1 am coastant as the northern sfar.

Of whose true-fix'd and resting guality

There i3 no fellow in the Firmament.”

Casca attaches a particular signifiicance
to Caesar’s swoening at Lupercal. This
confirms the fact that Caesar i3 subj:ct to
epileptic fits. Inciden!ly much is gathered
of the fact that Caesar has some other phy-
sical fofirmity too, He himself admits this
when he says,

“"Come on my right hand, for (this
car is deaf. And tell mes truly
what thou thinkest of him *

From all that we have already examined
we cipnot but choose to disapprove of
the titie of the play in an unqualified sense.

Never the less there are evidences to
prove that Caesar is a heroic character.
Arrogance, ambition, boastfulness, vanity,
over-confidence, over-presumption and sell-
advertisement of Cassar give the conspira-
tors the ostensible reason for their con-
spiring against him. His physical vigour
and his increasing power too attrivute fo
this. Particularly, his over-confidence and
over-presumption guide them to carry out
their plot successfully.

It appears that Shakespeare intended
Julius Caesar to have a political significance,
Therefore, he seems to have overleoked
the npecessity for his having classed Caesar
with Brutus shaping and polishing his
Character as much as he can to justily
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the title of the play. Some how, Shakespeare
compensates for his unintentional error in
his creating a peerless military genius in
Casear. Romans win Western Europe, They
are of opinion that the deteriorating de-
moeratic institution will not help them to
retain their wvaluable possessions. There-
fore, in accordance with their opinion,
the need of the time is rot the glory of
having a republican state but the enjoy
mant of having a courageous, valiant, poli-
tical personality. Thus Caesar i3 qualified
to aspire to the title of king. As a matter
of fact he has an insight into the inevifabi-
lity of abselute monarchy.

He is by no means non-heroi¢, for the
tragedy is wrought round Cagsar. He is
murdered and is avenged, Caesar is the
inspiring cauve of the Drama, His death
intensifies his power even after his death,
The dramatic gesture of Antony and his ex-
cellent mob oratory, the expulsion of cons-
piraters from Rome, th: quarrel between
Brutus and Cassius, Brutus’ loss of two
battles on the plains of Phillippi and above
all the suicides of Brutus and the rest to-
gather signify that Caesar is the source for
elements of every action in the play. There-
fore, we are convincad that Caesar is most
certainly a heroic character.

Who is then the hero of the play? At
first sight it might appear that Brutus is the
hero of the tragedy for he is the chief
element to destroy thz spirit of Caesarism.
His plot is succassful although he fails to
achieve the aims of his [dealism.

He fights for a noble cause and sacri-
fices his noble life for the general good of
Rome in his endeavour to achieve his pur=
pose. He is not driven to murder Caesar
by any motive that concern his own good.
When Cassius urges that Antony and Caesar
must fall together, Brutus, in defiance tells,

“Let us be sacrificers, but not butchers,
Caius
We all stand up against the spirit of
Caesar ;
And in the spiiit of men 1here is no
blood.”
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Does it seem a vengeance or a venial enter-
prise? Undoubtedly his intention is un-
prejudiced by any self-motive,

Brutus presents an impressive persona-
lity. There is much in the moral charzcter
of Brutus that calls for our admiration.
Burtus isa philosopher and an idealist. Th:
nobility of his character is unquestioned.
He unconsciously reveals his goodness.
“Well Brutus, thou art noble’” reflects
Cassius.  Cassius, Casca and Cinna all
realise their great need of him. They carry
out their plot under the shelter of Brutus’
nobikity.

“Q, he sits high in all the people’s
hearts :
And that which would appear offence
in us,
His countenance, like richest alchemy,
Will change to virtue and to
wotthiness,”,

judges Casca the character of Brutus. We
notice, again, that Cassiue, against his bet-
ter judgement and his own views, twice
gives way to Brutus. The conspirators fol-
low him blindly. Here, we see that Brutus
scores 4 point over Caesar.

But, in a qualified sense, personal con-
siderations have no weight in the task o
choosing the hero of the play. 1t is a
tragedy that a philosopher takes to politics.
Brutus fails to realise that, once he leaps
into a tedious task which requires political
experience, he ought not allow his principle
to be the sole guide for he strictly adheres
to scrupulous principles,

He is a doctrinaire and is unpractical.
Brutus is Caesar’s friend and is therefore
moved by conflicting emotions. ““Not that
I loved Caesar less but that 1 loved Rome
more'” decides his doctrinairism. ““Pity fo
the general wrong of Rome” Culmi-
nates his idealism having determined to
murder Caesar. The present absolute
power of the Dictator violates that ‘freedom’
which Brutus believes to be essential to the
welfare of Rome. He presumes that evils
might follow were Cagsar the king of Rome.

