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Useful Service to Aesthetic Arts

Hon. Mr.S. Thondaiman

Minister of Rural Indastrial Development

‘I was happy to learn that
the North Ceylon Orisntal Music
Society has completed fifty years
of useful and dedicated service to
the lovers of musie, drama and
other forms of aesthetic arts.

Fifty years is a long period im the life of a voluntary organi-
sation, especially in this part of the world where values of art
and culture continue to undergo deplorable changes. The very fact
that the Society has withstood the erosion caused by admixture
of various forms of music and art is in itself tribute enough to
the service of the Society.

Perusing through the objectives of the Society, I find that
they embrace all the spheres that will bhelp to mould a mind to
appreciate the finer qualities in every thing. I am sure it has
produced some persoms endowed with thege high qualities and

would continue to produce them {n greater numbers in the years
to come.

It gives me great pleasure to send this message for the
s.ouvefﬂr' to r.nake the Golden Jubilee of the Society a success and
In wishing it many more jubileesin the years to come,



Best Wishes

Hon. Mr. U. B. Wijekoon
District Minister, Ja'fna
& M. P. for Dambadeniya

I am very happy to forward my best wishes to the North
Ceylon Oriental Music Society which celebrates its Golden Jubilee.

This Society is perhaps the oldest institution with its creative
approach maintained the classical traditions of Tamil Music, Dance
Drama, Pan JIsai, etc. For a long time, this Society funetiened as the
Examination body which issued certificates recognised by the
Education Department for the purpose of appointment of Tamij
Music teachers. But recently this Society has expanded its activities
to its melodious glory.

The charm of Music is always irresistible and it awakens
the slumbering soul to an awareness of its inherent divinity. I
dwell where my devotee’s sing My glories” said Lord Krishna.

The North Ceylon Oriental Music Society had played a
vital role in popularising the traditional art in various parts of
Sri Lanka. It should be proud of its aesthetic accomplishments of
the thousands of talented musicians in this part of the country.

It is my pleasure to congratulate the society of its achieve-
ments and I wish the society great success 1n the future in the
interpretation of this magnificient inmtricate ars.
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A Society That Revived and Promoted
Tamil Cultural Heritage |

Eric J. de Silva
Director of Education
& Secretary

Ministry of Education

It gives me pleasurs to send this message to the souvenir
-that is being published on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations of the North Ceylon Oriental Musje Society.

Tamil culture has been distinguished by its excellence in
Karnatic Music, Bharata Natyam, Art and Architecture. Cultura]
development suffered a set back during colonial rule and people
were on the verge of losing their cultural heritage. It was at
this hour of need that a group of patriotic persons with foresight
and dedication joined together and established the North Ceylon

Oriental Music Society in 1931, to revive and promote their rich
cultural heritage.

The North Ceylou Oriental Music Soceity came under the
guidance of the Director of Education so that not only the peo-
ple but also the school children could benefit from its activities.
The Society has been emgaged in promotiag the study of Karnatic
Music in schools and has also organised music recitals, daneing
amd drama with great success. It has conducted Examinations in
Karnatic Music, vocal and instrumental, annually and issued cer-
tificates to successful candidates which are reconised for purposes
of appointment as music teachers- In the recemt past the .Socxety
has revised the syllabus in Karnatic Music and frem this year
onwards, examinations in Bharata Natyam, Kathakali, Pan Isai
and Drama are being conducted on mnewly prepared syllabuses.
This is a range of activity which the society could be proud of,
I wish the Society every success.

Cc
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A Society with a Laudable Record of Service

2 Manickavasagar

Range Director of Education
Ministry of Education

It gives me great pleasure indeed
to send this message to the SOUVENIR
to be published on the occasion of the
Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the North
Ceylon  Oriental Music Society. I
have had the privilege and homour of
being the President of the Society dur-
ing a period of more than five years
and guiding the destinies of this body.

Half a century in the life of an
institution with a laudable record of
service to the indigemous culture and
aesthetics of the Tamil people is an achievement of which all of
us should be proud. I have had the opportunity ef watching the
progress of this Society both from within in my capacity as Presi-
dent and from without asa humble teacher and Education Officer.
No doubt, the N; C.O. M. S. has produced a galaxy of leadimg
artistes who Lave established their name in Sri Ianka and abroad
in Bharath. A casual survey indicates the network of teachers of
music turmed out by this Society, teaching in our Secondary Schools.

I am glad to observe that the Executive Council conti-
nues to have in its fold distinguiched artistes, who are capable of
infusing the necessary filip and dynamism into the mlfltifaceted
activities of the Society under the leadership of the Director of
Education,

It is my earnest wish and prayer that the Society should
‘Preserve its identity and grow from stremgth to strength.



