By M. barpiqi?féQam_ier.
Bithop of Colombo‘.‘_ s

. : ‘R“ : . 2

TR

Colombo

fiv “Ceylofl Observer” Press,

+827,

Price HMeventyfive Ceonts,












Af

'.- v "."

NN . e ¢ ’i:ﬁ." = f"
R e B Sl
3 Gt o \e
L S g e ko R s
v ‘\" s = & .-'. .:",‘.., S
¢ i o ] -, . .
2N e T g
a e L el S
5 “ ~ - . [}
Y n > Sk o T
IRISTIANG 55 -
©
1 IH * -.‘“111‘2 i .
7% Y < )
< 4 ) ——
N -
; BY

““Tir. CARPENTER-GARNIER. =,
e Bishop of Colombo.”

B}

oy TOLOMEZ:
Printed at ths “Crglon Observer” Press.

“1927.






5 .
- . ’ biam s ®
. *
7
) ‘ &
- .
® L
g & o
. . . e
- g . g
i * -
. P
* v
e
v 5
.
v
- - >
- . @ g
< - b
<
To

Ture MEMBERS GF

THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION

N CEYLON. .



: °
. N\
A 3
LS Y
. e >
0
> 3
.
@
’
A I8
Ll
. —v
’
Tt )
Y .
> e
5 A0
L]

L]



). 5574
*~, " PRBRACE:

-
~ \ .ﬁ
. | ECE
. € - 4 i =
. v ST v
® T - b=
. . {Ee =
rd ., =
- - .

This little book is the ontcome of a course

. of instruction .in the sacragiental life glven

in Colombo in Lent 1976 and repeated in
Kandy <luring Len% this  year. It whonld bn

«=pead in connection with ¢ gon‘e First Thin®s”,

which was publishedein 1925, l‘hmuO'h a
mistake the addresses were not taken down
“at the time, and consequently 1 have hadeto
Lepwduc(‘ thém as best T could during the
“stress of other work. Pérhaps this may
serve as some excuse for their many and
obvious defects and shortcomings.

Once again my object in giving teaching ia
the Faith has been to invite the members of

X my own Cbmmunion to consider the wonders

of God’s dealings with them, and to realise the
riches of their inheritance. In some quart-

“ers it 1s common to diseredit certain doct-

rines of the historie Church by 1efe111ng to
them as Anglo-Catholic, and it is therely
suggested that they are no corcern of the
Church of England. “1t is my very deep
convietion that in «the providence of “God
it is nothing less than ‘the“whele Faith of the
One Holy Oa‘rhOh( and  Apostolic Church
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*Cemmunion. |, Fvery member of that-Cgm-
munien, therefore, has a rigit to the faith
and practice of the Church-of the ages, it
as he has the responstpility of a place with-
in that august Society.  Accordingly I

address not only those who are known as.

“Anglo-Catholics, But all who are members of
fhe Anglican Communion ; and I o%er them

theke considerafions concerning the life i

grace as within our efpglican fradition and
as uniting us with our Catholic brethren
tleroughout the ages. . We live in days when
we sorely need to avail ourselfes of all the
resources which*Divine Love puts within our®
reach, 1t would be nothing less than a
tragedy were we to live in ignorance of what
God offers us, or to turn away from the
divinely appointed means by which His life
is to invigorate us .
L d

So let us consider afresh some®of the
mysteries and secrets of power, which are.
fundamental in our holy Faith.  TLet us ask
oursedves what is Christian life, and enqutre
once more Jow it is born and presegved,
nourished and sanctifsed.

e i iy e M. C.
September, 1927. :
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Our first task as Christians is to
follow Jesus Christ along the way“of the
Christian life. Now, this is a task full of

difficulty, and, inasmuch as we often’

. fail in cargying it out, we need all the

“help and encouragement that we can find
in order that we may persevere. The
greatest help of all is that which is pro-
vided by God Himself and which comes
to us as we practise our religion. Accprl-
ingly, I invite you to consider afresh the
wonderful resources that He puts at our
disposal in His Church. The general spb-
ject of this course is-the Chr;sflan Life.
In the short time at my disposal I can
only deal with one part of so great a sub-
ject, and the aspect of the Christian life
that I have chosen to put before you is

o
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not the social aspect, with its many cleims -
and duties and responsibilities, nor is it  *
especially the moral aspect, with‘all that g
-is involved in “the acquirement of the
Christian virtues ; but I set before you the
“Ckristain life on its religious side, our life

in the Church, our sacramental life, our
life in Christ. We must begin b>consider-

ing the nature of the Christian life.

1. First of all, is there anything dig
tinctive about it? Tt is commonly sup-
posed that the Christian life is merely any
life that is respectable and kindly, where-
ever it may be found. It is thought to be
life on the natural level, with a certain
amount of observance added to'it, such as.~
attendance at Church on certain oczasions,
and a certain degree of self-restraint in
conduct. In short, the Christian aim i§
stupposed to be the aim of any good man,
no matter to what religion he may belong.
Very often the Christian life is thought of
as a certain standard of morality and duty,
together with the following of a noble ex-
ample, which as a matter of fact is too far
above us to be an inspiration for the ordi-
mary man. In sharp contrast to  such
teaching as this is the teaching of the New

o}
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Tes%ament. Here thg Christian life is seb
before us as something quite unique: it
. is a new thing which has gppeared in the
world ; it is life in Christ? Indeed, we may”
summarese all the teaching of the,Nevg
Jestament concerning the Christian life®in
three wqrd®—union,yith Christ. Here let
me quote’eo you some extracts from the
New Testament to show you what I mean.
Listen first & all to the words of our
“Baviour in the 15th Chapte? of St. John:
2 “‘T am the true Vine, and my Father is
the hushandman. Every branch in me
that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and
every branch that beareth fruit, he purg-
_eth it, thab it may bring forth more fruit.
’ Now ye are clean ¢hrough the word which
I have spoken unto you. Abide in me,
and Iin you. ‘As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the Vine;
no'more can ye, except ve abide in me.* I
am the Vine, ye are the branches. He
that abideth in me, vand 1 in him, the
same bringeth forth, much fruit: for with-
out me ye can do aidthing. ¥ a man
abide not in‘me, he is cast forth as a
branch, and is withered ; and men gather

&~—S3t. John xv. 1-8,
.
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them, and cast thern into the fire,’and
they are burned. If ve abide in me, and
.y words abide in you, ye shall ask what -
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
.:ngein ¢s my Father glorified, thas ye bear
much fruit; so shall Jye be my disciples.&

This same idea of union witd our Lord
#5 the meaning of the Christian life is
brought out again and again by St. Paul
in the Hpistles. Look, for example, at the
12th Ghapter of his 1st Hpistle to the
Corinthians, where he uses the illustra-
tion of the members of a body to show the
relations of Christians to our Lord—b
““Now ye are the body of Christy and mem- _
bers in particular.”” Ok, to see the teach-~
ing still more plainly, you may read the
whole of the Epistle to the Ephesians, and
you may notice specially such words as
these— ¢ ““And you hath he quickened,
who were- dead in trespasses and . sins.
But God, who is #ich in mercy, for his
gréat love wherewith he loved us, even
when we were dead in sins, hath quicken-
ed us together with Christ, (by grace ye

b1 Cor; X1I. 27.
c—Epb: IL 1. 4-6. 12. 13,
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are®saved) ; and hath raised us up to-
gether, and made ug sit together in hea-
~ venly places in Christ Jesus. Ye were .
without Christ being aliens from the com-
monweath of Israel, and strangers from
<he covenants of promise, having ond
hope, ard- Without fod in the world: But ©
now, in CRrist Jesus, ye who sometimes
were far off, are made nigh by the Bloed
of Christ ”’  This great idea has lived all -
down the ages since the day it was first
developed, and spiritual teachers in every
age have taken it and explained it and
have shown the wonder of it. They have *
declared that life in the Christian Church
is life in Ohrist—life lived by the power of
Christs partaking of His grace, His beauty,
JHis holiness. Not only has this teaching
been given, but the immense wonder has
happened that the Christian life haseap-
peared, and, like flowers in the desert,
beautiful characters have ‘sprung up
amidst the vices of tle world in most un-
likely placles. Such, characters have, shown
forth Jesus .Christ. They* ‘have shown
that Christian life is truly life lived in the
living power of Christ. Thank God for
that. I ask you then to face this wonder
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afresh. I ask you to realise that %he
Christian life is something wholly differ-
ent from the best that the non-Christian
world can produee. It is unique; it is

“dzankly supernatural; that is to say, it is

fived by the grace of God. It is not ae
worldly life “decorafed witlt a  certain
amount of Christian obhservanceéand orna-
mented with a certain amount of Christian
phraseology; but it is life“lived on a
different level. <It is not merely life raised™
by culture and refined by education, but
it is life transformed by God’s interven-
tion. It is a life of venture, of aspiration,
ahd of simple dependence upon God. In
short, it is life in union with the living
Christ. Because this isaot realised, men ©
often reject the Christian standards® They
say that they are impossible, and they are.
right, if these standards are to be reached
in cuz own strength; for they are as far
above our natural capacity as would _ be
walking on the water. That indeed is &
good, illustration of ~ the Christian life.
Think, for example, <ot that wonder on
the Lake of Galilee, when- St. Peter
walked towards our Lord. Peter got out
of the boat and, did the impossible thing:
he stood there on the top of the water
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whieh he had so often sailed and fished.
So long as he trusted in our Lord all was
well, but when he realised the fierceness
of the storm that rage@ “about him he-
began tesink. As he sank he did the only
¢hing that was of any use_-he called ouf
to our %ord to sawe him. Now, notfice
what our Tiord did to St. Peter.. He did
not rebuke lim for being so rash as %o
@attempt what was naturglly impossible,
nor did He hold him up by main force
and drag him to the boat; but He took
him by the hand and put him again on
the impossible level, on the top of the
water. That I say is an illustration of
the Christian life Trusting in Christ we
do that which is naturally impossible, we
eset out to live a supernatural life; and
when we fail through sin or through lack
of faith and come to our Lord for &lva-
tior, He does not find fault with us for
attempting anything so tar above our
natural capacity, nor does He compel us
to be good, so that ‘We cannot fail again ;
but He sets us again where we were
before; He sets us again on the super-
natural level of the life 6f grace.

-
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II. Now we come to the se€ond
point. We have seén that Christian life
is unique. Tt is life in Christ. I have
.called it supegngtural, that is life in
grace, life lived by grace, the Qgrace of
Gaod.e Here is a much-used phrase angd
one which ofven corveys nething very
definite .to our minds ¢ T.et us JAen pause
a moment here and try to gain  some
clear thoughts about i, What do we
mean by the grace of God? What is ite
How does it come? What is it for? Here
i8 a definition that is sometimes used by
way of explanation. “The grace of God is
the supernatural gift of God to make us
holy and fo save our souls.””  That is
quite true, but this definition is not dis-
tinctively Christian ; for certainly is is by
divine grace that all good men live and,
act all the world over. This was how
thee Saints of the Old Testament gained
their ‘strength and nobility of character.
It is by the grace of God that good men
live everywhere, nd matter to what reli-
gion they may belong, But something new
came with Jesus Christ: d ‘‘The law was
given by Moses, but grace and truth came

d—St. John 1, 17.

5
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ae I)y Jesus'Christ."’ Here then is a dis-

tinction, for we find ethere are two kinds
of grace. ‘There ig grace that is universal
and there is grace that, @ distinctively.
Christian. Thus we are Thrown back
upon th¥ological terms to make this d‘lso
Bnction clegp—actugl graceeand habitual
grace. & st actusl®grace. By this we
mean all tie helps and iniluences and cir-
cumstances by which God draws meén
@loser to Himself. It is given in a great
variety of ways. For example, through
prayer and Bible-reading, throughsthe in-
fluence and teaching of others, and through
all the varying circumstances of life ; while
you see its results wherever mankind is

«struggling towards God. Secondly, there is
habitusl grace. This came with Jesus
Christ and it is the secret of our closest
relationship with Him. Tt is in fact the
life of God made available for us throsgh
the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Let us
face this. God sees man 1 his weakness
and his sin, and He ‘akes to him this
amazing offer that g may haye his share
in the perfect humanity of Jésus Christ.