His conception is that this might change
his pature and lead him to extremities of
by tyranny, So he concludes that friendship
must be sacrificed. An idealist knows no
compromise and does not tolerate any re-
sistible measures. Therefore, he justifies
his action in an idealistic way. Whatever
his idealistic view may be, we admit that
Brutus should have found an alternative to
his bloody act,

In any tragedy the tragic hero must be
the source of the main plot. We learn that
Cacsar builds up the mighty Roman Em-
pire.  Romans rejoice at his increasing
power and victories, They consider him as
the pride and honour of Rome. We, there-
fore, feel that Caesar deserves to aspire to
the title of king. ut, such a mighty leater
is deprived of his aspiration. We feel more
wretched than Caesar himself when we per-
ceive his falling down from th: height of
his military glory and power to the depth of
misery. Shakespeare does not mean this
visual tragedy. Bruius, who is the jealousy
—made cause of extinction of military glory
and rewarded pride of Rome, cannot help
his empowering ldealism to extinquish the
time spirit. Later on, we see that OQctavius
Caecsar becomes the first of the Roman
emperors with the title of Augustus. This
is the spirit of tragedy. Now, it is clear, by
the justifiable representation of tragedy
which is intended by Shakespeare, that
Brutus® [dealism ultimately fails to achieve
its ends. Therefore, Brutus cannot be a
hero.

Antony plays a great part in politics
afier the death of Caesar. He, appearing
in Act | Scene II, poses as a lover of
pleasure and festivities. When we are led
into the Roman mob enticed by his oration,
we are taken back to observe in Antony r ot
the love of pleasure but an inspiration of
his resolution to avenge Caesar. His com-
manding personality dominates influence
over Ronans immediately after the death
of Caesar. He rises to the occasion to
vindicate the genuine cause for which the
wighty Caesar stood,



He is the dictator of the prevalent
situations in Rome. He is also the anarch.
Doesn’t he deserve to be elevated (o the
heroic rank ?

Shakespeare introduces Antony as one
who is unscrupulous, cruel and self-indulg-
ent. Antony comes to good terms with the
conspirators for the moment and saves his
life. He straightaway professes willingness
to be their ally although the fact remains
that he has already determined to avenge
Caesar’s death. He dupes them 45 cleverly
as he manages the Roman mob,

“I know not what may fall; I like it
not”’ reverbzrates Cassius’ heart pondering
over Brutus' fault,

“You shall not in your funeral speech
blame us” instructs Brutus, Antony assures,
**Be it s0.”” Brotus, true to his nature, trusts
Antony. As a matter of fact Cassias has
an insight in to the malicious heart of
Antony, Contrary to Cassius’ plan Brutus,
innocence unconsciously invigor tes An-
tony’s hypocrisy to set himself to win ths
crowd over and turn their hostility against
the conspirators, It is a mortification to
see Brutus being the victim of Antony’s
irony. “And Brutus is an honourable
man,” says Antony with a vindictive mind.
Again, he appeals to the hearts of the Ro-
mans harping on their tender feelings with
the name ef Brutus, resolved upon his gain-
ing their sympathy, This, we see, violates
the rule of morality for he has already given
the promise that he would not blame Brutus
in his funeral speech, Secondly, it is very
cruel of him to have deliberately stirred up
the people to an act of revenge.

Antony, in alliance with Octavius and
Lepidus, indulges in a political bargain, a
speculative act which represents his dishon-
esty. He, a shrewd contriver and schemer,
suggests the possibility of their sharing the
spoils of victory. Worse than this is their
drawing up the lists of those who are to be
declared outlaws. He tampers with the will
of Caesar, by which he has scoured the mor-
al support of the people. His moral unbal-
ance disqualifies him to be a heroie char-
acter,

S 29

Cassius and Antony have many things
in common. Like Antony he is a practical
man who is able to fight the world with his
own weapon. As a matter of fact were it
not for Cassius the conspiracy would not
have been successful. Had Cassius been
able to dominate influence over Brutus
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar would have
been entirely a different tragedy. Probably
he might have had a chance to become a
heroic character with an adequate modifica=
tion of his character.

Like Antony Cassius is insensible to
scruples and moral principles. He indulges
ina corruption of raising money by his
selling offices to people. Cassius, unconsci-
ously, reveals the fact that he isjealous of
Caesar, “‘Caesar doth bear me hard™.

Although his remarkable qualities, such
as his having an insight into coming events
and his intelligent behaviour in the matter
of the execution of the plot, remain supe-
rior to those of Antony his character on
the whole doss not ally with the principles
of heroism.

Now we come to a thrilling point name-
ly to discover who the mysterious hero is.
Caesar’s spirit, embodied in Caesar, stands
for a cause constituted in his insight into
the inevitability of a transitional change-
over from trinmviracy which is an iastitution
of Republicanism to an absolute monarchy.
We recognizs the need for this time-spirit
and thercfore we cannot but choose to ac-
cept the policy of Caesar transfigured in his
aspiration to the title of kingship. This
accedes to Caesarism,

Contrary to Caesar’s policy we notice
the strength of republican sentiment embo-
died in Flavius and Marullus who are the
supporters of Pompey. They reproach the
citizens for their having assembled to cele-
brate the victory of Caesar over Pompey’s
sons, the fellow Romans. They dare to re-
move the decorations from the statues of
Caesar in order to impress on the people
that there is no response from the common-
ers. Don’t we admit that their aggression
is aggravated by Caesarism which is repre-
sented in his aspiration to absolute dicta-
torship.
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The idealism of Brutus seeks to restore
the full fusctioning of the assumed republi-
¢an institution. We observe that his idealism
is conjured up by Caesarism., Evidemly, a
philosopher and unpractical man like
Brutus, who should have been among books,
is driven to take active part in politics per-
suaded by Caesar’s jealousy which is also
maotivated by Cactarism. Cassius makes
Brutus the virtual leader of the conspirators
in order to gain mecral support. Brutus,
against his own judgement, is willing to
work out the details of the conspiracy be-
cause he feels that he canpot tolerate
Caesars ambitious plan 1o establish an
absolute dictatorial state. His enthusiacm
in his policy does away with Caesar’s ambi-
tiop at the expense of Caesar’s death. This
is entirely due to the fact that the abstrant
Caesarism becomes the dominant source of
conspiracy.