A Society that Induces All Men to Learn to Sing

K. Sivanathan '
Regional Director of Education

Jafina.

Music is one of the glorious gifts of God to Humanity. It is
the harmonjous voice of creation and an echo of the invisible
world. Tt is in itself a marvel. It awakensthe soul. recreates
the mind and fills the heart with pure and useful thoughts.

Musle is sacred. According to Carlyle “It is a kind of ingrt?-
culate unfatbomable speech, which leads us to the edge of the infi-
nite and lets us for moments gaze into that”.

Music has its roots in religion and ie succoured by it. The
master musicians of early times were represemted as pupils of a
God snd drew {inspiration from him. The Shiva Pradosha stotra
describing the Evening Dance of Lord shiva refers to “‘Shulapani
dancing on the heights - of Mcunt Kailasa with Saraswathy play-
ing on the Veena, Indra on the Flute, Brahma holding the time
marking Cymbals, Vishnu playing the Drum and Iakshumi simging
while all the other Gods are standimg around them’

Music is not for an age. It is for all times. As far bhack
as 1542, Bryd, who realised the valve of singing s2id <“Since
singing is so good a thing, I wish all men would learn to sing’.

Fifty years ago a group of ardent music lovers imbued with
& sense of vision - began the N. C. O. M. S. At its inception
4t was purely a Carnatic Music examination body. It has now
blossomed into a Scciety, which premotoes the development of
Oriental Music im all parts of Sri Ianka. The ever increasing
number of examination candidates, the f§ntroduction of additional
Aesthet!c subjects im the examination syllabus, the guidance given
to music teackers in the teaching and testing ef this subject and
the' high standard of the musical jtems in schools are clear indi-
cations of the service rendered by this Society.

.As President of the N. C. 0. M. S. T bestow my blessings
on it May the r.hythm and the sweet melody, which this Society
promotes through its activities enoble the hearts of men!
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Presidential Address

K. Sivanathan

President, NCO M8 & Regional
Director of Education, Jaffna.

From time immemorial music has been part and paicel of the
life of the people. Accerding to Hindu belief Goddess Saraswathy
who is the embodiment of purity, sanctity and beauty reigns
supreme over all forms ef art of which there are sixty four. The
twin arts - Music and Dance have a greater appcal to lumanity.

Music and dance are spiritual in origin. Tte Vedic literature,
the epics of Mahabbaratha and Ramayana, the Bhagavad Geeta
and the Pusanasand in the scriptures of Buddbism refer to music
and dancing. There is clear evidence that a highly developed

form of Art existed in the asian countries long before the Chris-
tian Era.

Music, Danee and Folk » Drama (Naddu Koothu) play an
importment role in the religious, social and cultural life of the
Tamils. The Hindu rituals and the songs, dances and music cen-
nected with important events such as harvesting, marrlage, festi-
vals and death have enriched our literature and our culture.

The Thevaram, Thiruvasakam and Thiviya Prapandam express
in song the desires and feelings of devotees yearning for God.
It is a form of spiritualised love. Truth, reality and beauty find
expression in them. The devotees believed that through Bhakthi and
music one could attain ‘Moksha” or Eternal bliss.

A close inter - relationshlp exists between religion and hu-
man life and spirituality and aesthetics. This 1s t.he main reasos
why our music and culture have continued in spite of foreignm
domination.

In Sri Lamka our eailiest references to ‘music can be tra-
ced back to the period of the legendary King Ravaneswarans
It is stated that this mighty ten headed Ravana was an eminent
musician and the National flag of the country bore the Veena as
its emblem. Ravana it is said, tiied to lift Mount Kallas, the



abode of Lord Shiva and kind'ed his wrath. He was subjected
to severe punishment. It was the sweet music that Ravana play-
ed on the Veena that finally appeased, Lord Shiva. He pardon-
ed Ravana.

The kings of Sri Lanka patronised mnsfe. It {is said that
the Jaffna Peninsula was gifted to a blind musiclan for his sweet
musfc. During foreign rule this patronage was lacking. But saintly
musicians by their individual efforts continued to keep our music
alive.

Carnatic or South Tndian classical music owes {ts origin to
saint Purandaradasa of Karnataka who lived in the sixteenth
century. The early niseteenth century could be eonsidered. the
golden period of carnatic music with the devotional and philoso=
phical songs of the saints Thiyagarajah, Muthuswamy Dikshitar and
Shyamasastri. South Indiam music is highly fevotionel in character.
It is pure in form and has rigid rules se that the musician does
net hLave the freedon to deviate from the established system to
express his feelings. These qualities together with the absence of
patronisation caused Carpatic music to become the monopoly of
certaln privileged families. Only close members of the family were
accepted as students of the guru. This highly sophisticated form
of music was not available to all music lovers.