This offer comes to us just as and where
we are. It is not reserved for saints and
especially good people ; it 1§ offered freely

®

g



67'\_‘ 5 v L v ¢
L] h g - >
% 3 Lo ] :
Cpabs : : . @
5 . @e . o
10 * &Christian® Life.
€ < e 2 v e
—_— LY $-

. (]
and is available for us all. We ma$® all
share in it, even th8ugh we are the most
ordinary people in the world and have

little or no génius for religion. Dwell,

therefore, upon the wonder of this fact.
“I'kis“grace which we call habitual gracg
gives us a shfre in the present , life  of
Jesus Christ. By nafure we gite in the
hpmanity of the first Adam with all its
characteristics ; its nobility,® its baseness,
its strength, ids weakness, its goodnes®
and its badness. Now Dy grace we are
offered*a share in the life of the second
Adam, and with this we may share also
fts glorious characteristics, its goodness,
its purity, its sanctity, its trgnsforming
loveliness.  Yes, God’segrace makes pos-*
sible nothing less than the transformation
of the human character. So we become
members of Christ. branches of the true
Vire, We are made partakers of grace
and of the divine nature. This is really
offered to us all and is within our reach
day, by day. It i¢ assured to us in the
Church, through theZsacraments. It is
offered to all’ and not one is left out. So
all may benefit by it and be drawn to
Christ. Thus would Christ redeem us
and deliver us from our passions and our
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worl®liness, and save us from our false
values and our unsatisfying aims. He
would teach us the meaning of life and «
make us true men and women. :

. Now, consider the point we hayes
r&ached. The Christjan life is unlque »
it is unid with Chesst. This is possible
by the Graf%' of God. The grace of God is
not only the power by which God draws
23l mankind to Himself, but it is God’s. *
very life made available throuch Christ ;
through sacramental grace we can dive in
and by the life of Christ.

III. This divine offer we must face-
Let us be quite frank with ourselves.
“Hitherto we have failed to realise or appre-
ciate it®as we ought. Either we have
plodded on alone and got thoroughly dis-
heartened, or we have given up all aspira-
tions after higher things and settled down
to live our life on a poor level. We have
said fo ourselves that the Christian life is
too difficult for us, anfl accordingly ,we
have been content wWith respectability and
a conventional -Christianity, ahd have been
governed by worldly standards. But re-
member that it was not for this that
Christ died! It was not necessary that

]
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the Son of God should shed His blod on
the cross in order t¢® make us respectable.
There have been respectable people in
the world sinde defore the flood. Chris
died on the cross to bring sgmething
*within our reach which without Him WS
impossible. Christ déed to msake,us holy.
Yes, this is actually*¥ithin reach—
holiness. Have you seriously faced this?
Are you looking forward wMth confidence
to the conquest of sin? Do you real®
believe that holiness is within your reach?
For here is the good news which Christ
proclaims to all the world, that His life
is within our reach. That is the news
that we may hear and receive,if only we
have hearts and mindg that will not re-*
fuse it. =

.

IV. TFinally, T ask you to think over
yowg relation to this supernatural ventyire
which we call the Christian life. It is so
easy to lose heart gnd to falter and t6 give
up., So then realif® the call of Christ that
comes to you to liveby His grace. You
must come face to face with the Christ of
to-day, and, as you do so, do not fail to
beg for the renewal of trust and hope and

lesire. Of trust, for, remember that He
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kno®s all. He knows the worst of you,
and yet He calls ; He’says you are worthy
of such a vocation. Of hope, for, if He
calls you, you may bescértain He will
never fzsl you. He knows that you can
wach your vocation if you will take “Hin?
at His ;\;ol'c“t- Qi b(i;‘Sil'e; Yor this it is
which muct inspire all effort atter holi-
ness. It was desire for Christ which sgt
St. Peter on%he top of the water on that
Qark, stormy night. So it4s with us. If
it really is desire for Christ that we have
in our hearts we shail think the  effort
worth while in going forward in the Chris-
tian life. <““Lord i it be Thou, bid me
come to Thee.”” Such desire will never
fail to be the sesret of steady persever-
ance. *

o

d_Matthew xiv. 28.
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The nature of the Christiaf life.. &

I. Tt is often Supposed that there is
nothing distinctive about the Chrigtian
life; but in sharp contrast to such an
opinion is the teaching of the Ny Testa-
ment, which presents the Christian lige
as life in ChYist. Thig great wgader we
ought to face afresh., o’

II. Life in Christ is fhade possible
by the grace of God. God’s grace is nct
only power by which He bhelps all mankind
to come to him, but it is God’s very life
made available for us through Jesus
Christ. Through sacramental grace we
can live in and by the life of Christ,

ITI. This divine offer we must face,
for it is an offer to transform our livess
Whoever we are, and wherever we may
be,*6ur Lord puts holiness within  eur
reach, because He puts His life within
our reach, p)

IV. We are thu€called to think over
our relation fo this supernatural venture,
the Chirstian life. We had better begin
by begging our Lord to give us a renewal
of trust and hope and des.ire'.

&
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. The“hristian lide is unique; it is life
in Christ; #ife lived in the power of the
life of God. This fact leads us to a ques-
tgon. ‘ i =
I. Has such a life a home? Jf so,
where is it to be found? If we go to the
New Testament we are not left long with-, <’
out an answer to our question. The
Jiome of the Christian life is the spirit-
bearing, body calléd the Church. In the
New Testament there are no unattached
. Christians. To be a  Christian, to have
received the spirit, to be a member of, the
Church, are all interchangeable telms.
The first description we get of the Church
is to be found in the words, 2°‘They con-
tinued steadfastly  in thg Apostles’
doetrine and fellowship, in ¢he breaking
of the bread and the prayers’. Thus the

- a—Acts I1, 42.°

@
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Church went out into the worlé an
apostolic body, and-Christians were sure
that this was the Lord’s way. For many
centuries ther® was no question about
it. All were agreed that Clrist had
“feanded a society in and through whigh
His gifts to mankine were assuzed and
mediated, and that*He had committed
the care and government of it to His
Apostles and their successors.  From time
to time great.crises arose in the Churck.
In the fourth and fifth centuries there
were aisputes and contentions about our
Lord’s nature and person, but in all these
“controversies there was no question raised
about the home of grace. All were agreed
that the home of the _ Christian life was
the Catholic Church. Then there was the
calamity of the schism between the
Church of the East and the Church of
theWest in the eleventh century. ,At
that time the Eastern Provinces of the
Church repudiated the autocratic claims
of  the Papacy,and communion ceased
between the Kast «md the West. But
again no question was raised about the
home of the Christian life. All were
agreed that this was the Catholic Church.
Next there came the controversies of the

@
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sixt®nth century. Again there was the

rejection of the Papal claim, but now a

new situation was created. Not only was

there a rejection of the claifn of the Pope

to be thesautocratic and absolute ruler of
the Church, but also there was the réjee-°
tion of &hes Catholyg doctfine of the

Church. Oy the Continent of Europe

amany Christians seceded from the Church

and formed tHeir own societies, with an

ofganisation and a ministey set up by

themselves. In England, the Provinces

of Canterbury and York made their pro-

test against the claims of the Pope, but

maintained the ancient faith and struc--
ture of the, Church. This is the key to

the Anglican position. While the Church

of Iingtand repudiated the autocracy of

the Pope it stood deliberately for episco-

pacy: that is to say, it stood for the

inherent authority of the Bishops, which

they jhad received from. the , Apostles.

among whom St. Peter was the Primate

but not the Sovereign. ~Realise then what

happened. TIn the wmaos of that period

the Church of Fngland stood for the

ancient Catholic doctrine of the Church,

as against the new Protestant theories,

and so maintained ifs continuity with the
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past and preserved its pledg® of fufl
sacramental life. Since then much” has
happened, but to-ddy we, who are mem-*
bers of the Church of England, stand for
that for which we have always stood—
the faith of the undivided Chures, and as
“part of it we hold that Christ founded
society, in and through <whiclr His gifts to
mankind are assured and mcdiated, and
that He committed the care of it to His.
Apostles and their successoFs.

II. Now, this really matters. In
speaking of this subject I am not merely
putting before you the dry-bones of con-
Sroversy. I am referring to a matter of
vital importance. This is often not rea-
lised. Men become impatient~ with the_
doctrine of the Church. In fact we are
witnessing to-day something like a revolt
against institutional religion. People say
frankly they take no interest in the
Church, and it does not matter to what
Christian body one belongs. T ask- you
to face the fact that a great deal is at
staxe. bTake an illuctration. Somebody

b—For this illustration, and for a good deal of
the thought of this Instruction, [ am indebted
to a sermon ﬁreaqhed by Prebendary H.F. B,
Mackay in All Saints’, Clifton, aad printed in
the Parish Magazine, April, 1916.

-




., . -
\ . » . 2
- i . =

~ )

- The Home of the Clristicn Iife, 19~

comés to you and tellz you that you have
inherited a fortune, and that a lakh of
rupees is waiting for you ia the Mercan-
tile Bank. As you start off in great
excitement to claim your heritage, _a
second person comes to you «nd says that
it is quite true yow-have inherited this
fortune though you will not find it in the
Mercantile Benk; you will find it scat-
tered along the Galle Face. When you
are in perplexity between your two infor-
mants a third comes up to you and says
with an engaging smile, ‘““Really it does
not matter where your fortune is so long -
as you have got it.”” I do not think you
will ‘reecive this third gentleman with
much patience! Now, brethren, we have
inherited a fortune beyond anything we
can ostimate in value, the grace of God,
and this fortune of our’s matters. Wkare
is it assured to us? Where is it guaranteed ?
Where is its home? The answer is, the
home of the grace of Cod is the Church
. of the Creeds, the One, Holy, Catholic,
Apostolic  Church, founded -by Jesus
Christ, a divine gociety, which is the as-
sured sphere of the Grace of God. For
this we stand with that great company of
Christians throughout the world which

(



~.29 - Christian Life:

has retained the Creeds and preserved the
line of Bishops. In support of what I have
been saying I_will quote the words of a
great Archbishop of Canterbury, who died
<at the beginning of this century, “'rederick
Témple. Preaching at the Congecratiin
of Truro Cathedra’ in Cornwall, the
Archbishop made the folloving import-
&nt statement :— :
¢ ““Men talk sometimes as if a Church
could be constituted simply by Christians
coming together and uniting themselves
into one Body for the purpose. Men
-speak as if Christians came first and the
Church after; as if the origin of the
Church was in the wills of th& individual
Christians who composed it. But_on the
contrary, throughout the teaching of the
Apostles we see that it is the Church that-
comes first, and the members of it after-
wards. Men were not brought to Christ
and then determined that they would
live in a commanity. Men were not
brought to_Christ to believe in Him and
in His Cross and to0 recognize the duty
of worshipping the Heavenly Father in

-

c—Temple in- ““T'welve Sermons Preached at
the Consecration of Truro Cathedral.”

. e
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His~Name, and then decided that it would
be a great help to théir religion that they
should join one another in that worship,
and should be united in_tlie bonds of fel-
lowship _for that purpose. In the New
Tastament, on the contrary, the Kingdem”
of Heaven is already in existence and men
are invited nto it- ~The Church takes its
_origin not in the will of man, but in the
“will of Jesus Christ. He sent forth His
Apostles: the Apostles recerved their com-
mission from Him; they were not or-
gans of the congregation, they were
ministers of the Lord Himself. He sent
them forth to gather all the thousands
that they sould reach within this Fold;
“but they came first, and the members
came afterwards; and the Church in all
its dignity and glory was quite indepen-
dent of the members that were brought
within it. Everywhere men are cailed
in; they do not come in and make the
Church by coming. They are called into
that which already “exists; they _are
recognized as members when ‘they are
within ; but their membership depends
upon their admission, and mot upon their
constituting themselves into o body in the
sight of the Lord.”

The Home of the Clristian Lite. 21 _
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Then after nsisting upon the import-
ance of teaching what the Church of the

New Testament really is, ana pointing out

how in every age it is the home of the

Chrigtian life, the Archbishop continues:

“F is for this that we insist upon the

succession of the miyiStry, because we

find the Church from the very beginning

gwowing out of the ministry. The purpose-
of that succession is to link The Church of

the present, ffom generation to genera-

tion, back. by steps that cannot be mis.

taken, %o the first appointment of the

Apostles of the T.ord.”