Later on, we see that the spirit, of
Caesar, 1s embodied in Antony’s funeral ora-
tion. His masterpicce of oratory secures
the support of the citizens in his measures
apainst conspirators. As a vindicator he
achieves the purpose of the cause for which
Caesar sacrifices his precious life.

A careful study of Julius Caesar will
tcll us more of the elements that gather
round Antony’s personality. Evidently there
is an indication of self-interest and aggran-
disement in the division of spoils of Caesar’s
victery. Cur intelligent cenception is that
this arrangement tends to satisfying the
need of the time-spirit. Ultimately, when
we realise the traitorous attitude of Antony
with regard to his misappropriation of the
late Caesar’s property, we form our opinicn

O_

against Anteny, This doleful sitnation is
created by Cagsarism.

We cannot refute that Caesar’s bodily
vigour and his possession of unique power
have spoiit his nature. This may probably
be the reason why Shakespeare depicts in
Julius Caesar not the heroic conqueror of
Western Europe, but Caesar decaying and
falling both in mind and body infected with
pride, boasifulaess, oscillation, flattery in-
consistency of weakness, suspicion of his
own courage and over confidence. These con-

jointly evelve from consolidated Caesarism.

The intensified power of Caesarism, un-
der the disguise of Cuaesar’s ghost appears
before Brutus at Sardis having determined to
disturb his mind at a time when he attempts
to overcome the tension of restlessness.
This intervention also foretells that what is
likely to happen on the plains of Phillippi
will be a naturel reiribution for the coli-
hiooded murder of Cassar, an inexcusable
offerice which rormally any sensible idealist
would have avoided. Brutus, who, at one
stage was confident of his noble accom-
plishment loses confidence immediately after
the appearance of the ghost. Caesarism
overpowers ldealism. Evidently we see that
Caesarism, in the embodiment of Antony
and Octavius, defeats Republicanism in the
battles of Phillippt. In the light of the
arguments [ have tried to place before my
readers, | conclude that Shakespeare justi-
fies his revival of the title of Julius Caesar.

T Nal]ﬁratnam,
Eng. Final Year,

]

The schools shou'd be minkature copies [ the werld we should love

1o have,

.G Wells
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“Be Happy, Be Jolly, Be Gheerful”.

Palaly hath been Heaven to some,
Palaly bath been Prison to some. -

(Fat and stout...oh...some didst change ;.
Fat to thin whilst others didst chdnge.)
“Nothing is good or bad”, they say,

“But, thinking makes it so”,—1I say.

Live thy life thou thinkest fit :

For people there 1s nothing that’s fit.

Who is worried—to think in a way—
When all’s to be faced in Life’s long way :
Dare thee cross those Hurdles all :

It is the rule for one and all :

Happiness blooms in Hearts of fun.
Oh! We have enjoyed Life in Fun.

GALAGEDARA i

TR . Ho

; English Final Year.
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Patron :
President ;
Vice-President :

3. Magasu, Esqr.

Miss N. Abdul Cader
Mr, D, R. Arumainava-

gam

Secretary : V. Varathasuntharan
Assistant Secretary: Miss I, P. Casinader
Treasurer: Mr. S. A. S. Pulle
Auditor ; Mr, M. A, Haniffa
Members of the Committee: Miss G. M.
Arumainayagam, Mr. S, A. M, Ameer, Mis,
N. Balendra, Mr. Murugappa

It is a matter of pleasure and modest
pride to submit the annual report of our
English Literary Union, 1966. But, I regret
to note that we could not realize to the
fullest extent all our aims and objectives.

We organized an instructive lecture on
*Home, School and Community”, by Mr.
K. Nesiah, Mr. E. A, Champion spoke to
us on, ‘“Tragedies and Comedies of Shakes-
peare”. Mr. E. L, Tibbits and M. Manica-
vasagar addressed us on verious aspects of
teaching English in Ceylon,

At an exhibition of Visual Aids held at
Palaly Training College we exhibited some
visual aids, relevant to the teaching of Eng-
lish. We congratulate Miss S. Esmailjee,
Miss I, P. Casinader, Mr. A. Balamanohat-
an, Mr. A. Khalid Ahamed and Mr. A.
Mayures for their valuable contributions to
the exhibition.

Matters of education can be best deters
mined by teachers for they are directly in-
volved in the strenuvous task of instiuction.
Therefore, it is the duty of the teachers in

this country to place their views on matters -

of education to the public and the Depart-
ment of Education to enable them to arrive
at a wise, educationally sound and feasible
decision, With this end in view, we orga-
nised a debate on “English as the medium
of instruction for higher education™. The
following members participated,

The Proposition
Mr. T, Nallaratnam, (Leader)
Mr. M.M.A. Hag,
Mr. .L.L, Gunanayagam,
The Opposition
Mr. K. Sithamparapillai, (Leader)
Mr. M I.M. Ansar,
Mr. 8. Pathmanathan.

