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This is the second issue of Poetry Peradeniya. It has heen
expanded to include poems in Sinhalese and Tamil as well, that they
may the better explain—and justify—its title by making it more
truly representative of such campus poetry as has not been, pro-
perly, recorded on writing-tablets, Union Society magazines, and the
. like. And in the hope also of exploring the problems which face
the writer in Ceylon who has had a bi-lingual education—and that,
of course, includes everyone at the University at present,—we have
published them, regarfling them for this purpose as specimens illus-
trating a particular problem of expression.

This problem however is not the simple one of one’s relative
competence in handling each language. For the question of the
nature and limits of the experience that could be apprehended and
communicated through each hovers behind the primary one of choos-
ing one’s medium ; and beyond it remains the problem of adapting
" the language of one’s choice and rendering it capable of accommo.
dating fresh attitudes. This still may seem to be the single
question of competence; bub to restate it so is to suggest that the
writer in Ceylon today, must pick his medium of communication
with an eye on his subject; and that writing in the one language
rather than in the other makes a difference to the total significance
of what he has to-say.

In Sinhalese we have a language eminently suited for preach-
ing in; fit also for song, farce, and light comedy,—but scarcely for
the ° heightened speech’ which is the essence of all poetry,—
especially the poetry of the tragic stage. In “®@%e®’’ certainly,
a dramatic tension was built up without the language at any point
becoming shrill, but it was a tension partly effected through the
rhythms of danece-step and drum.

Tt is therefore obvious that the task before the writer in Ceylon
is that of fashioning a new language of experience at every level.
New words must necessarily be coined, and old words employed in
fresh context:; but such coinages will become current-only in
' proportion as theylare simple and preecise.



It would not be irrelevant therefore, to preface these poems with
a few comments on particular points which arise from this general
question. We confine our remarks to what has already been
attempted—in the realm of poetry. Does the new verse satisfy
these tests of precision and simplicity,—that is, of being at once
intense and intelligible ?

To begin with, some of the images taken over from English,
particularly from Eliot—such as the one of the cat in ‘@0E®s 8%
@& S’ —have simply failed to click. The transmutation, again, of
an English idiom into

‘92 =90 g1 BgSt 6ened
oo o o E8med’

fails, through not in the same way. But they fail not because
particular literatures excercise a monopoly over certain ideas, but
because they are inappropriate and fail to fit in within the context
of the particular poem. ‘@& =8’ used in this context ignores
an essential quality of the needle, other than its size, namely, its

capacity to prick, perhaps to hurt. By contrast it is effectively
used in ‘Fed GeIgS'—

‘o @ &g S 888 v® =13
qoue 995 6@53 @™y 8
DG K{REB, :

osdm, o s¥m.’

The experience of a liberature must first enlarge sensibility of
the writer—not merely stock his memory with image and line—
before his work can truly be enriched by it.—And this also argues
the point made in the ‘B3®¢e’ that a poem should posses an
organic unity.

It is not our intention here to argue the merits of free verse—
it has been competently done elsewhere—but to propose rather,
the need for a certain check on that freedom. The desire to break
away from the constricting demands of the traditional forms of verse
was the basic impulse which led to the emergence of the new school
of free verse. The spurious romanticism of the ‘ Colombo School *
of poetry, the conventionalised descriptions of nature, with the
'pa.t;hetic fallacy * much in evidence, the set themes of love, death,
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and the iniquities of socieby,. and the procrustean measures of the
four-lined stanzas, made a reaction of this kind inevitable. Unfor-
tunately the argument of the critics of the new school that these
rigids forms and this poetic diction are an obstacle to the precise
expression of ‘the poets thoughts and feelings’ has been taken at
its face value, and the ‘freedom of structure’ has become for some
a licence for crude technical devices.

It is of course necessary to experiment in rhythmic forms, but
the relatively wide scope which free verse permits for the ‘rhythmic
enactment of the sense’ has already been misused to a point at
which the labour of the oxen up-hill is sought to be suggested by the-
too literally visual composition of

‘e eanemI
1053
E™HE
R Dy—"?

The considerable rhythmic variation possible even in ‘ORx®’
poetry is well illustrated by these very lines which in the original
adequately re-enact this movement in a single line. On the other
hand, there is a true rhythm, a vigour in the line and a point in the
repetition in the last stanza of ‘M Bomed @esSws’ From the
accents of fear and suspicion of the hunted animal in ®

‘Oed qrod 6@z @3
Red ydt 18R a8
osIe0S @ &I,

there is a turn, and

‘Bz 888Bg B88sw:I
e2® mg g g 380D

captures the fine pride in the tones of the man as he turns away
from the self-avowed fickleness of the woman.