" That the Archbishop 1s stating here

that which really matters, is sarely clear
to us all. Moreover, that he is here stat-

ing what is the belief of the Church of

Lingland is plain from the preface 4o the

Ordination Services in the Prayer Book,

the Brst paragraph of which runs as fol.

lows:— :

“It is evident untc all men
diligently reading  {he holy  Serip-
tures  and | anciftt  authors  that
from the Apostles’ time there have
been these Ordérs of Ministers in Christ’s
Church ; Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.
Which Offices were evermore had in such
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reve.:nt estimation, that no man might
presume to execute any of them, except
he were first called, tried, examined, and
known to have such qualities as are re-
quisite for the same ; and also by public
Prayer, with imposition of Hands, we.e
approveC. ard acmitted thereunto by
lawful Auchority. a&f@d therefore, to the
intent that these Orders may be continued._
and reverently-used and esteemed, in the
Crurch of England ; no man shall be ac-
counted or taken to be a lawful Bishop,
Priest, or Deacon in the Church or Eng-
land, or suffered to execute any of the
said Functions, except he be called, tried,
examined, and admitted thereunto, ac-
vording to the Form hereafter following or
hath had formerly Fpiscopal Consecration
or. Ordination.”’

_Such a position we must maintsin.
It has cost much in the past. the martyr-
dom of a King and an Archbishop, the
suffering of faithful sours, the distress of

- many of the best Chrisdians who have ever

lived; and so it will alwsys-be. It costs
us much to-day, and, not least, the dis-
tress of being separated from so many
who are in love with the Christians ideal.
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Why, they say to us, why not have inter-
communion and intér-change -of minis.
ters? Why stand aloof in this way? Why
not join us in a federation of all Christians
who are not Roman Catholies? ~There is
dirficulty indeed in refusing this invitz-
tion of devout Christians ; yeb tu act as
if faith and order were not of vital con-
sequence would be to be unfaithful to our.
trust. Moreover, it would be to fail in
making our contribution to the Christian
experience and to Christian life in the
world fo-day. Remember we have a de.
finite contribution to make which we
‘believe we are called by God to make. We
can contribute a form of Catholicism
which, while it is rootec in and dependent-
upon the ancient faith and structire of
the Church, is yet non-papal, is free to
receive and assimilate the assured results
of stience, philosophy and scholarskip,
and appeals to the Scriptures as its tests
of what is essential to the faith. Such a
consribution is of real value, but it can
only be made if we-are faithful to that
which we have received,

IIT. Remember what lies behind all
our controversies. It is J}he religion of

©
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Jesus Christ. What kind of religion do
we need? We need ‘vne that brings wus
into touch with the Christ of to-day, for
we stand in need of redemption. We re-
quire the touch of Christ to raise us from
orr worldliness and our sin. We ery odt”
for fello.vship, for-we are very lonely in -
the face of our temptations, our SOITOwsS,
our trials. Beyond all, we need a way to
God that is sure, along which we can press
without fear of going astray. Such a re-
ligion exists and is offered to us all. It
came with Jesus Uhrist, it has continued
with Jesus Christ, it is found in its fulness 2
and completeness in the Church of the -
Ages. We who give ourselves to the .
Church’s system find the way prepared

for us and assured. Here is the sphere

and the home where Christ is at work.

Here He deals with us and teaches us

anc. offers us His friendship. This is~the
religion of the Church because it is the
religion of Jesus Christ. Sometimes we

are accused of loving “the Church more

than we love our Lord; and -vet at the

heart of the Church is the living Christ.
4““Christ who loved His spouse the

d—Ephesians V. 25. Compare Prayer in Mar.
riage Service.
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Church and gave Himself for it, lcving
and cherishing it even as His own flesh.””
¢ ““Christ purchased the Church with His
own blood.”” -No wonder then that we
love the Church of Christ. But we do so
“orly bécause we first love Him. :

1V. From time %o time therc is need
to stress particular doetrines of the Chris-
tian religion. The time has come now
when we must stress the doctrine of the
Church. This is a difficult thing to do,
There is a tendency to-day to be easy-
going in these matters and indefinite in
¢« _what we believe. We like to think, when
we are vague, that we are being broad-
minded, and we flatter ourselves that this
is the proper temper for modern ways or
thought. In this connection it might be
well to remember some words of Mr. C.
K. Chesterton, f “Nobody understands
the nature of the Church or the ringing
noke of the Creed, descending from anti-
quity, who does not realise that the whole
world once very “nearly died of broad-
mindedness and the brotherhood of all re-
ligions.”” Secondly, it is difficult to stress

-

o—Acts XX, 98.
—Chestert«n “The Everlasting Man”. Page 02,
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the weaching about the Church because it
emphasises our divisions. When we see
the Christian lives and devoted service of
those of non-episcopal bodies we long for

union anc fellowship with them ond for

the healing of our divisions. Yet we can-
not honestly suggest_that there are no
vital differern.ces dividing us. We believe
that the Church is a dume institution :
tharefore we must stand by its faith and
structure. Moreover, we believe that in
the Church there is s fulness and a rich-
ness of sacramental life such as cannot
be found elsewhere. Thus we have to
maintain our position though it causes us
to be misunderstood and even suspected
of being unsympathetic with the efforts
and the devotion of those whom we deeply
respect and admire. But in addition to
these difficulties there is yet another.
There is the fact that there are many
within the Anglican Communion who hold
a different view of the Church from that
- which I have now put hefore you. These
people are influenced, 1 think anduly, by
a Protestant conception of the Church
which seems inconsistent with the vre-
ligion for which we stand. For, I submit,

(
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that when we give full weight to the veach-
ing of Seripture, the witness of history
and the statements of our formularies, we
cannot do ofherwise than stand for the
belief_that Christ founded a society in and
t’hloucrh which His gifts to mankind are
assured and mediatéd; and -that-He com-
mitted the care and goVverrment of it to
-His Apostles and theu' successors. Yes,
certainly, there are difficulties, and it will
cost us much to hold fast that which-we
have received. Yet is is a great privilege
and honour to suffer, if need be, for the
truth. In His providence God has given
us our part to play and a definite place to
fill, but we can only fulfil our vocation as
we are loyal to the faith, devoted to our
principles, and faithful fo the trust whick
we have received from Him,

-

SEYA
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1. In the New Testataent it is clear that
the home of the Christian life is the spirit-
bearing body called the <hurch. For
many centuries after Pentecost it was

agreed by all Christians that Christ nad -

founded 2 sc-iety in and through which
His gifts to markina were assured and

mediated, anc that He had committed the .

care and goverament of it to His Apostles
ar.l their successors. It was for this
position that the Church of England stood
in the sixteenth century when, ia re-
pudiating the autocratic claims of the

Pope, it deliberately retained episcopacy - =~

and the,anc‘ient faith of the Church.

TI. -"This belief in the Church is of first-
rate importance, for it matters vitally
whether or no God’s gifts of grace are
assured  and  guaranteed to  us, We
have always taken the position that the
Church is a divine society and-the home
of grace, and this positicn we must main-
- tain at all costs. - ¥

III. Behind all controv,e_réy is the re-
ligion of Jesus Christ. We need to be put
into saving relationship with Him and by
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His grace brought into union with -dod.
This need is met m the Church, where we
are promised, and gain, vital contact with
the Christ of to-day.

- JIY. "In face of the common unbelirf,
it is our duty and our privilege at-the pre-
sent time to stand [oyally for that faith
in the Church of the Ages, “which is de-
clared to be an integral -part of the
Christian’s creed. 5

NOTE.—There are two things very near
to the heart of Jesus Christ—1, that all

“His disciples should love one another ;

and therefore every trace of bitterness
should be eradicated from our hearts:; 2.
that all who believe in Him may be
united ; and therefore we must persevere
in pdhent worle and prayer for this end.
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1. The Chusch s the home of the
Christian lite because at the heart of it
“there is the Christ of to-day. He is the
Caviour of all men, and is carrying on His
work in many ways ; but there is a sphere
in which we are sure of finding Him, and
there are ways by which we know we have

contact with Him. It is about some of -~

these ways that I wish to speak to you.
Tet me begin by reminding you of certain
points- about our Lord’s work.

(1) Christ is dealing with souls to-day
as He has always dealt with them. He is
dealing with them not in crowds but one
by one. He redeems each soul-separately,
and He offers His grace_to each single one.
We ghall be wise to pause here in order to
consider this. Often wher we think of
the great multitudes throughout the world
we are inclined to suppose that God loses
<ight of us; we are afraid that we are lost
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In the crowé. But this is not so. There

. are no crowds with God. Each one of us
stands out separately and singly as if God
had no one elsc for whom to care, and it

- is-each one separately and singly with
whora cur Lord deals. % -

- (2) To Zet God’s grece -is of
vital  importance, ~for - it -is the
only way we know of bemg right with
Him. For this reason it i not left to
chance. There are promised channels by
which God’s grace flows to us, and these
channels are called sacraments. Tt is just
as reasonable that this should be so as that

~ you should have a regular system for
your supply of water. You might indeed
leave your water supply to chance, but-
you know that the only wise course to
follow is to have your house connected
with an assured system. So when we
thinlt about God’s supply of grace to us
we find that there is a regular plan by
which His grace may come to us, and we
realice that this is wholly and entirely rea-
sonable ard -in acecrdance with what we
know to be fitting..

(3) The Sacraments are outward
acts by which God’s grace is given
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to us, ~“Notice two points  about
them. They fit in with all that we know
about our Lord. Think of the Christ of
yesterday. At DBethlehem He was born
into this world and came with true human-
nature. As we see Him going ouf to.His
work we realise that He is living and ae-
ting according to a frue humanity. More-
over, we see that often He does His work
-by means of simple, common, outward
acts. He heals the leper throughi the
touch of His hand. He uses loaves and
fishes for feeding the multitude. He
makes clay to put on the blind man’s eyes.
He brings healing and peace to the sin-__ ~
ner’s soul by spoken words. The Christ
of to-day iz the same as the Christ of
yesterday, and in-His dealings with souls
He is making use of the same method. We
too who live in the twentieth century may
have experience of the touch of Christ.
-Then, notice also that the sacraments ex-
actly suit our nature. We are not purely
spiritual beings; we consist of body as
well as soul. Tkere is an outward-and
there is an inward part to our nature.
Even so God meets us. With the out-
ward and the inward part-of His sacra-
ments He adapts His manner of working
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to suit the outward and the inward arh
of our life.. But son.eone says, cannot we
have a purely spiritual religion? No, I
replys not if you want the Christian re-
ligion ; for at the heart of our faith there
-is_tLe tremendous fact that the Word was
- made flesh, and that 2act colrurs ~nd in-
fluences all that we know, _all that we be-
lieve, all that we practise in Zae Christian
réligion. . ¢
(4) Thus  Christ is at work to-
day and thus He offers Himself to us all.
He is present in the power of the Holy
" ~Ghost. He is still incarnate. He still
lives and aets and saves according to a
true manhood. He gives to ug points of_
contact with Himself in'a way to suit our
nature, so that going to the sacraments is
truly going to the Christ of to-day. 1In
sayirg these things I am not for a moment
losing sight of the intimate relationship
of the soul with Christ in the Spirit. I
desire to stress this most emphatically ;
but T am speaking pow-of the manner in
which we share in sacramental grace, and
I have to show you that there is a pro-
mised way by which we are to be par-
takers of the divine life.
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_II. Remember what it is that our
Lord has to do in order to save us. He
must deal with human nature as He finds
it and He finds it sinful.- This is a fact
which cannot be explainéd away, and with
which man is powerless to deal. - IC hac
often heen supposed that sin would dis- o
appear with the aavance of civilisation ;
but experierce has taught us that this is

"not so. We know that the worst depra-
ity can exist with the highest civilisation.
and the most degraded wickedness can ac-
company advanced education. Certainly
we can do much to improve the conditions
of living, and by education we can help tc-= ~
bring enlightenment to our fellow crea-