We thank them for their active and
cfficient participation.

The syllabus and scheme of work for
the teaching of English issued by the De-
partment of Education is a good guide to
teachers of English. But, it is unfortunate
that this syllabus is not available for sale.
Therefore, we distributed among all our
members cyclostyled copies of extracts from
this syllabus to facilitate a careful study of
the syllabus and to be of assistance to us in
the preparation cf our lessons during teach-
g practice here and the teaching career
afterwards. I am thankful to Mr. M. K. M.
Halr:i[fa for his very able assistance in this
task.

Besides our association has issued to
members a booklet containing an anthology
of views of experts on the teaching of Eng-
lish as a second language, We are grateful
to 5. Magasu Esqr., our lectorer on Special
Methods of Teaching Epglish, for editing
this booklet.

We are thankful to our patron, the
Principal, the members of the staff and Mr.
S. Manuelpillai, our Senior Prefect for their
advice and encouragement,

1 owe a deep gratitude to our Madam
President Miss N. Abdul Cader and the
members of the committee for the kiand and

_fair gestare with which they advised, en-

couraged, assisted and co-operated with_ me
in the conduct of the business of our union.

V. Varathasontharan,
Secretary,
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Student Christian Movement
Office-Bearers 1966

Staff Advisor:
President
Vice-President:
Secretary :

Asst, Secretary :
Treasurer:
Committee Members:

Convention demands that | should
present the report of the activities of our
S.C.M, for the current year. Itis not an
easy task to present the Annual Report in
a brief service. Nevertheless | shall make
an attempt.

.~ The year under consideration saw the
continuance of the smooth working of the
movement in almost every direction.

- We have come toan end of an year after
the inaoguration of a new eraof having
Poya days as holidays instead of Sundays.
We once thought that it would be difficult
for us to continue our S.C.M. activities in
the new set-up. But one year of experience
has taught us that we can do wonders if we
have His will. [ should state with great
pleasure that we have succeeded in conforms
ing to the old ways of the §.C.M.,

‘We continue to have services twice a
week—on Sunday mornings and either on
Tuesday or Thutsday ¢venings, as was neces-
sary. One of these sérvices is always con-
ducted by one of us, while the other is taken
by a pastor. We have to thank God for the
servicesof Rev, S. Selvaratnam, Rev. N.W.G.
Sugunarajah, Rev. D. Barlow, and Rev.
Thayalan Niles, who 'have b:en only too
ready to conduct religious services whenever
we requested. “Rev. S. Selvaratnam cur
guide, confessor and friend needs special
mention for all his services, without whose
help and ready accessibility our activities
would have been greately handicapped.

Nine members joined us this year.
welcomed them into one fold with the usual
*social’.

Our members actively participated in a
number of conferences held during the year.
Miss. C.S. Selvadurai attended the confer-
ence of the Christian Teachers® Guild beld in
Bandarawela, Most of us attended the Jaffna

Wc'
. other members for

Mrs. K. Snell

Miss I. P. Casinader

Miss G. J. Selvanayagam
Mr. D, R, Araumaynayagam
Mr. 8. O. Jeyanandan

Miss G. M. Arumainayagam
Miss C. S, Selvadurai

Miss E. T. ¥. Devanayagam
Mrs. E. G, N, Amarasekara
Mr, W. Ariarajah

Christian Teacher’s Retreat held at the
Ashram.

The Annual Christmas Carol Service
and Nativity Play were a grand success last
year, which incidentally was the major work
the new committee undertook with the guid-
ance of the office-bearers of Iast year. Reher-
sals for the Carol Service for this year has
already begun. \

It is our staff advisor’s inspiration and
suggestion that has made the S.C.M.
livelier. On her suggestion, the men Christ-
ian Trainees have started to take English
lessons at the practising school within our
premises at least once a week, This has been
greatly welcomed not only by the Head
Master but also by the children, 1 am glad
to repeat that this social work has attracted
some of our Hindn and Muslim friends and
they too have joined us, 1 hope this tradi-
tion will go on for ever,

This report will not be complete without
a word of thanks to our Principal, the staff
advisor Mrs. K. Snell, the Vice - Principal
Mr. G N. Edward, Mr. R.E J A, Setukavalar,
Miss. S, Sinnappu and the other christian
leoturers for their encouragement, help,
guidance and their interest in our Movement,

Finally my thanks are due to the Presi-
dent Miss [.P. Casiadar for her able leader-
ship, the Treasurer Miss. G.M. Arumainaya-
gam for her able accounting, the Vice-Presi-
dent Miss, G.l. Selvanayagam for the
maintenance of the church, the Assistant
Secretary Mr. S.0, Jeyanandan, and all the
their unstinted co-
operation,

May I wish all readers a happy Christ-
mas and a bright and prosperous New Year.

D, R, Arumaynayagam,
Hony. Secretary.
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Patron: 5. Kandasamy Esq,, Principal

Senior President: V., Kandasamy Esq.