The superficiality and the general thinness of the personal
element in the poetry of the ‘©8®®@’ mode are balanced today by
the raw outpourings of emotion in ‘BBESE’ verse. And the
seminal works of Siri Gunasinghe and Gunadasa Amarasekers,

3



L

inadequately absorbed, have brought forth such bloody issue as
‘BmEed B88m®,—and many others, half-realised and incom-
plete, aborted, all, before their time by the combined surgery of poet
and press.

This indiscipline is associated also in the new verse, with a
weakness, perhaps shared by the ‘Colombo poets,” for making
sententions statements on human life, by an unhappy tendency,
accentuated by a preciosity betrayed by repeated statements of the

theme, to abstract philosophy out of half-realised situations: '
‘@é1en e g0 S5m0,

or again, ‘88 meceaBod
g ST’

We would like 40 conclude these remarks on the poetry with
another on a subject related to it. Most movements which begin
in a reaction of this kind in its natural search for a focal point,
end to solidify into the literary clique. We have no doubt that the
poets of the ‘Peradeniya school’ are well aware of this; but it
must bear mention here, as there can be no more barren organism
than a mutual-admiration society with a dogma of its very own.

We have published here poems which employ both techniques.
Our only te® for inclusion has been that they be fresh, unpreten- l
tious, and carry the impression of genuine perceptions. These are
not essentially critical values by which the relative levels of
success of a poem may be measured. We have indeed neither
insisted upon nor searched for significant statement. This is
essentially minor poetry; but within the limits suggested, ade-
quately communicate such moments of experience as may be
worth recording. The Tamil posts seem to find a common theme
in love, but those writing in English and Sinhalese could hardly be
expected to grant them a monopoly over the subject. Some of the -
English poems are perhaps more sophisticated than this suggests—
and perhaps our apologies for it are due as much to the reader as
t0 the poets. Nevertheless we have some hope that some at least
of these poems will leave the reader the richer for having read them*
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G. K. HATHTHOTUWEGAMA

CONSCIENCE

Swift white night

Swarming mind into eyes

Blinding shapes of light

That turn their whiteness in.

How darkness leaps in the hollow !
Memory stalks the night, and gawky trees
Jump at lightning.

Heaving the monumental moments
Will the sun run ?

Recollections bulge on today’s
Questioning wonder.

Light that brings

Torture of sight,

Loud flare of memory

Searing thro’ wisps of dream,

Muscling into fragile wombs of thought, breed
Tomorrow’s unending yesterdays,—

In the hollows of no slumber

The hounds of night perpetually .
Round the thoughts that cannot wander.

‘Oh wisp of dream,

Shining, golden moth

‘On wings of mountain scale,
From burning mountain—
Fall ?

No fear of knowledge
Tuft in the throbbing foof;
Only a broken stuff of wing!

1

On the rainbow, shoulder-sky I stood
‘When the rains came,—

Naked and glistening—-
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As if T had leapt desire itself,

And lightening struck......

And all the heaving future of a vasty sky
That could fill the several suns of my imaging;,
Slit in shivers.

Swiftly the colours falk

Like broken glass.

Oh eves

Running in to mind,.

Desire going white to the gills,

For memory had forked the night =
Dark as white—

Fear dogging knowledge,

A clump of bone revealed in light,
Naked and glistening in the rain.



AN ELEGY

When first you opened that door
And wished me in,

I didn’t know that you were so,—
And I was no gay wind.

Yet, I thought, being so mustered in

You had something in store.

And soon I sly-ed underway

Thinking I were a venous spring.

You were full of it then ?

Is that why you opened the door ?

I don’t think you should think it sore

That I did not give in to you gaily,

Even if you had held yourself, once, liberally.
‘What you hoarded was a dry waber-trough

- Bedded in a hollow; perhaps, you know that best.

If my guilty presumption eould not gush forth,
T try vet to believe that, at least,

T had dropped some starch

Into that receiving thing,

Perhaps that’s why T did come at all—
Despite your gracelful invitation.

T liked the way I blooded you ;

The chalky creep seemed a gentle nerve.

Now you are filled with it—

Grains of solid grave earth

Heaped upon in monumental courtesy.

But what bites me still

Is my discovery, how late it was:

I was not even the use of a tooth-paste tubs
That greeted you daily.

I think I loved you little,

And you could not love me more.
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We both had a eharity, that's what,—

Having less and less to give.

It shouldn’t surprise you that I should say this

So pat.

T might also say our meeting was a dry joke,

And crack this in the still small voice. .
What a hollow think to say i
T wish you were more gay. ;

Even so

I could blow a pipe to the wind,
And swell still a timely echo.

But, somehow,

T cant help wonder, why

I want you,—so much, no more.—
Even more and more.—

And what. a hollow thing, to say.



b i
SPARLING DE CoOSTE

OF CURVES

The ancient Arab word for ‘sine*
is one which also means
the well-known eurve of
Eve’s breast.