_tures ; but by such means we®can never
really. deal with the root of the matter.
We can effectively lessen the opportuni-
ties for the commission of gross sin, but
having done so we must still reckon with
such spiritual sins as blasphemy and
pride, avarice and hatred. Mozeover, it is
not merely a questior of the sin of in-
dividuals ; it is & question in which the
whole human race is inveolved- As we
look out over the human race and take a
broad view of it, we cannot avoid the con-
viction that there is something wrong with
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humanity as & whole. It seems to be ut
of gear, hampered ard hindered in going
forward towards its true destiny. As we
look back over history we find the same
tragic mistakes being made and the seme
-sastcous failures taking place. In view
- of this, humanity is powerless; it s un-
able to find a way or relemption and
peace. This is the situation. - What does
our Lord do whern He meets :t? He takes
drastic action. He says, 2““Ye must be
born again.”” In effect our Lord says,
““The harm has gone too far for mending,
. Yyou must have a new principle of life.
~You need a new start, you must be given
fresh power. You have been born into a
share of the humanity of the first Adam _
and therefore you have been enfeebled and
have been hurt by sin. The evil has gone
so far that there is no human remedy for
you. ~There is hope for you, but there is
-only one hope. You must be born into a
share of the humanity of the second
Adam ; you must Fe incorporated into a
new stock: you must be put into a new
stream of life, and placed in such a posi-
tion that you can draw upon My good-

a—5%t, John IIL. 7.
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ness.””  For this all-important work our
Lord has a plan. Thaere is no doubt about
it, and no uncertainty. It must take place
at a definite time at a dednite place in a
definite_way. Tn order that this may be
50 there must be an outward det which
can nelp our feeble faith~and assure us -
that He-is acwualry dealing with us. This
outward acv must be made powerful by the:
Holy Spirit =o that in very truth God may
“deal with our nature. This redeeming act
is done in Baptism, in which water is the
outward act, and the spiritual operation
is a new birth. So we are made par-
takers of the life of Christ. =255

IIT. Next I must ask you to remember
certain points. First of ail, Baptism is
_ not magic. In Baptism we are not given
transformation into holiness but regene-
ration into a new life. Perhaps tle best
illustration of it is found in the planting
of a seed. There can be no sudden trans-
formation of the seel into a full-grown
tree ; but with the planting of the seed
there is the possibility of mew life and,
granted the respense of the soil, the tree
may grow up in all its strength and beauty
in good time. So whenthe seed of new
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life is planted in our hearts there is all*the
possibility of the life of Christ being form-
ed in us; but we must respond, and the
nature of our response may be summed up
in the two words—Repentance ad Faith.
In -the case of an infant this responsc is
promised for him by those Who are to
watch over and care for hiz training. Yet
even so the new birth takes place. The -
first words that are said in the Baptisma®
Service after the child has been handed
back tc the God-parent are: “*Seeing
now that this child is regenerate.”” The

- -oirth has taken place into the heavenly

kingdom. The new life has been given.
No doubt it may be neglected “and for-_
gotten and even misused, but it is there.
The life has been born. It has happened.
once and for all, and therefore it cannot
happcn again, nor can the soul be as if it
had not happened at all. One baptism is
sufficient to-bring us within the sphere of
Christ’s salvation. and for that gift of life
the soul must answer for all eternity.
Secondly, rem-mber that baptism opens
the way to greit possibilities. In = the
New Testament we are told again and
again that by baptism we are brought in-
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to Christ,band therefore all the new capa-
cities are put within gur reach. There is
the capacity for holiness. In the words of
the Catechism, we are givea ‘‘a new birth
unto righteousness.”” This means that the
Christian- character is within oue r.ach.
We car grow up in the likewess of Christ
if we will, This ks been proved con-
stantly durirg the long ages of the Chuis-
“tian experience, and  this capacity 18
Jd>ubtless within our reach. Now, it 1s
very important that we should face this.
Remember that Christ is in the heart of
the baptised unless He 1s driven out by

downright bad sin. It is all the more im- - ~

portant to face this because of the pre-
vailing discouragement and lack of hope
in faca of the Christian standard. ~We
constantly hear men saying that the
Christian  ideal is too high for them.
Notice what this really means. It means
that they have no real trust in the grace
of God. Tt means that they have not
grasped the wonder of the divine life
which has been made available for them by
Christ Himself, Think the.—of Christ’s
promise and renew your Jiope. Besides

b—e.g.—, see Galatians TUL. 7. ?
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this capacity for holiness there is alse th
capacity for life in-the kingdom of God.
Our Lord says, c’Except a man be
born again he-cannot see the kingdom of
God Except a man be borr of water
-apd-the Spirit he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.”” by- Baplism -we can
enter and penetrate and enjoy-the king-
dom of heaven. This is or a line with
what is necessary for the -penetration of
other spiritual kingdoms, such as music
and art. There are some people of whom
we have to say that they have no soul or
capacity for such things. These kingdoms
are closed  to them. There are others
who have the gift of entrance in a varying
degree, and this gift can be developed and
trained until it reaches 1ts highesv capa-
city. So it is with the kingdom of hea-
ven. . By nature our capacity has been
lost- By the grace of God it is restored.
We are given the capacity for entering
into the kingdom of God and finding our-
selves at home there. We are endowed

with the seed = #gith and are admitted -

into the divine school where we may
learn how to become proficient .in the

¢—St. Johu ITI. 3and 5.
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things of God. Realise then the tremen-
dous importance of cultivating the gift.
How often we find children being cared
for with the utmost thoughtfulness in all
that concesns their bodies and theiramids,

bmgrgvely neglected in that part of ther ~

nature, “the rnost Tirportant of all, with
which they miglit penetrate into the king-
dom of God. Thirdly, remember that
baptism has its complement, and that is
confirmation. By the seven-fold gift of
the Holy Spirit, given through the lawng-
on of the Bishop’s hands, the tender
growth of the Christian life is fostered
and strengthened so that the Christian
character may be formed and developed
in  security.  Therefore  Confirmation
ought not to be deferred. It should be
grven as early as possible in a child’s life.
4o that when it goes out to engage™ in
warfare against evil it may have all®the
armour that Christ provides in His
C‘*hureh. :

IV. 1In conclusionyTmu~—1refer to a
common questlon and make a suggestion.
The question is this, what al out those who
are not baptised? = We shali be wise if we
refuse to pass jidgment upon them. Let

A
N\
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- us leave that to God. So far as we are

concerned we know that Baptism is neces-
sary, and we know that the unbaptised
are not members of the visibie church ; but
as to their state only God can ki.ow what
it -is.  Let us then leave it at that. 1y
suggestion is that you -should reconsider
the wonder of Baptisnt. Read right
through the Office in the Trayer Book for.
administering Baptism. D¢ your utmost
to resist the modern tendency to reduce
this holy sacrament to a mere form.
Remember it is the birth of the Christian
life and the way to all the  glories of

“life in Christ.

-
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I. At the heart of the Church is the
Christ of to-day. He is carrying on His
worlk of redemption by drawing souls one
by one into right relationship with the
Father by His grace. His gifts of grace
are as-ured_to 1s-by pronrtised channels
called sacramerts, —and these fit in with

“all that we xnow of our Lord’s incarnate
life and with-all that we know of our own
rature.

11. Our Lord has to deal with
human nature as He finds it, and He
finds it sinful. This is a fact which can-—
" mnot be explained away, and it does mnot
ield to any human remedy. Our Lord
Himself declares that if we are to be
vedeemed from its power we must be born
again into the life which He himself will
supply. This is our only hope of recemp-
tion, and the door of this hope is open to
us in Holy Baptism. -

IIT. Baptism gives = not transform-
ation, but regeneration. -1t brings us
within the spheve of salvition, where, if
we respond, we can grow up in the like-
néss of our Lord. It puts within our
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reach great possibilities, notably» f;hb'
3 b&pa.clty for holinesz and the capacity for
life in the kingdom of God. Its comple-
ment is Confirenation, whereby strength is
given to enable the young Christian 1116
o gu~on to mdtunty

-~ /

IV. As regards wme e state- of those
who are not baptised, we leave this in  the
Hands of God, for only He can know what
this is. For ourselves. we ought to = re-
consider the wonder of Baptism and value
it as the birth of the Christian life and
the way to all the glories of lite in Christ.
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- I. Our voecation is to live in union
with Jesus Christ. For this, ample pro-
vision is made in the Church. The first
step towards the realisation of it is Holy
Baptism, by which the way is opened for
us into the heavenly places and the great
possibilities of the Christian Life are
brought within our reach. The effect of
Paptism is as if the soul is admitted to
a cirels of light where all the benefits and
blessings of Calvary are brought to bear
upon it. The Christian aim is to keep
within this circle of light. There could be
no aim greater than this for the younger
members of the Church, that tney may
live all their life in the °ght of friendship
with God. This aix %zs offsn been
achieved- Souls have livea from the
beginning to the end of “cheir earthly
experience in the light of the grace of
God. The secret of this achievement is
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. divine power being met and respended
to by a ready will. ~Consider the blessings
of such a state of grace. It represents
the triumph of our Lord’s redemption of
the human race. But for most_of us our

- evperience has brought us much sadness.
We know only too Well hew easy it is
to get wrong with God, and we have rea-
lised the bitterness of sm. Christian
teaching tells wus that there is such a
thing as “‘sin unto death,’” 2 that is to say
sin that does to death the divine life of
Christ-in our souls. The effect of such
sin is to press us back out of the circle of

" light into the surrounding darkness, and
thus to place an impediment upon all
Christian = growth. This, indeed, is the
greatest calamity that can happen to any
human being. It is very difficult for vs
to realise that this is so, because of the
prevailing tendencies in the world around
us. We grow sadly accustomed to condi-
tions in which the Christian ideal is re-
fused or ignored, Christian morality is
scorned,~~ud G<2 i3 neglected or forgot-
ten. As we 1aeet such conditions we are
tempted to lower our standard. We find

a TJdohnV 18
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ourserves being infected with the poison -

of the world’s point of -view. We need to
remember therefore that there is only onc
way to measure the sinfulness of sin. We
have to ccone face to face with the Cross
of Tesus Christ. As we face it we rec-
lise afresh that grave sin is nothing less
than a refusal and rejection of God, while
all sin is contrary to love and every sin-.
ful act may be-described as an act of un-
love. Our supreme need in face of these
facts is sorrow for sin. Where there is
sorrow there is always hope, for true sor-
row brings us tc our Saviour and sets us
on the way to recovery. But supposing
our conscience aceuses us cf sin and will
not be silenced, how can we get right with
God? “We cannot do so through the mere
passing of time. Supposing some white
material in your possession becomes
stained with black marks, these marks will
not be removed after pufting away the
material in a drawer [or several - months.
They must be dealt with ~ne by one be*ore
they can be removed.- Hor car we get
right by anything which we vurselves can
do. Not our good deeds, nor our benefac-
tions, nor our efforts in social service can
be of any avail t9 cleanse our consciences
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- from the sfain of sin. There is only one

cure for the soul that is in this state; it
must come under the cleansing touch of
the Christ of to.day. It needs the per-
sonal_application to it of divine pardon.
“Turough Holy Baptism we are brou_nt
within the sphere of His promises and if
we are sorry for sin we cin be absolutely
certain that our Lord is waiting to cleanse-
us and purify us completely. We can he
certain that perfect contrition will never

- fail to win the pardon of God. But sup-

posing ~we are wrong with God and the
grace of Baptism has been violated, is
there a promised way bick ? We know
that Baptism 1s the promised way by
which the soul is cleamsed from sin anda
brought into saving relationship wifh our
Lord ; but Baptism can take place only
once 4n a lifetime. What then of those
sins which happen affer Baptism? Is
there for sin after Baptism the assurance
of cleansing as complete and absolute as
that given by Ba tism _itself? Is there
an assurée way back dinto o right relation
with God when that relation has been
violated and broken by grave sin? The
answer to such questions is found in the
Chureh’s teaching concerning absolution.
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Absorution ig the touch of Christ whereby
the penitent soul is cléansed. It is as if
the penitent were laid at the feet of Our
Lord and received from Eim His Worc‘r’of
cheer, “Tl.y sins are forgiven tihze.’
Wkat_more blessed state could there be
for ar?’ soul than this, to be thus brought
back into & statd of light and grace with
God through the personal action of Jesus-
Christ upon its life?

II. Let us then consider the gift of
absolution. This is a very gracious gift
of God, but often it hag been the centre of
bitter controversy. Many questions are
constantly asked about it, and frequently
the practice of ‘seeking absolution has
been attacked. Perhaps I can deal with
this subject most effectively at this point
by means of questions and answers.
Accordingly I will imagine that an -in-
quirer has come to seek information on
this subject, and that T am to r'{eal with
his difficulties.