Junior President: Mr. A, Mahadeva (Minis-
ter of Sports)

Sports Secretary : Mr, D, R, Arumaynaya-

gam

Treasurer: Mr. C. Ambihavaran

Committee Members: Messrs. T. R. Jay-
man, M, I. M. Ansar, N. Semasunda-
ram, A. A, Junaideen, T. Visvalingam,
J. A D. Alphonsus, Miss G. M. Arg-
mainayagam, Miss S. Ratpam, Miss
L. Nagaratnam, Miss R. Elivathamby,
Miss 1. Velupillai, Mr. A. J. Mariadas,
Mr. M. M. Thahir.

As the sports secretary, the responsibili-
ty ol presenting the report of the sports
activities has fallen on my shoulders. Though
it is an darduous task for me to recollect all
that have happened during the course of
the year yet 1 consider it a great privilese
to submit the report for the eventful year
1966. The year under review has been
punctuated with great feats. It is with
mixed feelings that | proceed to enter upon
this task.

During the year we concentrated oa
the following : Athletics, Soccer, Volleyball,
Netball, Table Teanis, Basket Ball, Cricket
and Hockey.

Athletics :

T. R. Jayman and
Miss S. Ratnam
The Freshers’ Meet was held on
12-3-66 under the patronage of our Principal.
it has been the tradition of conducting
the Dreshers’ Meet to discover talents
among the Freshers. The English Faculty
became champions with 129 Points.
N.M.M. Fouzer, A. J. M. Farook, M. A. H.
Gafoor, S, Yogachandran, Miss R. Eliya-
thamby and Miss G. J. Selvanayagam
excelled at the mest. All arrangements of
the meet, including the layiag of tracks and
officiating wers done by the tecond year
traineges and all of them did yeoman secvice.

The annual Inter-House Athletic Meet
was held on the 16th of June '66 under the
distinguished patronage of S. Thanikasalam
Esq., the Asst. Director of Education (N.R.)
Mrs, S. Thanikasalam graciously gave away

P.T.-13

Captains ;

the awards. Ponniah House very comfort-
ably became champions with 96 points. The
following were the individual champions.

Women ;
Miss G. M. Arumainayagam | Tie—
Miss R. Eliyathamby J 15 pt. each
Men :
N. M, M, Fouzer
A.J. M. Farook

The other athletes who impressed the
spectators were I R. Jayman, S. Yoga-
chandran, T. Visvalingam, Miss Helen P.
Edward and Miss G. J. Selvanayagam.
Most of the officials of this meet were trom
other colleges and otfices. We thank them
immensely for the operous duty they pro-
formed for the smooth running of the Mect.

The Annual Duoal Athletic Meet bet-
ween Maharagama and Palaly Training
Colleges was keld at Maharagama on the
29th of July '66 under the distinguished
patrovage of our Principal S. Kandasamy
Esq., A high standard of athletics was pre-
valent at this Meet. Our men athletes ex-
celled while the Maharagama women athle-
tes proved too good to our shy co ede.
N.M.M. Fouzer set upa new mark in the
Javelin by throwing 146’ 8", which incident-
ally earned him the best performance cup
of the Meet. Besides him, A. A. junaideen,
5. Yogachandran, A, J. M. Farook, S, Myl-
vagapam and M. M. Thahir did well among
the men athletes. In the women section,
I regret to say that only three of our athle-
tes—Mliss Helen P. Edward, Miss R, Eliya-
thamby, and Mrs, P. Prakashpathy won
places. Miss G. M. Arumainayagam had
to keep out due to knee injury.

} Tie=13 points each

I thank the Principal, Lecturers and the
Trainees of Maharagama Training College
for the kind hospitality shown to s while
we were there,

Our men athletes participated at the
open relay event in both the 4 X 100 metres
and 4 X400 metres held under the auspices
of the Jaffna Group Il Meet at Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai. We wen the second
place in the 4 X 100 metres relay,

Our college was alsa represented at the
Annual Jaffoa Amateur Athletic Mest. Wae
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did tremendously well, Qur coagratulations
to the following for their grand efforts.
Miss R. Elivathamby — y
Discus First place, 78' 9"
A. A, Junaideen ~—
100 metres Second place
M. A. H. Gafoor—100 metres Third place

Seccer

Captain; M. I.-M. Ansar
We had an excellent side and Ansar
a&nd his men deserve special commendation
for they did not lose a single match this
seasoll.

teamga,
ve, The Royal Ceylon Navy, Karainagar
_ Won 3—1
vs, The Army, Palaly Won 4—1
ve: The Jolly Stars, Jaffna  Drawn 3—3
vs. T'he Maharagama G.T.C. Won 2—1

The forward line with A, Mahadeva
“the brain of the side,” A. A. Junaideen and
N, M. M. Fouzer always exhibited scientific
display and pierced through the defence with
ease. The skipper Ansar at centre-half was
the main-stay of our defence and he excelled
in all matches. The success of the soccer
team was entirely due to the combined
efforts of Ansar and Mahadeva: Our con-
gratulations fo both of them.

Volleyball :
Captain & T, Visvalingam

I regret to say that volleyball is not as
popular as it desetves, Although our perfor
mance on the whole i5 very dizappointiog
yet | should'say ' that our team played very
well at Maharagama inspite of the incle-
ment weather- Had we had a little luck
with us we would have won the match this
year. We lost .to Hartley College Point
Pedro, The Army Palaly and The Maha-
ragama G.T,C. S. Yogachandran was the
only outstanding player.