With the dawn of the Nationalist Movement in India, there
was a cultural renaissance. Rabindramath Tagor, Dr. Annanda
Coomarasamy, Rukmani Arundale arnd Swami Vipulananda inter-
preted the value and significance of Indian music and dance to
the Itdians and to the rest of the world and restored to the people
their own heritage. The Annamalai Univessity was established to

preserve, develop and disseminate South Indian classical music and
culture to the people.

puring this period there were similar moves in Sri Lanksa
leading to a cultural repsissence S1i Atumuga Navalar, RevHikka-



duwa Sri Sumangala and Anagarika Dharmapala age some of those
who contributed much in bringing about this cultura] renaissance.

Arumuga Navalap realising the importance of aesthetic educa.
tion for the development of a total personality insis'ed that
music and pannisai should be included in the school curricu'um.
Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan and Swami Vipu'ananda contributed
a great deal in encouraging the study of musio and dance. The
Ramanathan College of fine Arts in the North and Vipulanantha

College of Fine Arts in the Fast have translated the thought of
these two great men into action.

Fifty years back, musicians, dancers and actors were not held in
esteem in Jaffna. Children from respectable homes did not learn dat c-
ing as there was stigma attached to it. Some of our local musicians
in Jaffna who were influenced by the Cultural renaissance in India
and Sri Lanka formed a Socity in 1931. Their objectives at the
out set were limited. But they have achieved muck within this

pericd. To them goes the credit for removing the stigma attacheds
te musicians and dancers. They have made the learning of music
and dancing very popular and spread the love for carnatic music
in all parts of Ceylon. This I feel is the greatest achievement
of the N, C. O. M. S.

In comclusion I wish to express my humble gratitude to
the pioneers who founded this society - the Past Presidents, Secre-
taries and other members of the Society whose efforts and endea-
vours have contributed much to the developmeat of music in the
North. May the N3 C. O. M. S. grow from stre.ngth to s.,trongth
and undertake more and greater activitice to emrichthe lives of
the people,
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North Ceylon Oriental Music Society
Golden Jubilee Report

R. C. Manmatharajan
Hony. Secretary

The North Ceylon Oriental Music Society which was founded
tifty years back celebretes its Golden ]_‘ubilee:today. It is verjé enc;:o-
uraging that music lovers from the dutrict.s' of Colr.meo., andy,
Batticaloa, Taffna and Trincomalee are participating in this festival

The release of a Souvenir to commemorate this happy event
is a landmark.

Formation of the Society:

This Society came into being in 1931, seventeen Yyeare
before the dawn of independence in Sri Lanka. The maln. purpcse
in foming this society was to develop and foster music whu':h is the
prime component of cur Tamil Soeiety. Some of the aims and
objectives of the N. C, O. M. S. are:

a- Rajsing the standard of Carnatic Music.

b. Organising music, dance and drama festivals so as to create
a love for musie in schools.

C. Conducting anrual tests in Carnatic music-Vocal and Ins-
trumental.

d. Establishing a music library and preserving dccuments,
books and recorded music.

e. Organising a music museum.

With these ideas in view the scciety contacted Tamil Nadu,
the motherland of Carnatic Music, for guldauce and ascistance ia
developing carpatic music An outcome of this relationship with
qualified musicens in South India was that Carnatic music students

in Jaffsa were allowed to qualify as *‘Sangeetha Bhooszhanam”
at the Annamalai University. Prior this period there

few qualified musicinias in Sri Lanka. The
the singing of devotional songs and conducting discourses in muslic
will confined to a few Orthodax Saiva homes. They become expon
ents’ in these fields. The N. C O. M. 8. has played an important

role llin breaking these barriers and making music freely available
to all,

were very
reciting of Puranas,



Music Classes:

At the outset the scciety conducted classes during the Eag
ter vacation. Mr. T, A. Sabesaiyar, Professor of Music, Annamalaj
University conducted these classes Recognising the talent of these
students he took two of them to India and gave them oppo1tunities
for obtaining further trajning in music The continvance of this
invitation to students paved the way for making carnatic music
acceptable to the people. This also encouraged very many to
qualify and become “‘Sangeetha Booshanams” The first two per-
sons to become'* Sangeetha Borshanams” in Jaffra were Messers.
P. Chandrasegaram and K. Velauthapillaf.