4 Q. I have heard :3u spe_el;*/o'fﬂ the
gift of absolution. Will you tell me
how it can be obtained?

A. To obtain the gift of absolution
we make confesqion of our sins. To do
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B - this we seek the guidance of the Holv

Spirit and then examine our conscience.

When we have found out how we have

- sinned we confess our sins to God in the

_prescacs of a priest, and we receive from

him, if he is satisfied with our peni‘sice,

the personal gift of ~absolution, which
cleanses our souls from guilt.

= Q. But I could never hold W]“’h

. that, and I feel quite sure that my rela-
tions would never approve of it!

N A. T must pomt out to you that
what really matters is not what you like
nor what appeals to your friends, but
what is really true. “You must eonsider
whether absolution is true or not. Mean-
while T must remind you that even if you
do ot hold with confession and absolu-

i Church of England does hold

B o nob. - I have always -
been= tald  that' 1L* is” only the Roman
(‘atglms who o .suoh things.

ﬁ No, uhnre you are really mis-
taken. rnConfessmn and absolutlon have

LNNIVWEL0C2
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“bees used by = Christians all down the -
ages ever since our Jord gave His com-
mission to His Church. Remember what
He said, b ‘“‘As my Father hath sent Me
even so send T you. Receive ye the Holy
Ghost. ~ Whosoever sing ye remib’ they-
are. Femitted unte - them and whosoever -
ging ye retain taey are retained.”’

Following upon that great commis-
son to His Church there has been the
consistent use of this means of grace By
the Apostolic Church throughout the cen-
turies and what the Catholic Church has
always taught the Church of England has -~
retained. Here let me refer you to the
title page ~of the Prayer Book. ‘‘The
book of Common Prayer and administra-
tion of the Sacraments and other rites
and ceremonies of the Church according
to the use of the Church of Englend.”
So we have the whole Church and & parb
of the Church. I repeat the Church of
England retains what the whole Church

-~ has over taught and practised. ¥

Q- Bub I confess to God and not to
a man.

Fo b—8t, Jolm XX, 21-23.
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2 A. Let me try and explain. wnat 3
mean about thig by an illustration.

. +° Imagine two young men in the days

of our Lord’s ~earthly ministry walking
together one day and talking of what they
~hod heard Christ saying to the peopla._As
they talk they make up their minds that
they must try and carfy out His teaching.
Then in the course of their Wwall they see
our Lord not far from them sitting under"
a palm tree, and one says to the other
© that he is going up to Chust and is going
to confess his sing to Him, because he
~ Wwants to hear our Lord say to him what
He said to some one else a few days be-
fore, ““Be of good cheer, thy cins are for-
given thee.”” But his vompanion says ke
does not think he can do this, but he will
go to the other palm tree over yonder,
quite-by himself, and there he will con-
fess his sins to God alone. So they go
their different ways, one to the palm tree
where Jes 1s is and the other to the palm
tree =lone; and they both confess their
sins as fuuy as they-can. Now, it is easy

¢—Many years ago 1 heard Prebendary Mac-
kay use this illustration in All Saints, Magaret
St, I have uged i* frequently since then, and now
at length make this tardy acknowlsdgement.
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40 see which of the two did the braver -

thing, for there is no doubt it is harder
to confess one’s sins in the presence of
another than to confess *hem by oneself.
But not cnly did the youth who weutb to
Christ do the braver thing, he_ also did tue~
better ™ thing, because he went to the
authority upon the ~earth whom God had
appointed to deal with sin. ¢ “‘The Son of
Aan hath power on earth to forgive sins.”’

“ Possibly you hardly see at present how

this illustration will help you. It helps
in this way. Our Lord deliberately hand-
od over this authority for dealing with
«in to His Church when He gave the
commission_to. His Apostles to which 1
have already referred. Thus the Church
is the” authority upon earth for dealing
with sin, and when we confess our sins
in the presence of the Church weo are
able to receive the gift of absolution
which our Lord has committed to her.
Since it would mean great cc afusion if
_every member of *he Church was fre2 to
administer this authority, certaix persons
have always been appoinved to do this

v de8 Y Matt: IX. 6.
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- on behalf of the whole body. Those ap*

~a. their Ordination..

pointed in this way were first the Apost-
les and then those who have succeeded
the ApostlesT Now the authority is
passed_on to the Priests by tke Bishops

Q. But do you -mean to say the

Church of FEngland teaches that the

Clergy have authority to give this glft of
absolution ?

A. Yes, certainly; and I would
remind you that every time you go to
Morning or Evening Prayer you may
hear a statement to this effect, ‘‘He
hath given power and commandment o
His ministers to declare and proxounce
to His people being penitent the absolu—
tlon and remission of their sins.’

Q. But when is this authority
given?

At is as I_sdy conferred at the -
Ordination of Priests. You will find
this in the Ordinal in the Prayer Book.
At the moment of Ordination when the
Bishop’s hands are laid upon the head
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of thie Deacon being ordained Priest, the -
Bighop says these Wwords, ‘‘Receive the
Holy Ghost for the office and work of a
Priest in the Church cf God now com-
mitted uwto thee by the imposition of
our. hands. Whose _sins thcu dost ~ fc-
give, they are forgiven ; and whose sins
thou dost retain, they are retained. And
be thou a faifhful Dispenser of the Word
of, Gody, and ~of His holy sacraments ;
Tn the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.”’ 3

Q. But surely the Prayer Book _-
says nothing whatever about private
Confession?. Is not the authority of
wnich you have~ now spoken only for
giving the general absolutions - in
Ghurch?

A Tn answer to that question let
me ask you first of all in what other
way could sins be ‘retainel’ except
. after a particulas confresion of *kem?
Tndeed how else could the great gift of
absolution be given for personal sins un-
less by confession of his sins the peni-
tent shows that he has the right disposi-
tion for receiv.ng it? But as to the
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vate confession 1 would refer you to the
service for the Visitation of the Sick.
Here you will read, ‘“Here shall the sick
_persc.d - be moved to a specidl Confes-
sion of his sms, if he-feels his conscience
troubled with any - woighty matter
After which Confession, the Priest shall

absolve him (if he humbly and heaftily

desire it) after this sort. “‘Our Yord

- Jesus Christ, who hath left power to

His Church to absolve ali sinners who
truly repent and believe in Him, of His

~ great mercy forgive thee thine offences,

and by His authority committed to mej
I absolve thee from all thy sins, in tka
Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” I ar
sure ‘hat you would wish to hear these
words when the time comes for you to
die; but supposing you have ever been
present at a death-bed you will know
that it wouald be exceedingly difficult for

vou to make any” grest spiritual effort at

that time. Therefore you would indeed
be wise, while you are still strong and
healthy, to find your way to confession
and absolution, so that you may the

-

- teaching of the Prayer Book about”pri-" _
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_morp readily receive this pﬂceless clft
in your time of need.

Q. You may be right in what you
say, but there is still a-point that I do
net understand. Why should I go.to a
Priest? Why may I not receive this
gift in some other wvay?

A. The answer to this question wik
be. found as you consider our Lord’s
plan in His Church. You will find that
He has given us a way by which His
gifts of grace are assured to us through
His ministers. You would never dream
of trying to baptise yourself. You go to
8 Priest tor -Holy Baptism, and it
seems_to you the ‘most natural thing in
the world that you should do so. F01°
tHe great gift of Holy Communion you
go to a Prlest without question, because
he is the proper minister of this great
sacrament. When it comes to Confirma-
tion you go. again without qu:stion, to
* the BlShO_'p for the layiazg on of -rands
whereby the gift is conferred on you.
It is in a line with this manner of re-
ceiving God’s gifts that you go to seek
absolumon from a Priest ard do not try

~—
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to absolve yourself. This is the pro-nised
way in which His great gift is assured.

Q. But now you are doing vexactly
what 1 thought you people slways do;
JYou are making it compulsory! ;

A. Now, stop and think about this.
If you consider calmly and quietly you
will realise that it is sxtremely diffi-
cult to compel anyone to go to a Sacva-
ment. How would you set about fore-
ing someone to take action of this kind
against his will? Possibly confession
might be made compulsory by withhold-
ing Communion unless the Communi-
cant went to confession beforehand; but
that is the very thing that the Zhurch
of England does not do. The Church of
England stresses the.need of a quiet
conscience, shows the way by which
relief for a troubled conscience may be
found, and then leaves the responsibi-
lity of action wupon the individual.

Thers ar: a great number of people who

receive Communion every year without
ever going “to confession. Many of
these are entirely conscientious and we
can do nothing but respect their sincerity

b~
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and good faith. But at the-same time

there is no doubt tha* there are a great -

many people amongst us who are sadly
in need of confession and absolution,
and who _will never make one single
in¢h of progress in the spiritual life un-
til they have rece.ved the grace of abso-
lution. f i

Q. But 1s it not a great deal of
trouble to take? Would it not be all right
if T am really sorry?

A. Certainly perfect contrition 18
always powerful with God; but at the
<ame time there is a great deal to be
said for laying our case before someone
else. We are seldom the best judges of
our own spiritual state, and, as regards
the trouble, we have to remembeér, the
awful majesty of God, before Whom
even the angels must veil their faces in
humble adoration.

Q. But my sins-aré my own affair.
They are not the concera of anybody
clse. I must answer to God only for
what I have done wrong.
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A. T remind you that the Chi'stian
life is not a privats matter between our-
selves and God, but it is life in a
brotherhood. -By your sing you have
hurt the whole™ body and lowered its
standard. Tt is your duty to make repa-
ration to the whole pcdy, o1d one effec-
tive way of doing this ic by being deter-
mined to have no secreis from the
Church, but to be frank i« disclosing all
that is in your heart. 2

<

Q. But I so often hear this prac-
tice spoken against. People say that go-
ing to confession weakens a man’s
moral fibre. What do you say to that?

A. I remind you that goiﬁg to

confession is going to a point of contaes

with the Christ of to-day. To come in-
to -vital contact with the living
Christ can never weaken you. Sin

‘weakens your moral fibre, but penitence

strengthe 1s you. Absolution releases you -
from the grip of sin and sets you free to
start afresh -and go forward along the
way of spiritual progress. Those of us
who have had experience of confession
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and sosolution for many years are con-
vinced there is no other practice in the
world to be compared with it for deal-
ing with sin. Nothing no‘direc’cly gets
to the roo: of the matter. It is a sure
remedy for sin, and is the svrest way to
hope and recovery that has been . put
within the reach-of sinful man.

III. We wili now leave our ques-
tions gnd conclude this subject by
coming face to face with two facts. The
first fact is that of our sins. We know
that they are a pressing fact and that
we are in the gravest danger on this
account. Ahove all, there is the danger
of -not dealing with” them honestly owing
to drifting along towards a state of
cexelessness.  Moreover the past must
be dealt with. The most imper‘ant
matter in all the world is that we should
be certain of God’s forgiveness. When
we kneel at the Altar for our Commu-
_ -nion, I repeat thet we must b3 certain

of forgiveness, certain- beyond any ques-
tion or possibility of doubt.-

The second fact is the fact of Jesus
Christ. Our T.rd offers us this price-
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less gift of pardon. Remember wnat it
cost Him to make this offer possible.
As we look unon Him to-day we see the
marks of the nails upon His Hands and
Feet. _To accept what He cders may
"~ mean suffer’ng on our part, but we reed
not be surprised if thig is so. Above all,
we ought not to shrink from anything
that it may cost us to receive His par-
don when we remember what it cost
Him to gain our redemption. As we
consider this we can offer to Him the
pain of our penitence as:our expression
of gratitude and worship.



SUM“N'IA.RY OF "INSTRUCTION Tk
THE RESTORATION OF THE
5 CHRISTIAN LIFE-

1. As Christians our vocation is to
live in that union with.Christ to which
we are admitted in Holy Baptism; bub
most of us’ know ‘rhrouoh bitter experi--

ence that 1t is only too easy to get -

wrong with God through falling into sin.
‘Tt is hard for us to realise the wicked-

rass of sin on account of the prevailing
tendencies in the world around us; but

the Cross reminds us that it is nothing -

less than a refusal of God. The evils in

our life cannot be cured by the passing

of time nor by anything that we can do,
but by the cleansing touch of Christ.
The promised way back to union with
our. Lord, when this union is forfeited, is
“by absolution.