Netball ;
Captain: Miss G. M. Arumainayagam

The Maharagama results apart, we can-

look back to the Netball season with satis-
faction, The college team led by Miss G .M.
Aramainayagam the dashing centre-player
and ably assisted by the sharp-shooter
Helen P. Edward impressed all by winning
the first two matches against the Vembadi
Staff and Union Colleze Tellippallai with

We played against the following.

. ease. However we lost the next match with

Udupiddy Girls’ College—probably due to
over confidence, The matech against the
star studdsd and guick moving Maharagama
Trainees proved to 'be one sided as usual.
However our players fought hard to the last
whistle.

Ramanathan Ilouse won the [nter-
House Netball touarmament, Our congratu-
lations to the skipper Helen and her team.

Table Tennis :

Captains: J.A.D. Alphonsus and Miss

L, Nagaratnam

We had pood individual players but

they seldom came off in matches due to

impatience. We conducted a knock out

tournament to select a team. We did satis-

factorily at Maharagama. Maorriz Alwines
deserves special mention.

Basketball ;

Captain: A. A. Junaideen

Although we had a very formidable
team yet due to umavoidable circnmstance
we couldnot have a single college match.
We had only the lnter-House tournament
and Ponniah House emerzed as wianers, Our
congratulations.

Cricket;

Captain: D. R. Arumainayagam

We had a number of allrounders in the
team. It is indeed very disheartening to
report that our annual ixture with Mahara-
gama had to be abandoned due to heavy
rain after the first day’s play.

Palaly won the toss and sent in Maha-
ragama to baf: They batted with extra-
care and plodded on to score 154 for'8'in
exactly ope hundred and eighty minutes,
M, I. M. Ansar kept an immaculate length
to capture four wickets for 69 runs. :

We played three other matches and
the following ate the results.

vs: The Royal Ceylon Navy Karainagar—

Won by 4 wickets
vs, The Medical Dept, Jaffoa—Drawa
vs, The Army, Palaly —Drawn

Hockey :

Captain: N. Somasunderam
The sports council of 65 created his-
tory in introducing Flockey for the Grst tima
at the Palaly Training College. We bad a
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very formidable team and 1 am proud to
report that some of the players who repre-
cented Palaly in '66 will in the very near
future represent Sri-Lanka too. The Hockey
maiden encounter with Maharagama ended
in a convincing victory to us by 6—1. Our
conaratulations to the skipper and his team.

We also played three other matches.
and the following are the results.

vs. Kopay Lost 0—1
vs: The Air Port, Palaly Won 3—0
vs, Che Jaffaa Combined

School's Won 6—0

Congratulations: !

The backbone of the college spoits con-
sisted of the following and my pen demands
me to make special mention of them be-
cause of their allround sports ability, I refer
to A, Mahadeva, M.LM. Ansar, 8. Yopga-
chandran, N.M.3. Fouzer, A.J.M. Farook,
Miss. G.M. Arumainayagam and Miss. G.].
Selvanayapam.

A, Mahadeva popnlarly known as ‘Anna’
to the sportsfans of the island is a class player
by himself in Hockey, Cricket and Football.
[t is indeed a ireat to watch him in sction
in any of these games. M.L.M, Apsar be
sides being a fine footballer, is an excellent
Hockey player who has a very good chance
of winning the ‘Ceylon-cap’. He also plays
cricket with equal competence. &, Yoga-
chandran, N. M. M. FFouzer and A,]. M, Farook
have one more year togo at Palaly and all
three cf them are great sportsmen who have
a bright future before them. N.M,M. Fouzer
i3 also in the running to win the ‘Ceylon cap'
in Hockey, Miss. GG. M+ Arumainaysgam and
Miss. G.]. Selvanayagam were the only two
lady Trainees who not only participated but
also shone in all the three sports activities
that were available to the ladies, namely—
Netball, Athletics and Table Tennis, The
latter has one more vear of stay at Palaly.

9

My congratalations and best wishes to all of
them and also to the others who have ex-
celled or contriboted in po small measure to
the sports at Palaly.

THANKS :

We can look back with satisfaction at
our progress and achievements during the
year under review. This could be mostly
attributed to ounr sports minded Principal,
the Viea Principa Mr. G, N. Edward
and the Lecturers for endeavouring at this
institution to foster in lhe minds of the
Trainses a love for sports and games, My
thanks are due to them on behalf of the
sports council-

Our Senior President Mr. V, Kandasamy
is very energetic and painstzking, His gener-
osity knew po bounds. To him we owe our
thaoks.

Qur entire success was due to the un-
tiring efforts and skills of Mr. A, Subra-
maniam and Miss. N. Sinnathurai. Their
hands can be seen in any activity, We
thank them for their courtesy and sense of
duty.

1 also wish to express our thanks to our
Past-Trainees for honouring us by their
presence at the various matches and Athletic
Meets.

Before 1 corclude, I should like to men-
tion that without the co-operation and effort
of my colleagues nothing would have been
achieved and [ thank all of them whole
heartedly for the help rendered to me at all
times.