It’s as if the maleness

of the the straighfest ienl
achieves design ;
and the significance

of tangency

only once :

with the perfect curve’s
one caress.
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AgHLEVY HALPE

THE GIRL AT THE LIGHTED WINDOW

The ancient wood, your passion, and your pain,
Philomela, could not come again ;

The fauns have faded from the moonlit glades

Released from the compulsion of the flutes

And the pattern of their dance;

Satyr hooves that drummed among the shades

Are heard no more; the dance or trance

Revives amid night’s gossamer

Smoke, satyrs and nymphs have come '
Among the screens and shaded lamps, are old and dumb.
Perhaps in a fitful calm at three o’clock you’ll see,
Pendant by one claw from the waning moon,

A wild demented bird with staring eyes—

Do you hope still, usurped or obsolete ? Philomela,
Return with your look of yearning, such a look of unshed tears,
Glide, whirl, and posture, under the chandeliers.

POEM

42

Nettled by need, my blood in sick ferment,
I'd fed on dreams of ample allurement :
Feared fruition of flesh, feared commitment
To aftermaths of weary questioning;

Bread in a sunlit garden of the south,

Nimble with youth, your form and feature
Remind of tenderness; in you the creature
Dances a deft pattern of careful nurture—

Denying easy trances of the flesh,

You call my eyes to widely drink the giving

So full in yours ; then kiss and caress thriving
Reveal the word made flesh, the end of striving.



SUSANTHA GOONATILAKE

MORNING

I get up

With the heat of buttered bread

In my head.

And thoughts of rancid women cringing in my lane

But what a lane!

‘What vision

Skim the dawn.

A bird here, a twitter there,

A cloud unfolds the lawn.

And in my eyes, what dreams shape!

Sea how her hips shake.
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PATRICK JAYASURIYA

Man : He had a Blackness
Like a coal-worker beating a penitent earth,
To collect those rages of fires of Hell.

Ghost : ‘I did not understand the blackness
Frightening,
Into shivers, the ignorant child.’

Man : He did not feel the green-ness \
Which lay above, which loved, fondled,
Blue heavens, many beyonds him.

Ghost: ‘But my reach plunged into a heart
Of earth, from which was grasped
®he breathless, brittle life,—mine.’
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FORM

Niobe, the leaves are waving your distracted hair
In the tossing wind, bare

And rivers are running in moan

From world’s eye and groan ;

And eagles rise to destroy.

‘O man look up! pale a.nd'strung,
And woman ery, in all this wrung.

But how lovely the forms

Hunsg in the air,

By soft cireles of vulturing bird’s lines:
At least a destructive pattern
Unindividualistic, woven and won.
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GAMINI SENEVIRATNE

TO GRANDMOTHER

An old voiee keeps calling to me across the garderm,
Through the sunlight in her hair and the leaf-tips
she calls to me ;
And, squatting on the lawn in play, I turn
And look in wonder at the sunlight streaming
in her white strands of hair,

And her smile calling blithely to me ;—
And rising through the gaudy crotons
I leap to her waving white hair
And tender passion lighting through the glass ~—
And the blue grass shatters smiles to her,

springing arise behind me,
Starting against the sunlight, the blue blades,

' lovingly to her.

LETTER FROM MOTHER

46

They got him as he grinned with pleasure
And gwviped his hands and turned and settled down
With a wink at the envious empty whom the post
Brought no communion,—with his packet, turning home.
They made a hell-hole of his mouth, and no mistake.
The teeth went with the brain, and the black
Burnt-out gums shrank like a socket sunk
To hold another eye, as night descended
On bis brow.

It was the surprise hit him.
As the letter fell. They saw his fingers stiffen
‘With fierce possession on the grass ;
He trembled as he fell, and gripped the earth
‘With final heave of thigh, and someone cried,
‘Ride hard, Jim Oedipus, before she takes you in!’



M. I. KuruvILLA

SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENT

She watches her reflection with perfect stance-
Innocent fool, making her debut for the grandees.
The big eved tomcat watches and moans.

In the halls of merriment sit the darkeyed men
Nodding to ladies with their effervescent lust.
The big eyed tomcat watches and moans.

Amidst the raucous noises drippings on the silence
Of the flesh. She has come back with the gridiron
On her loins. The big eyed tomeat watches and moans.

Innocence will become strong with indifference.

That is the rule of the disenchanted.

Let dull eyed eunuchs raise monuments for innocence.
Let the big eyed tomecat watch and moan. °
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N. C. WICKREMESINGHE
SPEECH

He colleets his thoughts _
And carefully strings them together:.

When the moment comes ; ; ; ¥ ”;
The string snaps. ' ' _ ;
His voiee falters : : o

And he delivers to his hearer
Fragments

Of repressed feeling.

JOoy

Lake shadows edged

With a trellis-work

Of trembling ripples.

Messages of joy

Ebbing out of the dark shadows.
Jubilant waves escaping

From a core of darkness..
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