II. The gift of absolution i§ the
gracious gift of God, whereby He cleans-
es the pemtent soul from the guilt of
sin through the personal apphcatlon of
the merits of Chrisf. We considered the
teaching of the Church about confession
and absolution by way of questions and
answers, in the course of which reference
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_was made to the teaching given in-the -

Prayer Book, in the General Absolutions,
the Ordinal, the Visitation of the Sick,
and of the experience of those who have
sought God in thig way.

TIII. In “conclusion - we -faced two
facts—The fact of our sins and the need

of decisive action ;  the fact of Jesus -

Christ and His offer of pardon made
possible through His suffering.



We,
The Attitude of the Christian Life.

We have considered the nature of
the Christian-life, its home, its birth, its
restoration. - -

Christian life is unique, because it _
is life in Christ. Tt is different from all
life lived apart from Christ and stands
in contrast to 1t.

In the -New Testament this distinc-
tion is made quité clear. Life in grace
is represented as something different
from life in the world. Those who are
brought into Christ enter into a ney, ex-
perience, where fresh hopes and capaci-
ties and powers are placed within their
reach. Christians are indeed ‘2, new

- creation’’, -

They are introduced into a new

world, and find themselves both called

a—% Cor. V-17. .
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and empowered to live according. to.
principles and idea:s such as they did
not know before. In the first ages of
the Church this_ distinction was main-
tained. The two kinds of life stood in
coatrast to (ne another as white and
black ; they were obviously sevarate and
belonged to different systems of thought
and conduct. But with the coming of-
worldliness into the life of the Church the
distinction became blurrcd, and instead
- of the marked. contrast of black and
white, the general tone of life in the
- Church may be described as having be-
come grey. Yet in point of fact the con-
trast still holds good. The Christian is
still inevitably different from the non-
Christian, since for good or for ill, he
has  Leen marked with the mark of
Chrivt. Now, notice the consequence of
this. The life which has been touched
by Christ must be turned in a particular
direction.  This brings us to our next
subject, the attitude -of the Christian
life. For this there can be only one pos-
sibility—it must be turned towards God.
God must be its centre, God its secret,
_its guiding motive, its urifying principle.
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- Let-us examine this. We are spiritual_

beings endowed witl reason. Therefore
our actions must be controlled by some
motive and directed towards a particular
goal. Wa are bound to have a centre
for our existence towards which wo

move. If chis centre is not God it will -

be self, or perhaps some other creature.
- For some time we may go through a
period of “indecision. We may be
swayed this way or that, having no

clear aim and taking no direct course."

Now we go one way and now another.
Y

Now we are moved by this motive and.

now by that, and the result is misery
and confusion. From this confusion our
rord would deliver us. He would bring
the distraction of this multiplicity to the
peace of unity. As Christians cnly one
aim 1s reasonable, and that is Gol and
His service. To accept thiz as our aim
does not mean we shall quickly attain to
it, nor does it mean that we must sud-
denly be transformed into 'saints. On the
contrary, it will involve a long struggle,
and will mean that we must be ready
for severe trials to our patience and our
courage in face of much  inconsistency.
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But the really important point is <“hat .
‘we shall have an aim, and to possess a
clear and definite aim in life makes all
the difference, just as on a stormy sea
there is all the difference in the world
Letween— drifting along aimlessly and
steéring a steady course towavds a port.
Thus the Christian gces  through the
world with his life turned Godward.
That is his general intentica. His aim =
is to include all that comes in his way in
_this Godward movement. Here in fact
is the main difference between the
Christian and the worldly life. The
-Christian is definitely seeking God, as
he goes through life, as his ultimate goal
and purpose. He is datermined to see
that nothing shall be left outside this in-
tention, but that all shall be included
within “¢. In the way of doing this there
are tecrific difficulties, but the aim of
his perseverance is to learn obedience to
God and to serve Him, no matter how
long it takes him to achieve his purpose.
At the back of all his thoughts and words
and actions there is this deeply-rooted
conviction that he is for God, and that
therefore he must serve God with the
whole of his lifa.
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. ®II. This attitude of life must be-
deliberately cultivated, for it can only be
gained by practice. To l)egin with, we

have to regard our lifes as a whole and =
turn it @odward.  Our tendency is to
live our life in sections a®d keep one
section for dur_ordinary life in the world
and another, usually the much smaller
*one, for our geligion; moreover we keep
these sections apart so that there is no
obvious connection between them. But -
consider the truth. All life is the con-
cern of God. Therefore there must be
no reservation with Him. Life must be -
ordered with this in mind. The whole of
it has conre from, God and the whole of
i nwist be turned to God. We have to
realise that there could he no wickedness
greater than to order one’s life “ithout
reference to God. Such neglect of! God
represents the worst thing that we can
do. Our temptation is tc ignore this
fact and test our life by worldly stand-
" ards. We are content with respectability
and with conformify with the standards
of this world. Yet the first and great
commandment given to us by God is that
we should love Him with. all the heart

e
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-and mind and soul and strength. Tlere- -
fore we must exanrine our aim. God
claims the whole of life and He will be
content with rothing less than the
whole__This it is that we mus’ give to
= Hm. This attitude must be cultivated
by definite acts of prayer and worship.
People sometimes suggest ‘chat this is
unnecessary ; they say that they offer -
their prayer in their work and their wox-
- ship in the beauties of nature. At best
this is a misapprehension, and commonly
it is an excuse for neglecting God. We
° are creatures who live under the condi-
tions of time and space, and we know by
experience that unless.we act deﬁmtely
we drift and do nothing. We need <are-
ful acts of prayer and definite acts of
worship.  Otherwise we shall neither
pray- nor worship in any real sense.
Moreover we can only gain proficiency
in these things by practice and we learn
to appreciate the truth of them by ex-
pressing it. A tsacher will always enter
more fully into his subject as he con-
tinues to teach it. The very fact that he
has to try and impart knowledge to
others will help him himself to grasp
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witheever clearer conviction the subject _

he has to put before athers. So, by con-
tinually expressing the truth of our faith
we are gradually able to move nearer to
a real appreciation of 1t. Prayer and

worship are the expression St our~oblj- «

gation to Almighty” God. By definite
acts we expresswuw duty to Him ; by de-
finite acts we acknowledge our aim and
redirect our l#e. If such acts are neg-
leBted the inevitable result is that we

forget our obligation, and God fades out -

of our life. This worship must be not
only individual, but corporate. Religion

is not a private affair beween the soul °

and God, but an activity which brings us
info relation withsother souls. We are
Chritians because we are members of
thg Church, which is the mystical Body
of Christ. As members of that boly we
must offer our worship. A lonely $ndi-
viduallism ig contrary to brotherhbod

and departs from the ideal of the New
. Testament.

III. T said just now that prayer
and worship are the expression of the
Godward attitude. et us consider this
in greater detail. (1) Tirst of all with

v

¢
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regard to our prayers. These must be
the expression of cur movement towards
God. God is at once the object and the
chief motive of our prayer. Consequently
in the first place prayer must be the
offering of homage to Him. About this
we must be very careful n practice.
Our tendency is to b self-centred. We
are inclined to go to our prayers simply.
to get what we need for curselves. Our
temptation 1s to pray when it is easy or
urgent to pray, and to give it up if we
become discouraged or even if we gain
what we want. This is not Christian
prayer. The standard of true prayer is
given to us by our Lord in His perfect
pattern, whereby He teaches us te 84y,
“Our Father, which art in heaven.
Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
com2. Thy will be done in earth as it
is in heaven.” In these words our Lord
teaches us to put God first and pray
simply for His honour and glory before
we give any thought to our own desires. -
We must ‘pray ™ im order to give our
homage and love to God. You should
examine this carefully. You should
make quite sure that this is really and
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truly® the object that you have set be. -

fore you. Tf you begin each fresh day
in this way, gradually the Godward
motive will prevail in your life. (2) Next
think of this Godward attitude in relation

with our worship. Tn publicsworship we “

take our pa¥t in” the corporate expres-
sion of the Church’s attitude towards
God. Ag m@}nbers of the Body of
Chyist we offer homage to God, and ap-
proach Him in adoration. This Godward
movement is most characteristically ex-
pressed in the Holy Hucharist. Thig great
offering is Christ’s gift to us, which He
has commanded us to continue, and it
is thereforesthe core and essence of all
worskip. Remember why He gave it to
us. It was not in the first place that
He might feed us with heavenlys food
though this is an integral part of  the
Sacrament; but it was given first that
we might have the means of bringing

His memorial before God.

® “Why was the Sacrament ° of the
Lord’s  Supper ordained?y “For the
continual remembrance of the sacrifice

b—The Church Catechism.

v
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- of the death of Christ, and of the “hene:
fits which we receive thereby’”. The
reason for this 1s that the Atonement is
central in our Faith, and must ever be
maintained at the heart of &ll that we

- Lalieve and_do. The Cross, with its ful-
filment in the Resurrection, the Ascen-
sion, and the Coming of the Holy Spirit,
is the one and cnly way to God, and the
one and only perfect offering of wor-
ship. Tt is the consummate expression of
love, for on the Cross Love triumphs over
selfishness, and remains utterly stead-
fast and devoted to the very end. And
it offers fullest homage to God and
makes completest satisfacticn for sin,
since it honours His Holiness and rhterly
repudiates wickedness. It both opens
the way to God and at ths same time is
the perfect act of adoration. Therefore,
as m a body we turn Godward, it is the
Cross that we are to plead; the Cross,
representing now not a dead Christ, but
a living Christ who yet is ever c‘‘the
Lamb as it had been slain”. For such
pleading Our Lord has given us the way.
We are to offer to Almighty God His

c¢—Rev, V-6,
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Body broken and His Blood poured
forth, that is %o say, -we are to bring to
God the perfectly surrendered life of
Christ, and plead that perfect sacrifice
of His agin and again. We are to do

this repeatedly just because Calvary Js-

consummatel in vhe Risen and Glorified
Life, and is thereiore entirely complete
.and adequate. =~ We repeat the offering
not to add to =it but becauge it is the one
aiid only offermg we have which is
wholly acceptable and efficacious.

The manner in which the offering is

-

to be made 1s very simple; it follows -

the method and plan of the Incarnation.
We have noticed ceveral times how con-
stantly God makes use of simple com-
mon outward things for the carrying out
of His purposes; how the material' is the
vehicle and way of expression of. the
spiritual.  So it is here. =~ We are to
malke use of bread and wine when we
. come to plead His Sacrifice. These com-
mon things we are to biing te Him, and
in the power of the Holy Ghost He is
ready to comsecrate them, so that they
become His Body and Blood. His plan
is to effect this conseeratron by means



v 76 - Chiistian Life.

_ of the Priests of His Church.- His
Priests are to act for Him. They are
to say His words and do His acts, and
through them-the Holy Spirit makes the
gifts what He wills them to he. So we

- are to offer the Christian Sacrifice to the

. DBternal Father, and  bring_  Calvary to-
day before the Throae of Grace. And
notice that in doing this- we are mnot
alone. We are associatea with all our
Christian brothers throughout the world

- in this Godward movement. For there
is only one sacrifice; and the effect of
the million different altars in different

© parts of the world is not to make a
million different offerings, but only to
plead the one Offering. It is one action
whereby the one Church offers ™ and
pleads the one Sacrifice.

But our fellowship goes deeper and
further than this. God the Holy Ghost
not only fransforms the bread and the
wine so that they become the Body and -
Blood of Christ; e also uplifts them
and makes themn one with the offering in
the heavenly places. In thedRevelation

d—Chaps. Vand VII,
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of Sv. John the Divine at the heart of
the  heavenly worshrp is represented
our Lord as the Lamb that has been
sacrificed. Round about tms living Sac-
rifice is gothered the whole company of
the redeemed, and througk the Lamh
adoration is offered to the liternal and
Infinite God. It is this Sacrifice which
Our Lord is continually pleading by His
Incarnate Presence in Heaven. ¢ ‘“He

“ever liveth to make intercession for us’.