Finally, I take this opportunity to wish
all a bright and prosperous future.

“The winner never quits,
The quitter never wins.”
D.R. Arumaynayagam
Sports Secretary
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ENGLISH GROUP

Ahamed, M.L. *Olana’ Maduibowa, Hemmattagama
Arumaynayagam, D.R 39, Sivapragasam Road, Jaffna

Ansar, M.ILM. 35 A, Harrisons’ Jones’ Road, Matale
Balamanoharan, A. Thaniyoothu, Mulliawalai

Haniffa, M.K.M. 132, Godapola Road, Matale

Haniffa, M.A, 27, Marikkar Street, Puttalam

Haq, M.M.A. 34, Main Street, Matara

Hassan Zacky, M.S.M. 313, Main Streer, Dickoya

Hussain, H.L.M °“Hill Lodge’ Muruthagahamula, Gelioya.
Jabire, M.S.M. 24, Kamal Road, Muslim Ward, Jaffna
Jayman, T.R, B.65, Badulupitiva, Badulla

Kandasamy, N. 203/6, Dimbulla Road, Hatton

Khalid Ahamed, A. ‘Ahamed Lodge’ Sainthamaruthu, Kalmunai
Maunickavasagar, C. Sathivanthai, Kalapoomi, Karainagar
Mayures, A. Sambaltivu, Trincomalee

Matthews, P.P. Pasayoor, Jaffna

Mahadevan, A. 17 Eladalua Road, Mylagastene, Badulla
Manuelpillai, 8. Naranthapai, Kayts

Ameer (Mukkaram} S.A.M. ‘Zarookvilla’, Kirigadeniya, Mawanella
Mylvaganam, S. 16, Kachcheri Lane, Jaffna

Nallaratnam, T. Div. Ne 1, Periyakallar, Kallar

Ongarasotby, M. Mathagal West, Mathagal

Pulle, S.A.S. 240, Welihena, Kochchikade.

Ramachandran, §.5. Mahena, Warakapola
Shanpmugampillai, S. Arasadi Lane, Chankanai
Sithamparappillai K. Nallathola, Vathiri, Karaveddi
Somasundaram, N. No.I, Clock Tower Lane, Jaffna
Thajudeen, A.M.C. 127, Galhinna, Katugastota.
Varathasundaran, V. 54, Sivan Street, Trincomalee.
Visvalingara, T. 2/3 Singing Fish Road, Batticaloa

Zubid, O.M. 81, Gongawela Road, Matale

Abdul Cader, N. (Miss.) 31, 14th Lane Colombo 3.
Amanulla, M, (Mrs.) 31, 14th Lane Colombo 3.
Aruvlanantham, R.(Miss.) Veemankaman, Tellipallai
Arulappah, M.J. (Mrs.) St. Henry’s Lane, Ilavalai
Arumainayagam, M., (Miss.) Central. Dispensary, Pinnawela
Arumugam, N (Mrg) §, “G™ Block, Police Flats, Colombo 2
Casinadar, LP. (Miss.) 1, Upstair Road, Batticaloa
Chelliah, S.N. (Miss.) 98, Alwis Place, Kotahena
Cumarasamy, S. (Mrs) ‘Shivajin® Hospital Road, Chavakachcheri,
Devanayagam, E.T.S. (Miss.) 119/5, Peradaniya Road, Kandy
Fdward, H.P. (Miss) 140/2 Rampart Road, Kotte

Emmanuel, D.J.B.D:M.C. (Mrs,) 44 Central Road, Batticaloa
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82,
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88,

Bsmailjee, S. (Miss.) 38, Lower King Street, Badulla

Hamid, S.M.A. (Miss.) 140, 7th Lane, Wall Street, Kotahena
Joseph, S.P. (Mrs) 17/11 Ramakrishna Road, Wellawatte
Kanapathippillai, J. (Miss.) Market West Lane, Point Pedro
Kulandavelu M. (Mrs.)

Prakashpathy, P. (Mrs) ‘Hill Lodge’ Kahatapitiya, Gampola
Satkunam R. (Miss) 7 Hospital Road, Batticaloa
Selvaratnam, T. (Mrs.) ‘Lowton Road' Manipay South, Manipay.
Sheriff, S Z.F.R, (Mrs.) 23, Frankfort Place, Colombo 4
Sivakurunathan, T. (Mrs.) ‘Theivabalam’, Puttar
Thambyratnam, L,S. (Mrs.) 30/11, Hampden Lane, Wellawatte

SCIENCE GROUP

Alphonsus, J.A.D. 5, Cathedral Street, Jaffna
Ambihavaran, C. Nubavil, Karaveddy

Ansary, H.M. Nankurugama, Mawanella

Ganesapillai, N. Guru Road, Kankesanturai
Krishnapillai, S. Bt/Araipattai 3, Kattankudy

Nadarajah, P. Mylankoodal, Ilavalai

Sivasamboo, V., Erlalai South, Chunnakam

Subramaniam, A, Meesalai South, Meesalai
Vairavippillai, S. Polikandy, Valvettithurai

Vamadevan, M. Press Lane, Kokuvil

Aziz, S. (Miss.) 376, Peradeniya Road Kandy
Canagaratnam, K. (Mrs.)) Navaly North, Manipay
Cherubim, C.J.S (Miss.) 110, Main Street, Jaffna
Sivapathasunderam, G. (Mrs.) Kachchai Road, Kodikamam
Nagaratnam, L. {(Miss.) ‘Indhrai’ 16, Moors Road, Colombo 6
Subramaniam, E, (Mrs.) Meesalai South, Meesalai
Tharumalingam, L. (Mrs.)