Eelam’s Musical A ncestry:

According to ancient legends the great King Ravana who
had his capital in South Ceylon and who extended his regime to
the three worlds, was a skilled musician. The Veena adorned his
flag. Several thousands of years later, Yalpadi, a blind mmnsician
converted sandy mound in to a tract called Jaffna and ruled it.
It is not surprisng that music flovrished {p this land. It is
befitting at this juncture to keep alive in our land the music,
dance forms and dramas of the Tamils. Among these personali
ties are the Violipists Puthuvaddi Somasundaram and his yonnger
brother Rajaratnam, N, Kamachchisundaram the drum specia.
list and the Nathaswara Players Annasamy Vairavanathan and
Uruthirapathy. They were in no way inferior to the Artistes
of Tamil Nadu. The coutbutriion made by Kuppilan Sellathurai,
Kokuvil M. Kumarasingam and Thavadi S. Rasiah to glorify
devotional singing and carnatic music needs emulation. The
Purana recitation which flourished in the bards of Kokuvil
Kumaraswami Pulavar was nurfered by Navalar and his nephew
Vidwa Sironmani Ponnampalapillai, His demise in the recent
past raises questions regarding the future of this musical art. The
musical discourses of Manicka Tbiagarayar was uplifted to gret
heights by ‘¢ Nallai Guru Mani*’, Sti ILa Sri Swaminath.a
Gnanasambantha Thesiga Paramachchariar, a renouned mucician, It is
the desire of the N. C. O. M. S. to perpetuate this heritage to the
fullest in their future undertakings.



Authors of Books on Music:

Silappadikaram recongised as the song of flawless three Tami]
forms gives a lot of rare information on the finer points in
music. It is befitting te place Vipulananda Adigal on par with
the author of this work. Elanko Adigal, and he was respomsible for
““Mathanga Oloolamani”’ om drama and ‘‘Yarl Nool” on musical
research. Of equal merit are the becoks “Grammar of Music’ by
Sangeetha Beoshanam P. Chandrasegaram and ‘‘Musical I itera-
ture”’ by Sangeetha booshamam XK. Velsuthapillai., The order
and the perfod of publication of these book on music belps one
to assess the growth of music from the past to the present. One
of the projects which the society hopes to undertake is te do a
research on the growth of music from the time of Ravama to the
present day.

Personalities who built the Society:

Mr. M. S. Param who in 1928 wae ene of the prime
movers in forming this society, could be considered the fouand of
this society. We are deeply indebted to him for bis service as its
Secretary for several years.

The Director of Education, Northern Region at this period
Dr. Pansandeman rendered immense assistance to this Society dur-
ing its inception and later in its development. During this period
Mr. W. M. Cumaraswamy’ one of its founder members and later its
Vice President helped the Society commendarbly, The Director of
Education, Jaffna have at all times given their whole hearted
Support to the activities of the N. €. O, M. S. It is their guidance

t?at has enabled this society to enlarge its sphere of activi-
ties.

Grade VI Examination of the N. C. O M. S:

Thig Examination was planned by the Frofessor of Musio
Annamalai University. Messrs Nathan and S. R. Kanagasabai were
sent to Annamalai to draft a Musjc Syllabus. Those who passed
this grade - Teacher’s Grade - were commended eligible for appoint-
ment as music teachers in Maha Vidyalams and Vidyalams.



Co - operation fr.m other Music Societies:

Artistes f.rom music societies in the different parts of Sri
Lanka are participating in these celebrations today. We appre::i-
ate their help. They have also rendered valusble assistatce to us
in the past in conducting our annual Music examinations.

Society’s President:

Our President of the present time {is My K. Sivanathan
R. D. E. Nothern region. His sense of vision agd his ability to’
take quick decisions has helped the Society to launch out on new
undertakings. For fifty years the N. C. O. M. S. conducted exa-
mianstions ‘in vocal and instrumental music. Only next year weintend
including Bharatha Natyam, Kathakali and Drama in our curricu—
lum. We have prepared the necessary syllabuses and the schemes
of assessment for the different grades. The Jubilee celebrations
have been planned under his leadership (Mr. K. Sivanathan, RDE
NR). We thank him for his contribution towards the development
of music in Jaffna.

Society’s further needs:

Some of the urgent meeds of the Society are a spacious
office, an auditorium, musical instruments and a librery with
books on Music and recorded music,

Beoks to the value of Rs. 7000/- are at present stored in
the Education Department. Capital investments in the Bank ar®
available for expenditures on building. As no centrally situated
land is available for constructing this building the work bhas not
eommenced. The success of the N. C. O. M. S. {s due to the
efforts of many, the Executive Committee, the Examination
Committee amd the General Body. It is their unstinted and honest
efforts that has crowned the N. C. O. M, S. with success.
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