He appears even now in the presence of
God for us”. And it is this same Sacri-
fice which we plead here upon earth.
Just as there is but one offering made to
God by the Church throughout the
wazld ; so it is stili the oneness of offer-
ing of which we are to think when we
bring our sacrifice into relation with the
worship of Heaven. We are not to
think of one Sacrifice in Heaven and a
multitude of separate sacrifices upon
earth: bubt we are to confess one only

- bacrifice, the adorable Offering of Christ

our Lord, pleaded- continually - in the
courts of Heaven, pleaded again and

o —Hebrews VII, 25; IX. 24; and the whole
Hpistle. 3

(
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- again on the altars of the Church m the

great Sacrament of His love.

See then the dignity and wonder of
this worship, in which we arc privileged

~ t take ow part. We come to God at

Christ’s command to plead “His perfectly
surrendered life, and as we come we are
caught up in the great strram of worship
and praise which flows to Him continu-
ally from His Church in Heaven and
carth. Though we are limited by time
and space, and dull of perception and
earthbound and unspiritual, yet we find
that the barriers between Heaven and
earth have fallen away, and we are on
the very threshold of Heaven 1tself.
We are with the saints; we are with the
angels. It is with angels and arch-
ang3ls and with all the company of
Heaven” that ‘“we laud and magnify
God’s glorious Name.”  The heavenly

song is put into our lips; we are in the

heavenly place.. Bere we are at one
with all the faithful; with all who love
His Sacrifice in every corner of the
world ; with the beloved dead beyond the

veil; with Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors,
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Virgins who gloriously bore their wit-
ness to Him upon earth and now reign
with Him in triumph, And here at the
heart of the worship, the focus of our
adoration and the way of access to the
Father, is the Christ of To-day. We
are near Him: we are with Him. He
draws us intn Himself, and allows us
to be identifiec. with Him as He holds up
His glorious Sacrifice, and sets that one
only sufficient offering forward for the
glory of the Father and for the salvation
of man,

Small wonder then that we insist
that here is the heart of all worship ;
small wonder that we proclaim this to
be the essential act of homage and ser-
vice which we must render to Alinighty
God. For here is the centre of. all
charity ; here is the spring of all devoted
service; from this source flows all else

. that is done for God, all that is devised
for the welfare of man. hers we offer
ourselves, our souls and bodies to be a
living sacrifice tc God, in @nion with the
Sacrifice - of His dear Son. So the
Church stands facing Godward, pleading

The Attitude of the Christian Life. 79
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Christ for the glory of the Father and'
the redemption of- man.

“fIn the great Sacrifice the Church
offers the Bodv— and Blood of our Lord.
The offering of His Body ana Blood -is
the pleading  of His whole human life.
His conception by His virgin mother,
His life as a child living but not yet
porn, His birth and mfarcy and child-
hood and youth and manhood, Iis
ministry and passion and death, the
stay of His body in the tomb and of
His soul in the unseen world, His re-
- surrection; His sojourning on earth in
His risen life, His ascension and sitting
at the right hand of the Fatner on high
all these have their place in the prayers
with which the pleading is made. And
this nrajestic sacrifice is offered for the
mavrifold needs of mankind. Tt is offered
for saints and sinners, for the faithful
and the tempted and the backsliding and
the apostate, for the work of the Church
all over the wor'd, for nations and states-
men and kings and subjects, for socie-
ties and individuals, for the needs of

~ f-*“The Faith of an English Catholic”’-Darwell
Stone— (Longmans) p. 43 -
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capitel and of labour, for family and
household and friends, for the living and
the dead. In it joy and sorrow, toil and
conflict and rest, health ana sickness and
death, are_ gathered up into the_ one

.-

offering of Christ. The priest at the ~

altar, and the people of God in the con-
gregation, make the truth of the familiar
words their owk: ‘“Mindful of Thy vener-
able passion T approach Thine altar, sin-
ner though I be, to offer Thee the sacri-
fice which thou hast instifuted and com-
manded to be offered in commemoration
of Thee for our salvation. Receive it,
I pray, O God most high for Thy Holy
Churena, and for the people whom Thou
hast purchased with Thy blood......... ¥

offer, O Lord, 1f Thou wilt deign merci- -

fully to behold. the trials of the pcor,
the perils of nations, the groans of
prisoners, the sadness of orphans, the
needs of travellers, the want of the weak,
the disheartenment. -of -the sick, the
failing of the old, the aspirations of the
young, the vows of virgins, the sorrows
of widows.”’
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Note : —

There exists a good deal of mis-
understanding about the teaching of the
Church with regard to the Eucharistic
nleading of our Saviour’s Sacrifice.

And there are scme amongst us who
_declare that the Holy Co.amunion is no
more than a bare memorial of Our Lord’s
death, and that no offering of His Sacri-
fice is there made. In these circum-
stances the following note will be of
interest. :
In the year 1896 a Papal Bull was
jssued, in which it was denied _that
Anglican Orders were valid.
To this Bull the Archibishop of
Canterbury and the Archibishop of York
made a formal reply, which they ad-
'gressed to all the Bishops of Christen-

om. # )

Tn the course of this reply the Arch-
bishops declared decisively that the
Church of England has always claimed
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to offer the Bucharistic Sacrifice accord-
ing to the mind and in‘ention of the One
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.

They made this claimi in the follow-
ing terms:=— ¢

“But we ansver, as regards the
passage quoted by the Pope, that we

Thake provision with the greatest rever--

enc> for the consecration of the Holy
Eucharist, and commit it only to pro-
perly ordained priests, and to no other
ministers of the Church. Further we
truly teach the doctrine of Eucharistic
Sacrifice, and do not believe it to be a
“nude commemoration of the Sacrifice
of the Cress’’, an opinion which seems
to be attributed to us by the quotation
made from that council.” (i.e., of Trent)




SUMM&RY OF INSTRUCTION V. -

- The attitude of the Christian Life: S

1. The life of the Christian must be - -

turned towards God as to its one true
goal. This is the one aim that is reason-
able and it muast determine life’s generaI

_ - intention and direction. %

. This attltude_ha“s to be culti-

vated first by learning . to acknowledge

- God’s claim on life as_a whole, and,

secondly, by practising definite ac*s of
prayer and worship.

ITI. Prayer and worship are the
_pression of the Godward attitude.
In our prayers we tend to be self-centred,
but the Lord’s Praver teaches us the
true balance. We must seek £t to
give our homage and love to God. At
the meart of Christian  worship is the
Fucharist, in which we plead the per-
fectly surrendered life ot our TLord.
Through simple means we offer before
the Father Christ’s perfect sacrifice and
malke it at once our corporate act of
homage to Him and our ground of ap-
peal for all mankind.
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The Food of the Christian ILife.

1. It cannot ton often be repeated
that our aim as Christians is union with
Christ. This urion was first effected at -
our Baptism when we were given our
share in His life. This wonder of union
with Christ is at the heart of the Christian
religion.- It is strengthened in Confirma-
tion. It is .restored and preserved by
Absolution. It 1g treasured by thought,
by prayer and by devotion .But how can
it be--aourished and how can it be deve-
loped? This brings us to the considera-
tion-of a great secret which is hiddenfrom
the world, but a secret which is the joy,
the hope and the inspiration of the tfue
Christian .The life of Christ in us is fed
by Christ Himself. Christ Himself, the
Living Bread, is the food of the soul- Tt
is this mystery which we are to consider
to-day.

Let me remind you ﬁrst of all the
sequel to the feeding of the five thousand
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of which we read in the 6th Chapfer ‘of
St. John. On the day after the miracle
the multitude flocked to our Lord again,
since they had had their hunger appeased
and their wonder aroused. Our Lord at
once began to tell them that they must
~ not be too much concerned about the food
of the body, but must: begin to care about
another kind of food which would endure
-for ever, 2‘‘Labour not for_the meat which
perisheth, but for that meat which _en-
dureth unto everlasting life, which  the
Son of Man shall give unto you.” He
then proceeded to elaborate the statement
and to tell them of their need of spiritual
food. Into this instruction He incorpor-
ated this great mystery that- He Himself
was to be the food of the soul. I.cv me
quote you His words, v“I am the living
breac.- which came down from heaven: if
any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever: and the bread that I will give
is my flesh, which T will give for the Tife
of the world. The Jews therefore strove
among themselves, saying, How can this
man give us His flesh to eat? Then Jesus
a—St. John V1. 27.
h—St. John VI. 51 f.
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said nnto them, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Ixcept ye eat the flesh of the Son of
man, and drink His blood, ye have no life
in you. Whoso eateth my flesh and drink-
eth my blood, hath eterwal life; and I
will raise him up at the last day. For my
flesh is meat indeed, and xny blood «s ~
drink indeed: Fle that eateth my flesh,
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me

‘and T in him. _ As the living Father hatk

sent me, and I live by the Father; so he
that eateth me, even he shall live by
me.” Notice that this teaching of our -
Blessed Lord was misunderstood and op-
posed by many who heard Him. In face
of this opposition He did not explain away
His words,-nor did He water down His
teacning. All He did was to make more
clear and strong the words that He had
spoken. We read at the end of that
Chapter, ¢*‘From that time many of His
disciples went back, and walked no more
with him. Then said Jesus unto the
twelve, Will ye also go away? Then

" Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to

whom shall we go?- Thou hast the words
of eternal life. - And we bzlieve and are

. c—St. John VL. 86, f.
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sure that thou art that Christ, the Son’
~ of the living God.’’ But if this is the teach-

ing our Blessed Lord gave about spiritual
food, what wac to be the manner- by
which it was to-be imparted? For this
our Lord had a plan. It was not left to
‘chance, but once agail. the method of the

# Incarnahon was used That is to say our

Lord made use of simple ovtward thlngs

for the purpose of bringing to man great

spiritual and hidden realities. Thus bes.-
ing this in mind we are not at all sur-

“prised to read these words in the Gospel

of St. Luke, d‘““He took bread; and

-gave thanks, and brake it ,and gave it

unto them, saying, This is my body, which
is given for you: this do in remembrance
of me. Likewise also the cup after sup-
per, saying, This cup is the New Testa-
ment inmy blood, which is shed for you.”
Now put these two passages of Scripture
together and our Lord’s teaching is as fol-
lows:—You all need spiritual food. T
Myself am that food; and T will come to
you under the forms of bread and wine.

Next we have to remember that our
Lord made provision for the contlnuanoe

d—St. Luke XXII. 19 ¥,
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of this heavenly food. At His command
the Church is continually to bring the
bread and the wine to Him in an ordered
and solemn manner. Eack time He will
consecrate the elements so that they be-
come what He intends them to be, His _
Body and His Bleoq. This Is to happen
by means of a duly ordained Priesthood.
Thus when tho Priest, who represents our
Lord, consecrates the bread and wine they
be_ome what they were not before; they
become the Body and Blood of Christ. In

considering this we are at the heart of a
mystery, and the fewer words we speak
. the better.- But this we confess in com-
mon with the teaching and experience of
the Catholic Churck throughout the ages:
We velieve that in the Blessed Sacrament
under the humble forms of bread and wine
is the Lord Jesus, the Christ of to-dwy. We
believe that the consecrated elements do
actually make accessible the glorified” life
of Christ Himself, and that the gift in
Holy Communion is nothing less than
Jesus Christ. This is the_teaching of the
Catechism in our Prayer Book: ‘““What is
the inward part or thing signified in the
Lord’s Supper?” ““The Body and Blood
of Christ which are verily and indeed
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taken and received by the faithful ip the
“Lord’s Supper.”” We can only take and
receive that which is already there. We
can take our Lord’s Body and Blood in
our Communion -because these Gifts are
_there to be given to us. This is the plain
teaching that St. Paal gives us in the
e first Epistle to the Ccrinthians; LS
speak as to wise men; judg> ye what I
say. The cup of blessing which we bless, -
is it not the communion of the blood of
_ Christ? The breal which we break, is it
not the communion of the body of Christ?"’
¢ “For I have received of the Lord that
« which also I delivered unto you, That the
Tord Jesus the same night in which he
was betrayed, took bread: anG when he
had given thanks, he brake it, and sdid,
Take, eat; this is my body, which is
broken-Tor you: this do in remembrance of
me. After the same manner also he took
the cup, when he had supped, saying,
This cup is the New Testament in my

e—Scholars tell ns that the record given in -
this episcle of the institusion of the Holy Com-
munion is the earliest record in point of time
that we possess."
i—1 Cor. X. 15 16.
1 Cor. XI 231,
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’blocd: this do ye,-as oft as ye drink it,
in remembrance of me. For as often as ye

eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do:

show the Lord’s deafh till He come.
Wherefore, whosoever- shall eat this
bread, and drink this cup of the Lord
unwowhlly shall be guilty of the body and
blood of the Lo*d. But let a man examine:
himself, and so let him eat of that bread,
" and drink c¢f that cup. For he that

cateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and
drinketh damnation (i.e. judgment) to
himself not discerning the Lord’s body.”