MATHEMATICS GROUP

Athambawa, M. C. 3rd Div. Kalmunaikudy, Kalmunai
Augustine, S. 11, Our Lady of Miracles Road, Jaffna
Esurapatham, V.K. Gnanam Thoddam, Puloly South, Point Pedro
Hussair, P.M. 20, Ward Street, Badulla

Jalaludeen, M.A. Girls School Road, Maruthamunai, Kalmunai
Maharoof Careem, M.M.M, Main Street, 4th Div. Katlankudy
Mustaffa, M.C.M. New Kattankudy Kattankudy 3

Nadarajah, M. Thavady North, Kokuvil

Navaratnam, E. FErlalai North, Chunnakam

Sabanayagam, M. K. Araly Souath, Vaddukkoddai.

Sadique, A.J. 22, Idroos Makkam Road, Jaffna

Selvarajah,. S. Araly North, Vaddukkoddai

Subramaniam, V. S. ‘Nesa Vasa® Navatkuli, Kaitadi
Yogananthasivam, V. Vaikunthavasam, Vaddukkoddai
Arumpamoorthy P. (Mrs) Vivaparimoolai, Puloly West, Point Pedro
Cader, R.A., (Miss.) 91, Muslim College Road, Jaffna
Thiruchittampalam, R, (Mrs,) ‘Raj Mahal' Chavakacheheri,
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COMMERCE GROUP

89, Amirthalingam, S, Kaddudai, Manipay

90, Bishrulbafi A. W. M. 20/4, Assarpa Road, Negombo

91. Hameed, K. M. S. 59, Kamal Lane, Jaffna

92. Haniffa, U. L. M. Arivunool Nilayam, Main Street, Eravur

93, Junaideen A. A. B. 64, Badulupitiya, Badulla

94, Mohamed Buhary, A. C. L. Hedideaikanda, Pasyala

23, Paramananthan, T. Achchelu, Neervely

96. Rajadurai, S. 32, Kannathiddy Road, Jaffoa

97. Salihu, S. H, M, ‘Ever Silver’ Div. No. 4, Sammanthurai

88, Saravanapavan, /A ‘Sothida Vilas’ Nainativu

99. Savarimuttu, S, (Mrs.) Erlalai North, Chunnakam

100, Selvadurai, C, (Miss) ‘Wind Field’ Upperdrive, Bandarawela
HANDICRAFT GROUP

101, Joseph, B, 23, Sixth Cross Street, Jaffna

102, Somasegaram, K. Kondavil East, Kondavil

103.  Ratnam, S. (Miss) Pannakam South, Chulipuram

104, Vaithy, T, (Miss) Kilanai, Maviddapuram, Tellippaliai

(Ou-r Cyeniﬂr J&Dre(ﬁect CSpemLs S

A real community had left through the
spacious gates of Palaly Teachers’ College
to settle down in their new surroundings
with rich experiences. The component parts
came from different parts of Ceylon having
brought with them different customs and
manners and these widened the out look of
the community. The dormitory system made
our bonds so strong that many had to take
leave with fears,

This community was not realized through
force or authority, but by discipliae accepted
- freely as an essential factor for a community
life. When we look back at our happy days
in this College, our petty fights and reunion,
our straying away and coming into the fold,
we feel that we should have them all over
again. Well ; we can have only a fraction of
it and that is through an Alumini day.

There were activities of varied nature.
The religious activities like the Maha Siva-
rathiri, Prophet Mohamed’s Birthday, The
Carol Service and the Annual Mass provided
unique opportunities for the individuals to
understand the philosophy of each others’
religion and to appreciate them,

These activities would not have been a
success if not for the untiring efforts of all
the First Year and Final Year Trainees, It
is my pleasant duty to thank my ctew who
were ready to sink or -swim with me, ably
assisted by my lieutenant, Mr, V.K.Esura-

patham
Mrs, D. Emmanuel
Mr. N. Kandasamy
Mrs. P. Prakashpathy
Mr. B. Joseph
Mr. N. Ganeshapillai
Mr. A.J. Sadique

Mr. A. Saravanapavan and ail the
Junior prefects of the first years.

Also I wish to record my deep sense of
gratitude to the Principal, Vice Principal and
the learped Lecturers, for honouring me
with this ‘office’ and guiding me in times of
conquering situations. Finally I thank the
hostel wardens and the office staff for their
co-operation and service.

My, 8. Manuel pillai
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THE MARRIAGE WAS
SOLENINIZED, ACCORDING ' TO
OVERN MENT RITES
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JAFFNA.
AND
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FOR( THE» SALE OF

C..W..E. TEXTILES
NOW

ON SAILE

CONTRC)I_I_ED PRICES

(SAREE SPECIALISTS )

124. K. K. §. ROAD, $3 JAFFNA.
T'Grams: *““SAREES” - T'Phone: 418
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