This -mystery of the Blessed Sacrament

is the work of the Holy Spirit. God the

Holy Ghost transforms the natural gifts

of bread and wine, and as He transforms:

themm He uplifts them so that they be-
come the supernatural gifts of Christ’s
Body and Blood. Thus we are given a way
in which Christ 15 wholly accessible to us.
We are given a manner of union with Him:
which is certain, definite and assured.
We believe that the Christ of to-day is.
really present in the Blessed Sacrament,
and that He is présént as He is now. It
is the presence of the risen, ascended,
glorified TLord. We are in the heavenly

places, and are face to face with the living'
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Jesus. True He is preseat in humble
forms, but none the_less He is the Lord
of glory, the King of Kings, and Lord of
Lords. It is not any other Christ than
the Christ of to-day Whom we worship and.
ado_e. It is not a Christ Who is outside
“our experience and Who belongs to a by-
gone age ; but it is the Christ Who is our
Lord, our Redeemer and our. King, Who
is our life, our food and our hope. Thic
Christ is present according to His own
word. Let us notice that. He is not
present because of our goodness or " our
faith. Tt is not necessary for us-to work
ourselves up into an emotional state or a
state of extraordinary piety before His
~ presence can be vouchsafed to us; but He
is present according to His own word in
the manner which He has ordained, in a
way esternal to ourselves. In the power
of the Holy Spirit, by virtue of the con-
secration, Christ our Lord is present on
the altar under the humble forms of bread
and wine. How this-happens is a greab
mystery and we are mnot bound by any
exact definition. It is the fact of the
presence upon which we lay the stress.
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< At this point I anticipate a difficulty.
Perhaps someone says, “I do not under-
stand what you say about the presence of
Christ in the Holy Comumunion. Surely
He is present everywhere. Why do you
then stréss this particular manner?”” Tt

-

is quite true thet our Lord as God is pre-_

sent everywhere _and wherever we go we
_ may adore_Him, but He has taken our
manhood and still in the heavenly places
de is true man. We believe that He is
not everywhere presens in His Humanity
now any more than He was after His re-
surrection. During the great forty days
He was-present in His sacred Humanity
where He willed to be, for example, on
the road vo Emmaus, in the Upper Room,
by the Lake of Galilee. So it is to-day.
As God He is present everywhere, but as
Man we believe that the natural*presence
of His Manhood is in heaven. But by
an act of divine power it is the presence
of Christ in His Manhood that is vouch-
safed to us in the Blessed Sacrament of
.the altar in a way giver to us by Himself.
He feeds us not only with divine life but
with His incarnate life. It is as both God
and Man that He comes to us. He places
at our disposal His perfect Humanity and

P
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thus imparts to us His divine naturs in .
“a way that our humanity can assimilate.
If we believe this we shall understand the
ancient practicc of reserving the Blessed
= Sacrament contirmually in our Churches.
We believe that our Blessed Lord in this
hon Sacrament is the food of the soul,
and that He wills ever tc be at hand to
give Himself to His childron in  their
need. Thus the Blessed Jacrament is
reserved for the purposes of redemptio..
It should be ava’lable for the sick, and
for the whole who are unavoidably pre-
vented by some urgent cause from -being
«present at the usual times of Cornmunion.
But wherever the Blessed Sacrament is
reserved there 1t must always be regapded
as the fount of Communion.” We are to
think of Him always as the Living Bread
Who loves to be amongst His children,
and as we live with Christ in the Blessed
h/ Sacrament so we are to learn that not only
are we to receive Him from time to time,
but we are to live by Him. Since our
Lord is present in the Blessed Sacrament
He must ever be adored. In venerating
the Blessed Sacrament we are venerating
Jesus Christ. If we believe this then no
power on earth can stop our adoration, for

-



“indeed we can o no otherwise than adore
Him if we believe He is truly present.”

-II. Now let us consider our relation
to the Holy Communior. Our aim must
be to give the greatest honour we can to
Jesus Christ. For-this we must be care-
ful both about_our preparation and our
thanksgiving I must lay stress on this
“'because of th. prevailing carelessness. 1t
is_to be feared that there are many Com-
municants to-day who make their Com-
munion with quite inadequate prepara-
tion and with no articulate thanksgiving.
‘We ought then t promise our Lord first
of all that we will never go to our Com-
munion without careful preparation. This
preparation need not be long, but it must
be sincere. We must be sure that nothing
s@parates us from Him, and-¢hat we
have an honest intention of serving Him..
The secret of a good preparation is to
want our Lord and to think first of Him.
Our preparation will involve the whole of
our being, body, mind and spirit. Con-
sider first the preparation 6f the body
and the mind. It is a geod thing to try
and avoid being late the night before our
Communion, in order that we may be as

; The .Foorl of the Christicn /,i]’eA. A 95
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fresh as possible for this great act of
worship. We ought to go, so far ds we
can, out of stillness and silence, and it i
a good rule not to engage in ordinary -con-
versation until ater our Communion. We
“should remember that all down-the ages it
has been the-custom cf Catholic Christians
to observe the fast before - Comrmunion
from the previous midnight. It is a fact
.hat this fast has been obscrved with very
great strictness from early days. Asleng
ago as the year 400 St. Augustine,  the
~ great teacher of the Western Church,
wrote as follows: ‘It has seemed good to
the Holy Ghost that in honour of so great
a Sacrament the Body of our Lord should
enter the mouth of a Christian betore
food ; and it is for this reason that -the
custom referred to is observed throughout
the whole world.” I is to be hoped
that obedience to this rule will be more
and more generally given amongst us for
the same reason as that given by St.
Augustine  Secondly, the preparation of
the spirit. We must come with faith. -
We must trust our Lord that He will truly
give us this groat gift of Himself, and we
must bear in mind that without this trast
He will not be able to dc anv mighty
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work ‘n-us. Tt is true that the presence
of our Lord is there independently of our
faith, but it is only by faith that we can
assimilate the gift, and Lenefit by His
presence. To faith we must add peni-
tence. We must come in grace. As we
kneel at the altar we must be certain of
being forgiven. Th- greatest horror in
the world muct be the horror of a  bad
Communion. Now, a bad Communion is”
quice & definite thing. Tt is 8 Commun.
ion made in downright bad sin, without
repentance. God save us from so great a
calamity. Tt is that we may be saved
from so great a disaster that b the Prayer
Book lays stress upon the importance of
going to our Commuuion with a quiet con-
science. Obviously the conscience must
be quiet in the right way, that is to say,
it must be quiet because it is fres from
the guilt of downright bad sin. There is
such a thing as the conscience being quiet
because it is asleep, or because it has be-
come so dulled by sin that it cannot realice
its guilt. What ig absolutzly  easential
for us all is that we should kneel at the
altar in grace, with the soutr made ready

h—Exhortation in Holy Communion,
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for God by the pardon of Jesus - Christ.
But remember thct we must aim at
inviting our TLord not merely into an
empty chamber but into one that is fur-
nished with care and devofion. Thus

- ve need to come with earnest prayer for

all the virtues which He wil! love to see.
Hspecially we ought to pray before every
Communion for contrition and for =
true desire for our Lord. In such a way
we shall be able by His grace to do Him
honour. %

But we must not be cortent even
with a good preparation. We must pay
very special attention fo thanksgiving.
Remember that tc us in our Communion
comes the supreme treasure of heaven
and earth. Therefore we ought to spend
many minutes in devout thanksgiving, and
cultivate a sense of wonder and joy that
Christ has so far condescended as to make
His home in our hearts. The natural
outecome of a thankful spirit is that we"
shall pay great attension to regular Com-
munion, and shall have our rule for ¢or-
municating with great care and increas-
ing frequency.



Zhe Food of the Christicn Life. 99

1T In conclusion let us think quite
sunply of our Commumions. Going to
Communion is gomg to Jesus Christ. That
is to-say it is going to One who knows us
perfectly. As we go to Him He under-
stands all our difficulties and enters witin
complete symoathy into all the experiences
of owr every-day life. The gift He gives
us is nothing Jless than Himself, and in
giving Himself-to us He puts within our
reach all His perfections. The wonder is
that that offer always kolds good. He
never holds back from us. He never sends
us away. It is we who tend to hold back,
for we say-and say quite rightly that we
are not fit to go to Him. The fact is that
no one is worthy of Holy Commnuion.
This we acknowledge in the Prayer of
Humble Access. ““We are not worthy so
much as to gather up the crumbs under
Thy Table.” Yet He can make us worthy.
Remember that Holy Communion is nob
o reward for the good, buif it is foad for
sinners. It is provision for the way for
‘the pilgrim as he toils and_stumbles aicng
the stony, uphill path. To us in all our
toils Christ comss as our foed. That s
what we nced. It is quite true that He
1s King of Kings, and yet He is homely.
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He enters into our common things-and He
comes not to sit or a throne in our hearts
but to work. He turns our hearts into
His workshop, and there He labours to
malke us better. Now I ask you, what
are you doing about your Communions?
Have you got a carefal rule? If not,
make one without delry.. Above all, aim
at increasing your Communions, and re-
member that for frequent Commumnion
nothing is required of you which is cut-
side your reach.- i‘“What is required of
them who come to the Lord’s Supper? To
examine themselves, whether they repent
them truly of their former sins, steadfastly
purposing to lead a new life, have a lively
faith in God’s mercy through Christ, with
a thankful remembrance of His death ;
and be in charity with all men.”” That is
to say, all that is essential for a good
Communion is to be in grace and to have
an honest intention to follow Christ. As
vou think this over, do not forget what I
have already said: we need our Com-
munions frequeatly mnot because we are
good enough, but because we are so bad.
As we realise- our need of our Lord we

i--Church Catechism.
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shall be able more and more to live in the
power to His life. ¢

In these addresses T have asked
vou fo think of the- inner mean-
ing and significance of the Christian life ;
and I have nut before you certain as-
sured ways and. mweans by which God
grants this lif> to us. It was my task to
show that in Fis Church there are avail-
able for all its members mighty resources
and supernatural powers-to enable even
the weakest of us to acquire, and actually
fo attain to, life in Christ. In carrying
out this task the lagt thing in the world
T want to do is tc suggest that God is
tied to His-ordinary means of grace, or
that He cannot or does not grant grace,
rich and abounding, in other ways.
Wherever we see signs of His grace, and
response to His love, we must be happy
and thankful. But the fullest and most
generous recognition of God’s gifts of
‘widespread blessing, and of man’s res-
ponse in Christian life and service, is still
not incompatible with the belief that there
is yet an assured home of grace and
divinely appointed means by which the
soul of man may penetrate most deeply
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_ into the Kingdom of Heaven, and exper-.

-

ience most complelely the fuldess of life
in Him Who is ‘‘the brightness of the
Father’s glory-and the express image of
His person.’” =~

Tf then you have Totlowed this course,
at least at the end of_it-give yourself to
prayer that you may find all that God

Offers” you_of life in Christ, and to this’

prayer for yourself add of your charity —ne
for me whose responsibility it has been to
put this teaching before you.

-



_SUMMARY OF INSTRUCTION VI. = -
= L The life of union with Christ is -
to be nourished and developed by the
Heavenly Food which Ha Himself gives us.

This is the teaching i the Gospels;
and in the Holy Commumon He has pro-
vided the means by which we may receive -
His Body and Bleod. In the mystery ¢t _
the Hucharist we helieve that Christ s
truly present under the humble forms of
bread and wine in & manner external to”
ourselves, and that His glorified life is

. actually accessible to us.- Thus we adore
Him in the Blessed Sacrament, and feed
upon the life of Incarnate God. .

IT. Our aim in making our Com-
munions must be tc give our Lord all
the honour of which we are capable. To
this end we must make careful prepara-
tionl of body, mind, and spirit, and pay
special attention to thanksgiving.

T11.  When we go to Communion we
go to our Lord, Who comes to enter into
our life as it is. We must seek to increase
our Communions, and rely upon Him more
and more; for in face of our great need
we dare not do oflierwise than make the
most careful use of so great a gift.
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